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ORNELIUS BENNETT, 
Judge of Probate of J sa­
bella County, resident at 
Mt. Pleasant, was I)orn Aug. 
15, 1839, in the township 
of Deerfield, Livingston Co., 
Mich. His parents, Michael 

and Bridget (Flynn) Bennett, were na­
tives of the County of Kings, Ireland, 
where they grew to mature years and 
married. Shortly after that event, in 
1827, they came to the United States 
and settled in Pennsylvania, where the 

father cngaged in farming. The bmily 

remained in the Keystone State fUll r 

years and came thence in 1837 to Michigan, where 
they settled on a homestead claim of 80 acres in 
Northfield Township, Washtenaw County. 

At that time the townships of that county north 
of range 84 east were connected with Ann Arbor for 
municipal purposes. The first settler had made a 
permanent location in 1824, and during the eight 

\~ years ensuing the population grew until the number 
r was sufficiently large to warrant an independent local 

'i~ organization. The movement to effect this was in­
(1jl, itiated in the fall of 1832. The enabling act was 

~
YI.,'~. passed during the Legislative session of the winter 
(.1) following, and the first town meeting was held in 
r April, 1833, two years after Michael Bennett began 

~;;~A ~ 'Y. \'l _~ 
~- '9";<,~~~~»-~-

the work of a pioneer land-holder in the township. 

His namc is associated with the first religious en­
terprise ill Northfield , and the first Church therein 
and its organization were due to his efrorts, associated 
with several other settlers in the township, of similar 
religious connections. The record pllblished in the 
"History of Washtenaw County" in 1881 states 
that, "in 1831- '32 a few enterprising men who had 
Icft their homes in the 'Green Isle' settled in the 
town. Father Kelley came the same year and, with 
the assistance of his few Church people and ISilac 
Dickee, erected a log church on section 29. They 
were John Keenan, William Prindle, William Stubs, 
John McKernan, Philip McKernan, John Sullivan, 
M i .. hael 1'0rtal, John M d ntyre, Michael Bennett, 
Peter Smith, Michael Neligan, Patrick Walsh, Mi­
chael Walsh, Patrick Donavin and Bryan Galligan ." 
In 1837 the primitive structure gave place to a com­
modious frame building, which was for ten years the 
only church edifice in the township. 

Mr. Bennett, senior, sold his property and removed 
to Livingston County in 1837. He bought a half 
section in the township of Deerfield, where he and 
his wife passed the remainder of their lives. The 
mother died Sept 27, 1873; the demise of the father 
took place in 1870. Their family included six chil­
dren,-three sons and three daughters. Two of the 
latter, Bridget and Catherine, are deceased. Mary 
is the wife of John Downey, a farmer on section 35, 
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ISABELLA COUNTY. 

,~l. Mr. Bennett , of this sketch, secured a good C()IIl- the oxen) were exhausted. 

r Illon-~chool education in his native place anu alter- On arriving at Fort BriJger, within 100 miles of 

'1>r~ nated his periods of study with assisting on his fath- Salt Lake City, it was ascertained that the Mormons 
er's farm. In 1856 he commenced attending school had taken into their own hands the reins of the 
at Ann Arbor, where he pursued his studies one and local government of the Territory over which they 
a half years, after which he spent one winter in were to pass, had forbidden any approach to Salt 
teaching. In the spring of 1858 he responded to an Lake City, and destroyed the forage of Carson Val-

I inward impulse, of which he had been a long time ley, upon which the m aintenance of the teams de-
(,1 conscious, to see more of the world than that circum- pended. The quartermaster took charge of the 
) scribed by the boundaries of the Peninsular State with immense herd of upwa rd s of a thousand oxen, and 
\~ which he had grown familiar, and he proceeded to the expedition came practically to an end. 

Leavenworth, K a nsas , then on the western frontier Mr. Benn ett , with 17 others, turned their faces 
and the center of interest from the recent contests be- homeward. H e arrived a t Leavenworth in Decem-
tween the border-ruffians and the Free-Soil element. ber, 1858, and in March, 1859, he again set out 
That section of the United States was still, in a sense, for Denver, Col., in charge of the first general sup-
debatable ground, and a sufficient intensity of the ply train that entered that place. It consisted of 28 

) spirit that ruled the year 1855 was yet in existence wagons, each drawn by eight oxen, and bearing army 
?' to engage the interest of young men of ambitious. supplies, also shovels, axes, picks: and sheet-iron for 
~ minds, to whom the daring and mystery seemed full mll1lng purposes. Th e site of the now prosperous 
i~ of glory. It is proLable that to the period of this city was reached in May, 1859. "rhe route was 
~ country's history just preceding the civil war, the maue unuer the difficulties peculiar to the state of 
~ :;: successful men of the prese nt generation owe llwre civilization, or rather want of it, of that period, and 
";;: than to any other. The shadows of coming events the l)erplexities of the situation, coupled with its re-
'-",/ .'~ hung over the times, heavy with portent, and within sponsibilities as chief of the expedition, quite satisfied 
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the next decade the tree of American independence M r. Bennett of the real value of a life of adventure 
and enterprise burst into hloom. Jt was simply a in an unsettl ed territory, suLJj ect to the incidents of ( ,) 
verification of the sententiou s tTllism, that circum- frolltier life und er the influences of the incongruous 
stanses make men, and also the concomitant fact that type of humanity which has made that time a 

men make hi story. markeJ era in AIIH.:rican hi story. Jealou sies arose, mu-
The age nt s of the United States were stationed at tinies were iustigated, a nd he found that the necessity 

the fron tier posts to protect the interests of the Gov- for prompt and decided action, which was constantly 
ernme nt there and in the un se ttl ed territory beyond, arising, had littl e in it of glory or satisfaction. The 
anu young Bennett joined a const ruction train, or- actual dignity and cha racter of affairs are aptly rep-
ganized under the authority of Captain Russell and resented by the fact th at, on one occasion, when t ' . .: 
Major Waddell, Government agents, whi ch was to culmination of a conspiracy came to hi!> knowledge , 
proceed to (then) Sonora Territory to build forts in he rushed upon the scene and terminated procee -':. 
advance of emigration, for the United States soldiers ings, quelling t11e leader by the vigorous applicatior, 
necessary for the protection of immigrant settlers of a red-hot frying-pan square in the face. It was 
from the Illui ans. The train started Sept. 4, 1858, rather "an inglorious CO lll[Ucst, but the victory that 

~~ a nd consisted of 54 wagons, each drawnhy six yokes perched upon his hanners was no less effectual, and n 

1, of oxen, and accompanied by a force of about 70 its retrospective comfort no less complete, than though ir .. ,~,_ . 
.. ,~~ men . The wagons contained army supplies, besides it had been achieved through the instrumentality of ~, 
5~ imm ense ([uantities of axes, nails, saws and tools the knife or the revolver, then the predominating 
' ,,,, for use in the projected fort-huilding. It also in- alithority in the scttlement of the question as to who iJ~ 

( "') cluded a herd of 280 oxen, technically called a "co- should he greatcst. @' 
"7 vey yard," for relief. The contract guaranteed $4s Mr. Bennett spent ahout a year in Colorado, inter- ':? ,. ... ' '. . 
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~ points within 40 miles of Denver, his headquarters. the fit to a termination and fled to his cabin, whither ;J,' 
;.r~ His experiences there were after the order of those Mr. Bennett followed him. 

r immortalized by the graphic pens of Bret H arte and 
~) John H ay. Mining claims, legitimate or otherwise, 

engendered contests, and Mr. Bennett and his part-
ner, in one instance, became involved in a contrJversy 
which they attempted to adjust under the locayregu­
~ . tions known as miners' trials. From incid ents of 

Instant flight was determined upon, and Mr. Ben­
nett returned to learn the next act in the play, as the 
first in no sense outlined what was to follow. He 
found a crowd of men, anxious to furnish substantial 
proof of their estimate of procedures, who had de­
cided that a murderer, either in fact orintent, needed 
be hung. When it was ascertained that he was be-much less romantic hue, gifted pens have woven 

,.:cbs of dramatic interest that have sen t their author's -f yond their reach, thei r hun ger for some retrihutive 
) names down to the generati on~ to come with death- act had reached a c1 i max and a victim Illust IJe forth-

~~~ les, fame. coming. The individual who had IJrecipi lated mat-

The c()l/jrcr e of Mr. Benn ett was a man in whom tel's not Ilein g al klnd, it was decided to hang Mr. 
the exigencies of fronti er life had developed the Bennett. The suddenness of the emergency brought 
prin ci ples of self-defense, and he held him self in hi s predominating trail of character to the front. In 
readiness to adjust hi s affair,; according to his own imperturhalJl e coolness he slood among the undi s-
ideas of right and justice, and in keep ing with the ciplined, ci:t.morous raIJI)le , and by hi s fearless bear-

) methods adopted by the clemen t with which circum- ing and deliberately chosen a rguments, couched in C >, 
stances compelled him to deal. In the case referred unimpassioned lan guage, he 'luelled their turbulence 
to, a difference of understandin g had arisen, and the and di sarmed their malicious intent. = species of administration of justice had been ap- On leaving Denver, Mr. Bennett returned to Liv-= .:~ pealed to which was then the only approach to the ingston County, where he attended school, pursuing 
methods of arbitration that were practiced withi n his studies two years at the seminary a t H owell. He 
the borders of civilization . Mr. Bennett, his asso- passed the summers of 1863-4 in the law office of S. 
ciate and the contestant, sat on a log, in preliminary F. Hubbell, of Howell, where he read for the profes-
council, surrounded by a crowd of miners, who con- sion under that gentleman's instructions. He then 

C '.: stituted the COl\l't. The third party in the case lost consummated the required period of study in the 
self-control and indulged in a few sentences of disa- Law Department of the University of Michigan, at 
greeable signification, which were 50 pointed as to Ann Arbor, where he was graduated with th e degree 
demand immediate attention. In an instant a gleam of B. LL., March 25, 1865 . In May, of the same 
of light from the polished barrel of a revolver flashed year, he came to Mt. ? Ip.asant, believin g that this 

1 athwart the vision of the assemblage. Mr. Bennett section afforded a field for the exe rcise of his profes-
(r-~ arrested the am} that controlled the weapon and di s- sional qualifications and an opening to a successful 
(rfJ possessed its holder. A storm of hot words ensued. business career. He opened an office immediately 
\ As night came on, it was argued that the" shoot- upon his arrival, as an attorney. 

ist" ahd the other individual most intimately con- In November, r869, hi s connection with the ofticial 
cerned should retire beyond the encampment and affairs of Isabella County began . The death of 
talk over affairs. The plan was [lut into execution, James P. W elper, County Clerk and Register of Deeds, 
but the pair had hardly passed beyond the light of created a vacancy, to which Mr. Bennett succeeded 
the camp-fires when the report of a pistol awoke the by appointment. The two positions were held by 

9 . 
echoes of the night. A scene of wild excitement fol- one incumbent until 1872 , when they became distinct. 'r'" 
lowed. The would-be murderer had been attacked Mr. Bennett discharged the duties of County Clerk .... J 

"'l'i',.. ' 
-I-: with an opportune" fit," in which his revolver shared three years, being elected to the office in 1870. H e ,.~'-~ 
~ ~ (,it to such an extent as to inflict- a serious wound upon officiated as Register of Deeds fi\'e years, receiving dt 
' I' his companion. He lay on the ground, writhing in one election and one re-election, and serving one , ;, 
~ the contortions of epilcpsy(?), his throat swollen and year as appointee. He held the office of Justi ce of (j 

' . throbbing, and sheets of foam issuing from his livi<.l the Peace from 1866 to r882 , and was also elected < 
~'~\j2}~~~~-~~ ~~ r~j\<~nnAnD~~-~!~:jr ,."~: .. : ~~{c::},{~~~~ 
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1866 to the office of Circuit Court Commis- by the prejudice or rivalry of others, but his identity 
o sioncr, which he hcld two years. In IRRo he was becomes a part of the time and place where he lived. 
'f'" elected to the position he now holds, of Probate These considerations mllst impress themselves upon 
T Judge. He was nominated on the Democratic ticket, those who weigh with impartiality 1;.he career of Judge 

= = W 
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and scored a gratifying triumph, as the county had Bennett. In his portrait and that of Mrs. Bennett, 
at that time a conceded RepUblican majority of 400 which are the first presented in the biographical por-
votes. He received a majority of 179 votes. tion of this work, the people of Isabella County will 

In 187S, Mr. Bennett, associated with John Hi cks, experience a lively gratification. The subjects are 
of St. John's, Mich ., and three other capitalists of open to no fu\<;ome flattery. They represent a class 
Clinton County, established the privatebanking-hollse whose lives are a benefit to the public weal and 
of Hicks, Bennett & Co. Their office is established which reflect honor upon their deeds and motives. 

in the Opera Block, now owned by the banking finn, 
and built by Albert 13. Upton. The law business of 
Mr. Bennett has gradually merged into real-estate 
transactions, in which he has extensive connections. 
fn 1882 he built the Bennett House, which occupies 
a prominent position at Mt. Pleasant, and is one of 
the finest and most attractive buildin gs in the village. 
It is constructeci of brick, is th ree stories above the 
basement, and fitted with the best modern appliances. 
Bennett's Addition to Mt. Pleasant includes 40 acres, 
which he platted in t882. 

"Dr eorge W. Baker, farmer, section IS, Fre­Et, mont Township, was born Feh. IS, I85f, 
~~"''' in Defiance Co., Ohio. His parents were 
~ Josiah Baktr, born Aug. 10, 1820, and Rachel 

A. Baker, born Aug. 7, 1827, and died Dec. 
27,1863. The father is still living and resides 

in Fremont Township. 
George W. was reared on the farm, and remained 

Mr. Bennett was married, Dec. 20, r 865, to Mary, on the old homestead, assisting his father in the 
daughter of Nelson and Catherine (Tice) Mosher. maintenance of the family and attending the common 
Her parents were among the pionee r settlers of this schools, until he attained the age of 18 years. On 
county, and her father was a prominent fi gure in its arriving at this age he engaged in a stone quarry, and, 
official hi story. She died, May 30, 1872, at the age alternating this with the brick-making business, was 
of 29 years, leav ing one child, Frank, born Sept. 28, thus employed for several years. He then worked 
1868. The seconu marriage of Mr. Bennett occurred on a farm in the neighborhood and followed that oc-
Dec. J 5, r 87 5, to Anna Palmer. She was born in cu pat ion for a period of two years, when, in Novem-
Iosco, Livingston County, -May 12, 185 2, and is the ber, 1870, he came to thi s county. He located 80 
daughter of Darwin and Elizabeth (Tice) Palmer. acres ofland on section 15, Fremont Township; sub-
Mary, first child by this marriage, was born March sequently purchased 40 acres more on section 22 ; 
20, r877, and died May 28, r883, of diphtheria. disposed of it and purchased another 40 acres on 

' <') Nellie was born Feb. 16, 1879. section J 5, and sti\1 more recently purchased 80 
, Th e life of every l1Ian is a part of the history of acres additional on the same section. His landed 

his time. The swift succession of generations, afford- possessions in Fremont Township amount to 200 
ing room for others to come, bears an impressive acres, and of that amount he has improved and has 
meaning and places upon the leaders of events a in a good state of cultivation 185 acres, and has 
weighty responsibility. The gravest question of the erected thereon a good residence and barn. 
period is, whether the existence and achievements of When Mr. Baker first located in this county his 
the men of to-day shall be engulfed in the mshing finar.cial condition compelled him to devote his win-
tide and consigned to oblivion. The relations of in- ter~ to labor in the woods, and he only could spend 
dividuals to the present and future impose upon them his summers on the farm, on section 15. The fine 
peculiar obligations. He who recognizes an opportll- condition of the farm at the present time is indica-
nity anti possesses the courage and hardihood to grasp tive of what energetic effort will accomplish, and 

~~ and mold it to his advantage, is the marked man of trllly places M r. Baker among the progressive farmers 
'7 the period. His importance is in no sense Illeasured of hi s township. 
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Politically, he is a Democrat, and has held the 1870 ; Lee M., March 14, 1875; and Florence G., 
Oct. 25, IR79· l( office of School Inspector, and also School] >irecto r 

~j)~ of his district. 
~~ Mr. Baker was united in marriage with Miss Hattie 
~ , D. Terrill, Feb. 7, 1875. She was born in Defiance 

Co., Ohio, in 1854, and was a daughter of Joseph 
and C. A. Terrill, natives of Lorain Co., Ohiof, Her 
father was a fanner by occu pation, a soldierJ(in th e 
late civil war, and died in a rebel prison. Mrs. 
Baker died in Isabella County, March 24, 1876. Shc 

The first year a ftcr marriage, Mr. anu Mrs . A. ", .~ .• 
liveu on the old homestead in Warren Co., 1'a., and t 
then moved to Lottsville, same county, where th ey 0 · 

lived on e year. In the fall of 1865, they came to 

was a true and loving wife, a kind neighbor and a 
generous friend, and left a host of relatives and 
friends to mourn her loss. 

this State and for one year lived with the father of 
Mrs. A. During this year, 1865, they purch"sed 40 
acres of land on section 7, Lincoln Town ship, this 
county, and in the fall of 186G moved on the samc, 
where Mr. A. entered on the laborious though in 
many respects pleasant task of illlProvin g it. Mr. 
A. has added 40 acres to his original plll'ehase, and 
of his 80-acrc farm has 70 acrcs in a good state of 
cultivation. He has reccntl y erected a Iar~e stock 
and grain barn on hi s farm, at a cost of $ 1 ,000. 

When Mr. Ayling first se ttled on hi s land, it was 
in a wild state of naturc, and only through the per­

·harles J . Ayling, farmer, section 7, Lin- ' sistent effort of earnest determin ation has he SllC­
'" coin Township, was born in Warren Co., . 
Pa., Jan. I, 1839. His parents were John 

.• and Sarah (Trussler) Aylin g, natives of 
. I i_ 

ceeded in placing it in the culti vated condition in 
which it is found to-day. 

Politically, Mr. A. is a supporter of and bcliever 
in the National Greenback party. He has held the 
office of Road Commissioner seven years, Towllshi p 

= England, where his father followed the OCCll-= * . pat ion of farmer. The .latter emigrated to 
= thIS country after marriage, locatrng in Freehold, Pa. 
C[ Charles J . remained on the parental homestcad, Treasmer, and other minor officcs. 

assisted his father in the maintenance of the family 
and developed into manhood. He received the 
advantages afforded Ly the cOll1mon schools of his 1~~)(.Yq.:'c 

native cOllnty, and ill1proved his leisure time in thc ~ t.~ ~oromo Bachelder, farmer, section J I, Fre-
perfection of the same. ~ mont Town ship, was born Nov. 29, 1828, 

July 5, 1863, he was married, in Sugar Crovc ~(' in Genesee Co., N. Y. His father, Aaron 
Township, 'Varren Co., Pa., to Miss Emm a Woodin, ·,. Bachelder, was horn /)ec. 2, [7 97, in Vermont; 
a native of the same county and State, where she was . came to New York State at the age of 14; ill 
born Aug. 3, 1842. Her parents wen; Thomas and oJ July, 1853, he located on 80 acrcs of land in 
Caroline (Grosvener) Woodin, natives .of New York Clinton Co., Mich., wh ere he died, Au gust, 1866; he 
and Pennsylvania, and of New England parentage. was a farmer. His mother, Rhoda, ?lee Northway, 
They came to this State in 1862 and were among the was born Aug. 8, 1803, in New Hampshire, and died 
earliest settlers of Lincoln Township, and are both Jan. 31, 1839, in Genesee Co., N. Y. They had five 
residents on section 18 of that township. children, of whom two sons only are now living. 

Emma lived with her parents in her native county One of the lat ter, named at the head of thi s sketch, 
until her marriage, assisting her mother in her house- at 17 years of age gave his father $50 for the rest of 

°1 hold labors and attending the common schools. his time, and commenccd to work for himself. From 
'" Mr. and Mrs. A. are the parents of five children, December, 185 2, to August, 1862, he was a rcsident 

':I/~ namely: Luella May, born July 16, 1865 , in Warren of Greenbl.l sh, Clinton Co., Mich.; since which time 
,0 Co., Pa. She is now cngaged in teaching in the he has been a citizen of thi s county, locating first 
~ public schools of this cou nty, and has justly obtained upon a quarter-scction of land, whcre he still resides. 

,. . , . 
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\~) the credit of a thoroughly competcnt teacher. Thad He has sold 40 ac res of hi s ori~in al purchase, and of 
> W. was Lorn Dec. G, I 8G8 ; Josephine, Nov. I G, the remainder he now has 90 acres ill a good state of . __ . 
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dB cut the first road in the town ship. He is a Repuhli- son's landin g he was stricken with the dread disease, 
®~~ can on political Cjuestions, has been Highway Com- typhoid fever, and in consequence was sent to hos-
r missioner, Justi ce of the Peace and Treasure r, each pital at lledlow's Island, New York Harbor, where he 

o two terms, and belongs to Mt. Pleasant Lodge, No. remained two months. Recovering, he was assigned 
305, F. & A. M. to detached duty at Alexandria until the close of his 

In Fehruary, 1856, he married Mary H. Fox, a first terlll of service. 
daughter of Chauncy D. and Rosann a (Lenox) Fox, After his final di scharge he returned to New York, 
and who was born .Feb. 25, 1838. Her fat.her was a and soon after, in the spring of 1866, came to Isa-
native of Connecticut, and her mother of Masschu- bella County and bought 80 acres of wild land on 
setts: they both died in Shiawassee Co., Mich., the sec tion 32, Chippewa Township. He erected a log 

S~ latter March 5, 1848, and the former in July, 1872. house, wh ieh he oecu pied until J 871, when he added 
;'\ The children of Mr. and Mrs. Bache lder are as fol- to hi s farlll 80 acres on section 33. Removing to 

lows: Floyd J., horn Nov. 1 C) , , S50 ; Claren ce A. that section, he has since lived there. In ,880 he 
an(lClara I ~. (twin s),March 2)) , , ))Go ; Li zz ie J .,Sept. lli liit a (inc dwelling, which will long stand as a 
8, , 86 , ; Willie C., Oct. G, ,So 3; I fat tic l\f., Nov. " lllonUlllent to hi s industry and perseverance. He 
1864; Nellie M" March 3, , 872; Loa alld Lua has on his farm three barns, and keeps 20 cattle, [00 
(twin s), Nov. 25, 1873; Sarah C., Oct 30,1875; Anna sheep and four horses. H e owns 200 acres of la nd, 
G., Oct. 20, J 880. of which 130 are in a state of scientific cultivation. 

phraim A. Salisbury, fa rmer on section 
33, Chippewa Township, is a son of Asil 
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, and Amanda (Letson) Sali shury, the for­
mer a native of Vermont and the latter of 
Erie Co. , N. Y. The parents first settled in 
the latter county, afterwards removing to Wy-

He was married in Chippewa Township, Nov. II, 

1866, to Miss Sarah L., daughter of Elbert and 
Lucy A. (Gibbs) Smith, natives of New York and 
Michigan. The parents first settled in Eaton Co., 
Mich., where the mother died Aug. I, 1860. The 
fa ther came in J 8GG to Isabella County and settled in 
Chippewa Town~hip, where he lived most of the time 

~ until , 882 . He then returned to Eaton County, his 

oming Co., N. Y. In the spring of 1866 they came 
to Michigan' and located in Chippewa township, this 
county, where he died, Feb. 23, [880. The mother 
is still a resident of Chi Jlpewa. The following eight 
children were rca red by the parents: William H., 
Ephraim A., Paulina J., Eunice, James, Rosanna, 
Mary A. and Warren. 

The subject of this biographical sketch, the second 
son, was born in Erie Co., N. Y., Aug. 27, 1843, and 
was quite young when his parents removed to Wyo­
ming County. He commenced to make his own 

present home. Mrs. Salisbury was born in Eaton 
Township, Eaton County, March 13, 1849. She and 
her husband have had seven children, four of whom 
survive,-Edgar L., Elbert B., Raymond and an 
infant. The deceased are Mary L., Edith 1,. and 
Roy, all of whom died in infancy. 

Mr. S. has held the offices of Supervisor three 
years, Township Treasurer two years and has been 
electEd to various other local offices. Politically, he 
is a RepUblican. 

way in life at the early age of 12, and was variOUSlY', 
employed until October, 1861, when he enlisted in . oren O. Burnham, farmer on section 24, 
the looth N. Y. Vol. I nf. He served in tha t regi- Vernon Township, the sixth child of a family y; 
ment with credit three years and then re-enlisted in of nine, was born in Lyme Township, Jeffer- ~ 

the Fifth U. S. Infantry, in Hancock's Corps. After ,. son Co., N. Y., May 18, 1847, and lived on his .,:r,,, 
on e yea r more he was honorahly discharged, at New father's farm until called to the defense of his ' ~~ 
York city, March 21, 186G. He fOllght bravely in country. " 
a number of engagements, among wl',ich might be He enlisted July 18, 1863, in Co. A, 20th N' 4) 

r mentioned, particularly, Fair Oaks, Williamsburg and Y. Vol. Ca v., and served under Gens. Butler, Ord < 
~~@,}~~~~:'t~" ® -' ~ '~ I\~~un?uu~~-~~ -s~~~~§ 
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~~ and McKinzie. He fought in a number of skirmishes, native of England. Of this marrIage 11lne children )1$ 
~ but escaped unhurt. He, ho.wever, suffered for a were born, seven of whom are living,-Mary A., Qp 
~;.~ time paralysis in the lower limbs, the result of an Jane, Charles R., George W., Matilda, Franklin H. .,~{" 'r attack of diphtheria; and was in consequence ouli ged and Stella. The deceased were infants . Losing his t 
') to use crutches for some time. He was honorably wife by death in the State o.f New York, Oct. 7, 186r, C; 

discharged Aug. I I, 1865 . he again married. at Rose Valley, Way ne Co., N. Y., 
R eturning to his home in New York, he canA: with jan. 26, .R6S, Mrs. Ann ]~eed, widow of John 

hi s parents the same fall to Michigan. He s/.()Pl'ed Reed, who was killed at the first hattI e of Bulll~un. 
for a while in Shiawassee County, attending for twu Carrie A., William and Jose ph are the names of the 
terms the union school at Corunna. He remained three children born of Mr. W.'s second marriage. 
with his parents until 1868, when he came to. Isabella He and wife are members of the Episcopal Church. 

l.f and settled in Vernon Township. He has added to 
"" ~ his original lmrchase r20 acres and has a fine 
~ ~ 

, orchard of three acres. In the spring of ) 8il 1 he 
erected a model stock and grain barn, which was 
destroyed by fire .April 27, 11'84. He is eXIH;cting 
to replace it this season (I 884). His parents 
afterwards came to this county and are now residents 
of the same township, 

He was married Aug. 3 I, 1869, in Way ne Co., 
Mich., to Miss Lydia M. Potter, who was born in 

.. ;'. that county May 9, 185 I. Five children have been 
~ born of this marriage: Hen ry Ward, Oct. 4, 1870; 

. ~ Edith J., Dec. I, 1872; Alton C., March 23,1875; 
~ Emerson, July 17,1880; Clark Y., July 22, 1883 . 
' .~' Mr. and Mrs. ll. attend the Baptist Church . He 

is politically a R epuhlican, a lld has held the offices 
: ) of Justice of the Peace and Commissioner uf Hi gh-

ways. 

c.---~---.., 

lzy Dush, farmer, section 2, Fremont Tuwn 
ship, is a son of William and Hannah 
(Todd) Dush, natives of Lickin g Co., Ohio. 

The former, by vocation a farmer, moved from 
Ohio to Michigan in 1867, settling on 40 acres 
of section 10, Fremont Township, this county. 

He died in Licking Co., O hio, in 1882, and his wife 
in Defiance Count)·, that State, in 1853. 

Mr. E lzy Dush was born in Licking Co., Ohio, 
Dec. JS, 1835; remained at home with his parents 
until he was of age, wh en he commenced to work by 
the month as a farlll laborer. In 1857 he came to 
Branch County, this State, remaining two years ; then 
spent four years in Ohio. 1 luring the latter periud 
he en listed in Cu. E, 14th ~)hio Vol. Tnf. , was at-
tached to the Army of the l'oto illac, all( l t.ook part in 

= = 
0-

c ) 

the hattl es of Ke nesaw MOlilltain and of the Ki ch-
~ ':,:,u" ::;:~ Ill /)n d c;ulIpaign . lie was woul!ded in th e a rlll ; 11. the I. 

illill.m Whitehead, fa rill er, owns the east I,alllc uf j uneshoro, and was finally di sc h a r~ed, with 1,1 
half of the southeast '\lIarter of section .1 0, hunor, at Cleveland, Ohio, in july, 1865. After a (f..t\ 

U nion T ow nship. lIe is a son of Richard short vi sit home he went to Hillsdale County , thi s ~l 
and Mary (Fulle r) Whitehead, and was born State, where he remained two years. He then came ;1 
in Cambridgeshire , E ng., May 13, 18 [G . He to Isabell a county :lod located on section 3, Fremont 

was reared on a farm, and has followed agricu l- Township, but afterward settled upon section 2, 

ture and masonry ever since. taking possession of 8 I acres, where he has since +' 
Coming to this country in 185 I, he owned different been engaged in establishing the appointments of a 

! farms in Wayne Co., N. Y., where he also foll owed comfortable home. :0 his trade, until January, 1869. He then came to In political affairs Mr. Dush is a decided R epub- (l 

.~ Union Township, this county, having bought 80 acres lican. He has been Justice of the Peace and High- t ) 

· ' If of timbered land in October previous. He has way Commissioner two terms each. f.~?,; 
'~ cleared 40 acres. Mr. W. is now suffering from im- In 186 6 Mr. Dush married Miss Lucinda, daughter (~ 
;~ paired health. of Hiram and Catharine Beard, natives of the Key- .$K 
~ He was first married in Spauldin g, Lincolnshire, stone State. She was horn Feh. 28, 1847, in Adams ~i) 
, England, May 17, 1 il4 I, to. Elizabeth Bartee, a Co., l'a. Mr. I) . is the father of nine children, as -( 
~; .-~ 
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follows: Harriet (by a formn marri age), born Jan. 
19, 1862; Alice, Dec. 8, 1867; William, Jan. 3, 1869; 
Martha, July 8,1871; Olive, Sept. 6, 1874; Oscar, 
Sept. r 4, 1877; Claude, Oct. 14, 188o, and died Dec. 
23,1883; Minnie and Mina , born Aug. 17,1882. 

'\"f 
;".ii1 illiam R. Crowley, farm er and carpenter, 

residin g on section 27, Union Township, 
') ~h ' one mile south of th e corporation limits of 
,~ ) M t. Pleasant, is a son of Lyman and Clarissa 

(Crook) Crowley, and was born in Wales 
Township, Erie Co., N. Y., ])ec. q,1828. He 

followed farming and carpentry in the Empire State 
until FcI,[uary, 18(j5, when he callle to Mt. Pleasant, 
this county. IIis family came ill August. !-Ie fol .. 
lowed carpentry for a time, anu the same year of his 
arrival he bought 80 acres where he now lives. He 
has since added 40 acres on section 22, and has al­
together 90 acres under cultivation . He has a fine 
orchard and creditable residence and farm buildings. 
He still follows his trade a portion of each year. He 
is a member of the 1. O. O. F., and, takin g quite a 
deep interest in school matters, has held several 
offices in his di strict. 

He was married in Colden, Erie Co., N. Y., May 
20, 1860, to M iss Sarah Sharp, daughter of 
John and Susan (Markwell) Sharp. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sharp came from En gland to thi s country about 1843 
or '4, and settled in New York, where they lived a 
number of years, farmin g. Th ey movcd thei1ce to 
Burlin gton, lowa, where he died Dec. 13,1 877, and 
she in November, 1863. Their dallghte r, Mrs. 
Crowley, was born in Lincolnshire, Eng., Aug. 26, 
J84o, and is the lI10ther of three children: Etta A., 
born in South Wales, Erie Co., N. Y., F eb. 16, 1863; 
Nellie B., born on the farm in this county, Dec. 19, 
1869; and William W., born in this county, Sept. 
18, 1874. 

however, owing to a decline in values of fatted stock, 
he lost a fortune. After this event he devoted his 
attention exclusively to farming. He came to 
Michi gan in 1865, settling in Clare County, of which 
he was the first permanent settler. He raised the 
first wheat in that county. In October, 1880, !he 
came to this county, and has since resided with his 
son. He is now 74 years old. His wife is yet liv­
ingin Clare County, aged 67. 

Their son,James D. Allen, was the youngest often 
children, and was eight years old when the family 
settled in C\;),re County, He went later to Ransom­
ville, N. Y., where he attended school for a time. 
Returning, he worked with his father on the farm. 
Coming to this county in 1880, he bought 80 acres 
where he now lives . All his land is improved. He 
has an orchard, three acres in extent, and a barn 
40 x 82 feet in dimensions, for stock, grain, hay, etc., 
which add much to his place. He butchers cattle, 
on a large scale, for lumber camps in this and ac1join­
ing counties. 

He was married July 29, 1880, to Miss Hattie A., 
daughter of William and Lydia M. Finessey, natives 
of New York and Michigan and of English descent. 
She was born at Greenvill e, Mich., June 20, r865, 
and is the mother of one son, Helon P., born Sept. 4, 
I88r. Politically Mr. Allen is a RepUblican. 

--~--=$'~4~~--
.<:;::,,~ .. "~ 

~ ~~harleS A. Richardson, farmer, section 18, 

~ I r,b~ Lincoln Township, is a son of Charles G. 

~)~ and Caroline B. Richardson. natives of Maine. 
~ \~ His father was born in [820 and his mother 

Tj" in 1829. They emigrated in 1852 or '3 to 

Lorain Co., Ohio; two years afterward to Wood 
County, that State, near the village of Millgrove, 
Perry Township; also to Sandusky County, where he 
was chiefly engaged in a saw-mill; in 1865 they 

,-~--.~ ~. -~-- clme, wi~h their two sons and four daughters, and 
':}~lX~'1 f1J(" settled on section 19, Fremont Township, this county, 

(5i? ;.~ -. ~. ames D. Allen, farmer and stock-raiser on on a tract of 80 acres of primitive forest, and pro-

• , \<:".~ s~.ction I~, Vernon Township, was born i.n ceeded to clear a farm and establish the essentials of 

~ 
" Niagara Co., N. Y., June 28, 1857; and IS a permanent home; but, finally, in 1881, they again 

r a son of David P. a nd Clarissa A. (Timothy) moved, to the village of Dushville, where Mr. R. is 
Allen, natives of Massach usctts and Vermont. now engaged in general merchandising. He has 

@l The father was a farmer and drover, doing for been Supervisor of his township four terms, and for 
a time a very extensive stock business. One season, some time has now been Justice of the Peace. 

g~,aA to>LVrc-:::v, ft) ~ ::,,~,fi)<O):".'~.'I" _ C i\t"UUWUt1{-~~ ~~. \"""~",.~~) 
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Mr. Charles A. Richardson, whose name heads 
this sketch, was born in Franklin Co., Maine, Jan . were no roads. He has now 1)0 acres chopped, 
15, 1841); spent most of his youth lumbering in ~h e and 75 under cultivation, with two nice orchards, sev- ., , 

! winter and helping his parents on the farm dUring eral acres in extent. 1., " 
easons When 23 years of age he mar When he came here, he was transported by cars to (:) 

, ~~eed S~~s:l~r:ce McL eod, who was \)~rn i'l~ Hillsd~l~ St. John 's, and traveled from that place to this by ox 
Co., Mich., Aug. 12, 1847, a daughter of Samlp;:l and team. The remainder of Mr. D.'s family came to 
Grace (Craig) McLeod, who came to Isabella !;ounty Union Township three years later. Mrs. D.'s family 
in 1862, settling on a quarter of section 18, Lincoln came to Chippewa Township, this county, several 
Township, among the first settlers in that part of the yea rs prevIous. 
county. They were natives of Scotland, and emi- Mr. D. and wife have had six children, five of whom 
grated to America in [840. H e was born Feb. 6, are living. The two eldest were born in Dearhorn 
1814, in the city of Edinburgh, and was killed Jan. Township, Wayne County, and the others in thi s 
3, , 864, by the falling of a tree in the lumber wood s. County . Laura J., the wife of Arthur Jones, a farm-
Mrs. McLeod was born July 16, 1816, in Penning- er of Union Township, was born Oct. 26, 1858 ; 
ham Pa rish, Scotland, and died Dec. 19, 1870' Mr. George H. was born Dec. 27, 1860, and died April 
and Mrs. Richard'son a re th e parents of six children, 27, 1875; Frank B. was born Oct. 1,1862; Carrie E., 
one of whom is not living. The record is : Nellie G., June 10, 1864: Daniel L., April 16, 1866; Burt c., 
born June 14,1873; H arry A. and C!ara A. (twins), March 27,1868. 
Feb. 23, 1875; Harry A. di ed Sept. 24, foll owin g; The position of Mr. Dibble among the pioneers of 
Charles K, born May 20, 1876; Rudy R. , born July Isabella County is such that his portrait is an eSIJe-
6, 1878 ; and Roy A., born March 26, 187c) ' cially valu ahle addition to the collection presented in 

~ Mr. Richardson has always 'been counted a Demo- this volume. ~ 
'.~ ~ iYjI crat, on political issues, and has held the offi ce of ~ -:r~ 

~ School Director for fiv e years. Mrs. R . was a pio- ~-~4="W++8*- = = 
neer school-teacher in this county, teaching the first 
school in Fremont Township, in what was known as 
the" Caldwell District." 

B. Dibble, fanner, section 33, Union Town­
-,1 shi p, owning 40 ,lcres on that section and 
"S [20 on 34, is the son of John C. and Eliza 
(Burdick) Dibble, and was born in M aryland 
Township, Otsego Co., N. Y. , J an. 24, 1832. 

When he was quite young his parents re­
moved to Monroe County, same State, where they 
lived until he was twen ty yea rs old, on a fa rm . At 
thi s age he left home, and coming to Dearborn Town-

~ ship, Wayne County, this State, he was for '5 years 
'1 forem an of a force of track-repairers. 
j He was married at the vill age of Dearborn, Jan. 28, 

1
1858, to Miss Abbie Kilbourn, who was born May 26, 

. 1832 , the daughter of H eber and Elizabeth Kil bourn . 

. In 1861 Mr. D. came to Union T own ship, this 

~
• C ounty, and entered 16o acres of land where he now 

lives. Union ~\t thal time contained but 13 voters. Hi s 
~~~ 

"-ohn Rendell, farmer on section 10, Rolland, 
is a son of Job and Elizabeth (Sims) Ren­
d ell, natives of E ngland. The father was 

born in 1804, the mother 10 years later. They 
followed farming, and emigrated to Can ad a in 

1850, locating in Lennox Co., Ont., on .I 00 acres, 
which is their present home. Their family includes 
fOllr sons and four daughters, all Ii ving. 

The subject of this biography was born Aug. 3, 
1844, in Dorsetshire, E ng., and came to Canada with 
hi s parents when he was but five years of a ge. Re­
maining at home till II), he then worked on a farm 
for five yea rs. III l X69 he came to thi s State and 
settled in Ionia County, where he lived a year and a 

~ 

half. He came in 187 I to Isabella County and loca­
ted on 80 acres on section 10, Rolland. He has 
since added 80 acres, and of his whole farm 90 acres 
are improved. H e is a progressive farmer and a pop-

ul ar citizen. ~"( 
He was marri ed in 1870 to Miss Mary C. McCabe, 

who was born July 30, 1850, the daughter of Elias 
and Maria J. (Sharp) McCabe. Mr. McCabe was " 

«"'~ 
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],orn in Canada in , 818, and Mrs. McCabe was !Jorn 
in the same country in 1820. They yet live in the 
Dominion. They have eight sons anu three daugh­
ters, a ll living but one. Mr. and j'\lrs. Rendell have 
had six chi ldren, whose record is as follows: Martha 
L., Lorn June 26, , 871; Libbie 1., July 8, , 873; Ter­
esa M., Oct. 10, IS75; PheLe, March 12, , 877; 
Emma A., Apri l 8, , S7<), and Effie 1., May .,)0,' RS3 . 

Politically, M r. R. is an active supporter of the 
Republican party . He has been Moderator of his 
school district two terms, and in T 88 I was elected 
Highway Commissioner. He and wife are faithful 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

He was married in Mt. Pleasant, Jan . I, 1879, to 
Miss Catherine Prothero, a native of Wisconsin. 
They have two ch ildren, Edith E. and George, both 
born at M t. Pleasant. 

avid Morse, retired farmer, resident at Mt. 
I, Pleasant, was born July 2, 182 I, in Genesee 
<!11" 

"'$ Co., N. Y. He was reared as a farmer, 
'~~iI. and is the son of Simeon and Catherine (Nor­
C ton) Morse. He made profitable use of his op-
. portun ities, ai1d at the period of his legal man­

hood he was the possessor of 50 acres of land, which 
he afterwards i ncieased to 100 acres. 

In the fall of 1853 Mr. Morse removed to Grand 
eorge McDonald, proprietor of a livery Rapids and became a salesman in the hardware 

stahle on East Broadway, corner of store of Foster & Perry. After filling that position 
Franklin Street, M t. Pleasant, I S a son of three months he opened a similar establishment at 

Charles and Sarah (Barnes) McDonald, and Ionia, in company with Loomis Mann. This rel a tion 
was born in Lockport, N. Y., Feb. 4, ,856. existed about six months, and was terminated by 

~ He was reared by his grandparents 011 a farm Mr. Mann's becoming sole proprietor by purchase. 
eight miles from Lockport. Mr. Morse removed to Lyons, Ionia County, and 

1 n , 865 hi s parents came to St. John's, (:linton opened a store for the sale of groceries, which he 
Co., Mich., and the following spring he came to the conducted about [S months, and changed business 
same place, his grandparents having died. Ili s into that of the sale of hardware. He sold the lat-
father was for several years a llIerchant at St John's, ter in , 859, and built a fine house, barn, etc., in 
and was then in the livery business. When '5, Lyons. Jan. I, 1864, he en li sted in Battery G., First 
(jeorge went into the woous near Bay City as lumber- Mich. Light Artillery, Capt. Burdick, and served 
man. In July, [877, he came to Mt. Pleasant and until the close of the war. He joined his command 
hought a farm of 55 acres on section 3. Union, where at Matagorda Island, on the coast of Texas, where 
he li ved two years and cleared 20 acres, besides they were held in reserve some time. On leaving 
making other usual improvements. Comin g then to the military service he returned to Lyons and em-
Mt. Pleasant, he worked with his father during the IJa rked in the commission business. He came to 
winter of 1879- 80. He next opened a saloon op- Mt. Pleasant in the spring of 1866, where he spent .: , 

.~ posite the Bamber House, a nd a short time later he some months working at the trade of a builder. He 
opened a billiard saloon in Carr & (;ranger's old had previously obtained a claim of 320 acres in Chip-
stand. In the fall of 1882 he built on his present pewa Township, section 17, and, during the time 
saloon site. After one week, he was burned out, at named, he had 1,3 acres of timber chopped off and 
a loss of $700, but he speedily rebuilt a nd in 11 days the land otherwise improved. He rented the Pres-
was once more doing business. In the spring of ton (now Bamber) House and managed it about two 

.~ , 8S, he built a large brick livery barn 38 x [10 feet in years, after which he built a house on his place and 1 size, two stories in height, the upper story being hi s took possession of it, remaining until the spring of 
.;';.. residence. He keeps a livery, board, feed a nd sale [883, He placed 75 acres under improvement, 
::~ stable, and has a profitable husiness. His livery which constitutes a good working farm. He was Jus-

.. ;~ stock varies from [2 to 15 horses. He owns a lso two tice of the Peace in Chippewa Township four years. 
"':.;:) dwelling hOl;ses and two lots in Ilopkins ' Aduition, The first marriage of Mr. Morse occurred Jan. 1, 

')... and a vacant lot in the same vicinity. 1845, in Sheldon, Wyoming Co.! N. Y., when Ros1l,~ 
;:·" ;;':1 
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~ Illond Howes beca me his wife. One c hild was bo rn 

~B of the union , Martin, now d eceased . The moth er 
, •• (li ed in New York, and Mr. Morse was again m ar­. . l ri .:u Nov. 8, , 849, to C larissa M . I,' isk, who cli ed in 

~ Lyoll s, Mich., Feb. 2 1, 18('4, M r. Morse WilS iI 

third ti me [Ha rried, in Mt. Pleasant, Oct. 30 , I X(,(" 

to Mary L., d a ughter of N a than iel a nd Luey :~Mc­
Kin stry) M illa rd. She was born J a n . 5, 18nu, in 
Lake Co., Ohio. The six child re n now in cl u~led in 
the fa mily were born as foll ows, in I sabell a COllnty : 
l{os .ullond c. , Nov. X,I X0 7 ; C harli e 1I ., April 27, 

,:; ~ 186<); F lo ra J., Dec, 2 (J, 1070 ; Arc hi .: 1~ "Au ~. ".1 , 
\ :19 , 874; George H., Marc h ' 3, IS7!) ; F ra nk I) ., Aug. 

) 

.. . ,. 
c::z 
c::z 
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I I , 1'882 . The pa rents belong to the Preshyte ri a ll 

Church. 

Baker, fa rmer a nd s toc k-raiser o n 

section 14, V e rnon, was born in P eel Co., 
Onta rio, Feb. l U, 1828, and is a so n o f 

M ichael and Cathe rin e ( F ran k) Baker, natives 
of O nta rio, a nd P e nnsylva ni a G erman descent. 
The fa ther followed fa rming a nd di ed in 

Ontario, Can., S0me yea rs since. Hi s famil y incl ud­
ed eight children. Of these John was th e fo urth . 

H e li ved on his fath e r's farm until 21' years old, at 

whic h age fi e engaged a t carpentry. This trad e, 
which he had picked up witho ut servin g a n a ppre n­
ticeship, he foll owed in Peel CO llnty fo r 12 yea rs, wh e n 
he went to W ellington CO lln ty. The re he too k lip a 
wild a nd unbroken fore st track, a nd he led th e usna l 
life of a pionee r. In Au gust, . Xuo , he came to thi s 
Stqt e a nd County, stoppin g with his wi fe and fa mil y 
for eight months at Mt. P leas.a nt. H e th e n wen t to 
Vernon Township a nd located 80 acres whe re he now 
lives. A fter a few months he erected a log hOLlse 
and moved in his fa mily , includin g seven child re n. 
He carried thither his supplies and li g ht furniture 

o ver a n India n tra il for a d ista nce of 13 mil es . 
After he was fa irly settled in h is ne w hom e, he 

found he possessed only a small q ua ntity of flo ur 

I 
and po rk, a nd te n ce nt s in mo ney. Accordin gly, al­
though hi s wife ca me down with a se vere a ttack of 

', ' typhoid feve r, he was obliged to leave home a nd seek 
:'1 employm e nt, th a t he mi ght earn a little mo ney. For 
'1' two years he lived witho llt ilil y donles t.i c a nilil a is o f 
.' ~) :l ny kind, eithe r for food o r work. H e has wo rk ed 

'; seve n win ters in the IlIllIl)e r woods of Cl a re, Isa bell a 

,,, 
and Gratiot Counti es. He has with commendable I f; 
skill a nd perseverance ke pt abreast with hi s neigh- \;,i'; 

ho rs, in making a good home. H e h as added 80 ::,:. 

ac n.:s to hi s ori ~inal p"rc hilse, a no has (is acres in 
c iliti va tioli. A s lIl 'S \;lllti ;d s tock alld J2 r:lin 1>;11'11 and 
a cO lllfo rtalde n:sid .:nce a n: evide nces of hi s ': Iltn­

pri se . 
H e was united in m a rriage, in Peel Co., O nt. , 

Marc h 2, 1853, wi t h M iss Jul ia A. C. Sh a rp, d a ughte r 
o f Jo hn a nu Jan e (Roswell) Sharp, na tiv es o f En g­
land anu ( :a nad a a lld of En gli sh d escent. The 
father was hy occ llpatioll :I 1)1ac kslilith, a nd di .:d in 

Onta rio, J a n ua ry I, I 075 , aged 7 '2 yea rs it nd si x 
mo nths, o n acco llnt of injuri es received from a horse. 

The moth e r is still livin g, in th e Domini on. Mrs. 

Ba ke r was horn in O nta rio, A pril 7, 1835. She and 
her husha nd ha ve had eight children, six of whom 
a re li ving: R obe rt J., ho rn Feh. 15,1 854; Willi a m, 

M ay 3 1, 1855; Sara h E ., F eb. 28 , 1856; Mic hael, 
March 25, 186 1; Jane, May 31,1 863; a nd I sabel, 
Oct. 3, 18u5 · The d eceased are Cath e rin e, born 

Oc t . 24 , 1859, a nd d ied Oct. 12, 1873 ; J am es , born 
Sept . 1 2 , [ 87U, and di ed Aug. 2 5, [877. 

Mr. B . is Jloli tica lly a n earn est R e puIJli can . He 
h as held th e mino r offi ces o f hi s township. H e and 
wife a re m .: m1Jers of th e M. E . C hurc h. 

\\ ~ . .. . ~ "~""~:7 

"ct!" ,. . 'I ' ~!i:' - .' J •. :~_, onrnd Hook, fa nll e r 0 11 secli o ll 14, C II po 
~~ ~ . ~ij .~ pcwa T o wn shi.p, is a SOil of Jo hn .A. a nd 
~~ij- "" Ma rgaret A. (I ' ladling) Hoo k, nati ves of 

€~)r~ Ge rma ny, who came to thi s countr~' in Sep­
~ ~ te llll Je r, 1X4U, se ttlin g in O hio, a nd calli e 

th ence to Isabell a Cou nty. He d ied Feb. 2 , 

1855, an d s he J an . 28, 1860. 
The subject of this sketch was born in G erm a ny 

A ug. 3 1, [82 <) , a nd was I7 yea rs old whe n the fa m­
ily came to A meri ca. T he fa ther was a m ason in 
th e old co un try, and h is work took him to va riou s 

places a way from home. At th e age of 13 youn g 
H ook took up th e same trade , and tra veled with his 
fathe r to d iffe ren t places, being thus e ngaged until 
t hey emi grated. In th is country he foll owed hi s 

trad e but il s hort tim e, and th e sam e season that he 
<:: llli e to Ohio he was , a ft n t hree mOllths' work in th e 
mines, l)() und out for tlnet: years to th e s hoeili a kc r\ 

trade . H .: se rv ed hi s time a nd worked four years 

". 
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more for thl: same man, having the principal 
charge of the uusiness, anu hecoming a man , of 
standing in the community. Directly after his ap­
prenticeship he attended for a time an English 
school, he having received a good education in the 
schools of Germany. In 1851-2 he made a tour of 
Ohio and Indiana, visiting many of the illl portant 
cities and working at his trade. He then returned 
to Crawford Co., O~io, and in the spring of 1'853 he 
came to this county and took up 120 acres under the 
Graduation Act, afterwards homesteading 40 acres 
more. Here he has since resided, except one year 
when he worked at his trade at Alma, Gratiot County. 
He has disposed of all but 80 acres, So of which are 
II nder culti vation. 

He was married at Alma, July II, 1860, to Miss 
Mary E., daughter of Henry and Susannah (Bigley) 
Wolfe, natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Wolfe 
settled first in Ohio and went thence to Monroe Co., 
Mich.; and in 1854 settled in Gratiot County, where 
he died, in Arcada Township, Feb. 8, 1862. She 
survivl:s and is a resident of Pine River Township. 
Mrs. Hook was horn in Jefferson Co., Pa., Nov. [0, 
[841. She and her husband have had two sons: 
Willie H. A. (died at the age of '(4) and George 
W. T. J. 

Mr. Hook is a Freemason and an Odd-Fellow. 
Politically he is RepUblican. 

arks H. Hillyard, physician and surgeon, 
, resident at Dushville, was born in St. 

"I Lawrence Co., N. Y., March 22, [840. 
His parents were Jesse and Lovina (Fur­

'. geson) Hillyard, natives of the State of N. Y. 

His father was a farmer by occupation, and in 
1847 moved from New York to Illinois, where he fol­
lowed his chosen vocation for three years, and in 
1850 came to Hillsdale County, this State, where 
they are at present living, at the venerable ages of 
70 and 63 years respectively. 

Marks H. Hillyard, the subject of this biograph­
ical notice, was reared on the farm, assisted in the 
maintenance of thl: family and received only such 
education as he acquired by the improvement 

l(!> of his leisure moments in study and attending the 
~ district school. He thus Iabured and studied until 

~~~~---~ 

he attaineu the age of 22 years. On arriving at this 
age in life, he hade adieu to the old homestead and 
went forth upon the sea of life to fight its battles 
alone. He worked at the carpenter's trade during 
summers and attended school winters. 

J n the fall of 1863, M r. Hillyard, true to the 
prom ptings of an honest conscience and a heart 
which beat in unison with the cause of justice, enlist­
ed in Co. K, 27th, Mich. Vol. Inf., which was assign­
ed to the Ninth Corps of the Army of the Potomac. 
During the winter of r863-4, he was engaged in 
recruiting, when he returned to his company and 
acted as First Sergeant until his discharge. He 
participated in all the battles in which his company 
was engaged, from that of the Wilderness to Cold 
Haruor, and at the latter uattle was wounded, June 
3, T 864. The wou nd disabled him for two months, 
and at the expiration of that time he rejoined his 
command. He received his muster-out at the 
Delano House, Washington, D. c., and was finally 
discharged at Detroit, Aug. I, r86S. 

On receiving his discharge from his country's 
service, he returned to Hillsdale County. and pur­
chased a farlll of 40 acres, and there followed the 
occu pation of farming for a period of four years. 
Nov. 8, 1866, Mr. Hillyard was united in marriage 
with Miss Abigail Judd, who was born in 1838. She 
died Feb. 16, 187 I, in Hillsdale County, leaving a 
host of friends, neighbors and relatives to mourn her 
loss. 

After the death of his wife, Mr. Hillyard turned 
his attention to the study of medicine. He prose­
cllted his studies under the instruction of Dr. Levi 
Stearns, of Hillsdale, and spent a portion of the 
year 1875-6 attending the Eclectic Medical College 
at Philadelphia, Pa., and finally graduated and 
received his diploma in 1879. 

Dr. Hillyard located in Camden, Hillsdale County, 
in the spring oi 1876, and there followed the practice 
of his profesfion for fOllr years, except the winter of 
1878-9 when he was at Philadelphia. While at 
Camden, the Doctor form ,ed an acquaintance with 
Miss Anna V. Whaley, a daughter of David and 
Lydia Whaley, of that place, with whom he was 
united in marriage, Dec. 7, 1879. She is an accom­
plished and affauJe lady. She was born in Camden, 
Feb. 18, 1858. 

The Doctor came to Dushville, this 
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, t.o I,ltcy H ., da. ltgllter ()f J.,~co l ) ,~.II9Id5 j;~., 
880 where with a gratifying degree of success, ,," " " 

30 ,1, '. . ' . f N 
he has since cont1l1ued to practice the profeSSion . Belsey Wood . II er parents were natives 0 ew { 

Poll'tl'cal1y, Ile is a Democrat. Socially, he is a IIl elll~ H am pshire, and settled in life in the State of New., ;;., 
York. On coming to Michigan, they first went to ~ ber of Cambria Lodge, No. 259, F. & A. M. I 

-ames B . Allen, farm er, section 6, Pin( River 
Township, was born Nov. I, 1831, in Sen­
eca Co., N. Y., and is the son of Cornelius 
and Ann (Pete rson) Allen. His parents 

\I'ere na tives of New J e rsey, and were respect­

ively of English and German descent. They 
first located in New Jersey, and later on in life re-
moved to the State of New York. In 1838, they 
settled in Lapeer Co., Mich., where the father died 
the next yea r. The mother died in Eaton County. 

Mr. Allen came to the State of Michigan with his 
parents when he was only seven years old, and when 
he was I I years of age h e went to Ohio, and there 
rem ained three years, when he return ed to Lapeer 

Oakland County and thence to Eaton County, where 
the father died in 1877, and where the mother sti ll 
resides. Two children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen: Nelli e '1' ., May 12, 185G,and Myrtle H., 
Ja n. 29, r8G I. The latter died in Milford, Oakland 

County, June 23, 1883. 
Mr. Allen was for many years an active Republi ­

can, but of late has ;t1lied' himself with the National 
Greenback party. He has served three years as 
Justice of th e Peace. M r. and Mrs. Allen are both 
members of th e Methodist Episcopal C hurch. They 
have been zealous adherents to th e interests of the 
Christian religion, and contributed of their strength 
and means to its maintenance. The first preaching 
III I,is p:ut of Gratiot County was done in th e hou se 
of Mr. Allen, by the Rev . Ellery Hill. 

~ County. On reaching man's estate, he went to 
~ Eaton County and acted as assista nt in his brothe r's 
g store two years. He then formed a partnership with rs. Elizabeth Hursh, widow of John M. 
J::( A. Howland, and established himself in mercantile / Hursh, one of the first settlers of the 

business, a rela tion which existed a year and a half. :; .~ " coun ty, is a daughter of George and Pame-
On disposing of his interests, Mr. Allen came to \Iy\:, li a Brown, a nd was born in Rose Township, 

Gratiot County and invested his means in 320 acres Wayne Co., N. Y ., Sept. 9, 18J9. She was 
of land in Pine River Township. He subsequently reared on a farm, and married in the same 
sold 160 acres, and of the remainder has 90 acres township, M arc h 22, 1837. Of her II children six 
under cultivation, with commodious farm buildings . were born inN ew York Sta te, a nd five in Union 

In all local history, it is nearly impossible to find T ownship. H a rriet E. is the wife of Ezra Stringe r, 
the periods within one generation so widely contrast- a farmer of this county; Georo,e H . is now in 
ing as that of the date of Mr. Allen's settling in Sagin<lIv County; John D. is a hotel-keeper at Loomis, 
Gratiot County and his present circ umsta nces, bo th Isahell a County; Helen 1- is the wife of Wesley 
of which periods are stron gly typical. Soon after he Winter, a farmer of Deerfield T ownship, this county; 
located, the well-remembered time known as th e Alonzo is a farmer at Loomis; Amy is the wife of 
starving period came on, from causes too well. known Wallace M ason, of Coleman; Isauell a (the first gi rl 
to require elaboration here. Mr. Allen, like all horn in the county, 1853) is the wife of William 
others, exerted every effort in behalf of the suff<!rin g, Dod(ls, a fanner of Mecosta County; Adelaide is the 
and among other practical deeds established the sale wife of Angus Walker, a farmer of this county; 
of articles generally required, operating on his farm. Emily, Franklin and Julian E. are at home. 
In 1859 he went to Alma, a nd there engaged in trade The family came to this county in 1853, and 
for nearly two years . He met with finan cial reve rses bought 80 acres on section 22 of what is now Union 
and lost nearly all his property, but hones t effort Towil ship, at the rate of a doll ar an acre , They 
and cardul management have placed him among drove from Marshall, Calhoun County, and cut their 

( the ,ubstantial residents of Gratiot County. o wn road fo r the last ten miles. They raised a log 
' . He was married at Grand Ledge, Eaton Co. , Mich., house, without lumber for doors, floor, window, 
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serve in the late civil war, and was as~igned to the ~ 
Army of the Cumberland, commanded by Gens. ~:~, 
Rosecrans, Buell and Sheridan. He participated in r 
the battles of Perryville and Stone River and other 
minor skirmishes in which his company were en­
gaged. At the Ilatlle of Stone River, Jan. I, 1863, 

\:: . .. , ';,j 

,~:,- ~ .~6 . 
glass or other necessity in the constrnction of a com-

(:( fortalJ1e residence. They cleared all this fann, and 
~P) made a nice home. Mr. Hursh had frequently to 

;\.· /~c r':; carry his provis:ons from Saginaw, at one time thus 
rS transporting 100 pounds. At the time of his death 

(Thanksgiving day, 1877), Mr. H. was keeping the 
H lITsh HOll ~ e at Loom is. lie kept hotel there for 
four years, alld was previous ly for a numher of ycars 
extensively cngaged in lUlllllering. 

About 1871, he bought a house and two lots on 
Church Street, Mt. Pleasant, which Mrs. H. now 

%, makes her home. She a lso has a claim to a ,\lIanti­
:.? ty of land ill this ('ounty, at pre~e ilt the suhject of 

, liti~ : lt ion. 
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ohn Rowlader, senior member of the firm 
";' of Rowlader & Winter, grocers at lllanch­

• ard, this county, was born in Wurtemilerg, 
(~ermany, Dec. 12, IX 28. When two years of 

age his parents emigrated with him to the New 
"" .'orld and located in I}erkimer Co., N. Y. 

They remained there for six years and then moved 
to Steuben County, same State. In that county, on a 
farm, John was reared anu cdllcated,·-remaining 
unuer the parental roof-tree, assis tin g his father and 
attending the common schools, until he attained the 
age of IS years . On arriving :J t th e age stated, Mr. 
Rowlader went to Yates COllnty, his native State, 
a nd worked two years for. farmers by the names of 
Green amI Abbott. He then went to Dansville, 
.I,ivingston County, and apprenticed hirnselfto a Mr. 
Zachariah Dildine, to learn the blacksmith trade. 
He served his apprenticeship four years, and then 
worked as a ,. jour" in variou s localities for a period, 
when he came to this State and established a general 
blacksmith shop at Woodland Center, Barry County. 
The date of his settlement in the place last named was 
(850, and the year following he purchased a farm in 
\Voodland Township, same county, and after mar-

~
- riage moved upon it and followed hi s trade, together 

' .. with thc occu pation of a farmer. II is brother was a 
r ,," partner with hil11 in the business and the connection 
~t lasted for 13 years. In 1 Ro 1 hc so ld his interest in 
fr'J the fanll to his hrother and pllrchased another farm, 
~_. which he cliltivatcu until Allg. 0, IX02. Oil that 

he was captured and after lour weeks was taken to 
l.ibllY prison, where he was confined for about 15 
days, when he was paroled . Shortly afterward he 
was taken with small-po x and was discharged May 
6, 1X63. 

After he was dischargcd from his conntry's service 
hc <::1111(; IlClllle, and, :1I'tcr rl'covery, ran a Il!:u:ksillilh 
s h0i' ill I:arry ('())IIII), j(lr two years. I Le thcn ell­
tercd on the Ot:ClI pation of a fanner again a nd suc­
cessfully cultivated his Carlll for a period, when he 
sold it a nd purchased a saw-mil\. He ran the mill 
for nine years, then sold it and moved to Seville 
Township, Gratiot County, From there he came to 
Linculn Township, this county, and purchased 120 
acres of land on section 1 <) and 80 acres on section 
15 . This was in 1873, and he has subsequently 
given the fa rm on section 1<), 120 acres, to his two 
daughters. He improveu 70 acres of the 80-acre 
farm on section IS and recen tly sold it for $4,000. 
He invested $3,000, together with $1,000 inve3ted 
by his son-in-law, in the bll siness in which they are 
at present engaged. They are meeting with success 
in the enterprise and have an increasing and profit­
ahle trade. 

C«. 
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Mr. Rowlader was unitcd in marri.!ge, March 23' 
1852 , at Carlton Center, Barry Co., this State, with 
Miss Mary Ann, daughter of William G. and Eliza ~ . 
(Robin,on) Wooley, natives of New Jersey, and of ~; 
Scotch and German extraction. The father was a 
farmer by occupation and came to this State June 
18,1837, settling with his fa mily in Bowne and Cal­
edonia Townships, Kent Co. He was the first white 
man to settle in those townships, and was one of the 
first white settlers in tha t cOllnty. From Kent 
County he went, in Feb., 1843, to Carlton Center, 
Barry Co., and was one of the pioneer settlers of that 
township and cOllnty. 

J, 
®i,~ 

Mary Ann was the eldest of nine chi ldren, and was *~',' 
Lorn in Enfield Center, T())l1pkin .:; Co., N. Y., March I' 2 I , J X.12. Whell on(; year old she was taken hy her ~) 

pa;'e llts to Ovid Township, Seneca County, same .,/ 
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~ old and then ca me with them to thi s State. I his :ilJ years 
'~ s three months aft e r the admission of Mic higan as 
il :~tate, and Mrs. Rowl ad er has resid ed witl~in its 
~ bounda ries ever since. She was educated In the 

·1 
I.~ v . 
. r · , 

common schools and in the school of .. indus try," 
which necessity required to ue ta ught at hOljih:, and 
at [4 years of age entered on the occupati'9'n of a 
domestic . She followed that vocation for soflle time, 
improving her leisure time in study. At the age of 
18 years she had acquired a good common-school 
education, passed examination a nd entered on the 
profession of a teacher. She successfully followed . 
her profession, teaching in the COntlllOn schools of 
Barry County until her 111arriagc to M r. lZowlader, as 

statcd. 
The husband ' and wife are the pa rents of fiv e 

children,. three of whom, Margaret]., Ada E. and 
Zana E., are living; a nd J essie C. and Emma L. arc 
deceased . The father and mother are both mem­
bers of th e Methodist Episcopal ChllTch and have 
heen faithful and energetic workers in the same for 
20 years. Mr. R. politically is a Republican. H e 
is also a member of th e blu e lodge, No. 304, F. & A. 
M., at Woodland, Barry County, and of the Royal 
,\r.:h Chapter at Hastings, same cuunl y. 

results. They have a judiciously selected stock, 
suited to their patronage. They own the building in 
which they are located. Mr. McQueen was elected 
Village Assesso r in March, [884. H e is a member 
of the Masonic Order and Lelongs to th e blue lodge 
and R oyal Arch Chapte r at Mt. Pleasant, and th e 
Council at Jon csv ill e. 

He was married in Hillsda le, in Dece mher, 11)7 4 , 

to Sarah E., daughter of William and Eli7.a Nowlin. 
She was born Oct. 2 1), 1853, in Pulaski, Jackson 
Co., Mich . 

. Ibert W. Hance, farmer, sectiol1 25 , Lin-

~ ." - I' coIn Township, is a son of Adam and Mary 

:~lJ~~ (Morri:on) . Hance, whose Liogra l~hy ma~ he 
~ !7.l f01111d In thiS work, and was born In Bennlr.g-

f to!) Township, Morrow Co.,Ohio,Oct. 8, 1841. 
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Mr. H a nce was the oldest of six children and re­
mained on the parental homestead, in Ohio, ass isting 
in the mainte nance of the family and in the cultiva­
tion of the fa rm, and attending th e common schoob 
of the county , l1ntil the removal of the family to thi s 
Statt', in 1805 . H e acco mpanied his parents to thi s 
State at.the datc nall1ed and, wi th th e fal he r, entered 
on the task of illlprovillg their wild land, . which in ( ) 
th e fl1tllrc was destin ed 10 becoll1e th c property or 
our subject. They fought against deprivation and 

F. McQueen, senior member oj" wall t , alld, lIfged on by fa ith in the futllre develop-

!\[ Ralph, d eale rs ment of the COllllty and a detefll1illation to succeed, 
in drl1gs, pate llt 1l1edicin es, paints, oils, they spent no time in idleness hut const;lntl y la bored 

stationery, toilet articles etc., Mt. I'leasant, 10 acc:olllplish th eir ailli. 

was born Sept. 30 , 185 2 , in Bridgeton, N. J. Mr. Hance was united ill marri age with Miss ~.~\ 
Hisparents, JohnandCaro line (Lee) MC<llleell, Adda, dau ghter of "hi lander and Eliza (Heals) J/ 

removed to Hillsda le Co., Mich., when he was three trams, May 20, ( 1)73 . Iie r pa rent s a rc na tives of 
years old, where they are still reside nts. His fa th er Penn~ylvania, a re of Scotch e xtraction , nnd reside 
is a painter by profession and is st ill pursuing th a t in Coe Township, this county, where the father is en-
business in Hillsda le. gaged in the occupation of farming . Adda was 

Mr. McQueen attended school until he was J 3 horn June 18, 185 6, in Coe Township. She remain ed 
(~ years ~Id, when he entered the drug-store of A. C. at home, assisting her mother in household duti es 

11 Allen to learn the detai ls of the business. After and attendin g school a t the log school-house in her 
"::;4 serving hi s time he served as a cle rk some time in native county until the date of her marri age. r-!;4 
'0- Ludington and Jon esville, comin g from the latter Mr. a nd Mrs. Hance are the pa rents of two chil- ~~JI '; 
;) Uil 

JI place to Mt. Pleasant in March, I ii82. If e soon d ren, horn anel named as foll ows : J , 11 na Bell, Sept. 'II 
~"K) afte. r form ed hi s prese llt Illisiness association with 2 () , 187 .1; ' ;111(1 I lew F ., May 6, I XX3. The yOl1ng ~~ 
l OJ ,. k W ]J I I d ' . I I' C • 1M' fl ' ('0) " ran. , "a pl, an opened the store In wInch they COlli> e Ived lor two years Wit I r. II. s at ler after ;,.; 
r-.' .. . ;:, have Sl11ce transacted business, with satisfactory their marriage, on the ok! hOilleskad, and th en se t- ..... ., 
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, tkd Oil his prese llt farm of 2 0 0 acres, O il sectio n 25, 
gVl Lincoln Township. H e has 40 ac res of hi ~ pl ace 

~ 
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improved, and has recently erec ted a residence 
thereon at a cos t of $[,000, exclusive of hi s own 
labor in the construction of the sa me. 

Mr. Hance , politicall y, is a believer in and sup­
porter of the principles of the Republica n party. 
He has held th e offices of hi s school di strict, and is 
a res pected and esteemed citizen of the townshi p. 

t~ .. ~· 1t ' ¥ 

~~ I : atrick C. Sullivan, of the finll of Mann ers 

~ I ,~ & Sullivan, blacksmiths a t Mt. Pleasa nt, is 
a son of Patrick '.lnd M a ry (Kelley) Sulli­

.~ I(J va n, and was born in the town ship of Lo we, 
, ~i( Oltawa Co., i'r. of ().ll ehee, Aug. 2X, IX55 . 
Ilis parents arc still resi!lill g ill I.owe, Oil a ra rlil. 

Mr. Sullivan \ca rneu hi s trad e ill Otta wa , Call ., 
which he has followed since he was 19 years of age. 
He rema ined in Ottawa less than two yea rs , and 
we nt thence to Bay City, Mich., where he engaged 
in the service of Gates & F ay, opera tin g in the winter 
season in the lum ber woods a nd durin g the summ er 
in their mill shops. He went in 1 880 to East 
Saginaw, where he remained until August, when he 
came to M t. Pleasant a nd conducted a blacksmith 
shop about six months in compa ny with Patrick 
M ason, after which he assoc ia ted Wm H. Mann ers 
with himself in the same bus iness. This rel a tion is 
s till existin g, a nu they are en gaged in ge ne ral black­
smithin g anu in th e manufacture of all kinus of 
lumber tools. They a lso do horseshoeing and re pair­
ing. Mr. Sulliva n owns his shop anu resiuence anu 
grounds on Pine Stree t. 

H e was marri ed Nov. 22, [ 883, a t Mt. Pleasant, to 
Libbie M. Carroll, a na tive of Canad a, born Aug. 

22 , I X59. 

zra C. Stringer, fa rmer on sec tion 30, 
~ Union, owns 40 acres on eithe r side of th e 

~ 
qu a rter-line road, the southwest quarte r 

of . the northwest q uarte r, and th e n J rthwest 
qua rter of the southwest (luarter ; a nd a lso 10 

(~ ac res in Dee rfi eld Town ship. H e is a son of 
( . Aaron a nd Mary (Hunt) Stringer, a nd was burn in 

Wellanu Co., ( :an ., April zR , I X.13. He was n;arcd 
on a fa rm, a nd a lso worked some a t carpentry, which 
he lea rn ed of his fa the r. 

In 1859 he came to Port Huron, St. Clair County, 
thi s State, and worked in the lumber woods nine 
months. Then he came to Saginaw, where he was 
similarly e ngaged for two years. Next he spent a 
few months a t Port Huron, and then was variously 
employed a t Saginaw until the fa ll of 1862, when he 
came to this county. H e has here followed lumber­
ing a number of winters, being first in the employ­
ment of Joh n M . Hursh. 

In Il:i G3 he bo ught So ac res, includin g the south 
40 of hi s presen t farm . In June, 1865, he bought the 
north 40 of his present place, al so 100 acres in Deer­
fi eld Township, Go acres on section 25, and 4 0 on 
section 20 . On his home farlll .t'i ac res a re in c ulti­
vation, and on the other tracts 17 ac res arc inlproved . 
lIe has bllill a ppropriak fa rlll IJllildings, and a nice 
res ide l1 c:::. He is a IlH;lIlber of th e 1. O. O. F. 

H e was marri ed in Union Township, March 8, 
1864, to Miss H arrie t E. Hursh, born in Palmyra, 
N. Y., March 3, 1839, the d aughter of John M. and 
Elizabeth Hursh. The four children born of this 
marri age a re as follows : Nellie, J an . 24, 1865 ; Alice 
E. , born May 7, [867; Maud, Sept. 3, 1868, and 
E a rl c. , F eb. 20, 1876. The first named wa: born 
in Mt. Pleasant; the other three on th e fa rm. 

G. Whitney, of the firm of 

was bo rn in Onta rio Co., N. Y., F eb. [2, 

1850. H e is a son of Benjamin and Caroline 
E. (Hall) Whitney, His father was a native 
of Vermont a nd a blacksmith; he died in 

Onta rio Coun t.y , aged 72 years. His mother was 
born in Ontario County, a nd is still living, near Salt 
River. 

Mr. Whitney was brought up on a fa rm, and, on 
reaching his majority, joined hi s brothers, William 
T . and Charles C. Whitney, at Mt. Pleasant. He 
passed three years laboring as a builder, a nd in 1879 
wa:; elected Con stable. While discharging the duties 

r.:. ... V~~\.1\ r.0,,, r..--:-)[ ~ ___ "~" 
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o ed in draying. On the expiration of his term of who drank and had other bad habits, but young )( 
gag . 'rr d I" » • office he was appoInted Deputy Shen.lI, an has been Landon stout y resIsted all temptatIOn. To this ~~. 
the incumbent of the office ever SInce. .In 1883, earl I virtue his present standing and success are di- t 
sso~iated with his brother, George G. WhItney, he rectly attributable. When YOllng, he was often held G 

!) ;pened the livery stable which.they are stiY ma~aging. fast by thoughtless and evil men who tried to pour 
Their business is conducted In connectIOn wlj*h the whi~ky down his throat, and who used every means, 
Bennett House, and they keep ten horses andl),ivery fOlll as well as fair, to shake his resolution; but he 
accommodations in proportion to their pat/ollage. bravely answered No, and was victorious. 
They run an omnibus line for the benefit of the Ben- When a little over 2 J , that is, Nov. 29, 186 J, he 
nett House, and to accommodate the public. They was united in marriage at Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence 
are also engaged to some extent in traffic in real Co., N. Y., with Miss Martha, daughter of Samuel 
estate, buy and sell buildings, lots, etc., and now own H. and Rhoda (Ferguson) Andress, natives of Can-
three houses and five lots. Mr. Whitney is a mem- ada. Mr. and Mrs. Andress lived in the Dominion 
ber of the Order of Masonry. until 1862, when they came to Clinton Co., Mich. 

He was first married Sept. 2, 1868, in Shortsville, They lived then successively three months in Clin-
Ontario Co., N. Y~ , to Sarah L. Beaden. His second ton County, two years in Canada, fOllT years at St. 
marriage, with Mary R. Schuyler, occurred at Mt. John's, Clinton County', and two years in Gratiot 
Pleasant, in September, 1876. She is a native of County. They then lived for six years in Chippewa 
Watertown, Jefferson Co., N. Y. Township, this county, four years on a fa rm in Den­

ohn T. La.ndon, a prominent farmer and 
lumberman, residing on section 28, Chip­
pewa Township, is a son of Jesse and Sally 

(Trickey) Landon, natives of Canada, where 
they resided most of their lives. They first 
settled in Lansdowne, C. W., afterwards re-

moving to Pittsburg, C. W., whence after a few years 
they returned to Lansdowne. The father was by 
occupation a farmer, but meeting with serious mis­
fortunes he lost all he possessed. His wife died in 
Lansdowne, about 1850, and he died at the same 
place, in the spring of 1861. Four children born to 
them grew to be adults, namely: Alfred, Sophronia, 
John T. and Rosanna. 

The subject of this biography, the second son, 
began life in Lansdowne, April 26, 1840. He was 
about nine years of age when his mother died. and 

') his father being in somewhat limited circumstances 
• he went to live with a young preacher named James 
~'. P ~ eck. Here he found a good home for one year. 
I~~ The following two years he worked by the month for 
,~ $~ and board. He was employed by vanous indi­
( vlduals until 21 years old, receiving sometimes as 

, _ much as $10 per month. During many of these 

ver Township, and finally settled in Chippewa TO\~n­
shi p, where they still reside. Their daughter, Mrs. = Landon, was born in Jefferson Co., Can., June 17, = 
184°. ~: 

After marriage, Mr. L. resided in Canada until the 
following summer, and in July, 1862, came to Clin-

= = ;0 
ton County, this State. Sept. I, following, he came \ 
to this county and sought employment, which he ») 
readily obtained for one year, at $15 per month and 
IJoard for himself and wife. He then bought 40 
acres on section 30, Chippewa, going in debt for 
nearly all the purchase price. One year later, during 
which time he worked out by the month, he mo\'ed 

on his land. He continued to work for others, clear. ~~.'"t , 
ing his own land as fast as he could. Being fond of «­
hunting, he passed part of his time in hunting and f{ 
trapping. Three years later he bought another 40 
acres, and in two years more he sold his whole 80 and 
bought 160 acres, where he has since resided. 
Shortly after locating the last time he took a contract 
of lumbering, which proved very disastrous, and he 
found his affairs badly involved; but by untiring en­
ergy and perseverance he has surmounted all diffi­
culties, and now "in the sunshine of prosperity he ~;r" 

can smile at the trials of the past." He has bought ti5 
from time to time various tracts of land and now ~1t '1, 
owns, in Chippewa Township, Isabella County : ®) 
157 ~ acres on section 28, 80 on section 29, 40 on -( 

"',ir~~ 
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section J 8, 16o on section 15, 160 on section I I and 
40 on section 10; and in Greendale Township, Mid­
land County: 120 acres on section 18, and 27 on 
section 21 ;-in all, 924M acres, besides five vill age 
lots in Mt. Pleasant and 40 acres in Gladwin County. 

In the year 1873 he built the fine brick residence 
he now occupies, and which was the first brick struct­
ure in Isabella County. In 1883 he erected two new 
barns, and he now has on his place seven barns and 
two sheds, the latter 66 feet in length. He keeps 
[00 sheep, 40 cattle, 17 hogs and 6 horses. 

Mr. Landon has been President of thl: Isabella 
County Agricultural Society for four years, and to 
him belongs the credi t of making that useful organi­
zation what it is. He cleared the land, arranged 
necessary details and advanced the means to put it 
in running order. He has often been urged to ac­
cept offices as the gift of his fellow citizens, but has 
invariably declined, except in the case of several 
school offices. Politically, Mr. Landon acts on all 
occasions with the Republican party. He and wife 
are active members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

We are certain that the citizens of Isabella County 
will look for Mr. Landon's portrait in this ALBUM, 
and we therefore give it, on a preceding page. 

land Counties, and then came again to Isabella 
County and worked in the lumber woods for M. 
Stinchfield. He has since cleared about 40 acres of 
his land, built a good barn in the summer of ,[883, 
and made other improvements. He has been an 
officer of his school di strict two terms, and in regard 
to political questions takes Republican views. 

I n the mon th of June, 1871, M r. Sand brook mar­
ried Miss Carrie F. Bezner, who was born in 1845. 
Her parents dying when she was an infant, she was 
brought up in the family of a man named Shaw, in 
Wayne Co., Mich. She died May 9, 1880, leaving 
two sons, namely: William M., born in October, 1872; 
and Thomas, in June, 1874. 

herman D. Eldred, farmer, section 13, 
Rolland Township, is the son of Judson D. 
and Mary (Dopp) Eldred, natives of New 

York State, the former born in New Lisbon, 
May 20, 18 I 9, and the latter in Geneseo, March 
24, 1828. The former came to Michigan when 

a young man, residing at first for a while at Hillsdale, 
and in the spring of 1866 he settled upon a one-
eighth-section of land in Rolland Township, this 
county. In 1870 he moved to Broomfield Township, 
and in [881 he sold and went to Missouri; in a short 
time he sold out there and returned to Broomfield 
Township. They are both yet living on the farlO he 

eorge Sandbrook, fanner, section 30, Fre- las t purchased. Of their 14 children, 6 are deceased. 
mont, is a son of William and Ann (Bea- The subject of this sketch was born Aug. 15, 185 2, 

" ven) Sandbrook, natives of England and in Branch Co., Mich. 
members of the farming community: father When 20 years of age he engaged as clerk for T. 
died in 1881 and mother in 1878. Georgewas C. Gardner, general merchant, at Millbrook; also 
born March 7, [842, in Merthyr, England; at worked some at carpentering. In 1877 Mr. E. came 

the age of 12 he began to work on the farm; in 1867 to the farm he now owns, the tract comprising 320 
he emigrated to the United States, landing a tCastle acres; 140 acres of this are now under cultivation. 
Garden, New York city, and working as a hired gar- He has good improveP..1ents, and one of the best barns *' dener until the following April; next he resided a in the township, built in 1882. At present Mr. 

' <)1' year in Wayne Co., Mich., working on a farm; in Eldred is Supervisor of the township of Rolland and 
i~ 1869-7 0 he cut wood for Charles Lamb in Clinton he has been Highway Commissioner one term. Is a "r County; he then bought 120 acres of primitive land member of the Masonic Order, and in politics 
~~ where he now resides, but did not then settle upon supporter of the Republican party. 

'''~ it. The following winter he spent at St. John 's; in March 24, 1874. Mr. Eldred was married to Miss 
.'(~, 

') the spring he did some chopping on his land; dur- Jennie, daughter of Champlin H. and Rachel (Slater) 
',;- ing the summer he was at work in Waynl: and Oak- Roberts. She was born Oct. 5, 1856, in Susquehanna 
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--==========~~~~~~~~ ~ ~1! P Her father was born in 1835, and her mother, of Mt. Pleasant, which position he filled two terms. I i 

ISAlJRLLA COUNTY. 

Co., a. . 8 6 He has officiated several terms as member of the vi . noW deceased, was born In I 3 . . ,' . 
Mr. and Mrs. E. are the parents of thr:e chIldren, Town Council, and is at present one of the School 11,1';:' 

I . Alice E. born June 19, 1875; 1< lorence M., Board. He is a prominent member of the Masonic 
name y. . 'd M B M 5 1882 Order, belonging to the Royal Arch Chal)ter and to Sept. 8,1879; an ary., ay 1 , . 

., 
r 

ohn Ma.xwell, merchant at Mt. Pleasant, 
was born March IS, 1837, in Glasgow, 
Scotland. His parents, Daniel and Helen 

(Agnew) Maxwell, were native~ of t~e s.ame 
country, where they passed theIr entIre hves. 
His father was born in Stirling, and was a 

maltster by calling. . His mother was born in the 

South of Scotland. 
When Mr. Maxwell was I I years old he entered 

the lower body, Lodge No. 305, at Mt. Pleasant. He 
is a charter member of the lodges at that place and 
at Salt River, and assisted in the organization of 
both. 

Mr. Maxwell was married nt West Unity, Ohio, to 
Mary C. Goll. Two children, John and Ellen, were 
born of their union. The mother died, and Mr. 
Maxwell was a second time married in 1879, to M. 
E. Slater, of Isauella County. Mr. and Mrs. Max­
well are members of the M. E. Church. 

.-.--~.---. 

into an apprenticeship to learn the trade of a watch- -r-=~~ 
maker. He served five years under his indentures ~ 'fonrad Buhr~r, .farmer, section 12, Rol-
and pursued the business some years longer. He ~ ~,,~ land TownshIp, IS a son of Jacob and Bar- .'.>'. 
came to the United States in the fall of 1857 and • ~r bara (Bolle) Buhrer,. natives of ~wit~erland. ~ 

;; went to West Unity, ?hio, where he opened a sl~op ~ His father was born 111 1786 and dIed 111 1847, ~: 
I: and continued in busll1ess five years. In the sprIng . \ and his mother was born in 1803 and died in ~ 
I: d .~ , .• of 1863 he came to Isabella County and entere a 187 S, in Adrian, this State. IiV' 

homestead claim of 160 acres of land on section 29, The subject of this sketch was born June 21, 1839, ~ 
in Lincoln Township, where he resided until the in Switzerland; landed at New York city May 3, 
spring of 1870. His farm is valuable, with about 70 1861, where he remained a short time; next, was 
acres under cultivation. He officiated as Sllpervisor three months at Toledo, Ohio, then at Adrian, Mich., 
of Lincoln two terms and held other millor offices. awhile, working on a farm, and Toledo again, work-
In the fa11 of 1869 he was elected Sheriff of Isabella nine months in a sash factory. At this time he con-
County on the Republican tkket . He held the po- cluded that patriotism required him to uphold the 
sition a year and on his resignation appointed County Union Government by risking his life upon the field of 
Treasurer, to fill the vacancy created by the death of battle, or, what is worse, in the military camp. Accord-
the incumbent, Nelson Mosher. He held the position ingly, he enlisted in Co. K, 37th Ohio Inf., which 
seven successive years, being thrice re-elected. He served under Gen. Sherman. He was engaged in the 
estaLlished his present business April I, 188o, in battles at Chattanooga, Missiollary Ridge, Big Shanty 
company with J. E. Fessenden. A year later, the and Marietta, and was wounded at Atlanta, Aug. 24, 
connection was terminated by Mr. Maxwell buying 1864, in conse(luence of which he was in the hospital 
the interest of his partner, since which time he has 30 days, at home in Toledo on furlough, and then 
operated alone. He carries a well-assorted stock, till the close of the lVar at Cleveland, Ohio, where he 
~uited to his trade, and estimated at $10,000 in value, was honorably discharged June 5, 1865. He then 
Including dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes, crock- worked one year at Toledo, two years at Adrian, 
ery, ready-made clothil~g, hats, caps, etc. His es- Mich., and then he bought 40 acres in Fulton Co., O. ;t' 
tablishment is one of the leading business houses of On this he lived till Oct. IS, 1879, when he came to ~ 

, Mt. Pleasant, and his trade is prosperous and satis- his pres<.: nt home in this county. With regard to '1, 
(!- factory . His farm is manag<.:(\ I)y his son. national qu es tions, Mr. B. is a Republican. (~) 

~}:i Mr. M~xwell was the first President of the village In 1868 he married Miss Frany, a daughter of ,1:,.. 
~ ,~,«--~ r , l\/;'U" '·A· ' UU: -;'~-~(j\..", ---. ~"~~'~t(i'}"''' ':~''~j'''~ ' ~ ~- .. ) " . !.I.V. ~ /- '." \rJ'I>··~ . ..,...':::: " , . ... :,",-I~~~ \\ .. ,~ .. .". ::; 
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~ Jacob and Mary (Dinger) Master, natives of Ger- George, he established a mercantile business. The 
~ many, who live on a farm in Henry Co., Ohio. Mrs. relation existed four years, and after his brother's 
"t B. was born July I~, 1850. The children of Mr. and withdnwal Mr. Chatterton continued the manage_ 
T Mrs. B. are: MlI1me, born Oct. 20, 1869; Jacob B., ment of his mercantile interests at that point ten 

(c) April 8, 1871; Mary, June 15,1873; Lydia, Oct. 12, years. He came to Mt. Pleasant in ~ay, 1880, and 

/ 

\ 

f 

1874; Edward, April 19, 1876; William, May 3 r, at once established the business interests in which 
1878; and Alphena, Dec. 20,1882. he has since been engaged. His average stock rt:p-

ewett E. Chatterton, general merchant at 
Mt. Pleasant, and member of the lumber 
firm of Walker & Chatterton, was born 

Dec. 7, 1840, in Mt. Holly, "Rutland Co., Vt. 
He is a son of Daniel and Bets~y (Jewett) Chat­
terton, who removed to Michigan in 1852. 

They settled on 16o acres of land in Meridian 
Township, Ingham County, four miles east of Lan­
sing. Their family includes four children: George 
A. Chatterton, an insurance agent at Hubbardston, 
Ionia Co., Mich.; Mason D. Chatterton, an attorney 
at Mason, Mich., and Probate Judge of Ingham 
County; Sarah E., the wife of Augustus Sturges , and 
residing on a celebrated piece of property near the 
city of Richmond, Va., kr.own as the Hopewell 
Farm. 

Daniel Chatterton was born in 18°7, in Mt. Holly, 
Rutland Co., Vt., and died in Meridian, Ingham Co., 
Mich., in 1866. Betsey (Jewett) Chatterton was 
born in 1804, in Littleton, Mass., and died ill the 
same place where the demise of her husiJand occur­
red, in 1877. H er parents were natives of Massa­
chusetts, of English descent. The paternal grand­
parents of the subject of this sketch were born in 
Connecticut, and were of English ancestry. 

Mr. Chatterton attended the common schools of 
Ingham County until he was 17 years old. He then 

resents an estimated value of between five and eight 
thousand dollars, and his trade is in a thriving con­
dition, requiring two assistants. In March, 1881, he 
formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, John 
P. Walker, and they purchased a lumber mill in Mt. 
Pleasant, Mich. In the operations of this they em­
ploy about 25 men. The d aily product averages 
30,000 shi ngles, and they expect tu cut about 2,000,000 
feet of lumber in 1884. They ship their products 
chiefly to the EaEt. They combine building con­
tracts with their other business and conduct a retail 
yard in connection with the mill. Mr. Chatterton 
owns four lots in the village of Mt. Pleasant, where 
he built a handsome brick residence in 1882-3' He 
also owns three lots. on whic.h he has erected three 
nice cottages to rent. He is a member of the Order 
of Masonry. 

Mr. Chatterton was married April 28, 1867, to A. 
Elizabeth, daughter of n. D. and Angeline (Howard) 
Adams, who was born in Livingston Co., N. Y., July 
15,1841. Her father was born in 1806, in Madison 
Co., N. Y., and was of English descent. He re­
moved to Michigan in 1847, and died in Antrim, in 
the county of that name, in 1880. His wife was 
born in 1814, in Connecticut, of English parentage. 
Her marriage occurred in 1834, and she died in 
Antrim Township in 1854, leaving five daughters and 
three sons. Mr. and Mrs. Chatterton have two sons: 
Howard E., born March 16, 1872, and Harry J., born 
Nov. 10, 1874. 

became a student in Lansing, and after two years of -~ -
study he entered the Agricultural College near that 
city, where he was a student three years, after which 

C) he went to Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and pursued a Ifred L. Young, hardware merchant, Salt 
~ course of commercial study at Eastman's Business River, is a son of John G. and Lydia A. 

,.~ College, where he was graduated in 1863. Mean- (Artz) Young, natives of Pennsylvania, who 
gl~ while he engaged in teaching, and taught six winter settled in this county in 1867 and died in Salt 
If' terms from 1859 to 1865. River. Their family comprised ten children. 
~ In the year last named he went to Hubbardston, The fourth son, the subject of this sketch, was 
~ Ionia County, and III company with his brother born in Pennsylvania, June 12, 1850, educated in 
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On schools and came to I sabella County the comm · . , 
. I I is IJarents in 1867. He was first employed hy 

WIt I I . ' . I I . 
his father in a grist and saw Imll, II~ ~~llC 1 JlISIIleSS 
he was engaged until J 87 6. ~ben ~ dlvl ~lOn was Illat.le, 
he taking charge of the gn:t-mIlI, With .a young..:r 
I . I r I'n the interest of th elT parents, until the death urot Ie, ' . , 
of the latter. In April, 1883, they sold th~lr "I~terest 
in the grist-mill and formed a partnershIp!, Hl th e 
the hardware and agricultural implement !fade, In 

which they are succeeding well. 
Mr. Young is a member of the 1. O. O. F., and 111 

political affairs vote~ with the. Democratic party . 
He was married, 11l Salt River, Aug. 30, 1879, to 

Miss Clara, daughter of J. E. and Elizabeth (Baker) 
Morton, residents of Mecosta County . Mrs. Y . was 
born in Maine, Dec. 25, 1859. They are the parents 
of two children,~Elton M. and Alfred E. 

In July, 1869, Mr. Young met with a se rious ac­
cident, by which he lost his ri ght arm. In Tlllll.ing 
a belt lIpon a pulley he was caught by that arm, which 
was taken off nearly to th e shoulder! H e haG, indpcd, 
a very narrow escape with his life. 

F airfield, Lenawee Co., Mich. Her fath er, Jason A, 
Hunt, was horn in the State of New York, and her 
moth..:r, C hloe, Il, ·r Scovel, WrlS I,orn in Cuy:dlOga 
Co., Ohio. They settled in Frelllont T ownship, this 
co unty, in 187G, whne they at pr..:sent reside. Mr. 
and Mrs. Manwell have one child, Menso l. who 
was horn M.lY 4, 1879. in thi s co unty. 

• 

1m1 eorge G. Whitney, of the firm of Whit­
:\1 (~l~ ney Bros., Ii verYlllen at M t. Pleasant, was 

~,~~;!::" r"f; b?rn Oct. 4, 1845: in. Ontario ,Co,. N. Y~ , 
( . ~ and IS a so n of UenJalllln a nd Carolin e E. 

(Hall) Whitney. (See sketch of R . G. Whit­
ney. ) At the age of 11 years he was appren­

ticed to thc Empire Drill COll1[lany, of Shortsville, 
N. Y., to learn wood and carpenter work on their 
machin es. H e remained in their service until he 
was r 6 years old, wh en he en li sted. The civil wa r 
had IHoken out a few months previous, and he 
yielded to the influence which ruled all classes a nd 
conditions of llIen in the North . He enrolled a t 

1$" 
= = ~. 

= = Canandaigua, in Co. L, 24th N. Y. Vol. Cav., as ~ 
bugler, and served tW() ye;us. H e was with his 

a.mes Manwell, Supervisor of Fremont regiment in the engagements of the Wilderness, 
Township, residing on section 14, is a son at North Anna River, Cold H arbor, Spottsylvania 
of Robert and Margaret (Scott) Manwell, Cou rt-Hou se, a nd on th e '7th and 18 th of June, 

natives of Scotland and now residents of Can- 1864, in front of Pe te rsburg. They were again 
ada, upon a farm. engaged in the siege of th at city Sept. 30, 1864, and 
The subject of this sketch was born June 20, afterwards at Hopper's Farm, Farmville, Appomattox 

1844, in Lanarkshire, Scotland; in rR5 7 he emigrated COllrt-House, Stony Creek, and in num1>erless skir-
~'f1 to Canada; in 1865 to Portage Co., Ohio; aft..:r a mish..:s of minor illl),ortan c..:. At tIl ": storming of 
P time, returned toCan ad a ; th en to Portage Co., Ohio, Petersburg, j,:ne 17,1864, Ile was slightly wounded 

again; and in 1876 to Isabella County, settlin g on in th e head by a piece of shell, otherwise escaping 
section 22, Fremont Township. He afterward sold unharmed throughout the entire period of his se rvi ce. 
this place and bought a portion of sections 13 and 1.1, H e was discha rged June (I , 1865, a t C loud 's Mills , 
same township, the amount being 80 acres. Here Va. In the month followin g he came to Michigan 
Mr. Manwell is winnin g from the soil a livelihood for and located at Cambria Mills, Hillsdal e County, 
himself and family, and is exhibiting the example of where he pursued th e busin ess of a ca rpente r. In 
an industrious ano prosperous fa rmer. He has been th e spring of 188 1 he caill e to Mt. Pleasant, where 
Township Clerk two terms, and has been Supervisor he was similarly engaged a year. In the spring of 

.. ' ~' . (0 slllce the sprin~ of 1882. Of national question s he J882 he entered into association with his brother, 

~
f. takes Democratic views, and he is a member of the in which they are now operating with gratifying 

Masonic Order, Wabon Lodge, No. 305. results , 
l\~ . Aug. · I7, 1878, Mr. Manwell married Miss Eurana Mr. Whitney was marri ed Nov. 19, 1865, in Cam- C!:l) 

~
?:. Hunt, who was born March 20, 1860, in the town of bria Mills, to Mary A. J ackson . She was born < 
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,;!; son. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Mary A., Florence A., Rosina, Ella and Sidney. 
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Whitney, as fol19ws: Clara, Aug. 30, 1866; Vettie, William A. and Sidney 'Ire deceased. 
Oct. 24, 1869; Charlie B., Aug. 8,1872, and Everett, Mr. Taylor has been Township Clerk and Justice 
May 20, 1874. The latter was killed at Isabella of the Peace, and is now Township Treasurer, having 
City, Aug. :ls, 1883, by being thrown from a horse he been elected in the spring of 1883. He takes a deep 
was riding. His foot caught in the stirrup and he interest in education, and has held the several dis-
was dragged some distance, receiving injuries from triet school offices. Quite early in life, after receiv-
which he died. ing a common-school education, he began to study 

o-'''=m 
liharles Taylor, residing on section 29, Chip-

o~ pewa Township, is a son of Th011las and 
Mary (Church) Taylor, who were born and 
lived in England till the father's death . After 
that event the mother came to America and 
lived in Orleans Co., N. Y., until her death. 

Their children numbered three, Charles being the 
eldest. 

He was born in England in October, 1829, and 
was nine years of age when he came with his mother 
to the Great RepuLlic. He lived in Orleans Co., 
N. Y., until 18 years old, attending school and work­
ing on the farm. He worked out by the month for 
nearly four years, and in 185 I returned to England 
for a six months' visit, partly on business and partly 
for pleasure. He attended the World's Fair at Lon­
don, one of the first of the great exhibitions which 
have been held frequently since in other cities. After 
one year more in Orleans County, he came, in April, 
1853, to Michigan, and lived in Eaton County alJout 
two years. In February, 1855, he came to this 
county and bought 240 acres in Chippewa Township. 
He built first a log house, which he occupied at)()ut 
eight years, then a small frame uwelling, in which he 
lived until 1871 ; and in that year he built his pres­
ent residence. He has since disposed of all IJut 80 
acres of his farm, and now has in cultivation So 
acres. 

He was first married in England, Jan. 15,1852, to 
Miss Ann, daughter of George Franklin, a native of 
Albion's Isle. She dieu March 17,1852. Aug. 26, 
of that year, he married, for his present wife, Miss 
Sophronia, daughter of Jesse and Sarah (Trickey) 
Landon, natives of Canada and Virginia. Mrs. Tay­
lor was born in the former country, April 23, ,843, 

for the ministry. In 1853 he was licensed as an 
exhorter and in 1856 as a local preacher of the gos­
pel, for the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which 
he and wife are still consistent members. He has 
preached effectively at various points in this section, 
in Eaton County and in Gratiot County. 

Mr. Taylor votes the RepulJlican ticket. 

eth S. Richardson, farmer, section 30, Fre­
mont Township, is a son of Asa P. and 
Jane (Staple) Richardson. The former was 

born in Vermont in 1797, was employed in 
farming, in lumbering, also locating lines in the 
wilderness of the Pine-Tree 8tate; moved with 

his family to Ohio in 185 [, settling first in Lorain 
County, two years afterward to Montgomery Town­
ship, Wood Co., Ohio, subselluently to Jackson Town­
ship, same county, and finally, in 1868. to this 
county, where be lived with his children until 
his death, which occurrt'd March 30, 1879. at the 
residence of his son Barnard. His widow, who 
was !Jorn in Maine in 1806, is still living, "hale and 
hearty," with her son Charles at Dushville. All her 
12 children are living and are heads of families, four 
in Ohio and eight in Michigan. 

The subject of this sketch was born Oct. 31, 1826, 
in the State of Maine ; worked at lumbering and 
farming in his native State until he was 26 years of 
age, when he moved to Lorain Co., Ohio, and after­
ward to Wood County, that State. In 1868 he moved 
to this coullty and homesteaded 40 acres; he subse­
quently purchased 120 acres more, and he now has' 
about 60 acres in good cuhivation. He has been 
Township Treasurer two terms, Highway Commis-
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~ two terms and school officer 13 yeus in suc- K., having no children of their own, have adopted " 
Sloner . ' ,;; 

.' n Politically he IS a RepublIcan. a son, whose name is Rollin S. Q. ~ 
ceSSIO. . ' 

Before he left the State of Mall1e, Mr. RIchardson On national questions Mr. Kinter acts with the Re-
o d Miss Emilv daughter of Henry and Isabella publican party. 

marne .' 
l ' 'Ior who was born Aug. 3, 1835, and died April 

.fJ a}, h' d M' M 
5, .857. Two years afterward e ~arneA (I~~ ary) 
A., daughter of Samuel ~nd Ehza . ~~gon 

M Ewen the former a natIve of Pennsylvat;l)a and 
c , 'd' ·'S the latter of Ken tucky, both now res I 111 g 111 en eca 

C Ohio on a farm. Mrs. R. was born May 8, 
0., ' .. 

8 The children of Mr. and Mrs. R . are SIX 111 
1 39· 

"er as follows' Charles H .. I )orn Nov. '0, ,Xli, ; 
nUll1u " . 

EI' J Dec 26 r86?' Emma, Oct. 12, 18li5 ; (;eo. Iza., . , .J' 
W., Aug. 3, 1868; Mary L., Dec. I I, 1870 ; and 
Cena A., Dec. 2 I, 1873. The first three were born 
in Ohio, the last .three in Michigan. 

.:1 
ichll.el Murtha, Register of Deeds of Isa-

/ bella County, residing at Mt. Pleasant, 
:: .. ~'" was born May 7,1844, in PortlanclTown­

.~\\\~ ship, Ionia Co., Mich. lie is the fourth of 
nine childn:n hOrll to his parents, l'atrick and 
Ann (Hoy) Murtha, all of whom are living. ]11 

1856 his father removed with his family to Coe Town­
ship, Isabella County, and settled on 160 acres of 
land on section 8, which he afterwards increased by 
the purchase of 80 acres additional. Both his par­
ents died on the homestead. 

Mr. Murtha was reared on the farm and was en­" I gaged in farm labors until he was 19 years old. He f iii illiam H. Kinter, proprietor of hotel, Salt obtained a fair education by devoting the winter sea-
~ II River, is a son of Cyrenus and Jane (Lee) 50ns to earnest study, and, after the age named, he 

,) ~,p- Kinter, who were natives of New York spent some time in teaching and as a clerk. He ., r State and Illinois, respectively! and settled owns a farm in Coe Township, which is located on 
first in Eaton Co., Mich., where they lived section 9, and contains 40 acres of land, with 25 

about 22 years; they then came and located in acres under cultivation. 
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Coe Township, where they now reside. Mr. Murtha has officiated as Clerk of Coe Town- C) 
In this family were three children, of whom the ship one term, and as School Inspector several years. 

subject of this sketch was the eldest son. He was He has also served as Township Treasurer two terms. 
born in Eaton Co., Mich., Nov. 21, 18.p, and edu- In the fall of 1882 he was placed in nomination on 
cated at the common school. In July, 1861, he en- the Democratic ticket, for the position he is now fill-
listed in the Fifth Mich. Vol. Inf. and served three ing. running against C. W. Gardner, and was elected 
years, being in 30 important engagements, from Jan. by 66 majority. He is a member of the Order of 
9,1862, to the siege of Petersburg. which continued Masonry. He was married Oct. 23, 1872, at Salt 
till April 3, 1865; and he was also in numerous River, Coe Township, to Sarah, daughter of James 
skirmishes. He was discharged at Detroit, Mich., C. and Hannah W. Merrill. She was born in Portland, 
and, returning to his home in this county, he was Me., Oct. 3, 1845 . Their children are: James M., 
for about a year unable to labor, on account of sick- born Aug. 31, 1873; A nl1a, May 9, r 87 9; and an in-
ness. He then bought a farm of 120 acres in Coe fant child, unnamed. 
Township, where he resided until 1883, when he Mr. Murtha's parents were among the first settlers 
purchased the hotel at Salt River, which he now of Coe Township. Following is the record of their 
manages. He has about 100 acres of his farm in children: Stephen P. is a farmer of Coe Township, 
cultivation. and married Catherine Gruber; George W. is a . 

~ 
He was married in Gratiot Co., Mich., July 4,1869, farmer in the same township, and married Maria I ~~ 

to Emily, daughter of Amos and Sarah (Rossiter) Struble; Ar:hur is acting as clerk for Mr. Murtha, r 
While, natives of the State of New York, who settled of this sketch; Richard E. is a student at the State 

r. in this county about 1860. Mrs. K.was born in Norma,! School at Ypsilanti; Sarah A. is the wife of:; 
~ Calhoun Co., Mich., Feb. 27, 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Dr. J. P. Young, of Turlock, Cal. "-

~K~~~"~~ c f\~~DU~nU~'~-~ "':0~~~(~?p~~ 
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lien S. Fay, farme r on section 33, Chip­

pewa T ownship, is a son of Silas and Roba 

(Allen) Fay, natives of Connecti cut and Ver­
mon t. The pa rents first settled in Wyoming 
Co. , N. Y., and abo ut 1865 they removed to 

Iowa, where the mother died, in November, 1865. 
The bereaved husband went on a visit to New York 
a nd Pennsylvania , and while at Attica, N. Y., he died, 
in Jun e, r873. His remain s were taken to Towa and 
buried beside his wife . Their family cOlllprised three 
sons and five daughters, All en iJeing the eldest. 

He was born in Wyoming Co., N. Y., Dec. 26, 18 20, 

and remained a t home until nea rly the age of 2 1, 

alternately attending school a nd working on his 
father's farm . He bought seven months of hi s time 
from his fath er, paying for the same $40, and then 

""'lke,\ ",ll\\(' 11\ Ih " \\,"h\ '" ;\1 \'\ \\' ; 1~ t0 1'('IlI ;\ 11 hl1 1' . F 
Arnold in the winlerllf IS65 --6. 

He has held the office of County Superintendent 
of thl! Poor for seven years, Township Treasurer three 
years, and Hi ghway Commissioner four 'years. He 
takes a deep interest in the welfare of the township, 
and is pre-eminen tly one of its re presentative citizens. 

:<- idney Clark, dru ggist and Postmaster, Salt 
. River, is a son of Robert a nd Martha 

(Clark ) Cla rk, natives of New York Sta te 
who first settled in St. L awrence County, that 
State, and removed to I sabella County in the 

fall of 1864, settling in Coe Township, where 
worked out by the month . He then went to Penn- they now reside. Their family comprised six sons 
sylvania, where he worked in a saw-mill off a nd on a nd two daughters. 

for six years. The second son, Sidney, was born in St. Lawrence 
He was married in Wyomi ng Co., N. Y., Aug. 22, Co" N. Y., May 7, 1843, and was educated at the 

1853, to Mi ss Salina E., daughter of Geo rge a nd common school. He came with the family to this 
Eliza (Buck) Wood, nat ives o f New Yo rk . Mrs. county in l l:io4, a nd for ahout four years was in the 
Fay was IlOrn in Cattaraugus Co. N. Y, Oct. 18, e lll ployment of Aaron Wessells, at St. Louis and 
Jib 8. Before marriage, Mr. F. had purchased a Salt River. H e next e ngaged in mercantile pur-
farm in McKean Co., Pa., a nd they a t once settled suits at the latter place, but soon aLandoned them, 
on the same, where they li ved three and a half years. selling ou t and buying ')0 acres of land on section 14, 
He then sold, re turned to New York Sta te, and Coe Township, where he resided a year a nd a half; 
bought a steam saw and shingle mill, which he ran he then sold out and removed to Calhoun Co., Mich., 
abou t seve n years. In the meantime he made a residing there two years, engaged in mill work and 
ten-mon ths vi sit to Pike's Peak in search of health. ca rpentering, a nd one year as a clerk; next he had 
In the sprin g of 1865 he came to Isabell a County charge of the machinery in a woolen factory in 
a nd bought 80 acres of la nd on section 33, where he Van Buren Co., Mich., one year, when, on account of 
has since resided. He now ow ns 260 acres, 155 ill health, he retu rned to St. Louis, Gratiot Co., and 
under cultivation,-a handsome farm. for a year was employed as .c1erk by A. Wessells. He 

Mr. Fay is politi cally a Republican. H e is a mem- was next e ngaged for two years in a shingle-mill in 
ber of the F. & A. M., and has belonged to the Clare County, this State, and then, at Bay City, he 
1. O. O. F. He and wife belong to the M ethodist was first engineer for N. B. Bradley for six years. 

(Q Episcopal C hurch, of which he has been Steward 15 Then he returned to Coe Township and settled on a 

ci years. farm of 20 acres, \~ hich he conducted until January, 
.,:.?r" Mr. F helped to build the tra m-road for the Tuny 1883, when he sold out, moved to Salt River and 

~
{I~ Lumber Company, in McKean Co., 1'a., which he established himself in the drug business, in which he 
" ra n for three years. He formerly made freque nt is succeeding well. He was appointed Postmaster at 
(6\ trips down the Ohio River to Cincinnati, on rafts. this pl ace Nov. 8, 1883. He has also held the offices 
( He spent altogether seven years in the employ of of Constable, Deputy Township Clerk and School 
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~ =Di"rector. He is a member of the Masonic Order and offices sorne years in the locality where he is most ~ 

'

closely interested. In the fall of 1878 he was nolU- lJ~'j'~)'/ •. oftheG.A.R, . . ~~ I 
. In the fall of 1861, Mr. Clark enhsted III the 92d inated on the Republican ticket for the office of "ii' 
" N. Y. Vol. lnf., served a year and over, in the" Bal- County Treasurer, running successfnlly against Rich- ' 

loon Corps," and was honorably dis.charged .at Fort- ard Hoy. He was again nominated and elected in 
~ ress Monroe, for disability. Tn pohtlcal affairs he IS 1880, and held the position altogether four years. 

a Republican, and, with his wife, a memher ~f the He has acted as Supervisor of Union Township for 

M. E. Church. t 
. Mr. Clark was married in St. Lawrence Co.,rN. Y., 
Feb. '4, ,864, to Miss Ruth Dunn, a dau/!:hter of 
Edward and Jane Dunn, natives of the Empire State. 
Mrs. C. was born in that !;Qunty, Feh. 9, rX44· They 
have had three children: Hollis N., now deceased, 

Iva M. and Eddie, 

lexander Brodie, farmer, section 26, Union 

Township, was born Aug. 13, [834, nea r 
Greenock, on the River Clyde, in Scotland, 

II and is a son of James ar,d Christina (Thomp-
son) Brodie. Mr. Brodie was sent to school 

until he was 19 years old , and acted during the lil st 
four years of that time as an assistant in the school 
he attended. He came to Norfolk Co., Canada, be­
fore he was 20 years of age, and spent three years 
there in teaching. In 1858 he transferred his inter­
ests to Sanilac Co., Mich., where he remained several 
months, In the spring of 18:;9 he went to Saginaw, 
and in the fall of the same year he made a prospect­
ing trip to Isabella County. The next spring he 
settled in Union Township, where he has since re­
sided. His farm was a part of land that came into 
market abuut two years later, when he entered a 
claim of 160 acres under the provisions of the Home­
stead Act. The estate now includes 130 acres of 
cleared and improved land. Mr. Brodie now owns 
440 acres of land, located on sections 26, 35 and 36, 
and on the entire tract 180 acres are improved and in 
tillage. 

Mr. Brodie has been a prominent citizen of Isa­
bella County since he settled within its limits. He 
tau.ght two terms of school in the days of his early 
reSIdence, and has been identified with school mat­
ters quite extensi vely , having officiated in school 

~~~-------~ 

many years . 
Mr. Brodie was married at St. Louis, Mich., May 

r 2, 1 X66, to Jennie K, d all~hter of Samuel and 
Grace (Craig) McLeod . She was horn Jan . '5, 1844, 
in the city of Auburn, N. Y.; I,illie, the eldest child, 
was born Feb. 10, [868, in Lincoln Township. The 
three other children were born as follows, on the 
homestead: Hugh, July 12, 1870; Grace, Dec. 28, 
1876; Jessie, Nov. 1, ,881. 

In [861 the parents of Mr. Hrodie came to Union 
Township, where his father di ed, in June, 1872. The 
mother is living, in a small house huilt expressly for 
her use and independent comfort, on her son's farm. 
The father of Mrs. Brodie removed from Shiawassee 
County to what is now Lincoln Township, in Isabella 
County, in 1862, and entered a claim of 160 acres 
of land. The mother died there in [869, The 
father was killed in the lumber woods, in [864. 

Upon a page in proximity to this sketch is given a 
fine lithographic portrait of M.1'. Brodie, as a worthy 
and prominent citizen of Isahella County. 

C';l:'~~).f t,. obert Laughlin, conductor on the Sag­
, : inaw & M t. Pleasant bran ch of the Flint 
;~,~ '-,rn &. Pere Marquette Railroad, and residi~/!: 
)\"\ at M~. Pl easant, was, horn M;'lY 2, . [830, 111 

. Hennetta, Monroe ( .0 . , N. \. . HIS father, 
Robert Laughlin, was born in 17 85, in Ireland, 

spent his life in the pursuit of agriculture and died at 
Henrietta, at the age of 58 years. His mother, Eliz­
abeth (Kincaid) Laughlin, was also born in Ireland, 
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in 1787, and died at Dunkirk, N. Y., in 1863. r-
. Mr. Laughlin was the ninth of tfen children born to © 

hIS parents, and was reared on a arm. At the age ~! 

of 20 years he left home and engaged as a brakeman ~ 
on the New York & Erie Railroad, where he was § 
employed from 1~50 to 1>165. H e operated as a " 
brakeman eight months, IV hen he was promoted to 

'" '<"'~ 
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the position of conductor, in which capacity he oper­
ated four years. H e then 'became a fireman, and, 
afler serving in that position 15 months, he became 
an engineer. During the las t J 8 months of his stay 
in his native State, he acted as Secretary of the 
Brotherhood of Locomoti ve Engi nee rs. 

He came to Ionia, Mich., in d\6s, where he pur­
chased an interest in the mercantile establishment 
of Peter Hackett, i 11 which he continued one year. 
At the expiration of that date, he engaged in the 
furniture trade, in which he operated alone one year. 
In 1867 he accepted a position as conductor on the 
Ionia & Lansing R ailroad, in which capacity he 
officiated a few months , when he was appointed 
Superintendent and Master Mechanic of the railroad . 
Two years later, after the consolidation of the road 
with the Detroit, Lansing & Northern, he was ap-
pointed Assistant General Superint.enden t and Master 
Mechanic. He resigned th e position at the expira­
tion of 30 days, and became an engineer on the 
Ft. Wayne & Jackson Railroad. He continued in 
that employment one year, and went to Greenville, 
Montcalm Co., and took ch arge of the Grand Rapids, 
Greenville & Alpena Railroad. The affairs of the 
line were brought 'to <I termination by the failure of 
the owners of the road six months after his appoint­
ment, and he entered the employment of the Chicago 
& Lake Huron Railroad, as conductor. He spent 
two months in managing freight trains, after which 
he was a passenger conductor. The road became 
merged in the Chicago & Grand Trunk, and he 
remained in its service until October, 188o, when he 
entered the employment of the Flint & Pere Mar­
quette Railroad Company, as a C::l11ductor on ~ts 

Eastern Division. He ran a freight train about six 
weeks, when he took charge of a passenger train and 
has since c:ontintled in that position . 

J n the spri ng of ,R8" he removed his residence to 
Mt. Pleasant. H e..: is a ,ill:IIlIJer of the..: Condtlctors' 
Insurance Association, and is prominent in Masonic 
circles. He has heen connected with the order since 

! he reached the period of his legal freedom. He has 
taken sevcr:1.1 degrees and is High Priest of M t. 

( . 
.. ~~' Pleasant Cha pter, No. I , J. Royal Arch Mason~: . He 
," was chiefly instrtll1lcnt:t1 ill the organization of that 
)" hranch of the Ord er at Mt. Pleasallt, in the spring of 
(i!),883, and it was instituted Feb. 4, ,884. 

'')- On the loth of iVbrch, ,884, Mr. Laughlin was 

~(~~" 'O''''- '~ - . ~<%>-__ ~ 
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elected President of the village of M t. Pleasant, on 
the Democratic tickct. He owns his residcnce and 
grounds, and another lot, where he intends to build a 
dwelling; is also the owner of three building lots in 
the city of Grand Rapids. 

His marriage with Mary McDonald occurred Oct. 
15, 1854, in Greenwood, Steuben Co., N. Y. She was 
born Aug. 15, 1834, in Ireland, and is a daughter of 
Joseph and Bridg~t McDonald. 

eorge W. Fouts, farmer, section 13, Lin­

" coIn TownshiIJ, is a native of the State of 
Ohio, where, in Carroll County, he was born, 

Feb. 22, J 846. His parents were George and 

Eleanor (Hemming) FOllts, natives of Ohio 

and Pennsylvania respectively, and oi Cerman and 
English extraction. The father followed the trade (If 
a mechanic, and died in Ohio, in 1875, aged 63 years. 
The mother is still living, and resides in Carroll Co., 
Ohio, and has attained thc verierable age of 68 years. 
George W. lived on the farm and assisted in the 
maintenance of the family until he attained the age 
of 15 years. 

At this age of his life the Nation called on her sons 
to protect her flag from rebel shot and shell, and Mr. 
F. went forth to fight for its perpetuity. He enlisted 
in Co. A, 80th Ohio Vol. Inf., and his company was 
assigned to the Army of the Tennessee. His corps 
was known as one of " the Bloody 15th," commanded 
by Gen. Logan . 

Mr. F. was at once placed in the "drummer 
corps" as tenor drummer, which position he occu­
pied for three years. He was in all the active en­
gagements of the company during its service in the 
Army of the Cumherland. Together with the rest 
of the musir::al corps, Mr. F . was detailed as 
" stretcher bearer," which threw him in many dan­
gers. 

After serving in the army for nearly three years, 
he was discharged , and thereupon immediately re­
enlisted for the remainder of the war. After the 
close of the great contest, Aug. 14, 1865, Mr. F. was 
honorably dischargcd after an active and continual 
service of three years and ten months. 
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-After his discharge from the service, Mr. F . imme- coming to Isabella. On the above place he improved )f 
diately niturned to his home, that of his parents, in roo acres, and added two lots, of 45 and 35 U acres. ((!: 
Wayne Co., Ohio, where he remained until the fall He finally sold this farm, and he now lives at Two 4;, 
of 1867, when he came to this State. He located in Rivers, Deerfield Townshi p, this county. T 
this county and engaged in working in a mill. He Arthur n, was born Nov. 8, 1849, in i\1acomb Co., ~' . 
followed thi s occupation for some time a nd then pur- Mich ., lived at home with his parents until of age, 
chased all interest in the mill and remained asr,o ne and at the age of 25 ma rried Miss Mary E. Preston, 
of the finn for three years. At the expiration of this who was ho rn Dec. '5, 185 2, in Wyoming Co" N. Y. 
time he began farming for hi s fa ther-in-law, whifll he She is a daughter of Albert A, and M a rtha (Nichols) 
continued for a period and then purchased 40 acres Preston . M r. p" :I. fanll er, moved with his family 
of land on section T 3, Lincoln Township, where he from New York State to Wisconsin in 1854, n:tul'lling 
has constantly resided ever since, in a short time to New York, and in [863 came and 

Mr. F. was unitetl in marriage, Sept. 14, 1869, in settled on a qu ar ter. section in Lincoln Township; 
Coe Township, thiscoLlnty, with Miss Mary E. Estee, but since the a utumn of ,882 he has resided at Mt. 
who was born in Chautauqua Co" N. Y., Sept. 6, 185 I . Pleasant. 
She was the daughter of Perry H . a nd Carrie E. Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell have had three c hildren , 
(Dole) Estee, whose biography may he found in this as follows : Lilli an M., born Oct. 31, 1875,died Dec. 
work. 3 1 , r877; Geneva M., horn June 5,1878; and Alice 

Mrs. F. came with her parents to this State and M., Oct. 10, 188, . 
county and remained under the parental care until I n regard to national issues Mr. C. votes with the 
her marriage. She attended the" log-cabin school" F.epublican party. 
at Salt River when six years of age, and, in company 

W . Carr, junior member of the firm of Carr 
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with her brother, seven years old, walked two miles 
to obtain this privilege. Later she attended the union 
schools at Mt. Pleasant, and there, together with oc­
cupying her leisure mome nts in study, she acquired 
a good education. 

One child has been horll to the union of Mr. anti 
Mrs. F., namely, Free 1.., Feb. 28, [875 . Mr. F. is 
at present Justice of the Peace. He is a member of 
the I. O. O. F., Lodge 2.)9, of Salt River, and of the 

& Gran ge r, merchants at Mt. P leasant, ( I; 
was born June IS, [848, a t Prairieville, 

G. A. R., of tlt e same place. 
Politically, he is a heli eve r in and su pporter of the 

principles and doctrines of the Repub!ican party. 

Barry Co" Mich. He is th e son of David O. 
and C hloe M . (Grange r) Carr. His fa the r was a 
hotd.keeper a nd lumberma n, and removed 

from the State of New YOlk to Mic higan in 1836. 
Mr. Carr was iJut a small boy when hi s parents re­

moved to Charlotte, Eaton Co., Mich., where he at­
tended the COlll111 0n schools until he was 16 years 
old; and then he was sent to Bryant & Stratton's 
Business College at D etroit. After fini shin g a com-
plete commercial course, he went to Grand Ledge, 

rthur B. Caldwell, farmer, section 12, Fre- Eaton County, and there form ed one of the partner-
mont Township, is a son of James C. and ship of Babcock & Carr ill th e sale of drugs. The 

Nancy R. (Russell) Caldwell, the fonner born relation existed until 1870, when Mr. Carr sold his ' 
-in Massachusetts in 1824, and the latter in moiety to hi s partner a nd opened an excha nge bank, 
New York in 18 29, and died in this county, in which he conducted one year. 
August, [867. In this State they first lived in In 187 I he came to Mt. Pleasant anti bought out " 

Macom.b County, then Clintol1 County, then located Worden & Gavett, druggists. Mr. Granger was ad- ~ 
on section [2, Fremont Township, this county, where mitt ed to an interest in the business soon after and ~ 
the subject of this sketch still resides Mr ] C tl I ' I ' - d - '1'1 fi ;)~) Cald , .. . .. - - le partners 111' las sll1ce remalnc Intac t. le um \: 

well has followed farmll1g and lumhering Slllce is the oldest unchanged business connecti on in the "-

11 ('9tJnu(;~-~-~~..;...",-r;:;-. J...t(I..v~~~::\ 
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)l) town, and, it is supposed, 111 the county. They are 
~~ the oldest liquor dealers in Isabella Connty, and 
")l~ handle also groceries, drug" uooks, stationery, paints, 

and commodious barn. In regard to political 
Mr. D. is counted a Democrat. 

T oils, etc., and carry a stock which is estimated to 
Nov. [9, 1869, Mr. Demlow married Miss Minnie, 

daughter of Charles and Sophia Hillman: the former 
died in New York and the latter in Michigan. She 
was born in Michelburg, Prussia. Mr. and Mrs. D. 
are the parents of six children, viz . : Charlie, Will_ 
iam, Emma, Mary. George and Edward. 

<) represent $35,000. They employ five ass istants . 

( , 

\ 

Messrs. Carr & Granger transacted their uusiness 
six years at a location on the north side of Broadway, 
which is now occupied as a furniture store. They 
were burned out Aug. 5, 1875, reuuilt at once, and in 
30 days were in running order. Their loss by the 
fire was about $5,000. In r877 they built the fine 
brick block in which their business is now established. 
The building faces on Hroadway and Main Street, 
and is constructed in the shape of an I I, 175 feet 
long. The wing is two stories in height. and the 
main portion is three stories high above the !J;\se­
ments. The proprietors occupy the entire stfllcture 
with the exception of one roo III , which is used fin 
an office. They own three lots on Broadway, known 
as the Wm. N. Harris property . Mr. Carr is 
the owner of hi s residence and grounds. His 
marriage to Annie. daughter of Alexande r Hapner, 
occurred May I I, [873, at Mt. Pleasant, the ceremony 
being performed by G. W. Gosling. Mrs. Carr is a 
native of Indiana. Bessie, only child of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carr, was born at Mt. Pleasant, Sept. 7. [875 . 

. 'harles Demlow, farlller, sectioll 29, Fre­
mont Township, is a son of John and 

" 

dam Hance, fanner, section 

Towns hip, was horn in Licking Co, (lhio, 

Fe!>. 3, 1825. His parents were Thomas and 
Polly, lI r e nouglas, Hance, the former a native 

of New Vork and of Gerllla n descen t, and the 
latter a native of Scotland. The name Hance, as 
spelled by our subject, is a patronymic of Hause, as 
it was spelled by the father of Thoma~. 

The father of Adam was a farmer by occupation, 
and moved his family fWIIl New York to Licking Co., 
Ohio, in 1817 . When he flrst went to th l t county it 
was but littl e settled, and the hand of improvement 
was hardly visible. He remained there for some 
time and then moved to Knox County, same State, 
and then went to Morrow (then Delaware) County 
and Ii ved there until his death, in [879, being at that 
tillle in his 92d year. 

Adalll was three years of age when his parents 
went to Morrow (Dela ware) County, and spent his 
years until manhood in that county. He assisted his 
father on the farm and attended the common schools 

Sophia (Canford) Vemlow, nltives of I'russia, of the county, procuring a good common-school edu-
who came to New Vork State ill rX63, locating cation and developed into manhood. When 22 years 
on a farm . Mr. D. is yet living in Erie Co., of age he engaged with his father in the mercantile 

N. V., but his wife died in 1873, in that county. business, and successfully continued in the partner-
They had three sons and four daughters: one of the ship for two years. At the expiration of that time 
former is deceased, and all the living except one are he and his hrother, jointly, followed farming on the 
married. old homestead, and so continned until 1865. 

The gentleman whose name heads this sketch was During the above named year, Mr. Hance dis-
born March 12, [846, in Prussia, came with his par- posed of all his real estate and came to this State. 
ents to Allierica, lived at hOllIe with them on a farlll He came direct to this connty and purchased 640 
until 18 years of age, and in the fall of 1877 came to acres of heavily timbered land, on sections 23 and 
Muskegon County, this State, remaining there four 24, Lincoln Townshiv. On this land he established 
years. He then settled on his present place of 120 his" pioneer cabin," and entered on the arduous, 

~~ acres, 20 of which are well improved. He has a though in many respects pleasant, task of improving 
-,. comfortable house, and in 1883 he erected a large it. He encountered all the privations and obstacles 

~~~\e))-~*~-«@>- ~ 9-,"~~Un~UUf~~--- · ... ~~lUc-j ... :., .. :.J 
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i. ;:e e:l~ pioneer, but, having faith in th~ fllture home until he was 20 years ol~ss-is-t-in~:~ ~he f:~:~ ~ 
development of the cO~tnt~y, he fought aga\l1st all If e was then variously occupied IIntil 24 years of age, ~f1 

(,pi o\Jstac\es with a ddernllnatlOn to overcome them, and residing two and a hal f years in Muskegon Co., Mid. " iit-., 
;!. ded To his original purchase M r. Hance has then seven years in Ohio, and finally, in I ~(jS, he t:

l
: 'f SlIccee . . 

;1dded 240 acres, on section 25, same township, and settled at his prese nt place of residence, on ~o acres 0" 
1> of his entire estate he has 200 acres Hnder good of primitive 1V00diancl. Half of thi s is on section ' I 9, 

cultivation. , and half on section l~. Twenty-five acres of this 
Mr. Hance was united in marriage, in SePttmber, tract is now subdued to the plow, and corresponding 

8 8 in Ohio with Miss Mary Morrison, w(10 was improvements of every kind made or placed under 
1 3 , ' . 
born in Licking Co., Ohio. She was of Engltsh and headway. In the spring of 188:) he built a neat 
Welsh extraction, and was reared under the parental residence. 
roof· tree, receiving the advantages afforded by the Mr. Earl has served his school district one term in 
common ;;chools of her native county. an official capacity. In respect to national and State 

Mr. and Mrs. Hance were the parents of six chil- questions he votes with the Democratic party. 
dren, named as follows: Albert W., born Oct. 8, 1841 ; At the age of 21 Mr. Earl marri ed Miss Margaret 
Henry M., born Nov. I r, 1843; John W., born Aug. M ., daughter of Leonard and Maria Smith. She was 
2, 1849; David W.,born Dec. [0,1852; Sam'l. W., born Oct. 28, , 8.1.';, in S;:tndusky Co., Ohio. Her 
born Feb. 2, 1856; and Phehe, born Nov. 30, dlS4, father, a farmer, was born in Scotland, anu her 
and died Sept. 29, 1872. mother was born May 2S, 18r4, and died 'March24, 

Mrs. Hance departed this life at her home in Lin- r 837 . 
coIn Township, Nov. 6, 188 r, mourned as a true wife, The household of Mr. and Mrs. Earl have com-
a loving mother, a faithful friend and a generous pri sed the following children: G eorge H., born April 
neighbor. She liveu to see all her children estab- 4, I SSS, and died Feb. 13, I S6o; fda R., born Sept. 
lished in good homes and honorable callings, and 20,1862, and died March 2,1804; and Leonard L., 
"crossed the river" to meet her daughter gone before. horn July 19, I R7 I. 
Religiously, Mrs. Hance was a Spiritualist. In the 
maidenhood of life she was a member of the Method· 
ist Episcopal Church, but later in life became a be­
liever in Spiritualism and was strong in that faith at 
the time of her death . 

Mr. Hance is a Republican in politics; has held 
the offices of his school district, but outside of edu­
cationalmatters withholds hi s acceptation of office. 
He takes a g-reat interest in education, and IS an 
honored and respected citizen of his township. 

eorge Earl, farl1ler, section r 9, Fremont 

Township, is a son of Daniel and Elizabeth 

(Little) Earl, natives of Ohio. The former was 
born in r802, was a blacksmith by trade, lived 
in Sandusky County most of his life, and died 

. in 1883; was a farmer in the latter part of his 
life. The latter died in 187 2 . 

'-acob Kratz, farmer and stock-raiser, sec­
;. tion r 2, Lincoln Township, was 110m in 

Wayne Co., Ohio, Feb. 7, 1:)55 . When 
nine years old he went to live with his relatives, 
and remained with them until he had attained 
the age of 15. He then followed the occup..t­

tion of fannini-(, workin g as a COllllllon labore r on the 
farms in the county of his nativity, until 1876. 

March I, r f!7 0, he was united in marriage with 
Acelia Kindig, a native of Medina Co., Ohio, where 
she was born Aug. 7, 1856. Mrs. Kratz rem " in eu 
under her parental ca re, assisting in the hnusehold 
duties until she attained th e age of 16, when she en ­
tered on the profession of teachin g. She continued 
to occupy her time teaching in the common schools 
of her native co u nty until she was married to Nt r. 
K. After marriage M r. K. rented a farm anu follow-

'\ 
~) 

. ~rhe subject of this biographical notice was born 
March 20, 1834, in Columbiana Co., 0.; remained at 

ed his chosen occupation for two years . ('!J) 
In March, r 87 8, they came to this State and county < 
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:1~ 'settled : 80 acres of land :on s~ctiOl~ - 12, L~:----;;-~iser, natives of Maryland. Mr. H. was a maso~ 
coIn Township, which Mr. K. had pllrchased in ,875. and farmer; is now living in Eaton COllnty, this 

" This land was in a wild state of natllre, and earn- State. Mrs. B,lker was Lorn in th a t cOllnty, Sept. 29, 
1 estly and energetically did our subject enter on the ,853. The children of Mr. and Mrs. B. are: Nor_ 

~ = = @ 
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laborious though at times pleasant task of clearing man J., born July 25, 187 5; and Orville J., Aug. 3, 
and improving it. He now has about 50 acres of this 1879. 
land well improved, and erected thereon good and 
substantial farm buildings. 

Mr. Kratz is devoting a considerable portion of his 
time to the propagation of stock, and is handling the 
Percheron breed of horses with signal success. He 
has one horse of this hreed valued at $1,000. 

The husba nd and wife a re both members of the 
Regular Baptist Church, in good standing. They are 
the parents of three children : Anna M., born in 
Wayne Co., Ohio, J a n. 1, 1878; Harvey n., born in 
this co unty, Sept. 27, ,879; and a child, who died in 
infancy. 

Politically, Mr. K. is :t believer in and supporter of 
the principles and doctrines of the Republican party. 

", acob Baker, farmer, section /4, Fremont 
,. Township, is a son of Josiah and Rachel 

~ ... . ~- 'S A. (English) Baker, the former a native of 

t l5- Maryland, and the latter of Licking Co., Ohio. 
i~ Mr. Josiah Baker, a farmer, was first a resident 

in Defiance Co., Ohio, then fOllr years in Hills­
dale Co., Mich., then a few years in Ingham County, 
two years in F:aton County, and then located on sec­
tion ten, Fremont Township, this county; next he 
occupied section '5, of tha t township, and fin ally he 
purc hased 40 acres on section 22, where he now 
lives. His wife died Dec. 27, 1863, in Ohio. 

The subject of this sketch was Lorn in Licking 
Co., Ohio, Feb. 25, 1848, and came to this county 
with his parents, rem aining with them until he was 
22 years of age. rn 1872 he bought 8u acres of sec­
tion 14, Fremont Township, which tract was then 
principally unimproved; he now has 50 acres in good 
cultivation, with other substantial improvements . 
His nice barn was built in the summer of 1883. 
Mr. Baker has held the office of School Treasurer, 
and was elected Township Treasurer in 1883. 

March 21, ,872, Mr. Baker was married to Jerusha 
E. Heiser, daughter of Peter and Rebecca (Trine) 

." 
k! eter F . Dodds, attorney at Mt. Pleasant, 

"Y and member of the law firm of Dodds Bros., 
. was born Jan. 4, 1849, in St. Lawrence 

~~tJ Co., N. Y. His parents, John and Catharine 
j, \. (Hoy) Dodds, came to Coe Township, Isabella 

County, in 1866, where they resided until in 1875, 
then moved to Mt. Pleasant, at which place the 
father died, Dec. 3, ,879. The mother is still living. 

Mr. Dodds was 17 year5 old when he accompanied 
his parents to Isabella County, and two years later 
he began teaching, in which calling he has had a 
large experknce, covering 57 months in the aggre­
gate, from ,868 to October, 1874. He studied mean­
while and was graduated in the "Full English 
Course," in the State Normal School at Ypsilanti, in 
J line, 1874 . 

He studied one term in the Law Department of 
the University at of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in ,875, 
as supplementary to a course of 'law reading, which 
he had passed while engaged in teaching, and in the 
fall of 1875 was ad mitt ed to th e Bar, at Ithaca, 
Mich., immediately after which event he formed a 
partnership, for the prosecution of legal business 
with Hon. Isaac A. Fancher, who was at that time in 
active practice, a talented lawyer and at the head of 
the Isabella County Bar. D . Scott Partridge became 
a member of the firm Aprils, 1878, which relation 
existed until Aug. r, 1879. Francis H . Dodds, a 
brother, was admitted to the firm in April, 1880, and 
Mr. Fancher withdrew and moved to Detroit, Jan . 6, 
1882. Soon after this, George E. Dodds, also a 
brother, entered the firm, and William 1. Dodds, an­
other brother, was admitted into the concern in Jan­
uary, 1883· 

In the fall of 1880, Mr. Vodds was elected Prose­
cuting Attorney of Isabella County, and served one 
term. He is now a member of the County Board of 
School Examiners; is prominent in Masonic circles, 
being it InellliJer of Wabon Lodge, No. 305, and of 
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Mt. Pleasant Chapter, No. 'II, R, A. M., of .Mt. acres of this land well improved and has erected 011 "? 

Pleasant. . . 
it a fine frame cottage. ~ 

f
' In June, r882, h aving pursue? hIS ~tudles under 

the direction of the faculty of Ohvet College, he re­
. d from said college the degree of Bachelor of 

~ celve '. . 

Mr. Silnpson was united in Inarriage, Nov. 10,1880. () '$ 

with Miss Julia A. Stocker, at Metamora, Lapeer 
County, this State . She is a daughter of Dennis 

A t 
of which school hIS brother, FranCIS H. Dodds, 

r s, . l 
and his sister, HarmlOne H. Dodds, are also ;£rad­

I 

uates. f 
He was married, April 20, 1876, at Mt. Pleasant, 

to Minnie E., daughter of Henry S. and Cornelia 
A. Bouten. She was born March, 2, ,g59, IJ1 Homer, 

Calhoun Co., Mich. 

eorge W. Simpson, farmer, section I, I.in­

coIn Township, was horn in Crown Point, 

N. Y., April II, 1848, the son of Thomas and 

Aurelia (Lawrence) Simpson, natives of Scot-
land and Vermont. When five years of age 

he accompanied his parents to Cattaraugus County, 
same State, and two years later came with them to 
this State. They located in Oakland COllnty, at a 
time when the hand of improvement was hardly vis­

and Laura A. (Varnum) Stocker, and was born in 
Metamora, Dec. '7, ,855. She lived at hon.e, as­
sisted the mother in the household duties and 
attended the common schools. Early in life she 
formed a desire to become a teacher, and vigorously 
prosecuted her studies to accomplish that end, and 
completed the same at Oxford, Oakland ( 'oullty. In 
t he summer of J X7 " at the age of I X year~, she be-
gan teaching ill Lapeer County, then in (;cllesee, 
Clinton and Oakland Counties, meeting with success 
in every school and receiving nllmerous encomiums 
for her skill and mode of teaching. She continued 
in the profession until her marriage, as stated. 

Mr. and Mrs. Simpson are the parents of one child, 
Linnie Ray, born Sept. I', ,882. Mrs, Simps()J1 is 
connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
He is a member of the F. & A. M., Lodge No. 44, 
Birmingham, Oakland County, and in politics is a 
Democra't. 

ible in the vicinity in which they settled. It was in ':>''''~~ 
1855, and the county was at that time but little set- 1 ~avid W. Hance, farmer, section 2,~, Lin-
tied. The old Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad had its coIn Township, is a son of Adam and 
flat-bar rails and the development of the county was 3 ~ , Mary E. (Morrison) Hance (~ee sketch), 
in its infnncy. ~ and was born in Morrow Co., Ohio, Dec. 10, 

M r. Simpson remained with his parents, as~ist ing (. ,85 2. He accompan ied his parents t.o this 
on the farm and attending the common schools of the \ State in ,862, and returned again the same 
cOllnty, until he attained the age of '7 years. At year to Ohio, where he remained, variously occupied 
this age he began to learn the carpenter and join'er's until the fall of ,865. He then came to this county 
trade, and after three years' apprenticeship under a and has constantly resided !lere ever since. His 
competent instructor, he mastered t he same. He abode was the home of his parents, and there he 
then followed his trade, in that county, until 1873, lived and assisted in the improvement of the farm, 
when he went to Big Rapids, and remained for a Jan. 8, 1876, at St, Louis, Gratiot Co., Mich., he 
period, and then to Ludington, Mason County, this was united in marriage with Mrs. Etta (nee Sherman) 
State. He remained at Ludington until February, Utley. She was the daughter of Jacob and Mary 
1875, when he went to California, intending to follow E. (King) Sherman. Her foster parents were An-

= = 
~ = = 
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his trade; but remained only a short time and then drew J and Martha E (Hance) Utley Etta was 
went to Oregon. He was in the latter State two born O~t . 9, 1858, in Io~a, and was four ~ears of age ~;" 
years and then retllrned to this State and county and when she was adopted by the family of !\1r. Utley, 
located on 60 acres of land on section I, Lincoln who were then living in Knox Co., Ind. The family , 
Township, which he had purchased in 1879, and on moved from Knox County to Ohio, and then to Sl. 
which he is at the present time residing. He has 25 Louis, this State, where she lived untIl her marriage .?:~ 
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to Mr. Hance. Following .ll'e the children 01 \1 r. 
and Mrs . H ance : Morrison LT ., born Jan. '5, ,87 R; 
Blanche and Juhn W. (twins), born June 23, ,881. 

In politi( ~ Mr. H:lnce is a staunch Republicall. 

eorge W. Foglesong, farmer, section r 4, 
Fremont Township, is it son of George and 
and Mary A. (Cromer) Foglesong. The 

father was Lorn in Frederick Co., Md., and the 
mother in Virginia. The father followed the 

.. h:lI11C and lived in :'c1\c. ;\ \ ',) ., ~ Ihil,) . ~\I~ . ' · (1)!.I,~ 

song was born in the State of Virginia. 
In 1863 Mr. F. came to thi!' (,Pllnt\' and se(,llred 

lti(' ;\nes "f hlHl "11 ~".-ti"11 I .,. F 1'1' 11 II '11 1 , .111<\\1'(1\ 

HI, 1866, moved on the sallie :\lId cr.teled <III the 
task of improving it, determined to make it a perma­
nent home for himself and family. He has at the 
present time abollt 80 acres of the land undcr a good 
~tate of cultivation and has erected thereon one of 
the best brick residences in the county, at it cost so 
far of $2,000, and which will finally cost ahout 
$3,000. 

M r. and Mrs. Foglesong are the parents of three 
children, namely: Nettie V., Ward F., and Henry 
N . Mrs . F. had two children by her first marriage.­
Margaret A. E. and Matilda E. J. Political1y, Mr. 
F. is a RepUblican, and in religion he and wife are 
both members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

occupa tion of farming for a livelihood in his 
native State for a period, and then moved to Seneca 
Co., Ohio, where he located and fullowed the same 
vocation for a period of 28 years . From Ohio he 

~ ) came to (;ratiot County, this State, in ,862, and 
I" located in Pine River Township, on a farm . The 

i~~ mother di ed in May, r H5.1, in Seneca Co., Ohio, and 
~ the father was aga in married, and Oil removal to this 
~~ State died, in the year 1Ro7 . 1 lis widow is again 

married and lives in l'ine River Township, (;ral:iot ohn Wagner, fanner, section 14, Lincoln 
County. Township, is a n;l.tive of the State of Ohio, 

George W. Foglesong, the subject of this biograph- where, in the county of Seneca, he was 
ical notice, was IJom Nov. 14, 1 X4 r, in Hopewell born, Nov. 13, 1835 .. 
Township, Seneca Co., Ohio. He remained at home, He lived on the parental homestead, assist-
assisting on the farlll and receiving the advantagt's ing in the maintenance of the family and at_ 
afforded by the common schools of the county, and tending the common schools of the vicinity, until he 
developed into manhood. At the age of 22 years he attained the age of 23 years. At this age in life, he 
responded to the call of President Lincoln for troops, took the old homestead and farmed it on shares. He 
and enlisted in Co. K, 21 st Mich. Vol. Inf., Second was successful in this adventure and continued to 
Div., 14th Army Corps, under Gen. Sh erm:m's com- farm the place on shares for some three years. 
mand. The regiment was detached and assigned to April 5, 1850, he was united in marriage to Miss 
the Engineer Corps. They built a bridge across the Martha E. Shoe, in Tiffin, Seneca Co., Ohio. She 
Tennessee River and constructed the barracks on was a native of Wood County, same State, and was 
Lookout Mountain. They were then placed in the born Aug. 13,1841. She lived at home, assisting in 
field and were engaged in the battle against Hood the labors of the household and receiving the ad-
at Nashville and also the battl e of Goldsboro, N. c., vantages afforded hy the common schools, until her 
and other minor engagements. He was finally dis- marrtage. 

(:;.> charged at Washington, n. C. , in August, 1865. After 1V0rking the old homestead of his parents, 
! Immediately after his di scharge, Mr. Foglesong Mr. W. moved to Wood Co., Ohio, and purchased an 

,.:~T_ came to this State and settled with his parents in So-acre farm of his own, which he continued to cul-
t 

1t
i-~. _~ (~ratiot County. Tn, R67 he was united in marriage tivate for a period of [2 years. He then rented his 
... to the lady of his choice, Mrs . Susannah Jordan, fann on shares, and in 1878 b\lilt a grist-mill at Ris-

\. daughter of Thomas and Catharine (Creps) Jordan. inl! SlIn, Ohio, which he sllccessfully ran until March, 
i" She was born May 10, IX40. The father W,lS a me- 1881, when he sold the sallle and came to this State. 
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On his arrival he purchas~d 40. acres of land on The house own an extensive mill in .the west part cf ~~ 

tion 14, Lincoln TownshIp, thIs county, and on the town, and they employ a working force of 75 .1f 
SCC

h
. h he has continuously resided. Mr. W. has men or more, from which the extent of their manu- " 1~" 

" IC ( . • t made considerable improvement on his farm and his actunng 1I1teres~s may be estimated. They own 
rospects for the future are unclouded. la~ge tracts o~ timber land, located principally in (:)') 

P Mr. and Mrs. W. are the parents of three children, MIdland, GratIOt and Isabella Counties, aggregating 

namely: Henry A., born Jan. 26, 1861; AI11~nda about 1.5,000 acre~. 
A. born Dec. 24, 1862, and Sarah 1., born Nov., 18, An Important Item in the catalogue of private 
1868. Henry A. married Miss Elba J. SwigarJ and property helonging to Mr. Upton is a fine stock farm 
is now residing in Sandusky Co., Ohio. Amanda A. of 2,5 00 acres on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
married Arthur H. Rowlader, and is living in Lincoln Railroad, in the Republican Valley, in the State of 
Township, this county. Nebraska. On this he has expended about $5 0,000 

Mr. and Mrs. W. are members of the United and devotes the entire tract to the rearing of stock, 
Brethren Church, and Mr. W. is Class Steward and includin g horses and cattle. He employs about a 
Circuit Secretary in that denomination. dozen assistants, and his herd comprises commonly 

politically, Mr. W. is an adherent to the principles an average of between fiv e and six hundred head of 
of the Republican party. cattle. He own s from 4 0 to 60 horses and makes a 

specialty of rearing the Norman breed. H e owns an 

Ibert B. Upton, lumberman, resident at 
Mt. Pleasant, and member of the firm of 
Leaton & Upton, lumber maTlufactnrers , 

was born Dec. 7, 1853, in Franklin Co., Mass . 
His parents, Josiah and Nancy (WoodlJlIJy) 
Upton, removed to Michigan in 1855, where 

his father became the proprietor of 1,000 acres of 
land, in Victor Township, Clinton County. After a 
residence there of 15 years the family removed to 
8t. John's in the same county. 

interest in the building occupied by the banking firm 
of Hicks, Bennett & Co., and also his residence with 
five 10ts attached. Mr. Upton has served several 
term s as Village Trea.surer and aided with his means 
and influence in the progress and advancement ot 
Mt. ·Pleasant. 

He was married Sept. 21, 1876, at Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., to Miss M ell Denison, daughter of Jared C. 
and Fannie Denison. She was born Jan. 20, 1858, 
Ovid T ownship, Clinton Co. , Mich ., where her par­
ents now reside. Juli a, elder daughter, was born 
Dec. '4, 1880; Stell a was born Oct. 12, 1883, and 
nam ed for Mrs. Leaton, wife of the business partner 

.\$'. = = 
~ 
= = 

Mr. Upton acquired a substantial elementary edu­
cation at the common schools, and at the age of 15 
he became a student at Olivet College, where he 
spent. four years pursuing a classical course of study. 
?n his r~turn to St. John's he became a book-keepe r 
In the Fast National Bank, where he officiated two 
years. In 1876 he came to Mt. Pleasant as mana­
ger Of. the banking house of Hicks, Bennett & Co., 
o~ whIch he was a member. He is still connected 

of Mr. Upton . The family are members of the Uni­
tari an Church, in whose behalf Mr. Upton has ex­
ercised an active and substanti al influence, having \ 
been largely instrumental in building the place of ~ . 
worship at Mt. P leasant. The portraits of Mr. and 
Mrs. Upton are presented on pages 220 and 221. 

With the institution and remained its manager until illiam W. Dush, dealer in general mer-
Jan. I, 1884, when he resigned his active connection chandise and Postmaster at Dushville is 
th . " ~ • ' erewath, to devote his undivided attention to his r> a son of William and Hannah (Todd) (l 

lu b '. ) m er .lnterests, whIch where assuming extended \ Dush, natives of Ohio. His father WdS born , 
p.roportlons. On coming to Mt. Pleasant, he asso- Oct. 10, 18 10, followed farming, lived 14 ~(' 
elated I. E. Arnold with himself in the lumber busi- years in this State, and died in Licking Co., Ohio, in ~ 
~SS, l\n~er the firm style of Ar~lOld & Upton. Later, July, [880. His mother died in J852, in Defiance ~. ( 

e relahon was changed \0 Pickard & l J I,\on and (. ()I . ' afterwa d . ' .0 . , 110. 110 I J 
r S to Its presetlt style of Leaton & Upton. The subject of this sketch was born Sept. 11,11:150 -( 
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~k" in Defiance Co., Ohio. At th e age of Ii) he COll1- Capt. E. B. Lee. Nov. 17, following, he was cap-
~ menced working in the lumber woods during the tured, while on picket, between the James and Ap.. 
:,~ winter season and improvin g his farm during the pomattox Rivers, and was confined for two weeks in 
i other seasons. In 1875 he located on 40 acres of that filthy and awful den, Libby prison, and then for 

(0 section IS, Fremont Township; the next year he three months in that not less terrible place, Salisbury 
started the village that bears his name, and now has (N. C.) prison! then two weeks again at Libby! 
about 200 inhabitants. From 1877 to r879 he ran a when he was paroled, which relation he held to the 
saw-mill, and was interru pted in this line of business close of the war. He was honorably discharged 
by the explosion of a boiler. He was a ppointed July I, r865. 
Postmaster in the spring of 188 2, H e is a Republi- On national issues, Mr. R. sides with the Repub_ 
can in his political views, and is highly esteemed in 
his community as a man of energy, phi lanthropy and 
a high moral tone. He has done llluch to build up 
the material interests of the people. He has been 
Highway Commissioner and Constable two terms 
each, and is a member of the 1. O. O. F., Lodge No. 
2 I 9, at Millbrook. 

Mr. Dushwas marri ed in June, 1877, to Miss C. 
A. Ingersoll, daughter of L . W. and Mary E. Inger­
soll. He has one child living, Herbert E., born Sept. 
9, 1878; and one deceased, Nellie M., who died in 
188r, aged two months. 

licans. 

.~¥ 
111' illiam Loomis, farmer on section 22, Ver­

J non, is a son of Justin and Eliza (Drake) 
'-' 1(," Loomis, natives of Connecticut and Penn-

" ) sylvania, and of German and English de-
.; scent. The father died in this county in 
1872, at the age of 80, having followed carpen­

try all his life. The mother is living in Vernon Town­
ship, aged 62 . 

The subject of this sketch was born in Lockport, 
Erie Co., Pa., March 17, 1842, and began to look out 
for his own livelihood at the immature age of ten, by 

~ oseph Rudler, general farmer, section 22, working on the canal. Returning home, he at-
<. Lincoln Township, was born in Hamilton tended the common schools of Erie and Crawford 

Co., N. Y., April 28, 183 4; rem<lined with Counties, Pa. 
his father on the farm until of age, when for a At the age of 19, he enlisted in Co. K, IIth Pa. 
time he alternated uclween farm lauor and Vol. Inf. H e was assigned to the Reserve Corps of 
lumbering; when 30 years of age he came to the Army of the Potomac, and was in but one skir-

this State and for some tillle worked as a lumbcrllw.1l mish. He was confined to a hospital for six months, 
in Muskegon County, toward the last alternating be- and was discharged for di sability, Nov. 9, 1862. 
tween thi s State and New York. In 1875 he came Returning home, he was married and commenced 
to this county, settling UpOIl 40 acres where lw now keeping a boarding-house in the lumber woods of Jef-
resides, about 25 acres qf which he has reduced to a ferson Co., l'a. He afterwards followed farming, and 
good state of cultivation. He has recently erected then spent three years in the oil region, on Oil Creek, 
a good residence and a large barn. Hi s good judg- in Crawford Co., Pa. He was next employed in a 
ment as a farmer is evinced hy a corresponding saw-mi ll until December, r870, when he came to 
prosperity, which his neighbors recugnize . IsaLeHa and bought 40 acres, where he now lives. 

He was married in Pennsylvania, and has had one He has erected suitable farm buildings, and improved 
son, Martin J., who was born Aug. 25, 1860. He 18 acres. 
sti ll makes his home with his father. He was married in December, 1862, to Miss Annie 

Sept. 3, 1863, Mr. Rudler enlisted in Co. G, 63d Gibbs, who was born June 24, I845, in Jefferson Co., 
Pa. Vol. Inf., of the Army of the Potomac, but Jan . Pa. Of this marriage seven children have been born, 
22, followin g, he was discharged on account of sick- four of whom are yet living. Their record is as fol-

(® ness. Sept. 3,1864, he re-enlisted, in Co. A, 21Ith lows: Donna, born May II, 1864, and married Oct. 
'f': Pa. Vol. Inf., Army of the Potomac, cOIllLllanded by S' 1882, to William H . Archambault; Myron, born 

~~@-~" ~ :(;~--~-~(;Un(~Dnf)t>(C) ~ -~ 
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865' Harriet Mar<.:h 2, 187 0; Charies, Dee 23, I, , 

. 87 8 The deceased are: Florence, born 
July 27, I • M' . t 

868 died June'16 1869; Innle, lorn Aug. 15, 1 , ' 
March 6,1872, died J~lly IS, ,873; and Emma, born 

'1 5 1877 and dIed the same day. t> Ap" 1 , ' . . . H I 0 Mr. Loomis IS pohttcally a Democrat. e la.) 
held the office of School Assessor for two term s:tand 

is the present incumbent. f 

homss Turnbull, a genial and obliging 
"mine host," at Dushville, is a son of Will­
iam and Agnes (HlIggen) Turnbull. They 

were natives of Scotland, and emigrated to 
Canada, landing at Quebec in 1830. They 
remained at the latter place for a short period 

and then moved to Toronto, Canada. From Toronto 
the parents moved to Moore Township, Lambton Co., 
Canada, and located on a tract of 100 acres of land, 
on which they are at present residing and on which 

~ the father follows the occupation of a farmer. 
)0 The subject of our biographical notice, Thomas 
::: Turnbull, was born Oct. 19, 1836, in Moore Town­
~ ship, Lambton Co., Canada. He remained with the 

cultivated for three years. Leaving his farm he 
went to Dushville and engaged at his trade, which 
he followed for three years, in partnership with Mr. 
George E. Oshorn. The partnership was dissolved 
in February, I R8 " and Mr. Turnbull took charge of 
the hotel, which he is conducting. The host and 
hostess are gen ial and ohliging to their guests and 
have madl! themselves <Iuite a reputation in the bus­
iness they are conducting. He has also been for 
three years doin g an extensive business in the sale 
of agricultural iIllpkm l! nts . 

Mr. Turnbull was united in marriage, Sept. 24, 
,859, to Miss Anna Grayson, born Jan. 6, 1844, in 
Lambton Co., Canada. She was a daughter of Will­
iam and Anna (Ardel) Grayson, the form er a native 
of Canada, where he died in 1882, and the mother a 
native of the Emerald Isle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Turnbull are the parents of three 
children: Agnes A. , Ellen H and Thomas. Mr. 
T., politically, is a Democrat. Socially, he is a mem­
b<!r of the Masonic Order, Lodge No. 305, at Mt. 
Pleasant. 

parents, assisting in the maintenance of the family ewis C. Griffith, Clerk of Isabella County 

'1 , 
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and attending the common schools until 17 years of resident at Mt. Pleasant, was born Dec. 26, ( ); 
age. At this period of his life he left the parental [837, in Wayne Co., Ohio. His parents, 
homestead, with the consent of his parents, and Nelson and Sarah (Cobler) Griffith, removed in 
went forth to fight for prosperity, single-handed and 1831) to DeKalb Co., Ind., where they reared 
alone. He served an apprenticeship at the black- their children on a farm. 
smith's trade for three years, then worked as a" jour ,. Mr. Griffith obtained a good education at the com-
for three years and more, when he engaged in the mon schools, attending winter terms until he was 18 
business for himself. He conducted the business years, old and after that he attended the academies 
with a moderate degree of success for three or four at Vienna and Newville, Ind., three years, devoting 
years, and then sold it and came to this State. Ar- the spring and fall seasons to study, and teaching 
riving in Saginaw, he worked at his ·trade for some winters. He followed teaching as an occupation 
three years, when he moved to Midland County, and until the outbreak of the civil war. He enlisted Nov. 
was there engaged for two years. In 1866, Mr. T. 12, 1862, in the 23d Battery, Ind. Vols., and par-
moved from Midland County to Mt. Pleasant, this ticipated in all the engagements of the Georgia cam-
COunty, and there worked at his trade until the spring paign. He was in the actions at Lost Mountain, 
of 1874. He then entered the hotel business and Resaca, Dalton, Burns Hickory, Kenesaw Mountain, 
~uccessfully followed that vocation for a year, when, through the engagements of the siege of Atlanta, at 
~n the spring of 1875, he sold out . and went to Lud- Columbia, Franklin and Nashville. He enlisted as 
IOgton, Mason County, this State, and there was en- a private, and before his command left Indianapolis 
gaged for a short time only, in the saloon business. he was promoted to the rank of Corporal. At Knox-
He sold this the same year (1875) and came to this ville he was again promoted to the position of Ser-
county and located on a farm of 40 acres, which he geant, and received honorable discharge July 3, 1865, " 
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at Indianapolis. On his return to DeKalb County, 
~ he engaged in farming for a time. Within the same 

,~~ year he came to Isabell.a County a~d purchased 100 
1'1 acres of land on what IS now section 29, Broomfield J Township, but did not take posses5i.on 0: his property. 
, In September, 1866, he brought hIS wIfe to Broom­

field Township, and settled on 80 acres, located on 
section 30. He now owns 16o acres on sections 30 
and 31, and has 80 acres in a fine state of cultiva­
tion, with excellent buildings, valuable orchards and 

," . ,#. = = 
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other farm appurtenances of the best order. When 
he became a resident on his present farm it was all 
in heavy tin.her, and located three-fourths of a mile 
from any thoroughfare. He founu himself uuliged tu 
cut his road thither, and with his ox team he drew 
in a thousand feet of lumuer and made a camp of it 
for the shelter of himself and wife until he cleared a 
small patch of ground and erected a log house. In 
this he Ii ved 13 years. 

The organization of the township did not take 
place until 1868, when he was one of the petitioners 
for the accomplishment of that purpose. He was 
elected first Clerk and discharged the duties of the 
place five years in succession . He served as Super­
visor three terms, as Superintendent of Schools auout 
four years, and as Justice of the Peace one term. 
He was nominated on the Repuulican ticket for the 
office he now holds, in the fall of 1880, and made a 
successful run against E. E. Willie. He was again 
nominated for the same position ill the fall of 1882, 
and scored another victory. He removed to Mt. 
Pleasant in January, 1881, to take possession of his 
office. In August following his becoming a citizen 
of Mt. Pleasant, he was elected Superintendent of 
Schools of the township. He was elected a member 
of the County Board of Examiners, and is the pres­
ent Secretary of that body. He is also a member of 
the village School Board. 

In connection with his business as an agriculturist 
and incumbent of successive local official positions, 
he has labored as a minister of the Christian 
Church. He has been an evangelist in Mecosta and 
Isauella Counties, and the aggregate time of his min­
istry is ten years. He is now preaching regularly in 
Salt River and has ueen since April, 1883. He has 
been a Sunday-school Superintendent in the Presby­
terian Church. His marriage to Sarah Brown oc­
curred, Oct. 13, 186 I. She was born Jan. 26, 1840, 

in Seneca Co., Ohio, and is the daughter of Levi and 
Jane Brown. Mr. and Mrs. Griffith have been the 
parents of nine children, three of whom are deceased. 
They were born and named as follows: Douglass, 
July 26, 1862; Wilbur A., June 30, 1867; ~ettie, 
Aug. 29, 1869; Alma, Jan. 24, 187 I; Dessle B., 
June 13, 1873; Hortense M., Oct. I, 1875; Irving 
L., April 25, 1878; Lena S., Nov. 22, 1880; Bessie, 
Feb. 10, 1884. 

eorge F. GOll, general farmer, section 16, 
Lincoln Township, was born in Springfield 

~ Township, Williams Co., Ohio, Oct. 16, 
1843, his parents being of French ancestry 
and both died in Ohio; his father, a farmer 
dying in February, 1882, and his mother in 

December, 1861. 
He lived with his parents, laboring as a farm hand 

and attending school, until 18 years old, when he 
enlisted in the 14th Ohio Vol. Inf., Co. E, April 23, 
186 I, for the three-months service. Oct. 14, 1862, 
he re-enlisted, this time in the 21st Battery, Light 
Artillery, Ohio Volunteers, Army of the Cumberland, 
and was in several engagements. When Lee sur­
rendered, the Ohio battery, then at Richmond, was 
ordered to fire a salute, in the execution of which 
order a cannon was prematurely discharged, tearing 
off Mr. Goll', right arm at the wrist and otherwise 
injuring him severely. His arm was amputated fo?r 
inches below the elbow. He was consequently laid 
up in the hospital for nine weeks. He was honora­
bly discharged June 19, 1865, and returned to his 
home in Williams Co., Ohio, where he lay for some 
time before he was able to venture out into businesL 

In 1868 he carne to Michigan and contracted for 
80 acres on section 16, Lincoln Township, UpoD 

which he moved the next year. It was then entirely 
wild, and he improved 35 acres, built farm 
etc., exhibiting every evidence of good judgment 
his vocation. April 14, 1884, he sold his place 
Martin Bassett, of Canada, and he now resides in 
State of Missouri. 

Mr. Goll has been Township Treasurer eight 
Dnd held other offices: has now been 
Clerk two years, and is also Health Officer. 
itics he is a Republican. 
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6 867 I'n Lincoln Township, he married "'""" 'fo 

Oct. , 1 , . . ----==----- f J ~ 
. Malinda Knipe who was born In SpnngfieJd ~ e ll) 

T
}dISSI1Ship Williams Co., Ohio, Jan. 22, 1853, and ;l;: .. 
ow, . . 868 ' h' I a.rren Wing, farmer, section 2, Fremont came to this State in ~he s~mng 01 1 , sl11ce w IC 1 

. he has resided 111 thi s county, except one year Township, is a son of Wesley and Salana 
~Im~h~ Mr and Mrs. Goll are the parents of three . (nee Wilcox) Wing, natives of New York. 
)\1 10. . . J F b 8 G B They moved from this State to Iowa in 1850, children, viz. : Lettie ., e. 14, I. 71; xe~rge ., 
M 13 1879 and an unnamed mfant, d,eceased. and there the father followed the occupa-
M:.Yand 'Mrs. G. are members of the Free l\fethodist tion of farmer for two years. He then returned 

Church. 

M. McMillen, farmer on section 31, 
Vernon, was born in Clarion Co., l'a., May 
30, 1829, and is a son of John and Sally 

(Maxwell) McMillen, natives of Pennsylvania, 
and of Scotch-Irish descent. The father has 
been a farmer, and is now living with his son, 

at the advanced age of 85 . The mother died in the 
State of Iowa, in July, 1875. Their family included = ten children, of whom James was the third. 

c:r He lived at home in Pennsylvania, working on his 
~ . 
c:r father's farm until 30 years old. In 1864 the family 
~ removed to Lucas Co., Iowa, where he farmed for 
.. 15 years. Selling his property, he then came to this 

( State 'and county and purchased 80 acres of timbered 
" ) land on section 31, Vernon . He has since improved 

40 acres and erected necessary farm buildings. 
He was married Dec. 14, 1854, in Armstrong Co., 

Pa., to Miss Sarah J . Stewart, daughter of Matthew 
and Nancy (Jamison) Stewart, natives of Scotland. 
Mrs. McMillen was born Jan. I, 1834, in Armstrong 

~! County, and was reared and educated in Clarion 
,, ~) County, same State. Of her six children, one is de-

'~ ceased, James M. , born July 12, 1859, and died No\'. 
17,1861. The living are: Winfield S., born Oct. 4, 
1853; Evaline E., Aug. I I, 1857; Edwin c., Dec. I, 

1861; Rachel A., June II, 1866; and Frank S., 
June 25, 1872. Winfield S, was married July 4, 
1883, to Miss Mary E. l)hillips, and is now a farmer 
on section 30, Vernon. Evalin c' E. was married 
June 8, 1876, to J. R. Miller, and is now teaching in 
Jefferson Co., Pa. 

Mrs. McM. is and has been for many years a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. McMillen 

(el i~ politically a Democrat, and has been for some 
.,.. time Overseer of Highways. 

~~}\5)-~~~~,.>-----~ 

to the State of New York, and after remaining there 
a short time came to that State (in the year 1863) 
and located a homestead of 16o acres of land on 
section I, Fremont Township, this county, for him­
self, and 120 acres on section 2, for his son, the 
subject of this sketch. The father and mother are 
yet living, in Union Town ship, this county, where 
the former is engaged in farming and is the possessor 
of 120 acres of good land. 

Warren Wing, the subject of this biographical 
notice, was born May 5, 1842, in Chautauqua Co., 
N. Y. He remained on the parental farm, assisting 
the father in the cultivation of the same and attend­
ing the common schools, until he attained the age of ~ 
21 years. On arriving at this age he accompanied ~-« 
his father to this State and aided him in the clearing ~, 
of six acres of land, on which they planted winter V 
wheat. He then engaged as a common laborer in 
the lumber woods and followed that occupation until 
1864. During that year he enlisted in Co. H, Eighth 
Mich. Vol. Inf., and was assigned to the Army of the 
Potomac, Ninth Corps, commanded by Gen. Burn-
side. H e parti cipated in the battle of the Wilderness 
and was there wounded in the elbow, which crippled 
him for life, and on account of which he is at present 
a deserving pensioner of the U . S. Government. On 
receiving the wound mentioned, he was sent to the 
hospital, and on convalescing he acted as nurse in 
the hospital for some time, when he was transferred 
to the Veteran Reserve Corps, and was finally dis­
charged in August, 1865 , at Pittsburg, Pa. 

" " ./ 

On receiving his discharge, Mr. Wing went to New 
York State and was there united in marriage with "') 

• <:-
Miss Lucinda Burt, who was bor? 10 Chautauqua I 
~i'la~ ,~'d ~~;y 2~ . I~~~~ie:)~~:t,aofd~~~t~~;~ ~ ~"~. 
land parentage. Her father was a farmer by occu­
pation, and died in Chautauqua Co., N. Y., in 1869. , 
Her mother is still living on the old homestead. '~1 

M r. and Mrs. Wing are the parents of three chil- ~ 
";': -, "I 

"< ~'~~{fJJ\'~~~1 
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~ dren, two boys and one girl. Their names and dates Ohio, where he made his home, working at -his-trade 
J of birth an: as folluws : 'Willard W_, hoi'll Jllly '.1, fur three years_ 

~;., 1867; Leon R., !.Jom April G, 1872 ; Nellie K; born In the year J 877, Mr. Potter took quite an extended <I>;t . '1 Apnl 29, 1876. tour throughout the West, for the purpose of investi-
, L Mr. Win g politically is a Republican. He has gating the advantages offered to immigrants. In 
"-~ held the office of Justice of the Peace for three 1878 he came to this county and purchased 40 acres 

years, was School Inspector two years, Drain Com- of land on section I I, Lincoln Township. He after_ 
missioner two years and was re-elected to the latter ward sold this and and purchased 53 acres, partly 
office, but resigned. improved, on section 13, same township. On this 

For the past two years Mr. Wing has been devot- latter place he is now living, engaged in farming and 
ing a considerable portion of his time to the apiary working at his trade. 
business, and at the present writing has 75 working Mr. Potter is recognized as a skillful and reliable 
colonies. He has disposed of ten swarms and has mechanic, and as an evidence of his workmanship 
realized from the business over $400. many of thc best re sidences in the southern part of 

this cOllnty will testify. 

ra M. Potter, farmer and carpenter, resid­
ing on section 13, Lincoln Township, was 
horn in DeKalb Co., Ind_, Feb. 3, 1853-

His father, Philetlls, was a nati ve of Dutchess 
Co., N_ Y., where he was born in 18 II. His 
mother, Harriet L. (Woodward) Potter, was 

born in the State of Vermont, March 23, 1821. 
They were of English and German descent, and the 
mother died in Paulding Co., Ohio, March 18, 1863, 
and the father is still li\-ing, in Lincoln Township, 
this county_ 

Ira M. accompanied his parents to Paulding County 
when he was three years of age. Seven years later 
his mother died, anti at the age of '2 years he came 
with his father to this State. His father loc;} ted in 

. 1-Mecosta County, and after remaining there r 8 months 
( ] moved to Newaygo County and settled in Everett "I - Township, where he followed the vocation of farmer. 

Here Ira M. assisted on the farm and attended the 
common schools and developed into manhood _ He 
remained on the {arin until [868, when he went to 
Fort Wayne, Allen Co., Ind., remained for a period 
and then went to Ohio, and finally returned to Kala-

l
' mazoo, this State, where he commenced to learn the 

carpenter's trade. He followed that for a time and 
~ then returned to the vocation of farming, which he 
, continued for 18 months, when he moved to Cleve-

land, Ohio, and there completed the learning of his 
@ trade of carpenter and joiner. 
~_ After this he went to Hicksville, Defiance Co., 

!:,i" ;-'~ 

~~~I~~)-)~~~~""-~ 

Mr. Potter was united in marriage, Feb. 24, 1880, 
ill St. Louis, Gratiot County, with Miss Addie, daugh­
tcr of James and-Elizabeth (Miller) Maxwell, natives 
of Ohio, where, in Defiance County, they were 
among the very first settlers. Mrs. Maxwell died 
April '4,1884, and Mr. M. isyet living, in the same 
county. Addie was !.Jorn in Hicksville, Defiance Co., 
Ohio, Feb. 7, 1852. She was a constant resident 
under the parental roof-tree, assisting in the house­
hold duties and attendilig the common and union 
schools, until 1882. She had acquired a good educa­
tion, and, as her inclination was to be a teacher, her 
education was obtained with that view, and for eight 
years she sllccessfully taught in the common schools 
of her native county. 

M r. and Mrs. Potter are recognized as belonging 
to a class who are a benefit to the society and com­
mllnity in which they reside, and are respected and 
honored citizens of their township . 

Politically, Mr. P. is a supporter of and believer 
in the doctrines of the Democratic party. 

aUace W. Preston, Treasurer of Isabella 
Il.. • County, resident at Mt. Pleasant, was born 
r Oct. 9, 1837. in the town of Alexander, coun­

\ ty of Genesee, State of New York. His 
parents, William and Mary (Fisk) Preston, 

were both natives of Vermont. The father was born 
June 28, 1803, and died Nov. 10, 1881, in Mt. Pleas­
ant . The mother was born Jan . 31, 1806, and is 
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_--=========r=== i;, ;.i living, in Mt. Pleasant, at the advanced age of spectively. Of their four sons and six daughters,. 
7
8 

years. .. . two of the former and three of the latter are living ) 
The family of Mr. Preston settled 111 Wyom1llg Charles is the fourth child and third son. ?:-:.. 

C N Y. where they reared and educated their Leaving home at the age of 19, he worked hy the r 0., . '. ~ 
children. He uecame an accomphshed schobr and 1Il0nth for farmt.:rs in his native county. Four years ;) 
taught five terms of school in Wyoming ~ounty. 1n lalt.:r he cline to this county and worked for R. F. 
the fall of 1863 he came to Isabella Count~ and Glass, of Gilmore Township. In the fall of 1877 he 
made a purchase of 80 acres of land, ~n sectjpn 10, purchased 89 acres of wild land on section 30, Ver-
Lincoln Township. He had been a reSident \!ut two non. Two years later he married and moved upon 
months when he recei~ed the appointment of County his farm, on which he Ins since resided. He has 
Clerk to fill the unexpired term of Norman Payne, improved 20 acres. 
and officiated in that position during the year 1864. In political sentiment he is a RepUblican . 
DUling that time he was elected Register of Deeds; He was married at Fa rwell, May I I, 1879, to Miss 
on the Republican ticket, and held the office two -Sarah J., daughter of David and Sarah Margaret 
years. Meanwhile he bought the hotel in Mt. Pleas- (Rawling) Branch, natives of Maine and Ontario, 
ant (now the Bamber House), took possession of his and of English descent. The mother died in 1872 , 

property, which he continued to manage nearly thrt.:e and the (ather is yet living, in the vicinity of Farwell, 
years. He rented the hotel during the two following Clare County. Mrs. Standbridge was born in Genesee 
years, and in 1869 sold out. He bought a farm of Co., Mich., Aug. 19, 1862, and has had three chil-
120 acres, lying one-half mile south of Mt. Pleasant, dren, two of whom are living: Lillie M., born July 
which still remains in his possession. It is a valua- 27,1880, and Nellie M. , Dec. 2, 1883. William E. 
ble estate, with 95 acres under culture, good build- was oorn March 27, 1882, and died Sept. 12, 1882. 

ings, orchards and other creditable farm appurtenan­
ces. He took possession of his farm in March, 1869, 
and there remained until December, 1882, wht.:n he 
moved to Mt. Pleasant. In the spring of 11)79 he 
was elected Towrship Trea<;urer of Union, and the 
following spring, S ~ I pervisor, which office !le held 
until the fall of 1882, when he received the nomina­
tion for Treasurer of Isabella CountY,on the Repub­
lican ticket, and was elected by nearly 300 majority. 

Mr. Preston was married Sept. 24, 186l, in Java, 
Wyoming Co., N. Y., to Arsenath Woodworth. She 
was born June 2 r, 184 r, in J ava, and is the daughte; 
of Charles and Nancy Woodworth. The three chil­
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Preston were born at Mt. 
Pleasant, as follows: Wurth W., Sept. 19, 1864; 
Anna B., Sept. IS, 1870; and Ralph E., June 10,1874. 
The oldest son is a book.keeper, in the employ of 
Upton & Leaton. 

;harles H . Standbridge, farmer on section 

'" 30, Vernon, was born in Washtenaw Co., 
Mich., July 25, /853, and is a son o( Jabez 
and Mary A. (Mt.:ad) Standbridge, lIatives of 
England. The father was at first a com ilion 
laborer, and orne with his wife to Washtenaw 

Co., Mich., where they died in 1879 and 1882, re-

.---~---4 

ohn W. Curtiss, farmer, section 4, Fre­
mont Towllship, is a son of Waldo W. and 
Margaret (McCue) Curtiss. His father was 

a native of New York, where he was born in 
1820. He was a cooper by trade, and also fol­
lowed the occupation of farmer, 'and died in 

December, 1857. His mother was born on the Em­
erald Isle, in 1825, and died Aug. 14, 1875, in Oak­
field, Genesee Co., N. Y. . They were the parents of 
six children, all boys, who are all living. 

John W., the subject of this biographical notice, 
was born Feb. 13, 1846, in Genesee Co., N. Y. He 
remained at home until he attained the age of ten 
years, and upon the death of his father he went to 
work as a common laborer, contribtiting his wages to 
the su ppJrt of his mother and brothers. He con tin .. 
ued to aid the mother and family until the age of 23 
years. He then followed farming for six years in 
Greenville, Montcalm County, this State. For the 
next nine years he was employed in the lumber woods 
of Montcalm and habellaCounties. In June, 1883, 
he pllTchased 120 acres on sections 4 and 5, Fre­
mont, where he now follows farming. His residence 
is on section 4. 

%::I = 
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Mr. Curtiss was united in marriage July 2 (, 188o, 
to Miss Mina Hey, a native of Jackson Co., Mich., 
where she was born June 17, 1865. She was a 
daughter of Charles and Mary (Weiter) Hey, natives 
of Germany. Her mother came to the New World 
when she was seven years old, in 185 I, and her 
father in 1857. The family ot' Mr. and Mrs. Hey 
comprised seven children, bur boys and three girls, 
one of whom, a girl, is deceased. The father and 
mother are both living in Montcalm County, where 
the former is following the occupation of farmer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtiss are the parents of two chil­
dren: one, an infant, died unnamed; and the other, 
Henry W., was born Aug. 29, 1883, in this county. 

illia.m Tomlinson, farmer, section 22, Lin­
coln Township, was born in Champlain, 
Clinton Co., N. Y., March 21, 1834. The 

parents of Mr. T. were William and Ann 
(Bolton) Tomlinson, nativps of England and 

of English descent. His father followed the 
oc~upation - of farming in his native country, and em­
igrated to this country in 1830, continuing the same 
vocation. His mother died in Clintcn Co., N. Y., 
Sept. 6, 1875, aged 76 years and 6 months, and his 
father is at present residing with our subject. aged 
81 years. 

---.---------... --~"'. -,-=.==========~= 

land on section 22, Lincoln Township, this county. 
When Mr. Tomlinson located his homestead in the 
county, it was in a section that was almost a dense 
forest. Not a stick of timber had been felled on his 
land, and it was with no little faith in the future de. 
velopment of the country that he was induced to 
continue his battle again~t the trials and obstacles of 
pioneer life. He experienced all the trials incident 
to the early settler; was compelled to go many miles 
for food for his family and pay an exorbitant price 
for the same, yet" faith" cheered him on, and" en. 
ergetic effort" pulled him safely through. Mr. T. 
disposed of 40 acres of his homestead, and has suc­
cessfully brought 40 acres of the remainder to a 
good state of improvement. 

Richard B. Tomlinson, a younger brother of our 
subject, is one of the most extensive wholesale and 
retail merchants of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tomlinson are the parents of six 
children, born and named as follows: Martha E., 
March 31, 1856; George E., May 10, 1858; Julia 
A.., Sept. q, 186o; Ella A., Oct. 16, 1862; Mary 
A., Sept. 21,1864; Charles F., June 2,1866. Mar­
tha E., George E., Ella A. and Mary A. are married. 
The husband and wife are both members of the Free 
Methodist Church. 

Mr. Tomlinson, politically, is a staunch Republi­
can. He has filled numerous offices in his township, 
with credit, and is at present Justice of the Peace, 
which position he has held for three terms. 

William Tomlinson, Sr., the subject of this bio­
graphical notice, is the oldest of the children now 
Ii ving. assisted in the cultivation of the homstead, 

1 attended the common schools and developed into 
;~~;'a manhood. ewitt S. Johnson, hardware merchant at 
<)\ Nov. 8, 1853. Mr. Tomlinson was united in mar- Dushville, is a son of John Q. A. and 

riage with Miss Sarah J. Palmer, residing in the State Margaret (Sutherland) Johnson, natives of 
of Vermont. She was a daughter of Robert and the State of New York, where, in Oneida 
Julia (Spaulding) Palmer, natives of Vermont, and County, the father was born, in 1826, and the 
of New England parentage. Her father died in the mother, in Cattaraugus County, in 1825. The 
State of his nativity, in 1848, and her mother is still father was reared on a farm in New York State, and 

( ) hving, in the same State. Sarah was born May 18, when 17 years of age came to Monroe County, this 
I 1835, in Chittenden Co., Vt., and lived under the State. He lived in that county eight years ' and ,then 
;, parental roof-tree, assisting her mother in ]1(:r house- lnoved to Barry County, and continued his vocation .y" 

(~i5 hold duties and attending the common schools of for four years, when he came to Isabella and located -* the county, until the date of her marriage, as stated. on 160 acres of land in Coe Township. He no. 
~ After his marriage, Mr. Tomlinson worked one of resides on section 30, Union Township . . He hal 
~ his father's farms until the fall of 1865, when he been an active and prominent man, and his biogra-

.,-:; .. ~~ came to this State and homesteaded 160 acres of phy appears on anoth~p~e. 
I,:'~'t..~,.t\ (.) ,-v'';(:-:-'': ~r..... .. ::.. .. :'I,{f~ 0 "(I:,.·HH~HH~, ').I'( r- ~~IJI"" ____ _ 
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.===::=S J ::~~-~-e sub~ect -o~:~:~~~graphical 
DewItt . 0, . , 
• e was born March 3, 1852 , 111 Barry County, 

notlc , He was as his father re ared Oil the farm 
is State. . , ' , 

th . d the advantages afforded by the COIll-
nd receIve . ' 

a I nd under the instructIOn of hIS parents 
roon schoo , a . d . . 

. energetic. pe rseverIng etenmnatlOn, 
and hIS own - . ~ . tb I . 

. d classical educatIOn. He accomr- al1le~ llS 
acqutre a . . , 1 • 

thl's county and 111 1879 was unite/-, III 
lurents to ' < V 
Y-. ith Miss Almeda M. Ackley . She- was 
roam age w . 

. D Kalb Co Ind III 185 6, and was the bom \1l e ., " 

h 
f Harvey and Roxan a -(Cohurn) Ackley, 

daug ter 0 . . 
. f Ohio Mr Ackley was a soldier 111 the 

natives 0 . . . ' . 
. '1 war and died Wlllk In the defense of hiS late t:IVI , . 

, Rag Two children were born of their country s . 
union, namely: Ralph E., M ay 23, I. RR o; and 

Enna, Nov. 5, 1882: . . . 
Politica11y, Mr. John ~on IS a IJeli e ve r 1\1 and sup-

porter of the doctrines and principles of the R e pub­
lican party . H e has held the o~fit:e of Constabl e, 
and is a respected and esteemed cItIzen of th e town­
ship. Mrs. Johnson is a n earnest and active mem­

ber of the Disciples' Church . 

Woodin, farmer and mill owner on 
section 28, Shennan, is a son of Henry and 
Lydia (Earl) \Voodin , natives of New York. 

Henry Woodin, Sr. , was a fanner, and di ed in 
his native State. Hi s son H enry was uorn Nov. 
6, 1827, in Monroe Co., N. Y., and lived at home 

until 19 years of age, receivin g a good elt!lll entary 
English education in the common school s. After 
leaving the parental roof he was em ployed in various 
grist.mi11s until 1853, when he came to Sagi naw, thi s 
State. He then worked at fa rmi ng and lumbering 
until 1869, when he came to this county, selected a 
mill-site on Chippewa River, a nd erected a grist and 
saw mill, which he has operated e ver since. H e 
owns at the ~resent time 1,050 acres of land. includ­
ing 120 ac:res of winter wheat. He has in all 200 
acres improved. and good farm buildi ngs . 

He was married in 1838, to Miss Sarah B. Rose, 
who was born Sept. 10, 1825, in O ntario Co., N. Y., 

~e daughter of Willi am an~ Anna (Barber) Rose,of 
ew York Slate. Three chIldren have ueen uorn to 

Mr. and Mrs. W . : George E. was horn Aug. II, 

18-.8. and was accidentally killed in his falher's saw-

mill, in T 87 8; Anna A. was 
Louella E. , A ug. 10, 1860 . 

In political fai th, M r. Woodin is a D emocrat. He 
was elected Supervi sor in 1871, a nd held the office 
six consec.utive years ; and in 1883 and , 884 he was 
again chosen to the same position. H~ is a member 

of the M asoni c O rder. 

.. t:: -:::.,. .. ~ ... ... 'J 

~ [~,harles Stirling, fanll e r, section 2(J, Union 

~ _ """If Town ship, i.s .a so n of Ja mes a~lcl~llen 
,~ (M urray ) StIrlll1 g, and wa~ born In Mldlo-

~~ thian P a rish, Scotl.and , July 13: 1833- . When 
1\ he was 19, th e fa mIl y calll e to ColHl rg, Can ad ~l. 

where th ey resid ecl eight yt:ars, and thence 
th ey removed to Brockway T owll ship, St. Cl a ir 
County, this State. H ere M r. Stirl ing was ma rri ed, 
July 2, 186 1-, to Miss Naomi Brow n, d au ghter of 
Da~id a nd Mary (Matthewson) llrown. She was 

born in London, Canada, M a rch 12. 1845. 
In [867 , Mr. S. came to Saginaw and engaged in 

lumbering and jobbing, he havin g for three years 
previous been similarly engaged a t Lynn, St. Clair 
County. Whil e a t Saginaw he was also in t he ic(; 
business. H e was burned out , losing about $4,000. 
]n the fa ll of 1875 he came to Unio n T own ship, this 
county, a nd settl ed on 80 acres of la nd, where he 
now resides. This farm he purchased ill I R70, and 
his fa ther lived on it fiv e yea rs, unt il his d eath, J a n. 
[9, 1870. His moth e r di ed in Canad a, in 1850. 

O ne year after locatin g here, Mr. Stirlin g Lo ughl 
80 ac res adjoinin g his first purchase, on section 2 7, 
and a t th e present tim e 35 acres of thi s trac t ancl all 
of the 80 ac res on section 26 are in a hi gh sta le of 
culti vation. H e has cleared 45 acres hy hi s OWII 
efforts , and the va rious improvements ma ke hi s fa rlll 
one of th e finest in U nion T ownship. H e has a 
sple ndid orchard , inclIfding six acres , in va rious kinds 
of fr uit. H e is still interested in IUl1Iberin g, 10 whic h 
he has de voted more or less of hi s time for 20 years. 

\1r. Stirlin g is a member of th e M asonic O rd er. fj) 
His family numbers six. J ames, the eldest, was '\ 

born in Brockway Townshi p, St. Clair County, Oct. ~~-:: 
5, 1862, and is now in the employ of Doughty Bros., 0.) 

(;J~ 
of Mt. P leasant. Mary was Lorn in Brockway , Feb. ;j', 
2,), 1864, and was ma rri ed F ell. 28, ISR.1 , to Free (ro 'j 
Eslee, ~f Mt. Pleasant. Nelli e M. was 1,0[\1 in I ,ynn ...,/ 

- -. 
r. ~' 'I.- ~ , ~ 
- r. .,;, t:.;"" ------="',,'~~,_~~ ~II n :0: on; ~--::",~~~;'))#~...------

r.. -- -- ~ 

.. ,,: - ~ . :"-" -, : . I 1 ... /,: · ... ''-1:­
. , ' . " ./ ~ '-,"i1-' ; 

~: .. :-



(§~v& /(~)~~~'>€~ _ ___ ~~ 
't~,~ ,~~ - , ~ 

-:$. ISABHlLA COUNTY. 

~ ~1·:I::·n·~~;~~~~~~~:-~~-~-:l ~~;:~:·~)t : ·~ 7' 18GG, is no w 

~ attending school at Mt. Pleasant, and graduates in 
.;f,. J ll nc (18X4)· David D. was born in Saginaw, July 
T 25, I 8G9· Christina was born in Saginaw, April 27, 

dale, and in 1875 came to this county and located on 
160 acres of land on section 26, Lincoln Township, 
which he had previously purchased. He afterward 
sold this land and purchased 80 acres on section 14, 
same township. While residing on this land, Mr. P. 
was burned out, sustaining a loss of $500. He then 
sold and moved to Salt River. From the latter 
place he went to Hillsdale County, where he remained 
until 1882, and then returning to this county he pur­
chased 80 acres of land on section 10, Lincoln 
Township, on which he is at present residing. He 
has been the owner of fiv e farms, on each of which 
he made impruve:-:-:ents. 

1J 1' 874, a nu Charles B. was born Oct. 31 , [87G. The 
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last three are also attending school. 
The portrait of Mr. Stirling is given in this work, 

as that of a worthy, representative citi ze n. 

~""""-m; :~ . , .~harleS T . Puchert, farlller andblackslllith, 

~~' Ir"-~.""'~ re~idin g on sectiun 10, Lincoln Township, 
' 0 ' was born in G ermany, Aug. 12, I83c). He 
~. f emi grated to this cOllntry.whe n about I7 ycars 

( of age and located in Huron Co., Ohio. 
Shortly after hi s cOllling into the country he 

a.pprenticed him sel f to a Mr. Aaron Abbey, to learn 
thL: blacksmith's trade. He remained with Mr. Ab­
hey for one year a nd a half, and with his successor 
(Wm. Becker) for one yea r, at which time he com­
pleted his term of a pprenticeship. H e then went to 
work as a "jour" a nd was thus engaged until July 
28, [862 . At that date, he enlisted in Co. A, 55th 

. Ohio Vol. Inf., Capt. C. G. Gambey, a nd accompanied 
hi s compa ny to the Potomac, to which army it was 
assigned. 

Shortly after hiS enlistment, M r. P. was taken sick, 
and after remai ni ng in the hospital for some time he 
was honora1>ly discharged, on accuunt of disability, 
Dec. 1'3, 1862 . 

H e returned home and after convalescence he es­
tal)li shed a hl acksmith shop in Huron Co., Ohio. He 
continued to run his shop for a year, and then sold 
it a nd once again went to work as a "jour." ]\:[r. P. 
continued :It his trade for it short tim e a nd then went 
to the oi l region s of Pennsylvania. He soon re-

Mr. 1'. was first united in marriage, in January, 1861, 
in Huron Co., Ohio, with Miss Sarah A. Gilson, born 
in the county in which they were married. They had 
four children: Albert F., Elizabeth (deceased), 
Charles E. and 1 sabell a. 

His second ma rriage was to Miss Lucinda Sawdey, 
of Hillsdale County, this State, who was born Feb. 
rG, 1847 . 

M r. Puchert is a "liberal" in politics, and has held 
the minor offices of his township. He is a member 
of the Order of F. & A. M., Lodge No. 288, at Salt 
River, in which society he has held the office of W. 
M. for two years. 

.. :D.'·~t eorge P . Cullimore, fanner, section [7, 

~l (l l Fremont Township, is a son of Daniel and 

j1<. ~ Sarah (Hai nes) Cullimore. His father was 

born in Ireland, of English extraction, and his 

mother, in Maryland. In his younger days, 

his father followed the occupation of a farmer, and 
also that of woolen manufacturer. He came to 

tracc(i his steps to Huron County and erected America in IXI9, landing at Salcm, Mass., but soon 
a nother shop, IHlt shortly sold it. In the spring of afterward moved to Maryland. From that State he 
1866 Mr. P. opened a crockery store in Wood Co., moved to Ohio, and located in Greene County, where 
Ohio, a nd successfully conducted the same for about he followed the occupation of farming for six years, 

'i a year, then sold it a nd went to Toledo, same State, and then moved to Whitley Co., Ind. Both father 
.~ and again worked at his trade. and mother died in the latter named county, the 

j.y From Toledo, Mr. P. came to Lenawee County, this former in March. 1862, and the latter, Sept. 9, 1880. 
~ , 

\ State, thence to Medina Co., Ohio, then back to George P. Cullimore, the subject of our sketch, 
~ Lenawee County, a nd in I87l went to Illinois , was born Sept. 2, 1826, in Frederick Co., Md. He 
.~ where he foll owed hi s trade for some time. From Ii ved on the parental homestead, ·assisting his father 
~ Tllinois he returned to this State and located in Hills- ill the c ultivation of the farm and ·attended the colO-

f~~.A ~~ .. \ '~~~ ~ a r\/.; ·~un ("J:! . uu·· ~!> 0 ~~Y1- ~..r,'", '? ' · i.' ·· -~ .:./ , . .Y,. ~:y <<3) ~---- ---~~'" 
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~';"-7'-=h:: I until he arrived at the age of manhood. 
mon sc 00 s, ..' .' 

II d farnHng III WhItley Co., Ind., untrl Octo-He fo owe . 
8 when he came to thiS county and settled 

ber, 1 74, . d' 
IL cres of land which he had purchase III 

on 157~ a '. . 
d on which he has SlI1ce made hiS home. 

1865, an 8 M C 11' 
At the age of 26 years, Oct .. 3 1, I. '52, r. 1I I-

. united in marriage With MISS NancyC Per-
more was . . 
. 10 was born Aug. 28, 1836, In the Sl!;;ltc of 

luns, w 1. t . 
h

· By this marnage he has one SO li , Vall ie! J. o 10. , . 
Cullimore, born _~ug: 25, 185~' ,,~r. Cu1\l\lI~re was 

. married ' thiS tIme for IllS life partner he se-agalll , 

I ted Miss Martha E . Garner, to whom he was ec . . 
united in marriage May 24, 1868,111 tillS county. 
She was born Oct. 25, 1850, in Howard Co., Ind., 
and is the daughter of James and Sarah (Shanl ey) 
Garner, natives of Ohio and North Carolina. The 
husband and wife are the parents of four children: 
Sarah I., born Aug. 15, 1872; Willi am G., born 
March 3, 107.5 ; George H., born April 4, 1877; and 
John A., born May 9, 1880. 

Politically, Mr. Cullimore is a Republican. He 
has held the office of Justice of the Peace one term, 
and Drain Commissioner, and is one of the repre­
sentative men of his township . 

eander L. Taylor, druggist at Dushville, 
is a son of Lorenzo D. and Mary P. (Rob­
inson) Taylor. His father was born March 

10, 18q, in St. Joseph Co., Mich ., was at first 
a cooper by trade, and afterwards bought an 80-
acre farm in Branch County, where he lived 

until his death, Aug. 3, 186 r. His wife was born 
April 22, 1821, in the State of New York. In 1865, 
after the death of her first husband, she married Dr. 
Samuel G~een, moved to La Grange Co., Ind ., but in 
1876 returned to Branch County, where Dr. Green 
died, Aug. 13, 1880. She was the mother of 11 

children, eight of whom are living, and all married 
except Leander L. She is yet living, with her son, 
named at the head of this sketch. 

The latter was born April 22, r858, in Branch Co., 
Mich., and until J 7 years of age w~\.s with hi~ parents 
on the farm and attending school. J n I RHo he lI'ent 
to school at Fremont nine months; returning to 
Branch County, he studied medicine six months, and 

since the fall of 1 RX2 he has IJeen cllgaged ill the 
drllg business at Dushvillc. Steady a lld rclial Jlc, he 
has a growing trade. 

1 n regard to questions of national 
Taylor acts with the Rcpublican party. 

poli cy, Mr. 

.~~,--:.;j({.(,<,",~~. 

_ :,', "lj.\\..I~ 

:; m l':: yron A. Ackerman, farmer, section I X, 
?~~~W~ U nion Township, was born Se pt. G, 18 30, 
~ ~ f!f in Jefferson Co., N. V., and is :t son uf 

'/f"QiC> Salmon C. and Emily (Dicke rson) Ackerman. 
His father died when he, the son, was four 

years old, and, fOllr years later, his mother 
was again married . She is yet Ii vi ng, in Jefferson 
Co., N. Y. 

Mr. Ackerman became a sailor when he was 15 
years old, and followed th e lakes eight or nine sea-
sons. He rose to the position of mate and sailed in 
that capacity two seasons. In 1855 he bought IGo 

acres of land in Adams Co. , Wis. He remained 
there two years, sold out, and went to Des Moines 
Co., Iowa, where he rented a farm and resided three 
years. H e became a soldier in the second year of 
the war, enlisting Aug. 13,1862, in Co. G,39thIowa 
Vol. [nf. The regiment was ass igned to the I sth 
Army Corps, Fourth ])ivi :.; ion. They juined the lli ­
vision at Corinth and went with Shennan frolll Chat­
tanooga to Atlanta, thence to the sea, and remained 
with that comlnand until the surrende r of Gen. 
Johnston. Mr. Ackerman was a participant in the 
battles of R esaca, Marietta, Kenesaw Mountain, 
Altoona Pass and Bentonville. He was near Gen. 
John Corse at Altoona Pass, when the latter was 
wounded and caught him in his arms as he fell. The 
so ng, " Hold the Fort," took its origin from the action 
at Altoona. 

Mr. Ackerman was mu stered out June 14, 1865 , 
and went immedia tely to Kenosha, Wis., whither his 
family had remo ved durin g his absence in the war. 
He again resumed his former occupation and engaged 
as a common sailor two seasons, when he was placed 
in command of a steam tug, running from Holland, 
Mich., which he managed five years . His next en­
gagement was one season as mate of the "Kate 
Howard," and t.he season following as a sailor" before 
the mast." He then came to I{iicy Township, Clin­

~ 

(, 

= = 
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ton Co., Mich., where he sJlent three years on a 
rent ed farm . In 1877 he lJo ught Ho acres of i:.t11(] ill .:-_. 

r.:'" '.--
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~, Nottawa Township, Isabella County . The property four years of age was taken by her parents, in change 
H'< r,:,) was wholly unimproved, and he devoted thl.: nl.:xt of residence, to Rona!d Township, Ionia Co., Mich., 
.t~ three years to clearing and placing in suitable comli- where she lived until marriage. She is a member of r tion for agriculture, about 20 acres. At the end of the M. E. Church. Mr. and Mrs. C. have one child, 

that time, he sold out and bought his present farm, Lena M., born Jan. 7,1882. 
which includes 45 acres. At the date of his purchase 
about 12 acres were impTOvl.:d, andMr. Ackerman has 
increased his cleared and cu ltivated territory to 32 

acres. He adopts the principles of the Republican 
party, and has a tendency to liberalism in political 
views. He served one term in Nottawa Township 
as Highway Commissioner. 

He was married Dec. 8, 185 8, to Sarah A., 
daughter of Greenleaf and Elizabeth B. (Moon) 
Bates. She was born April 6, 1840, in Erie Co., N. 
Y., 22 miles from Buffalo. Their children arl.:­
Charles E., born Sept. 10, J XS9, in Adams Co., Wis., 
died Feb. 14, rR63; Alice K, born March 27, 1867, 

l'It"A';~~ 

J:r-'·.~ Hen Keen, physician and surgeon, at Dush­
~ -'-l""'-~ ville, is a son of Joseph and Deborah A. 
~rtS!1 (Finch) Keen. His father was born in Clinton 
"i Co., N. Y., Aug. 17, 1800, became a farmer, 

II emigrated to Ohio in 181 5, and in 1855 to 

, ) in Kenosha, Wis., was married Feb. 22, 1883, to Rob­
ert B. Rl.:ynolds: Mary E . was I)orn in Holland 
Ci ly, Oct. I), 187.1. / .\ 

Clinton Co., Mich., where he died Jan. 3', 
IR77. His (Allen's) mother was born in Tompkins 
Co., N. Y., July 21,1816, and is yet living, with her 
son here mentioned. 

Dr. Allen Keen was born Jan. I), ,844, in Morrow 
Co., Ohiu; remained at his parental home until 1877, 
when he entered the Bellevue Hospital Medical Col­
lege in New York city and attended a six-months 
course of lectures; he then came to Dushville, arriv­
ing May 7, 1878, and commenced the practice of 
medicine. In the autumn and winter of 1883-4 he 
attended a six-months course of lectures at the 

... 
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B. Copeman, general farmer and stock- Detroit Medical College, graduating Feb. 29. 
raiser, section 9, Lincoln Township, was Sept. 13, [862, Dr. Keen enlisted in Co. A, 23d 
born in Brant Co., Ont., March 30, 1859. Mich. Inf., which was placed in the Second Brigade 

His paren ts, natives of New York and Canada and Second Division of the 23d Army Corps, and he 
respectively, moved when he was very young participated in all the battles in which his regiment 
to Oakland Co., Mich., locating upon a farm. engaged, the principal being Campbell Station, Knox-

-1 His mother died July 29, [877, and he, being the ville, Resaca, Lost Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, 
9.) youngest, ass llmed control of half the homestead, Chattahoochee, the Atlanta campaign, Lovejoy Sta-
~.-;r.; consisling of 90 acres. He inherited this place and tion, Franklin, Nashville, etc. He was discharged in 

'" followed farming hert: until April, 1880, when he sold July, 1865. He is a member of Lodge No. 305, F. 
and went to K a nsas, and thence to Colorado, on a & A. M., at Mt. Pleasant, and votes independently in 
prospecti ng tour. J n the fall of that year he came in regard to national and State (IUestions. 
to Lillcoln Township, this COlJnty, and purchased 100 Oct. 22, 187 I, Dr. Keen married Miss Ellen V., 
acres of partly improved land. He has since cleared daughter of John G. and Sarah (Fox) Sevy, who was 

.. 25 acres, ha ving now an aggregate of 75 acres in a born May 10,1852, in Clinton Co. Mich. Before her 
C0 good tillable condition, with a fine residence, recently marriage she taught her first term of school in the 
i!; I.: rected, at a cost of $2,000. He is an active, pro- town of Bengal, Clinton County. She has just closed 

'.-'; :- gressivc fanner. Politically, he sympathizes with the her eighth term as teacher, in the village school at Jt "National" party. Dushville. Her father was a native of New York 
..... " March 30, [881., in Mt. Pleasant, Mr. Copeman State, born Sept. 14,1799, followed farming, and died 
,', .:; was marril.:d to Miss Emma Reimer, who was born in November, [855, in Clinton Co., Mich. Her mother 
\... Jan. I, 1863, in Northumberland Co., Pa. and when was born June 4, 1818, in New Hampshire, and is 
t' ~i;~::\ --.., 0'._ ,i!J I\.~ U Jli:o. ~ V~~ .~; :;:A (. " ~"""" ''' ~''®-'' ----~--'"''~-. ''',''') ""~~ D "'~. UU~:· ~ i-~--- --«I!l~~*<':!) eT~"-;j '-.:.:.;- 11· .... ··/ ' 1. " 
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~1' . g on the old homestead in Clinton Co., sun IVm , 
. h Dr. and Mrs. Keen are the parents of three 

MIC. 8 Ph"!" M children: John S., born July 9, I 74; IIp ., 
March 16, 1876, and Walter, June 3,1881. 

Liechti, fanner on section :,p, Ver­
non Township, was born near Berne, Swit­
zerland, March 18, T 849. He remained at 

home, working in foundries and saw-mills, 
until 1872, when he came to America, in com­
pany with an older brother. He stopped first 

at Jersey City, where. he followl:d for one year the 
carpenter's trade, whIch he had learned before ellll­
grating. He thel: worked in a su.gar reli~ery f~r 18 
months, after whIch he worked ll1 a rollIng mIll at 
Pittsburg, Pa. In the spring of 1876, he came to 
this State and county, and purchased 80 acres, where 
he now lives. To this he has added 20 acres, and of 
his whole farm So acres are well improved. He has 
erected good farm buildings and started a fine or­

chard. 
He was married March 4, 1876, at Mt. Pleasant. 

to Mrs. Catharine (Leibbrand) Riethmeyer, a native 
of Wurtemberg, Germany. She was born March 18, 
1831, and came to America when 23 years old. This 
is her third marriage. By her first husband, Gl:orgl: 
Bosch, she had three children: Katie, born Feb. I, 

1858; Mary, Junl:2, 186o; Regina, March [2, 1862 ; 
and by her second, Christopher Riethmeyer, she had 
two : Carrie, born June 25, 1R65; and Gottlieb, June 
4, 187°. 

Mr. Liechti is politically a Democrat. He and 
wife belong to the Lutheran Church. 

ames H. Tinker, farmer on section 18, Sher­
man Township, is a son of Sylvester and 
Mary K. (Kennedy) Tinker, natives of Port­

age Co., Ohio. Sylvester Tinker was born 
July 4, 1807, and died in August, 1855. His 
wife was born Sept. 21, 1809, and is yet living, 

with her son, at the mature age of 75. 
Their son James was born May 3, 1835, in Portage 

Co., Ohio, and at 17 went to lllinois. He there 
worked at coopering during the summer, and attended 

school in the winter, for one year. Returning to 
Ohio, he came thence to Michigan with his parents 
and located in Allegan County. For three years he 
worked at his trade in the city of Grand Rapids. 
The next 12 years were spent on a farm in Allegan 
County. In 187 [ he selected a quarter-section 111 

Sherman Township, this county. He has now half 
a section of land, 50 acres of which are illlProved. 

l-'Ie was marril:d in I X()O , to M.argaret M. Kent, 
who was born (let. 28, 1835, in Whitby, Canada, the 
daughter of William and Harriet (Henderson) Kent. 
Mr. Kent was born in Vermont, in J 7 96, and died 
Jan. 25, 1884. His wife was born in New York, 
July 25, 18°7, and died May 6,1 882 . Mr. and Mrs. 
Tinker a re the parents of fom childrl:n, two of whom 
are living: josl:phinl: H. , born Nov. I, 186 1, and dil:d 
Sept. 7, 1870; William, born Marl:h 31, 1863, di ed 
in 1867; Eudora, born Oct. r 5, [865; and Marshall, 
born Sept. 24, 1869. 

Mr. T. was Treasurer of his township consecutively 
from 187 [ to 1877, and was also for six successive 
years Supervisor. H e has been Superintendent of 
Schools. H e is a member of the Masonic Order, 
and is politically a Democrat. 

illiam H. Simonds, merchant, section r6 
Lincoln Township, was horn in Homer' , 

~'Ii'. • Cortland Co., N. V., Dec. 6, 1837. His 
'G r father, Benjamin Simollds, was a nalivl: of 

Connecticut, of English descent, a cooper by 

trade, but generally followed the ashery busi­

ness, in New York, until I X7 2, when he came to Mich­
igan and located in Capac. rn r879 he was dru gged 
uy some robbers for his money, which then amounted 
to about $400, and he soon after died from the effects 
of the drug. He was never able to speak a word 
after that crime was committed upon him. The 
mother of William H.-Malinda (nee McDonald)-
was a native of Ballston, N. Y., of English descent, 

~ :\ ~'.' 
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and died in her native State, in November, 1860. (VI 
- Of the children in the above family,-three sons [ 
and three daughters,-the subject of this sketch is the e.:IJ 
eldest. When three years of age the family moved ~cfiJ 
to Eaton, Madison Co., N. Y., and two years later to * 
Pekin, Niagara Co., N. Y., when.! hl: attendl:d school (!)' 
and worked with his father in the ashery until 20 ::; 
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i years of age; but from the time he was 16 he de- creasing trade until now he carries a stock of $2,000 
voted the summer seasons to labor upon his father's and does an annual business of $1 1,000. He built the 

; farm, "on shares." \Vhen he became of age he went first store and the second frame house in the town_ 
f> to Illinois and worked a year for a farmer in Stephen- ship. 

son County; then was at Omaha, Neb., where he Mr. S. is a charter member of the blue lodge, F. 
worked on a farm one season and clerked in a store & A. M., at Salt River, has held the minor offices of 
durin g the following winter. Then he went, with a his township, and in politics is a strong Democrat. 
view to minin g, to Pike's Peak, Salt Lake City, Pike's Oct. I, I865, in Dowagiac, Mich., Mr. Simonds 
Peak again, Santa Fe and back to his old home in married Miss Olive C., d aughter of Henry and Julia 
New York State. (Chessbrough) Hills, natives respectively of New 

April, 28, 186I, he enlisted in a battalion for the York and Vermont, of English ancestry. Mrs. S. 
service of the State, and subsequentl y for that of the was born in Dowagiac, June 12, I843. Harry H. 
general Government, joilling Co, K, 28th N. Y. Vol. Simonds, their only son, was born Feb. 27, 1877. 

Inf., Army of the Shenandoah, being under Gens. 
Patterson, Banks and Hooker. Aug. 9, 1862, at the 
battle of Ceuar Mountain, he was captured , but im­
l11ediately pa.rokd, and he v()llInLeereu to take care 
of the U Ilion and rebel pri soners at Charlottesville. 
Va. H ere he spent, as he says, "40 of the best days 
of all hi s life," as he was cared for in an extraordinary 
manner, co nsidering the exigencies. He was al-

dwin R. Coburn, minister, teacher and 
surveyor, residing at Dushville, Fremont 
Township, is a son of John F. and Min­

erva (Twade ll) Coburn . 

.~'. lowed many privileges, and given by the rebel officers 
~ and citizens several thousands of dollars in confi-

His parents were natives of New York State, 
where his father was born June 22, 1807, and 

his mother Oct. 2, 18 I 2, His father was a minister 
by profession, ~llld at times followed the occupation 
of a farmer. He was a prominent citizen in what­
ever community he resided, and while living in De­
Kalb Co., Ind., he held the position of Clerk of the 
Circuit Court five years and Register of Deeds seven 

W = = 
uence, which he gave to the Union soldiers passing 
there on the cars, At the end of the 40 days he was 
declared exchanged and went back to his regiment, 
where he remained until the close of his enlistment, 
in July, 1863, when he was honorably discharged. 
He was in six general engagements, besides minor 
battles; was wounded in the left kn ee at Winchester, 
Va., May 25, 1862. Returning home, he followed 
fanning a year, then re·enlisted again, in the 23d N. 
Y. Ind. Batte ry, of Schofield's Division in North Car­
oli na. Wa~ in two acti ve engagements, but escaped 
unhurt; and was finally discharged, after the close 
of the war, July [4,1865, 

Spending then a short time in his native State, he 
came to this connty and" took up" 1 60 acres of wild 
land, under the Homestead Act, on section) 5, Lin­
co ln Township. After following agricultural pur­
suits here for about six years, he went, in April, 187 I, 

to Salt River, where he followed painting; in the fall 
of that year he went to Mt. Plcas~.nt, where for five 
year~ he alternated bet ween painting and clerking in 
a store. III the fall of 1881, he came to J ,illcoln 
Township, erected a store-house on section 16, and 
in August following he placed therein a stock of $625 

worth of goods, which he has increased with an in-

years . He was also Pastor of the Church of Christ 
and followed his ministerial labors until the time of 
his death, which occurred while administering the 
gospel in 1880. The mother died Oct. 25, 1840, in 
Auburn, DeKalb Co., Ind. 

Edwin R. Coburn, the subject of our notice, was 
born in W;Jl'ren, Trumbull Co., Ohio, Aug. 10, 1835. 
He remained at home until his step· mother's death, 
which occurred when he had attained the age of 17 
years, when he entered the mercantile establishment 
of Dickerson Bros., at Hicksville, Ohio, as clerk. 
His education had been acquired in the common 
schools and under the tutorship of his father, and 
after clerking in the establishment mentioned for a 
period of time he entered on the profession ot 
teacher. He continued to follow this until the civil 
war. 

Sept. 23, di61, he enlisted in Co. F, 44th Ind. Int. 
He first smelt gunpowder" burnt in anger" at the 
battle of Corinth. He also participated in the hat-

--~~DD'~'UU~~-~--
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I f Chickamauga and Chattanooga. At the 
t es 0 
former he was wounded and was detached to survey 

h National Cemetery at Chattanooga. He was 
t e h ' d honorably discharged Nov. 2 I, T 864. aVlllg serve 

three years and two months. . 
After his discharge he went home to Indiana, and 

followed surveying for some time, and in I 8~ came 
to this county and located at Dush~ille. 1!e has 

nstantly resided at that place ever since. He has 
:;Iowed the ministerial profession since 1.85~, and .IS 
at the present time a member of the District MIS­
sionary Society. He also devotes his time to survey­
ing during snmmers and to teaching winters, in 
addition to his ministerial labors. 

Mr. Coburn was united in marriage Oct. 25, 1858, 
to .Miss Elizabeth Johnson, born Oct. 25, 1836, in 
Surk Co., Ohio. She was a daughter of David and 
Margaret Johnson, natives of Pennsylvania, who 
moved from that State to Hicksville, Defiance Co., 
Ohio, where they both died. 

Politically, Mr. Coburn is a supporter of and be­
liever in the principles of the RepUblican party. He 
has held [he office of Justice of the Peace and School 
Inspector, and was Postmaster at Dushville for a 
number of years. 

A. Owen, farmer on section 36, Ver­
non, was born in Lower Canada, Dec. 3, 
1827, and is a son of Amasa and Mary 

(McNeal) Owen, natives of Vermont and New 
Brunswick and of Scotch-Irish descent. The 
father was a fanner and mechanic, and is sup­

posed to have been lost on a boat that sunk in Lake 
Erie, about 1842. The mother died when Joseph 
was three years old. 

studied mechanics. He afterwards worked in various 
places throughout the Empire State. In 1854 he 
came to Flint, this State, and engaged there in the 
same trade, which he followed in that place until 
1860. Thence he went to East Saginaw, and for 
some time he worked there in the shops. He was 
for a time engineer and head sawyer. In 1865 he 
took a trip through the Northern Peninsula, where he 
trapped for fur animals, with rea!;onable success. 

After following trapping in several other places, he 
returned to Saginaw, and resumed his trade of ma­
chinist, at which he worked until 1875 . Aug. 6, of 
that year, his clothing was caught amongst the ma­
chinery, and being new, its strength was such that 
the strain nearly killed him before his clothing was 
stripped from his person. For 14 weeks he was under 
medical care. After his recovery he worked for two 
years in fhe mill, and then, in 1877, came to Isabella 
County and purchased 80 acres of land on section 
26, Vernon. He has now 30 acres well improved. 

He was married Sept. 14, 1869, in East Saginaw, 
to Miss Ann Trevidick, daughter of John and Eliza­
beth (Hocky) Trevidick, nativeR of England. Mrs. 
Owen was also born in England, Aug. 18, 1840. 
She. W'lS two years old when her people came to 
Canada, and nine when they settled at Mt. Clemens, 
Macomb County. She afterwards was employed at 
dress-making in Saginaw, having .learned the art at 
Mt. Clemens. 

Mr. and Mrs. Owen have two children: Frank T ., 
born Sept. 8, 1872; and John J., born Oct. 6, r874. 
Mrs. Owen has been for 15 years a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. O. is a member 

. of East Saginaw Lodge, No. 77, F. & A. M., and is 
politically a Democrat. 

The latter lived from the time of his mother's I .... j~ 
death until 18 years old, with a man named Erastus Irati ewis Green· farmer section Li I 
Lawrence. While with him he learned the cooper's ~~w Township, ~as born 'in senecal~o., ~~~~ 
trade. At the age mentioned, he went to Rutland . . March 25,182 r. HrIived with his parents' 
C~.\ V\ ..• whe~~ \w '~\HIW~ the carpel,te{ al,d jQiner's : in his n,ltivt; C0l1ntv, attending the cOnlmon 

trade. He followed this in that county for six or It' schools and assisting on the farm until he was 
seven years, during which time he spent two seasons l 14 years of age, when he accompanied them to 
on th,.lakes and canal. He afterward went to North- Fulton Co., Ohio, where they settled on a farm. 
ern New York, where he was a captain on a Lake Mr. Green remainM on the farm, assisting in the 
Champlain canal boat. Thence he went to Lancas- cultivation of the same, until his marriage to Miss 
ter. N. Y., where he entered the machine shops and Diana Steadman, July .2, 1845. She was a native ot 
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New York, and was born in Orleans County, that 
State, June 10, [82 r, Her mother died when she was 
quite young, and when she attained the age of 15 
years she went to Fulton County. where she lived un­
til her marriage, She has borne to ~h, Green one 
child, Winfield So, June 3, 1853, He was united in 
marriage with Miss Malessa A. Vanalstine, who was 
born in Prince Edwards Co" Can" May 4, [853, 
Malessa is the mother of two children, Lewis A, and 
John c., both living, 

Two years after Mr. Green was married he came 
to Hillsdale County, this State, and settled in Jeffer­
sen Township. He followed the occupation of farm­
ing on this land until October, 1864, when he came 
to this county and purchased 154 acres of land, on 
section 19, Lincoln Township, on which he has con­
stantly resided ever since, Mr, Green has disposed 
of 49 acres of his original purchase and donated one 
acre for a township burying ground, and has success­
fully brought into a good state of cultivation more 
than half of the remainder. 

Mr. and Mrs, Gn:en were among the first settlers 
in this township, and expcrienced the obstacles and 
privations of the early pioneer; yct, having faith in 
the futurc development of thc country and an ahund­
ance of energy and perseverance, thcy battled against 
vicissitude and Ii ved to see the realization of their 
faith , • 

Politically, Mr. Green is a believer in and supporter 
of the Republican party . He has been honored with 
several minor offices within the gift of the people 
and is a respected and esteemed citizen of his town­
ship, 

artin Z . DeHa.rt, farmer, section 18, Lin. 
-'coin Township, was born in Fairfield Town­

'\ ship, Richmond Co, (Staten Island), N, 
Y, Aug, 27, 1845. 

. The parents of Martin were John W, and 
G) Ann (Hicks) DeHart, both natives of Rich-
~ mond County, and of French and German lineage , 

I
,' ~ His fathcr followed the occupation of "oyster 
~ dredger" nntil I X6S, when he came to this State and 

'" scttled 011 a farm ill Montcalm County, where they 
are beth at present residing, aged 6S and 60 years 
respectively, 

Mr. DeHart accompanied his parents to thiS Slate 
when ten years of age, He remained with thent , 
under the parent,ll roof-tree, and assisted in the 
maintenance of the family. i'll' \\'a~ lhe \lldest of a 

family of s\!\'cn t~hil\\rcn ~Ii\' \! IltlyS :md two ~itll\): 

and, the family being in meager circumstances, the 
greater portion of the lahor fell to the lot of our sub. 
ject; yet uncomplainingly he hore the burden and re­
mained with the family until he attained the age of 
20 years. On reaching this age in life, he set forth 
on the "road of trouble" to battle the vicissitudes 
of life without aid, 

He first worked on the neighboring farms, and, 
until he reached the age of manhood, gave one-half 
his wages to his father. He has recently obtained a 
clerkship in a store, and is at present following that 
vocation. In 1875 Mr. DeHart received the ap­
pointment of Deputy Postmaster, and has held the 
position to the present time. 

In the fall of 1876 Mr. D, purchased 40 acres of 
land on sectiun 17, Lincoln Township, and has 
turned his leisnre time to its improvement, and has 
't5 acres of the same in a good state of cultivation. 

Politically, Mr. D, is a slippurter of and bdiever 
ill the principles of the Republican party. 

i"~l~'''·~'ha.rle8 D. Bogue, farmer on section 33, 
Vernon, was born in Shiawassee Co., 
Mich., Oct. T 4, 1844, and is a son of James 

and Harriet Stimson, natives of the State of 
New York. His father was a farmer, was 

'one 0f the pioneers of Shiawassee County, 
where he settled 50 years ago, and died in that coun­
ty, where the mother is still living, 

The subject of this sketch remained at home until 
the breaking .out of the war, when he enlisted in Co. 
D, First Mich. Vol. Cav., which was assigned to the 
Army of the Potomac, He participated in all the 
engagements of his regiment, which achieved for it­
selfa distinguished record. He received no wounds, 
but his health was seriously impair.ed, and he was 
honorably discharged, March 10,1866, after a service 
of nearly five years. His last year was on the fron· 
tier, and his muster out was received at Salt Lake 
City, 

Returning to Michigan, he 

rr~:'f4~\A ~'.t~il" ~('* 
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d rarm which he cultivated one year; was then former in the autumn of 1863. In that county, Jan. stea I. , 

r time on the lakes, and then once more he re- 1<),1830, Mrs. C. was born . There were [3 children 
lor a . ' f ' f 'l 

d to his native place. With the exception 0 In the ami y. Mr. and Mrs. Cha pm an are the pa r-turne . 

Y
ear in the West, he worked the home farm untIl ellts of nine children, viz .: Ira 0 ., born May .1, 

~e . . 
December, 1875, when he came to thIS county and IR5[; Arletta, Feb. '3, 1856; Frank, Nov. 26,1 851> ; 
bought 160 acres on sections 32. and 33' ,Vernon, Della, June 24, [ 860; Herbert, Oct. 3,1 862; Day, 

'ld and unsubdued. He has slllce sold t~e 80 born June '<), 1864, di ed Aug. 5, 1868; Burton, born 
WI • " 1 . 
acres on 32, and of the remal11der has 35 ac/es Im- Apn 1<), 1866, dIed Aug. 12, 1868; Burton (2d), 
proved. . . . . uom May 26, 1870 ; Malld, born Sept. 13, [872 . 

He was married July 2, 1868, In Saglllaw, to MIss 
Elizabeth Graham, daughter of John and Jennie 
(McFerrin) Graham, who was ~)orn il~ Wellingt~n 
Co .• Ont., July 12, 1854. Of thIS marnage five chll­
dre~ have been born, as follows: Jennie B., Oct. 10, 
1869; Hattie A., May I, 1871; Lewie M., March 6, 
1873; Nettie . M., June 6, 1875; George L., Jan. I, 

1880. 
Mr. Bogue is a Republican and has held the minor 

offices of his school di strict. 

ard Bellingar, general fanner and stock­
raiser, section 4, Lincoln Township, was 
born in Defiance Co., Ohio, Sept. 8, 1844. 

His father, Adam Bellingar, a farm er, was born 
in New York, of New En gland parentage and 
English ancestry, and died in Lincol n Town-

ship, this county, Feb. 8, 1875; was prominent in 
the pionep.r hi story of this county. Edward's mother, 
Lydia (nee Jon es) Bellin gar, was of the same nativity, 
and died auout J 854, in Hillsdale Co., Mich. = 

l eter Chapman, farmer and stock-raiser, The subject of this sketch was an infant when .his ~ 
~ secti ::m I r, Rolland Township, is a son of parents moved to Hillsdale County, this State, where = 
• Peter and Martha (Pierce) Chapman. His he grew up and was educated at the common school. ~ 

father was born in 17 7 <), in Saratoga Cu., N. In June, 1861, he , then aged 17, came to this county 
Y., and died March '7, , 857, in Monroe Co., with hi s father, who h01llesteaded a quarter-section 
.N. Y. His mother was born in 177 8, in Wash- of wild bnd, where he still resides. He has always 

inglon Co., N. Y., a nd di ed in 18 65, in Monroe Co., hee n a farm er, indu striolls and econolllical, and 
N. Y. They had two d aughters and six sons, onl y therefore pros perous, now owning all the homestead, 
two of the children now living. 25 0 acres, on sections 4 and 5. Of this he has 200 

The subject of this sketch was born April 16, acres in a fine tillahle condition. He has a stock 
1825, in Monroe Co., N. Y. At the age of 17 he and grain barn, which cost $1 ,5°0, and a brick resi-
engaged for the summer seasons at work upon the dence, that cost $2,000. Considering that he was 
canal, for about 14 years; he then came to Michi- made a cripple for life by a cut in the l eft kn ee when 
gan and resided in Allegan County one year, in Ionia he was a child, compellin g him ever to use crutches, 
CoUl~ ty ten years, until 1871, engaged in farming; great credit is due him for his business tact and am-
his next place of residence, for five years, was on a bitious energy in agricultural affairs. He has held 
quarter of section 35, Rolland Township, this county, the school offices of hi s township, as well as that of 
and he then bought a quarter-section where he now Treasurer. With respect to national issues, he is a 
resides and has 100 acres under good cultivation . staunch Republican. 

Mr. Chapman has been Treasurer of his T ownship June 30, 1866, in Lincoln Township, Mr. Bellingar 
three years, and Highway Commissioner for a num- married Miss Mary, dau ghter of William and Clo-
ber of terms. In regard to political issues he is a rinda (Spencer) Mull, ri~tive s respectively of Ireland 
Democrat. and New York , and of En gli sh, Irish ~nd German 

In the year 1849 Mr. C. was married to Miss Lo. ancestry. They hoth died in Hillsdale Co., Mich. 
~ema, daughter of Ira and Clarissa Willis, who died Mrs . B. was horn in Maumee, Ohio, No v. I, 1842, 
In Monroe CO' l ~. y. ~ the latter in 1848 and the moved to Hillsdale County when young, and to thi~ 
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~l!' county in r86S, when 23 years old . Mr. and Mrs . 
~IJ B. are the parents of five children, namely; Freder­
,;:,~:, ick, born May 3, ,869; Lydia c., Feb. 22, 1871; 

~r Lillian T., May 4.1874; Ednah 1., Feb. IS, 1876 ; 
Ivy A., Feb. 22, 1878. The parents attend the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

., ) 
? 

.~ 

Mr. Bellingar's portrait, on another page, is a val­
uable addition to the collection presented in this 
volume. 

homas Bamber, farmer, section 9, Union 
Township, was born in August, r847 ,in Mur­
ray Township, Northumberland Co., Can. 

He is a son of Will and Clarissa (Bush) Bamber, 
natives of England and Canada. His parents 
settled on a farm in the Dominion of Canarla. 

They transferred their interests to Union Township, 
I sabella Co., Mich., in the fall of I 86<), where his father 
hought the Preston House, conferred upon it his own 
name, and continued its management several years. 
He died in Mt. Pleasant. 

Mr. B:II11her assisted his father ill the hotel ~everal 
years, and after workill¥ ahollt three years as a hllilder, 
he purchased th'.! farm where he has since resiJed, 
comprising 120 acres of land. About 40 acres were 
in tillage at the time of his purchase, to which he 
has since added until he has 6S acres in ~ery finely 
improved and cultivated condition, with creditable 
farm buildings. 

Mr. Bamber was married in East Saginaw, to Eliza­
beth, daughter of Luke and Mary Murphy, natives 
of Canada. Five children have been born of this 
union, on the farm in Union Township, as follows: 
Richard, Clarissa, Annie J., William and Michael J. 

is yet living, 60 years of age, In Rolland Township, 
this county. 

The subject of this sketch was born July 4, 1856, 
in Henry Co., Ohio; remained at home until of age, 
helping to support .his widowed mother and a family 
of seven children, who were dependent upon his 
labor and that of his brother; he then came to his 
present location, where he owns 40 acres of land, 
with good improvements thereon. During the winter 
seasons h(> has been engaged in the lumber woods. 

On national issues, Mr. Bundy has always been 
counted a Republican. 

In 1881 Mr. B. married Miss Sarah, daughter of 
Jacob and Elizabeth (Harshman) Crum, natives of 
Ohio: father was born in Green County, that State, 
in October, 182r, and mother Jan. II, 1827; and 
their fOLlr sons and three daughters are all yet living. 
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Bundy are, Elnora, 
born Oct. 25, 1882, and Edna, Sept. 16, 1883. 

.---~---~ 

eorge W . Waight, fanner on section 25, 
Shennan Township, is a son of William 

!'; and Harriet (Grinold) Waight, natives of 
the State of New York. William Waight was 
born in 1807, and died in 1874. He followed 
farming, and also worked at the stone-mason's 

trade, and died in his native State. 
His son, George, was born June 27, 1844, in Steu­

bl:n Co., N. Y., and worked on the farm and attended 
school until he was nearly of age. He then enlisted 
in Co. H, I 6r st N. Y. Inf., and was assigned to the 
Army of the Southwest, under Gen. Canby (the same 
who was a few years since killed by the Indians, in the 
far West). He was engaged in the siege of Mobile, 
Ala., and was finally discharged from the U. S. gen­
eral hospital, June IS, 1865. 

Returning to his home in Steuben Co., N. Y., he 
there remained until 1868, when he came to Kala-

, leb Bundy, farmer, section 8, Fremont mazoo, Mich. He worked at farming and other em-
Township, is a son of Jacob and ElizaLeth ployment until 1877, when he came to Isabella 

(Fessler) Bundy. Mr. Bundy, Sr., was born County and located on 80 acres of wild land, 40 of 
in the State of New York, in 1818; followed which are now nicely improved. 

~ ~ farming until 1862, when he enlisted in an He was married in r867, to Miss Louise Towsley, 
.?~, Ohio regiment in the Western Army, died in who was born in Steuben Co., N. Y., in 1848, and 
(.~ the hospital at Chattanooga in 1864, and was buried died in this county, March 7, 1883. He was again 

'')- in tht; natiQnal cemetery at that place. His widow marTied, to Miss Iiannah Hanis, who was porn Oct. 
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= . Medina Co Ohio the daughter of David 1845 Jl1 .,' 
30, EI' ' beth (Appleman) Harris, natives of Colum-
and Iza . 
• C Ohio. Mr. Harris was born In T797, and 

biana 0., , . M 
. 87 6 in Hudson Lenawee Co" Mich. rs. 

diedJl1I' ' .. . . 
. s born in 180J- and IS yet \tVlng, 111 Mt. Harns wa , 

Pleasant, at the. age o~ ? 9· ~ 
Mr. Waight IS pohtlcally a ])emoc~at. ~e, has 

Treasurer of his township and Hlghwa~ Com-
been . f I P . . ner and is now J lIstlce 0 t 1e eace. 
IOIS510 , 

, ,.~ 

: ansley Sutliff, retired farmer, residing on 
; section 2, Lincoln Township, and one of 

-!!'I!I~. the self"made men of the county, was born 
in Connecticut, A ug. 12, 1796. 

When seven years of age he accompanied 
his parents from Connecticut to New York, 

where they settled, and when Ransley was about 17 

years of age both died. Thus, before he had ripened 
into years of manhood, Mr. S. was thrown upon the 
cold, unthinking world to fight the battles of life 
alone. He worked at common labor on the farm and 
otherwise until he attained the age of 27 years. 

May IS, IS25, in Wayne Co., N. Y., he was united 
in marriage with Catharine Barnhart, a native of 
New York, where she was born Dec. 3, [ 803. She 
is the mother of seven children, born to Mr. Sutliff, 
of whom three boys and two girls are living. 

Ang. 14, 1814, Mr. Sutliff enlisted in the services 
of the U. S. Government, but the regiment in which 
he enlisted was out only about three months, and he 
was honorably discharged in November, IS 14. 

After he was married, Mr. S. settled in Orleans 
Co., N. Y. ; but, owing to the unhealthfulness of that 
county, he returned to Wayne County, same State, 
and remained a sufficient length of time to recuper­
ate his health, which had been greatly impaired dur­
ing his residence in Orlea ns County, when he went 
to Monroe County, same State, and followed the vo­
cation of farmer for three years. From Mon roe 
County he went to Cattarauglls County, same State, 
and there followed agriculture three years, when he 
went to Pennsylvania and was engaged in the same 
occupation until IS 34. 

In May, 1834, Mr. Sutliff came to this State and 
located in what is now known as Basswood Corners, 
HillSdale COllnty. This was prior to the admission 

of Michigan into the Union, and at that time Hills­
dale was but a hamlet. The country was truly a 
wilderness, and the hand of improvement was hardly 
visible. All around him was a dense fore st, and 
only one family lived within a radius of 12 miles. 
Wolves came in great numbers howling round the 
log-cabin door, and on one occasion killed a two-year­
old colt, and on anoth er a two-year-old steer, belong­
ing to Mr. Sutliff. Deer were also in abundance, 
and a good supply of venison was almost always on 
hand. He killed five in one day, within a few yards 
of his cabin. He lived here in the forest for nine 
years. His wife, with her scant supplies and few 
conveniences, likewi se toiled, a song on her lips for 
the birdlings in their nests, and a greeting for the 
weary mate when he rested from his labors. 

After remaining there nine yea rs, he removed to 
Clinton County, and was there engaged in farming 
for 12 years, when he removed to Montcalm County, 
and lived there four years, engaged in the same oc­
c upation, and then went to Newaygo COlinty and 
located in Bridgeton Township, on the banks of the 
Muskegon River. From Newaygo, Mr. S. moved to 
Osceola County, and in 1872 came to this county and 
purchased 40 acres of land on section 2, Lincoln 
Township, where he is at present residing. 

Mrs. Sutliff is now living and has attained the 
venerable age of S I years, and still retains her cus­
tomary !.(ood health and to a great degree her strength. 
The venerable coupl e have celebrated their 59th 
marri age anniversary, and are greatly respected and 
esteemed by the citi7.ens of their township. 

Politically, Mr. S. is a believer in and supporter of 
the principles of the Republican party. 

iron M. Hungerford, farmer, section 18, 

" Union TownShip, was born Oct. 15,1845, 
" :-;,. >'1 in Somerset, Niagara Co., N. Y. He is 

, . 

\ 
( , ' 
'. / 

\\\, . the son of Laban L. and Charlotte Caroline 
(Corbin) Hungerford, His mother was born 
in the State of New York, and died in Genesee 0)J 

Co., Mich ., in September, I S64. The father is a na- ~ 
tive of New Hampshire and resides in Genesee f~?; 
County. d 

Mr. Hungerford was 14 years old when his parents ~ " 

settled in Mundy, (~ e nesee Co., Mich., and he fe- ""'J 
mained at hOllle Ilntil the adv"nt of civil wa r, when, ~ 

...... J~lr.,\,.,' f\(·· n'I"A·nn·)~ ..... '1.' · "'1' ..-, __ _ ----- ~llJllr:/91v- - ; . ~ .'I..~ : - _ . 1.1:, 'j" -
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at the age of 16, he became a soldier. He enlisted 
in Co. H, loth Mich. Vol. Inf., and was in the First 
Brigade, Second Division of the ) 4th Corps of the 
Army of the Cumberland. He was in that command 
through all its battles and marches from Chattanooga 
to the surrender of Joe Johnston. Among the more 
important engagem ents were Bentonville, Chicka­
mauga, Dallas, Lookout Mountain, Jonesboro, Peach­
Tree Creek, etc. At the battle of Peach-Tree Creek 
he received a sunstroke and thenceforward, to the 
close of the war, he was on light duty. Previous to 
this injury he was never excused from duty, and 
during the entire period of his service was never in 
a hospital and never rode in an ambulance. 

H e was mustered out July 19, [865, at Louisville, 
Ky. Soon after that event he bought 45 acres of 
land in Livingston Co., Mich. After eleven years' 
residence in that section of the Peninsular State he 
uought 45 acres where he has since resided . The 
entire acreage was in a state of nature and he has 
improved and placed 30 acres in fai r farp..1ing condi­
tion. 

Mr. Hungerford was married Oct. 14, J866, to 
Affa A., daughter of John N. and Rozzillah (Hurd) 
Barnes. Her parents were natives of the State of 
New York. Her mother died June 20, 1873, at 
Tyrone, Mich. Mrs. Hungerford was born Aug. 18, 
1845, in the village of Birmin gham, Bloomfield 
Township, Oakland Co., Mich. The chHdren now 
belonging to the household are Ettie B., born May 
30, 1869; Edna B., Aug. 29, 1870; Miron B., May 
9,1875. All were born at Tyrone in the county of 
Livin gston, this State . 

-"··li,Yrus Crum, farmer, section 18, Fremont 
if T ownship, is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth 
" (Harshman) Cnml. His father, a fanner, 
was uom Oct. 26, 1822 , in Montgomery Co., 
Ohio; and his mother, in Green Co., Ohio, 
Jan. 1 I, 1828. They lived in Indiana nearly 

20 years, then in Cass County, thi s State, four years, 
then 13 years in Whitley Co., Ind., and finally came 
to their present abode on section 18, purchasing a 

l'!J quarter-section of wild land. Here they have im­
"":~ proved 70 acres and erected substantial buildings. 

I~~~----~ 

.---:::-:~ 

They have had four sons and three daughters: four 
of the children are married. 

Mr. Cyrus Crum was born Feb. 10, 1851, in Cass 
Co., Mich., and has always remained with his parents. 
H e has charge of th e farm. During the war the fa­
ther was a soldier for the Union, being a member of 
Co. K, Eighth Ind. Inf., under Gen. Sherman. On 
account of ill health he was detailed to guard 'rebel 
prisoners at Indianapolis. He was discharged at 
the termination of his time of service, in 186.~. 
Last year (1 883) Cyrus made an extended tour 
through Dakota Territory. He is a young man of 
good habits, and is recognized as such by the com. 
munity in which he resides . On national 
he votes with the H.epublican party. 

aniel Lynch, merchant at Blanchard, is a 
~~? SOl; of John and Joanna Lynch, natives of 

Ireland. The father was born in 1830, 
and has been a sailor, until 188 I, when he 

became a clerk in his son's store. The mother 
was hom in 1831 and died April 13, 1873, in 

Kent Co., Mich . 
Their son Daniel was uom April 18,1852, in New­

port, R. 1., and a t the age of 16 years left home to 
learn the blacksmith's trade. Following this occu· 
pation as an apprentice five years, he then started in 
for himself at Grand Rapids, where he remained two 
years. His shop was consumed by fire. In 1875 he 
started in the grocery business in the same city, con­
tinuing in it two years. He then followed black. 
smithing about six months, at the expiration 
which time (1878) he came to Blanchard, this county. 
After three months at his trade, he returned to 
Grand Rapids. Coming once more to Blanchard, be 
uought a lot and erected a grocery, where he began 
in mercantile life agai n. During this time the village 
of Blanchard was incorpora ted. He held the 
of Constable, Tru stee. Marshal and Dep~lty 

(under C. M. Brooks, Sheriff). In 1879 he "'''· ...... e'-­

his store for 80 acres of land in Rolland 
and June 20, 1880, he again established a 
mercantile business, resigning all other 
which demanded his time. He has, however, 
held the office of village Treasurer two terms. 

He was married May 12, 1875, to Miss £,""' ...... '-
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who was born June 17, 1852 , In Kent Co., 
Con on, . 

. h the daughter of John and Hannah Condon. 
M1c ., . '{' h' K C died in 1873, 111 Walker owns IP, ent 
Mr. . . . (' d R 'd 

t The mother now lives 111 ,ran apl s. Coun y. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynch are the parents of two c.hlldren, 

El' or born March 28, 1876; and BeSSIe, born _ In , ~ 

Nov. 25, 1879. i, 

Mr. L. is politically independent. He afd wife 
are members of the Catholic Church. 

section 8, Lin­
in Warren Co., 

'

mos E. Woodin, farmer, 
coIn Township, was born 

~ . Pa., July 20, 1844. 
: Mr. Woodin. w~s reared o.n h~s father's farm 
h~ and assisted hIm 111 the cultIvatIon of the same 
I and in the maintenance of the family until he 

attained the age of 17 years. 

~l~~:{:"~~:~~;~:~:;t;,;§::~~~:[:~:· t 
Jan. 13, 1866, to Miss Minty Holcomb, a native of I 
that county, where she was born Sept. 15, 1851, and (~ . 
where she had lived and received her education. 

Shortly after marriage, Mr. W. moved to this county 
and entered on the vocation of farming. He fol­
lowed the same for a short time, then moved to 
Montcalm County, then to Ionia County, and finally 
returned to this county and purchased 40 acres of 
land on section 8, Lincoln Township, on which he is 
at present living, He has 35 acres of his farm 
under good improvement. Mr. W., politically, is a 
"National," and has held the minor offices of his 
township for several years. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. are the parents of three children, 
-Effie M., born Nov. 22, 1868; Jessie, born June 
20, T874, and \rchie, Aug. 26, 1877. 

At this period in the life of our subject, the nation ,v_ J.., 
-. ~~:t~ ~ 

was aroused from her peaceful sleep of years by the~f~4-:"1'_~ 
rebel fire on Sumter, and the call went forth for loyal %~ .-."-""~ = 

~
> . "II mos F. Drew, farmer on section 6, Union, =-

hearts and strong arms to battle for the perpetuity of @' 
the nation's flag. Mr. Woodin was one among the ~~- was born Aug. 22, 1825, in Orangeville, = 
first to respond, and although only I7 years of age en- % ~ Wyoming Co., N. Y., and is a son Nathaniel ~ 
listed in Co. F, Ninth Reg. N. V. Vol. Cav., and was ~!Iir and Sally (Nichols) Drew. Both parents died 
assigned to the Army of the Potomac. He partici- in Pine River, Waushara Co., Wis. He lived at \ 
paled in almost all the battles in which his regiment ·home until 22 years old. His first work for others 
engaged during t!;e campaign, the number being 52 . than his father, was in a saw-mill in Summerhill, 
Prominent among them were Williamsburg, Cedar Crawford Co., Pa. Here he was employed two years, 
Mountain, second Bull Run, Shenandoah, Culpeper, at $10 per month. Going then to New York State, 
Stephensburg, Oakes' Hills, Cold Harbor, Bunker he spent two summers in grafting fruit trees. The 
Hill and Winchester. He was taken prisoner at ensuing two or three years were spent in saw-mill 
Philomont, Va., June 22, 1863, and was for a short work in Allegany Co., N. Y. He learned the car-
time on Belle Island as a prisoner of war, but was soon pe nter's trade, at odd times, not serving any regular 
paroled. He was not exchanged, but as retaliation apprenticeship. He is a natural mechanic, and has 
for violation of the rules of exchange by Kirby Smith worked with tools much of his life. 
he was again placed in the ranks. In the fall of 1877, he came from Allegany Co., 

At the battle of Winchester, Va., Mr. Woodin had N. Y., and bought 60 acres, where he has since re-
four horses shot from under him, and was wounded sided. His family arrived in September, 1878. 
in the left thigh by a collision of his horse with He was married June 14, 1853, at Portage, Livings-
another. This happened Sept. 19, 1864, and on the ton Co., N. V., to Miss Hannah, daughter of Hiram 
18th of July, 1865, he was honorably discharged. and Amy Hopkins. Of this marriage there have been 

Mr. Woodin returned to Warren Co., Pa., after his born four sons and two daughters . George W. was 
discharge from the service, and remained for a short born March 23,1854. in Allegany Co., N. Y.; Charles 
period, when he came to this State (whither his par- F. was born in Crawford Co., Pa., June 23, 1857 ; 
ents had removed during the war and located a Julia A. was born March 28, 186o, in Allegany Co., 
homestead on section 17, Lincoln Township), arriv- N. Y., and died Dec. 30, 1864; Mary Ann was born 

~~~~-.--~~~-~~ .UD~~;UU~)t) }) ~ ~t;}~~~Jf~i 
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\~ 
'l~ March 3, .. X6G, in the sallie cOllnty, and Jied Nov. 5, 
~i' " .\? 1 870; Fred G. was born Nov. 6, 1870, in the same 
~) . I 
_ h county', John E. was born June 3, 1874, In t 1e same 
';;l--' county. 

Politically, Mr. Drew is a Repuulican. 
Dec. IS, I86r, he enlisted in Co. C, I04th N. Y. 

Vol. Inf. He fou ght at Thorough fare Gap, Catholic 
Station, and Manassas Junction, and was discharged 
Dec. 24, d~62, on a s urgeon's certificate of disability. 
He again enlisted Dec. 20, 1863, in Co. F, 4th New 
York Artillery. He was wounded in the thigh, June 

, ~ 18, 1864, in front of Petersburg, and, after a ten 
months' confinement in the hospital, he was finally 
discharged from the service, March 2, 1865, 

1 ( ' . ~. 
= = 
,.~ 

~ 
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'" ilas B. Richardson, fanner, section 30, Fre-
mont T ownship, is a son of Asa p, and 
J ane (Staple) Ri chardson, the fonn er of 

whom was born in Vermont, in 1797; followeu 
fa rming and prospecting for lanu in the State 
of Maine; removeu thence to Ohio in 185T, 

first settling in Lorai n County, two years afterward in 
Montgomery Township, Wood Co., seven or eight 
years after that in Jackson Township, same county, 
and fin ally with his children in this county. He 
died at his son Barnard's, March 30, 1870, and was 
buried in Fremont Cemetery. His widow was born 
in Maine in 1806, and is still livin g, with her chil­
dren, all of whom are yet living, twelve in number, 
four in Ohio alld eight in Michigan. 

The subject of this sketch was born July 19, 1833, 
't. in Somerset Co., Me. In r860 he married Miss 

Catherine, daughter of Henry and Sarah (Ross) 
Hess, who was born Feb. 28, 1842, in Columbiana 
Co" Ohio. Her father was born in Pennsylvania, in 
1806, and is yet living, near Bowling Green, Wood 
Co" Ohio; her mother was born in New Jersey in 
1817, and died Feb, I I, 1868, leaving six sons anu 
three daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Richardson have 
had seven children, all of whom are living, viz ,: 
Henry A., Sarah J" John W., Silas B., Ida L., James 
G. anu Lillian E. 

In regard to na tional issues Mr. R. votes with the 
Republicans; has been Justice of the Peace since 

~ 
(C!J 1874, School Inspector two years, and 'las held other 
'-. school offices in hi s district,-in all, seven years. 

~~A ~-'.;_~:$,,~ _____ ~ 
[,~~' ~''' ' ~ ~ 

~"'ll'harle8 F . Curtiss, farmer, section 8, Fre_ 
~ _' ,' If mont Township, is a son of Waldo W. and 
; W'<J'", Margaret (nee McCue) Curtiss. His father 
~~ was a native of New York, where he was born 

\\ in 1820, and his mother was born on the Em_ 
erald Isle, in 1825, and died in Genesee Co., 

N. Y., Aug. 14, 1875. His father was a cooper by 
trade, and also followed the occupation of farming, 
and died in the month of December, 1857. The 
grandfather of Charles F. was born June 9, 1796, ancl 
is still living. His wife was born, Feb. 13, 1797,and 
has passed to the uetter land. 

Charles F., the subject of our biographical notice, 
was one of six boys, all livin g, who constituted the 
family of his parents, and was born in Oakfield, 
Genesee Co., N. Y., Nov. 15, 1857. He was reared 
on the farm, receiving the advantages afforded by the 
common schools, His father dying when he (Charles 
F.) was only about one month old, he contributed his 
earnings to the support of the family until the death 
uf his mother. After her death, the six boys, being 
thrown on the cold charity of an unthinking world, 
went forth upon the road of time to fight the battles 
of adversity alone. 

Aprils, ,88o, Mr. Curtiss came to this State and 
engaged with his brother in farming, which relation­
ship existed for one year. He then, in 1881, pur­
chased 80 acres of land on sections 8 and 9, Fremont 
Township, this county, known as the Thomas Will­
iamson farm. H e at once entered on the improve­
ment of thi s land and by energy and industry has 
succeeded in placing 45 acres of the same in a good 
state of cultivation. 

Politically, Mr. Curtiss is an independent, and has 
held the office of Treasurer of hi s school district. 
Socially, he is a member of the Masonic Order and an 
esteemed and respected citizen of his township. 

Mr. Curtiss was weddeu to the lady of his choice, 
Miss Mary Gannon, Feb. 20, 1876. She was bom 
May 3, [856, in County Wexford, Ireland, and is a 
daughter of James and Anna (White) Gannon . Her 
father is still living, in the Emerald Isle, following 
the vocation of coachman for a livelihood and has 
been engaged in that occupation in his native land 
for a number of years. His children comprised four 
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=; two girls two oi whom are deceased. Her 
boys an ' 
mother died in the y~ar 1865. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Curtiss are the parents of four chil-

II boys: George W., born Nov. 26, 1876 ; 
dren, a 

A born June 16 1878; Waldo J., born March 
John ., ' 

881 and Norman F., born Sept. [5, 1883. 
10, I , ~ 

~ 

• 
f 

Rutbruff, farmer on section 5, Rol­
land Township, is a son of David and 
Nancy (Trayer) Ruthruff, natives of Penn­

sylvania and Seneca Co., N. Y. Thl! father 
was a part of his life a farmer, and a portion a 
common laborer. He came to Branch County' 

this State, in 185 r and lived there until his death in 
1858. The mother died in the same county. Their 
family numbered nine, three of whom are not now 

living. 
The subject of this biographical notice was born 

in Seneca Co., N. Y., Dec. 24, 1828, and remained at 
home until 18 years of age. He worked by the 
month two years and then for three years was in the 
employment of Sam. Jones, near Lockport; after 
which he was for five summers engaged on the Erie 

Canal. 
His next step, Jan. 11,1852, was to forma life 

partnership with Miss Emily Comstock, who was 
born May 2, 1835, in Niagara Co., N. Y., and a 
daughter of Robert and Polly (McNeal) Comstock. 
Her father was born Aug. 4, 1794, in Massachusetts; 
and her mother, April 30, 1799, near Bennington, 
Vt. The former died in 1841, in Eril! Co., N. Y. 

After marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Ruthrnff Cilme to 
Branch Co., Mich., where they lived until 1868. 
They then lived one year in Lake County and a year 
in Millbrook, Mecosta County. For the ensuing two 
years he was interested in a saw-mil1, after which he 
traded for 160 acres of wild land on section 5, Rol­
land. He has now 74 acres improved, and good 
buildings. . 

To the family have been added seven childfS!n: 
WilJ1am H .. born July 30, 1853; Adelbert, Nov. IS, 
1857, and died March I, 1855; Charles M., June 
14, 1857; Edgar, June 15, 1861, and died Aug. 15, 
1867; George W., May 10, 1864; Jay B., May I, 

1868; and Nellie L., June 9, 1873. 
J'oliticany, Mr, R. is a Democrat, 

ichard S. Stanley, farmer, section 19, Fre­

.:;;"" It- · ,~ mont Township, is a son of Thomas and 
( I': Anna (Stowe) Stanley. They were both na-

t • 
(' ., . tives of England, where the fat her was horll 

in IHoo, and the lIIother in [80S. In 11\31, 
they emigrated to this country and landed at Phila­
delphia, where the father was engaged in wagon­
making and blacksmithing for 14 years . He then 
went to Lycoming Co., Pa., where he purchased two 
farms and a saw-mil1, and cultivated the fanns .and 
ran the mill until the date of his death, ill the spring 
of 1867. The mother died in 18R I, on the old home­
stead . 

Richard S. Stanley, the suhject of this biographical 
notice, was born July 20, 18,)2, in Philadelphia, Pa. 
He passed his youth on the old homestead, working 
on the farm and attending the common schools. 
When he attained the age of 23 years, he engaged 
as a common laborer on a farm in the neighborhood, 
for one year. He then went to Wil1iams Co., Ohio, 
in r8S7,tand worked his uncle's farm for about three 
years. 

At this period in the life of our suhject, the late 
civil war hroke out, and he enlisted in Co. H, 18th 
U. S. Inf. His company was assigned to the Army 
of the Cumberland, and was under command of Gen. 
Sherman . It did not participate in any general en­
gagement, bl1t was in many skirmishes, and was 
finally discharged near Covington, Ky., in April, IR75. 

After his discharge frolll the service, Mr. Stanley 
returned to Williams Co., Ohio. He re III ai ned there 
a short time, and then came to this county and lo­
cated on 40 acres of land he had purchased from a 
Mr. Merrill, of Detroit, and 011 80 acres which he 
homesteaded . He has since sold 40 acres and mad~ 
additional purchases, and is now the owner of 80 
acres, 70 of which is in a good state of cultivation . 

Mr. Stanley was first united in marriage, April 20, 
1859, with Miss Bethsua E. Wellman, born in Lorain 

(. 
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Co., Ohio, in 1839. She died in [868, leaving one f>f',€ 

'child to the care of her husband, Florence; and Mr. i,ffi 
Stanley was a second time married, the lady of his ('J! 
choice being Miss Hannah M. Smith, of Sandusky t" 
Co., Ohio, where she was born in I HS S. Shl! rl!-~ 
mained wife and mother until 18781 when she died1 } :"" 

~ ~ , J f:"'1!}!. · 
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leaving three children-Corll A., Flora E. and Nellie 
E.-to their father's care. His third marriage was to 
Miss Jennie McSweyn, Dec. 7,1881. She was born 
in Kenyon Town:;hip, Glengary Co., Canada, Aug. 
2X, 1 X43 , :tnd has borne to M r. Stanley one child, a 
son, James, lJorn Sept. 27, 1882. 

Mr. Stanley , politically, is a RepUblican. He has 
held the Jlosition of School Director of his district, 
and is a progressive farmer and respected citizen in 
his township. Mr. Stanley has been something of a 
traveler, havin g been in 13 States of this Union . 

lonzo W. Barnes, farmer on the sOllth­

~~~ west (luarter of the southwest quarter of 

Van Horn. The former is now living with our sub­
ject, aged 62 , and the latter died near Saginaw. 
Mrs. Barnes was born in Springfield Township, 
Wayne Co., Ohio, Aug. 5, Iil49· 

Mr. B. is politically independent. 
Moderator in his school district. 

·arriet A (Marvin) Hawkins, resident on 
. _.' section 26, Lincoln Township, was bQrn in ..... 

Morrow Co., Ohio, July 3, 1837. She is a 
daughter of Willi am and Sarah (Morrison) 
Marvin, natives of New York and New Jersey, 
respectively. The father was a tailor by trade, 

stction 7, Union, was horn in Winchester Co., and Illl)ved to Sparta, Morrow Co., Ohio, about the 
Vt, Sept. 3,1833, His parents di ed in Geneva year d~25, where he followed his trade. 
Town ship, six miles south of Geneva, Ontario Harriet remained at home until she attained 

Co. , N. Y., having moved to that State when Alonzo age of ten yea rs, when she was brought by her un. 
was eight years old. He was reared on his father's cle, Adam Hance, to this State, and in whose family 
farm, and was rG years old wh en he commenced at she remained until she attained her 18th year. She 
his trade of millwright, se rving an apprenticeship of then returned to her paren ts and lived with them 
three years. He then worked in a saw-mill at Bucy- until 22 years old. 
rus, Ohio, two years, when he went to Davenport, Dec. 20, r859, she was united in marriage with 
Iowa, and followed filing and sawing until the spring Abraham W. Hawkins, a native of the State of Ver-
of [857. Next he went overland to California, being mont, where, in Rutl and County, he was born July 
exactly six months in crossing the great West. 3, 1833. After their marriage they came to this State 

For one year he filed circular saws for a firm named and located on 80 acres of land in Lincoln Town-
Fuller Bros. He then purchased a half ir.terest in ship, this county. The land was heavily timbered, 
a saw-mill at Sly Creek, Eldorado Co., Cal., where and they were compelled to cut a road to it through 
he and his partner, H. P. Neeland, were in the win- th, ~ thick woods before settling. Their experiences 
tel' of r8G [- 2 "washed out," losing all their invest- were similar to those of many others ' of Michig:tn's 
ment by a flood . Going to Butte County, he was early pioneers. Obstacles and trials, deprivation 
there interested in a hotel and trading post until the and want encompassed them on every side, and yet 
summer of 181iS. He then returned home, on a they determinedly ba ttled against and overcame 
ship. via Cape Horn . them . The roads, at times, were absolutely impass-

During his stay in the Golden State:.he made able. On one occasion, her hrother was killed by a 
$25°,000 in keeping hotel and furnishing supplies to log in a "running jam," which struck him, and the 
miners. This snug fortune was soon lost in silver- roads to their farm were so bad that it was impossi-
mining speculations. ble to convey the corpse to their abode. Yet, amid 

After a three d ays' visi t hOllle he came to Saginaw all the hardships, their faith in the future develop-
and followed filing for Bliss Bros. for four years. ment of the county Was impregnable. ":r The next three years he was similarly engaged for Of the 80·acre farm on which they originally set· 

~
( A. W. Wright & Co . . April 3, 1882, he came to his tI ed , Mrs. H . has 50 acres under good improvements 
, present home of 45 acres, partially improved. and a good large barn. She is the mother of three 
(a> He was married June 24, 1867, to Henrietta Van children, one of whom is deceased. The two living 

j Horn, d ;,\ughter of J arne~ find Leonora (Hengerson) are George B., born Jan. 7, r &6 1, all(~ Willia!1l W'I 

~~1-~~)'~"s>- . ~ . Q '\~~UU :~)UU~)t(9 ~---





· /. 







ISABELLA COUNTY. 
-=======---------...:=-::~-:-=---

864 Fletcher, born Oct. 6, 1866, 
born Oct. '7, I . 

died Feb. 10, 1882. .' 

1 
.. usly Mrs Hawkll15 IS a member of the Re IgJO , . . . 
Methodist Church and holds a posItion of re-

Free . . f h -I' d esteem among the cItizens 0 l e towns up. 
speel an 

Rapids when there were but two log shanties there 
H.emaining over night at this point, the next day 
they rt:ached the house of a lumberman named 
Utley, in Newaygo County; thence to Ionia; thence, 
in company with two men from Ohio, they started for 
(~ratiot County, in search of land. Passing through 
the northern part of Clinton CO~1I1ty, they met a party 

J' of 17 men rt:turning from lsabella County, from 

H. Estee, farmer, section 18, Coe whom they learned that all the land in this county 

-~~~-

: Township, is a son of Silas and Mary was good; and as there were ahout 50 men already 
(Hodge) Estee, who were born in Salem, here making rapid selections. they had better hasten 

Washington Co., N. Y., married in that county, back to the land office at Ionia, make their entries, 
and in 1810 moved to Erie Coo, N. Y., where and then come and look up what they had entered: 

it would be safe. One of the party exhibited a plat 
tbey remained until 1828; th~y then moved to War- of Coe Township. The advice was taken, Mr. Estee 
ren Co., Pa., where he met hIS death by the fall of ~ 
tree, Nov. 17, 1842; she died April 4, 1878, at the 

selecting the northwest quarter of section 18. The 
. . l' haste was so great that, although it was one o'clock 

residence of her daughter, EmIly TIl otson, 111 Har-
in the afternoon and they had 16 miles to go, they 

mony, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., at the advanced age 
"1 I went on foot and reached the land office at half past 

of 91 years. In theIr faml y were t nee sons and four o'clock, so as to be at the office before it closed 
three daughters, who are still living, inheriting a high 

for the day. 
degree oflongevity. Their names are, Ansel, Alvira, 
Emily, John, Louisa and Perry H. Returning to Kent County and resting a day or 

The last named, the subject of this sketch, was two, Mr. Estee and his wmpanion came on foot to 

bo . W ter V lie E I'e Co N Y S t 8 Isabella County, and for 17 miles on the township m III a a y, r .,. ., ep. 9, I 24· 
His early education was obtained in the district lines they found not a hoese. The first night, there-
schools of Warren Co., Pa., and he subsequt:ntly fore, they camped, on the bank of the Salt River, 
attended the Hamburg Academy in Erie Co., N. Y. during a storm of rain. Next day they found and 
When he was If years of age his father died and ht: examined their lands, and returned to the camping-
started out in the world for himself. He was hrollght grollnd, for the night. At this time they had but one 

up in a lumber country, and for about three years he bisclIit for each left. 
was engaged in various occupations. He taught Shortly after Mr. E. returned to Erie Co., N. Y., 
three winter terms of school, in Erie Co., N. Y. He taught school the following winter, and in May, 1855, 
then bought 100 acres of land of the Holland Land in company with another man, he started for his 
Company, in Chautauqua Co., N. Y., where he fol- home in the forest. They came by boat to Detroit, \~-., 
lowed famling for about five years. when he sold the rail to Pontiac, and stage to Saginaw, where he met -" 
place, and, in the spring of 1854, went to Iowa in A. M . Clapp, the original owner of St. Louis. He 
search of land, going a-foot about 85 miles west of took a scow to what is now Midland, and a canoe to 
Dubuque. After a sojourn of about three weeks in what is now St. Louis, arriving -July 2, 1855. On 
that part of the country, he re-crossed the Mississippi the morning of the" 4th" they started on the trail for 
to Prairie du Chien, Wis., where he purchased a Isabella County, reaching Coe Township by a cir-
quart~r.section of Government land. He spent the cuitous route. This day Mr. Estee cut the first tree 
foll~WlOg summer at his home in Erie Co., N. Y., on the northwest Cluarter of section 18. His nearest 
whIther the family had removed from Chautauqua neighbor was a mile distant. 
Co~ , He at once put tip a bark shanty, J 2 feet square. ~~'< 

b In ~lhe fall of 1854 he started for Michigan, coming He t.hen chopped ten acres of his land, and built a ~" 
'1 ral to Kalamazoo and thel1ce 011 root to Ada I I h' h t d t' L' I I 

K 
I', og lOuse, w IC now s an s on sec Ion 13, 1I1CO n " 

ent Co· thenc r' . h . ~ ., e, on loot,1I1 company WIt a COUSin, Township. During the two and a half months he :)' 
to Muskegon County, reaching what is now Bi~ was engaged in the preceding work, he killed eigh ~ 

,-' l -(;'U 11 ,".Ii' , UU~.) -' C' ""' .. if"}).' ~. , '~.e" I f..~';'-" ,_/ . U .v,. . _ ) - .~ ><'7 - -""'. ;1"'1., ,,( ( -'l".[~;~/J 
I!J • '... ~!::£j 



----/~;i~;g~~-. ---,5--:;"'( ~U n &·0 n~;) \I U 

lSABRLL A COUNTY. 

deer, seven of them on section 18. When he com­
pl etl.!c\ hi s lOA house he return ed again to New York , 
for his falllily, and Clill e hy ra il to I' l.! nto ll villc, Mic h., 
thence by stage to Saginaw a nd thencl.! to Alma IJY a 
rudely constructed boat , run by the la te Gen . E ly. 
Their voyage hither was a tempestuous and danger­
ous one. The boat was upset and the famil y had a 
na rrow escape with their li ves. They were tw.o d ays 
in coming from Alma to their new home, with a n ox 
team. H e had previously cu t out one mil e of road 
south, and he afterwards cut out one mile eas t, on 
his farm. They reached the place Dec. 5, 1855 . 

Mr: Estee hel ped to erect the first frame lmildin g 
in the cou nty, namely, a saw·mill owned by John 
R eynolds on section 9. Since hi s arrival here he has 
dis posed of .<) 0 ac res of his land, and of the remall1-
ing 104 acres all but r r acres is in a fin e sta te of 
cultivation . 

Mr. E stee was a member of the Sta te Cons titu­
tional Convention of 18°7 , from the " Midl a nd D is­
trict," which then emhraced the original counties of 
Midland , I sabell a, Iosco and Alpena, with the terri­
tories a ttached . He was elected Judge of Probate 
in 186o, a nd held that offi ce four years; was the first 
Town ship Clerk of Coe , and has bee n St;pervisor of 
the township 13 years ; was the second Supervisor, 
for three years ; was Chairman of the first Board of 
Supen·isors, a nd was a member of the Board when 
thi s county was attached to Mid land for two years, a nd 
removed the county seat to M t. P leasant, driving the 
first stake at that place; has also been Justice of the 
Peace eight years ; Nota ry P uLlic for a time, and for six 
years he was P resident of the F a rmers' M utual Fire 
Ins llra nce Company of Gratiot a nd I sabella Co unties. 
In the olden time he belonged to what was known as 
the" Abolitionist" party , a nd has Leen a R epUblican 
since the orga nization of that party. He and hi s 
wife are both members of the Christian Church. 

He was married in Eden, Erie Co., N. Y., Ocl. 24, 
1848, to Miss Carrie E., d a ughter of Linus a nd 
E sther M. (Van Dusen) Dok, the form e r a native of 

~ Massachusetts a nd the la tter of New York. Mrs. E. 
1 was born in Eden, Sept. 13, r825. They are the 
.:-:! parents of five children, namely : Linus D ., Ma ry E ., 

' : ' i~ Free and Perry H ., Jr., living, and Hattie M., who 
?;, died Oct. 12, 18°3, nearly t l.! n years of age. 

.. ~) The portraits of M r. Estee allLI hi s estimabl e wife 
''7 are given on previolls pages. Those who have seen 

this bloomin g county develop from swam py forests 
int o a prosperous, well-inhabited region, through the 
la l)c)I's of such Il\ l.! n as 1'. II ! Estee, will eSl\.!el1l this 
work the 11I0re hi ghly for thl.! se permanen t reminders 
of their famili ar features . 

m. A. M. Hummel, farmer on section 12, 

. Broomfield , is a son of Gustav and Sophia 
~, r (Fick) Hummel , natives of Prussia. (See 

~ \ ' sketch of Theodore Hummel.) He was born 

Dec. I R, .1855 , in P russia, a nd came with his 

parents to Ameri ca in r869. He has lived with them 
continuously to th e presen t time, for three years in 
Oakland County and since 1872 in this county. 

I n 188o he was married to Louisa Newman, who 
was born April 30, 1858, in Prussia, and died Oct. 
28, 1883, leavin g two children,-Lena M., bern Aug. 
23, IX81, and Cha ri esT., Oct. 27, 1883. Mrs. H. 
was the daughter of Charl es a nd Louisa Newman, 
nati ves of Prussia, and now living in Ionia, this State. 

Mr. Hummel is politically a R epUblican. He has 
been Treasurer o)f his township two terms, and is now 
holding that office . H e has also been Moderator of 
his school distri ct. H e is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. 

--f--'~~'-;-

~!iW ewls Prie", b=", "c';oo '4, Fremoal 
~'v. . . Township, was a son of Dyer and Jul~ 
r.J c, ;W: (Todd) P ries t. The former was born 1D 

, . Maryland, in 18 17, and the mother in Ohio in 
• 182 U. The fa ther follows the occupation of a 
. fanner a nd is a t present residing in Hillsdale 

County, this Sta te. The mother died in Hillsdale, 
Hillsdale Co., n ee. 4, 1878. 

Lewis Priest, the s llbject of this notice, was born 
Aug. 30, 1839, in Lickin g Co., Ohio. At the age of 
2 J yea rs he enlisted in Co. H, First Mich. 
shooters, which was assi gned to the Ninth Corps 
the Army of the Potomac. He participated in the 
battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania 
H Ollse, Cold H arbor, Petersburg and othe,Is, and 
presen t at the surrender of Gen. Lee, April 9, I 

A fter passing through the war and receiving 
,..';':-;" 

If.·$l~·?)~'~'\t. '., . :. , ;-.~®-___ ~_--,r:;;;;,_ 5_~)':\~I<:j UU '1«DD~~!>cO. 
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d 'n the city of DetroIt, Apnllo, 1865. and III Ul1lon Township, on section IS, of which he ?".: 
charge ,I . d ," 

f 
his discharge from the service he retllme ' has platted 20 acres. It is situated in the sOllth- .{ . 

A ter . H'II d I C . f I d . 
h 

arental homestead 111 I S a e ollnty, eastern portIon 0 Mt. Peasant, an IS known as 
to t e P .' . • 

. S te remaining With hiS parents IIntll the fol- Hall s Aduition. He also owns his shop and a busi-
thIS ta , . ... J 

. ear when he was ul1lted 111 marriage Wit 1 ness lot on nroadway. lowJl1g y , . , • ~ , 
Miss Louisa Baker, the date of theIr weddlllg Ut!lng Mr. Hall was marri ed Dec. 26,1864, in Minerville. 

I. 1866. She waS a dallghter of Josiah ,!,and Montgomery Co., N. Y., to Jane A. JeITers; she was 
Feu. 2, , 

h I A. (English) Baker. The father was born born in Minerville, and is a daughter of William anu 
Rac e . L' k S A (J I ) 1820 in Maryland, and the mother 111 I C ' - usan. hlc lan an Jeffers. Mr. Jeffers was horn Aug. 10, , 

Co. Ohio, Aug. 27, 1827. The father followed in 1802 and died in 1882; his wife was born in 1809 
oc~upatioJl of a farmer, and is still engaged in and died in 186[. Mrs . Hall was born Sept. 
pursuit; and the mother died in Defiance Co., 5, 1846. Four children have been born to Mr. 

Dec. 27, 1863. Louisa, the daughter, was and Mrs. H all, as follows : Francina, Sept. 28, 
bom June 10, 1846, in Licking Co., Ohio. 1865; Jeffers c., May 8, 1873: Robert c., Sept. 3, 

The husband and wife were the parents of three 1879; Gracie M ., May 23,1881. 
children, namely: George A., Dire Allen and Attie O. 

Mr. Priest came to this county in 1874 and locat­
ed on 80 acres of land on section 14· He had faith 
in the future development of the country and devot­
ed his time and energy to the clearing and improving 

his land; and, as a proof that "honest effort brings 
reward," he now has 50 acres of his land in a good 
state of cultivation and comfortable necessary build-

ings. 
Politically, Mr. Priest is a Democrat, and socially 

he is an esteemed anu respected citizen of hi s 
township. 

illiam H. Saxton, liveryman and proprie-

v . tor of the stage route between Loomis and r and Gladwin, was born in Allegany Co. , N. 
" Y., July 22, 1839. He is a son of Silas and 
\ 

Amanua (Lee) Saxton, natives of Tompkins 
Co., N. Y. 'J'hey rellloved to the State of Penn­

sylvania, where the father died, April 9. r 880, and the 
mother in October, , 8X3. 

M r. Saxton WJS 12 years old when his parents ue­
came residents of the Keystone State. He remained 
at home, acquiring hi s education, until he was 16 

'

years of age, when he came to St. Clair Co., Mich. 
. lexander Hall, boot and shoe dealer at He spent the first summer in fishing at Thunder 

- Mt. Pleasant, was born Dec. 17, 1838, in Bay, and after that season he was engaged in lumber-
.:r~ Montgomery Co., N, Y., and is a son of Alex- ing until 1862. In the fall of th at year he entered 
• ander and Hannah (Smith) Hall. His father the military service of the United States. He enlist-

I was born in 1793, and died in 1864. His cd in the 22d Mich . Vol. Inf., and served until July, 
mother was born also in 1793, and died in 1865, when he was honorably discharged at Detroit. 

1868. The father was a manufacturer of boots and His command was attached to the Army of the 
shoes, and the son learned hi s trade under his super- West, and he participated in all the engagements in 
vision. He spent two seasons as a carpen ter and which hi s regiment was an actor. 

'\. 

\ 

~, - ., . 
= 

joiner, Ullt finally determin ed to purslle the avenue Jmm euiately lipan hi s discharge, he came to the 
ofbu~iness in which he has since engaged. county of Isauella and located at Mt. Pleasant, where J 

. Mr. Hall remained in his native State during the he emharked in the grocery busin ess. At the end of ,., 
hfeofhis father and mother, and in 1874 came to four years he sold out and passed the ensuing four o:. f:' 
~~ ~,I~ .' easant, where he opened a shOll for the prosecll- years in lumhering. In 1872 he commenced team- C;Jt 
t~n of hig business, ill which he has since heen COIl- ing, and in I X7 5 he cOlllnH:nced operation s in his " I ' 

tllIUOllslyengaged. II is trade is thriving, re'llIiring present line . He ohtained the mail contract between ' , 
assistants, and he carries a stock of goods esti- Mt. Pleasant and Clare, and ran a stage line in con- .. 

~~<"-'''''''----~ '?/"(~UU:?,UU~~-~~;r-:r.·,:~~ ';;~'{;(~U"}~~~' ... .::~f, -:~ 
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~!~ nection with it two years, whell he sold Ollt his stage and a dallghter of William and Jane Moore. She 
1tl~ interests, retaining hi s live ry business. In the SlIll1- came with her pan;nts to New York when youna 
Q.l) De 
,~tt mer of 1883 he removed hi s interes ts to Gladwin, and there followed the occupation of a seamstress 
T where he now resides and is engaged in carrying until her marriage . Mr. and Mrs. Converse have 

(~ the mail between Loomis and Gladwin. He is a a son, Lucius M., born March 26, 1869, and a 
Republican in political sen timent. In [876 he be- daughter, Lillian , born July 20, 1871. 
came proprietor of 40 acres of land in Union Town- Mr. C. is a Republican, and has held variolll 
ship, and has about 20 acres under cu ltivation. He school offices in his township. He is a member 
also owns property in the village of M t. Pleasant. Deacon of the Congregational Church, and his 

Mr. Saxton was married Jan. 17, 1867, in Chippewa and daughter are also members of the same Church. 
Township, Isabella Co., Mich., to Lepha F., daughter 

1 of John and Sylvia (Ferri s) F raser. She was born 
(~ July 9, [847, in J errerson Co., N. Y., and her parents 

(.~ Wf!re also natives of the Empire State. They are 
now residellts of 1\11. Pleasant. Nine children have 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Saxton, seven of whom 
survive. Their names are Juli a c., Nellie A., 
Emma M., Edwin F ., Sylvia, Carrie E. and Eva. 

, ) 

~ . ,. 
= = 
~; 

Two children died in infancy. 

ilton L. Converse, farm er on section 12, 

/ Vernon Township, \vas born in Jefferson 
'\ Co. , N. Y., April 23,1838, and is a son of 

Thomas D. and E lisheba (Kirkland) Con­
verse, natives of New York and Connecticut 
and of New England pa rentage. The parents 

ha.ve followed farming as an occu pation, and now re­
side with their son in Vernon Township, thi s county. 
They are aged respectively 78 an d 8 T years, and 
enjoy good health . They are faithful melllIJers of the 
Congregational Church, and hope for a future life. 

The subject of this sketch was reared Oil hi s fath­
er's farm, and for fot: r yea rs attended the Bellevill e 
Academy in his native county. At the age of 23 he 
took charge of the home farm, which he cultivated 
fiv e years. He then exchanged for village property 
in Pierpont Manor, same couuty, where he lived 
ahout two years. J n 11)7 I he eame to I sahella 
County, where his brother had previously located, 
and secured 80 ac res on section 12 , Vernon Town­
ship, where he has since made' his IlOnH'. H e has 
purchased 80 aces on section r, same town ship, and 
has 40 acres of his home farm improved, with suit­
able farm buildings. 

Hewas married in the city of Oswego, N. Y, June 
21, 1866, to Miss Jennie Moore, a native of Ireland, 

-;'?-11'~' )krr 'r 

.. ~I ' J/ amel'! H . McFall, farmer on section It 

. ,~. I'i· · Vernon, was IJom in Middlesex Co., Ont.: 
- lC '''' ' '~ d h' ~W:' " .. Aug. 26, 185 1), an came to t IS county 
:2 ~ with his parents when 19 years old, having re. 
-'1~ ceived his education in hi s native county. 

Oct. 26, 1879, in Vernon Township, he was 

ri ed to Miss Jane Baker, daughter of John and Julia 
A. ( :. (~ h arl') Bak er (see sketch of John 
She was born in Ontario, May 31, 1863, and 
to this county with her parents when only a 
She received a good common-school education in 
county. Mr. and Mrs. McF. have one child, 
J., born Jan. 18,1883' 

They ;:c"led after marri age on an 80-acre farm 
section T" Vernon, gi ven M r. McFall by his 
Politi :a l I , he is a S ll pporter of the Republican party. 

-<+~~+-
~tfl~ ... tet.;-;;l 

; :1~ll" enjamin F. Kyes, dealer 111 

~II I it merchandise, sewing-machines, etc., 
~1 t&50'~,·r ;'vi t. Pl easant, was born Feb. 5, 1854. 

1i'~9~ Sheridan Township, Calhoun Co., Mich., and 
• is the son of Ransom and Harriet (Living-
. ston) Kyes. 1n 1855 his parents came 

Isabella County, Mi ch. , and settled in Coe 
The father hought 200 acres of unilllProved land 
section 6, and the fami ly were among the 
set tl ers of the town ship. They resided on the 
until 1866, when they removed to the village of 
Pleasant, the father 'havin g been elected Sheriff 
Isabella County; and they contir,ued their 'CS1'LU~""'" 

there until T87:.!, when they returned to the estate 
Coe Township. 

Mr. Kyes devuted his youthful years to the 



,., ,,,('_.:"\. [~~~, < . t1 U' ,t1 U' ))",,":"'-~' ---:;-'t[.,,,,\,,~--- .-<. r.,: . ~~ .l. ',,""1 ' 0) \"'\~:. ~~.:: 
. ,·.- -·.! J"r. .. -. ----~&JJ~,---'\-b..,..-":: ... '(" :~~ .. <;>""~ ~ : "V '.J ,<J!I \!!I.!- " . , '" -" -' ~ . ~ .. ~ 

ISABELLA COUN TY. _ _ __ ___ ._ . . .... _:.~: i:.i 
'1 d h ' If f tl e H e th e refore s pe nt a n entire summer in journeyin g .. , 

• • f a goo e lIca ) .. 1. f I I 'd ' , 
= d d t 'lon and aval e Imse 0 1 ~;; 
litton 0 ffi d d by the schools of Mt. lleasa nt over the pralTles ; uut a te r a t 10roUg 1 consl e ratlon c ) 

advant~ges ah 0; er. lily resided there. After that of the c irc umstances , he d etermin ed to make hi s i( .. 
'1 hIS fat er s <til . ' , fl ' I ' t ' M' I . R t . t "'I' .,hl e I t two terllls of school, and III 1875 uture lOme In li S na Ive IC li gan . e lITIllll g 0 ~ 

event he taug ~ f nnin g on 80 acres o f land on sec- hi s fa th e r's, he re ill a ined until thl! ;; th d ay of Nove 111- v 

he comme~ce T a nship and rern ain etl in tha t occ u- he r, 187 I. In th is yea r he came to Isa bella Co unty 
don S,ofC~lc lowf II ~f 1883 when he fO Tl~ed a with th e ex pec ta tion of buying Ind ian lands, th e 

' unU t le a , . I (' I ' I ' '. t 
patron . 'th 0 W. Stebbin s and estabh slled th e vove rnm ent lav lll g a S IO rt tlln e pre vlolls gi ven 0 

pa~nersh.lpwll·chheisnow engaged atMt.Pl casa nt . the abo ri gines th e ti tk of th eir rese rva tion , in 

buslIles
s
b:.: llretired in April, 1884. H is stock severalt y. But in thi s plan he was di sappointed. 

Mr. S~e 10 J'udicious selection of small musical H e was a stra nge r, th e I nd ian s we re suspicions, a nd 
compnses a . I CI ' he found it d ifficult to d ea l with th em. t and organs includlllg t l e lIcago 
instrume~ s and that ~lanufactured by Kim avall L earnin g th a t th e sche;o l sectio n (16) in wh a t is 
Cottage rgan I WI ' D ' d now Nottawa was g:ood !and , he took a surveyor f G d Ra pids' also t le lite, a VI s a n _ 
& Co., 0 ran . ' from Mt. Pleasant by t he nam e of Coburn , found and 
Doillestic Sewing-maclnnes.. k h d 

S I examin ed th e la nd . Aft e r a wee e re turn e to M Kyes was married June 27,1 875, a t , t. .00Il S, 

r. h f ( ' d L a nsin g and IJllrchased 400 ac res on th e section M'lch., to Carrie A. Atkin, d aug ter 0 veorge an 

J I 8 t mentioned. FOllr years late r, or on the 21st day of Sophia Atkin. She was bo rn u y 2 r, r 54, a 
Octobe r, 1875, he returned to hi s purchase by way Sackett's Harbor, N . Y. 1. 

o f Farwell, bein g piloted throu gh the wood s uy a 

. Alonzo T. Frisbee, resitling at Oak 
Grove,' Livingston Co., Mich., State Senato r 

from the 20th District, a nd owner of one of the 
largest farms in Isabell a County, was horn in 
Howell, Livingston Co., Mich ., Oc t. 12, 18 40, 
and is the son of Ezra a nd Lucinda (Tho 111 p_ 

son) Frisbee, natives respectively of Mo ntgomery and 
Herkimer Counties, N. Y. The parents are now 
residing in Livingston County , with M r. F rbbee. 

He received a good education throu gh the fac ili. 
ties afforded hy Michigan's admirable school sys tem, 
and completed his educatio n a t th e Howell High 
School with the highest honors of the institlltion. 
On arriving a t the age of 2 I, his fath er told him he 
could work by the month on the farm, or pack hi s 
clothes and go out to make his own way in th e worltl. 
He accepted a proposition made by his father and 
remained on the homestead until 28 years old. O n 
settling up then with his fa ther, he fOllnd there 
was coming to him th e snu g littl e slim of $2,000. It 
was during war time, with wages high . 

Having heard much of the prairies of Iowa a nd 
Minnesota, he planned a visit to them in r870, with 
a view to settle in one or the other of those States . 

land-looker named F ryc. H e learn ed from this 

0-ae ntlenl a n th a t a man namcd Dibble had moved in- = . 
to the neighl)o rhood and was open in g up a fa rm = 
about two mile s cast of hi s land. c:~: 

;r-.::I 
Fixing the points of the compass well in hi s mind, 7-

he s tarted for Mr. Dibbk's. Finding th e place, !le ~:> 

told Mr. D . he had colll e to look over his la nd, with 
. h - ~) a view to illl proving it, a nd wished to s tay over I1Ig t. ,/ 

H e made Mr. Dibble 's hi s home until he had bnil t 
some log shanties, roofed th em with basswood troughs 
and covered them with moss. This was his primitive 

home. A few weeks la ter he bnilt a s tore, a fter the 
patte rn o f his house with the exce ption of a shingled 
roof, knowin g th at the tro ughs mi ght be eas ily remov­
ed and thi eves IJTcak in a nd st eal. 

As soo n as poss ihle he Ii lIed hi s sto re with good s, 
whi ch he sold to th e India ns a nd th e few whi te se ttlers. 
in three years he had added to his original pu rchase 
440 acres of la nd and cleared, by the hel p of the 
Indians, 160 acres. His firs t wheat c rop yi elded 23 
hushels per acre; and was put in without plowing,­
simply sowed on the ground and dragged over three 
times . In the fall of 1878 hi s fath er d esired him to ~ 

retnrn to the old hOlll es tead; thcrefore, on the lir~t ~ .. 
d ay of April, riI7'), he returned liome t? care for hi S ~ 
parent s in their declinin g yea rs. RcalrzlIlg th a t h e 
o wed to them a d eht of gra titude he could never 
more th an pa rti ally relMY, he rented his fa rm and ~ 
left for his old hOllie, where he yet resides . ~ __ 

......~ ,~' r.'V'Jr;) J\}!~f.~~~ t1 r1 .-?, nt1 (~! G' -.c'" " • " " ": ~ " 'JJ~v!'.y '\~~A~ UU, .- U. =/ _ J ~~~ . 
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~W a~le gentleman, of polished manners, and makes much as $100 worth of stock per month. Before he 

""r"' fnends of all whom he meets. He was for three had driven th e first nail he had orders for 40 pairs of 
years Supervisor oi Nottawa Township, and has also boots, and his reputation as a workman was such 

( been for several terms Supervisor of Cohoctah Town- that he freq aently had orders from a distance of 40 
ship, Livingston County, where he resides. He was to 60 miles. 
elected Township Clerk of his native township when Over· devotion to his business, together with night 
only 2 I years of age; and this was followl:d by his work, impaired his hea Ith to such a degree that in 
being elected to the office of Supervisor the nl:xt 1875 he was ohliged to withdraw from further pur. 
sl:vl:ral years in SucCl:ssion. Of the sixteen tillll:s suit of that tradl:. II is father dying a year later, he 
his name has been l)l:fon: the pl:opk for thl:ir sul'- assumed control of the hOIl1l: farm, which he has 

I "B frage, he has l)cen successful thirteen till1l:s, since cultivateu. Hc has now one of the best farms 
'P although many times his party was in the minority. in Vernon Township. Politically, he is a RepUblican. 
" Mr. Frisbee is one of the pioneer Greenbackers of 

his State. He believes that law makes money, and 
not the material of whicb it is made. He holds that 
gold and sil ver is too expensi ve and cumbersome for 
money; that money is not value itself but a repre­
sentative of value; that the greenback was a repre­
sentation of the best blood in our co untry spilled in 
its struggle to continue its existence, together with 

.\~'. the best resources of the people, and was a token to 
~ the people that they had dOHe something for their '* Government, and was rede emable by each other and 
~ the last su!Jject that held it-held the token of its 
' .• . worth in labor and material, to be redeemed in turn 

8~ ", 

by his neighbor. 
With all of Mr. Frisbee's successes in life, he has 

had his misfortunes, principal among which was that 
caused by the tornado tha t swept over his farlll in 
Nottawa on the 19th day of SeptemiJer, 1878, which 
laid his farm in waste, destroyed his store by blowing 
it away in fragments, goods and all, and leaving no­
thing but ruin and desolation behind. 

(>---~---~ 

::110 f rvine M. Armstrong, farml:r on section 6, 
1i,1'::-111f 

:~"'i" l ll . • " Vernon Township, was born Nov. 30, Ii'49, in 
~. W PeeIYo. , Ont., and is the fourth of a f:llllily 
: (?" of I 2 chIldren. At the age of 15, he left hIS na-

i
c tive county and went to Erin, Wellington Coun­

,_ ty, to learn the trade of shoemaking, under the 
:r~ instruction of a man named ArchiiJald Thompson, 

~ 

illiam P. Towns, farmer and proprietor of 
of a boarding-house at Blanchard, is a son 

'I . of Thomas and Anna (Parson) Towns. 
" r' The mother was born in Hartford, 07'ford 

Co., Me., March 12, 1795, and died in 1883, 

the ad vanced age of 88. The father was 

born in I7 83 and died about 1849· He was a farmer, 
ca rpenter and shoemaker, and never moved from his 
native State. 

The subject of this record was born Jan. 29,1828, 

in Hartford, Oxford Co., Me., and at the early age of 
10 was hound out to a farmer named Samuel Pills­
bllry. He remained with him ten years, "receiving 
very unkind treatment. He had no schooling, and 
all his needs were negl ected. After leaving Mr. 
Pillsbury, he worked in the lumber woods and then 
011 the river. He was variously occupied until 1876. 
r n the fall of that year he came to Grand Rapids, 
alld in D ecember following he came to Isabella 
County. Thethree years ensuing he was foreman ill 
the business of lumbering, in the employ of P. G. 
llIanchard, of (;ra nd Rapids, He is the oldest set­
tl er of the village of Blanchard, having come before 
the first tree was cut towards starting a village. 

Mr. Towils was married April 17,1856, at the age 
of 28, to Octavia L. Doughty, daughter of Elias and 
Louisa (Pool) Doughty. She was born in 1838, in 
the State of Maine, and died Sept. 3, 1866, having 
been the mother of two children: Carrie E., born 
July S, [860, and Philip S., born April 9, 1864. Mr. 
Towns was subsequently married to Carrie M 

~ P Servi ng his three years, he returned home, and in 
, the winter of 1869 came to Farwell, Clare County, 

((0\) his parents meanwhile locati ng in lsabella County. 
')- He started the first shoe-shop in Farwell, and had an 
~;-, .. ~ 
(ti~~',:"A (~~) "'c~*""'"~-----~~,~ul1 ··;:, ,nu(~-~---~~r~r,~,-<;' ,c. 'w -~. I!_v •. ~ -~-
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--- I was born Feb. [7,1 842, 111 Kenn euec 
Flanders, w 10 • I . 

I da ughter of Samuel and Cyllt 11<1 

Co M~t~ • M ' 
., ) FI ders natives of the State of alil e . 

(McClure an " ' . 
d was ~ fanner a ll d worked In the womb 

M Flan ers u " . . 
r. . t seasons. In the late CIVil war he en-

in the Will er . 
• . th First Maine H eavy Artillery, and h I:! 

hsted III e. . D C M ' • . the serVIce at Was hlllgton, . . ;, rs. 
dledlD . ii . 

d died April '4, [870, In the Statl:! of jYlallle . 
Flan ers _ :' 

d l\frs Towns h ave one son, I' rank Ii, horn 
Mr. an . . 
May 12, [870, in Mal\1e. . , 

1· ' Ily Mr T is an earnest and 1II0uc iltl ai Po Itlca, . . 
Republican. 

/,~~:.> awrence J . Petz, M . n., physician and sur-
• geon, at Mt. Pleasant, was horn May 12, 
; 1854, in iklVaria. He is a son of Martin 
. . and Teresa (Gess) Petz. His father was a 

thither in July, 1882. J anua ry 17 , T882, the U. S· 
National Institute of E clectic Med icine at SI. Louis, 
Mo. , conferrl:!d a diploma upon Dr. Petz, and March 
2, 1882 , he received a similar d is tinct ion from the 
Coll ege of L udovi cie use in the salli e city. May 19, 
T 8Ro, the New York Ph armaceuti cal Association con­
ferred upon him the hOllo rs of tha t organi zation. 

Dr. l'etz carne to Mt. P leasant ill th l:! summer of 
1883, and has s ucceeded in I:!stabli shi ng a pros per­
ous business, which is grad II all y ex tend ing. He was 
marri ed July 24, 188 1' , a t East Sy racuse, N. Y., to 
Josephin e G . Sha nc\orf. Mrs. Petz was born May 
15,1 858, at Manlius Station, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 
Jose phin e M., elc\ l:! r child of Dr. and Mrs. Petz, was 
born May R, 11382 , at U ti ca N. V. Eleanora T. was 
born at Manlius Station Oct. 7, 1883. 

brewer by profession and died in the "Fader- saac N . Shepherd, farmer a nd lumberman, 
land" Aug. 26, r 876 . The mother is still liv- Salt River, is a son of Robert and Ann .S'. 

ing, ill her native country . (Leach) She pherd, natives of En gland, who ~ 
Dr. Petz was early placed at school, in accordance emigrated to thi s country about 1834, settlin g '* 

with the custom of the class to which he belonged, first in New En gland, and in Coe Township ~ 
and when he was nine years old began the study of in January, 1856, where they remained until ~ 
Latin, to which he devoted fiv e years. At I4 he ue- their death . Their childre n numbered eight, five of 
gan a course of metaphysical study, which occu- whom grew to be ad ults. 
pied two years, and he then en tered upon hi s The Clfth son, the suhject of thi s sketch, was born 
preparatory course of readin g for hi s ; 'rofessio ll . H e in Verrllollt, Dec. ,) I 1840 ; when 13 years old he 
studied medicine five years at Munich , Bavaria, and callI e with hi s parents to Hill sdale Co., Mi ch., and a 
was graduated Au g. 26, 187 4. He practiced in year and a hal f afterward, tha t is, in Janua ry, 1856, they 
Newberg and Straubing two yea rs, and went to ROlll e, calli e to Isabell a County, wh ere has since resided . 
Italy, where he entered the Giovanni Maria Alfi eri He remained at home till 22 yea rs of age, contribut-
Hospital as physician and surgeon. After a stay ing to the support of hi s parents. About 1861, he 
there of 14 months he wen t to the Holy Land to bought 80 acres of land in Coe Township. Since 
study the symptoms of the febril e diseases incident to the n he has IJO ught and sold many tracts of land, 
that location, and spent four months in that branch and a t the present time he owns ahout 2,000 acres of 
of medicine, and in the observation of small-pox. Ialld , hav ill g about 250 ac rl:!s under c ulti vation . In 
He went thence to France and practiced in the city of the summer of 1873 he built the residence which he 
Paris until January, 1878. Du ring the period he was now occupies: it is one of th l:! li nest in the county. 
in France the Francf)-Prussian wa r was in progress , He also owns and o perates a IUl11uer, lath and shin-
1871-3. He then came to the United States and spent gle mill in Chippewa T ownship, which has a daily 
a year in the Philadelphia U ni versity and H ospital, capacity of 30,000 fel:! t of lumber, 40,000 shingles and 
and received the credentials of that institution Feb. 20,000 lath . H e is also interested in the Lansing, ~\;~J; 
II, 1879, He then entered the hospital 0f the Cen- Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern Railroad, being a ~ 
tral New York Eclectic Medical Society a nd received director in the compan y and a memuer of the exec- ' 1' 
a diploma May I7, 188 2. H e spent ~Ipward s of a utive committee. , 
year at Utica, N. Y., as a medical practitioner, going Mr. Shepherd is a member of the Masonic Order, ~ 
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of the Baptist Church and of the Prohibition _ party. 
He was married in Jackson C~., Mich., Jan. 3, 

1864, to Catherine, daughter of John and Rachel 
(Sloat) Neely, who were natives of Ne:w York. Mrs. 
S., who is also a sister of Mrs. James Campbell, 
was horn in Jackson County, Mich., July 8, 1838, 
and she has become the mother of five children, 
namely: John L., Jennie L., Franklin S. (who died 
June 4,1883, aged 14), Annie R. and William I. N. 

:t'.,;-,.~!; -\ff..lJ' . ~ 

~i '1j ndrew M. McKay, fanne:r 011 sectioll I, 

-2' Vernon, was born in C~unty De:rry,. In~land, 
~~ March 17, 1843, and IS a son of John and 
:5i~ Sarah (Dowling) McKay. His father was in 

ilG Ireland:i raiser and manufacturer of flax, etc., 
and in 1846 he came to Canada. There he 

purchased a large farm, on which he resided until 
his death, Feh. 26, 1884, at the extreme age of 95. 
He was one of the earliest settlers of Simcoe Co., 
Can. His wife is yet living, at the age of 93 . Of 
their nine: children seven grew to he adults. Andrew 
M. was next to the youngest of the family. 

He was but three years old when the: family came 
across the ocean, they be:ing abuut six months on 
the water. He was edllcate:d in the common schools 
of Simcoe Co., Can., until 16 years old, when he served 
a three-years apprenticeship to a carpenter named 
William Lenox. Low prices being paid carpenters 
at that time, he returned to the farm for four years, 
during which time he was married. He then worked 
in saw-mills, most of the time as head ;;awyer. In 
the slimmer of J 87 9, he came to this State, and 
stopped at Clare until he could build a house on 80 
acres he purchased on section I, Vernon. He has 
now improved 45 acres. Some of his farm buildings 
were built by his unaided hands. 

Sept. 7, 1863, was the date of his marriage to 
Miss Margaret McKee, daughter of James and Mary 
J. Murdock. They were natives of Ireland, where 

~ the daughter also was born July 27, 1842. The 
J; family came: in Jil48 to Ontario, where the parents 

"..~~! are yet living, on a farm, ageulrespectively 70 and 65. 
~~ Mr. and Mrs . McKay are the parents of five chil-

~
Jl(.~ _ dren,-Mary J., born June 17, 1864; James A., Feb. 
?~ 19,1866; William 0., April 18, 1867; Margaret E., 

March 25, 1869; and Edmund J., Aug. 18, [870. 

r~'~~IA (.;\.v':'.';;.~ 5'\ ", __ ____ :.:"~ 
t~~j , ;"",- ' I, .' 

Mr. McKay is a member of Farwell LOdge, No. 
355, F . & A. M., and is politically a Republican. 
He anu wife are members of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

aniei Doxsie, farmer on section 22, Rol­
- . ~1~ land, is a son of Samuel and Phebe 

,W~ ';) (Young,) Doxsie. The father was born 
-~,.) ... in the State of Ne:w York, July 6, 1815, and 
1:" lI.as f<.Jllowe<l f;.lTIni~g 'all .his life. He was mar. 
S ne:u III Olltano, Can., In dl:n. Coming 

Michigan, he has lived for 30 years in Eaton County 
where he reared three of his children. His wife w'; 
barn in New Jersey. June 21, 1818, and died ill 
March, 188 I. They had in all eleven children, three 
of whom are dead. The oldest son died at Detroit. 
of wOI,nds received in the army. 

The subject of this sketch was born at 
Ont., May 2, 1842, and lived at home until 
two days of his majority. He then left home, 
ing his father $5 for the two days' time, and 
for two years at laying a stone wall in Calhoun 
Mich. ])llrillg the war he served in the 
master's Departmellt at Nashville, Tenn. 
not an enlisted soldier, but was paid by the 
ment. Returning to Michigan, he lived eight 
in Eaton County and then, in 1865, came to ~:i.LUC:II., 

and located on 160 acres of wild land ' on section 
Rolland. He has now 80 acres, including 40 
well improved. 

He was married Sept. 3, 1868, to Angeline 
·son, who was born May 24. 1850, in 
Co., Ohio, the daughter of William M. and Mary 
(Richardson) Peterson, natives of New Jersey 
Ohio. M r. Peterson was a carpenter and 
until he came to Michigan, since when he has 
lowed farming and lumbering. He now resides 
Deerfield Township. Mr. and ·Mrs. Doxsie have 
children of their own,-Ella M., born June 21, 

and Lillie E., born May 29, 187 J; and an 
son, Pete:r S., uorn Oct. 27, 1878. 

MI'. ]). has been Township Clerk two years, 
ship 'J're:asurer one year, Supervisor four years, 
cessively, then School Superintendent two terms 
Supervisor two years more, being the present 
bent. He has also been a Justice of the Peace 
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d a Notary' Public SIX years. He was com- he bought 80 acres in Coe Township, which he after- If' 
Years, an , . M ' I 0 "I,:' . ' d:t Notary hy (,ov. Bagley In . ,H C 1, '075, wards sold, and he purchased another tract of e<lllal ,. , 
mlS!;\One ' . II . I . . ('I ' I r I' I f I If I ' I I t . . • 

(

0 v Jerome 111 Jllly, J1~XI. e IS a Illem ler size In . 1I1'pewa. e (Isl'ose( 0 1a t liS all(, 
ud hy 10 • 

a U lllJli c;ln IXlrty. He has belonged to (,;\n- and at the time of his death 20 acres were in clilti-
f the "el' 

o Lodge, No. 33, Grand Ledge Loge, No. '79, and vation . He remained up to the close of his life faith-
Wabon Lodge, No. 305, F. & A. M. ful and enthusiastic in his ministry, and nothing 

iIii~ifi'· ev. Robert P. Sheldon was one of the 
most prominent pioneers of Isabella County, 
and one of the few that will be longest re­

membered by those whose interest is warm in 
early days. He was born in Canada Aug. 27, 
1806, and his parents were also natives of the 

Dominion. At an early period in his life, however, 
the family removed to the State of New York. The 
father being in limited circumstances, was not able to 
afford Robert a liberal education, and the latter 
ntheliea up the crumbs of learning as well as he 
could, in the face of obstacles smiliar to those that 
have risen up in the path of many noble, self-made 
men. He had no trade, and he worked by the mon th 
as a farm laborer most of the years of his youth, at a 
time of life when similarly gifted young men of this 
generation are preparing for life in the high school 
or collt:ge. 

ordinary would prevent his promptly filling his 
numerous appointments, to do which required fre­
quent long journeys on foot, ove r logs and tree-tops 
and swamps. His health gradually failed, but he 
made no pallse in his work until about six months 
previous to his death. His departure to hi s final and 
enduring rest occurred at two o'clock in the morning 
of Oct. 17, 1882. 

By his first marriage he had five child ren, of whom 
three survive. Their names are Ansel L., Huldah 
M. and George N. His wife dying Aug. 20, 1854, 
he was again married March 20, 1855, in Wheat­
land, Hill sdale Co., Mich., to Mrs. Susanna Mc­
Dowel, daughter of John and Susanna Kinzie, who 
we re natives of Switzerland. She was born at Berne, 
in that rocky republic, and was first married to John 
McDowel, in Seneca Co., Ohio, by whom she bore 
two children. Of these, Otto survives. Mr. Mc­
Dowel died in Canada, at the hands of an assassin. 
To Mr. Sheldon's second marriage there were given 
seven children, of whom the five survivors are named 
Charles 0 .. Eugene 1'., Jesse F., Franklin B. and 
Alice R. Two died in infancy . 

In Mr. Sheldon's portrait, which appears on a pre­
vious page, our readers will recognize one of nature's 
noblemen, a man who was as universally beloved and 
respected as any pioneer of this county, and one 
whose true worth cannot be too highly lauded, or 
whose m,~mory cannot be too carefully cherished by 
the future generations. 

- . ~-~'.'--=-'- =-­
~~~~ 

At the age of 18 he was marrit:d to Miss Amy 
Marsh, a native of the Empire State. She possessed 
an intelligent, well-trained mind, and was of great 
assistance to her husband ill improving his scholar­
ship. Becoming imbued with the idea that he was 
divinely called to preach the Gospel, he bought 
books as fast as he could afford them, and improved 
his leisure hours in study. Aft er some years he was 
licensed as an exhorter in Ohio, and several years 
later he was ordained as a minister. Beginning at 
Bucyrus, in the Buckeye State, he lavored in the 
cause of Christianity for a number of years on both 
sides of the Ohio River. In the fall of 1860 he '-ames Armstrong, farmer on section 6, Ver-
turned his course northward, and selected Isabell a '. non Township, was born in Peel Co., Ont., 
County as his home. Here he devoted the remain- Aug. 13, 1844, and is a son of John and 

'j , 

r ' 
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derof his life to hi s chose n calling. H e was the Mary Ann (Baker) Ar:r.strong, natives of Ire-
~, 

father of Methodism in this section, and by unani- land and Canada. «' 
mous desire his name, together with that of the first The parents were married in Pt:el Co., Ont., ~rJ p ,1[, 

residing Elder of this Conference, is placed in the a nd came to Michigan in March, 1869, locating in "'1' 
m . Cv) emonal window of the handsome Methodist Epis- Vernon T ownship, this county, among its first set- ~ 

church at Mt. Pleasant. On his fir st a rrival tiers . The father was for many years a s('hool-teach- , r- . . -
C ~.<: ,"" >';:. , nll~ ).!:...C __ ::-~~.,~:"'i:i, J.7'" •... :,' .• ,: ,. ~Y'j:; .. ; ' .... (· ~r,t'd·' , . " .'-'u ... . _. , ' I 1\ / / , . , _ / ·. 7~~~ .. ; 
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er in Ontario, and taught one district school T 4 terms 
, in succession. He died in Vernon, Nov. 12, 1875, 
; <t aged 66; the mother lives with her son, Irvine, and 

is now in her 62d year. Their family numbered 12, 

of whom 11 are alive, and all residents of this State. 
James is the eldest. 

He lived at home until 16 years old, alternately at­
tending school and working on the farm. At that 
age he commenced to work out, and he was in the 
employ of various neighbors until 24 years old . In 
May, 1868, he came to Michigan and secured 95 acres 
on section 6, Vernon. He at once set about making 
a home, clearing his farm and raising grain, which 
product was in steady demand among lumbermen 
and railroad contractors. He has now 39 ac res im­
proved, out of the 50 ac res which he retains . 
Losing his health in a measure, from 1ll;J.1arious 
influences, he followed the carpenter's trade from 
1871 to 1874, in which latter year he resumed farm 
work. 

He was married at Stanton, this state, Nov. 2 I, 

1876, to Miss Louise J. Hinds, daughter of Ansel C. 
and Emily J. (Pepper) Hinds, natives of Pennsylva­
nia, and of English descent. Mr. Hinds was by oc­
cupation a farmer, and while chopping a tree in 
Montcalm County, this State, a dead tree near by fell 
upon his head, producing instant death. Mrs . Hinds 
now lives at Stanton. Mrs. Armstrong was born in 
Bradford Co., Pa., Oct. 10, 1858, and came with her 
parents to Montcalm Co., when fiv e yearsold. She was 
educated at the public schools of Stanton, and lived 
in that county until her marriage. Three children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. A., two of whom are 
livi'ng. These are Clarence R" horn July 9, 1879; 
and Emily F., born Aug. 30, 1X81. Maud was iJorn 
Jan. I, 187l-l, and died the same day. 

Mrs. A. is a member of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
Armstrong is politically 'a Republican, and has for 
three years been Justice of the Peace. 

illiam R. Robbins, merchant, Salt River, 
is a son of Marcus and t\my (Robinson) 

) ~-h" Robbins, the former a native of Wethers­
, ~ ) 

field, Conn., and the la tter of Rhode Island. 
They first settled in Washington Co., N. Y., 

where he (Marcus) followed the occupation of 
joiner, and resided until his death . After the latter 

event Mrs. R . went to live with her daughter in the 
same county, where she remained until her death. 
In this family were ten children, nine daughters and 
one son. 

William R., the only son, and subject of this 
biographical notice, was born in Washington Co., N. 
Y., Aug. 24, 1806, and remained at home until of 
age, obtaining a common-school education. Then 
for one year, he carried on his father's farm, o~ 
shares. Next he learned the carpenter and joiner's 
trade, which he prosecuted nearly 40 years. Hia 
last job in that line was the erection of the Baptist 
chnrch at Salt River, striking the first and the last 
blow in the building of tha t edifice. From Washing_ 
ton Co., N. Y., he mov ed to Milwaukee Co., Wis., 
where he worked at hi s trade one summer. In the 
fall of 1855 he came to this county and settled 011 

320 acres of wild land, on section 21, Coe Township, 
which he had purchased the preceding spring. 
After residing there five years, he sold the place and 
bought another 320 acres, on sec tions 16 and i7 III 
187-1, he sold this and bought six acres on section 16, 
where he built a frame house, which he still 0"'111. 

He also owns the building which he occupies, 
carries on a flourishing business in general merchan­
dise. 

Mr. Robbins has held the office of Supervisor of 
Coe Township for three terms, Towmhip Clerk three 
years, Justice of the Peace two terms, and Constable 
for a short time. He was appointed Notary Public 
soon after his settlement in this county, which office 
he now holds. He was appointed Postmaster 
under President Buchan an's administration in 
spring of 1 856-the first Postmaster in this county­
and held the office for r 4 years, when he resigned. 
Frolll the foregoing date one may observe that Mn 
R. is a very early pioneer of Isabella County; and 
a citizen he has been very prominent. During 
panic and famine of 1857, he was appointed agent 
the county to solicit aid for the people, and bonds 
the county to the amount of $1,500 were placed ia 
hi s hands for disposal. Only one bond, of ts~ 
however, could be negotiated, but the proceeds 
vented the people from starving until their 
could be harvested. While attending to the 
business, Mr. R. bore his own expenses. In 
matters he is a promin ent member of the 
Church, and in political affairs he is a Republican. 

Mr. Robbins was first married in Granville, W 



6 \;(~uu»;un;)~\I'~'G"'" -~--~~® 
ISARELLA COUNTY 

-=========~~--.---r-' :;-'='.--=-========== = C N Y Aug. 28 1857, to Miss Catherine, Macomb County. Three children have been born 
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hter of James and Cathenne (Wiley) Grant, to Mr. a nd Mrs . Hummel, - Eddie, Sept. 20, 1878; 
daug of German and Iri sh ancestry. Mrs. R. WiUiam , July 28 , 188o; and Mary, June 2,1882. 
wbo were . 

bo 
in Granvll1e N. Y., Oct. 12, 1808, and Mr. H. is a R epublican and h as been Assessor of 

~ m ' . . 
died June 22, 1 847 . The children by thiS his school district several terms. He a nd wife are 

. e were Cordelia c., J ames W., Mary E., members of the Lutheran C hurch. 
marrtag ~ . 
'd Amy and Wil1iam R. James W.~ died 5. ney, . , 

ill Dover, Del., Jun e 27, 1876. The ~em~lIlder of 

h 
children are married and settled In life. Mr. 

te "d ' RIC Robbins was agalI1 marne ,~n ens.se a er Ollnty. 
N. Y., Nov. 10, 1847, to MISS L~dla, d a ughter of 
Francis and Sally (Eggleston) Robinson, na tives re­

spectively of Rhod~ IsI~nd : nd Nc:w York . Sh,e 
died Oct. 7, 1870, In Coe 10wnslllp. and ~r. R. 

arried for his third wife (in H ampton, Washin gton 
~o., N. Y.), Dec. 26, 1870, Miss Juliette, dau ghter of 
Thomas Wilson, natives of New York State. She 

was born Aug. 14, 1828. 

.. -----~-----. 

", ames C. Caldwell, proprietor of Two Rivers 
"', Hotel ,1 >ecrfi cld Townshi p. is a son of Moses 

and Lucy (Hotchki ss) Caldwel1, th e former a 
native of Massachusetts and the la tter of New 
York. After resid ing a whil e in the Bay Sta te 
they lived seven year~ in Pennsylvama , 20 

years in Massar.husetts again , a short period in the 
K eystone Sta te th e second time, a nd se ttled finally 
in Oak land Co., Mich , in 1840. H e died at th e ad­
vanced age of 92 years, a nd she a t the age of 86 . 

The subject of this sketch was born in Worcester 
Co., Mass., Aug. 2 , 18 18, received his education at 

heodore Hummel, farmer on section 12 the common school, a nd at the a ge of 15 went with 
Broomfield Township, is a son of Gu sta v' his parents to Pennsylvani a. In r840 he came to 
and Sophia (F ick) Hummel, natives of Michigan and worked a season in Oakland County, 

Prussia. The father was born March 8, 1812, the n two years in M acomb County, then purchased 
and was a shepherd in the old country. He and c arried on for three years a farm in Oakland 
came to America in the year 1869 and loca ted County, sold, a nd rented different farms about five 

ill Oakland County, thi s State, where he lived three yean' , then rented a fa rm for seven years in Clinton 
years. He then came to I saIJeUa County and settl ed County, in th e mean time purchasing a farm which 
where he now lives, with hi s son William. His wife he cwned but a short time, a nd in the spring of 1863 
was born March 16, 1812. came to this county and bought a qu art er-section of 

Their son Theodore was born F eb. 18, 184', in la nd in Fremont Township, lived there tilI the fall of 
Prussia, and lived at home until 14 years of age. 1878, when he sold a nd bought a farm of 60 acres in 
He then worked by the year as a shepherd for differ- Dee rfi eld T ownship, on section 10. He now has 38 
ent parties, until 1869, when he came with his par- ac res in a state of good cultiva tion . In May, 1882, 
ents across the waters. He bought 80 acres where he started the Two Rivers Hotel, which he has since 
he at present lives, 50 bein g now under cultiva tion . kept, except the summer of r883, whe n he was visit-

He was first married in 1865 , to M ary P rest, who ing in Ohio. 
was born in 1838 and died in 1869. He was again Mr. Caldwell was Supervisor of Fremont Town-
married in 1870, to a sister of his first wife. She ship one year, Township Clerk one year, Township 
w~s born in 1844 and died in 1877, leaving five Treasurer one year, County Superintendent of the 
chtldren,-Minnie, born June 18,1871 ; Fra nk, Sept. Poor three years, and has held many other offices . 

. 27, 1872; Emma, April 19, 1874; Margaretta, May In politics he acts with the Republican party, a nd in 
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27, 1876 ; WilIiam, May 28, r877 (died in Septem- social matters he is a member of the Order of Good 
ber falIawing). His present wife, Fredrica (Fowl- T e mpla rs. ~' , 
man) Hummel, was born in Macomb Co., Mich., Mr. Caldwell was first married in M acomb Co., " 
Dec. 2, 1855, the daughter of John and Minnie (Cline) Mich., May 14, 1843, to Miss Nancy RusselI, a na- . 
Fowlman. Mr. and Mrs. F. are yet living, in tive of New York Sta te, who died Aug. 8, T877. 

--~~un(~:UU~)~ ,5) ~ ~~+~~®--"~~ 
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~1! Thei r five children were, Roscoe M" A rthur H., "sf[lIalting" on a 'luarte r-section of wild land, on 

iSABELLA COUN7 Y. 

'ffJ lrt:ne V., Ada A. and Ella May. The eldest was section 5, and" honH.:stead ing it" in 1863. He Was 
, ~, kil.led in the battle of Cold Harbor', Ada died when three weeks makin o the J'ourney to this county, COlll. 'r one year old. July 28, 1878, Mr. C. married Mrs. ing with three wa~on loads of goods. On arriving 

Harriet L. Duttler, widow of Peter Duttler and here there was no building within two miles of him 
daughler of Jason Streeter. She di ed Oct. 16,1883. excepting a deserted hunter's shanty, in which he 
Jiell. 27, Jl:;84 , he married for hi s prese nt wife Mrs. lived three weeks, while e recting a cahin on his OWn 

Sarah l;riswold, widow of Rohert Griswoltl antl place. The shanty was made of poles and roofed 
daughter of David a nd Mary Ann (Thompson) with bark, and was barely large enough to contain 
Graves. She h as by her first marriage a daughter, them and their goods. The township was yet not 
Florence, now the wife of Robert Riley, of Cleveland, organized, and the first permanent settlement was 
Ohio. three miles away. It required five day~ to go to St­

arren Wardwell, general fanner and black­
smith, section 5, Lincoln Township, was 

-J, , '-' r . born ill Ledyard, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Sept. 
, ) _ 4, 183 T. His parents, Lemuel and Bets e y 

\ (Whitmore) Wardwell, were natives of New 
. '~ England, of English and Scotch ancestry. Mr. 
=[ Wardwell, Sr., was a farmer, and died in Scipio, Hills­

:~:':I: 

dale Co., Mich., in February, 1859; and the latter is 
still living, in Lincoln Township, this county, aged 
74 years. 

Warren, the subject of this sketch, lived in his 
native county until nine years old, when the family 
made a removal to Seneca Co., N. y, When 17 years 
old, in 1848, he left home and returned to his na tive 
county and for a year ~nd a half followed his trade as 
blacksmith, which he had learned under the superin­
tendence of Levi Elmendorff, at Waterloo, Seneca 
Co., N. Y., serving as an apprentice two years. While 
in Cayuga County he worked for Hiram Finch, at 
Springport. R eturning again to Seneca County, he 
re-engaged himself to Mr. Elmendorlf, asa "jour." 
Afterward he went to Wayne Co., N. Y.. and estab. 
lished a general blacksmith shop, which he con­
ducted two years; then he worked as a journeyman 
two years in Lock Berlin, same county. In January, 

~ 1855, he we nt to Red Creek, Cayuga County, and 
~ , worked for a Mr. Toole until September, 1856; then I he followed his trade until next year at Seneca Falls. 

, .:~ In April, 1858, he came to this State and settled at 
. '[;~ Litchfield , Hillsdale COllnty, where he worked at 

.;;, blacksmithing for Chaullcey Calhoun; frolll 1859 to 
-, -~ 1861 he carried on a shop of his own, and in the 

'7- fall of the latter year he moved to this county, 

John's or Ionia, to secnre provisions. He disposed 
of 80 acres of this place to his brother, to apply on 
services rendered in the war, and nearly all the re­
mainder is improved and in good farming condition. 
Of th e whole original tract he cleared about a hun. 
dred acres. 

Dec. 29, 1849, in Wayne Co., N. Y., Mr. Ward. 
well marrietl Miss Mary, daughter of Peter and 
Serena (Scott) McQlIeen, natives of Wayne Co., N . 
Y., of English, Dutch and Irish ancestry. Mrs. W. 
was born also in that county, March 20, 1827. They 
have no children, but have an adopted daughter, 
Estella G ., who was born Sept. 6, 1869. 

Mr. W. was Road Commissioner in 1865-6; in 
political matters he is a Republican, and, with his 
wife, is a member of the Christian Church. 

'fd:' 
~I _. Ifred J . Doherty, teacher, real-estate and 
- . insurance agent, and present Principal ~ 

;Brt2[r the publi: school of Clare, was born in 
~iJ'r New York CIty May 1,1856. 

' : ~ been a lumberman most of his life, and, with 
his wife, no,~ resides in the State of New York. 

When a child, Alfred came with his parents to Defi­
ance Co., Ohio. There and in Paulding County the 
father followed lumbering extensi vely and profitably 
for a number of years, when he moved back to Alle­
gany Co., N. Y., where he owns a large farm on the 
Genesee River. 

The subject of this biography was educated in the 
seminary at Belfast, N. Y., and later in Bonaventura 
College, where he was graduated in 1876. The fol· 
luwing year he was married, and for a time afterward 
he followed farming. He came to Clare, Michigan, 

[~ii'~t" C;,:\ '/ - , '~ _~~ If:~f.f.?l '-.9-"-;,.:,, . ~ :.;"@--~v- ~(.~ n n '~ un<>!> ,9 



ISABELLA COUNTY. 

= . 'lid 'Itl l' 8 d has since been Identl Ie Wit 1 Ie 11S-
in 187

f 
;:;t growing village. He owns 40 acres in 

tory 0 l' nshi[) and has one of the finest and ue3t 
Grant OW '. , .' .' ( 

d sidences In the vl1l~ge, the same costll1g 
arTange re . 

He is a shrewd busl1less man and a co 111-

'3,000. 11er He has held SGme school office ever 
petent teac . 
. ing to Clare has been one of the Roartl of 

sInce com' . 
School Examiners, and County Sl1peIlntende~1t of 

b I He has been a member of the VIllage 
Sc 00 s. . 

'1 ror four years and a Notary Pubhc for some Counci I" .. , 

. Politically he is an actlve and IllnllentJal 
time. " . , 
Republican. He IS ~ member of Clare Lodge, No. 

I 0 O F and IS Secretary of the same. 333,' . . ., 
His marriage occurred July II, 1877, a t Be1fast, 

N. Y., to Miss Alice B. Gl eason, da~lghter of Red­
ding and Eunice (Scott) Gleason, natl~~s of Vermont 

nd of New England parentage. I he fa ther, a 
a . , I 
~ nl1er died in 1866 . The mother lives now Wit I .a , . . 
ber daughter, at Clare. Mrs. Doherty lIved With 
her parents in her lIative county until her mar­
riage. She is the mother of t~lTee children,-Floyd 
E., born Feb. I .~, 1878; FranCIS B., March 14,1880; 

and Eliza B., March 3 1, 1883. 

E. Lyon, member of the firm of Hopkins & 
Lyon, Mt. Pleasant, is a son of David S. 
and Iva L. (Chase) Lyon; and was born 

in Knox Co., Ohio, March 2 I, 1841. He was 
reared all a farm, received a good common­
school education, and also attended the Halcyon 

Academy at Hartford, Ohio. He taught school 14 
tenos. 

In the fall of 1864 he came to Isabella COil i1 ty 
and bought 120 acres on section 7, Union TownshIp. 
He now owns 200 acres, 125 of which are under cul­
tivation. The farm is now under the charge of his 
son-in-law, W. R. Hatch. He has lived in this 
county since his first cOllling, except from [865 to 
1869, when he was in the State of Ohio. His three 
children are Wesley c., on the farm; Gertie A., wife 
ofW. R. Hatch'; and Carrie E., at home. 

.. k' fi . I I .... ~ expenence In abstract-ma ' mg, r5t III t 1e emp oy- " , ~
-

ment of 1. E. Arnold, then Arnold & Upton, then J 
U plan & Hance; which firm, and Brown & Seaton, ;j?~ 
he succeeded in ·business. J a n. 1,1883, he formed 
his present busin ess connection with Hon. S. W. <:5 

Hopkins, and they now do a large business in real 
estate, insurance and loans . 

";'tI'~~~ic\, 

" ;~ ( ~~- erome H. Denslow, farilier on section IS, 
',' ~ Sherman, is a son of Jeremiah and Desire 

,1';," " (Griffith) Denslow, natives of the State of 

New York . Jeremiah Denslow was born in 
L80[, and died in LenaweeCo., Mich., Feb. 13, 
[875, His wife was born in 1811, and died in 

the State of New York, in 1880. 
Their son Jerollll: W;IS I)orn Oct. 4, 183(" in Chau­

tallqlla Co., N. Y., and at the age of 19 left home, ( 
went to Jameslown, N. Y., and worked in a manufac-
tory for two years. In 1858 he went to Chicago and .'J'. 
was employed by E. Wood in fitting grain crates for ~ 
Ilse. Returning to New York, he shortly came to ~1. 
Livingston Co., Mich., where he lived four years. ~ 
DlITing his stay there, Sept. 27, 1859, he was mar- ~ 
ri ed to Miss Asenalh Savage, who was born Jan. 9, 
1834, in Carrollton Township, Genesee Co., N. Y., l) 
the dallghter of William and Urina (Sprague) Sav-
age, natives of New York. Mr. S. was born in 1806 
and died in Augu st, 1881 , and Mrs. S. was born in 

17 97 and died in 1841. 
M r. Denslow enlisted in the navy during the late 

war, and was on the "R. P. Cuyler." His vessel was \ 
l' 

engaged at Fort Fisher, N. c., and was occupied in c( j 
~ / \ 

cruising along the coast for rebel boats. He was I 
discharged Jun e 7, 1865, at Norfolk, Va., went on Y 
board the receiving ship "Constellation," and return-
ed to his parents in New York. He soon after re­
moved to Lenawee Co., Mich. In 1877 he came to 
this county and located on section 22, Sherman. A 
year and a ha'f la ter, he settled on his present place. 
He OWl1S 200 acres, of which 30 are improved . GrJ 

His family includes eight children, born as follows: '. 
Gtorge H ., Sept. 5, 1859; Frederick L., Sept. 20, ~ 
1860; Willard G. and William L., \ug. 8, 1863; ~1jI 
Myrtle I., June 5, 1866; Grant H., Oct. 15,1868; Jf' 
Frank E., May 9, r8p; and Viola E., March 3,1874. , 

Mr. D. was elected Justice of the Peace in 1880, " 

\ \ J r~ 0)..~~7v?~ ~:r,.> _ ____ ~ __ -"_---'''''< ~D u:<>: nn; ~-~'Il1i~~ . - ('X'l~ '(.·"·~~f-Y "\?~{;J 

In the spring of 187 I he was elected Supervisor of 
Union Township, and in the fall of 1872 he was 
elected County Clerk, which office he filled five years. 
During this term he assisted in making a set of 
abstracts of Isabella County. He has had ten years' 

--------------------------
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?: ~-------------- .----- -~~~~~~~-~~~::-' -- - -------=====-* and Township Treasurer in ,~83. He is the present again to Salt River and hought out the stock 
.~) incumbent of the latter office. H e is a member of general merchandise of N. W. Struble, where he 
:'-f the Masonic Order, Addison Lodge,No. 157, F. & A. carries on a flourishing business. In 1882 he built 
J M.; at Addison, Lenawec Co., Mich: an addition to his store and made further 

' cl ments, In April, 1883, he purchased a two-thirds 
interest in the Salt River grist-mill, which has a 
capacity of 150 bushels of wheat per day. Into tbia 

o . ;. 
= = 
.~ '" , = = 

imon S. Smith, merchant, Salt River, is a 
son of Alexander a nd Susan (Barger) Smith, 
who were na tives of Greene Co., Pa., and 

moved to West Virginia, where the father was 
killed by a railroad accident, July 20, 1854. 
The mother, since re-married, is now a resi. 

dent of Pa rke rshurg, W. Va. Thl:ir family com prised 
two sons and one daughter. 

The eldest son, the subject of this sketch, was 
born in Greene Co., Pa., Nov. 8, 1840, educated 
mostly at a private school, and at the age of '4, 
when his father was killed, he had to commence the 
battle of life for himself, first engaging as a clerk in 
a country store for his step-father for a year; was 
next in the employ of Smith & Barger for nearly a 
year, and then for a short time in that of Ullom 
& Owen in West Virginia, then for Miles A. Himan, 
same State; attended school three months, taught 
three months, and then, in April, 1861, he uought a 
stock of goods and began merchandising on his own 
account. He followed this business about nine 
months, and soon afterward purchased a farm in 
West Virginia, which he carried on about two years. 
He then sold out and moved to the southern part of 
Virginia and was employed as clerkaLout a year. fn 
March, 1865, he formed a partnership with Isaiah 
Lomon, under the firm name of Lomon & Smith, 

mill he transferred the machinery of the 
mill. It is now owned and managed by (S. 
Smith & 0. B.) Struble. 

Mr. Smith has held the office of Highway 
missioner about two years, and tha t of School Direc. 
tor and Moderator. Is a member of the Order 
Odd Fellows, and (with his wife) a prominent 
her of the Disciples' Church, being one of the 
They were formerly active members of the 
Church. ] n thl: last mentioneci he was Clerk 
Deacon, and when they built their house of worshi .. 
at Salt River he was Chairman of the Building 
mittee. On national issues he is a RepUblican. 

M r. Smith was married in Greene Co., Pa., 
6, 1861, to Miss Mary, daughter of William 
Maria (Roach) Pettit, natives of the same 
who removed in 185 I to West Virginia, where 
now reside . Mrs. S. was born in the above county 
April 13, 1843. A reniarkable coincidence of data 
in this family's history deserves mention. Mrs. 
was born in April, married in April, and all the three 
children were born in April; and the same minister: 
that baptized them into the Church also 
them. 

which continued three years. At the end of the ester Briggs, Deputy Sheriff of 
second year they built .two stores, and at the end County, proprietor of the Penobscot 
of three years they divided their stock, Mr. S. con- and livery man at Blanchard, 
tinuing until September, 1868, when he sold out and Oris and Adelia (Fields) Briggs. 
came to Isabella County. was born in r8I1, ill Steuben Co., N. Y., 

Here he was first engaged for a year and a half in the mother was born in the State of V 
mercantile business at Reynolds' Mill. In March, in 18'7. The former engaged in agriculture, 

(::: 1870, he removed to Salt kiver and bought out the from New York in 1843 to St. Joseph Co., Mich., 
! stock of H. Struble & Co., but six months afterward years later to Cass County, r8 years later (1867) to 

"'i" he sold again and went to live on his farm of 107 Lenawee County, and in 1873 came to Gratiot\..AJ,ulI"h 
~~,'V." acres, on section 10, Coe Township. Here he re. where he died, in Emerson Township, April 22, I 

' 'I' nlained 12 years, in the tneantinle purchasing the The l110ther died in 1881, at the home of a UII.UK,B .... 

(® "Reynolds farm," of 75 acres, and also the grist-mill in Lenawee County. 
"7 connected with it. In October, 1881, he moved The subject of this sketch was born Feb. S, 
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---- h Co Mich and remained at home until short time, going thence to Alma, and en~aging in 
• St Josep ., ., . . C N ' lb ' 1 I I fl' I I . III . At that early age he enhsted 111 Co. , Int 1 uSllless t lere e even mont IS; a ter w llC 1 Ie agalll 

~;O~;::;g' ~~;;~':~:;::,~:}i:: ,:~;:;\;; ~~:~;:::;:,:£~'~~: :::~i::~~I;E::::,t:~~I::;, ;~~ r 
pOt 1\1 any . '1' • 1 f 1 • . h He was discharged for dlsabl Ity 111 t Ie rom t Ie first. 
.Iunnls es. . MS' M f 865 when he returned to hIS parents, \);hol'. wltzer was married Oct. 8, 1876, at t. 
fall °1' Id I'n' Cass County. One yearlaterhe went to Pleasant, to Matilda !\. Brown, a nat ive of Canada. 
tben Ive ' . '. 

County where he resided until 1881. ]¥lext One of two children born of this marri age is living, 
Lenawee , . 1 

I
. d t St John's Clinton County, until 1 R81, )ut unnamed. ])ai sy n. was born Feb. 14, 188 1, 

be Ive a·, . 
and then for two years at Edmore, afte r whIch he and died Oct. 3 r. I R8z. 
came to Blanchard. , , ., Mrs. Switzer had two children 1>y a former 111ar-

He was married at St. John s, Chnton County, to riage. one of whom, Marshall H ., is living, a nd Olle, 

Miss Josepha, daughter of Levi and H anl.lah , (Pull- Willie, is deceased. 
fi ) Longwood. Her father was born III Seneca Mr. and Mrs. Switzer arc members of the Presby-
:;'Y N Y in 1800' her mother, in Pennsylvania, III teria n Church, of which Mr. S. is Trustee. He is 
18;'(.' B'er father'died in St. John's, May 2, 187 8; active in Sunday-school matters. 

ber mother is yet living, at the same place. Their 
daughter, Josepha, was born April 24, 1849, in Sene.ca 
Co., N. Y., and was the fourth daughter of a fannly 
of'seven, five of whom are yet living. 

Mr. Briggs is a member of the 1. O. O. F . and th e 
G. A. R. He has been a Constable almost constantly 
ever since 21 years old, and Marshal of the village 
of' Blanchard for a time. He resigned to accept a 
position a~ Trustee of the village. In the fall of 1883 
he was appointed a Deputy by Thomas Pickard, 
Sheriff of th~ county. 

Politically, M r. Briggs supports the R epu blican 
party. 

• 

Switzer, watch-maker a nd jeweler at 
Mt . Pleasant, was born Sept. II, 1840, in 
Elgin Co., Can. His parents, William and 

Eliza M. (Cowell) Switzer, were \)oth natives 
of Canada and are still living there. 

Mr. Switzer was reared on his father's farm, 
and in 1864 went to Fingal to learn his trade. His 
employer afterwards removed to Wards ville, whither 
he accompanied him, as he had not completed his 
preparation for business. In 1871 another 1110ve 
Was made. to Byron, Shiawassee Co., Mich., under 
the s . . ame Circumstances. Not long afterward, Mr. 
SWlIzer Succeeded to the busil1t!ss and continued its 
rsc:clltion at Byron lIearly three years. 111 I 1-{7:3 

e came to Mt. Pleasant, where he remained but a 

, .~'. 
"ames A. Converse, farmer on section 12, = 

= "" Vernon Township, was born in Oneida Co., * 
N. Y., Nov. I, 1834, is a son of Thomas D. = 

= and Elisheba (Kirkl and) Conve rse, na tives of ~ 
New England. He is the elder of two sons, 

and when 13 months old !Vas taken by hi s par-
ents to Jeffe rson Co. , N. Y. Here he lived at home 
until 24 years old, receivi ng a good education at the 
Belleville (N. Y.) Union Academy. 

At the age mentioned, he left home a nd engaged 
as traveling salesman for a New York wholesale es­
tablishment. His route extended over various parts 
of the Empire State. In the fa ll of 1868 he came 
to Michigan. Spending one year in Shiawassee 
County, he came thence to Isabella and pre-em pted 
80 acres, where he now lives. It was then entirely 
wild . He had to go to Mt. Pleasant, a distance of 
IS miles, for mail and marketing. The only work 
animals in the township at that time were an Indian 
pony and an ox team. For the first four years of 
hi s residence here he carried on his back all the sup­
plies he purchased for hOlne lise. There was no 
work in his immediate neighborhood, and as money • 
was scarce and tim es were hard, he wOllld frequently 
take a cake of ma ple sligar and a loaf of hread a nd 
travd :or days in search 01. clllploYlllent. J J~ gave ~») 
what tllne he could to th e llnprovement of Ius own < 

~ ~, ,~~ ,,-rr.~;;''7', 
- ", II - ,..- ".'i,: : 4.1i'J , -,,-' (.'l-\\' :~~I : ·I 
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~! farm. He has erected necc5sa ry farm buildings and 
(}5 brought under cultivation 45 acres. 

been born, all living, as follows : James B., June 27, 
185 2 ; Thomas, Nov. 27, 1853 ; Mary, March 3, 18S6' 
William, Oct., 13,1857; Catharine, Sept. IS, 1860; 
John, Dec. I, 1862 ; Dora, Dec. 16, 1863; Sarah 
Nov. 27, 1866; Charlie, Feb. 14, 1868; Anna, March 
16, 1870; Celia, Feb. 22, 1872; and Daniel F ., Dec. 
15, 1876. FOllr of the above are heads of families. 

~:;. He was married in Jefferson Co., N. Y., Feb. 20, 
f 1858, to Miss ElilJa M. Burnham, daughter of ElI1er­
-S son and Emily (Ellsworth) Burnham, natives of New 

Engl and . She was born in Ellisburg, Jefferson Co., 
N. Y., Nov. 7, 1839, and lived at horne until hcr mar­
riage, recei vi ng a good common-school education. 
Two children have been born to Mr. a nd Mr5. C.: 
Mary E. (Brown), born Aug. 23, 1863, and married 

4 Sept. 20, 1883 ; and Juli a E ., born Dec. 19, 187? 
'~ Mr. C. is politically a supporter of the Repubhcan 

- party, and has been Township Clerk of Vernon two 

_ _ <>s:?O_ 

- cz:so----

'yrus H. Thompson, jeweler, at Mt. Pleas­
ant, was born May J, 18/8, in Newstead , 

years. He a nd wife are member5 of the Baptist 
Erie Co., N. Y., and is a son of Heath and 
Margaret (Anderson) Thompson. He was 
left fa therless when a little more than eight 
year5 of age, and hi s mother brcame the 

Church. 

of a man named Samuel Miles, who removed with his 
fa mily to Orwell Township, Ashtabula Co., Ohio. 

homas Judge, fa rmer and lumberman, Mr. Thompson acquired a good elementary educa. 
section I I, Fremont Township, is a son of tion at the common schools, which he l}ad attended 
William and Catharine (Kelly) Judire, until he was 16 years old. He subsequently entered 

natives of Ireland. His father was I)orn in Jefferson Academy, where he studied one term, and 
18 1 I, came to Canuda in I R30, and di ed in was a student some mo nths afterward at Farmington 

= 1865, in Topeka, Kansa;; . His mother was Academy. Hc ta ught o ne term after leaving school, 
~ born in 18 18, and is yet living in Topcka , K a nsas. a nd at 18 wcnt to Ashtabula to learn his trade, at 

The subj ect of this sketch was born Ike. IS, IV hich he served three years, most of the time at 
[829, in Ireland; was six months old whcn he ac- Cleveland, Ohio. At the end of the . 
companied hi s pare nts across the sea to this country; he went to Ashtabula and opened a shop, where he 
remai ned at home till he was 23 years of age, assist- operated three months, · goi ng thence to Marshall, 
ing on the farm; in 1869 he came from Canada to Calhoun Co., Mich. He worked at his trade there a 
this county, settling on 200 ac re s of wild lanel where few months, and in 1839 went to Jackson, where he 
he now resides and has IS0 ac res in a good state of conducted hi s business six years. During that time 

f improvement In 1882 he erected a fine brick resi- he purchased a farm in the township of Leoni, adjoin-
.A-i.) dence, at a cost of $4,000. He has also large barns ing the city, and after a brief residence upon it 
'<,oJ and other commodious farm buildings, and he owns went to Adrian. A few months later he went 

) -

good live stock. He has just (Ma rch, 1884) COI11- Lan sing, then in its early days. He bought a lot 
pleted a job in the lumber line, putting 2,000,000 that small" city," which was all in timber, cleared 
feet on the track of the Mackin aw Division of the up and erected his dwelling. He located his 
Michigan Central Railroad. In regard to national therein and managed his business there until 
questions Mr. Judge is Democratic. He has been winter of 1849-50, when he went to Coldwater 
School Assessor six yea rs and Town5hip Supervisor. formed a pa rtnership with Henry N. Moore, a 

t.:i At the age of 23, Mr. J . married Dora Tighe, tion which existed nearly three years. He 
d aughter of James ami Mary Tighe, nati yes ()f bought a two-thirds interest in a large brick store and 

~,Jreland. Her father was bom in I 80r, and died in continued in his husiness alone. In the fall of 1860 
~ I X39, in Jreland ; and her mother dicd April 27,1880, he exchanged his property for that of a similar char • 
.... (' and is buried in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. In thcir aeter at Marshall, Mich., and continued its manage-
((§) family were seven children, all of whom are deceased ment until 1875. In OctoLer of that year he 
'?- except two. In Mr. Judge's family 12 children have to Mt. Pleasant and established the business 

t.~i~j-'\!~~~?f~:e~ - ~~nu~nn~~-~~--- -'!r.>-§:~~~~).J 
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~e is now engaged. His stock comprises a He then made a tour through Wisconsin, came to * 
"bi~ selected assortment of clock~, watches, pl.a~ed this county and pnrchased a quarter of section 14, Qi" 
wei d 'ewelry His business Includes repamng Lincoln Township, made some improvements upon it ;-1;:' 
-ts an J '. 'f 
"..,.. vl'ng Mr Thompson owns considerable and sold it. Previollsly, however, he had bought 80 I and engra . . ~ 

. Mt Pleasant ;lcres on sections 13 and 14, to which he has added (-> 
toWn property JI1 • , . • . L . '1' I . 

111 arried June 4 1843, 111 com owns lip, 50 acres hy purchase, and the whole 130 acres are 
HI! was ' . " 

County to Paulina, daughter of Dalllel.f and in a good state of cultivation. He has three large 
Jackson , . • 

h 
. e (Coon) Maxson. She was born In.d3en- stock and grain uarns, which cost nearly $1,500, and Cat enn ., , 

. N Y Aug. 28 1824. Followmg IS the record his large residence cost $1,300. 
nmgton, .', ' 
of'the seven children th~t ha:e ~een bor.n to Mr. a,~d Mr. V. is a memher of the G. A. R. post at Salt 
M Thompson: Cynthia .Pnscllla marned first WII- River, holding now the office of Surgeon. In his u.:: H. Wells (of Marshall, now deceased) and is township he has ueen Highway Commissioner, Su-
now the wife of 1. E. Wilc~x, o~ Mt. Pleasant; Alice pervi sor two years, ancl held other minor offices . 
• deceased; Cyrus H . IS a Jewell!r at Marshall; With regard to nation<J1 questions he votes with the 
I I f '1' ( 1 \. Ella G. married William H. Bryan, 0 C Jlcago now Zepuu !Cans. 
Postmaster, express and station agent at Ravens- Nov. 12, 1866, at Mt. Pleasant, this County, Mr. 
wood) and died in 1874; Eva is the wife of Samuel V. ma rried Miss Martha ]., daughter of Benjamin 
A. Foster, of Mt. Pleasant; May V. is the widow and Eunice (Calkins) Cole, the latter being natives 
of' Frank H. Dusenberry; Lizzie, the youngest, is respectively of New York and Pennsylvania, of Eng-
deceased. The family attend the Presuyterian lish ancestry. They were early residents of Lincoln 
Cburch. Township. Thefather,afarmer,died in June, 1877, 

Ibert C. Vredenburg, general farmer and 
stock-raiser, sectio(l 13, Lincoln Township, 
was born in I ngham Co., Mich., April 4, 

1846. His father, George W., was a native of 
Newark, N. J., of German parentage, was n 
farmer, and died in Jackson Co., Mich., June 

17,1863; his mother, Rebecca (nee Williams) Vreden­
burg, was a native of New England. of English c\ e­
.cent, and died in Pennsylvania in 1852. 

aged 69 ; the mother is still living, at the age of 68, at 
Mt. Pleasant. Mrs. V. was uorn in Ohio, Oct. 8, 
1849. When she was two years old her parents 
moved to Allen Co., Ind., and in 1866 to this State, 
where she has since lived. Mr. and Mrs. V. have 
four children, namely: George H., born Nov. 21, 
[868; Perry H., Aug. 29, 1872; M ary A., Oct. 
5,1 877; and Fannie M., Sept. 29, 1879. 

M r. V.'s portra it is given in this volume, as that of 
a truly representative agri culturist. 

ames Ayling, general fanner and dealer in 
blooded sheep, section 6, Lincoln Town-
ship, is a son of John and Sarah (Trusler) 

Ayling, natives of England, who came to Amer-
ica in 1856, settling in Freehold, Warren Co., 
Pa., where they passed the remainder of their 

lives, the former dying in 1876 and the latter in 1880. 
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Albert C., the second son in the alJove family of 
four children, was three rears old when his parents 
moved from this State to Pennsylvania; they lived 
six years in Jefferson County, that State, during which 
time his mother died, and he came with his father to 
Jackson Co., Mich., in 1855, se ttling near the city. 
Here young Albert received a good ed~cation. When 
he was 16 years old his father died, and when 18 he 
threw himself i (Ito the jaws of death for the salvation 
oChis native land, enlisting in Co. G, 29th Mich. Vol. 
Inf., Sept. 9.1864, commanded UV Col. Saylor, of the 
the Army of the Cumberland. lie was in the battl es 
of Decatur, Ala., November and Decellluer, 1864, of 
~urfreesboro, Tenn., and many others. During 

J ames, the suuject of this sketch, was born in • 

his term of . h ' w service e was promoted Corporal, and 
as honorably discharged Sept. 20, 1865. 

Surrey, England, Jan. 15, [82 3, was 14 yea rs old i 
when the family emigrated to this country ; remained ~ 
at home, working on the farm, until 22 years of age, ~, 
when he was married. In the spring of 1867 he tiD 
moved to his present place, then comprising but 80 -< 

, .. t-1i~ 
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acres, to which he has since added by purchase Go 

acres; and here he has e rected, by his own hands, a 
small residence and several good farm buildings. 

Mrs. Ayling is a member of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ; Mr. A. is an active and 
influential Republican, has held the offices of Super­
visor two and a half terms, Township Treasurer two 
terms, Justice of the Peace four years and mi nor 
public positions. 

Jan. 19, 1845, in Warren Co., Pa., Mr. Ayling was 
married to Miss Margaret, daughter of William and 
Jane (Cochran) Baker, natives respectively of France 
and America, who were married in Pennsy lvania. 
Mrs. A. was born in the township of Uaker (named 
after her grandfather, the first settler), Allegheny 
Co., Pa., May 25, 1828, In this family have heen 
born the following T r children : Sarah J., born April 
23, [846; Mary A., July 20,1847; .\{ensselacr,April 
12,1 850, died Feb. 19,1872 ; John W., Jllly 1,1852; 
Ella K, Allg. 25, 1853; Herman ] ., May IS, 1855; 
Charles L., M arch 13, 1858, died Oct. [I , 1867; 
Henry H., March 13,1 859; Jesse G., Sept. 5, 1861, 
died Nov. 20, 1861 ; Estella M., Oct. 16, 1864; 
Minnie G., March 17, 1866, died Oct. 5, 1867. 

..- _. --- ------- . -._----_ .. - -_. 

In politics he is a RepUblican, and in religion both 
he and his wife are members of the Disciples'Chu 

Mr. Faunce was married, in Trumbull Co., 
Sept. 23, 1875, to Miss Agnes, daughter of ,u' • ..,r'ft l 

and Ann Young, natives of Scotland. Mrs. F. 
born in Trumbull Co., Ohio, Oct. 23, 1850. 
three children are Annie L, Garfield and an infant. 

homas J. Fordyce, resident at lU',. '-""!I'U 

ant, was born in the village of 
Greene Co., Pa., Sept. 4, 1834, and is 

SOil of John W. and Sally (Bane) 
His fathe r is a native of Greene County, 
he was IJorn Feb. r 3, [813, and in early 

wa~ a tailor by profession. He is now a resident 
section 27 of Coe T ownship, this county, where 
owns 40 acres of land. His mother was a native 
Washington Cu., Pa., and died in May, 188o, in 
T ownship. 

Mr. Fordyce was reared to the age of 17 years 
his falher's fa rm in Pennsylvania, and at that age 
wellt to Preston Co., W. Va., and passed 
six alld seve n years in railroading, :>.bout 
of that time as superintendent of a construction 
H e was married while there, Aug. 22, 1856, to 
beth Turner, daughter of Z. C. and Sarah 

illiam L. Faunce, farmer, section J 0, Coe She was born Jan. 7, 1835. After his marriage 
Township, is a son of Alden and Lucretia Fordyce engaged with J ames Kane as foreman in 

• (Coburn) Faunce, the former a native of lumber woods of West Virginia and operated ill 
Massachusetts and the latter of New York. capacity until the sprillg of 1864, when he 
They first settled in Trumbull Co., Ohio, as assistant superintendent of the Preston 

where he died; Mrs. F. is still living. Calldle & Gas Coal Company. 
The subject of this sketch was born in the above He remained with them ulltil Sept. 30, 1865, 

mentioned county, Feb. 20, 1845. was educated at he came tu r sabella Coullty. If e made the route 
the common school, and twu terms at an academy; stage from St. John's to St. LOllis and thence 
at the age of 20 he started out in life for himself, en- the woods to Coe Township, where he bought 40 
gaging in fa rming most of the time he remained in of timber land on section 26. On this he 
Ohio. In Septen.ber, 1875, he came to this county, abollt eight years and cleared r.early 30 acres. 
and, ill cOI"pany wilh Lewis 1£lIllol1, purchased the sold the pl an ~ ill 1};72 :lIId hOllght Xo acres of 

~ "Reynolds Mill," rail it for 13 lIIonths, sold it alld UII sectioll II, of Coe Tuwnship, '10 acres of 
"l bought 40 acres 011 section 10, Cue Towllship, to were improved and ulHJer cultivation. The r·t which Mr. F. has since added 46 acres. He now was ill hi s possession but on e year, as he sold it 
~P has 57 acres in good cultivation. Mr. Faunce is an the spring of 1873. * esteemed citizen in his community. H e was elected In the fall of 1872 Mr. Fordyce was nominated 
((f) Treasurer ofCoe Township in April, 1882, and was the RepUblican ticket for Sheriff, and was 
\,.... re-elected in April, r883; he is also School Assessor. over Cornelius Bogan by a majority of2 73 votes. 

~:~~\'" '-"'-'.L~~~~ ~ .. ' a "~":UI1A1>tDU(~ ~~,.",.... _____ ~~*<~ ?~~,:;/ ~" .~ \),'!' -""'Q~- ": ', ' " .--: U~' .~--·'(~ l.,,/-,s·"" -
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lected in 1874, and a yea r after the expira-
.as re-e r f 8 
. f h' t rm of office he moved to a I ~H\11 0 ° lion 0 IS e . ., 

. Cll'ppewa which had prevlOlIsly c01l1e II1tO acres J1l 1, . . 
. sion uy exchange. SIxty acres of the place 

hiS posses " 
d r cultivation and he cont1l1ued to reSide on 

1F&S un e . 
d age it until Jan. 1, 1884. He moved I11to 

an man . ' ~ 

PI !;ant Feb I followm g, and has s1l1ce con-Mt. ea, . , . ! 
• d to reside there. He owns two reslden<fCs and 

tlRue , dd" H' . town situated on Benn ett s A lOon. e IS a lots 111 • 

ber of the Order of Masonry and belongs to a nlem 

th 
r. temity of Odd Fellows. He has held numer-e Ira , 

ous township and school offices and has offiCiated as 

Constaule. 

rlando B. Thayer, farmer and ulacksmith, 
residing on section 22, Vernon Township, 
was horn in Binghamton, Broome Co., N. 

Y., J line 12, 1846, and is a son of Joel L. and 
Mary B. (Ashcraft) Thayer. His father was 
a nlltive of New York, followed farming and 

died in Isabella County, Aug., 6, 188 L His mother , 
also a native of New York, yet lives in this county, 
Of their three children, Orlando was the eldest. 
The two others were named Clarence R. and 

Roddie. 
He lived in his native county till he was nine 

years old; then four years at Lansing, this State; 
five years in Eaton County ; and ten years at Mason, 
Ingham County. In March 1876, they came to thi s 
county and located on section [2, l sauella T own­
ship. In March, 1879, Mr. Thayer exchanged the 
80 acres in Isabella for 80 acres in Vernon, which 
is now his home. He has now 30 acres improved 
and suitable farm buildings, 

He was married at E aton Rapids, Se pt. 22, , 869, 
to Miss Melissa Disenroth, daughter of ' John and 
Anna E. (Fearer) Disenroth, natives of Germany. 
The daughter was also born in the " Fatherland" 
April 4, 1847, and came with her parents to Ameri~a 
when seven years old , She lived some years in 
Ne~ York, State, and then came to Ingham County, 
which was her home until her marriage. Mr. and 
MB. Thayer have four children living, who were born 
as follows: Delphernia, Sept. 30, [872 ; Leroy, Sept. 
a3, 1874; Lewis, Au~. 20, 1876; and Lorenzo, June 

10, , X7X. RodJie J. was Ix>rn July 20, 1870, and ,,~ 
_. -''=-=' '::-.=77:=-'''''=== .'=='-.--;=" ,,~. ''''=-= r ~. ) 

died F eb. 15, 188 r. ~ 
The pan;nts are members of the Baptist Church. ;;'/ " 

Mr. T . is a Repuulican and has held various local f 
offices. fy, 

.~ . 

f 
= eal Morrison, farmer, section I I , Isabella 
- Township, was horn in the vicinity of 
- Montreal, Canada, Feh. 3, 1832. He 
remained on the parental homestead, assist-

I, in g his father in the maintenance of the family, 
until he attain ed the age of 20 years. On arriving 
at thi s \loi nt in life he uegan working in the lumber 
woods and continued that vocation for two years. 
He then" ran" logs and lumber on Lake Erie for 
several years, alte r which he re turned to his former 
occupation in H aldimand Co,. Ont., and successfully 
continued the same for a pe riod of seven years. 

In 1864, Mr. Morrison came to thi s State and 
located in MacomL County, and again entered on 
his chosen occupation. H e continued farming in 
that county until the year 1876, when he came to 
this county and purchased 80 acres of land, unim­
proved and heavily timLered, on section 1I, Isabella 
Township. He immediately began the improvement 
of hi s homestead, determined to make it a pleas:ll1t 
home and a remunerative investment. He has 
cleared and improved 75 acres of his land, erected 
thereon a large stock and grain barn and a good resi­
dence, and is content with the accumulation of his 
own i nd ustry. 

Oct, 7, l8S7, Mr. Morrison was united in mar­
ri age , in O ntario, with Miss Sarah Gormley, a native 
of Ireland, where she was Lorn Aug, 14, 1837 . Her 
mother d ied when she was three years old, and she 
accompanied her father to the New World, where, in 
Haldimand Co., Ont., they located and where she 
lived until her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs , Morrison are the parents of eight 
children. The living are: Jane, born Aug, 4, 1858; 
Christina, Sept. 17, 1860; William, Oct . 8, 1862; 
Peter, Oct. 28, 1864; Neal, Jan. 24, 1867; Sa rah, 
April 2, 1874; and J ane, March 16, 1880. 

Mrs, Morrison is a member of the Rom an Catholic 
Church, while Mr. M . is a Presbyteri an, Politically, 
he is a ue1iever in and supporter of the principles of 
the Democratic party. 
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~AI;-\l::1 II [vah D. We,ton, m",oo " rh",,,;ne, i, a 
'. ~_ son of William and Lydia (Miner) Weston, 

~~ . natives of the Empire. State, residents for a 
~~!~ time ill Branch Co., Mich., frolll I R52 to 1877 
Ie; in Hi1\s~a1e _ County, since which tim~ they 

ha ve reSided on an So-acre tract on section 12, 
Fremont Township. Mr. 'Weston, the father, was 
born Feb. 25,1812, and has been a farmer all hislife. 
Mrs. W. was born in 1827. Mr. W. has had 13 chil­
dren, four by his present wife. 

The suLject of this bio~raphical sketch, Alvah D., 
was Lorn June 3°,1854, in Hillsdale Co., Mich. At 
20 years of age, he commenced and served a two 
years' apprenticeshi p at the mason's trade, since which 
time he has followed that husiness. In IR77 he 
came and settled in Fremont Township, on section 
'3, remaining there a year; was then one year in 
Mecosta County, and then located at l>ushvi1\e. 

In [875, Mr. Weston was married to Miss Nancy, 
daughter of Ashley and Cordelia (Hunt) Wilson. 
Her mother died in 1870, in Lenawee Co., Mich., and 
and-her father, a farmer, is a resident of Mecosta 
County, where he owns a farm. There are six chil­
dren in his family, three sons and three daughters, 
all heads of families. Mrs. Weston was born March 
11, 1857, and she and Mr. W. are the parents of three 
children, viz: Fred E., born May 17, 1876; Oren B., 
April 28,1878; Grace, June 28, [880. 

With reference to political questions Mr. W. is a 
"National," and religiously both he and his wife Le. 
long to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

chiklren,-seven sons and four daughters. 
the children are living. 

Coming to the United States at the age of 35, he 
first located in Tuscarawas Co., Ohio. He 
a large wagon and blacksmith shop, in which he diet 
an extensive Lusiness for nearly twenty years. In 
1862 he had visited this county and selected 80 acres 
in Vernon Township; and when the F. & P. M. rail. 
road was huilt through his farm, he left Ohio perma. 
nently, to settle here. He laid out 40 acres in 
lots, and named the place Vernon City. At 
time no house was nearer than four miles. His 
a large frame one, was made at Flint, already to 
put up as soon as hauled on the railroad to his 
home. It was the first plastered house in the county. 
He afterwards erected a blacksmith shop, which 
operated for a time. This he abandoned, ho'we"".p. 
to give his time to improving his farm and "t~,"'i, .. ""J 

the village. He is a shrewd business man, and 
been very successful in his residence in Ohio, 
was opposed hy several unfavorable circllm"Ldll'''c-... 
of which one was the impossibility of reconciling 
wife and children to a life in a new country. 
has given half his property to his wife, but still 
20 acres in village lots. Politically, he is a Ue:m(lCr:atJ 

homas Hannett, real estate and .u.UU" .. lI ..... 

Salt River, is the son of John P. and 
Hannett, natives of Lower Canada. 

died in the Dominion; the former was 
in September, 1849, and the latter died in I 

Their family consisted of four boys. 
The second son, the subject of this sketch, 

t>orn in Canada, Sept. I I, 1843. His school pri 
being limited, his mental force was concentrated 
slich practical education as he would gain by 

ohn L. Markley, hlacksmith at Vernon ence ; and this has heen considerahle, as he has 
~ City, was Lorn in Germany, Oct. 24, 1817, energy and perseverance. He was about six 

and lived in the old country until 35 years old when his father died, and at the age of ten 
' C) of age. He learned his trade of his father, went to live with a farmer, until he was 17; he 
1, and at the age of 18 went out to work at the then apprenticed for three years to learn the 
'. " !{<I same, traveling over a good part of Germany. smith's trade, but, being very apt, he became 
(~ He received a good education in the schools of his cient in a short time, and did not remain as an 
.;1~ native country. He was married at Frommare, FeL. tice the full term of three years. After working as 
t(;) J 4, 1849, to Miss Anna M. Appler, who was born in journeyman ahout two years, he started in 
"7 Germany, May [2, [827, She iti the mother of 11 for himself, in Canada, but soon sold out and went 

t~~'-"---~~"3C ~"-- ~jUU'~UU~:~!\9 



==:-1 'ons of that dominion, where he was el11-
the 01 regl . ' I 

dat his trade, and abo engmeerJng, for aJout 
ploye III 1868 he came and located in New 
t1fO years. . . 

T wnshi[) Gratiot County, purchasIng a farlll 
Haven 0 , 

'd' upon it about three years, when, auout 
and resl mg 

h moved to this county and purchased a farm 
.87 2 , e . ' J, I . 

res in Coe TownshIp; after OW11lljg t lIS 
of 400 ac 
_"'- t five years he sold the whole tract ex~,ept Xo 
auvll . ' I . • J" 1 

ectl'on 13 whIch he stll retallls. !"1e a,so acreson s, . 
acres on section 36 40 on sectIon [, [60 on 

owns 40 '. . 
. n 12 27 in Lincoln Township, and property 111 

secUo, ., . I ' 
Salt River. About 70 acres of hiS land IS 111 cu l1va-

tion and productive of good crops. . 
In the spring of 1881, Mr. Hannett was elected 

S pervisor of Coe Township, which office he now 
u . . I 

6115. In politics he is a Democrat, and III sOCIa m a t-

ters he is an Odd Fellow and a Good Templar. 
Mr. H. was married, at Maple Rapids, Clinton Co., 

Mich., Jan. I, 1869, to Caroline A., daughter of Philip 
and Mary Burlingame, who was born in Wisconsin, 

~pt. 22, 1849, and died March 29,1879; their five 
children are , Alice E., Emory H., Ella M., Royal J. 
and Claude H. Mrs. H.'s father is a minister of the 
United Brethren Church, and is located near Reed 

City, Mich. 

~=r= ~ c.-~=~--

_"itl .... '", .J. Clute, of A . J. Clute & Co" lUIll-

mill has a daily capacity of 8,000 feet, and the firm 
handle annually about .1 ,000,000 feet of lumber. 

He was married ill Vernon Township, Dec. 24, 
[881, to Miss Ernstine Turbush, who was born in 
Ingha m County, this State, Oct. 7, 1858. She came 
with her parents to this county when eight years old, 
and was educated in the public school at Clare. She 
began teaching at the age of 16, and continued in 
that vocation until her marriage. M r. and Mrs· 
Clute have a son, Christopher W., born Nov. [4, 
[882 . 

Politically, Mr. C. is a staunch Republican. 

oren A. Houghton, M . . D., physician and 
surgeon, of Blanchard, is a son of Loren 
and Esther M. (Scott) Houghton. The 

mother was born in Vermont, March 27, 1824' 

and died April 13, IXS5, in Woodland Town­

ship, Barry Co., Mich. The father was born in 

New York State, July 30, 1823, and adopting the voca­
tion of farmer came to Barry County, this State, in 
1852. Ten years later he moved to Ionia County and 
lived there until I R83. He then returned to Woodland 
Township, where he now resides, itt the age of or. 

The subject of this biography was !Jorn Jan. 30, 
1845, in Pittsfield, Lorain Co., Ohio. At the early age 
of 10, losing his mother by death, he went out in the 
world to take care of himself. He lived with his 

ber manufacturers, residing on section 23, grandparents until 17 years old, and then commenced 

Vernon, was born in Erie Co., Pa., July 14, working out for $5 per month . A few months later 
1847, and is a son of C hristopher and Martha he went to Ionia County, where he alternately at-
C. (McKay) Clute, natives of Pennsylvania tended school and worked on a farm, until 22. He 
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and of German descent. The parents now reside in then commenced the study of medicine, remaining Il 
Clare. Of their five children, four :tre sons and one six months with Dr. Rawson, of Woodland Center, 
a daughter, and Andrew is th e eldest. Barry County. For the next two years he studied 

He liver until 14 years old with his parents in his with Drs. Perkey and Merritt, of Charlotte. He then 
native county, then four years in the State of Ohio, took a course at Ann Arbor, and was graduated 

and then they came to Midland County, this State. March 2i, 1872; when he began the practice of med-
He received a good common-school education under icine in Ionia County. In the autumn of I883 he 
his father's care, and on setting out for himself located in Blanchard, wh ere he is becoming popular 
worked at lumbering for four years. Thence he and has an enviable practice. 

~nt to Clare, and thence to Sheridan Township, fn June, 1873, he married Miss Diana Foster, i',-~ 
ar~ County. In I R76 he selected Isabella County daughter of Lorenzo and Cordelia (J)lIsen herry) (i _ 

as hIS home, and in partnershi p wit h his father-ill- Fosler. Mr. Fosll:r was born Dec. 2S, I R21, in New 
law, William Turbush, erected a saw-mill on section York, and Mrs. Foster was !Jorn Sept. 9, IX27, in the , 
a3, Vernon, which they have since operated. The same State. They reside in Eaton County, this State. >.'1 

' . ' i-)~ (;,( .. ,~ ~~.~ "(~UU ':iUU;~-~m~'~ ~'{1"")~('';:J'-~~~ 



Their daughter w;)s born July 30, 184H, in Eaton Co., 
Mic! •. , and was the oldest daughter in a family of six 
children, all but one of whom are Ii ving. ])r. and 
Mrs. Houghton have had a family of three : Earl, born 
Aug. IS, 1875; Edwin, born May 4, 1880; and Edith, 
born May 4,1880, and died Oct. 24, 1880. 

Politically, Dr. Houghton is a National. 

landed inter~st he has J IO acres 111 

cultivation. 
Considering that at the time Mr. Johnston 

chased his land it was all in its original 
nature, a wild and unbroken forest, he has 
displayed great energy and perseverance in 
his farm to its present state of improvement. 
spent three winters of his time lumbering, and 
estimaLle wife accompanied him to the camp 
did her part to wrest sufficiency from the hand 

~ 7tD;lJ obert Johnston, farmer an.d stock-raiser, 
1,\ • section J 4. IsaLella Townshl[), and one of 

i~g~~;W.· the leading and representative men of the 
\-.\ same, was born in the vicinity of Ottawa, On­

tario, June 23, ,X4 2 • 

At ten years of age Robert accompanied his 
parents to Pontiac County, Province of Quehec, 

~ ) where they located on a farm. Here the father con-

opportunity. 
Politically, Mr. Johnston is a believer in and 

porter of the principles of the Republican party. 
is a member of the Episcopal Church, and his 
of the Presbyterian Church, and are respected 
esteem ~d citizens of the township in which 
reside. 

tinued the occupation of a fanner until his death, ~rl 
0. March 20, J 85 9. = athan S. Parmenter, farmer, section 

~ On the death of his father Robert became heir to = Coldwater Township. was born June .* IS0 acres, mostly improved land. He lived with his ~~' : 18°9, at Brandon, Rutland Co., Vt. 
~ mother until 1865, when he came to this State and • parents were natives of Massachusetts 
··W engaged in lumbering in different counties for a are both deceased. Their family 1n(:luc:lec1 

period and then returned to Canada. three sons and four daughters, all of whom 
Mr. Johnston was united in marriage with Miss to mature years. 

Lorena Leventure, March 12, 1874. She was a Mr. Parmenter remained at home several 
native of Renfrew Co., Can., where she was born beyond the period of his majority, and worked as 
Nov. 2, 1854. Her mother died when Lorena was found opportunity until he was 28 years of 
in childhood's years and she lived with her father, in When he was 32 years old, he purchased 80 acres 
her native COUDty, until she att;lined the age of 16 improved land in his native town of Brandon. 

-1 years, and then accompanied him to LJ pper Canada, conducting the place two years, he sold it, and 
~:::> where she lived, assisting in the household duties a farm in the town of Chittenden, 12 miles from 
"'{ and attending the common schools until her mar- former. On this he resided two years, when 

nage. father died and he again sold his estate for the 
The husband and wife of this biographical notice pose of r<:siding with and caring for his mother 

are the parents of two children: Clara L., born Feb. the family homestead. She lived but two years, 
2, 1875; and Percy J., Lorn June J 5, 1883. he again bought a farm in Brandon. The place 

After his marriage Mr. Johnston came to this State prisecl 85 acres, and he retained its ownership 
and located in Clare, Clare County, and engaged in years. He then went to the State of New York 

C the lumber business, which he continued for some bought a place in the county of Wyoming, in 
*' months and then moved to Farwell, same county, he resided 16 years. In 1881 he came to ;::,n,emllMl! 

r.:i! and continued in the lumLer business for two years. City, in the township of Coldwater. William 

*
"1> c, At the expiration of this time. July, 1878, he came to Parmenter, his son, had previously bought 240 

this county and purchased 120 acres of land, on sec- of land near Sherman City, and Mr. Parmenter of 
~ tion 14, IsaLella Township. He has since added 40 sketch came here to reside with him. He is a 

F acres to his original purchase and of his entire pUblican in political principle. He was married 
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-==== =--- A ubah daughter of Kenney and Betsey 
1833 to z , I" )' G ver She was born Oct. 30, 1814. Her nlTalker ro . . . ,Y' re natives of Vermont and dIed III Wyo-

_rents we 
..--- N Y Their five sons and five daughters 
aaing Co., . • . ' h d f I 

tllrity Follow111g IS t e recor 0 t le 
'II to rna . . 

IfC f Mr and Mrs. Parmenter: WIlson A., 
children o· . . 
borD March 29, 1834; WI~h a\ll Wallace, Jan.~ 18: 

. Anna L., Dec 6,1846, Mary ~:, May. 5,1;84.8 , 
;:!~'a Augusta, Sept. I~, 185 2. 1 he tJmd t:hlld 

(unmarried) died in early Infancy. 

illiam Turbush, of the the firm of A. J . 
Clute & Co., 11Ianufacturers of lumber, re­
siding on section 23, Vernor, Township, 

r was born in Albany Co., N. Y., Aug. 30, 

r833. He was the third child and second 

son of a family of four. H e lost his fatherwhen 

14 years old, but his mother lived until 1882. 
At the age of 18 he moved to Wayne County, N. 

Y., and lived there three years, including one season 
which he passed as a sailor on th e lakes. Coming 
to Ingham COllnty, thi s State, in IX54, he learned 
and then worked at, the tr:uJe of carpellter alld joi Iler, 

uatil 1864. 
In August of that year, he enlisted in Co. I, 1st 

Eng. and Mech., and was assigned to the Army of the 
Cumberland, under Sherma n. He fOllght at Nas h­
.ille, Tenn., but being employed mostly in mechan­
ic:al work he escaped mllch actual lighting. Being 
taken sick the last of December, 1864, he was sent 
tothe hospital at New York city, and while there he 
wu transferred to the U. S. Regular Infantry, in 
which he served until June 29, 1865 . On that date 
he was honorably discharged. 

He returned to Michigan by way of Albany, N. Y., 
where he paid a short visit to the home and friends 
of'his youth. Arriving in Ingham County, he shortly 
IeSOIved to come to Isabella County. He moved here 
Aug. 12, 1865, and entered the first 16o ac res of land 
taken in Vernon Township. This was on section 34. 
~e SOOn moved into the woods and commenced to 
Improve his land. He has worked at his trade in 
III Pl~asant a portion of the time, and spent one 
Ieason IJl "look' " . 1 d ' J ' d ' " CO. mg pme an 111 t liS and a J01l11ng 

UntIes. He has gi ven a son go acres, and of the 

=== ~~1 
remainder of his farm he hasunder cultivation 57 ... . 

acres. Qp.1'~ "'~' 
He was first married in the spring of r8S4, 111 ~, ., 

", 
Wayne Co., N. Y., to Miss Clara Wells, who was born ' 
in Cattarauglls Co., N. Y., in Dec., 18H. She died 
at her home in Ingham County, this State, in the fall 
of 1861, leaving three children,- Jesse, Ernest and 
Ellsworth. The first two are ILarried. He was again 
llnited in the bonds of matrimony in Ingham COllnty, 
in June, Jl:l64, with Mrs . Nancy (Hazelton) Hunt. 
She was horn in Ontario, Can., April 15, 1832, and 
when six year~ old came with her parents to Ingham 
COlllity . By her first marriage to a Mr. Reeves, she 
had fOllr children,-Eliz:i1,eth, Francis E., Stella M. 
and William (deceased). By her subseqllent mar­
riage toMr. Hllnt, she has a son, Elmer D., and of 
her present marriage there has been born one son, 
George. 

Mrs. T. is a member of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
T . is a member of the F. & A. M. and the A. O. P. S. 
In political matters he is an earnest supporter of Re­
publicanism. 

= = R , 
... Y,. 

= = 1: "" .~ • .:' . ~ 
.;\'iM rt ichard Goodwin, farmer, section ,')2, ba-r tl1ll bella Townshi \" is a son of Richard and 
' :; I~(~.i'~ La ura (Jones) Goodwin, and was horn in 
h~jJ ... f d J~ T,'J 8 X \.\ the vlcmJty 0 Lon on, "ng., J < e). 2 , I, 34. 

The parents of our sllbject a re natives 0 1 

England and Wales respectively, and of Eng­
lish and Welsh extraction. The fa ther was a farmer 
ily occ llpation and emigrated with his family to th e 
New World and located in Scio Township, Washtenaw 
Co., this Sta te. He sh'Jrtly went to the Empire State 
and died there, in 1858, aged 63 yea rs. The mother 
died two years afterw ard, in 186o, in San Francisco, 
Cal. Richard was but six months old when his par-
ents came to this country and settled in Washtenaw 
County. When seven years old, he accompanied 
them to Waterloo Township, Jackson COllnty, and 
three years later went with tqem to Ann Arbor. 

At this age in life Mr. Goodwin launched his life­
boat on the sea of events and went forth to fi ght 
the battl es of the cold, unthinking world alone. His 
"roses" grew not without thorns, and, goi ng to Wash­
tenaw COli Ilty again, he went to work as a common 
lahorer 011 the farm, which occlIpation he continued 

~ .. ":' . ., 
-<w~~~.~-(Ie) --" (~.~:~) I 
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~I. ~o, :~;:a". -~~th'n '~nt to w",~:;-a~:n;I~;:": 
~ in J ,illlU Townshi p, where hI.: worked for 21. years, at 

~, the same vocation. 
;,~ Feb. 4, 1858, in Washtenaw County, Mr. Goodwin 

was united in marriage with Miss Susan, daughter pf, 
Samuel and Catharine (Lacy) Clements, natives of 
New Jersey and Maryland, and of Irish and English 
extraction. They came to Washtenaw County in 
1.826, and were among the first settlers in that local­
ity, and Sllsan was the first white cl1ild horn in Lima 
Township, that county, the date or her birth being 
Nov. 24, 1827. 

Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin are the parents of four 
children, two of wholll are deceased. The living 
children are : Samuel c., born May 28, 1865; and 
Henry c., born Feb. 10, 1868. Charles, born Aug. 
7,1870, died March 22, 1872. One child died III 

infancy. 
After hi,.; marriage Mr. Goodwin located a farm in 

:1 Lima Township, Washtenaw County, and successful-
ly prosecuted the occu pation he had previously fol­

~ lowed, farming, until the Yl.:ar 1877 . In the SUlllnH;r 
~ of that year he sold his property in that township 
~ and came to this county. He purchased 40 acres 
~ on section 32, Isahella Township, all unimproved. 

~, 

When he first came to the township there was hut 
little settlement, and the hand of improvement was 
hardly visible; and he entered on the task of improv­
ing his land under the most emharassing circumstan-
ces. He has succeeded in placing 20 acres of his 
land in a good state of c ultivation. 

Politically Mr. Goodwin is a RepUblican . He is 
at present Justice of the Peace, and has held that 
position for six years . R eligiously his wife is a mem­
ber cif the Methodist Episcopal Church: 

tion and remained at home with his parents till 

~: ' nearly 24 years of age; came to Isabella County in 
fall of ,808 and assisted his father in the store until 

" {t.~ (Jel. 20, 1""75, whl.:n he hought out his fatl!l.:r. He 
\... still owns the place, and is carrying 011 the mercantile 

==================~ 

business with fine succeSs. About a year after 
Inl:ncing herl.: he formed a partnership with J. 
Struble, which continued auout two years, When N. 
Struble bought out his partner's interest. He 
ward sold out to Isaiah Lomon and engaged 
real-estate business about a year, when he pU'rctlasl!dl 
the stock and trade of W. W. & J. B. Struble. 
prosecuting business he re about one year he sold 
to S. S. & H. Smith, and bought the Lomon 
In July, IX83, hI.: sold a half interest in this stock 
J. H. Struble, and the firm is now N. W. & J. H. 
Struble, who do a prosperous business, averagiDI 
$20,000 to $30,000 annually. 

Mr. S. is a member of the blue lodge, F. & 
and also of the chapter, R. A. M., at Mt. 
is also a member of the l. O. O. F. In 
matters he belongs to the Republican party. 

Jan . [8, 1879, in Salt River, Mr. Struble 
Miss Nettie '1'., daughter of James B. and Lucy 
Allen, natives of Oakland Co., Mich. 

Mrs. S. was born in Gratiot Co., Mich., May I', 
1850. Tlwy are the parl.:nts of one child, 
Pearl, born Nov. 12, 1880. 

oseph M. Bradley, fanner, section 24, I 
bella Township, is a native of this 
and was born in Lapeer County, in 

1851. His parents were natives of the 
county in which our subject was born, 
when Joseph M. was about four years of 

came to this county and recei ved a tract of land 
the Government, on which they resided until 
death, the demise of the father occurring July 
[881, and that of the mother July 15, 1875. 

Joseph M. Bradley, the subject of our U',u~,laIJ""""It: 

notice, is the third son of I I children of his 
household, and remained with them until their 
assisti ng his father on the farm and attending 
(;oveflllllent schools. Since that time he has 
possessed of the entire homef;tead, and now has 
acres of the same in a good state of cultivation. 
strict integrity and fair dealing with his fellow 
coupled with energy and determination, he has 
tained the highest representati vc position of his 
in the township. 

Mr. Bradley was ullited in marriage, May IS, I 
'-

~li"\.®-)~~~~- ~ ') )I\~~nn~,uu~~~---
~.:.~ 



· ; 



-





-



§> ()·nn·wnu·), <-' \j . ~. ~. ' \I U 

ISARRLLA COUNTY. 

~ 11 Township, this county, to Mrs. Mary Ash-
I_Isabe a . C I ' 
IP Williams), born in Sagll1aw ounty, t liS 
-an (net . d' I' - • 8 6 Her parents both dI e III t liS county. 
State, In 1 5 . . ' . . I ' I 

husband and Wife, suhJects of tIllS lIograp ly, 
The ents of fOllr children, one decl.:ase<l . The 
arc the par ' . 

. Maria born Nov. 19, ,87 6; Matilda J. , liVIng are , . . . 
880' and Samuel, Nov. 25, 188 2. ChristIn a, 

reb. IS, I, . 88 111· B d 
A 0'1 17 1878 dIed Nov. 27, I 2. ., rs . .. ra -

borD P " .;, 
had one child by a former marnage,-Lllcy A., 

Ier A ril 3, 1874. Both father and mother arc 
born b:rs of the Methodist E piscopal Church. _em . ' . d 

Mr. Bradley, politically, IS a helIe:er III a n sup-
er of the principles of the RepublIc an party. H e 

::: held the office of Township Treasurer three years, 
and has heen School Director for ten years. , 

O. Bigelow, farmer, section 8, Coe 

Township, is a son of Chandler B. and 
Amanda (Wright) Bigelow, natives of Colchester, 
Conn. They settled in Genesee Co., N. Y., 
where she died. He afterward moved to Mon-
roe Co., Mich., in 185 I, and died in Dundee, 

Mich .• in November, 1872. There were four children 
in the family. 

The subJ'ect of this sketch was born in Bergen, 
Genese'! Co., N. Y., March 17, 1826, and was edu-
cated at the common school. At the age of 16 he 
ClOIIImenced to learn the blacksmith's trade, but 011 

KCOunt of impaired health he quit it before he was 

hilt on account of physical disability was not ac­
cepted . In the spring of 186f, he was chosen 
Supl.:rvisor of Coe T ownship, and served one 
year. III politics, he was formerly a staunch Repub­
lican, hilt now sympathizes rather with the " I'\ation­
al" party. He has often heen urged to accept 
offi ce, bllt as often declined , For three or fOllr 
years he was a director of the Gratiot and Isahella 
Jnsnrance Company. 

M r. Bi gelow was first married, in Chili, Monroe 
Co" N, Y., Oct. 14,1847, to Miss Adaline S., cla ll gh­
ter of ZelJlllon and Sophia (Scrihner) Philli ps. Her 
father, a native of Massachusetts, died in Church­
ville, Monroe Co., N. Y., J an, 7, , 883, and her 
mother died in Chili, N. Y., JlIly 25, r827 . By this 
marriage there were two children, Olney B. and 
Francis Z. Mrs. B. died Dec. 5, 1852, in Clyman, 
Dod ge Co., Wis., and Mr. B. was again married, in 
Riga, Monroe Co., N. Y., April 6, 1853, to Mary E 
Phillips, a sister of his former wife. She was born 
in Riga, Allg. 21, 1823. By this union there were 
five children, viz. : Adaline A" Frances E., Chandler 
B., Zebulon E. and Horace 0., Jr. 

In presenting the portraits of Mr. B. and lady, we 
feel assured that all will acknowledge them to be fit 
examples of the worthy, substantial, industrious pio­
neers who dese rve to he retained in lasting remem­
brance by the citizens ofCoe Township and Isabella 
County. 

,. age, and attended a three-months term of select ' enry Trevidick, a prominent merchant of 
IChool at Lyons, N. Y. Next he worked at his trad e ' Clare, was born April 3, 1846, in Mt. 
half a year at Watertown, Wis., and then for about Clemens, Macomb Co., Mich ., and at the 
five years, on his own account, in Dodge Co., Wi s. age of sixteen left home to make his own way 
Iletuming to Chili, Monroe Co., N. Y., he bought a in life, going first to Saginaw, where he was for 
Ihop. followed his trade a year, then a year at Dun- some time in a planing-mill. He afterwards 
dee, Monroe Co., Mich., a year at Blissfield, Lenawee learned the drug t rade. In February, 187 I, he came 
Co., Mich., and then came to I sabella County in June, to tIle site of Cl a rl.:, then occupied by but one build-
.8~6, entering 320 acres on section 3, Coe Town- ing, and established the :irst store, selling drugs, .etc. 
slilp. Here he erected a log cahin and began the To reach hi s place he had to wind around through @ 

Ulual career of a frontiersman to estahlish a home. stumps and logs in a 1l1:lllner that would cause l1Iost , 
: the year d~G9 he had Go acres illlproved. Ife people to despair. lIis first stock was worth $2,500. ~~j': 

en sold out and purchased 120 acres of the M ur- In d~7 (j he added a stock of clothing, boots and .,)1 

laugh heirs, where he has erected fine fa rm buildings shoes, etc. , and in 1880 he enlarged his store to meet , 
and has 100 acres in cultivation. the demands of a growing trade. His is now one of 

Early in 1864, Mr. Bigelow enlisted in the war, the principal buildings in Clare, being 20 x 80 feet in ~ 

---~ n;" (~nD ':1. 'Un~)/ c ) ~~~ .~'}i" O )~~(;;U'~~~~ 
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~! size. He carries a stock worth $5,000, and uoes an old, returned to Ohio when twelve, and later 
6J3 annual business of $10,000. to New York again. She was educated in the 
.~., March 22, 1873, in Jackson County, he was mar- School at Seneca, Ohio, and followed 
r ried to Miss Alice M. Wheaton, who was horn in both common and graded schools in her native 

r
·~ that county Sept. r, 1853. Four childrell arc now After marriage, Mr. S. resumed control of the 

included in the family circle, who were bol'll on the stead and the care of his mother, who died two 
following dates: Clarence H., Dec. 26, 1875; Claud afterward. Maxwell was the second son and 
W., Feu. 12, 1878; Mauel A., May ro, r88t; and child in a family of six children, two girls and 
Ray, March 3r, 1883. boys. His father spent his time among the 

I Mrs. T . is a member of the Congregational children. 
rt Church. Mr. T. is in political sentiment a Demo- Mr. Shappee, the subject of this sketch, 
('~;; 

"f~) crat. He has filled the office of Township Treasurer possessor of the. homestead. This he sold, 
"A for two terms, and has been School Assessor. uought property 111 Breesport, same county; a 

----~---. 
later he engaged in the hotel business, which 
continued until the summer of 1873. He then 
out his interest there and came to Michigan, 

, axwell G. Shappee, stock-raiser and ing 40 acres of wild land where he now resides. 
adued hy purchase 20 acres to the original tract, 
he now has 30 acres well improved, with a 

, _ .,_ " fanner; section 24, Lincoln Township, 
, ~ .... ' "I> ,- • I ... f EI' N Y ',,; ';c was uorn In tIe VICllllty 0 mlTa, . ., 

. ,\\~ Oct. 24, 1837. His father, Cuy Shappee, 
;. '. was a native of the sallie county, of French 

descent, a farmer, and is still living, at the age 
of 75, in that county; and his mother, Mary, nee Van 
Gordon, was a native of Chemung Co., N. Y., of 
German descent, and died in her native county, 
about 1867. 

.) The subject of this sketch remained at home with 
his parents, working on the farm and attending 
school, until the breaking out of the war, when, in 
August, 1862, he enlisted in Co. C, 141st N. Y. Vol. 
Inf., Capt. E. G. Baldwin, first of the Army of the 
Potomac, then, in 1863, of the Cumberland. He 
participated in all the battles from that at Resaca to 
the end of Sherman's campaign. At the battle of 
Peach-Tree Creek, July 20, 1864, he received a gun­
shot wound in the right hip. He entered the ranks 
as a private; in the fall of 1862 he was elected 5th 
Sergeant; one year later he was promoted as Orderly 
Sergeant, and in another year he was commissioned 
First Lieutenant. Owing to his capture and parole, 
he was detailed for special duty, and it fell to him to 

~l) uring home the company in which he first enlisted. 
In June, 1865, after the close of the war, he was 

.J? honorably discharged. 
'.J~ Returning immediately to his native home, he was 

,~~ married, Dec. 2, 1865, to Mrs. Arddla A. Fancher, 
;'1.'0 lice Hoover, who was born ill Crawford Co., Ohio, 
'7 April 22, 1843, went to New York when three years 
;-:. ' . ;'::~ 

l~A,~j~'<~" ' ~~:~------~ 

ahle residence and other buildings . 
formerly reuuc<.:d hy hard times from 
independence to poverty; but by his pluck and 
juuglllent he has once more made for himself 
family a goou home. He has held the 
Justice of the Peace, Township Treasurer two 
and the school offices of his district. With 
to national questions he takes Republican views, 
in religion he and his wife are memuers of the M. 
Church. 

illia.m B. Forbes, farmer, section 22, 

__ water Township, was born June 3, 
~ ~~~ • in Niagara Co., N. Y., and is the 
" _) Leander J. and Nancy (Hudson) Forbes. 

\ father was born in Erie Co., N. Y. and is 
living, in Clinton Co., Mich. The mother 

born in Saratoga Co., N. Y., and died in Clinton 
Mich. auout r 868. Their family included, one 
ter and seven sons. The sister was the eldest. 

Mr. Foster was the third child of his parents. 
spent the first 14 years of his life in his native 
and remained under the home roof during his 
ity, except two months, during which he was 
pied as a farm lauorer in Oakland County, and 
farming season, when he managed a rented 
Livingston Cuunty. On the 14th of October, 
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~ 'n Co A Tenth Mich. Inf. His com- 40 acres, erected a fine barn, etc. This phce was TI' 
lac enhste Issign~d t~ the Army of the Yississippi an unbroken forest when he came. • ( .. i 

was a ,~. 
ted with the 14th Corps. In the fall of In political matters Mr. Stringer is counted among 't ·· ad con nee •. 

• I regiment was assigned to the Army of the the H.epublicans. In his township, he has held lhe I 
.862 t le . I' I " ffi f . :-.. 

I d and was under Sherman III JlS 11stonc 0 ee 0 1>ra111 Commissioner and School Assessor 
Cumber an , 

h Atlanta and the sea. He was mustered out .. rc to 
h my service Feb. 6, 1865, after a long a.,d fJI tear . . . f 

C
onnection with the military servlce ; .o 

arduous ., h' d' I 'I the United States. On recelvlrig IS Ise large le 
came back to Clinton County and bought a thresher, 
which he managed one season. In June, 1866, he 

red a claim of 80 acres of land, where he has 
tote d d' d • resided. He has deare . an Improve 50 
IIIlce . , fi . I I and has placed I11S farm III a ne agncu tura 
tereS, I ' . f I dition. He is a man of ster II1g traits 0 c larac-eon . T 
ter spotless repute and acknowledged alll Ity . 

ile was married April 13, 1 S66, to Mary A. [-[a11l­

.,nd, daughter of Carmi and Mary A. (Willett) 
Hammond. She was born July 20, 1846, in Oak­
land County. Her father was a native of Vermont 
and died in the township of Coldwater. Her mother 
was born in New York, and died in Clinton Co., 

ieh. The nine children of Mr. a od Mrs. Forbes 
were born as follows: Isolina M., Nov. 18, Iil67; L J, 
Feb. 16, 1868 (died Nov. 1 I, 188o); L V, April 30, 
.869j Wm. H., July 28, 187 I; Lizzie E., Jan. 24: Jl~7 3 ; 
Alfred J., July 16, 1875 (died Nov. 8, \880); Nora 
A., Sept. 2, 1876; Effie M., April 2, 188 1; Myrtie, 
March 26, 1883. Mrs. Forbes is one of ten children 
-six sons and four daughters-born to her parents. 

Mr. Forbes is a Democrat in political connection . 
He bas held the office of Supervisor of his township 

terms, has been Treasurer seven years and 
~ Hilrl1,wa,v Commissioner two years. 

two terms . 
He was first married in his native county in 

Ontario, Jan. 7, 1867, to Miss Ellen V. Ryersee, 
who was I)orn in the same county, Dec. (2, 1840, 
and died at her.home in this county, July 30, 1880. 
She had two children, Dexter D. and Ada A. Jan. 
29, 1882, Mr. S. again married, this time Mrs. 
Mary S. Austin, flee Banister, a native of Woodhouse 
Township, Norfolk Co., Ont., where she was born 
March 29, 1846, and came to this county ill 1882. 
She is it member of the Weslcyan Methodist Church. 

-
- -""~lark H. Sutherland, merchant at Clare, 

,,_& was born in Deerfield Township, Living-
" ~ oq;: 

, s ton Co., Mich., Sept. 9, 1852. When he 
was only two years old, his father, a black- ' 
smith, removed to Genesee County; and here 
C!ark lived with his father until 187 0. Go­

ing in that year to Ithaca, he was for one year em­
ployed as clerk in the store of John Jeffry. Next 
he was engaged as salesman for the Monroe (Mich.) 
Nursery, and was on the road for three years. In 
the spring of 1874 he came to Clare County and 
purchased 40 acres of wild land in Hayes Township. 
Here he fa rmed for (8 months, after which he worked 
a short time in a saw-mill. 

I n the fall of 1875 he came to Clare and with his 
father started a blacksmith shop. He continued in 
thi s work until July, 1876, when he began to read 
law with E. D. Wheaton, an attorney of Clare. He 

ewis Stringer, farmer, section 9, Lincoln studied until January following, when he assumed 
Township, was born in Norfolk Co., Ont., the duties of the double office of County Clerk and 
March 3, 1843, of American ancestry ex- Register of Deeds, to which he had been elected. 

tending back into Scotland and Germany. He served the county with credit for three terms, or 
~is mother died in 1877; his fath er is still liv- six years. Immediately after the expiration of his 

)\ 
/ 

= 

lng, in that dominion, having been in earlier life official life, he established a hardware store at Clare, 
• farmer. in company with Henry Trevidick, with a stock ~-i:f,. 

Young L . . (r!;; eW1S was 18 years old when he set Ollt worth $3,000. They tin an annual busmess of (f. 

Michigan, to work as it common lallorer in the $ 10,000. % 
In Fehruary, 1868, he settled upon He was married at Clare, May 6, 1877, to Miss l~) ) 

acres where he still resides, and has improved Rose B. Alger, a native of Ontario, Can. She was -(' 

~~~~'-----~~~-~-A~;D rt~ DD'~-~~--- ~~~fi.>~@ I'!~~l . u.. .. . ~ ~~~- (-,' - ' -J '" ~ ~.~t1l'~ 
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born July 25, 1858, and came to this county when 
quite young. Her three children are all living: 
Otho M., born March 2 I, 1878; Roy L., June 6, 188o; 
and Edwin C., March 3, 1882. MB. Sutherland is 
a member of the Congregational Church. Mr. S. is 
a member of Farwell Lodge, No. 335, F. & A. M., 
and Harrison Lodge, No. 331, I. 0. 0. F. He is now 
President of the Village Council of Clare . In politi­
cal affiliation he is a Democrat. 

"""~orneliUS Bogan, merchant and Postmaster 

. ~ at Calkinsville, Isabella Township, was 

!Jom in County Tyrone, Ireland, Dec. 4, 1833. 
When 13 years of age he was apprenti,ed !Jy 
his father to a flax dresser, and remained at 
that vocation for three years, until he was 16. 

On arriving at that ag~, he joined the English regular 
army and served with it four years. ])uring that 
time he was engaged in the Carrre war. At the 
expiration of four years he left the service, his term 
of enlistment having expired, and came to this 
country. He arrived in the New World April 7, 
1852, and came almost dIrect to Osceola Township, 
Livingston County, this State. Here he followed the 
occupation of a farmer for three years and then went 
to Wayne County, where he was engaged in farming 
and burning charcoal until the year 1861. That 
year he moved to Washtenaw County, and was there 
occupied in "job ditching" until the breaking out of 
the late war. 

No sooner had the news flashed along the wires 
"that Sumter had !Jeen fired on," and a call was 
made for strong hands and loyal hearts to battle for 
the perpetuity of the Nation's flag, than M r. Bogan 
offered his services. He eillisted in Co. K, Seventh 
Mich. Vol. Cav., and was assigned with his company 
to the Army of the Potomac. After his discharge, in 
1862, he joined the construction corps and was 
engaged in East Tennessee and Georgia, until the 

~ close of the war. 
'1 After the war Mr. Bogan came to Washtenaw 

'*:t:,'"'" COUllty, this State, where he reillained until Ihe fall 
'ill of the sallic year and then came to Ihis county and 
.' 
I purchased 200 acres of land in Vernon Townsi1ip. 
~~ He entered on the task of improving and cultivating 
~ this land. He improved 50 acres of it and erected 

I· ""'~A '""'--~ :~A~"r ~~\!_----~ 
~"i<!~ 

thereon a good residence, and then sold it and 
to Calkinsville. At that place he engaged in 
mercantile business, and has continued the same 
the present time. 

Mr. Bogan was one of the first settlers of V 
Township. He helped to organize the same and 
elected the first Township Clerk, which office he 
for two years. H e was afterward elected 
and held that position for five terms. He also 
all the minor offices of the township and gave 
satisfaction in each. 

Mr. Dogan was first married at Manchester, 
A IIg. 13, J 85 r, to Miss Ellen Farrell, a native of 
land, where she was born about the year 1833 . 
was the mother of seven children to Mr. Bogan, 
of whom are living : Edward, born Nov. 21, 1 

Cornelius, May 6, 1856; Margaret, Dec. 8, 1 

Mary, Jun e 5, 1865; and Lydia Nov. 7, 1867. 
deceased are: Ellen, bom July, 31, 1861, died 
27, 1866; and John, born Aug. 5, 1863, died 
25, 1868. 

Mrs. Bogan departed this life at her home in 
insville, May 23, 1880, leaving a host of friends 
relatives to mourn her loss. She was a good 
kind and a loving mother. 

In April, 1881 , in Saginaw, Mr. Bogan was a 
ond time married, choosing for his life partner 
Mercy A. Miller (nl'e Curtis.) She is a native 
Ontario, Can., where she was born in 1858. She 
the mother of two children by her former 
(8. Curtiss),-Jeannette and Frank. 

M r. Bogan is a Democrat in politics, and has 
the office of Justice of the Peace and Notary 
for a considerable length of time. He is a 
of the Order of Masonry, Lodge No. 305, at 
1'1~asant, and is an esteemed and respected 
of his towll ship. 

and 

"" non Township, was born in N 
land ('0., Can ., June II, 1847, and lived 
his ILltive coullty on his father's farm 
16 years old, when he went to Houston 
Minn. After a time he returned to 

Clair, this State, and with 
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= lll'ng in Co H 1St Conn. Heavy Art. He The civil war broke out about the time he enga::: @ nny enro " . 
• 'h tOrDling .of the gun-boats on the James in his opening struggle with independent life, and, as .. as at t e s , 

. d was also present at Lee s surrender. He soon as his summer's labors drew to a termination, l~" 
River, an ",. 

I norably discharged Oct. 10, ,805, he resolved to enter the military service of the Unitcd I 
.. as 10 , " ' . ' I d I .. . g to St C1 'ur County In I X07, le an liS States. In Sepll:mher, I i)o I, he enlisted in the 7Xth Ie,·' Retu rn \11 ". • " 

d a brother came to thiS county, locating on N. Y. Vol. Inf., and in 1803 his regiment was COII-
father an ' . . . . 

of land on sectIOn IS, Vernon lownslllp. soliualeu with the 102U N. Y. Inf. The command 380 acres ~ 
The two sons afterwards ren~ove? to Kansas ;~nu for 

nths carried on farmmg 111 Osborne cp:ollnty. t .. o mo 
Thence they went to Colorado, and then re tufl~ed 
to Isabella County. . He h~ught 80 acres ?n seCtlo:1 
2, and in 1875, selling thiS, he bought hIS fatlH:r s 
homestead of 80 acres. 1-1 e has. sin:e added greatl y 
to the value of the place by making Improvemel~ts. 

He was married March 25, 1875, in St. Clair 
County, to Miss Eva Ledsworth, who was born in 
Ontario in r855, and died at her home in Clare, April 
S' 1877, leaving one daughter, Cora, born June 16, 
1876. He was again married, in Clare, March 18, 
1880, to Miss Maggie Murdock, born in New Bruns­
wick in 1860. She died in Vernon Township in 
March, r88I, leaving a son, George, born March I, 

188[. He married his present wife April 18, 1882, 
being united with Miss Ann Jane Greenaway, who 
was born Jan. 9, 1852, in Ontario, and came to this 
State in the spring of 188,. She has had one child, 
Morley, born March 22,1883, and died Dec. 6, d~83. 

Mr. A. is a member of Clare Lodge, No. 333, I. O. 
O. F . He is politically a Democrat, and has held 
the office of Township Clerk for two years, I)eing the 
()resent incumbent. 

C. Colley, farmer, section 34, Cold­
water Township, was born Nov. 26, 184 I, 

in China, Wyoming Co., N. Y., and is the 
son of Charles and Polly (Chase) Colley. 

They were both natives of the State of New 
York. His mother died in August, 184 T • His 

father was twice married, and lives in Cattaraugus 
Co., N. Y. The issue of the first marriage was two 
501.15, ooth now living in Isabella County. Five 
children were born of the second marriage, three of 
Whom are deceased. 

Mr. Colley became the master of his own fortunes 
at the age of 20 years, and passed the first Sllllllller 
thereafter as a farm lahorer, w()rkin~ I)y the Illonth. 

--~ 

was assigned to the 12th Corps in the Army of the 
Potomac. Mr. Colley wa, wounded twice at the 
battle of Chancellorsville, one bullet passing through 
tl :e right lun g anu another striking him under his left 
arm . Both IlIllIets passed throllgh to the shoulder 
hlade . lI e:: lay on the fiel(lllntil the third day after 
he was woundeu, when he was taken prisoner, and 
was pl aced in a field hospital. He was paroled two 
weeks later, and went to Acquia Creek hospital, go­
ing thence a short time after to the Chestnut Hill 
hospital. He was next transferred to the Convales­
cent Hospital in Virginia, and as soon as sufficiently 
recovered he joined his cOlUmand at Raccoon Moun­
tain . The regiment proceeded to Stevenson, Ala., 
where its mair. body re-enlisted. The surgeon re­
jected Mr. Colley, and he was mustered out Oct. 3 1 , 

1864, at Atlanta, Ga. 
Immediately after his discharge he came to Barry 

Co., Mich., and bought 40 acres of unimproved land, 
where he entered upon the work of the pioneer. 
H e resided there nearly two years, when he sold out 
:lIlcl entered a claim of 80 acrl's of land in Coldwater 
Town ship. The tract was wholly unimproved, anu 
the pioneer experiences were as severe and full of 
pri vat.ion as are in the records of others that have 
heen transc riheu a countless lllllnl)er of times. Mr. 
Colley's a rri val i 11 the township was preceded by 
but one individual, Harry Brubaker, hut he did not 
Illing his family lIntil after Mr. Colley came. Prices 
of provisions at the points where they were to be ob­
tained were fabulous. Pork was 30 cents a pound, 
and flour sold at $22 per barrel. The on I y means 
of locomotion were furnished by ox teams, and the 
se ttlers were oLliged to obtain all their supplies from 
Mt. Pleasant and Millbrook, traveling thither with 
oxen and camping out over night in the woods. One 
of his first crops was millet, which he sold for $.fO 
per ton, and hOllght potatoes for $2 a hu;;hel. Dllr­
ing the first winter after their arrival they sold a 
piece of land in the sOllthern pa rt of the State. The 
nearest official by whom the papers could be made 
Ollt lived at Millbrook, 18 miles distant. The ox 

= = 
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~~ te:llll had heen sent away to be kept through tIle win- had olily been "logged out;" wolves and deer were 
fiJ tn, ;IS they had no feed . M r. alld Mrs. Collei put plentiful in the woods arouud, and were often seen 
J".~ their baLy in a hand-sled and walked to MillLrook, in the town; and there were Lut three mercantile 
{ in order to conclude their Lusiness engagement. It establishments. His brother owned one of these,_ 

was midwinter and the journey was most wearisome. a general store, and here he worked while he erected 
Mrs. Colley became so fatigued that she sat down on a Luilding for himself. He often worked at night. 
the sled with her little child in her arms, and her He started first a flour and feed store, and three 
husband drew the double burden to enable her to years later commenced tht! sale of general merchan_ 
recover her strength and obtain a little rest. dise, on Main Street. He has done an annual busi. 

Mr. Colley is a Republican in political faith and ness of $22,000. He owns a fine frame residence, 
action, and has Leen prominent in the affairs relating and has in various ways contributed towards the 
to the progress of the township since ht! became a building liP of his town. 
resident. He has served two terms as Justice of the He was married June 1,1865, in Hartland, Living. 
Peace and ont! term as Township Tr~asurt!r, in which stan Co., Mich ., to Miss Laurie A. Smith, who was 
office he is now serving. born in that county aLout September, 1840. She re-

Mr. Colley was married July 25,IR65, to LuciaM. ceivedagood edllcation, finishing at the State Normal 
Harper. She is a daughter of Benjamin F. and School at Ypsilallti, and followed teaching as an oc-
Delilah P. (Chase) Harper, and was horn Dec. 10, cupation until her marriage. Tht! following chil. 
1845. Mr. Harper's family included 13 children, nine d ren born to Mr. and Mrs. Ross are living: Jnninl, 
of whom are living. Both parents arc still alive and Derward, Giles and Charles (twins) and Maud. 
reside in Isabella County in the near vi cinity of their Willie and Maud are the names of two who died. 
daughter. The record of the children horn to M r. Mrs. R. is a m<!l1lberofthe Congregational Church. 
and Mrs. Colley is as follows : Charles F., born Aug. M r. R. is politically independent, and was the first 
7, 1866; Lloyd Clayton, July 2(i,dl7 I; Guy G., Nov. Trustee of the village. 
5,1875; Walter Eugene, Jan . 13, lX82; Eva, Aug. 
5, 1876 (di ed March 6, 1877); Iva, Feb. 7, 187 8 
(died April 5, 1878); Lloyd David, Sept. 19, 1868 
(died Aug. 5,1871); Myron, July '4, 1879 (died 
Sept. 16, 1879). 

.... 
~~1 

CI>---~---~ 

homas J. Root, farmer on section 29, Union 
Township, owning 100 acres on the eaatem 
part of the northeast quarter of section 29, 

is a son of Collins and Hannah (Parker) Root, 
and was born in Ashtabula Co., Ohio, May 29. f . I? illiam Ross, general merchant at Clare, 

'. ~ was born in the town of Mentz, N. Y., 
~.~ j~ J)ec. 9, 1841,anJ lived in his native place 

" ., ; " .. ' until 1861, with his parents. HIS father, 

1839. He was reared on his father's farm and 
followed agriculture in Ohio until December, 1870, 
when he came to Union Township, this county, and 
hought his present farm , ten acres of which were 
then cleared. He now has a line farm, with 80 acrc:s 
under cultivation, a valuable orchard, substantial 
barn and other improvements. 

, \ Hon . Giles Ross, came to this State and 
oJ located in Livingston County, where he still re­

sides, at the advanced age of 70. He has held 
various local offices, and has Leen Representative in 
the Legi<;lature two terms. His wife, A. Melvina 

o (Forshee) Ross, is also living. 

t' At tIle age of 13, the subject of this biography en­
tered Auburn Academy, and took a course of live 

~~ 
years, academic and collegiate. He lived with his 

~ parents on the home farm until 1872, when he came 
"--. .... (® to Clare as State Road Superintendent, his father 
\.... Leing a contractor. At that time the main street 

C 
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He intends to make a specialty of fine sheep, and 
has already 79 head, induding 25 merinos. He takes 
an interest in horse-flesh also, and owns five good 
colts, Lesides a line stallion sired by Henry Clay, Jr. 
At the Mt. Pleasant fair of 1883, he took two prizes 
for a span of roadsters, one aged two years and the 
other 13 years. At St. Louis, he took first prize for 
the two-year old as a roadster, and a second prize 
for his stallion. 
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~ llarried in Andover Township, As htabula 
Jle was I . , 

Co., Ohio, Ma rch 7, 1864, to MISS M,arth a C Butl ~ r, 

h 
of George and Ruth E . (Coclllan) Bntler. 

daug ter . , 
born in the same locality wh ere she lived 

She wa5 . 
'1 rriage April 21, 1840. Of se ve n c hIldre n unll ma , . . 

Mr and Mrs. R oot, all are IIvln b hilt o ne. 
born 10 . < • ; 

, E was horn 111 A ndover, JlIne 26, IR6S;' l ,el1l-
Lena . , . . U' 'I' . I ' 

I J 
All ril 10 1868 ; b ertIe, In ilIon owns liP, 

lie·, .' , . , 
h

• ounty AprIlS, [R70 ; ChntonL.,JlIly 2<), 1874; I IS C, . " , . 
Nina P.~ July 27, [873; ~I a ud~e E., Apnl 4, IR7 R; 
Bessie, and an infant whICh died unn a med , Allg. 

II. IS82. . 
Mr. R. and wife are me mbers of th e Methodist 

Episcopal Church. He I~ as bee n High~vay Commi s­
sioner for two years, and IS the prese nt Illc umhent. 

improved about half his fa rm, 
orch a rd, six acres in extent. 

In Decembe r, 1846, a t St. John's, N. B" he was 
united in m a rri age with Miss Ca the rin e Sull iva n, who 

was horn in tha t city Ma rch 2, 1833. Nine children 
have hee n auded to the hOllsehold, se ven o f whom 
arc now living. Their reco rd is as foll o ws: Bar­

tholom e w, hom A\l g. 12,1 847; Simon, Au g. 3, 1853; 
A nn a, Jan. 17, I RS6 ; Fra nk , May 5 , 1:-)57; Ma ry, 
April 1,1859; Irwin, M ay I 1,1 865; Margaret , July 
I, [ 86 9, The d eceased were Catherine, 110m M a rch 

2, [ 851, a nd died Feb. 17, /868 ; a nd J a mes, born 

in J a nu a ry, 1855, a nd di ed Aug. 19, 1877. 
Mr. O 'Brie n is politically a Democra t. H e has 

held va riou s local offices in hi s to wn s hip. 

~ 

.:" ; hineas J . Jakeway, carpe nter and joine r, 

r!" 1(; section 6, l.in coln Town ship, was horn on 
il l l\~ ' ; , , ~ 
JH~~ ' ''I the site of Saratoga , N. Y., May 4, 18 12, 

.~ I(J wh en hut a few log huts comprised the build­

)~\. ings of th e place. When 14 years uf age he 

.iJ·. 
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He enlisted Jan. 10, 1861, a t Meadville, Pa., in 

Co. I, Tenth Pa. V ol. Inf., as a private lInder Ca pt. ' 
Ayer. He e nlisted for" three years o r th e war,"but 
was taken with erysipelas a nd fe ver a t White-Hollse 
IH'1nding, in front of Richlllond, ;~nd was ui scliargcd 
at Newark, N. l, D~c . , 13, 1862 , o n acco llnt or disa­
bility. June IS, 1864, a t Galen a, 111., he aga in e nli sted, 
in Co. C, 140th Ill. Vol. Inf. H e held the a ppoin t­
ment of Third Sergea nt, a nd served six lIlonth s, 
fighting in a numbe r of skirmishes with the g\lerrill as 
in Missouri, T e nnessee a nd Mississippi . He was 

finally dischargeu at Chicago, Oct. 27, 1864. 

was a pprenti ced to ( :ha u ncey Kid ney, o f Sa ratoga, to ~ 
learn his trade ; in IX ~R he went with Mr. K . to Q 
Rochester, N . Y., rem ;),ining with him in hi s eill ploy­

ment; at 2 I. he was mad e foreman, with th e promist' C I 
th a t , if he remaill ed faithful, he should come into 
possession of all hi s master's property at his death, 
which provisio n w;is carri ed out, the pro perty a mount-
ing to $5,000. After the d eath of Mr. Kidney, Mr. 

ames M. O'Brien, fa rmer on section 22, J akeway continued his trade in Buffa lo, N. Y. 
Vernon Township, was born in Irel a nd, in july 4, 18:F, a t Avon , L ivin gsto n Co. , N . Y., h e 

December, 1827, and at the ageof IS came married Euphemia Kerr, a native o f Newa rk, N. J. 
with his 'sister to New Brunswick, whe re he The follo win g year he mo ved to Calho un Co., Mich., 
lived for five years. Thence he went to th e and completed some mill s and b rid ges which had 
State of Maine, and three years ,la ter he cam e been contracted fo r previo us to M r. Kidn ey's death . 

to Ontario, where he operated a saw-mill until Then he did some wo rk in Bra nch County, while 
186S· In the spring of tha t year he cam e to Sagi- , m akin g hi s hom e in Ca lho un County, in which la tte r 

Daw, and in March, 1867, he se ttled on 80 acres of pl ace hi s wife died, in 1835, leavin g two children, 
wild land in this county. Here they h ad ma ny Cal vin and Cynt hi a, both of whom now reside in 
thrilling pioneer experiences and suffered ma ny pri - W yomin g Co., N . Y. In 1840 he built his las t flour- (J 

vations incident to a life in a new country. Dee r, ing mill , the first e rected in Saginaw City, Mich. He 
faxes, bears, wolves and other a nimals we re ofte n ne ar th e n was in Buffalo, N. Y., until 1851, wh e n he came f~l~ 
thl S r

n
,.l J 

ClOuse. uppli es could not be purchased nearer to 1 >etroit Mich., anu built the resiue nce of the noted ~\r. 

than 12 miles away, and extortiona te prices were milliona ire, Capt. E. B. Ward. I, 
charged for the necessities of life. Mea t fre<lue ntly Next, he moved to P lymouth, Wa yne Co., Mich" ,~~ 
sold at 25 cents per pound. Mr. O'Brie n has now where, (kt. 10, 1858, for his second wife, he m arried -( 

r' >~~0f::" "' _ V0~ C "(·~UU '~UU;). ~-~~~ <·"/: ~(", '~( ·»)"f~i;~:1 
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ISABELLA COUNTJ '. 

~~~ born in Covington, Genesee Co., N. Y., Dec. 16,1827, sided until the death of the father, when, 
' ·1' resided in Ohio from 1840 to 1854, and since that they removed to Mt. Pleasant. 

time in this State. By her first marriage her children Mr. Graves read for his profession with his father 
I were, Adelia, Henrietta J., Martha A., Seldon and and became thoroughly familiar with office work 

John,-the second and third of whom are married under his direction. Later, he entered the Law De. 

~ = = 
W = ::: 

and reside in Lincoln Township, this county, and the partmcnt of Louisville University, where he prad. 
two latter are deceased. By the present marriage uated in 1869. He was admitted to practice Feb. 8, 
the children are Miles and Fred J. 186~, when but 1 g years of age, and prosecuted the 

July 4, I X6 [, Mr. Jakeway enlisted in Co. A, First business of an active attorney until he received hi, 
Mich. Vol. Inf., in the Army of the Potomac, and degree. In the same fall he came to Detroit and en. 
was taken prisoner in J lily, 1862 , <luring the seven- tered the office of his hrother-in-law, J. W. Long, then 
days battle at Gaines' Mill. After a confinement in fndian agent. J n 1871 he came to Mt. Pleasant 
Libby prison for five weeks, he was exchanged, amI and opened an office for the practice of his profession 
he was finally discharged at the hospital at Wash- combining this with dealings in real estate. He w~ 
in gton, D. C., by Dr. Starr, in the fall of 1862. In associated with S. J. Scott in the practice of law froID 
December, 1863, he re-enlisted, in the Sixth Heavy r873 to IX76, and from that date until June, 1882, 
Artillery, in the n epartment of the Gulf, under Gen. pursued his duties singly. He then became associ ... 
Banks. On his <lischarge, Sept. 5, 1865, he went to ted with CYrils KRussell, which relation existed un • 

. Ann Arbor, Mich. til March 4, [XX4, when his partner withdrew. 

In February, 1866, he came to this county and Mr. Graves has seen much public service in the 
bought 40 acres where he still resides. H e has con- affairs of his county. He was appointed Supervisor 
tinned to work at his trade, having built most of the of Isabc"lla Township in November, 187 I, to fill an 
hOllses in Mt. Pleasant up to 1875 . In J 874, his leg unexpired tenn. He was also Highway Commissioner 
was mashed, in the erection of J. Q. A. Johnson's of that township one term. In 1872 he was appointed 
block. He erected the first self-supporting bridge Prosecuting Attorney of Isabella County, to fill t~ 
across the Chippewa. Most of his land is improved, vacancy caused by the death of Albert Fox. and cfis,. 
by his sons. charged the duties of the position until Jan. I, I 

In regard to national issues Mr. Jakeway votes In 1876, and also in 1878, he was the candidate 
with the Democratic party. the l>emocratic ticket, in opposition to S. W. H()pil:illllt ,; 

for the position of Representative in the Legislature 
of "Michigan. He was appointed Village Attorney iD 
1883, and ·re-appointed in 11:84. In 1880 he was ap-

". ·ttl pointed Chief of the Fire Department, which , ~en.ry H. Graves, attorney at Mt. Pleasant, . 
,,' was born Jan. 12, 1847, in Warsaw, Ky. tion he ha~ filled continually to the present time. 

•• H e is a son of Lorenzo and Virginia(Hamp- H e was editor and proprietor of the Isabella 1,., 
ton) Graves. His father was an attorney and during the years 1877-8, and sold his journalistic 
died Feh. 13, 1873, at Warsaw. The mother terests to Major Long. He managed the paper 
is a native of Kentucky and resides at Mt. the interests of the National Greenback party, 

I'leasant with her daughter, Mrs. C. E. Westlake. its later proprietor has converted the sheet into a 
On the breaking out of the Southern insurrection the pUblican journal. 
family removed to Cincinnati, as they were not in Mr. Graves is a member of the Masonic fratermt.,. 
sympathy with the rebellion . Two daughters, now and belongs to Wabon Lodge, No. 305, at Mt. 
Mrs. J. W. Long and Mrs. John B. Doughty, were ant, and St. Louis (Gratiot Co.) Chapter, No. 87· 
placed at school in the Oxford Female College, at owns his residence at Mt. Pleasant and about 100 

Oxford, Ohio, and Mrs. Westlake at a preparatory in the village of Longwood, north. of the 
schoo!. Mr. Graves, of this sketch, only son, was place; also eight acres on section IS, of Union 

_ sent to the Miami University at Oxford. After the ship, which he designs converting into a vilileYlLI'CI. 
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..... d 'h 'n'pany that owns 1,200 • connecte Wit a co ,. 
lie IS f land in the counties of Leelanaw and Em. 
acres 0 

BleU. . of Mr Graves with Lulu B. Robin-
The marnage . . 

d April 18 187 I In Warsaw, Ky. She 
n aceurre " 

110 • that city and is the d a ughter of Frank 
was bo

r
M
n 

II1tl P Robinson. Mr. and Mrs. Graves s. and ar la . 
d 'x children two of whom a re dec~ased. have h:1 Sl, , . 

. b'th occurred as follows : J ames R., Apnl Their If s . 
.s, 1872; Henry, J an . 12, 1874, ~nd dl~d Nov. 30: 
87 6 ; Lulu, Aug. 18,1876; and dIed Oct. 14, 1883, 

~rchil>ald, June 17, 1878; Thurman, Dec. 3, 1880 ; 

Nellie, Marc!' 2Z, 1883. 

Struble, retired merchant, Salt River, 
is a son of John W. and Sarah (Laycock) 
Struble, who were natives of New Jersey, 

and settled first in MorrolV Co., O hio, where the 
former died, about J 834. The latter afterw1fd 
removed to Fulton Co., Ohio, and in 1861 died 

at the residence of her son H enry, in Williams 
County, that Sta te. Their family com prised seven 

children. 

40 acres in Chippewa Township, managed it about 
two years, sold, and moved to Salt River, where he 
has since resided. He was once elected Highway 
Commissioner fo r a term of three years, uut, on 
account of business, he resigned after one year. He 
has often been urged to accept various public trusts, 
but has generally refused such positions, never aspir­
ing to office. In national affairs he acts decidedly 
with the Republican party. He is a charter member 
of the blue 10dge of Freemasons at Salt River, also 
of the Royal Arch Chapters at Mt. 1)leasant and St. 
Louis, and of the Salt River Lodge of Odd Fellows. 

Mr. Stmble was first married, in Fulton Co., Ohio, 
to Miss Rebecca J., daughter of Barrett and Guthrie 
Murphy, who were natives of New England. Mrs . 
S. was born in Richland Co., Ohio. 

In this family were uorn three children, namely: 
Natha niel W., Rebecca J. and Sarah L.,-the la tter 
dying when 18 months old. Mrs. S. died in Fulton 
Co., Ohio, a nd Mr. S. was again married, in the same 
county, to Eliza, daughter of James H. Wickham. 
She was born in England. By this marriage, there 
a re four children, viz . : Catherine M ., Jason H ., 
Albert and Kenneth. 

The subject of this shtch was born in Morrow Co., 
Ohio, Nov. 18, 1824, and when ,ten years of age his 
(ather died; he remained at home with his mother 

uol'l of age, wa<k'og 'a< 'he" "'PI"'" 0' h" mo,h" 1!i'0I 
and the younger members of the family much of his il j e~~i~'C=I~n'~?:\~I~SI~~::e::1S f~)r~~I~r'n:~;t~:ul~~ 
time until 16 years of age. In the meantime he i l~l ~n~~ -,.j1 M . [ . . t C N Y N .Ji'2",·"' ··'" orns, ~Iv!ngs on 0., . ". o,v. 27, 
learned the tanller\ trade, and when of age he e lll- j! :',) rS3 r. Exceptlllg a few years spent In ,Canada 
barked in the btisiness with his brother William, in j ~ and Michig:ln, he rem ained a t .hom -:: with his 
Morrow County, and also in Willi a ms COllnty. The parents until 30 years old. Being the eldest 
partnership cuntinued about seven years; H enry of seven children, three boys a nd four girls, he had 
then carried on the bU3iness alone for about five in a great measure to care for them and a widowed 
years, when,on account of failing health, he aban- mother. 

cloned the vocation and engaged in the butcher's He was marri ed in 1855, to Miss Rhoda Ann 
business fur about four yea rs. He the n entered the Campbell, a nati ve of New York, who died at her 
mercantile trade, first in Fulton Cou nty and after- home in Allegany Co., N. Y., seven years afterward. 
wards in Williams Co., Ohio. In three or four years She had one child, Melvin, who was born May 27, 
lie sold out and returned to butchering for about 1857. Two years a ft er her death, Mr. S. came to 

= = 
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two years. Michigan a nd located a quarter of sectioll 3, Li llcoln 
In June, 1868, Mr. Struhle came to this county and Township. .Aug. 22, I R(i5, he w.as a.gain lIl,arried , in 115' 

emharked in mercantile business at Salt River, and, Coe TownshIp, thiS county, to MI SS Sarah J..., d a ugh- 1:11 
although he met with many heavy losses, he prose- ter of .Isaac E. a nd M ar.garet (Withulll.). H,unt, I., :lt ives ~,.~.' 
cutcd fl . I ' '. ~~ ) . a OUf\slIngtradeuntll 1874, whenhe suldout ofOlllo,wltere Mrs. S. was born, III BenJ1lll gto n, .:; 
to hIS son, N. W. Stn(lJle, and purcltas\;u a farm of Morrow County, J tin e 22, I S45. When JI) years of " 

~~ 
rj'(~nn l~nU;) ~ r;_::m~,)r- .. , .. t'1:" ~((V'e~j --~ 
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ISAHIUJ,A COUNTY. 

~~ age slit:! callie to this State, and dt:!voted some years 
~~ to teaching. Sht:! is a memoer of the Free Mdhodist 
~ IV 
,~Church. Their children are, Minnie M., oom Feb, 
'r 15, 1867; Hattie E., Ap;'il 14, 1873; and Floyd 1., 
t:) Sept. 6, 1881 . 

= = 
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Mr. Sanford has disposed of half his original pur­
chase, and improved 50 acres; has held the school 
offices of his township, and in politics is a decided 
Repuolican. 

Mr. Sanford's portrait is given on a previous page. 

.~~~illiam Horning, farmer on section 36, 
Vernon Townshi p, was born in Jefferson 

• Co., Pa., Nov. 14, 184R, and went with his 
parents when six years old to Nt:w York 

.; State; three years later, tu Lorain Co., Ohio; 
and in 11)66 to this county, locatin~ on the town­
ship and st:ction above mentioned. ] n 1874 

he purchased 40 acres of land, all wild, and of this 
tract three-fourths is now cleared and under cultiva­
tion; and he has also erected good farm buildings. 

Jan. r, 1876, in this county, he was united in mar­
riage with Miss Angie Matthews, who was born in 
Richland Co., Ohio, Nov. 8, 1857, and came to 
Isabella in 1874. Two children have been born: 
Quincy E., Jan . 27, 1877; and Myrtie M ., Nov. 27, 
1879. 

In political faith, Mr. H. is a zealous Republican . 

~ames Kinney, farmer, section 3, Isabella 
""" Township, was born in St. Nicholas, Prov­

ince of Quebec, Canada, June 7, 1856. 
While quite young he accompanied his parents 
to Cornwall, Ont., and there lived for seven 
years. From Cornwall the family moved to 

Dickinson's Landing, Stormont Co., Can., taking 
James with them. He lived with his p.Hents in this 

.~ county, assisting his fath er in the maintenance of 1 the family and receiving the advantages of the com­
';';.,,! mon schools, until he attained the age of J 6 years . 
(;: P On arriving at this age, Mr. Kinney left the parental 
:;~ home and engaged to learn the art of cooking, which 
''(0-) he readily acquired and full owed, being engaged as 
\..:. cook in IUllloer camps a number of years. 

f.. 

J n the fall of I g7 4. Mr. Kinney carne to this 
ty and purchased J 20 acres of land on sections 
and 10, Isabella Township. He did not settle 
this land until the spring of 1881, when he 
on 40 acres of the original 120 he had purchased. 
He has cleared and illl proved 36 acres of the 40 and 
the remaining 84 acres is heavily timbered. 

On the 14th of November, 1881, Mr. Kinney 
united in marriage at Mt. Pleasant, this county, 
Miss Mary, daughter of James and Alice(McHa 
Fitzgerald, natives of Ireland. Her father died in 
Evart, Osceola Co., this State, and her mother lives in 
Deerfield Township, this county. Mary was b"m in 
Ontario, March I I, 1863, and came to this county 
with her parents, where she has constantly resided 
since 1878. The husband and wife are the parents 
of two children; Frederick J., born Aug. I, 188a 
and Ellen I,., horn Dt:!c. 23, 1883. They are both 
memhers of the F.oman Catholic Church, and have 
heen connectell with the same from childhood. Po.: 
litically Mr. Kinney is a ])emocrat. 

mos F. Albright, farmer, section 24, 
. more Township, was born May 15,1801, in 

~. 'EiJ Seneca, N. Y. His parents were natives . 
~~i~ Germany; and the son is the sole survivor of: 
ilG a large family. While he was a babe, his parent .. 

removed to Genesee Co. N. Y., where he re­
mained a resident until he was 31 years old. 

In 1832 Mr. Albright went to Ross Co., Ohio, wherq 
he resided four years. While there he buried hi. 
first wife, two children, mother and brother. H. 
was a miller and millwright by trade, and he 
and owned several mills in Michigan. He went 
Oakland Co., Mich., in 1836. where he remained un­
til 1838. His next remove was to Livingston County. 
this Statl::. He built there a fiouring mill, whicb 
proved an unfortunate investment, and, not long af­
ter his property passed out 'of his hands he went to 
Davi sonville, Oakland Co., where he remained two 
years, going thence to Northville, Mich. While liv­
ing there he buried his second wife. He made an­
other remove to Milford, where he built a f10urinl 
mill. He next went to Linden, Genesee Co., Micb., 
where he spent a year occupied in building a grist­
llIill. In I gG4 he became Superintendent of the 

~;'~~A r.~~ . ,~ E~~~/r ~'r'::' 'i''®------~ 
~ .. ,. :.J . 
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-===:=ent mills at Indian Village in Isabella they still reside . . Mrs. B. was born in the same 1J..') 

ISABELLA COUNTY. 

Govern hl'cll furnished the milling supplies for the county, May 30, 1847. The children of Mr. and ,(I ') 
County, w . "1 8 ·;;t · 

H perated III tllat Cal)aCl ty untl I 70, Mrs. B . • ue: George L., Annie E., James E., Ida ,,, 
Indianls. t:r~d a homestead claim of 80 acres and May and Harvey R. Onedied in infan cy. The par- t 
.ben Ie en . ' . 

. d >voted his attention to fan1l1 ng. ent~ are of the Methodist persuas ion, and In politics 
bas stnce ~ . ' 1M' 

Aluright was married in 1822 toOhve Whee er, r. B. IS a Republican. 

b M:hOOl he had six children. Three ~f these ~llet 
.Jtb death by accident, one by .sc::tI?lIlg, OI~~ . by 

. nd one by laudanum pOls011lng. HI' sec-drowntng a . 

d I'age to Miss Marietta Blackman, OCCUTTl?d 
on man, .' . 
. 8 The issue of thiS union was fOllT children, 
tn I 37· . I' f ' I I I f I 
b ngest of whom lost hIS Ie 111 tIC Jatt eo LIe 

t e you . ' '. 
Wilderness. The thad marriage of Mr. All.HJ~ht oc-
curred in 1846, and his wife Lllre him seven children. 
He is a Baptist in religious conncction and a ze~llous 
Republican in politics. One of the most promment 
positions of his life was that of member of the con­
vention at Jackson, Mich., when the Republican 
party was organized. He has held several local offi­

cial positions. 

Button, farmer, section 9, Deerfield 

Township, is a SOil of Ethan and Lois 
(Beels) Button, the iormer a native of St. 

Lawrence Co., N. Y ., and the latter of Connec­
ticut. They first settled in Oswego Co., N. Y ., 
where the former died, May 26, 18G2 The 

widow afterward callle to tllis cO llnty, and died All g. 
2, 1879, at the residence of her son El.han, in I leer­
field Township. In this family were 14 children, 
seven of whom grew up, six . sons and o ne dallghter. 

The subject of this sketch was the 13th in the 
above mentioned family. He was bom in Oswego 

Co., Jan. 22, 1843, educated at the common school, 
and at IS years of age was employed on the Erie 
Canal, where he continued for IS seasons. He then 
settled on a farm in Oswego County, which he had 
purchased some time pre viollsly, and whi ch he car­

ried on for two seasons, and then exchanged it, in 
1878, for a quarter of section 9, Deerfield Township, 
this county, where he resides. He has since bought 
and sold different tracts of land, but he still OI\I1S 

160 acres, 22 of which is subdued to cultivation. 

In Oswego Co., N. Y., Jan. 8, 18(iS, Mr. Button 
lIlanied Miss Eunice, daughter of Lorenzo and A n­
nelle (Porter) Bartlett, natives of that county, where 

A~bany Co., N. Y. , Sept. 4, 182 r, and was a physi­
cian by profession, graduating in 1848, at the Wood­

stock (VI.) Medical College. He died Jan. 23, 186S, 
in the city of Philadelphia. His mother was born 

Nov. 12, 1830, in Norfolk Co., Va., and is now living ) 

in Berkeley, in that county. '" 
When he was less than two years old the parents 01 ' ~ 

Mr. Cox went to Southampton Co., Va. He attended 
Co\~lmon schools until he was about 14 years old, 
when he came to Michigan and entered the drug ~~ 
store of his uncle, \)r. W . G. Cox, at Ypsibnti. He ;.::; 
remained there five years, meanwhik attending the '\ 
Department of Pharmacy at the University llf Michi- ( ,; 

gan, one term . }\ IJout 1872 he opened a drug store 
in Detroit, whi c h he cuntillued to Ill a na ge 18 months. 
Ire went thence to Howard City, Munl.calill CUlInty, 
where he was silllibrly en[!;<lf!,ed two years, after 
which he went to Norfolk, Va., and was employed ill 

that ci ty fou r years as a clerk. J n April, r 87 9, he 
entered the naval service of the United States, ell­
listing at Norfolk for special duty as first-class apothe-
cary. He officiated in that capacity three years, and 
carne thence to Milan, Monroe Co., Mic higan, where 
he opened a dTllg store. He continued in business 

there eight months, when he returned to Norfolk and 
spent two years as a clerk. In February, 1884, he 
opened his present business at Mt. Pleasant, where 
he is 1l0W meeting with satisfactory success. Mr. 

Cox is a member of the Order of Knights of Pythias, 
the American Legion of Honor, Chosen Friends and ~ 
Knights of Maccabees. ~ 
Hi~ marriage to Mary E. Winnigder took place in " 

@ Berkeley, Va., Oct. 16,1879. She was born May 17, 
T 8S 9, in Portsmouth, Va., and is the dau ghter of J:lcob " . 

.r.S"::-
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~ and Virginia (Smith) Winnigder. The children of Mr. seven years. He was on the" Black Swan" 
~i and Mrs. Cox were born as foll()w~: Clarence n., in she slink ncar Cleveland, in lXCi2, and escaped + Portsmouth, Va., Nov. 18, 188o, and William G., hurt with the rest of the crew. The succeediog 
T Nov. 9, 1883, in Berkeley, Va. years he was emjJloyed in a vineyard on the banks 

Lake Erie; and in August, 1865, he selected 
county as his permanent home. The following 
he bought 40 acres on section 13, Vernon. This 
did not occupy; but he afterwards bought 40 
on section 36, where he has since resided, and 
improved the whole tract. 

~. 
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eorge E. Dixon, farmer on section 8, Den­

ver Township, is a son of Joseph and Eliz­
abeth (Summons) Dixon, natives of Ireland, 

who emigrated to Quebec in 1843 and lived 
there till their death. He was born in Quebec, 

June 23, 1847, and when quite young went to live 
with an uncle in Petersboro Co., C. W., where he 
remained three years. He came to Saginaw in 1865 
and was employed in a saw-mill about three years. 
He then spent a year in Manitoba, and returning to 
Saginaw was employed on the river handling logs 
most of the time until January, 1882. He then came 
to Isabella County and settled on Xo acres of wild 
land in Denver Township, which he had Lought the 
year previous. He built a good log house and other 
buildings, and now has 25 acres cleared. 

He was married in Saginaw City, Nov. 25, r875, 
to Miss Mary A., daughter of Richard and Mary 
(Raggart) Pearson, natives of Ireland. Sht: was 
born in Canada, Sept. 25, 185 I, and is the mother of 
one son, George E. 

Mr. Dixon is politically a RepUblican. He and 
wife are members of the Episcopal Chmch. 

eorge B. Horning, farmer and carpenter, 
residing on section 36, Vernon Township, 

" was born in Oswego Co., N. Y., March 20, 
1846, and is a son of Adam N. and Mary A. 
(Waldon) Horning, natives of New York, and 
of German-English descent. Mr. Horning, 

Sr., was by occupation a farmer, moved when George 
was very young to Lorain Co., Ohio, and after several 
other moves died, in Texas, in 188o. His wife died 
in this county, in 1872. 

The subject of this biography lived with his par­
ents, attending the school and growing up after the 
manner of most farmers 'ions until 18 years of age. 

He then followed the lakes as a sailor for al.lout 

He was married Aug. 19, 1870, in Vernon 
ship, this county, to Catherine Curtis, daughter 
Henry and Margaret (Miller) Curtis, natives 
Ontario, Can., where the daughter also was 
Oct. 10, 1853. Losing her father when two · 
old, she lived with her mother until her 
coming to this State when II years old. Three 
dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. H., only one 
whom is living. Irvin W. was born March 21, I 

and Myrtle A. was born Oct. 25, [879, 
Mr. If. is a member of Clare Lodge, No. 333.l 

O. F., and is politically an earnest Republican. 
has been School Inspector, Highway 
two terms and Justice of the· Peace. This last 
he has held fOllT years. 

homas McGuire, farmer, section I I, 

more Townshi p, was born March 10. I 

in Canada. His parents, Charles and 
becca (Boyd) McGuire, are natives of 
and reside in Ontario, Can. Mr. McGuire 
sided with his parents until he was of age, 

when he began his struggle in life on his own 
sibility, he engaged in lumLering, in which he 
terested five years. At the expiration of that 
he removed to Saginaw, where he was engaged 
similar business ten years. About 1873 he PUlrcruU411 
80 acres of land in Isabella County, of which he 

I 
possession Oct. 13, 187 o. At the time he 
upon it, it was wholly unimproved, but diligent 

I
· persistent labor has placed 55 acres in 

farming condition. Mr. McGuire is a Democrat 
political connection. 

I His marnage to Sarah McKnight occurred 
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;8 .. - _;;~:L::i,i:o~r~s" I'~" years,af~e'~ which, in hiS'.,) 3' -~sty,>,:~~j =- Sh was born April 10, 1858, and is the * 
'4, 18

7
8
. f ;amuel and Mary (Mills) McKni~ht. moved to Michigan, arriving in West Bay City May JI/ 

daughte~ °only' child, was born Nov, 12, 1879. 3, 1865. where he resided five years, and in South r 
Robert ., Hay City, nearly five years; in 1874 he callie to this 1-. 

-t--~~4?--~.r..t.--+- county, where. on section 3, he has since resided as (j 

a farmer, except one year at Day City. When he 

ewis C. Ha.wkins, farmer on section 7, 
Denver Township, is a son of Jaco~ . and 
Margaret Hawkins, natives of Steuben and 

Dutchess Cos., N. Y. His father died in Wayne 

C MI'ch Oct 15 1861, and his mother yet 0., " . , 

survives. 
The subject of this sketch was born in Wayne Co., 

Mich., Oct. 14, ,835· He attended the common 
!Chools in his youth and lived in his native coullty 
until 26 years old, employed in farming. He after­
wards removed to Ingham County, where he worked 
at different occupatiolls nearly 17 years. He then 
lived a short time in Kent County, and in November, 
1876, he came to Isabella County and bought Ro 

acres where he has since lived. He has about 35 
acres improved. 

He was married in Ingham County, Mich., Oct. 
13, 186r, to Emily, daughter of Alexander and Emily 
(Bailey) Moore, he a native of Ireland and she of 
the State of New York. Mrs. Hawkins was born in 
SchuylerCo., N. Y., Feb. 14,1846, and is the mother 
oCone son, Claud L., born March 4,1878. 

Mr. H. has been Township Treasurer two years, 
Justice of the Peace four years, Supervisor three 
years, and has held various school offices. He is 
the present Supervisor of Denver. He enlisted 
Aug. 7.1862, in the 24th Mich. Vol. Inf.,andserved 
till Dec. 31, of the sallle year. He was honorably 
discharged for disa~ilit}'. 

made his present location the only white men within 
six miles were two lumbermen; 50 that he is truly a 
pIOneer . . 

Sept. 27, 1853, Mr. Phillips married Miss Jane 
Alexander, who was born in Ontario, Can., Nov. J2, 
1836. Eight children have been born in this family, 
six sons and two daughters, namely: Joseph, William 
Henry, Thomas Albert, Frankie and Annie, living; 
Mary Jane died March 27, 1865; Edmond (" Eddie "), 
in March, d)72; an infant died at Lirth . 

"1 f o~~o • 14- • 
>J! :lli 
r<Cl~r'~ illia.m I . Simmons, general farmer, section 
~ ~ 13, Lincoln Township, was bf)fn in Novi, 

• _ ~v' : Oakland Co., Mich., May 22, 1851. His . ~ _r father, Richmond c., was Lorn in Wayne 
\ County, Mich., of New England ancestry, 
and has ever Leen identified with the agricul­

tllTal interests of Wayne and Oakland' Counties; is 
one of the most prominent farmers' of his county. 
His grandparents were people of unusual force of 
character, and possessed a large amount of property ' 
in Wayne County, this State. His mother, Huldah 

, (?lee Power) Simmons, is a native of the Empire 
I State, of New England ancestry, and is still living, in 
. Oakland Co., Mich. 
! The subject of this sketch is the eldest of four 
: children,-three sons and one daughter; lived with 
I • 

I his parent.s until 30 years of age; was educated at 
I the Northville union school, at Ypsilanti, Pontiac and 
i Ann Arbor. During the summer he worked 'on his ' 

father's farm until he was 20 years of age, when he 
homas Phillips, farmer, section 3, Deer- began teaching in the public schools. He graduated 

field Township, was born in Ontario, Can., at the State Normal School at Ypsilanti in 18,72, and 
Oct. 3, 1834; his father, Matthew Phillips, ; until 1882 he alternated between teaching and at­

was a native of Pennsylvania, and died when : tending college. His last school was in the district 
he (Thomas) was a year and a half old. The where he now lives. He has had two union schools, 
latter was adopted by William Cosgrove, of namely, a t Farmington, Oakland Co., Mich., and at 

West Gillensbury, Ontario, Can., and lived with him Pewamo, Ionia County. He is a member .of ·the 
until 15 years old. The next four years he worked Presbyterian Church, and in politics is a Repuh-
by the month, after which he cultivated a rented . lican. 
~ . 

ann for five years. He then was employed by the Sept. R, 1880, in Plymouth Township,. Wayne Co., 

( . 
• \# . 

= = 
~. 
i(f,tI = = 
~ 

r&~ ~~~:Jl~----~-....j;0...;~.-}~>(~U" ·~'Dnf)A-43~~ -",,~.~~~~~;~ 



[~'~r0~~p~- ~~~ C;\('(-~nn ,:«nn~)'V{-3 ~~~---

ti' ::Ch, ~,: s~m"'o", wae ",,,ri,d to Mi,:·:::::A ~~;:::~~:~d -~' -fi'~; :~~,p hi, '''~,"ce 
~ daughter of John and ~arah (Cumming) Shoesmith, Marshall, Mich., where he spent six months 
.;t. natives respectively of England and Canada, and of and chopping. At the expiration of that time 
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English ancestry, who now reside in Ingham Coun- went to ])etroit and worked for a butcher 
ty, this State. Mrs. S. was horn at Almont, Lapeer months . In January, [866, he purchased 80 acres 
Co., Mich., Jan. r, 1857, where she lived until six land in I sabella County, whither he remOved 
years old, and then went to Wayne County, where family Oct. 1,1868. Not long afterward he 
she grew tip and was educated. She is a member of a claim of 80 acres under the provisions of the 
the Regular Baptist Church. Mr. and Mrs. S. have stead Act near the land he purchased and where 
one child, Floy L., born May 2, 188 2. has since resided. He is one of the earliest 

ames Reed is a fa rmer of Wise Township, re­
siding on section 16. He is a native of the 
Dominion of Canada, where he was born 

in October, 1842 . His parents, James and 
Margaret (Erwin) Reed, were born in Ireland 
and e migrated to Canada, where the father 

died, in J 842. The mother still survives 
Mr. Reed remained in his native province of 

Lower Canada until 14 years old, and then in Upper 
Canada until J866, when he came to St. Clair Co., 
Mich., and resided there 12 years, on a farm of 40 
acres which he owned. In November, 1877, he sold 
his property and came to Isabella County. He re­
sided some time at Loomis, but eventually bought a 
farm in Denver Township. On this he pursued 
agriculture about fOllT years, when he bought 120 
acres of improved and in Wise Township. He has 
cleared about 18 acres. In politics Mr. Reed IS a 
Republkall. 

He was marri<:d March 25, 1864, in the coullty of 
Victoria, Can., to Sarah A. Hook. They have had 
ten childre n, eight living . Robert E., William J., 
Charles W. , M argaret J., James H., Almina M., 
Albert Allen and Alice Ann. The two last named 
are twins. Mary R. and an infa nt are deceased. 

ill Nov<:m-

of Gilmore Township, and has held various 
shi p offic<:s. 

Mr. Phillips was married July 5, r861, to 
Jane, daughter of Isaac P. Terry. She was 
Nov. 28. 1844. Follo\\ing is the record of the 
children Lorn of this union: Mary E. was born 
I, 186-t; George Edwin , May 14, 1866; Emma 
trude, born April 26, 1868; Francis Warren, 
24, 1874; Joseph Henry was born Nov. 7, 1862, 
di ed May I, 1877. Thomas A. was born May 
1866, and died June 25, 1870. 

eorge M. Quick, carpenter and I 
resident a t Loomis, was born April 23, 1 

in Canada, and is a son of James 
Sarah J. (Loranay) QuiLk. His parents 
natives of Pennsylvania. 

The first 20 years of the life' of Mr. 
were passed in his nativ<: pla~e, and during that 
he atteilded school, work<:d at f,trming and was 
occupied in hlmbering. At the age mentioned he 
to the city of New York, where he remained 
three months, and at the end of that time he 
to Saginaw County, Mich. He spent three years 
in lumbering, a nd in 1863 he went to Kentucky 
other Southern States in the employ of the 
States Government, and worked as a carpenter 
two years, when he returned to Saginaw County 
for a few months followed his trade there. He 
thence to Grand Haven, Ottawa'County, 
remained until 186g. In that year he again 
to Saginaw County. In the spring of 18p he 
to Isabdla County and located at Loomis, 
has since resided with the exception of 18 
which he spC'nt in Saginaw County and the 
counties of Michigan. Since he became a 

---~ a "t:~nn ,:"J."" 'DU~~, -~-- -.-:l?~1t\ " 5 "" '0 IIIV , . ~ -.~.-



''';-;1 Co.> ;,:"nn '~' nn' ~_________ 9\.li- __ 0--; ~~~C~ I :~"i'" o 'ivo -.:Dt ~:i'V 0 ~~~- ..,~~,,-(v \I't!~' 

ISABELLA COUNTY. 
-, 

30 3 "'"\ 
~-= __ =-_" ,,- c: 

- ,'s lIe has bet:1I occupied as a carpenter and 
of Loom 
1 mberllli n. ., 
U Q l'lck belongs to the Democratic party 111 [>01-

ldr. I .' ',1' 1'[ d 00 He has been promll1ent tn pUu IC I e an 
ItiCSofirst elected Supervisor of Wise Townshil~ in the 
~ f ,873, He served one year, and tn the 
Ip~ng Of 87 6 was re-elected and continued in the 
Ipnng ° I r 
o b cy of that office until the spring of 1881. 
IDClIm en " . ! 

b been Hio-hway CommISSIOner two years"Jus, 
He as" . 
rice of the Peace two ye.ars, all~ . 1n 1I876'1\lvalsladP-

0nted Notary P,;blic, whIch pos,tlon 1e Stl 10 s. 
potH 0 a member of the Masonic Order and belongs e IS . 

Waubon Lodge, No. 305, at LoomIS. 
~ . E S . He was married March 10, ,865, 111 ~ast agll1aw, 
~ Abby A., daughtel of Russell al:d Loretta (Fan-

-cher) Lytle. The parents were nall ves of the Statt: 
of New York, and the daughter was born Jan . 14, 

.8411, in Shiawassee Co., Mich , Of five children born 
to them three are living,- Eflie M., Charles M. and 
Ella J.. Martha J. and Vida are deceased . 

ames ]~. Bush, farlller and proprietor of the 
"Half-Way House," IJetween Clare and 
Mount Pleasant, at present residing on 

section 10, I sabella Township, was born in 
Petersboro Coo, OnL, June 25, ,837 . He is 
the oldest of a family of nine children, and 

was reared on the farm, assisting his father in the 
maintenance of the family. He remained under the 
parental roof-tree until he attained the agt: of man­
hood, when he en'gaJ2:ed on a steamhoat and soon 
became a pilot on a Rice Lake boat, which position 
he held for ten years. 

Among the reminiscences of his life duri ng his 
wocation as a pilot, he relates that on one occasion a 

~)) 

Three years aftt:r the death of his father, Mr. Bush '~. 
brought his mother, hrothers and sisters to this State .0 !~ ... 
and located in Miuland County. At this time he ~ ,;.~ 

became prolJrietor of the I, Half-Way House" between 
Midland City and Mt. Pleasant, and for six years \~) 
successfully conducted the same. At the expiration 
of that time he went to Clare, Clare County, and es­
tablished the first hotel ever built in that place. At 
this period in the life of Mr. Bush he received a very 
severe injury, which was undoubtedly the cause of 
his mother's death and came very near costing him 
hi., life. He was at Mt. Pleasant, and while there 
and engaged in moving a house, a be8.m struck him, 
breaking his jaw and also his shoulder. Few men 
could have received the injury he did and recover, 
and to his hardihood and iron constitution he is in­
debted for his life. 

In December, 1873, he came to this county and 
located on section 10, Isabella Township, and en­
tered at once on the laborious task of improving his 
land, The purchase he made was all wild land-a 
forest-and with his usual energy and perseverance 
he 'entered 011 the arduous though pleasant task of 
clearing anu improving it, determined to make a 
permanent home for himself and family . 

Mr. Blish was united in marriage at Sidney, Ont., 
Dec. 23, 1873, to Miss Nancy J. Hanna, a native of 
the same county in which Mr. B. was born, aDd of <. :> 

Scotch extraction. She was born Aug. 5, 1839, and 
lived with he r parents until the date of her marriageo 
Mrs. Bush is th e mother of five children horn to her 
hushand. The living art: Jerry '1'., horn Nov. 25, 
187.1; and Emily J., Sept. 28, 1882. Mary J., James 
H. and Hattie M. arc deceased , The husband and 
wife are members of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Episcopal Churches respectively, and in politics Mr. 
B. is a RepUblican. 

Ildy passenger missed her footing and fell into the ..... ~~*:¢>:(¢:#:¢~ 
lake, and he, being a good swimmer, jumped in and rr .... ·~ 
ftlCuetl her from a watery grave. On another occa- oaf,,' , " ~ '~" harles W . Robir, son, fanner and ll1er-
.,-having from boyhood turned his attention to ~I ~l chant, section 23, Rolland Township, is a 

ulic and hecome proficient in the lise of the violin, ~ :~. ~on of Harton C. and Henrietta (Ransford) 
.- ,",iI" a 1.11').:" .1,1111',' W . I~ ill \'r,'p~'%. he hq'::111 pb\"- ', ,~) Rohin';"I1, nati\"\:',; of Ohio, His father, an . , 
'"K "II his "iolill in the' in\llll'di,ltl' Il<'i..:,hh,'rhu..lll. ,In,1 ,, ~~: :I~riculturist, \:'migratc:d to Gilead, Branch Co" ( ,>~" 

lOll the h.II\ was \,I( ',I1l:,I, :llld the'd:lllcc:r,; stood ~lich., and afterward to Calhoun County, ;~~ 
listening to the sweet m\l~ic of om subject's skillful where he now resides, in the city of Marshall, en- ~ 
perfonnance rather than keep time to that of a first- gaged in gardening for the city. His mother died i n (~) 
daas string band which was playing for them. 1859, in Branch County. < 
'!~'~~----~ ~~.r1r1N)o.~,.t1U~.·~_~," --- ' ~)~(H~ '~~ 1,,:r~I~~ -~~ uu u ~ ~- • ;.',"" V ~~~, ;.lI 
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. Mr. R. was born Aug. 22, 1852, in the last named 

. county; was nine years old when the family returned 
to CalilOun County; was in Iowa two years; then in 
Branch County a year; th~n worked on a farm in 
St. Joseph County four years, and finally came to 
this county, settling on 80 acres of section 23, where 
he now resides; but half of !his he has since sold. 

Politically, Mr. R. is a Republican, and he has 
held the official position of Cons' able. 

In 1875, Mr. H.ohinson married Elizaheth Kreigh­
baum, who was born May 25. 1858, a daughter of 
George and Caroline (Dougherty) Kreighbaum, 
natives of Ohio. Her l110ther died in 1876. in this 
'county; herJather, who has been a farmer and a 
carpenter, is still living with this family. Mr. and 
-Mrs. R . have three children, namely: Charles H ., 
born March 29, 1877 ; George F., May 28, I il7 9; and 
Barton, July 7, 188 J. 

C. Cope, farmer on section 9, Vemon 
Townsliip, was I,orn ill Brant Co., Ont., 
Feb. 7, 183 [ ; and is the son of David and 

Amanda (Patrick) Cope, natives of Canada and 
New York. The parents are yet living in Brant 

County, aged respectively 85 and X3. They 
have reared six children,-Melinda M., Frances L., 
Charlotte c., Ransom M., Jonas C. and Lewis C. 
All are living and reside in Ontario, with the excep­
tion of Ransom M., who served four years in the 
army and now lives in Nebraska, and Jonas c., the 
subject of this sketch. The father of the family is 
worth about $[5,000, and his sons are well-to-do 
farlllers. 

The subject of this shtch attended school and 

fall of 1873 he came to this county and settled 
160 acres, the northeast quarter of section " V 
Township. This farm, covered with an 
forest, he had purchased in 1869. By industry 
perseverance, he has redeemed a large portion of 
farm to a condition of usefulness, has erected 
buildings, and is now beginning to reap the 
of his labor. 

He was married in Romeo, Macomb Co., 
Jan. [, [856, to Miss Orpha Beagle, who was 
in that county April 19,1837. Her parellts, 
n. and Salomi (I nman) Beagle. were natives of 
England, followed farming, and died in this 
the mother in 1839 and the father in 1878. 
Cope lived with her father and step-mother until 
riage, receiving a good English education. 
ing is the record of the children of this 
Rosetta M. E ., born June 4,1858; Charles D. 
])ec. 29, J 85 I); Elb A., May 4, 1865; Lewis 
lin, Nov. 2 r, 1866: Ransom M. W., Dec. 3 1, I 

and Cora E., Nov. 30,1 X7 I. The two deceased 
a child which (lied in infallcy; and George A" 
Nov. 2[, IX61, and died Oct 22,1863. Rosetta 
E . was married Jan. J, 1878, to John A. 
fanner of Vernon Township. Charles D. M. is 
ployed in a mill at Mt. Pleasant. 
home. 

Mr. and M r~. C. are members of the Free M 
ist Church, wilh which dellomination he has 
long connected. He filled the pulpit for ten 
Ht" is politically an "Andrew Jackson 
Being no office-seeker, he has invariably 
the positions of trust and honor which have been 
dered him. 

worked 011 his father's farm until r 6 years old, when imothy Dingman, farmer, section 
he apprenticed himself to Messrs. Fisher &:McQues- hella Township, was born in Lexl~lgt.311 

tion, of Hamilton, Ont., to learn the trade of llIolder. Co., Ont., June 15, 1834. His 
After serving his time (four years), he came to· this died when Timothy was only two years 
State, first locating at Romeo, Macomb County. and he went to live with his uncle in 
Here, for some five years, he worked at carpentry, umberland County. He remained witli 

·~r which he had learned without special preparation. uncle, working on the farm and a portion of the 
~~t Returning to Ontario, he lived nine years more in attending the common schools; until he attained 

~
' his native country, working at the same trade. In age of 14 years. On arriving at this age, Mr. 

C!:) April, 1869, he came to Ovid, Clinton County, and Illan went to work in the lumber woods, which 
", for the next four years he carried on farilling, III the tion he continued until 26 years of age. He 
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Clearfield Co. Pa., and there engaged in the 

.,ent 0 ' 
same occupation for one yea.r, when he went to 
... r. Falls and ran a saw-mIll for five years. 
f'llagara . . . o leaving Niagara Falls, Mr. DIngman callie to 

. ~tate and settled in Ovid, Clinton County. Five 
thIS I" later, in r 87 3, he came to t lIS county and alter 
years d h" f .. . 

r at Mt Pleasant. rente t e poor 'lrm, wlllch 
ay~ . • 
be cultivated for three years with a moderate ifegree 
of success. Leaving that farm, he moved to I~1.bel\a 
Township. He had purchased 40 acres on section 26, 
• J 87 3, and in 1874 purchased 40 acres on section 
an .' I that township, and It was on thIS and he moved ::d began the arduous task of improving it. The 
land was heavily timbered, a perfect forest; and yet, 
having a firm faith in the futme development of the 
county and the neighborhood, the enormous alllount 
of labor necessary to clear and improve it did not 
daunt him. He has battled against obstacles and 
trials, and now has 40 acres of his land under a good 
ltate of cultivation. He has met with considerable 
disaster, his house, which cost him $1,000, having 
been destroyed by fire May 23, [883, with almost all 
his household goods; and yet he never gave way to 

despair. but went manfully to work and soon had the 
burnt structure replaced. His energy and persever­
ance, coupled with integrity and fair dealing, has 
given him a prominence in his township, and his 
prosperity in the face of adversity has demonstrated 
his right to be denominated one of the progressi ve 
farmers of the township. 

Mr. Dingman was united in marriage, May 7, 
1865. with Miss Maggie J. McKnight, a native of 
Ireland, where she was born Oct. IS, [846 : When 
Iix years of age her father emigrated to Canada. 
Mrs. Dingman, though young when she crossed the 
waters, remembers well the seven-weeks voyage. A 
terrible storm arose and ciaylight was almost dark­
ened by the overhanging clouds, when the vessel 
became disabled by losing her main-mast, bulwarks 
and cook's cabin. The storm came on with al\ its 
fury, and the Captain said" One more wave and we 
thall all be lost!" The passengers fell on their knees, 
and then, in the center of the mighty ocean and in 
the midst of the raging elements, offered their united 
~~y.ers to the Ruler of the Universe for deliverance. 

. elf prayers were heard, and the disabled vessel 1rlth . . , 
. ItS. thankful passengers, landed safely at its 

destinatIon. 

Mrs. Dingman remained with her father in Canada 

--~ 

until 17 years of age, when she went to Niagara Falls . 
On ani val at that place she engaged to learn the 
profession of dress-maker. She acquired the knowl­
edge of that art and followed the same for 16 years . 
In 1868 they returned to Canada, but did not n'main 
long, believing they could do !.Jetter in the" States;" 
and the following year, 1869, they moved to this 
State and settled at Ovid, Clinton County. 

The husband and wife are the parents of three 
children, born and named as follows: Ida K ., April 
13, [867; Lorena E. M., April 23, 1869; Harry J., 
Aug. 12, 1875. The father and mother are both 
connected with the Presbyterian Church, and are 
respected and esteemed citizens of their township. 

Mr. Dingman, politically, is a Democrat. He has 
been honored with the district offices of his township, 
and is prominent for the stand he takes in the advo­
cacy of temperance. He is a member of the 1. O. 
O. F. Lodge, No. 97, Ovid, Mich. 

-t--~~*-?+.-;-

~!l.f'u"lf',rillill.m H. Whitaker, Justice of the Peace 

. J -~ in Broomfield Township, and farmer on 
~ ~r section 2 3, is a son of William and Lepha 

N _ (Morrison) Whitaker, natives of New York. 
. \ The father was born in Hamilton County, 

April 26, 1804, came to Michigan in 1854, and 
is now living in the State of Indiana. His wife was 
born in [802, and died in Branch County, this 
State, in 1866. 

Then son William was born June 24, 1833, in 
Hamilton Co., N. Y., and attended school until 16 
years old. He then came at that age to Branch 
Co., Mich., and worked by the month one year. He 
then shipped on board the barque Samuel Thomas, on 
which he sailed six years. During this time he "isit­
ed Africa, the Western Islands, West Indies, and Cape 
Verde Islands, and landed at New Mattipoisett, 
Mass., in Sept., [85[, after a three years' trip. Re­
shipping on the same vessel, they visited nearly the 
same places, and went on a whaling expedition, cap­
turing a great number of those animals. After a trip 
of three years and four days, he landed once more at 
the same place. He then shipped at New Bedford 
as second mate of the "Oliver Crocker," also a whaler. 
This voyage lasted four years and nine days, and 
took them through the Indian Ocean, China Sea, to 
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New Zealand and Australia. He carne to thi s county 

in 1879. 
'He was married in the State of New York, Feb. 14, 

1859. to Miss Mary Steele, who was born April I, 

1843, in Fulton Co., N. Y., the daughter of Simon 
and Amy (Van Wa rt) Steele, natives of New York . 
Mr. S. was born in 1805, and died in 1877 . Mrs. S. 
was born in 1806 and died in 1865. Mr. and Mrs. 
Whitaker 11ave three daughters,-Mary B., born June 
26, I86!; Lydia M., Nov. 18, 1862; and Hattie, born 
March IS, 1876. 

Mr. Whitaker has held the office of Justice of the 
Peace, and is now Drain Commissioner, to which 
office he was elected in the year 1882. He is a Re­
publican, and a member of the I. O. O. F. In 1864 
he enlisted in the Union Army, and was assigned to 
the navy, on board the monitor Mahopac. This 
vessel was engaged at the battle of Fort Fisher, N. C. 
He was discharged at City Point, Va., Nov. 26, 
1864, for disability caused in the line of duty. 

We take pleasure in adding Mr. Whitaker's por­
trait to the" art gallery" of this ALBUM, as that of an 
exemplary citizen ofIsabella County. 

ohn A. Wolfe, farmer on section 2, Broom-
eld, is a son of Eli and Nancy (Allen) 
olfe, natives of New Jersey and Pennsyl­

The parents were born respectively in 
1806 and ,8'4. and mad their home in New 
Jersey, where the father died in I X76, and 

where the mother yet lives. 
Mr. Wolfe was born May 10, IS34, in Warren Co., 

N. J ., and lived at home until 23 years old. He was 
at that age, Aug. 30, 1856, married to Miss Harriet 
Garrison, who was born July I!, 1839, in Sussex Co., 
N. J ., the daughter of Henry and Mary A. (Brush) 
Garrison, natives of New Jersey. After marriage, 
Mr. W. lived in his native state until 1867. then was 
seven years in Ionia County, this State, and then 

. moved on his present 80 acres, of which 40 are im-
~ " proved. 
1. Mr. and Mrs. Wolfe have two children,-Matilda 
fl · 

':t :t A., born May 17,1858, and Eli E., born Oct. 29,1863, 
/_~ Mr. W. is politically a RepUblican. He has been 

'';:,~ Highway Commissioner, Superintendent of Schools 
l ;") and Justice of the Peace. His wife is a member 
'7 of the United Brethren Church. 

ames Ostrander, Postmaster 

, merchant at Loomis, Wise Township 
I born May 13, 1821, in Elgin Co., Ont.' 
is the son of William and Sarah I 

Ostrander, both of whom are natives of 
ada. The father died July 24, 1875; 

mother is still a resident of the Dominion. 
Mr. Ostrander passed the period of his minority 

the fulfillment of his filial duties, aiding his 
in the support of their family and working on 
father's farm. On reachin g the age of 2 I years 
undertook the management of his grandfather's 
which he co,ntinued two years. His next pnl· ....... ..J 

was as a peddler of tinware and agricultural 
ments, in which he was engaged five years. 
while, he !Jo\.l~ht J 00 acres of land in Howard 
ship, Canada, on which he commenced operations 
a pioneer, building a log house and entering 
ously into the work of clearing and il!lproving 
land. He remained on the place abollt eight 
and had placed about 30 acres under imorrlvemll!ftI 
when he sold his farm, for $[ ,400, which he 
in 200 acres in the same town. He occupied 
place until 1862. 

r n 1860 he opened a daily stage route 
Thamesville to Ridgetown and Morpeth. He 
business as a general merchant at Ostrander 
office, where he was appointed Postmaster. He 
tinued his operations three years, but, meeting 
adverse fortune, he found himself under the 
sity of arranging for a different line of business, 
he sold his stock. In 1864, he came to the 
Detroit, where he remained through the 
During that time he encollntered further 
the form of severe illness. which dissipated his 
means. In the spring of 1865 he came to 
City and kept a boarding house one year. The 
terprise did not prove an encouraging success, 
he rented a small tract of land near Saginaw 
commenced gardening. The season was un 
and he gave up that business. He !Vas again 
ed with illness during the winter of 1873, and in 
spring following he employed himself a short 
the sale of fi sh at Saginaw, by which means 
tained something of a start; and soon (t .. ·....,lUG 
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-..I a sltua' .' EI ' . I - fi 11 . 1[; 
CUJ1:U d three years. In J876 the Saginaw IzaLdh Dunn, who died the 7t 1 ot the 0 oWing ~!. , 
he -as engage . " S L . I -, -

". d lumberman Amnll W. WlIght, engaged eptern er; and Sept. 27, 1880, III t Ie same county, "'t , 
Pitahst an'. '. ca k charge of the business own ed hy 111m at Mr. Ward married Miss Clara R., daughter of Lewis 

bUn t~ ta ed nlallaged under the firm style of Wells, and Rosanna (Brower) Hager, the former a native of 
LoomiS an " . " . 

& 
C He operated III that capacity lwo WI\l- Germany and the latter of Switzerland. Mrs. W. 

Stone o. 'Id' I" . I' M C N Y N 6 8 B In 1878 he rented a smallIJ11I II1g al ,00IllIS was Jorn III onroe 0., . ., ov. 2 J, I 59· Y 
terti. ,: n business for himself. He gradually ex- this marriage there are two children,- Lewis M. and 
and uega . ' . I' d f ' . 1 I" 

ded his field as hiS relatIOns multlp Ie and Wlu- "thel M. 
te

n
ed 

d he is now doing a good Lusiness. In J 881 
en ,an . ) 

'Ived his appollltment as lostmaster from be rece , . .. , 
President Arthur. In political affiliatIOn Mr. Os-

der is a Republican. He belongs to the Order 
tran f M ' . of Good Templars, and is a member 0 the asolllc 

Order, Farweil Lodge, No. 335· 
He was married Dec. 10, '1859, at Orford, Canada, 

to Sarah, daughter of Joseph and Mary (WebL) Gos­
uell, both of whom were natives of Ireland, where 
Mrs. Ostrander was born, May 20, 1830. Ten chil­
dren, born to Mr. and Mrs. Ostrander, were named 
as follows: Rachel, Mary, William L., George H., 
Sarah E., Eliza A., James H., Frances c., Ellen J. 
aDd Ida A. George and Ida are d eceased. All are 
.nied except Ellen J., and all an; sober, industri­
ous and ha!Jpily surrounded. 

-I 

E. Ward, farmer, section 5, Deerfield 
Township, is a son of Charles L. and Elnily 
(Parmelee) Ward, natives Qf Genesee Co. , 

N. Y.; she died in September, 1854, and he af­
terward moved to Hillsdale Co., Mich., where 
he still resides. They have two daughters and 

two sons. 
The eldest son, the subject of this biographical 

DOtice, was born in Genesee Co., N. Y., Oct. 22, 1851; 
when about six years of age his father came to Mich­
ipn, where he remained at home with him until about 
30 years old, the last nine years of which time he 
WOrked his father's farm on shares. In the spring of 
1881, he came to this county and bought 80 acres of 
partly improved land in Deerfield Township, where 
he ~ow resides and has a],ollt .1,\ acres IInder c uIli­
Yallon. He is an exemplary fanllcr and citizen, a 
DIan of sterling principle, and in politics is inde­
pendent. 

He Was first married in Hillsdale Co., Mich., Nov. 

'f 
: oderick Campbell, farmer, section 2, Gil­
: more Township, was born March I, 1828, 

\:;~ . . on Tir~e Island, on th.e west coast of Scot­
e I\ ~. la rJd. HIS parents, Damel and Nancy (Mc .. 

\ ., 
Donald) Campbell, were LOTll, reared and 

lived nearly their entire lives in the Scottish 
Highlands. 

Mr. Campbell left Scotland in July, 1845,and land­
ed at H alifax, N. S. He went to Sidney, Cape Bre­
tun Island, where he remained three years, working 
one year as a farm laborer, and the two years fol­
lowing, in ferrying by the month. He came thence 
to Boston, Mass., and went to Springfield in that 
State, where he stayed less than a year. He then 
moved to Wayne Co., N. Y., and engaged in farming 
at $1 I per month. Two years after, he emigrated to 
Washten aw Co., Mich., and worked on a farm three 
years, at $144 a year. At the expiration of that time 
he commenced to w0rk land on shares, and he spent 
about eight years as a farm assistant and renter. In 
1867 he purchased 40 acres in the town of Augusta, 
Washtenaw County, for which he paid $600. On his 
arrival in Washtenaw County he had but 50 cents in 
money and a few household articles, which collec­
tion did not include a stove. In the upper part of the 
first house they lived in, Mrs. Campbell found an old 
baker which she scoured bright and made serviceable 
for six months. The farm i~urchased by Mr. Camp­
bell was in an unbroken state of wildness, and he 
sold it 14 years later for $1,7°°. In FebTllary, 1882, 
he purchased a farm of J 60 acres of partly improved 
land in I sabella County, for which he paid $1,000 
cash. On this he is expcnding his strength and en er­
gy with all the cffecti veness of good judgment and 
laudable purpose. 

Mr. Campbell was married June 
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~ Jane, daughter of Herman and Mary (Thompson) 
\'~ Calhoun. She was born June 25, 1824, in Nassa'.I, 
-l,. Rensselaer Co., N. Y. The following is the record 
T of the six children born of this marriage: Josephine, 

= = 
W 

born Aug. 6, 184-; John C., April 24, 1852; Mary 
Ann, Aug. 19, 1855 (died July 10,1861); Eliza Jane, 
July 26,18.18 (died July 16, 1861);Mary E.,Oct. IT, 

1861; Benj. H., June 18, 1864. 

-~. 

enry Adams, farmer and shoemaker, re~ 

siding on section 35, Isabella Township, 
was born in Hesse, Germany, Sept. 29, 1840. 
When six years of age he was brought to the 
New World by his brothers and sisters, the 

parents having both deceased. They first located in 
Erie, Pa., and three years later moved to Ashtabula 
Co., Ohio. When 15 years of age, our subject ap­
prenticed himself to a Mr. Nehemiah Phillips, for 
four years, to learn the shoemaker's trade, and con­
tinued in that vocation until the expiration of his ap­
prenticeship, working the last year as a "jour." He 
then came to Alma, Gratiot County, this State, and 
engaged with Mr. James Gargett. 

During the civil war, Mr. Adams enlisted in Co. 
A, Eighth Mich. Vol. Inf., Feb. 25,1864, commanded 
by Col. Ely, of Gratiot County. The company was 
assigned to the Army of the Potomac. He partici­
pated in the battle of the Wilderness (six days) and 
all the battles in which hi s company was engaged up 
to the time of the battle of Pdersburg. During the 
latter named action he was taken sick and sent to the 
hospital at Philadelphia, where he remained until 
the close of the war; and he was honorably dis­
charged May 5,1865. He was several times wounded 
but received no injury of a serious nature. At the 
time the war openl:d, Mr. Adams was not a citizen 
of the United States, never having taken out his pa­
pers, and he took them out mainly for the purpose of 
joining the army. 

After his discharge, in 1865, he carne to Alma, this 
State, and in the fall of that year went to Mt. Pleas­i ant and worked at his trade for Mr. L. Bently for one 

i year. He then worked for himself, at Alma, and . 
continued to carryon his trade at that place until 

l(!.J the summer of 1874, when he disposed of his village 
~_ property by trading the same for 70 acres of wild 

~~~~~~-~ 

land on section 35, Isabella Township, this 
He immediately n;oved on his newly acquired 
and entered on the task of improving it, and now 
55 acres under a good state of cultivation. 

Mr. Adams was first married in Alma, Sept. 
1863, to Miss Hannah S. Rogers, a native of 
where she was born June 22, 1844. She bore to 
Adams three children: George, born Feb. 27, I 

Frank W., born Aug. 14, 1868; and William 
born April 12, 1873. Mrs. Adams died at her 
in Isabella Township, of a congestive chill lasting 
hour, April 27, J 876, mourned as a loving wife, 
mother and generous friend. 

The second marriage of M r. Adams occurred 
I I, r 876, at St. LOllis, and the lady of his choice 
Miss Augusta Buchholz. She is a native of 
country, being born on the "bosom of the "'aves 
while her parents were en route from Gennany 
this country, Aug. 21, 1855. She has borne her 
band two children: Minnie, Oct. 23, 1877; 
Charles, Oct. 27, 1883. 

Politically, Mr. Adams is a believer in and 
porter of the principles of the Republican party. 
has held the position of Director of his school 
trict, and is a progressive citizen of his township. 

~ I ~ r:in Moody, farmer on sectio~ 2~ 
:: I .c ~ IS a son of Israel and AbIgaIl . 
~"W Moody, natives of New Hampshire 

• • South Carolina. The father was first a 
dent of New Hampshire, but moved to 
Co., N. Y., where he died in 1819. His 

died in the same county. 
The subject of this biography was born July 

J X 14, in the State of New Hampshire, and 
home until If! years old. Coming to Michigan, 
lived in Washtenaw County three years, then 
Livingston County three years, and then 
E aton County, where he resided 40 years. He 
to this county in 188o, locating on 80 acres on 
tion 24, Rolland, where he has now 24 acres 
good state of cultivation. 

He was married in 1835, to Desire Carr, who 
born June 25, 1816, the daughter of Nathaniel 
Esther (Conger) Carr, natives of New York, 
the father died Nov. 21, 1865, and the mother 
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~r. and Mrs. Moody ha.v~ had nine children, 
184 d is as follows: WIlham H. , born May 
"bose recor 

8 8' Sylvester, born Aug. 7, 1840; Edward 
~' I~n' July 14, 1842, and died Dec. 2, 1883; 

., A born Jan 27 1845 ; hrael W., born March Esther ., ., 
8 8 · Augustus E. and Augusta, born Nov. 2 I, 

.... 1 4 , 8so ' George L., born Jan. 30 , 1856 ; Ellen J., \;lorn 
!. ' 1858 and died Nov. 21, 1858. . ... ay 27, ' . . ' .~ 

Mr. Moody is pohtlcally a life-long Democrat!' 

: eter J. Marthey, merchant at Leaton, Den­
; ver Township, is a son of Peter E. and 

•. . ~ Margaret (Jennette) Marthey, natives of 

France. The parents emigrated to America 

in an early day, married and settled in Holmes 

Co Ohio where she died, July 3, 1872 . He SUT-., , 
yjves. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Holmes 
Co., Ohio, Sept. 30, 185 I, and lived in his native 
county until the spring of 1882, engaged in farming. 
He then came to Isabella County and bought 77 
acres of wild land in Denver Township, where he 
now resides. He has 48 acres improved. In June, 
.883, he bought out the stock of goods at Leaton, 
then owned by W. A. Chatterton; and he now car­
ries on that business. 

He was married in Holmes Co., Ohio, . Nov. 22, 

1877, to Josephine c., daughter of Joseph and Mary 
Trahan, natives of France. She was born in St. 
Louis, Mo., Oct. (i,1 XS4, alld is th~ mother of three 
children-Edward E., Angela M. and Francis C. 

Mr. Marthey is politically a Democrat. He and 
wife are members of the Roman Catholic Church . 

avid W. Brooks, farmer, section 34, Cold­
water Township, was born Aug. 20, 1834, 
in Sumpter Township, Wayne Co., Mich. 

His parents, David and Susannah W. (Allen) 
Brooks, were natives respecti vely of Vermont and 
New Jersey, and died in Wayne Co., Mich. 

Their family comprised nine children. 
M~. Brooks is the youngest child of hi s parents and 

remained with them until their death s, caring for 
them in every filial manner and securing to them the 

~~----~.,~¥~'(--@5V(~~~~ 
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ease and freedom from responsibility which was the ~~ 
just reward of their laborious and well-directed lives. .J) 

In return for this devotion Mr. Brooks received from '~ ' 

his parents the deed of the home farm. In 1865, soon ~. 
after the decease of his father, Mr. Brooks sold the b; 
homestead and bought a farm in Van Buren Town-
ship, Wayne County, where he resided until 1873, 
when he bought the place which is at present his 
homestead, r.onsisting then of 80 acres of land in a 
wholly unimproved state. The place now includes 
45 acres of improved and cultivated land. Mr. Brooks 
is a Republican in political sentiment. and has held 
the office of Justice of the Peace one term and has 
acted one year as Supervisor. 

He was married May 4, I8sG, in Van Buren Town­
ship, Wayne County, to Miss Elsie M. Carpenter. 
She was born May 4, 1837, and is the daughter of 
John and Lucy (Rennett) Carpenter. Her father 
died in November, 1874, and her mother is still liv­
ing, in Belleville, Wayne Co., Mich. The record of 
the children of Mr. and Mrs. Brooks is as follows: 
J . Elmer, born Dec. 7, 185 8 ; LeoneW., Feb. 1,1862; 
Florence, Oct. 8, 18G3 (died Oct. 27, 1867); Freder­
ick c., April 6, 1869; Eva, March 2, 1874. 

eorge W . Stine, farmer on section 26, Ver­
non Township, is a son of David and Di­
ana (Cordrey) Stine, of German descent, 

and lIatives of I'ennsylvania. The father was 
in early life a weaver, and then a farmer, and 
died in 1842, in TlIscarawas Co., Ohio. The 

mother lives in the same county, at the extreme age 

of 96. 
Their son George was the third child and first 

son in a famil y of eight,-four sons and four daugh­
ters. He was born in H arrison Co., Ohio, May 30, 
1830, and was taken to Tuscarawas County, same 
State, by his parents when two years old. At the 
age of 16 he commenced work as a common laborer, 
letting his pay go toward the support of his widowed 
mother and her dependent family. Being given his 
liberty at the age of 2 I, he worked on the Ohio River, 
and in the mines until the call for volunteer soldiers 
made by President Lincoln Aashed over the wires 
and quickened the ardor of all patriots. 

,"I' 'i?:h~ II [.~,~~ ~
;.~ 
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' "I' ~1~ Inf., and was assigned to the Army of the Potomac. time. Mrs. Sedy was born in Pennyslvania in I 

~ He fought at the seccnd Bull Run, Fredericksburg, :rhey had eight children, six of WhOl1l are now f South Mountain, Antietam, Vicksburg, Mi~sion Ridge 
and all the battles in volving the 15th Corps, and also 
in numerous skirmishes. He escar;ed unhurt except 
by a bruise from a piece of bursted shell, which dis­
abled him for a few days. and he was honorably dis­
charged June 5, 1865, being in the service nearly 
four years. 

Hecame direct from the army to this county, and 
(;~. secured 80 acres of land, of which 55 are now improv­
<::tP cd. He was married March I I, J 850, in Tuscarawas 

Co., Ohio, to Miss Mary Render, who was born in 
England, July 15, 1825. Her father, Francis Render, 
died in Ohio in J 87 5. Her mother, Elizabeth (Sut­
tle) Render, died in the same State, in 1854. M r. 
and Mrs. Stine have six children,- ,Ann, Francis, 

( 
'" 

Diana, Thomas, Rose and George. One, Willi am, 
is deceased. The parents are members of the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church. Mr. S. is a member of 

~ Clare Lodge, No. 333, 1. O. O. F. He is politically a 
~ supporter of the Republican party; has been High­
~ way Commissioner three years and is now School 
~ Assessor. 

rank D. Pierce, farm er on section G, Rol­
land Township, is a son of Leroy and 
Cynthia (Husted) Pierce. The father was 

born in Brookfield, Madison Co., N. Y., in 
1827, and has been a carpenter and farmer. 
The mother was born in Oxford, N. Y., in 

1828. They moved to Pennsylvania, then to llIinois, 
whele they lived two and a half years; then to New 
York State; and finally seven years later to Tioga 
Co., Pa., where they now live. 

Their son Frank was born n ee. 9, 185G, in Tioga 
Co., Pa., and lived with his parents until 19 years 
old, when he came to this State and county and lo­
cated on 220 acres on section 6, Rolland Township. 
He has now 170 acres well improved anci good farm 
buildings. 

He was married Dec. 2G, 1880, to Miss Jennie 
Seely, who was born in 1855, in Tioga Co., Pa., the 
daughter of Lewis and Mary (Burr) Seely. Mr. 
Seely was !.>orn in New York in 1829, and has fol -

Ing. 
In political sentiment, Mr. P. is a Republican. 

.---~---. 

ared H. Doughty, of the firm of UUlual_ 

, ':~ Bros., hardware merchants at Mt. 
."1'" I' M ,. t " was ,om In onroe ,-,0., N. Y., Nov. 

:t /B- 1839. ] lis parents, George W. and 
l~ (Storm) DOll\!:hty, removed to Van Buren. 

Mich., ill 1842, where his father bought a 
includin g 200 acres of land. 

Mr. I )oughty passed the years of his minority 
home, working as his father's assistant on the 
during th e warmer portion of the year, and i\uentlllDi 
school winters. On attaining the period of his 
freedom , he went to Lane, Ogle Co., Ill., and 
eng'lged in acquiring a preliminary knowledge of 
tinner's trade. He remained thus occupied 
year, when he returned to Michigan and finished 
acquisition of his trade with Parsons & Wood, 
Kalamazoo. He remained with them over 
years and then, asso'jated with his brother 
opened a hardware establishment at Paw Paw. 
relation was brought to a close by his brother's 
drafted in 1865, when Mr. Doughty sold out. 
relll~ined in Paw Paw two years longer, and 
thence to South H aven . 

His stay a t that place was brief, and in the 
of 18G9 he came to Mt. Pleasant with his 
Wilkinwn DOllghty, driving to this place from 
Rapids with a horse and carriage. The trip 
CII pied two days . They found a small village 
no tin shop or hardware estal,lishment of any 
They at once founded a general hardware 
and continued its man age ment until Sept. I, 

In 1876 they erected a brick block on the 
Main Street and Broadway, two stories in height 
48 x 77 feet in dimensions. At the date named, 
brothers dissol ved partnershi p,each establishing 
selfin business in one-half of the new building. 
Doughty, subject of this sketch, associated his 
Frank with him in a general hardware business, 
the corner store, where they operated until 
1884. In the summer of 1883 they erected a 



[SAHELLA COUNTY. 

= k 77 feet and three stories in height • k bloc 32 x . 
bflc b lent · of which they took possessIon the asen , 
above tl'oned Thev rent their forlller 'lllar-the date men • 
at Their stock is estimated at ~ vallie of $X,ouo, 
ters.. I 'd stoves ar.riclIltural Illlplcmcnts, sash, d me 1I es , < I:> • • 

an . d they Illanllfacture t1l1 and sheet Iron. 
doors etc., an ., f 

. 'I. . ess is thriving and reqU1res the aid 0 TheIr uuSln . 
. ts Their rooms for the manufacture of four asslstan . . 1 

. d f tinware are above thelT general snl es-all km so. . 
d a shop for repaTlng IS connected there-

100m, an f h' 'd 
with MT. D'JlIghty is the owner 0 IS resl ence 

d · nds He has been a member of the Town an grou . 
Council one year. . 

He was married Sept. 29, 1869,111 Mattawan, Van 

B (' 0 Mich. tu Juli a Sutton, daughter of Alden uren • . , , 
!lnd Isahel Su tlon. N eUie II. anu (; kllll I r. an: l he 
names of the two children of Mr. and Mrs. I )Ollghly. 
They were born June 5,1874, and Oc t. 21, 1883, re­
spectively. The parel1ts are memuers of the Meth­

odist Episcopal Church. 

ylvester C. Hammond, farmer, section 26, 
Coldwater Township, was born in Essex, 
Clintoll Co., Mich., Dec. 7, 1854. He is a 

son of Carmi and Mary A. (Willett) Ham­

mond, both of whom are deceased. His fa ther 

was born May 3, 18°7, in Vermont, and died 

July 9, 1883, at the reside nce of his son in Coldwater. 
His mother died Feu. 20, 1876. 

Mr. Hammond grew up under the care and guid­
ance of his father until he was of age. A short time 
previous to obtaining his majority he uegan to learn 
the carpenter's trade in Clinton County, which he 
completed after he was 2 I years old. He is a natural 
mechanic, with an aptitUde for tools and little taste 
b rann lauor. He owns 80 acres of land and has 
IS acres cleared and improved. He first came to 
Isabella County in the fall of 1866, returnin g in a few 
weeks to his home. He decided on establishing a 
permanent residence in the county, and in the fall of 
1875 he bought his farm in the township of Cold­
Water. 

He was married March 5, 187(" to Jennie F. 
~ughter of Martin M. and Harriet Isabella (\'aJl~ 
tine) Ryerson. (See sketch of M. M. Ryerson.) 
She was born Oct. I I, 1859, in Huron Co., Ohio. 

Followi ng is the record of the five children born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hammond: Orton Claud, uorn Jan. 
I', 1877; Orville Sylvester, Aug. 4, 1878; Mary 
Belle, March '9,1880; Evalena, May 5, 1881. A 
child, yet unnamed, was born Sept. 8, 1883. 

~aniel Wallace, farmer, section 34, IS::1bella 
Township, was born in Perth Co., Ont., 
May" 1837. The parents of Daniel were \~ 

~ TinlOthy and Maria (Parker) Wallace. His ~;; 
fath er was a native of Malone, N. Y., of ri 

Scotch extraction, and by occupation a farmer. 
I re died in Washlenaw County, this State, June f), 

,X77, aged 71 years. His mother was a native of 
Genesee Co., N. Y., and of Pennsylvania-Dutch ex­
traction. She is the mother of II children, five sons 
and four daughters living, and one son and one 
daughter deceased, and is still living, in the vicinity 
of Ann Arbor, this State. 

Daniel is the oldest of the 11 children, and re­
mained under the parenlal roof-tree unlil he attained 
the age of 23 years. He assisted on the rarm and in 
the maintenance of the falllily, receiving the advan­
tages arrorded uy the common schools of the county, 
a nd developed ir:to manhood. 

July 5, 1857, Mr. Wallace was united in marriage 
with Miss Amy J. Brundage, daughter of Stephen 
and Sarah Ann (Arnold) Brundage. They were na-

= = 
~. 
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tives of Pennsylvania and Rhode Island, of New 
England parentage , and the father was a farmer uy 
occupation . H e died in Ontario, April 25, 1846, and b 
thr mother died in the same place. Amy J. was ~ 
born in Ontario, Sept. 26, ,837. Her father died PP 
when she was nin e years old, and she lived with her 
mother, assisting in the household duties and the 
maintenance of the family, and attending the com-
mon schools, until her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace are the parents of nine chil­
dren, all living and born and named as follows: 
William M., Sept. 15, 1858; ))aniel E., Nov. 28, <? 

1860; Ann J., Oct. 3, 1862; Edward, Jan. 9, 1865; }:l 
Charles T., Feh. 4, 1867; Ne1I~e M" Sept. 2, 1869; ?,r 
Amy A., Feb. 14, ,87 2 ; Alice M., Jan. 17, 1875; e:1 
Frank A., Ike. 15, ')',77· ;K 

Three years after his marriage, Mr. Wallace moved (£>'I 
to Iowa and there followed the occupation of farm- -! 

t;'~v,-.~ ~r,,'r--~_-'-c,.., . ... " (~DU'?UU;)!' q 
r. ~'" ~ 
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ing until 186 [, when he came to Washtenaw County, 
this State, where he followed the same vocation, en­
gaged a portion of the time in running a threshing­
machine, for 18 years. He has threshed 67,000 
bushels of wheat, besides oats and barley, in one 
season. His next move was to Livingston County, 
this State, where he remained, engaged in farming, 
for three years. 

In March, 1876, he came to this county and 
bought 80 acres of land in Isabella Township. The 
township was at this time an "Indian reserve," and 
the Indians proved to be very friendly to the settlers. 
Mr. W., from the first, gained their confidence, and 
uy fair and honest treatment always retained it. 

To his original pun:hase Mr. W. has added 80 
acres, and of his entire area of land he has I [0 acres 
in a good state of cultivation. The improvement 
was mostly accomplished through his own energetic 
labors. He has erected a fine barn on his farm, the 
material costing him $600, the labor being performed 
exclusively by himself. 

Religiously, the father and mother are strict moral­
ists, and take considerable care in the cultivation of 
the minds of their children in that direction. 

Politically, Mr. W. is a believer in and supporter 
of the principles and doctrines of the RepUblican 
party. He has held the minor offices of the town­
ship, and has often been solicited to accept the high­
est office in the gift of his townsmen. He is also a 
strong temperance man, and holds a position in the 
esteem and respect of the citizens of his townshi p not 
undeserved, but as a reward of past acts of integrity 
and honest and fair dealing. 

dward Dubois, general farmer and stock-

raiser, section 12, Lincoln Township, was 
born in the Canton of Berne, Switzerland; 

was only one year old when his mother died 
and three years old when his father died, and 
thereafter until he was si x he lived with his 

grandparents, and then until 16 with an uncl~. 
He then worked at the butcher's trade fOllr years, 

two years for his grand uncle, and then came to 
America, alone, locating as it farm laborer in Wayne 
Co., Ohio. 

married Miss Mary Burkhardt, who also was born 
Berne. Switzerland, Nov. 2, 1832, educated there 
emigrated to America in her 22d year, leaving 
ents and friends. The children of Mr. and Mrs 
have been 12 in number, three of whom are • 

namely: Edward, born Jan. 6, 1856 ; Fred, May 1 
1862 ; Emma, Feb. 29, 1864; Albert and Alice 
April 20, 1866; Celia, June 8, 1868; Mary, 

29, 187°; Ellen E., June 10, 1873; Carrie, June 
1875; the deceased are, Mary, born Aug. 6, 1 
died Sept. 7, 1861; Anna E., born Jan. 13, 1 
died Sept. 7,1861; Lena, born Aug. 21, 1860, 
Nov. 29, 1861. 

After they were married, Mr. and Mrs. D. 
out" until the next fall. In the spring of 1856, 
hought 40 acres in Wayne Co., Ohio, resided upon 
until 1864, and then came to this State and pUI-Cnll.lll!lj 

a quarter of section 12, Lincoln Township, where 
now r~sides. Only a small portion was then 
proved. Mr. Dllbois has now 110 acres in a state 
good cultivation, a good stock and grain barn, and 
residence lately erected, at a cost of nearly 
He has proven himself an industrious and j 
farmer and a worthy citizen. Is a member of 
Farmers' Club of Coe Township, is a Democrat, 
he and wife are both connected with the Dutch 
formed Church. 

tephen Hart, farmer on section 18, 
Township, is a son of Stephen and 
(Stephens) Hart, natives of England. 

father died in that country about 1843, 
the mother, emigrating to Canada, survived 
about 1870. 

The subject of this record was born in 
in December, 1837, and was five years and a 
when he crossed the waters with his mother to 
ada. He lived with her until 1872, then 
Clare County, this State, where he was Aw,nJ,,,v • ..u 
teaming and in the woods until the spring of 
He then came to Isabella County and boll1l[ll" ~ 

acres of wild land on section 18, Denver 
This has since been his home, and he has noW 
30 ·acres in cultivation. 

He was married in Canada, Oct. 30, J859, to 
At Mt. Eaton, that county, March 

{;~,Ii~ - r , , ~; 
22, 1855. he garet, daughter of Duncan and Mary 

~!fJ~~}-)<,~- . _____ 2",,!tx:'l'- G' , ,,~,~UU~UU~ ~~~ 
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~c"'uue~, natives of Scotland. She was born in 
.. !Y~a in July, 1837. Of ten children. born to Mr. 
Can H t the following seven survive: Stephen, d Mrs. ar, an J h Allen Annie Samuel and Thomas. 
8 ugh, 0 n, " M d deceased were named Margaret, aryan 
The three 

"aria. . bl' 
1·' Ily Mr Hart IS a Repu Ican. Poluca , . 

eorge A. Ferris, farmer, section 36, Union 
Township, was horn Nov. 18, ,835, in 
13roome Co., N. Y., and is a sun of Albert 

G. and Betsey (Conkling) Ferris. He was 
reared on a farm, and in 1855 his family came 
to Saginaw. Not long after their arrival Mr. 

Ferris set out with A. M. Merrill, John .M. Hursh 
and five Indians for a tract of land 111 Umon Town­
shiv, including the whole of sectiun 32, and owned 
by Mr. Merrill. The Indian~ were employ~d to carry 
provisions and every man 111 the processIOn had a 
load. The red men carried 125 pounds each, Mr. 
Hursh had a load of 120 pounds of pork and Mr. 

ing. He was engaged in the labor of a carpenter 
during the first five years of his residence and spent 
several winters in lumbering, meanwhile improving 
his farm. He has 95 acres cleared and cultivated 
land, well supplied with orchards, etc. He is a Re­
pUblican in political sentiment; has been Drain Com­
missioner four years and Road Commissioner 12 
years. 

Mr. Ferris was married March 8, 1862, in Union 
Township, to Susan, daughter of George and Sophia 
(Ridler) Miser. She was born March 4, 1835, in 
Wayne Co., Ohio. The four children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferris were burn 011 the homestead as follows: 
Laura A., Feb. '3, J863; Eli L., Aug. 29, 1864; 
George I., Oct. IS, [865; Nettie, April 22, 1870. 
The parents of Mrs. Ferris came to Michigan from 
Ohio about 1858 and settled two miles northwest of 
the village of Salt River in Coe Township, where her 
father had previollsly purchased 16o acres of land. 
He lived on the homt:stead during the remainder of 
his life. 

Ferris, then about 20 years old, had a burden of 75 A. Brubaker, farmer, section 30, Gilmore 
pounds weight. Mr. Merrill carried a ponderous Township, was born July 8,1834, in Wayne 
bundle of leather done up in a woolen blanket, un- Co., Ohio, and is the son of George and 
der which he staggered and groaned to such an extent Elizabeth (BUlkett) Brubaker. The parents were 
that his companions forgot their own burdens in sym- both natives of Pennsylvania, and the father is 
pathy for his sufferings. At their journey's end the deceased. The mother is li\'ing in Ohio. The 
bundle was investigated and weighed, and exhibited year after he attained his majority, Mr. Brubaker 
GIlly IS pounds avoirdupois! The party carried their went to California and remained there between three 
loads from Midland, 25 miles through the woods, and four years employed as a miner. 
consuming two days in the trip, traversing a trackless He returned to Ohio, and from 1859 to 1866 was 
aoute to Chippewa Township, and cutting their way. engaged in farming and operating a thrashing-ma-
They camped there five weeks and then cut a road chine. In the year last named he came to Coldwater 
through to the claim of Mr. Merrill in Union Town- Township, Isabella County, when that section of 
Ihip, driving an ox team. Mr. Ferris returned sev- Michigan contained within its limits not a vestige of 
eral times to his father's home in Saginaw County, cultivation nearer than Millbrook. Mr. Brubaker en-
two miles northwest of the city of Saginaw. He tered a homestead claim of 80 acres in the township 
was employed by I. E. Arnold, of Isabella County, of Coldwater, where he was the first white resident. 
in the building of four Indian shed-houses. His He built a board shanty; and the condition of the 
father superintended their construction. country may be estimated from the fact that one night, 

In October, 1862, Mr. Ferris" squatted" on 160 as he tay asleep on the floor of his abode, his dog 
IaeS of land, where he has since resided; and when sprung acro,s his face, having been driven in by a 
the property came into market he entered his claim wolf! When he raised his log house, he went 13 
according to the regulations of the Homestead Act. miles and hired J 3 men to aid him, to whom he paid 
On taking possession, he cleared a small patch and $1.50 per day for three days' work. His house was 
erected a log hOllse, which is now a part of his d well- . the shelter and home of many of the first settlers as 
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they came into the township, and he extended all the 
aid, sympathy and encouragement in his power to 
them, while th ey were preparing shelter and making 
ready for citizenship. Sometimes three or four fami­
lies were under his roof at the same time, and at one 
period 21 children inhabited his home for several 
days. 

Mr. Colley (see sketch) Was three miles distant, 
and Mr. Summerton resided about a mile away. 
These were the nearest neighbors. The next in 
proximity were located at a distance of 12 miles. 
The first uoarding-house at Farwell, Clare County, 
was kept Ly Mr. and Mrs. Brubaker in 187 o. The 
first meal was cooked over a log heap, and the table 
was set in a railroad shanty. The meal was eaten by 
the light of a torch held by Mr. Brubaker. The 
value of that gentleman as a pioneer settler of I sa­
bella County can be ascertained frum the sketches of 
several of the early settlers in Coldwater Township, 
each of whom pays grateful tribute to his sympathy 
and rare abilities, as he was for some time the facto­
tum of the township in emergencies, when timely aid 
and advice were imperative. There was no physi­
cian nearer than Mt. Pleasant, and Mr. Brubaker 
was supplied with medical books, a stock of metli­
cines and a clear head and sound judgment, which 
obtained their full value in the straits in which his 
neighbors sometimes found themselves. 

He resided on his place in Coldwater Township 12 

years, when he sold out and purchased 280 acres in 
Gilmore. Of this tract auout 100 acres are under 
first-class improvements and in a state of progressive 
cultivation. 

He was married May I, 1859, at Indian Diggings, 
California, to Elizabeth E. Cilbert, dallghtL:r of J. 
W. and ALigail (Bradley) Cilbert. The parents are 
deceased; they died at Plymouth, California, on the 
same day, their deaths occurring about six hours 
apart. Mrs. Brubaker was born May 7, 1844, in 
Shiawassee Co., Mich. Of nine children born to 

_-';) Mr. and Mrs. Brubaker, six survive. The record is 
1 as follows: Ore! (;. was horn April R, ,R60; William 
" l3., March 21, 1862 ; Abbie C., Feh. 24, 1864; Charles 

... ~: 
:;'S L., July 14, 1869; Harry, July 8, 1875; George 0., 
,rt May 28, 1879; Gary R. was born Dec. T 3, 1881, and 
:' i.... died Feb. 16, 1883: Mary L. was born April 9, 1866, 

:~ snd died Aug. 23, of the same year. Another child 
<. died in infancy. 

As the s~lbject ?f the foregoing record is one of 
most prom111ent pIOneers of IsaLella County w 
in this volume a portrait both of himself an~ 
estimable wife. 

ichael McGihon, farmer on section 
, Nottawa Township, is a son of 

~ '\ and Margaret (Morgan) McGihon, 
. of Ireland, Loth whom died in CanadL 
was born in Wellington, Can., July 20, 1836 
made his home with his parents for some' 

aft er he was of age. He learned the 
trade soon after attaining his majority, but he 
worked more at farming than at carpentry. 
hOllie, he came to Detroi t and spent four years in 
lumber woods. He Lought hi s present farm of 
acres in this county in 1869. He has since sold 
acres, and of the remainder 65 acres are 

He was married Jan. 11,1872, to Miss Sarah 
nett, daughter of James J. and Priscilla (M 
Bennett. Mrs. McGihon was born Oct. 25, 
and is the mother of seven children,-five 
Robert James, born Oct. 2, 1873; John 
Dec. 2, 1875 ; William Francis, Dec. 8, 1877: 
July 19, 1879, and David, May 22, 1882. 

Mr. McG. was the first white settler in 
Township, and was its first Supervisor. At the 
it was organized there were five white and 28 
voters within its limits. He has held also the 
of Justice of the Peace and Township Clerk. 

Winters, natives of Canada and New 
The mother was born in 1829, and 
,R77 in Lincoln Township, this county. 

father was born in 1 8~G in the State of New 
went with hi s parents to Canada, and in 1862 
to this State and county ~and settled in 
Township, where he died, in 1863. 

The subject of this sketch was born Aug. 5, 
in Canada, and came to Michigan with his 

~". ' ~; ~ '~, M 
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=================~~~~ =================== ~\} ...-,: , r, =-== h e he remained until 23 years old. He Wallace, born Nov. 17,1870; at Green Island, and 'i:' 

at whose om ' : .. 
rried to Maggie Rowlader, who was died atthe same place, April 27. 1871; James W., ~}~ 

• as t~en ~la6 in Barry Co., Mich ., and is the born Aug. 28, 1872, in Waterford, N. Y., and died 
born 111 If ~ohn and Mary A. (Wooley) Rowlader. March 26, 1873, at Canajoharie, N. Y.; Jennie L., 
claug~tehr 0 was engaged in farming and in sawing born July 10, 1875, at Ilion, N. Y., and died Nov. 5, 
The ,at er ., h 88 V D 

t'l 1884 when he bought an mten:st WIt J 2. at an ecar. 
lu ... ber un J , , • • d J ..... Bl I d Mr. Van Decar s second marnageoccurre une 3, bis son-in.law at anc lar . , . 

d Mrs Winters are the parents of twofchll- ,877, to Miss Carrie A. Vanuerpool, daughter of Sall1-
Mr·l~~ng. Z'enith born Jan . I. 1877; and Jay, uel Smith and Henrietta (Gould) Vanderpool. Of this 

d~ M·' . . 
N 

14 1878 A son, JohnnIe, was born I' eb. marriage three children have been born: Bennett 
born ov., . . . . N Y E l' 

88 nd died Dec. :l8, 1881. Mr. W. IS a mem- '1'., born Apn128, 1878, in HerkImer, . .; < va ma, 
• I I, a . ' . l' . ~r of the I. O. O. F. and IS polItIcally a Repuh Ican. born March 29, 1880. at Van Decar, and dIed at the 

~.---~---.. 
aIlaee M. Van Deear, farmer on section 22, 

Nottawa, is a son of Cornelius F . and Lucy 
(Bailey) Van Decar. The father was born 

in Waterford, Saratoga Co., N. Y., near the 

same place, Nov. 19, 1882; Edward M., horn May 
27, I ~ R 3, at Van Decar. 

Mr. Van n. is a Presbyterian in religious faith, 
and his wife is a memher of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Mohawk River, and died at the same place ilbert .Johnson, farmer, sections 31 and 6, 

.f:/. _ • 

i 
'-. 

June 15, 1852. The mother was born in Delhi, Coldwater Township, and merchant at . ' ~. 

Delaware Co., N. Y., and is now living at Ballston Sherman City, was born July 31, 1845. ~ 
Spa, Saratoga Co., N. Y. He is a son of Amos Stanton and Eliza (Gil- C:<>~ 

Their son Wallace was born in Waterford, Sara- bert) Johnson. His mother is still living, in ~ 
toga Co., N. Y., Sept. 5, 1844, and resided with his Wyoming Co., N. Y. His father died when he ~; 
parents until 24 years of age, when he was married was three years old, and he went to live with his .; 
and went to keeping house at Green Island. Albany grandparents, with whom he remained until he was ( .' 
Co., N. Y. Here he was employed as a machinist. He 17 years of age, when he began his single-handed 
""eel his apprenticeship with Elias Ander, manu- contest in life. In the spring of 1870 he came to 
facturer of the Button Steam Fire Engine, for whom East Saginaw, Mich., where he engaged in lumbering 
he worked four years. He was for five years at about seven years. He spent the winter in the woods, 
Troy, following his trade; then two ye:u s at Lansing- and during the summers he looked for pine woods 
burgj then a year and eight months at Canajoharie. for lumbering. In 1880 he purchased a half interest t,\. 
Thence he went to Ilion, and thence to Troy, and in his brother's store at Sherman City, and they pass- f~-?~ 
fOr over one year had charge of the machine shop of ed two years lumbering. in company. ~: / 
S. H. Brown. From there he went to Herkimer. and Mr. Johnson is enjoying the run of a fine mercan-
Nov. S, 1879, he made his last move, coming t~ Isa- tile business at Sherman City, and owns 240 acres 
bella County, where he has since been engaged in of land, with nearly 100 acres under good improve-
farming and lumbering. He is buying logs and pre- ments and well cultivated. He takes great pride in 
~ng to erect a saw and planing mill. He enlisted his agricultural operations, and devotes much atten-
In the Union army in January, 1864, and served until tion to the improvement of his farm. He was mar-A (l 

ug. 21,1865. ried Dec. 10,1872, to Clara, daughter of Joseph and r 
He was first married July 4,1867, to Miss Jennie Lucy A. (Lamson) Dotson. Her father was born in • 

&, ~aughter of James and Elizabeth (Van Antrop) November, 1820, and her mother Nov. 28, 1821. '~~I;f' 
Gosline. She was bon' Aug. 12, 1848, and died Dec. Both parents are living at West Bay City, Mich. r...t 
8, 1876, having been the mother of four children: Their family included three sons and three daughters : ~t~ 
Joshua B., born Nov. 4, 1.861), at Green Island, N. Y., Alexander n. and Orbison S. are twins i Charles H. ) 

died at the same place, Dec. 29. 1869; George died Nov. 17, 1880; Alice A. died Nov. 30, 1873 r'''c, -
SJ:~~5j.~~ .• ------~'G:~r::...--.~~~( ~D U »:,nD;)L....S-::~{~~ .r, ,': ~ :-,~;.P. :0.) P./~t~ ::,1 . -' , ._; .:,.. ~~ :':1 
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ISAlJRLLA COUNTY. 

l{ose N. is the wife of Henry B. A1\en, of Chicago. 
Mr. Johnson had three brothers, two of whom died in 
the army. Amos Johnson, sole surviving brother, re­
sides in the county and village of Mecosta. Mr. 
Jchnson's household includes an adopted child,--Mat­
tie M., born July 4, l87 6. 

ran cis N. Boyden, farmer, section IS, 
Deerfield Township, is a son of Francis E. 
and Jerusha (Redman) Boyden, the former 

a native of Vermont and the latter of Massa­
chusetts. The latter died in February, 1867, 
and the former Feb. 9, 1884. 

The subject of this biographical notice, the young­
est of eight children in the above family, was born 
Dec. 12, 1842. in Lapeer Co., Mich., and came to 
this coun ty in March, 1860. He has a tract of 120 
acres, 65 ofwhich are under cultivation. 

Feb. 22, dl70, at Ovid, Clinton County, Mr. Hoy­
den was married to Miss Lacy Groesbeck, llaughter 
of Henry and Rebecca (Fonda) Groesbeck. She 
has by a fonner marriage a son, Harry A., born Dec. 
25, 1864· 

They are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and in political matters Mr. B. is independent 
but inclines to the Democratic party. 

ohn M. Ford, farmer, section 26, Gilmore 
Township, was born in Independence, Alle­
gany Co., N. Y., Oct. 15,1845, and is the 

son of Levi and Susan (Herrick) Ford. The 
parents were natives of the State of New York, 
and the mother survives. The father started 

for Calfornia about r8so, and was never heard from. 
Mr. Ford remained on his father's farm until he 

was 16 years of age, when he entered the military 
service of the United States. He enlisted in the 
85th N. Y. Vol. 1nf., and was mllstered out about a 
year later, because of disability. His regiment was 
assigned to the Army of the Potomac and he partic­
ipated in all the battles in which McClellan's forces 

which he was discharged on a surgeon's 
of disability. 

On being discharged he returned to Allegany 
N. Y., and spent a year working by the month 
he and his parents came to Allegan Co., Mich. 
passed the next two years working alternately in 
saw-mill and on a farm. He then sold his fann 
entered a homestead claim of 160 acres in 
Co., Mich. He also engaged in lumbering and 
mained there about eight years, when he came 
Isabella County, reaching here in the spring of I 
He located on a farm he had bought six months 
fore. Mr. Ford is a Democrat and a member of 
Masollic Order. He has been Highway "'n" ..... 
sioner one term and held the various school 
of his District. 

He was married Nov. 12, 1865, to Lucy, 
of David and Emily (Jones) Allen. both of 
are still living. She was born in the State of 
York, in :1848. The six children born of this 
riage have been named Emma (deceased), 
David (deceased), Della, Elmer and John . 

iram Barrett, farmer on section 30, 
Township, is a son of Hiram and 
(Fox) Barrett, natives of the State of 

York. The parents removed to Ohio in I 

to Oakland Co., Mich., in 1841, to 
County three years later, and still later to 

calm County, where they died. His departure 
place Dec. 17,1867, and hers Jan. 23. 1875. 

Their fifth son, Hiram, was born in Orleans 
N. Y., Aug. 4,1831, and was ten years old when 
family removed to this State. He left home at 
age of 18, and two years later took up the 
carpenter and joiner, which he followed seven 
He then engaged in farming in Montcalm 
where he lived 21 years. He sold out in 
188o, came to Isabella County and purchased 
acres, nearly all wild land, where he now lives. 
has 35 acres under cultivation. 

He was married-in Washtenaw Co., Mich., 
1856, to Miss Mary M., daughter of Abraham 

r: were engaged, until the time of the engagement at Barbara M. (Haner) Vanderpool, natives of 
\.~ Fair Oaks, when he was sent to Douglas Hospital, mer Co., N. Y. Mr. and Mrs. Vanderpool left 
"<:c Washington, where he remained two months, after Empire State in 1855, and came to Monroe 
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= n after removing to Washtenaw County. this State, sOO W C 
later they removed to ayne ounty, 

Two yehars ow reside. Their eldest daughter, Mrs. 
wbere t ey n N Y 0 

born in Yates Orleans Co., . ., ct. Jarrett, was , f 1 
Cora and Ida are the names 0 t le two 

It 1834. M d M B ' that have been born to r. an rs. . daughters ' 
Ida died May 15, 1874, aged 14 .. 

M B. is politically a RepublIcan. He andfwife 
are ~embers of the Baptist Church. 

C. ca.ldwell, farmer, section 9, Deerfield 
Township, was born in Clayton Co., Iowa, 
Oct. 8, 1856; his father, Harris H ., was 

a native of Massachusetts, and his mother, 
Louisa, flee Boyden, was born Oct. 10, [8:n. 
In this family were three children: the eldest 

died in infancy; Herbert C. and Alice. 
The subject of this sketch ~ came to this county 

with his parents when quite young, and has lived in 
Isabella most of the time since. He was married 
Aug. 6, 1882, to Miss Mary J" daughter of Samuel 
P. Roberts, the latter of whom was born Oct. 31, 
.832, in England, and emigrated to this country with 
his parents when he was only six months old. Her 
mother, Jane, nee Dugan, was born Dec. 13, 1838. In 
that family were eight children, the youngest of whom 
died in infancy. Mrs. Caldwell was born in Perry 
Co., Ohio, Sept. 10, 1858, and is the eldest of her 
father's family who are living. 

Mr. C. has 40 acres of land, on section 9, 23~ 
ICl'eS of which are improved. In politics he is a Re­
publican, but as to religious matters he is not a mem­
ber of any Church. Mrs. C. is a memuer of the 
Disciples' Church. Mr. and Mrs. C. have a son, 
William H., born, May, 3 1 , 1883. 

:;~~~ 

- ~ .~ ohn Hyslop, farmer on section 10, Nottawa 
t Township, is a son of Robert and Mar­

;y~ " garet (Marshall) Hyslop, natives of Scot-

~
. ,~ land. The parents died uut six weeks apart, ~ 

in the year 1873, at Coldwater Lake, Isabella := 

* County. = 
The subJ'ect of this record was born in the town of := 

Forres, Scotland, June 5, 1838, and lived with his ~ 
parents until his marriage, in August, 1855, to Mar­
garet Bain, daughter of Alexander and Margery 
(Nory) Bain. She was born May 24, 1838, in Forres, 
Scotland. The young couple at once emigrated to 
America. Landing at New York, they proceeded to 
Beamsville, Can., where they lived about two years 
on a rented farm . Removing then to Bothwell, Can., 
Mr. H . purchased a farm of 50 acres, where they 
lived seven years. At the expiration of that time 
they removed to Teeswater, Can., and purchased a 
farm of 1 0 0 acres. Two years bter they came to 
Ridgeway, Mich., and worked a rented farm for seven 
years. Their next move was to Coldwater Lake, this 
county, where they purchased 40 acres and lived five 
or six years, when t!-ley settled on their present home-

H. Lloyd, farmer on section 30, Den- stead of 40 acres. He follows farming in the sum-
ver Township, is a son of Benjamin and mers and lumbering in the winters. 
Keturah (Peterson) Lloyd, natives of Penn- Nine children have been added to the household, 

~ylvania and New Jersey. The parents settled and seven are yet living, though mostly in homes of 
In Mahoning Co., Ohio, where the father died, their own. Following is the record: Margery M. 
in September, 1879. The mother survives. was born Oct. 16, 1856, in Beamsville, Can., and 

• The subject of this biographical outline was born married ])avid Fordin 1873; Margeret was born June 

.. M.honing Co, Ohio, M~' 85"';~~'(;u~ .:dn: ;,~, i;' IBOlhW~;: .. d n"n':f;~;:;;;",~~,*j 
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~3 ;2=4=======================~=SA==B=E=L=L=A~C=O=U=AT=T==Y=.==================~~~ * ols Dec. 25, 1883; Jessie was born Feb. 25, 1860,in natural forest, and his nearest neighbor was 
;~ Bothwell, Can., and married Fred Speck in 1878; away. He has improved a large portion of his 
. ~,.~ Robert A. was born Dec. 6,1862, in 'feeswater, Can.; and has also erected suitable dwellings. 
''f Orpha O'nail was born Aug. 30, 1864, in Ridgeway, He was married in Jefferson Co., N. Y., Nov. 

Mich., was married to David West in 1879, and died 1846, to Miss Catherine, daughter of Silas 
in 1880; Eliza M. was born Aug. 20,1866, in Ridge- Martha (Van Cura) Mosher. Mr. and Mrs. 
way, Mich.; Alice J. was born March 31,1868, in were of English-German descent, followed 
Ridgeway, Mich., and died April 29, 1869; Ellen and died in the State of New York. Mrs. 
Lorinda was born June 5,1874, at Coldwater Lake, their daughter, was born in Prescott, Ontario, 
this county; and Estella was born Feb. 5, 187l, in 5, 1823,and when a young girl went with her 
Ridgeway, Mich. to the county where she was married. Mr. 

Mr. Hyslop helped organize the first school district Mrs. Dodge have had 11 children, four of 
in Nottawa Township, and was its first Director, are not living. The survivors are: Alwilda E., 
holdin g the office two terms. He is politicaily a Nov. 12, 1847; Lois Georgianna, July 4,1849: 

c., Aug. 4, 1851; Frances c., Feb. 6, 1855: Democrat. 

-enry C. Dodge, farmer on section 20, Ver­

non Township, was born in the vi6nity of 

Utica, N. Y., Nov. 26, 1836. His father died 
when he, Henry, was nine years old, and his 
mother removed three years later to the north­
ern part of New York, where he was apprenticed 

to the shoemaker's trade. This calling, and other 
mercantile pursuits, he followed in Jefferson County 
for nearly 20 years. During this time he was Post-
master at Millen's Bay, in Cape Vincent Township. 

In the month of September, 1864, he enlisted in 
the 168th New York Vol. Inf., and was assigned to 
the Army of thc l'olomac. II c was after a short time 

~t transferred to the Pioneer Corps, under Gen. Griffin. 
«'j.) He was at the capture of Petersburg, being in one of 

-~ the first companies which entered that long besieged 
city, and was honorably discharged in July, 1865 . 
During the service he was run over by a wagon' 
which crippled him for many years. 

R eturning to Jefferson Co., N. Y., he shortly dis­
posed of his property there, and went to Onlario, 

f Canada, where he was engaged in agriculture for a 
• year. Then for three years he managed a hotel at 

~ 
Gananoque, Frontenac Co., Can. At the expiration 

, of thi s time (in 1873) he came to Isabella County 
" and purchased 80 acres on section 20, VeIllon Town­
~Ol ship, where he has since made his home. He was at 

the time of his first settlement surrounded by the 

Jane, March 8,1859; Carrie E., .March 14,1 
Willie F., Aug. 27, 1867. The deceased were 
and died as follows: Martha A.., born Sept. 8, 1 
and died Dec. I I, 1877; Dulcin H., born March 
1857, and died Oct. 9, 1866; Ambro, born June 
1869, and was drowned May 17, 1864; Nettie 
born Sept. 19, 1863, and died Nov. 20, 1866. 

Mr. D. is in political sentiment a RepUblican. 
_ has been J ustir.e of the Peace and Notary 
and is now School Director. 

ames A. Burwash, merchant at 
"<' Wise Township, was born March 2, 

if ' '.1' in the county of Argenteuil, Quebec, 
:~i5' is the son of Stephen and Sarah (Flint) 
'l~ wash . His parents were born in Vennont, 

Welsh ancestry. They resided in the 

Mountain State a short time after marriage, and 
moved to Canada. They settled about 45 miles 
west of Montreal, where they enga~ed in fanning 
remained during the last years of their lives. 
had seven sons and three daughters. 

Mr. Burwash was the sixth son of his parents, 
remained at home until he was I I years old, 
he obtained a position as clerk in a country store, 
his native province, where he was employed until 
reached his majority. During the last five years 
was head salesman and book-keeper of the 
mcnt. He went to the county of Granville, in 
Canada, where he embarked in mercantile 

~;';~~\,I\ C'" , '7 - --::'V~ ,.... !\.~ ·nn ,.r;.:. nu·~~ ~ \~r;A~~'1 ~~\'~~:'~' t-(.t;@ ~ ) ,~ '.v . ' ~~-~~7-----
~ ... ;J 



_-~g~-~G",,' I7(; (~U n & n U~) 'Y 0 ". '\'~~ .r.~';;~ ::;.'ili~~~~-----":o).~,,~ \1'\J~~j 
, 

3 2 5 '""\ 

~==~==========~~==~==~~==.~~~~~ .=z: t nd conducted his business at that place. She became the mother of nine childeren, six ~,I; 
his own.l~tere:i;;ng results. At the end of five years of whom attained maturity,-Mary, Eliza M ., Annie 'db) 
point WIt 1 r~. stock to Lanark County. purchased Belle, Kate, Sarah arid John. Their mother died and :Jr""" 
he remove d liS tl'nued to 011erate as a tradesman. Mr. Burwash was again married, to Catherine Mc-

rty an con . d V' I ' Id prope. d'd not prove satisfactory, and at the Neill, who was born in Scotian . riVe C II ren were G 
u' busmess I . f" f h F k M nd piS s he closed out his stock and went born 0 thiS marriage, two 0 worn, ran • a 
end of t

w
d

O 
yearsituated near the Ottawa River, where Stephen, survive. Mrs. Burwash is a member of ~he 

lo St An rews, . . B' CI I 
. d' to partnership with hiS brother Stephen, aptlst Hlrc 1. 

b entere 111 
e . ought prosperity in the sea of trade" He 

and aga1l1 s d ~@~@Jii:!~-A.... 
. I im to his brother at the end of a year an ---Y-~t; eFrr>-told hiS ca. . I C 
d · publishing enterpnse at Godenc 1, an. ~=v.~I' ~ , . engage 111 a hi" f 8 
d ted that three years with success, w en Ie ~ Wil illiam M. Peterson, armer, section I , 

He co
n

t uc d went to Southampton, Ont., where he ~ II Deerfield Township, is a son of Peter and 
sold °d

u 
an association with the mercantile firm of -~ .~/- .. Deborah (Moslander) Peterson, natives of 

fonne an , '" ~ n . " 
Van Every & Rumball, und~r the style of J. A. Bur- ., ~< .,> New Jersey. They died. in IndIana, ':1~hll1 

h & Co. Their connection closed at the end of . \ nine days of each other, 111 1849. WIlliam 
was . If' h 
tb rs M r Burwash interested 11Imse 111 t e M. was born near West Creek, Calle May Co., ree yea. . . . 
grain commission busll1essand met With success. He N. J., May 6, 1823. 

ducted that line of business seven years. He accompanied his parents, when J 2 years of oon . d 
In February, 1872 , he came to LoomiS an en- age, to Columbiana Co., Ohio, and there remained, 

gaged as book-keeper with tl~e lumberi~g and mer- assisting on the farm and attending the common 
tile firm of Wise & LoomiS, also actmg as man- schools for three years. He then accompanied them = 

can '1'" = 
ager. In the fall of that year he erected t~e hlU ulllg to Stark County, same State, and again engaged with ~/. 
in which his business is at present established, and his father in the vocation of farming, at which place = 
which was occupied by the firm in whose interests he he remained for 12 years. His next move was to ~ 
was employed, until the death of Geo. W. Wise, the Tuscarawas Co., Ohio, and, after following his occu-
senior partner, in December, 1879. On the occur- pation in that county for eight years, he moved to ( '~ 
rence of that event the entire stock of goods of the, Kosciusko Co., Ind., and farmed for ten years. Sept. 
firm of Wise & Loomis passed by purchase into the 3, 1865, he and his family came to this county and 
possession of James K. Durli ng, who retained M r. settled on the northeast quarter of section 34, Rolland 
Burwash as salesman. He remained in his employ Township. He lived there for ten years, until 1875, 
one year, when he interested himself in a general when he moved on his present farm on section 18, 
oommission business. This continued about a year, Deerfield Township. His farm consists of 200 acres, 
and in the fall of 1882 he purchased the stock of Mr. 80 of which are in a good state of cultivation. JJ 
Durling, establishing his business under the firm style Mr. Peterson was united in marriage, Aug. 9, 1846, "j\ 
d J. A. Bnrwash & Co. He has continued in trade to Mary Ann, daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Tom) J' 

with satisfactory results, his busines~ interests repre- Richardson, natives of Germany and Pennsylvania 

senting yearly about $10,000. respectively. Her father died in 1834 and her mo-
In addition to his private duties he has been active ther in 1846. Mrs. Peterson was born April IS, 

in public capacities, serving as School Trustee 1828, in Stark Co., Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Peterson 
and Notary Public, and is at present officiating as are the parents of ten children, all living but one, 
Treasurer of the Township. He is a member of St. namely: Orlando, born Sept. J 9, 1848; Angeline, 0 
Lawrence (Can.) Lodge, No. 13 1, F. & A. M., and May 24, 1850 ; Geo. W., July 25, Jl:!54; James R., 1 
also of Loomis Lodge, No. '77 2 , K. of H. Jan. I, 1857; Alice L., Jail. 14. 1859; Lucinda, '( '" 

He is a communicant in the Church of England, March 17, 1861; Wm. Henry, April 13, 1863; Jo- ~f.5 
and is independent in political faith. sephine, June 29, 1865, John M., Nov. II, 1867; ;~ 

The first marriage of Mr. Burwash took place at Mary, March J 4, 1852, died Oct. 21, 1880. ~j 
St. Andrews, Can., to Mary Beattie, a native of that Mr. Peterson was a soldier in the late war, enlist-"" " .:"1 
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~} the hattles of LaVergne, Stone River and Hoover's Sept. 5, 1872 ; Mary Amanda, Dec. '5 , 

Gap, ami was mustered out of service in August, MarIlla Eunice,M ay 10, I X7X. The se!:o~d 
1863. riage of Mr. Malcol1lu occurred Nov. 7, 1880, to 

Mr. Peterson has held the position of Supervisor Susan A. (Powell) Buguee. She was born Ma 
of his township for eight years since coming to the 1845, in Perry Co., Ohio. They have a twinY 
county. He is a member of the Masonic Lodge at and daughter, Arthur and Artie, born July 19 1 
~t. Pleasant, and he and his wife are both memuers and a daughter, Ive, born April 24, 1884-' 
of the ~ethodist Epist:Opal Chur!:h. Malcomb has been married three times. Her 

l'oliti!:ally, Mr. P. is a Repuhlican. He is a repre- husuand was George W. Blackstone, to Whom 
sentative man of the township, and an honored and was married in Perry Co., Ohio. They emllD'llltl!l 
respected citizen. thence to Kansas, where the husuand died, Aug. 

1866, one year after removal there. One 
James Orlando, was born June 14, 1866, and 
Oct. 2, following. She was a second time , 

l ahlon H. Malcomb, farmer, section 10, 

~ '_ Gilmore Township, w~s uorn Dec. 20, 

" , comu. The parents were uoth natives of 1 ndi-

Feu. 22, 1874, to G. E. Bugbee, who died May 
1879. Of the second marriage three children 
uorn, whose record is as follows: ~ l~' ;-:-'" 1842, in Mill Township, Grant Co., Ind., 

JW' \\\'\. and is the son of Samuel and Beulah Mal-

~ ana; the mother died in Grant Co., Ind., and 
= the father in Osceola Co., Kansas. 

Dec. 18, 1875, and died ~arch 8,1876; Eli 
horn Oct. 29, 1876; Freddie, uorn Aug. 30, 
and died in OctoiJer, 1878. Their parents are 
iJers of the Baptist Church. Mr. Malcomb 
Repuulican in politi!:al sentiment and has 
two terms as Highway Commissioner. He owns 
acres of land and has 20 acres improved. 
Malcomu owns 40 acres in Coldwater. 

= W At the age of 18 years Mr. Malcomb entered the 
= military service of the United States. He enlisted 
= Sept. 5, 186r, in the 34th Ind. Vol. Inf., and was 

mustered out Oct. 20, 1864, at Auburn, N. Y. He 
was in the engagement at Port Gibson and Champion 
Hill, and was in the skirmish at New Madrid, ~o., 
and at Jackson, Miss. At the latter he was wounded 
in the left arm and passed nearly a year in the hos- amuel C. Zeiter, lumberman, 
pital. On his discharge from the sick list he was as- Loomis, Wise Township, was born May 
signed to the 19th Regiment, V. R. C, in the In- 1843, in Erie Co., N. Y. His 
valid Corps. When he was discharged from the Joseph and Sophia (Schafer) Zeiter, were 
service he returned home and assisted his father tives of Pennsylvania and resided in that 
about on e year, and in October, 1865. came to Isa- a short time after their maraiage, when 
bella Co., Mich., where he homesteaded 80 acres of removed to the State of New York. In r8SS, 
land on section 2, which he afterwards sold and came to Genesee Co., Mich., and eight years 
bonght 80 acres on section 14, and aho 40 acres on became residents of Gratiot County, where they 
the section on which he resides. This latter tract reside. 
he purchased with $100 which he received from the Mr. Zeiter was a boy of II years when his 
U. S. Government. camc to Michigan, and he remained at home, 

Mr. ~akomb was married Sept. I J, 1866, at Mt. ing his father, until he was 19 years of age, when 
Pleasant, to Rachel M., daughter of William and cntered the military service of the United 
Sarah Phipps. She was born Nov. 10, 1848, and He enlisted Aug I I, 1862, in the 23d Mich. Vol. 
died Dec. 27, 1879. Six children born of this mar- He was in the service three years, and received 
riage are recorded as follows: William Jasper, born honorable discharge at Salisbury, N. C. He 
Feb. 2, 1868, died July 26, 1870; Florence Louisa, continual duty during the entire period as 

( July 13, 1869, died July 30, 1870; Reuben Uriah, . Corporal and Sergeant, and received two slight 
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• While on picket before Atlanta he was hit in children, whose record is as follows: Belle was born ~~ 
ICS· db spent ball, and at the charge at Rt::saca Junt:: 19, 186o; Effie, Aug. 20, J 862; Charles W., (II:, 
the hea Y a . ' 1 h Id 1 . A 86 V' F' 1 " Al V ' 

I· 1 tly wounded In the fig It s Oll er,)lIt In lIg. I, J 4; IOlet, e). 7, J 077; ta ., Aug. .,(. 
be was s Ig I . ' d Ii d "8 'I d N 88 1 . t Ice was he II1capacltate ' or lIty. 20, , 79; eye, ov. q, I 3· _.ither inS al . , . 
- . ing his discharge he returned to Gratiot Mr. Wellman ueeame a soldier of the United , 

On recelV . ' 
d soon after uecame lIlterested III IUllluer- States during the eivil war, enlisting April 23, 1862, 

County, an .. . . • 
• which has occupied hiS attention SInce that pe- In the 23d Mich. I nf., and was assigned to ~1ulligan s 
~g, He settled at Loomis, Isabella County, ' in Brigade. He was mustered out June 23 following, 
dod· h' . h J'1' 

b 1882. He formed a partners Ip wit . . at Camp Douglas. Chicago, on account of. disability. Octo er, . I . 
. of Flint and the firm are extensive y Inter-JIornmg, ' 

ested in lumbering. They own and operate a saw and 
• I mill and employ a working force of 60 men ,bing e 

d
· the winter season, and about 16 through the 

unng . '111 d ' ·nder of the vear. Theil ml las a pro uCll1g Rlllal J •• Ifred C. Rowlader, farmer and teacher, sec-city of 25,000 feet of lumber dally. Mr. Zeiter 
capa . . I . . I 
• Republican in polttlca pnnclp e. 
lIa . . G . C 

He was married Jan. 10, 1868, In raltot 0., 

Jlich., to Annie J., daughter of Robert and Lu~y 
(Sbatlon) Webb. She was born Sept. 5, 1850, In 
Norfolk Co., Can., and is of English parentage. 
Frankie A., only child, was born June 16, 187 I. 

Jln. Zeiter is a member of the Baptist Church. 

tion '5, Lincoln Township, was born in 
Woodland Township, Barry Co., Mich., 

April 21, 1856. His father, W ashington Row­

lader, was a native of New York State, is a i 
farmer by occupation, and is still a resident of . ~. 

Barry County; his mother, Permelia (Myers) Rowla- ' 
der, was a native of Pennsylvania, of German ances- ,. 
try, and died at her hOln e in J3arry County, in 1865_ C 

= Alfred, the subject of this hiographical notice , lived 'N' 
i,V . 

with his parents in his native place until 22 years of = 
= age. Having reccived a good common-school edu- .~ . 
'\:./ 

cation, he began teaching at the age of 19, in Ionia 
County, and taught four terms of school. In the 

elson Wellman, farmer, section 26, Gil- spring of 1878 he came to this county and purchased 
more Township, was born June 3, 1837, in 80 acres of land, owned previoLlsly by Nelson Ives, 
Wayne Co., N. Y., and is a son of Eli and on section IS, where he now resides. Afte r spending 

Harriet (Fowls) Wellman. They were na tives one year on the place, and boarding, he returned to 

of Vermont, and both died in Barry Co., Mich., Barry County and married Miss Cora ]., daughter of 

the demise' of the father occurring in July, 1872, Israel and Elizabeth (Smith) Cooper, natives of New 
". aDd that of the mother Dec. 28, 1881. York, of ~ew England ancestry and of German ex- ;}~ 

Mr. Wellman accompanied his parents to Barry traction. They both died in Barry County, he in 1864 (.:; 
Co., Mich., when he was 19 years old . His father and she in 1867, aged respectively 57 and42. Mrs. } 
purchased a farm and he worked as a farm assistant R. was born in Woodland Township above mentioned, 
by tbe month. In 1860 he purchased a farm of his March 26, 1858. Being young when her parents 
father in Barry County, and he has owned three oth- died, she q ualified herself with a good education, 
en of 40 acres each at different times. He disposed and began teaching at the age of 16, and followed 
• his Barry County property in March, 1879. and this profession and that of music until she was mar-
lOOn after purchased Xo acres of land in Isahella ried. The young cO llple immcdiately settled at their 
County, under partial improvements. He is a Rc- new home in this COUllty, where they have sincc lived .r 
publican in political sentiments, and is now a Justice a nd prospered. Their children now are, Bessie P., t ~ ;· .. 
of the Peace. born Jan. 5, 188o; Inez L., June 22, 1881; and .~t; 

Mr. Wellman was married July 6, 1859, to Caroline, Alfred W., March 10, 1883. ,;, 
daughter of John and Zilphia (Crippin) Duffey. She Mr. R. is a skillful farmer, although young, having IH 
was oorn April 26, 1842, and is the mother of six now about 60 acres in a good sta te of cultivation, with -:( 
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.. !I comfortable residence, Lam, etc. He has held the Then for three sUlllmers he followed the lakes 
~I' 

f1' < office of Townshil) Clerk, and is now Supervisor, sailor. During the last seasoll he met with /1;)) a. 
;J~~ Leing elected to the latter office in April, 1883. On tressing accident, Lreaking his right leg, in r national affairs he is counted in the RepuLlican quence of which he was laid up one year. He 
:1:J party. came to Saginaw and worked a winter in the 

The portrait of Mr. Rowlader, on a i:: receding 
page, is an additi0n to our collection of which the 
citizens uf Isabella County will certainly feel proud. 

s C. Hammond, farmer, section 26, 
Coldwater Township, was born Jan. 30, 
[857, near St. John's, Clinton Co., Mich., 

and is the son of Carmi and Mary A. (Willett) 
Hammond. His parents were born respect­
ively in Vermont and New York. They came 

to Coldwater Township, Isabella County, in the 

driving logs ill the spring ensuing. He wa.s 
for four summers by the Tittabawassee Boom 
pany, and until 1875 he was engaged in lutnhf~";11 
logging or some kindred business. At that tim~ 
came to Isabella County and bought 80 acres in 
ver Township, where he now has 65 acres 
cult i vation. 

He was married in Georgetown, Holton Co., 
May 6, 1869, to Mary A., daughter of Robert and 
(Shaw) McCormick, natives of Ireland. Mrs. P. 
also born in Ireland: April 6, 1847. She and 
hnsband have three chi!dren, Jennie, Ella M. 
Robert. 

r ) spring of 1876, where hi s father bought 160 acres of 
land. His mothel died in Clinton County, Feb. 21, 
1876, and the demist of his father occurred in Cold­
water Township, July 9, 1883. 

Mr. P. has held the office of Supervisor of 
Township two years, Justice of the Peace four 
School Moderator five years, Township 
two years, and is at the present time Treasurer 
Deputy Sheriff. He is a member of the I. 0.-0. 
and is politically a RepUblican. 

) 

Mr. Hammond remained at home with his parents 
until he was of age. He was married July 3, 1876, 
to Mary M., daughter of G. W. and Esther Brown. 
She was born Oct. 24, 1856. Following is the record 
of the children born to Mr. and Mrs. Hammond: 
Willett, April 29,1877; Esther Ann, Nov. 3, 1879; 
AIllla Grace, Se pt. 20, 1882. 

Mr. Hammond is a RepUblican III political senti-
ment. 

',,- oseph A, Graham, farmer and Connty 
I~<- veyor, residing on section 15,J.,,,,u~:1Ii1 

' ,' 1~\{"J; ship, was born Jan. 23, 1838,andis 
,~ ~ of Andn;w and Maria (Shaw) Graham, 
, ~ of Ireland, and of pure Irish extraction. 

parents are both deceased, the father dying 
Toronto, Can., in 1881, aged 70 years, and the 

t, obert Pearson, farmer on section 18, Den- er in the same place in' 1875. 
J : ver Township, is a son of Richard and Joseph lived with his parents, assisting the 
(' 1~~(~ , tJ1\ Mary (Ryan) Pearson, natives of Ireland. in the maintenance of the family and attending 
l' \ -\ The fa! her eilligrateli to Canada in 1838, and common schools, until he attained the age 

married and settled in the Dominion, where years. During this time he spent two years 
still lives. commercial college at Buffalo, N. Y. He 

The subject of this biography was born in the his course there in 1856, and then entered 
county of Holton, Can., April 8, 1842. He received profession of teaching, which he followed seven 
an elementary English educaton, and at 15 years of secutive years in his native county. 

' J} age went out to work. He was employed for one In 1874 Mr. Graham purchased 80 acres of 
(I' i) man, driving a team, for six years and nine months. in this county, and the following year (1875) 

, ';~ At the expiration of that time he left Canada and here and at once began its improvement. The 
,,( ~ came to Detroit, Mich., where he was employed by was all heavily timbered, and the hand of 
'). the Government as a teamster for seven months. ment in his neighborhood was hardly visible. 

[~~-'\.~-)-}(~ : ' ~";(O>- - ~~~-~('Ufl'~f.UU~~~l~ __ - -.~~~ 
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--- hiss was firm in the belief th~t the near aeyert e e . . 
Id witness a wunderful development 111 

Cuture wou . . 
ty and armed with this faith and energy, he 

the coun, , 
n to clear and prepare his land ~or a future and 

bega t abode for himself and family. He subse-
nl!rmanen . .. 
rIdded 40 acres to hiS ongll1al purchase, and 
quent y a 

ofb
' ntire landed interest he now has 80 acres un­
IS e . . ' I d 

der first-class improvement, and on It IS a fine Of la~ 
of ,00 trees. He has erected a large stock and ~rall1 
wn on his farm, at a cost of $9~0, and also ?llllt. a 

modious and comfortable reSidence, and IS, With 
com . f I' . Jais family, enjoying the fruIts 0 liS own e~erget.l c 

labors. Jan. 30, 1862: Mr. Gr~hall1 was ulllted 111 

marriage at Toronto, Can ., to MIss Mary A., d~ughter 
of Hugh and Catharine (Cook) Graham, natIves of 
New York and Connecticut, and of North Ireland 
parentage. She was born in the vicinity of Toronto, 

Can., Oct. 18, 1838. 
The husband and wife are the parents of three 

children: Hugh A., born Jan. 28, 1863; Frederick, 
born April 18, 1865; Catharine E., born Dec. 14, 
1866, died Nov. 7,1881. 

He has converted about 38 acres from the condition 
in which it was placed by nature; and has a valuable 
and profitable farm. Mr. Gaumer belongs to the 
Republican party in political sentiment. 

He was married Sept. 10, 1879, to Florence A., 
daughter of Jacob and Eliza (Shoemaker) Isanhart, 
both of whom were natives of Ohio. Her mother 
died in November, 1876, in Sheridan Township, 
Mecosta County. Eula, only child, was born Nov. 
18, 1880. 

I 

~ eter Conley, farmer, section 23, Coldwater 
~r ~ .: Township, was born June 24, 1833, in 
~: '~ County Tyrune, Ireland. His parents were 

J~ ~ 0 both natives of the Emerald Isle, and emi­
l ~ grated to the New World in August, 1849. 

His father bought 200 acres of land in Sheffield, 
Car.ada. 

Mr. Conley remained with his parents, and in the 
Dominion, until 1852, when he went to Charlotte, 
Monroe Co., N. Y., where, and at Clarkson and 

1? 
= = (;<>: Mr. and Mrs. Graham are members oflong stand­

ing in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. G. is a 
meDlberof the Masonic Order, Lodge No. 305, at Mt. 
Pleasant. He is the present County Surveyor and 
has held the position for four years. Politically, he is a 
Republican, and has creditably held the uffices of his 
township and school district. 

Brockport in the samc county, he remained three .~ 

years. In 1855 he returned to Canada, where, in "'./ 
company with his father, he purchased 200 acres of <I 
land. After a few years, they divided the estate and cF 
Mr. Conley sold his half. During his residence in 
Canada, he had been engaged alternately in Mich­
igan and Canada, working as a lumberman and on 
the Ionia & Houghton Lake State Road, working in 
the interest of E . Hall. In July, r87 I, he sold his 

arles W. Gaumer, farmer, section 10, property in Canada. Three years previous, in March, b. 
"1: Coldwater Township, was born April 17, 1868, he made a homestead claim in Michigan and ~\ 
1852 , in New Jersey. His parents, Isaac and returned to the Dominion. Through the species of pt. 
Mary (Metz) Gaumer, were natives respect- chicanery known as "jumping," which has wrought 
ively of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. In so much mischief and against which struggling set-
1855 they came to Michigan, and rented a tIers have been so powerless in the whole history of 

farm in Rochester, in Oakland County. Ten years Michigan, Mr. Conley lost his claim, and, on coming 
tat.er, they rented a place in the vicinity of St. John's, to Michigan to make a permanent settlement, he 
Clinton . County, where they remained five years, bought 80 acres of land of the Flint & Pere Mar-
when they came to Coldwater, Isabella County. The quette Railroad Company, which he yet owns,and to yi 
father died April 13, 1879, at the residence of his which he has since added 80 acres by purchase. Of ~ 
IOn; his mother is still living and is cared for by her this he has cleared and improved all but 60 acres. ?~. 
daughter, Mrs. Jesse E. Forbes; of this township. Mr. C. is a Democrat in political faith. dl 
~G ~ .' aumer was under the control of his parents He was married June 18, 1873, to Mary Helen, ~'j' 

d~nng his minority, and in 1~81 he became the pro- daughter of Jackson and Louisa (Wilson) Alexander. ~l 
prietor by purchase of 80 acres of unimproved land. She was born in Minnesota 111 1857. The children .:( 
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of Mr. and Mrs. Conley arc three in number and 
were born as follows: 'Richard Arthur, A pril 16, 1875; 
Frederick Henry, J uly 23, 1877; Owen Thomas, Sept. 
27, 1880. Two children died in infancy. 

"· ohn Miller, farmc r, section 16, Dcerfield 
Township, is a son of William and Rosan­
na Miller, both natives of Ireland, who 

came to Canada in 1830, the former dying 

there the same year and the mother in r854. 

John liv ed there until 1868, when he moved to 
Iowa, a nd ten years afterward he came to this county, 
purchasing 80 acres from the State and his sons buy­
ing 240 acres of land from Brown & Goodale. He 
has 100 acres under good cultivation . 

Mr. Miller was born Sept. 15, r828, in Ireland; 
was married April I, 1853, to Miss Mary Kating, 
daughther of Nicholas and Julia Kating. (Her 
father died Aug. 19, 1877.) Mr. and Mrs. Mil­
ler have had 12 children, II of whom are Ii ving, 
namely : William, Lorn J an . 19, r854; Rosanna, 
March 18,1 855; James, June 7, 1857; John, Feb. 
24, 1859; Ella, Feb. 17, 186r; Stephen, Jan. 13, 
1863; Thomas, Dec. 28, 1864; Mary, Dec. 21, 
1856; Sarah, Aug. 15, 1869, Elizabeth, Aug. 2, r873; 
Julia, June 2, r875; Eliza. Nov. 9, 1870; died Aug. 
19, 1872 • 

Mrs. Miller is a member of the Catholic Church. 

.---~---~ 

1 
homas W. Robinson, farml:r, sl:ction 8, 

Wise Township, was born Feb. 13, J 839, in 
Canada. His parents, John and Margery 

(Montcreaf) Robinson, were natives of the 
State of New York. 

Mr. Robinson came to Saginaw when he was 
eight years of age, where he remained four years . . In 

. 185 r he went to Iowa, where he continued to reside If until he was 23 years old, and was chiefly engaged 
'. in teaming. At the age named he returned to Can-

·if:· ada and hecame interested in mercan tile business at 
-1,) 

. ~, Ha~tings, ilst t1~l: count
d
y of l'ctdcrlJorough'h. kIn r8~ I 

' i' he came to aglllaw an engage as a c ec clerk 111 

C the employment of the Flint & Pere Marquette Rail-
/ .. road Company. In the fall of 1873 he located at 

Loomis, and since that time has heen chiefly 
csted in lumbering. In 1880 he Lought So 
wild land on section 8, in which he settled 
spring of 1882. Of this he has cleared and Impft'YiI 
35 acres. Mr. Robinson is a RepUblican in 
sentiment and has officiated eight years as a 
of the Peace, as School Director three years 
two years as Notary Public. He is a member ~ 
Order of Masonry and belongs to Lodge No. 
Knights of Honor, at Loomis. 

He was married Feb. 25, 1861, at Norwood . . , 
to Eliza Weston, a natIve of England, where she 
born Feb. 22, 1845. Of seven children born of 
marriage three are deceased,-Maud, Ray and 
George W., John S., Thomas B. and Violet A. 
living. The mother died Jan. 18, IS76, at 

·~1 t .®l~o • 14. , 

1,.00'00 W;og, 'am" on '''tinn 34, 
Townshi p, was born in Haldimand Co., 

e = May 30, r839; and is the son of John 
. . Almira (Randall) Wing. The parente 

natives of Vermont, of New England 
and thei r family included two daughters 

five sons, Lanson being the youngest. Both 
died in Ontario, the mother when the subject of 
sketch was very young. 

For a short time after his mother's death, he 
under the charge of his father; and then, 
a Lrother and sister, he was sent to live with a 
named George Brown, where he remained over 
years. He then went to live with a sister, 
some time alternately worked on the faml 
tended school. He came to this State in ISS 
located at Port Huron, where he followed the 
of carpentry. This he had learned when a boy. 
the summer of 1863 he removed to Saginaw, 
the fall of 1865 he came to this county. 
mained a year at Mt. Pleasant, during which 
he worked on the first church edifice in that 
for the Methodists, at that time under the 
Elder Bradley. He : then obtained 80 acres 
he now lives. His was the tenth family to 
Vernon, and that season (1866) was the first 
any logging was done in that township. He 
proved most of his land, and erected the 
Luildings. 

t:~~~' \' ''' ' '' -. , if' ~A" " c "<·DU··DU·~ ""'.LiXU,..- ~~~~ '. ~..:!? , " (. ,- I . ".", • .. .. (.)_. _ )_:, ~ ( . , _~!:",I:)"" GJ;tV_-----
':~~~J . t~ " .:. \ :~ ... " . . fl. . . _. I '.! ,/ ; , 

He was married in Ontario, May 25, 1860, 
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FI gan daug,hter of James and Anna cUlling 15,000 feet of Illn~ber and .30,000 shingles '1i Anna ana., 

Goslin) Flanagan, The parents and daughter were daily. He owns also a lint: residence. \\ ,I 
(. f Ireland. where the latter was born, Nov. He was married in Gt:nesee County, this State, :.f'.'.,' .. 
~~o . ( 

8 When she was three years old, her )ct. 2, 1867, to Miss Amelia Reece, a native of that T 
14, 1 45e'ttled in Ontario, where she lived until her county. Guy R. and Ray R. are the two sons born (,:, 
parents s . . 

. She is the mother of I I children, nl11e of to Mr. and Mrs. H. 
!Damage. . 
1fhorn survived. Following was the rec~rd: Hattie Mr. Horning is politically a" National." He was 
A.., born March 15, 1863; John A., A~nl 20, 1,867; for two years Township Treasurer, and has been also 

A March 19 1869; Lanson, April 17, 1373; village President, and has been village Trustee sev-
nna,' . 

Levi F., Feb. 6,1877; Ellen, Feb., I, 1879; Freddie eral years. He is at present Chid Engineer of the 
and Josephine, Sept. 20, 1881; 1 hom as, March 6, F irt: Department of Clare. 
t884. Edwin H. was born March 30, 1861, and 
died Aug. 18, 1873. Mary was born Feb. 8, 1875, 
and died March 6, 1875. 

Mr. Wing belongs to Clare Lodge, No . .333, I. O. 
O. F. He has been Township Treasurer, and is 
D01f Justice of the Peace and School Director. He 
supports the Democratic party. 

obia.s P. Horning, manufacturer of lumber 
and shingles, residing at Clare, was born in 
Amherst Township, Erie Co., N. Y., March 

28, 1843, and lived with his parents ll n til 
legally of age, alternately attending school and 

illiam H. Hanne, farmer, section 9, Deer­

field Township, is a son of John and 
Catherine Hanne, both of German ancestry. 

(His mother died Sept. 18, 1882.) 

He was born in Steuben Co. , N. Y., Feb. 8, 
1850; lived in the Empire State until 1870, 

when the family moved to Ohio; a year and a half 
afterward he went to Kings City Township, McPher­
son Co., K an., and I I years subsequent to that he 
came to t.his county, 'purchasing 120 acres of land, 
whert: he now has J 3 ac res well sllhdut:d to cultiva­
tion. 

June 12,1 875, he married Miss Charity, daughter 
of Henry H . and Mary Eo (Laudt:rdale) Stewart. 
Her fa ther died aboul three years ago, and her 
mother is still living, in Fulton Co., Ohio. To Mr. 
and Mrs. H anne have been born five children, 
namely. Homer K , Florence S., William Howard, 
living, and two who died in infancy. 

With regard to political issues, Mr. H anne votes 
with the Republicans. 

working on the farm. He then came to this 
State and located in Richfield, Genesee County, 
1fhere he was engaged in a saw-mill. He was a 
natural machinist and engineer, and without any 
special training undertook to run the engine, in 
which he was successful. After a year at the engine 
he exchanged his work for th at of head sawyer and 
filer. In 1865 he went to E ast Saginaw, where he 
was employed principally as a filer. In the fall of 
the same year he returned to Genesee County, where ~~.~ 
he was married; and two years later he came to Isa- ~tfu~-"t~ . 
bella County and located on section 21, Vernon ,/.I · ~ 'l:' amos Campbell, farm t: r, section 17, Coe 
Township, wht're he and his urother bought 640 -'ql ~ """ Township, is a son of John and Maria 

acres of pine land. Two years afterwards he re- ~~r"/~ (Tusten) Campbell, the former a native of t 
moved to Clare and engaged in the manufacture of '. Ireland and the latter of Pennsylvania, who 
lumber and shingles, which is his present occupation. . passed their lives in Chester Co., Pa., she dy- ", ' 
In 1"878 he erected a grist-mill in connection with his ing in 1837 and he in 1859. They had seven ;' 
~w.mill; hilt findingitunprolitahlt: he exchangl:(\ children. 
It after threl: years fur an 8o-acre farm in Vernon The su!Jjt:ct of this skt:tch was bom in the above C!.l) 
Township. His present saw-mill ha~ a capacity for county May I, 1830, was reared on a farm and edu- ,./ 

---~~--~"'('-« ~U D Po nn<>~-· .. ;~-::"Y~Y~ .. ·.t ~"; ,~~(~) Jfi.~~( . ' . ; . '../ y."~~;j 
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,~ cated at the common school. When of age he came marriage: Albert P., born Aug. 9, 1873, died 
~~ d I ~~ to Jackson County, this State, where for two years he 13,1879; Alfre S., born Ju y 10, 1875, died 
,~_ worked on a farm by the month. In October, 1854, 30, 1879; James was born Sept. 12, 1878, and 
~),~ .. he came to this county and entered 240 acres of land soon after birth. Lucy K . was born Dec. 2,1879 

in Coe Township. He has since disposed of all but died nine days later. Three children died ' 
110 acres, and he now has 90 acres in good cultiva- 22 days and the household was desolated with 
tion, with a good residence and fine farm buildings. exception of the father. He was a second time 
He was a pioneer, commencing with a log cabin in ried March 17, 1881, to Nancy A.,daughter 
the wilderness, and has prospered as an industrious, W. and Esther Jane (Powell) Brown. She was 
economical husbandman, having now the essentials Nov. 18, 1853. The two children now '''".IUlleD 

of a comfortaule home. He has been Path mas ter in the family circle were born as follows: 
for several years, and is at present School Director, Jan. 28, 1882, and George W., born Feb. 22, 1884-
which office he has held for T 5 years. In national 
politics he is a Democrat, and in n:1igion he, as well 
as wife, is a member of the Mdhodist Epi scopal 
Church. 

In September, 1864, he enlisted in the 15th Mich. 
Inf. and served about nine months, rece iving an 
honorabl e discharge at W;t,;hington, D. C. During 
his military experience he received no wound and 
met with no serious accident. 

Mr. Campbell was married, in Jackson Co., Mich., 
Jan. 18, 1855, to Euphemia, daughter of John and 
Rachel (Sloat) Neely, who were natives of New York 
State. Mrs. C. was born in Manchester, Mich., May 
17, 1834. The children born in this family are, Isa­
bella, Rachel A., Nettie, George B., Ada and Ella, 
besides Hattie and Charlie, deceased. 

-·':;';,. ····~JharleS Robbins, fanner, sec. 14, Gilmore 
-il~ Township, was born April 23, 1847, in 

... Montcalm Co., Mich., and is the son of 
Noah and Eliza (White) Robbins. His father 
is deceased and his mother is living, in the 
south part of r sahella County. 

When M r. Rohhins became of ;'ge, he enteretl his 
first papers to a homestead claim of 40 acres of land 
where he now lives. The entry was made in 1868 
and his patent was granted him in 1873. He has 
placed hi s entire farm under cultivation. He is a 
Republican in political connection. He has been 

(i, ' twice married. His union with Keziah, daughter of 
?:J{ William and Sarah Phipps, occurred June 6, 1872. 
~ She was born Feb. 26, 1839, and died Dec. 9, 1879. 
~ Following is the record of the children Lorn of this 

~~~j:",--ro:v~~0~~W'>- ----~~~": 

homas Carroll, fa rmer and present 
visor of Isabella Township, residing 
section I I, was born in Ireland, March 

,847· 
The parents of Mr. Carroll, Patrick and 

garet (Kelley) Carroll, 'were natives of 
" Emerald Isle," and of pure Irish blood. The 
was a farmer by occu pation and followed his 
in his native country, and there died, about the 
1848. The mother also died in the same collDtl'lf,;i 

about the same year, within a week of the demise 
the father, and when Thomas was only one year 

Soon after the death of his parents, Thomas 
brought by his relatives to this country. They 
cated in Seneca Co., N. Y., and a few years 
their settlement, Thomas was adopted by a Mr. 
D. King, a farmer of that county. He lived with 
King, working on the farm and attending the 
mon schools until 187 I, when he came to this 
and settled in Branch County. Here he worked 
farm on "shares" in the county of Coldwater, 
then went to Bay City, where he worked for a 
11. (). Fisher, an extensive lumberman of that 

Six years !ater, in 1875 , Mr. Carroll came to 
county and purchased 40 acres of land on section I 

Isabella Township. The land was heavily turlberea. :; 
and by honest industry and energetic effort he 
unaided, placed 30 acres of it in a good state 
cuI tivation. 

Mr. Carroll was united in marriage, in Clare, 
5, 1875, to Miss Udella, daughter of John S. 
Margaret (Weaver) Skinner, Iiatives of New 
and residents of Michigan almost all their lives, 
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~ St te they both died, the father in Hillsdale own business at Mt. Pleasant in September, 1883. '~' 
"IIICh a. , U d II b . " . II nd the mother In Branch County. e a was ~rn HIS practice IS lx>pular and extending gradua y and i;~ 
a h County Sept. 16, 18SS. Her father dyIng permanently in the village and surrounding county. 
in Brane ' h .. r . 

h was 14 years of age, she was thrown ulx>n He as the county appointment of PhysIcian lor IllS 
"hen s e . . . . . . 

ies of an unthmkIng world and compelled dlstnct, which compri<;es the townships of U11l0n, 
the mere 

her own livelihood. She engaged as a do- Deerfield, Isabella and Nottawa. 
to earn . 'd d . nd in that capacity battled agaInst pn e an aaestlC, a . ' 
earned her own living unul her marnage. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll are the parents of three c~il­
dren : John D. K., born July 25, 1876 ; Genoa S., 

J 
I 27 1878 ; and Thomas F., May 13, 1883. 

u y , . " l 'u I " D If Politically, Mr. Carroll IS a ~ era emocrat. · e 
b held the office of Townshl p Clerk for three terms 
.: Supervisor for five y.ears; an~ is an esteemed 
and respected citizen of hiS townshl p. 

rank H. Tyler, M. D., homeopathic physi­
cian and surgeon at Mt. Pleasant, was 
born Aug. 28, 1855, in St. Joseph Co., 

Mich., on a farm eight miles north of Sturgis. 
He i!l a son of Ansel and Harriet (Foote) 
Tyler, the former a native of Onondaga Co., 

N. V., and a farmer all his life, until the past few 
years, which he has devoted to his lumber interests 
at Sturgis. The mother was born in Genesee Co., 
N. Y., and is still living at Sturgis. The parents 
both came to Mic.higan with their respective families 
about 1833 or 1834. Three children were born to 
tbem. Dr. Tyler is the eldest; Minnie M. is Pre­
ceptress of the High School at Sturgis; Justin R. is 
tbe youngest. 

Dr. Tyler was reared as a farmer's son, alternating 
tbe labors of the summers with winter study, until he 
was r6 years old, when he went to Evanston and 
entered the Northwestern University, where he 

heodore Hengesbach, farmer, section 3, 
Deerfield Township, is a son of William 
and Catherine (Weber) Hengesbach, who 

were nati ves of <';ermaIlY, and was born in 
Clinton Co., Mich., Sept. 14, 1840, and was 
educated at the common school. At the age 

of 15 he began to learn the trade of shoemaker, 
which he followed until 1880. In March, 1880, he 
came to Isabella County and settled on a half of 
section 3, Deerfield Towl15hip, which he had pur­
chased the previous fall. He has since disposed of 
200 acres, and has about 35 of the remainder under 
good cultivation. In the summer of 1883 he built 
a modern residence, which will compare favorably 
with any in the township. 

Aug. 29, 1870, in Clinton Co., Mich., Mr. H. was 
married to Miss Anna, daughter of John J. and Cath­
erine (Miller) Schafer, who were natives of Germany. 
Mrs. H. was born in the above county, Aug. 15,1854. 
The children in this family now are, Tracey, William, 
Eda C. and Lawrence G.; Catherine, Allie and an 
infant a re deceased. The parents are members of 
the German Catholic Church, and Mr. H. in political 
views is independent. 

studied two years. He went thence to the State _ terling A. Hursh is a farmer on section I7 
Normal School of Michigan at Ypsilanti. Leaving of Wise Township, and was born in Clyde, 
there, he became a teacher and passed two years in Wayne Co., N. Y., May 25, 1849. His 
that capacity at Nottawa, after which he began read- parents, John M. and Elizabeth (Brown) 
ing for his profession in the office of Dr. W. E. Clark, Hursh, were born respectively in Steuben and 

= = 

* = = . ~. 

~ 

of'Three Rivers. In the fall of 1878 he entered the Chenango Cos., N. Y. Later in life they came 
Medical Department of the University of Michigan, to Michigan and settled in Isabella County. The ~~(€ 
wbere he was gradua,ted in the spring of 1880, at the father died in November, 1877, in Loomis. The 'v 

H ~ . • :eopathic College. H e passed a year as As- mother is a resident of Mt. Pleasant. Jt 
nt to Dr. Franklin, Professor of Surgery in the Mr. Hursh accompanied his parents to the Penin- "" 

Colle~e named, and afterwards opened an office at sular State when but seven years of age. HI:! passed , 
SturgIs, Where he remained until he established his the years of his life previously to the age of 20 years ),~ 

,»Xi),,/IV' '- < . 0 If " ' .. n n' ~ """..6><A) -- !! ' r.-::· ... \h~ J r.. .... 'I!.:1 -----1~1!!).. ... l. j7- c ( :~ II',,? ~'~----'~~:I')'~P/- ,- (~)., .... ~.I,j.\ ~\f ~lJ""~, .. ,,:!.~};1 
~ ., .. .:1 



r-.. .. . ] 

'~~'@,{-( . ') }"'\ ,, ' ~ ,> .' --_ .... ' . ~ ,. ,'.,,;,. ::--"""'""7'( ~uu :y: Ii u~ )~--:"6<:(.~.~>I'i':'---­
\. 

/ - 33(, j ,\'ABEJ;L.1 COUNTY. 

in attendance at the common schools and engaged 
in farming. At the age named he uecame salesman 
in a store at Mt. Pleasant, where he remained a year, 
after which he worked some time in the woods. In 
the fall of 187 I he opened a country store at Loomis, 
in partnership with his father, and continued its 
management until the summer of 1875, when he 
went to Fentonville, Genesee Co., Mich., where he 
engaged 18 months in the hotel business, after which 
he sold trees about six months. In the spring of 
1877 he returned to Loomis, and was engaged in the 
woods chieRy until 188 r, when he bought 120 acres 
of wild land on sections J 7 and , 8 of Wise Town­
ship. On this he has since lived and pushed the 
work of clearing and improving. He has placed 30 
acres under improvemen ts, and has it all in tillage. 
In politics Mr. Hursh is a RepUblican, and has been 
active in the public welfare of Wise T ownship since 
its organization. He held the position of Township 
Treasurer one year. 

He was married at Loomis, Dec. 25, 1873, to Alice 
G., daughter of J ames and Charlotte (Bailey) Tuoos. 
(See sketch of J ames Tubbs.) She was born June 
2 I, 1853, in Grand Blanc, Genesee Co. , Mich . . Of 
this marriage four children have been oorn, one of 
whom survives, - James. Eddie L. died when 
three years old and two children died in infancy. 

~rr""'~~ ~ -~~ji) illiam Horan, lumi>erman, seeliol) I G, 
~ ,& Denver TOlVllship, is a SO il o f Michael 

.Jc ~ "Q- • and Rosanna (Donahue) Horan, natives 
,. r of Ireland. The parents came from the 

\ Emerald Isle when quite young, and were 

He was married at Mt. Pleasant, M;1.y 31, 18,6 
Margaret, da ughter of Cornelius and Ellen ' 
natives of Ireland. Mrs. Horan was born in 
tenaw Co., Mich., Dec. 8, 1858, and is the moth 
four children,-Rose E., Vincent L., Mary, and er 
yet unnamed. 

Mr. H. has been School Inspector in V 
Township two years, and is politically a supporter 
the Democratic party. 

~ ohn Kiriney, resident in Clyde 
. St. Clair Co., Mich., was born Oct. 13, t 

in the township where he now lives. 
is a SOli of Arnold and Laura M. 

Kinney. The father was born in 1804, in 
State of New York and spent his life in 

c ult,:re and lumbering. He came to Clyde 
ship in 1828, and was among the first of the 
settlers of that section of Michigan. His wife 
lowed him in 1830. She was born in Bath, 
Co., N. Y., in 1810 and died in Clyde, 
1849. Their family comprised seven children, 
follows : Daniel, a carpenter at Grand 
George, who died in infancy; John, of this 
Charles, deceased; Francis, living on the 
stead in Clyde Township; Chester, a resident of 
l 'luron, Mich.; Lau ra, deceased. She married 
li am Gardner, a fa rm er of Clyde Township. 
children survive her. Mr. Arnold Kinney died 
8, 1872 . 

M r. Kinney, of thi s sketch, was reared on his 
ther's farm and train ed to the same pursuits. 
the age of 12 years he became a valuable as!list:anli 

ma rried and settled in the Dominion of Canada, the lumber interests of his father, commencinl 
where he died, in September, 188 I. She survives. career as a lumberman by driving the teams in 

The subject of this uiography was born in Canada, woods, a nd pursuing the business on their 
Feb. 26, 1850, and lived in the Dominion until 20 tensive tracts of timber land. He began life on 
years old, engaged in farming. He then went South', own responsibility when he was 20 years old 

0;: where he spent two years in different places. He spent the winters of 1860-1 and 1861-2 in 
, the n lived a year and a half at Marquette, Michigan, ing in his native township. In the fall of I 

:~, and in 1875 came to this county and bought 80 acres came to Mt. Pleasant, where his father had, in 
;~{ in Vernon Township, which he still cultivates. He bought 320 acres' of land, and on this he spent 
,:fl has 60 acres nicely improved. In the fall of 1883 he winters securing the lumber in part. The 
(~ removed to Denver Township and bought a saw-mill, now included in the east part of Mt. Pleasant, e which has a capacity of 12,000 fe et daily, and em- in the village corpora tion. In 1865 he 
f ploys seven men. his home in Clyde Township, which he \JUI ..... _"'l", 
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~8S ~ved . He sold the place about the ye:H 1867, was nominated fO.r COI~gressman, to fill th e vaca~cy ~~ 
nnp late r I)urchased [60 acres on section four, created by the resignatIOn of O. D. Conger, running q .. (' 
and a year .. ' . " . . d 1 IOwnshilJ in which he has slI1ce resided. a~all1st Cyrenus B. Black, Democratic nominee, an 
in the same '. . . ' . . . . . 

d I . n improved to a lllnited extent. It 15 now John T. RiCh, Repubhcan candld.ite. HIs party,) I It ha uee " 
• t of advanced improvement and under the claimed the election through mistake by the oppo-
In a sta e .. d ' . I . CI' h ' . 

f cultivation with roo acres 111 tillage all sltlOn, uut he made no ellort to secure t e pOSitIOn. best type 0, . . . 

I· d with creditable and valuable farm fi~ture s. In 1882 he was nonllnated for Representative on the 
IUPP Ie .. F" . E~d d 

I. 'ld'ln as are of the best order and hIe or- 'uslon ticket and made the canvass agall1st ~ war 
The uUI '" .., . 

h rds contain fine assortments of fruIt. He I~ the VlI1cent. He refused to ha ve hl ~ name used, but he 
c a n'etorof two farms situated n.:speclivcly at ( :Iyd c was placecJ in lIolllination despite his protest, and 
prop .' I . ' j'l k' f d I (c:nter and on sec\lull 22 111 the saillc tUWIIS lip. . Ie ma II1g no special effort, he was de ealc hy on y 

first contains 130 acres, with 40 acres c1eared,on wilich about 100 votes . 
. located the Custer House, under the co ntrol of Mr. Kinney was married July 3[, [858, in Clyde, 

~erry Dorsey. The second has 160 acres, with 40 to Margaret W. Atkins. She was born Sept. [4, r838, 
acres under culture. He al so owns 40 acres of land in Glasgow, Scotland. The five children of Mr. and 

adjoining Mt. Pleasant village an(~ 100. lots w.i:hin Mrs . Kinney were born as foll ows: Arnold, July, 3, 
the corporation and situated on Killney s Addition. IR60; Nettie , Nov. 10, [862; Laura, April 22, J 865 ; 
He holds, besides, a half inte re st in lallds in Wise Bertha 1.., Sept. 9, ,R67; Marioll, Feh. [2, ,1\7 2. 

Township, whi ch incllid es a claim of I,OOO acres of 

wild land. 

Mr. Kinney is at present pushing his lumber in­

terests in Cummings Township, Oscoda County, 
where he was similarly engaged in 1883. H e em­
ploys a working force which includes about a score 

of assistants. 

He is intimately connected with the history of the 
village of Mt. Pleasant . He opened th e first regu­
lar Ilona-fide store in 1864, by buying a stock or 
goods of Henry ])unton, who was sellillg thelll froll! 
bis house. John Carter constructed a huilding, 
which Mr. Kinney rented and utilized as a store . 
He continued the manage ment of the enterpri se 
from the spring of I 864 until the spring of 1865, 
bauling his goods from Saginaw with a four-ox team. 

He became Postmaster Jan . 1,1 864, and o ffi c iated 
in that capacity until March I, , 865. When he as-
UlIled the position, Ihe uffice had jll st been removed 

from a point two miles so util of Mt. Pleasant, on 
"Blunt." 

A . Letson, farmer, blacksmith and mer­
chant, section 22, Coldwater Township, 

was born July 8, 1842, nea r Norwalk, 
Hllron Co., Ohio. He is a son of Freeborn 

and Esther (Rounds) Letson. His father was 
born in Rhode Island. His mother was a 

Ilative of New York. Both parents di ed in Cold­
water, Branch Co., Mich. They emigrated to St. 
Joseph Co., Mich ., in [855, where the father pur­
chased an im proved farm. 

Mr. Letson fou nd himself the master of his own 
fortunes at th e age of I8, and went to work in an ax 
factory, where he spent two years. He then e ngaged 
as a farm assistant, working by the month for two 
years, when h e bo u!-(ht 20 acres of land about two 
miles from th e c ity of Coldwater, in Branch Co., 

~ . ; . 

1:::::'-

~. ' , ' . 

Mr. Kinney belongs to the National Greenhack 
pany in lJOlitical affi li at ion . He se rved as T ow n­
Ihip Treasurer of Clyde in the years of 1874- 5- 6 
and has officiated in most of the local school offices. 
He has t"ken an act ive and subs tanti a l interest in the 
educ.ational affairs of his nat ive township. He was 
noml t d . 

Mich. The entire tract was in timber, which he 
converted into fuel and sold in the city. When this 

( (J 
was accomplished he went to Houghton Lake, and, r 
in comp~ny witl~ a pardtnler, ~rank kS.ixhey, spent five .A.,. 
months In trappll1g an luntlng, ta II1g hear, marten, ii:. 
beaver, otter, fi shers alld wolves . At the close of f~ 
the season, th ey took an Indian canoe and carried ~' 
their furs to Muskegon, .)00 miles distant. Their @ 
lahors netted thelll $~oo each, hut were a ll e ll(led 

• na e In ,878 for County Treasurer on the Na-
tIOnal ticket d " . an ag:lln In J 880, hilt falled to secure 

~~~~~_. ____ ~~~~~~~~ ~~~ ~~.~ __ ~~ ~f,~.;~~1.p .... . ,un '~«nU;)I\-,) ,>0"' - ~/~: ~" V'"'~~.~.~ 
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with some inconveniences and pri vations, the seVl:r­
est of which was their entire removal from thl: society 
of white men. 

Mr. Letson next spent a SUlllml:r ill the West, vi sit, 
ing Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska and K ansas , 
after which he spent two or three months in Fulton 
Co., Ohio. He then came to White Pig':!on, Mich., 
where he rented a farm for two years, after which he 
came to Isabella Co., Mich. During his stay at the 
former place, he enlisted, Aug. 29, 1864, in the 14th 
Michigan Battery. The comm and was assigned to 
the 22d Army Corps under Gen. Hitchcock. Th ey 
were first sent to Nashvill e, Tenn ., where they re­
mained two months, after which the battery was 
stationed at Fort Greble on the Potomac to gu ard 
the National Capital. Mr. Letson was mustl:red out 
July 1,1 865, and came to Isal)el1a County ill Jil66, 
reaching Mt. Pleasant 011 the 17th of JUlie. On the 
day folIowing, he took possession of the farm on 
which he has since lived . He rem ained three days, 
clearing out underbrush, driving stakes for his house 
and cutting timber. He then went back to some old 
cabins on the Chippewa River, known as Ward\ shan­
ties. Soon after he started for St. John's, Clin ton 
County, going thence to Ionia to the land office 
where he made the first entry on his land , homestead~ 
ing 80 acres. He bought of the State 80 acres in 
addition , and to this he has since added 40 acres 
more. His farm now includes 140 acres of cleared 
land. Mr. Letson is one of the first settlers in Cold­
water Township, and ha.s been one of its most valu­
able and substantial citizens. 

He was marri ed Feb. 27, 1866, to Ann a Elizabeth, 
[If daughter of Carmi and Mary Ann (Willett) Hammond. 

'-:':j She was born Dec. 7, 1848, in Clin ton Co., Mich. 
: { Her mother died Feb. 2 I, 1876, lIear St. John's, Clin­

ton COUllty, and her father dil:d July <), 1883, in 
Coldwate r, at the residence of her SOli, Corneliu s 
Hammond. Following is the record of the eleven 
children that have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Let-

! son : Orrin D., born Dec. 7, 1866 (died May 15, 
-\ 1875); Oliver A., Aug. 2 I, 1868 (died May r 3, (875); 

Burt M., Sept. 1 I, 1869; Myrtie B., Sept II, 1869 
. ~; . (died May 20, 1875); Mary S., Oct. 13, 1871 (died 

July 2.8, (872); .Mira, Oct. 13, 1871 (died Oct. 3 1, 
followll1l?); Noma, born Oct. 13, IR7 I (died the day 
of herbl~th); Loren S., Jan. 6, 1875 {died May 25, 

( ' " 1875); CoraB.,Dec. 16,1876; Hamilton L., March 

" -
I'V 
;~ 
';- 30, 188o; Tena, April 16, 1882. 

The portrait of Mr. Letson will doubtless b 
comed in tl~e gal~ery of this ALBUM by the e 
and accordingly It appears, on the page facin 
commencement of this sketch. g 

.---~--. 

-. ohn Block, farmer on section 36 !'1ClttIL1U 

':,- is a son of Frederick and Mar; 
. B.lock, and of German descent. The 

~Ied 111 Mecklenburg, Germany, and the 
111 Mt. Pleasant, this county. 

He was born Jan . 18,1836, in Mecllue,nbun1 
Germ any, and , residing with his parents until of 
he then came to the United States .. He was 
employed for six months in a stone <!lIarry in 
N. Y. He then worked on farms uy the month 
the breaking out of the war, when he enlisted in 
78th N. Y. Vol. Inf. He participated in the 
of the Shenandoah Valley, under Gen. Banks, 
chester, Cedar Creek, Cross Keys, Chancellnr.villlt 
Ced.ar Mountain, second Bull Run, Gettysburg 
Antietam . At Gettysburg he was wounded in 
third day's fight, a piece of a shell breaking his 
foot. He was in field hospital seven days, and 
transferred to the hospital at Bedloe's Island, N. 
where he remained until the corps was transferred 
the Western Department under Hooker. He 
his command at Alexandria; was in the 
of Missionary Ridge and Sherman's march to 
sea, and at Chattanooga. He marched under 
man until the surrender of Gen . Johnston. His 
ment was the first to enter Atlanta and the first. 
Savannah. 

He was mustered out at Alexandria, Va., 
lived ill Erie Co., N. Y., one year, engaged in 
ing. Coming to Livingston County, this State, 
bought a fa rm of 62 ac res, and there lived for 
years. March I, 1870, he arrived in Isabella 
Here he first followed teaming for six months, 
rented 40 acres of land, but owing to ill health 
abandoned for a time the idea of farming, and 
into the resta urant business. He erected a . 
building at Mt. Pleasant, and sold liquor and 
ments for a year. Selling out, he bought a 
160 acres in Union Township, which he 
five years. He then exchanged for his present 
of 80 acres, 65 of which are improved. 

t~~.A r-, "';"-" ~ !\ •• \~~): Ir , \ ~ ,,~- - -, (r, '': ",- ®-
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fie waS married ~ept. 23, 1865, In A:lllers,t, ~r:e England and New York respectively. They are l),, :~ ' 

Y t CatherIne Gardner, daughter of Challes both deceased, the father dying in Minnesota and c: 
Co N. ., 0 , ,-

., I' (Wetherhold) Gardner. She was born the l~lOther in Ohio. <, .' 
~~u ~ 

~ 6 Three children have Leen added to Abbie E. was born in Clinton Co., N. Y., June 10, I 
July 17, 104 . , I . . .. 

'1 ircle' Henry Charles, born III Am leist, 1827. She accOllllJanied her parents to Ohio when 1C; the faml Y c . . 
Erie Co., N: Y., July IS, [.~ 66; FrederIck E.n~ery, 12 years of age. and when 26 years old came to this 

. Livll1gston Co., Mich., July I I, [868, and State. Her education was received in Nelson Col-bom \U " . , 
Anna Catherine, born 111 Mt. Pleasant, thiS cOfIllty, legl: , Portage Co., Ohio. At the age of '5 years Mrs. 

April 14, 1870' . M . entered on the profession of a teacher and con- ! 
Mr. B. is politically II1dependent, Lut has IIl:reto- tinued the same with credit and success until 1873. 

fore been a Democrat. She taught the first school in District No.6, Lincoln t . 
l ' I' ~ ~ owns lip. (~ .~ 

1
(4;", 

Mr. and Mrs. M. are the parents of two children: y' 
Ellen A., who was Lorn April '3. 1857, died Feb. 

~ I mos D. Mattison, retired farmer, residing 

" _I~ on s~ction '}. l,incoln Township, was hO, l"Il 
Ii .. ,~ o>JI , , • 
~t~ in Monroe Co. , N. Y., Dec. 2R, 18 1<). [[IS 

f father, Michael, was a native of that State, of 
English parentage and a farmer by occupation, 
and is yet living, at the veneraLle age of CJ [ 

years, in Genesee County, this state. His mother, 
Martha (Am old) Mattison, was a native of New 
England and a grandchild of Capt. Stephen Arnold, 
of Revolutionary fame. She died in 187 I, in Ing­
ham County, this State, aged 75 years. 

I'), 1883, at her home in Lincoln Townshi p. She 
was lIlarried in this county, Nov. 24. 1873, to Samuel 
I). Kyser, ],o~n_July 2,},dj'47, in'Ohio. He came to 
this State in 1866. They arc the parents of two 
children,-Jenny S., born Jan. 28, 1874, and Forest 
D., born Nov. J7, 1876. 

Katie S. Mattison, second daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. M., was born Oct. 6, 1861, and now is at home. 
She is a teacher by profession, having entered on the 
same at the age of IS years. 

M r. Mat tison, politically, is a staunch Democrat. 
He has held the office of Supervisor and other minor 
offices in the township. 

, ~ 

'1 

In 1832 Mr. M. accompanied his parents from 
New York to Livingston County, this State, and thl:y 
were among the first settlers in Green Oak Township, 
that county. The parents remained in Livingston 
County until r840, when they removed to Ingham 
County, and were also among the first settlels in that 
county. They experienced all the trials of the pio­
neer's life and battled against the vicissitudes of the ' rs. Celia W . Taylor, M. D ., physician and 

~: ." . . ' . druggist at Loomis, Wise Township, was ~ 
Amos D. remained under the parental roof-tree, ~ 1Q;i~" " bO.m atNorthhridge, Mass., July I7, ~~56. " 

lame with earnest determination. 

in Livingston and Ingham Counties, assisting the f~\\'\ She IS the daughter of Paul W. and Mmam 
struggling fa'mily in the improvement of their home, ;. '. ' S. (Coon) Williams. Her parents were natives 

and developed into manhood. respectively of Massachusetts and Connecticut 

One year after his parents removed to Ingham and her father dif!d Feb. 5, 1884. Her mother is 
County, Mr. M. embarked in the flouring-mill busi- still living, with her. 
ness, which he followed with sllccess until 1865. He The parents of Mrs. Taylor came to Michigan when 
then came to this county and purchased 220 acres of she was quite young, and she received her early ed- C-; .... 
land on section 9, Lincoln Township. He subse- ucation mostly at East Saginaw. In r878 she be- j 
quently disposed of roo acres and has placed 85 came a student at the University of Michigan at Ann ] ; 
acres of the remainder under good cultivation. Arbor, and was graduated in the Medical Depart- ! 

Mr. Mattison was united in marriage, Aug. 30, ment, July I, ,88o. She had read medicine to some 
~SS' to M~ss ALLie E. Stokes, daughter of Isaiah extent, iJut had been oLlIged to suspend assiduous ~)J 

• and ElIzabeth (Stranahan) Stokes, natives of attentiol'l to it from a threa tened disease of the eyes . .( 

"~~~~~ ___ --:~~~_~~ ~r"" ..... 'Ull ~nn~) ~ "-~ -( ........ ~::2:~'-f-) . "-; ::;~~": I . :1 ••. . ' . J ~- 'f ' ". ' ,,":::'/ -\"~'.;I 
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.~!.~~ '-4 ~~_~c.""oc.oo=!·~lJFLLA ~.Ofteul. Na 7
s
'Yllo'rt S.t:lY lJroceeded to H.llds'Oll, T.enawee ~ 

_, Tn 1876 she resumed her studies ill that directioll, u. - )1( 
~!~ re-adin!! under the directions of several different phy- COUllty, where he remained during the last years of ~~ 
.;J:. SIClans. After graduation, she at Ollce entered upon his life. The mother also died in Hudson. q .. 
if her practice. She lived five Inonths at Fentonville, When Mr. Faulkner was 20 years old he deter- i 

(r~ Genesee Co" Mich., and, with that exception, she has mll1ed to change his vocation, and turn his attention 
continued in her profession at Loomis to the present from CHming to other uusill ess. He accordingly 
time. In the spring of I XX,') she IJought :t stock of went to Adriall, wlle)1 he entered the tin shop of R. 
drugs ~tIld has a consideralJle IJusiness in th at lille, I" I:ate, ami passed three years in learning the trade. 

in addition to the duties of he r profession. III J an - He came to Mt. [,lea'"lIIt July 2r, r876, where he 

, uary, r 883, she was appointed District Physician, and operated fOLir years in the tin shop of L. N. Smith. 

" she is th e present Physician of the Board of Health In J 880 he established him self in the business in 
X~ at Loomis . She is widely known as a skillflll and whi ch he is now ecgaged, associated with Frank 

"\:\ successflll practitioner, and has a large and increasing Patterson, lInder the firm style o f Faulkner & Patter-
practice. son. The relation continued r8 months, since which 

Mr. Faulkn e r has done bllsiness singly. He changed 
~.3--:;:~;;: .... --E;"-0:-+- his location June r, I88r, removing to the building 

, ) 

eorge E. Dawson, of the firm of Fei ghner 
& Dawso!l, merchants at Clare, W :IS Lorn 
in C;ellesee Co., N. Y., March 14, I X53. 

Four yea rs later the family caille to Ingh:ull 
County, this State, where he lived Ilntil 17 
years old, at tentli n g school most of the ti me. 

At that time he came to Isabella County, where he 
worked in the lumber woods for J [years. In the 
spring of 1880 he made his present location at Clare, 

where he is doing a growing business, now of $10,000 
annually, in the sale of meats. 

He was married April 17, 1882, in Barry County, 
this State, to Miss Carrie Jones, a native of that 
county. One child, Ora, has been added to the fam­
ily circle, born Nov. [2, I883 . Politically, Mr. Daw­
son is a Democrat. 

he has since occupied. His stock is estimated at 
$5,000 in vallie and comprises general hardware, 
stoves, tinwart:, paints, oils, gla~s, steel goods, etc. A 
repair shop is connected with his establishnlent and 
he is duin~ a good job business. His trade requires 
the aid of two assistants. I-Ie built in IS82 a fine 
residence, the ground of which include two lots. 

Mr. Faulkner was married at Ovid, Clinton Co., 
Mich., June 6, 1882, to Annie Denison. She was 
born June 26, I 86 r, near that place, and is the 
daughter of Jared and Fannie Denison. Fannie, 
only child, was born June ro, 1883, at Mt. Pleasant. 

WJ~ }(III~e~~ey El~is, farmer, section .1T, Co!dw~ter 
.(i __ JQ 10wnshlJl, was born Jan. II, 1833, III Pike 
G (~v;v(, , 

;~ ~~) Wyoming Co, N. Y. He is a son of John 
"\' -'" and Lany (Helmer) Ellis. His father was 

~ i \ I . ~ " "<t»l Jom Allg. 22, Ii~08, and dIed Oct. r9, r867; 
.' -~ eorge C. Faulkner, dealer :n general hard- his mother was born Feb. 3, 1810, and died 

ware, etc., at Mt. Pleasant, was born Oct. March 22,1 88 1. 
" 19, 1854, in Toronto, Can. His parents, ()nleaving hOlll e when he attained his majority, Mr. 

Isaiah and Mary (Clark) Faulkner, IJc\onged Ellis I,ecame a farm assistant, working by the month 
to the agricultural class in the Dominion of for five years in the same employment. He enlisted 

i
C
) Canada. His hther was a native of Ireland May 15, 1861, ill Co. F,J3d N. Y. Vol. Inf., and was 1'1 

and emigrated to America when he was but a lad. Illu stered out June 22,1863, He re-enlisted in 

"~'.',. ' ,',_ I 8 h d 'th I ' f '1 t I k N S I 6' I N j" o _ n r 59 e remove WI liS :nlll y 0 ,oc port, . . eptelll )L:f. I X 4, III t le 25th . Y. Independent ," 
Y., where he resided a year and w~nt thellce to Nor- Batte ry. He was in the battles of Lee's Mills , 'Nil. • ~ 
wal k, Ohio. A year later he made another move, to klillSilurg, M echallicsville, White Oak Swam p, M al- I' 

~ Bellevue ill the Huckeye State. After a re , idellce Vl~ 1'I\ Hill, !\,IIietalll, Fredericksburg (first and second) ®) 
E there or fO '. 11' ye:l.r' , he went to Hill ,clalt:, Mich ., and and South MO:lntain. During his period ('If enlistment < 

f~~~;:-'\£V~(~~': S"·"Co>- ~-~(~na:s:n"~~~.·.~ -~--- -<OO~y® ~J ~l,;j .. , ~;: y ~"X)I""- ~ ~" V ~ 



/SAHFLL A COUNTY. 343 -=======. =-''-=--'.--=-. - -_ .. = I' htly ill a nd was sent to the general hospi- Harriso n. The pa rents are of English and Canadian 
be "as s Ig d ' I . I d 'd f I 1. II 

I ran aw ay and afte r two ays trave a ncestry , res pec ti ve y, a n a re resl ents 0 sa ue a 
tal "hell le , " .. 

, . hts' camping out, he caught up with hl~ Co unty. Mr. and Mrs . N . a re members of th e Meth-
aftd tWO n1g . ' 
-, The date of thi s escapad e was whe n odlst Episcopal Church. He is in politi cal se n time nt 
regml~dnt.t k command afte r the ba ttle of Anti e tam, a R e pUblican, and has bee n School Treasurer of hi s 
Burnsl e 00 , , . . 

t to crossin g th e Potom ac, I he ha tte ry d istrict. 
subsequen " N ' 

, n duty at Brashear City a nd a t ew 
did garriSO " .' 

I 
but was \11 no active en gagements. , 

Or eans, . ' . 

O h· return to his home \11 Wyollling County n IS . 
after he was discharged. he engaged in far.min g 111 

t'on with his brother, on a fnrm which th ey c:onnec I . 
owned together. A year la te r he sold out to. 1115 
brother and came to Stanton, Mo ntcal.m C~. , Mi ch., 
"here he remained two years at work I\) shin gle and 

saW mills. March I, IX79. he came to I s:l~e ll a 
County and wrote to hi s b ro th er Frank, wh o JOined 
bim here, and togeth e r th ey bought 120 ac res of !and 
n which they have since resided. M r. Elli s own s o . 

80 Jcres of th e orioin al tract, and has So acres 1111 -

proved. He is a R e publican in politi cs and has 
served one year as Supervisor of She rlllan T own­

ship. 
Mr. Ellis was first married D ec. 24, 1866, to Jean-

nette Phelps, of Wyoming Co., N . Y. M r. E lli s was 
a second time married Nov. 19 , 1878, to Arvill a', 
daughter of Obadiah a nd Abigail (Fay) Russell. 
There have been no children by eithe r m a rri age. 

: obert Neelands, fanner on section I I, Not­
-.r!!!!!'I'!!I=:;; tawa Town ship, is a son of Andrew and 

• Jane (Howey) Neelands, both nati ves of 
Ireland. The fath er noiv lives in Ca nad a , 

onathan Tanner, farmer, section 32 , C')ld-
. . ,~ wal e r '\'ownsbip, was bo rn Se pt. 27, 18 41 

'> in Ontario, Canada, a nd is the son of James 

a nd Sara h (Sumn e r) Tann e r. JIi s pa rents a re 
na ti ves o f En glanrl, a nd a rc both livin g in 
Coldwa te r Town s hip. Their fa mily includes . 

13 chilrl re n, three d a ugh te rs ;~nd ten so ns. 
Mr. T a n:l er was hound out by his pa rent s wh en 

he was seven years old, but ran away befo re the ter­
min at ion of th e first year of his indent ll1'e , because 
of ill usage, He s pent th e period of his min o rity in 

workin g o ut by the d ay, month or year, an d wh en he 
was 2 [ years of age he rented a fa rm, whic h h e man­

aged two years, " fter whi ch he again became a d ay 
la bore r, and was thu s employed two yea rs, exce pt 
when hi s daily time and strength were a bsorhed by 
the ague, whi ch he had in one of its seve rest fo rm s 
In 1866 h e came to Isabella Coun ty and e ntered a 
homestead cl aim of 80 acres, o n which he has since 
res ided . I Ie has sill ce increas ed hi s land ed posses­
sions by th e purchase of 40 acres ad d ition a l. 

The ex pe ri e ll ces of the family in th e ea rly day!> of 
th eir set tle1l1 e nt we re those cOll1mo n to all th e pio­
nee rs o f thi s section, but now and th en a n incident 
occurred whi ch was out o f th e common o rder of 

whe re the ill oth e r d ied, in December, 18°4. thin gs . The fa mil y of Mr. Tann er occu pied a s hanty, 
Their son R obert was born in O nta ri o , Can., a nd at th e tilll e re fe rred to, it was also occ upi ed by a 

Dec. 4,1855, and li ved with hi s pa rents on th e farm neighl Jo r, pelH'\ill g th e e rectio n of her home. M r. 
until he came to ma n's es ta te. H e th e n, at th e age T a nrler was fe lling a tre e in the vi cilli ty. The wind 
of u,came to thi s cou nty, a bout th e firs t of April, was blo wing ha rd a nd caused the tree to take a n un-
1878. For the ensuing yea r a nd a half, he worked expected direction towa rd th e shanty . H e call ed to 
by the month at farming, and then he passed a winte r hi s wife to fly with the children . She caught u p one 

(. 

= = w. 
= = . ~. 
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in Canada, and then he located perma nen tly in Isa- child and th e othe r woma n seized two others and 

bella County. He work ed by the month for three ran . The tree fell a nd M rs. T a nn e r was caught be- • 

years more, and then settl ed on hi s fa rm of 40 ac res, twee n th e b ra nches. She was sli ghtly injured in the "'I 
!",rchased in the fall of 1880. H e has 2S acres shoulde r a nd th e c hild w:tS 50 mu ch hurt th a t he lay 
improved. un conscious three d a 5 a nd three ni ght s. Th ere was ~~ 
. He was married Dec. 20, 1882, to Anni s M . H a r· no physicia n neare r th a n Mt. Pleasa nt, ;tl~ d Mr. ')':In . ~ 

"SOn, daughter of Joh ll D. and AlllIira R. (Fraz ier) lH' r ran to the home of :t ncighl lor···-·J :I\1\l:s Jo hn s() l1 - '\. 

. ('na ·"'nu·)L-C -.."" f?l<OL""" "" ~,"~~~(~r.)~'~~ __ -,-c_·'""",c .. :, ' 9.'~ ' __ 'l't~i , (,ii)'r _ --~t!,~ t" ": Pt}.. '~~ • ./ t.\~~,'~ 
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)'( who haste ned to Mr. Brubaker, three and a half late war, fell at Chattanooga and is buried in 
41 miles di stant; the latter having a set of medical books National Cemetery. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are the 
'''ii;'' and an assortment of medicines. The child showed ents of two children,-Lawrence B., born May 
" no signs of life for two hours, and meuicine was I X74, and Alice K, IJorn Nov. 24, 188r. The 

/~) forced thro llgh his clinched teeth. He was ill for a cnts are members of the Wesleyan Methodist 
year, but finally recovered. Mr. Miller has been Moderator of his school 

Mr. Tann er is independent in political faith and two terms. Politically, he is a Democrat. 
action. He has served four years as Highway Com­
mission er, and one year as Constable. 

He was married Jan, IS, 1863, to Mary Ann, 
.01 daughter of John and Charlotte (Edwards) Boughen. 
<~ Th.e fath er di ed in Canada in 1872, and ,the mO,ther 
},~ reSides at Mt. Pleasant. Both were English bylmth . 

, esse H. Jordan, farmer on section 30 • 

"", ver Township, is a son of William 

Mrs. T anner is one of ten childn:n born to I,er par­
ellts,- two sons and eight daughters. The record of 
the children of Mr. <lnd Mrs. Tanner is as follows: 
Ernest Albert was horn Fel>. 21,11,66; William 
James, Feb. 16, 1864 (died Oct. 3, 11)65); Minnie 

) Jane, July J 5, 1809; Anna Maria, June 22, 1872; 
Melvin John, May 28,1875; Charlotte LalITa, Feb. 
16, 1877; Martha Augllsta, March 29, (1)79; Elmer, 
March IS, IX8 1 (died April 3, 1881). 

Mary (Garlock) Jordan. His parents 

:l /5- bOrll, married anu for a time afterwards lived 
l~ Cherry Valley, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. 

moved thence to Schuyler County, where 
fath er died. The mother afterwards removed 
Allegany Co., N. Y., her present home. Their 
of eight were named Julia, Catherine, William. 
cinda, Jesse H" Andrew, Charles A. and Norman. 

The sul,ject of this biography was born in 
Co., N. Y., Nov. 9, 1826, and alternately 
school and worked on his father's farm. Leaving 
p'lternal roof at the age of 20-, he worked out 
three,years, af' er which he bought a farm of So 

ndrew J, Miller, fann er on section 7, F .ol- in Schuyler County, which he carried on (or 
land Township, is a son of Barnett and years. He continued at fanning until the spring 

Margaret (Nusebaum) Miller. His father was 1865, when he came to Ionia County and bought 
born in the year 1834, in Tuscarawas Co., acres of partly improved land. A year later he 
Ohio; his mother was horn in Ohio in 1836 and hought another farm in the same county, 
and died in Novemuer, 1866. Mr. Miller, sen- after seven years, he traded for an 80-acre 

lOr, was a farmer in Ohio IIntil 1860, when he re- Clinton County. He. lived there three years, 
unlOved to Indiana. Aftera time he retun~ed to Ohio, disposing of his Clinton County property,he 
<~3 and now resides in Defi ance County. He had hy his Novemher, 1878, to Isabella County and bought 
"" ~ first marriage nine children, and hy his seco lid three. acres of wild land in l>enver Township, where he 

The ~ ul>jec t of thi s hiography was born Nov. 24, since lived. He has disposed of half his land, 
IRS J, in Tuscarawas Co., Ohio, and lived with his of the remainder 70 acres are improved. Soon 
parents until 15 years old. Losing his mother at settling in this county, he built a good farm 
that age, he went out to battle with the world and which he now occupies . 
worked hy the month for three years. He then carne He was first married in Yates Co., N. Y., Dec. 
to Michi gan and worked for three winters. In the 1848, to Matilda, daughter of James A. 

'},.), spring of Ji\74 he callle to Isahella County, was mar- The father was a native of New York State, and 
" ri ed and located on a farm of I 19~ acres. He has daughter was born in Yates County, Oct. 9. 

"1! f<r6 60 acres nicely improved. Of this marriage five children were born 
CJI His wife's maiden name was Libbie Pratt. She (died when four years old), Alice H., \ ,.,al ..... 

~ was born Aug. 1,1858, in Montcalm Co., Mich. Her (died Sept. 9, 1880), Wellington A. and 
((~ ~ parents, Nathan and Charlotte Pratt, followed farm- His wife died in Denver Township, this county. 

E ing. Th e father was a soldier for t.he Union in the 12, 1880, and he was again married, March 140 

{;~~A fo0.."~ '!!."<i>- ~ " 1\./'·nl1.q:.I1I1·~~_~ ___ -4~~~ 
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~~hter- of-c~:·~nrad--= :~d ==·~~I~;e G. Leonora, Ransom M., Lillian E., Mahd, Henrietta ... 
eo Soph)lay ., g and widow of E. G. Battles, who L. and Cora E. The other two died in infancy. 
(R yes oun. . . , 

ee 1 . g tl1ree cl111dren -Ida (J M r. C. has been Scllool Director for two years and 1873 eavln ,., .,i ,'< ,....a J)ec. 23, : , , . . . (, 
cl~ A. and Minnie N. l ,he first and Ltst. of, these Pathlllaster. He is a memLer of Ralph Ely Post, t 
JlJie d ased. Mrs. Jordan was born In Seneca No. 150, G. A. R., and is politically a Republican. r. . 
three are ece . v 

N Y Aug 4, 1839. 
Co.. 'J "h s been Township Treasurer two years, 

Mr. . a . . (II f . f the Peace four years, and III the a . 0 
JUStice 0 lected Coroner, which office he now h<fds. 
• 883 was e . ~ h h' h . 1 Deacon of the Baptist Churc , w IC was JlelsasO .. 

. d in Denver Township In May, 1879. Mrs. 
orpnlze . E' I 'I I • a memLer of the MethodIst plscopa C lurC 1. J IS . . k Nr. Jordan votes the RepublIcan lIc et. 

1;IIJ-eDjamin A. Cohoon, farmer on sec'tion 19, 
Coe Township, is a son of Lidick and 

• Martha (Pi~kard) Cohoon, natives of the 
State of New York. The parents came to 
Jackson Co., Mich .• in [847, where she died. 
He remained there until the spring of IXO [ 

then came to Isabella County, where he now 

resides. 
The subject of this narrative was born in Onon­

daga Co., N. Y., Aug. 10, 1837, and was 10 years old 
when his parents came to Michigan. Remaining with 
his father until 23 years of age, he then worked at hUTI­

bering on the Muskegon River for eight months. Sept. 
9t 1861, he enlisted in the .Eighth Mich. Vol. Inf., 
and served until June 13, 1866. at which time he 
was discharged. He was captured at the hattie of 
Secessionville, on James Island, June ro, rX62, and 
was kept a prisoner for four months. He was again 
taken, Aug. 6, 1864, at the battle of the Wilderness, 
and he was not released until March I, 1865. Dur­
ing his first incarceration, he was for a few days in 
the Libby, but spent most of the time at Columbia, 
S. C. The second time. he was at Dan ville, Va., 
Andersonville, Ga. (five months) and Florence, S. C. 

Returning from the service, he settled in 1867 on 
80 acres on section 19, Coe Township, which he had 
bought the year previous, and on which he now re­
lides, with about 45 acres under cultivation. He 
was married in Jackson County, June 17, 1867, to 
Eudora, daughter of William and Lydia (Page) Gal­
lap, natives of the State of New York. Mrs. C. was 
born in Jackson County, Dec. 29,1842, and has been 
the mother of eight children, six of whom survive: 

. '''l~harles B. Shaver, Superintendent for A . 
B. Long & Son, at Blanchard, is a son of 
John and Mary (Rose) Shaver, natives re­

spectively of New York and Delaware. His 
father was iJorn in I >c1aware Co" N. Y., in 
1826, aud has followed lumbering most of his 

life. His mother was born in 183r. They callie to 
this State in J 870, locating in Emerson Township, 
Gratiot County. They afterwards removed to St. 
Louis, where they yet reside. . 

Their son Charles was born Aug. 7, 1855, in Steu­
I)cn Co., N. Y., and lived with his parents until 16 
years old, when he commenced work ill a mill in 
Gratiot County. He was afterwards for a time in the 
employ of Whitney & Stinchfield, as a foreman. He 
then came to Blanchard for A. B. Long & Son, of 
Grand Rapids. 

He was married Dec. 6, 1883, to Miss Lena A. 
RoLerts, who was born May 2, 1864, the daughter of 
E. D. and Ora A. (Pierson) Roberts. The parents 
were born in Bangor, Me., in 1822 and 1836, re­
spectively. The father has followed lumbering much 
of his life and now lives in Mecosta County. Mrs. 
Shaver is the third daughter in a family of two sons 
and three daughters, all of whom arc now living. 

Politically, Mr. S. is a RepUblican. 

''I![I' ~ " ~ " 

. eorge Miller. farmer on section 9, Coe 
~J ._ Township. residing at Salt River, was horn 

..,0'1~~"'f; >f£ ,~~- in Ontario Co., N. Y., Oct. 23. 1816. His 
r '! ~ father, a lawyer, died when George was about 

six months old. His mother married again, 
and lived at Port Huron until her death. He 

was the only child of his father, and was I)ol;nd out 
to a man by the name of RolJert PIITchase, in his 
native county. It was agreed that he should have 

= = 
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his board, c:othes and schooling, and $100 when he .,./ 

,'!i • " . (ci~'~ '~ ~;~i:~' 
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~3 pcrful'llIcci_ I)(Hlght. XO acres where Charics Stirlillg now ' 
:{~ lIe then carne to Michigan and lived for scveral Arter clearing about 55 acres and making other 

years in Lenawee and Hillsdale Counties, buying his provements, he sold this place and purchased 
C:) first farm in the latter for $1.25 per acre. He came is now known as the Bamborough farm, 100 

to Isabella County in 1854 and bought 320 acres of Here he lived a year and then went to Fayette 
Government land at SO cen ts per acre, and has since Iowa, where he followed his trade somewhat 
resided in this county, He now owns 160 acres;f than a yeaI', He then moved on his present 
land, including village property, 100 acres bein g in October, 1875, He has 80 acres on section 
nicely improved, He bllilt th e first steam mill in this and 20 acres on 23, all under cultivation, 50 
~'ounty, selling th e sallle afterwards for $5,000, bei ng cleared by his own efforts. His farm is 

He was marri ed in Ioni a Co., Mich., in OctoLer, <Lntly located, being but a mil e from the county 
1854, to Mary, dallghter of Peter and Margaret Chaf- and is one of the finest places in Union 
fin, natives of the State of New York. Mrs. Miller having a good orchard, a fine residence, two 
was also born in the Empire State, 1834. She a nd ~tantial barns, and other improvements to rnlrr .. ,.~._~ 

her husLand have been the parents of nine children, He Was a second time married, in Lincoln 
eight of whom survive: Wm. 0., James W" Flora, ship, thi s cou nty, Oct 22, 18'68, to Miss Emily 
Emeline, Marga ret C. (died in April, r883), Betsey, well, who was Lorn near Cleveland, Ohio, Feb. 
Jose phin e, Bl anch and Katie. r849, the daughter of David and Rosina '--1I,liWen. 

«) Mr. M. was one of th e first School Inspectors of his Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
" township_ I-Ie has sillce inv;triahly declillcd officcs, as follows : I,cltie was horn Oct 22, 1869, and 
0. on account of thc dClllall<i s or hi s private businL' ss_ July 30, IS71; El'llcst was born May 21, 1872 ; 

~ Politically, hc supports till: 1>CIl1()cratic party. He land, April,'), 1877; Myrtie, Ikc. 8, r88o; V 
~ ana his sons keep some fine blooded stock, and own July IS; I SX3. 

o 

~
J 
o 
" 

" 
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the well-known stallion "Sunburst.' 
ALout 1859, during the hard times, Mr. M. bor­

rowed a la rge sum of money at Saginaw, paying 25 
per cent interest, by mea ns of which many were 
kept from suffering. He employed deserving men to 
work for him, paying them in provision s, which he 
bought with the borrowed money, and making no 
profit on the cost of the same. 

dwin S. Crowley, fanner on section 32, 
Union Township, is a son of Lyman and 
Clarissa (Crook) Crowley, and was born 

near Wales, Brie Co" N. Y., Oct. 22,1837, H e 

lived on hi s father's farm until 19 YC<Lrs of age, 
and then learned the ca rpen-tcr's trade, at which 

he worked a portion o f the time for ten years. 
In the spring of .I 859 he went to Black Hawk Co., 

Iowa, where he followed his tracle and also worked a 
farm of 40 acres, which he purchased. He was there 
married, March r6, 1864, to Miss Leah French, a na­
tive of England. She died Feh. 28, rXoS, leaving a 
son, Ortic, I'orn the sallle day _ lie caille t.o lillioll 

,; .. , .. ~ 
'(::~'~~\A C!:J'-'.I:').~~--­
~~- '-'==::; ,'....... ' .• , 
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oseph D. Raymond, a prominent 

and lumLer,nan, residing on section 13, 
bella Township, was Lorn in St. Clair 

Mich., A pril 18, 1852, and is a son of 
and Sophia (Rivers) Raymond, natives 
France, and of a pure French family. The 

Raymond was by occupatIOn a blacksmith, and 
in St. Clair Co., Mich" in June, 1854, when 
was but two years old, The mother is still residiDii 
in that co unty, at the age of79' 

The subject of this biography was reared 
the care of his mother and st\!l)-father (David M()()lIt)il 
remaining with them until Ii~ years old, and rl"f::ei ..... 

a good English education in the common 
I ,cavi ng home at the date mentioned, he was 
in th e lumiJer woods of Midland County till the fall 
187X, when he selected Isabella County as his 
The following spring he purchased 40 acreson 
I(j, nenver Township, and subsequent i·, lVf~strnel. 

gave him a total of 1,2Ro acres of heavily 
land. lie has cUlitinucd in the busine:is of 
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• to the pres,. fJ~ 
IDg f h' operations to state that he has put III Republican in political views. (<1» 
xlent 0 IS fl' .-t e . ( 883-4) upwards of 3,000,000 feet 0 In 1872 he had an unusua expenence, which ~:;~. 

tbls season I f 11 ' . d H f M PI . h In 1883 he purcha~ed 140 acres 0 we. m~. ments recor . e set out rom t. easant Wit 1 
togs'ed land on section 13, Isabella, where IS hiS an ox team and wagon and found the bridge dver j(:J ' 
prav h e Sept. 28 1880, at Mount Pleasant, the Chippewa River had been washed away by the 
Present om. ' .. . 

'ted in marriage to MISS Emily McLachhn, high water. He was informed by parties in the 
be was un! . ... .. 

h 
[John and Cathenne Mc Lachlm, \latlves neighborhood that fordmg was practicable, and he 

daug ter 0 . ' d . 
1 d Mr McL came to thiS countrf when made the attempt. He was har Iy mto the water 

of Scot an . . ' . " 
. g andis now a farmer In Isabella 1 ownshlp, before he found himself floating down stream in his ~ 

qUIte youn M R mond was born in St Clair Co wagon box, and the oxen swimming in the direction 
this county. rs. ay . . . ., .', 
~. h Oct. I 1861, and came m 1872 to thiS county, from which they came. On reaching sOllle float-
IDIC ., ' . r 

h she has received IllOSt of her educatIOn. To wood, Mr. Glass jumped upon it and made his way 
;r~r:nd Mrs. R. have been given tW? children: to land on the same side of the river he had left, 

E 
. e E born Aug. 5, 1882; and Damel J., born while the box moored itself on the opposite side. 

ulllC ., ' 
J)ec. 26, 1883. .. He paid a man a half a dollar to swim across and at-

In political faith, Mr. Raymond IS an a~tl ve Sll p- tach a rope to the recreant box, by which means Mr. 
rter of the Republican party. He and Wife adhere Glass obtained possession of his property once more. 

:the tenets of the Presbyterian Church. He was first married Mar 7, 1844, to Harriet c., 
daughter of Nathan and Susan (Higbee) Rasco. 
She was born May 18, 1822, in Orange Co., N. Y. 
The record of the children born of this marriage is 
as follows: Herbert, J line 2, 1845; Caroline Rosa­
mond, Oct. 16, 1846; Egbert, July 19, 1848; an un­
named infant c.hild was born Jan. 15, 185 I, and died 
seven days later. The mother died soon after. The 
marriage of Mr. Glass to Harriet Ann, da ughter of 
Solomon and Susan (Cr..ambers) Gould, occuned 
April II, 1852 . She was born Feb. 26, 1831. Ot 
five children born of this marriage three are Ii vill g. 

uf'us F. Glass, farmer, section 24, Gilmore 
Township, was born Nov. 2, 1819, in Le­
roy, Genesee Co., N. Y. His parents, 

Rufus and Nabby (Webb) Glass, were natives 
of Connecticut and died in Genesee County. 

Mr. Glass received the training of a farmer's 
IOn, and remained under the guidance of his fa ther 
until he was of age. He then acquired the details 
oftht. builder's trade, which he followed 25 years. 
He lived a portion of that period in his native conoty 
and in 1841 came to. Michigan. He purchased 80 
ICres of land in White Lake, Oakland County, of 
which he retained the proprietorship five years. He 
disposed of the property by sale and bought 80 acres 
near Howell, Livingston County. He owned and 
managed this 18 years, and in December, 1867, came 
to Isabella County, where he has since resided ar.Jd 
Owns 160 acres of land, with 60 acres under improve­
ments. He was elected the first Justice of the Peace 
of the township and held the position [2 years. He 
was also the first Supervisor in the township, and 
lerved in that capacity four terms. He was the first 
Sape.rintendent of Schools under tbe township law 
and IS now County Superintendent of the Poor. In 
;880 he was Census Enumerator of two towns in 
.. bella County; and is now School Inspector, a 

The record is as follows : Algernon Sidney, born 
April 26, 1853; Clarissa, April 29,1855; Florence, 
Nov. 21 1858. Hampden was born Sept. 5, 1857. 
and died Sept. 30 following. Rufus was born Dec. 
25,1860, and died March 22, 1875. 

Amid the worthy constellation of protraits in the 
ALBUM OF ISABELLA COUNTY, we are proud to place 
those of Mr. and Mrs. Glass. 

'" 

:icero Kimball, of the firm of Kimball 
Bros., wholesale and retail marketmen at 

Mt. Pleasant, was born Oct 10, 1844, in Erie 
Co., N. Y. He is the son of Samuel and 
Caroline (Parker) Kimball, who reared their 
nine children on a farm . 

.... ---------------------------------

( I 
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1869 and worked one summer as farm assistant with 
Wallace Preston. In the following faU he opened a 
shop on Broadway, where he followed his present 
business' for four years. The shop was destroyed by 
fire in 1875, entailing a loss of $2,000. The spring 
of the same year, a livery barn belonging to him 
burnt, causing a los5 of $500. He then started a 
livery stable and stage line from Mt. Pleasant to St. 
Louis, which he conducted one year. He managed 
the same business between Clare and Mt. Pleasant 
the year following. In January, 1877, he formed a 
partnership with his brother Adelbert, bought the 
site where they are now established and erected the 
building they occupy. Their stock includes all 
varieties of articles common to similar establish­
ments, comprising also fish and game, and they are 
transacting a thriving business. The present busi­
ness of the Messrs. Kimball requires three assistants. 

Mr. Kimball was married Jan . 4, 1870, at Mt. 
Pleasant, to Adelle, daughter of Saxton Jackson. 
She was born in Holland, Erie Co., N. Y. Lelah n., 
born Oct. 2, 1873, and Bessie M., born May I, 1875, 
are the children now included in the family circle. 

Mr. Kimball belongs to Wabon Lodge, No. 305, at 
Mt. Pleasant. He has served several years as Under­
Sheriff and two years as Village Marshal. 

I-~'...!"'''i 

i obert Ervin, farmer, section 2, Nottawa 
l Township, is a son of Samuel and Eliza 
!i . "',r' iJ. (Synnott) Ervin, natives of Ireland. The 
(\'.\ father emigrated to this country when seven 

years of age, and the mother when she was 16 
years old, and they are both still living. 

Robert was born in Gray Co., Can., Sept. 2, 1855. 
He remained under the parental roof-tree in Canada, 
assisting his father in the maintenance of the family, 
until he attained the age of 14, in 1869, when he ac­
companied his parents to this State, and settled with 
them in Sanilac County. He remained in that 
county for two years, and then moved to Midland 
County, and variously occupied his time for five 
years, when he came to this county. He arrived in 
March, 1877, and worked at various occu pations for 
three years, until the spring of 1881, when he moved 
upon his present farm, where he has since lived. 

Mr. Ervin was united in lllarriag~ with Miss Clista, 

~~~~~€~--~ 

dallghter of Joseph and Abigail (Green) Boucher 
8, 11)78. Her mother died March 27, 1875, and 
father is still living. 

Mrs. E. was born Sept. 26,1860, in BrantCo 
The husband and ~vife have been blessed with 
children, born and nam.ed .as follows: Samuel J 
Aug. 9, 1880; .and Abigail R, March 25, 1882. 

Politically, Mr. E. is an adherent to and a oellle'1" 

in the principles of the Republican party. He 
held the official position of School Director and 
Master. His farm consists of 40 acres on section 
Nottawa Township, and he has some I 2 acres of 
same in a good state of cultivation. 

~~harleB W. Gardner, farmer, residing 

" '<J~ Sherman City, was born July 25, I 

and is a son of John H . and Isabella D. 
ham) Gardner. His mother died when 
was 10 years old, and he grew up under 

care of his father and grandfather, learning the 
of blacksmith of the one and that of boiler-maker 
the other. 

He was but 14 years of age when the civil 
broke out, and two years later he became a 
He enlisted Nov. I, 1863, in Co. M, Sixth Ohio 
Cav., and was mustered out June 24, 1865,at 
burg, Va. He was under Gen. Grant from the 
he took command of the Anny of the Potomac 
the surrender of Gen. Lee. He took part in 
battles of Leed's Farm, second action at 
Hill, Weldon Railroad, Boyd's Plank Road, ~.L .......... "" 

Run (first and second), Hicksford, Dinwiddie 
House, Five Forks, etc. He participated 
general engagements, besides being in IlUml1l1!rle.­

skirmishes. 
After leaving the United States service, he enPl~ 

in farming and attending school. After 
about five months at New Harrisburg, Ohio, be 
gaged in teaching one term, after which he 
some time in the pursuit of the trades he bad 
quired. His next engagement was as a farmer, 
he spent three years in agriculture, managing 
farm of his father-in-law. In 1877 he came to 
bdla County, and on the 15th day of December 
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=;d on 80 acres of land in Sherman Township, 
sebt~ e

b 
be had purchased April I, 1870. Since April 

.. IC . ' Sl C 
I 1884, be has made his home In I' lderm~nl c Hy. 
, acres improved and supp Ie Wit 1 .arm tie bas 20 . 
. d' an orchard etc. He has been engaged In bud JOgs, . ' . . 

h· nd preach1l1g S1l1ce he came to this county, 
teac JOg a .'.. . 

d · t present labonng \11 the mterest5 of the Dls-
~ ~a . 
. I ' Church He has been Supenntendent of, the C1p es . . 

f Isahella County one year, Clerk of SheJtnan 
Poor o . . I I 
Township (our years, and has served dunng t le a~t 

Inspector of Schools. In 1882 he was noml­year as 
led for Register of Deeds, but was defeated by uC) 

nat Mr G is a Republican, and in 1880 took the vo es. .' 
censuS of the townships of Sherman, Nottawa and 

Isabella. 
Mr. Gardner was married Sept. I, 1869, to Jeru-

sha Maggie, daughter of John and Margaret (Wiley) 
McGavram, residents of Columbiana Co., Ohio. She 
.. as born Aug. 23, 1849, in Carroll Co., Ohio. Three 
children were born as follows to Mr. and Mrs. Gard­
ner, on the homestead in Ohio: Maggie Belle, Oct . 
14. 187°; John F., May 24, 1874; Mary W., Oct. 

30, 1876. 

lumbus Coles, farmer, section I J, Deer­
field Township, is a son of Horace and 
Lallra (Miller) Coles, natives of Massa­

chusetts; his mother died April 16, T85S, 
and his father Oct. 15, 1882. He was I,o rn 
in Williamsburg, Hampshire Co., Mass., April 

26, 1828. When he was I I years of age the family 
settled in Bainbridge, Ohio, where he lived with his 
parents until he was 26 years of age, when he moved 
to the town of Almena, Van Buren Co., Mich.; but 
ten years afterward he returned to Ohio, locating in 
Solon, Cuyahoga County; and nine years after that 
b, moved to this county, where he has sinc~ resided, 
arriving March 29, 1878. He bought 80 acres of 
~Id land, and at this place he is making a home for 
hImself and family, having now 15 acres improved. 
He is a Freemason (now demitted), a Republican, 
and, with his wife, is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

March 22, 1855, Mr. Coles married Miss Ann, 
daughter of Obed Stevens. By this marriage there 
were four children, viz .: Laurie A., born Aug. 22, 

" 

185u; Arthur Orsemus, April 28, 1859; Lyman Mil­
ler, June 25, 1860; Albert Eugene, March 25, 1863,­
all living. She died June 4, 1863, at Almena, Mich., 
and Mr. C. again married, Oct. 12, 18uu, to Mrs. 
Mary C. Barker, ue,: Ballard. She was born Feb. T 3, 
1837, in Srringlield Township, Oakland Co., Mich., 
and Oct. TU, I S5 7, married Franklin Barker, who 
was wounded at the battle of Chickamauga, and in 
consequence of the wound died, Nov. 6, [864, at 
Chattanooga. By her first marriage she had one 
child, Clna A., born Feb. 4, J 85 8, and is now the 
wife of Wm. E. l{edfield. By the present marriage 
Mr. and Mrs . Coles have one child, Eddie E., born 
Sept. 1, tS(j7' 

ranklin W . Ellis, farmer, section 3 I, Cold­
water Township, was born Feb. 11,1844, 
in Pike, Wyoming Co., N. Y., and is the 

son of John and Lany (Helmer) Ellis. His 
father was born Aug. 22, 1808, in Connecticut, ~ 
and died Oct. 19, 1867. The mother was ~1 

born Feb. 3, 1810, in Schoharie Co., N. Y., and died = = March 22, 1881. ~ 
Mr. Ellis was a little more than 17 years old when 

armed rebellion sti rred the nation to its uttermost, 
and he enlisted May 15, 186[, in Co. F, 33d N. Y. 
Vol. Inf. He was mustered out June 22, 18u3, and 
re .. cnlisted in September, 1864, in the 25th New York 
Independent, Battery. All10ng the battles ill which 
he participated were Lee's Mills, Williamsburg, Me­
chanicsville, White-Oak Swamp, Malvern Hill, An­
tietam and Fredericksburg. On receiving his dis­
charge, M r. Ellis engaged as a miller at Pike until 
the death of his f~ther, when he went upon the home 
farm. In 1868 he sold out, and in March, 1869, 
came to Stanton, Mich. There he rented a house 
and left the family while he proceeded to Shennan 
City and bought 120 acres of land of the Flint & 
Pere Marquette Railroad Company. He removed 
the family hither in August, 1869. He has 40 acres 
of land improved, and owns 440 acres in Mecosta 
County . 

Mr. Ellis was married Jan. 4,1873, to Mary A., 
daughter of Jesse and - (Price) Bright. She was 
born June 2U, 1854, in Darke Co., Ohio. Hermother ~J 
died when she was young; her father was born in <' 
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~! 18°9. and is living in Mecosta County. Two chil- came to Michigan and ~rstlocated at Alma, 
(~ dren have been born by this marriage: Vernon, County, where he remamed about a year and a 
-~, April 7, 1874 (died Feb. 17, 1875), Ira J., Aug. 24, and in 1871 settled in Isabella County, July 1 lit.. 'r 1876. he took possession of 200 acres of land in ' v, 

r
/.) Township, which he had previously pur.:hased. 

-f----.,~~p3-lci:::l~~,..-- ~ this tract, which was in an entirely original COIl(ll1.ioB 

he has improved J 20 acres. In the fall of 1883 
red K. Palmer, fa rmer on section 15, Not- removed his residence to a point in Clare 

towa Township, is a son of George and near Harrison's Junction, formerly known as 

J 
Elizabeth (Key) Palmer, natives of Eng- ley's Mills, where he has since been engaged in 

land. The father died March 29, .883; and manufacture of lumber and shingles. 
,f 

'/ ~ the mother is now living in Plymouth, Wayne He was married Dec. 19. 1851, to Isabella 
"':{; Co., Mich. daughter of Robert and Mary A. (Bulwer) 

, The subject of this biography was born in Plym- She was bom Jun e 6,1830. The children now 

, ) 

outh, Way ne County, this State, Sept. I, 1857, and prised in the household of Mr. Robbins were bom 
lived on the farm with his parents until he 'arrived at follows : Eliza E., AprilS, 1852; Robert W., 
man's estate. Attaining his majority, he commenced 19, 1854; Althea B., Oct. 3 T, [856; Catherine 
working on a fa rm by the month, which occupation Sept. II, 185 8 ; Eva, Sept. 24, 186o; Mary 
he followed for four years. March 28, [882, he ar- Nov, 16, 1863; Henry, March 25, 1866; 
rived in Isabella County, which he has since made Nov. [6, 1855 (died J an. 3, 1856); Gracie, 
his home. Dec. 15,1879, he had purchased hisfarm 27,1875 (died June 23. 1875). 
of 80 ac res; and now, in two years, he has made a 
number of valuable improvements, such as building 
a good frame house and stable, and has 20 acres 
cleared. 

He was married Dec. 14, 188 1, at Plymouth, to 
Miss Julia A. Perin, daughter of Jesse and Emily A. 
(Power) Perin. To them one daughter, Katie A., was 
born Jan. 29, 1884. 

Mr. Palmer is politically a RepUblican. He is 
now Drain Commissioner of his township. 

~X'C}"" .. 8 Ii li rince H. Robbins, farmer on sections 22 

.~ and 23, Gilmore, and mill owner in Clare 
County, was born May 20, 1829, at Yar­

mouth, N. S. His parents. Rufus and Letitia 
(Wyn.an) Robhins, were natives of Nova Sco­

tia. The father was born May 21, 1792, and died 
Aug. 7, 1867 ; her mother died in 1873, her exact age 
being unknown. 

The father was captain of a vessel, and when the 
son attained his majority he ~hipped as a seaman in 
the same boat. He followed the sea as a vocation 
for 22 years, rising ' to the positions of mate and 

eorge H . Hersey, a prominent farmer 
breeder of stock, resident on section 
Wise Township, was born Sept. 8, I 

in Lapeer Co., Mich. His parents, Julius 
and Sarah E. (Pridden) Hersey, were 
respectively of Michigan and England. 

settled in Dryden, Lapeer County, where the 
is still living. The mother died about Jan. 3, I 

Their family included the following named chilld~eRt 
Amelia E. (deceased), John P., Alelia E., Geo. 
Fremont D., Victor C., Vorilla S: and Annie A. 

Mr. Hersey passed the years of his early 
at school, and at the age of J 3 found himself 
the prohlem of making his way in the world on 
hands for solution. He passed the following 
years as a farm assistant, working by the month 
he found satisfactory positions, with the eX4:cllltICIJ 
of one winter which he spent in lumbering, and 
summer season which he devoted to labor in a 
mill. In the spring of 1875 he bought 40 acres 
unimproved land in Wise Township. He built a 
house for temporary purposes, and gave his t 

(® captain. 
'7 After spending six months in Worcester Mass., he 

to the work of placing his property in cn:dittaD 
faming condition . He has increased his farm 

rf~~A (.;\.'.I.~ ,~ _~ ~~~j;r ~''''t:. , ~ r/,(i}- -----<II..'><Y"-



ISABELLA COUNTY. 355 --=======- ----- .---=.=-, -c--,--=.::=---==--=: =-- d h 6 acres of tIle 2 I, 1884, to LI'lll'all Lawrence, and lives in Deer-s by further purchase, an as. 2 
~ t der culture He has Increased the at- field Township . . e tral: un' . 
entlr. nd value of his place by the erection Aug. 27. 1864. Mr. Drew enlisted, in Shiawassee 
lracuvel~e:~: finest barns in Isabella County, second County, in the 29th Mich. Vol. InL, went to Ten-
0.( one of convenience and <:ompleteness. It is 30 nessee and Alabama under Gen. Thomas, and partici-
: n:n:ee~~n dimensions. He keeps 011 an average pated in the battle at Decatur, Ala., and in several 
y~eadof cattle, 20 sheep, a yoke of ~xen and tw~) skirmishes. ' -Ie was lIIustered out June 27, 1X6S, 

17 In lJOlitical faith Mr. Hersey IS a Repubh- on account of disability. 1s now receiving a pensioll 
horses. I M j f $ I d he has held the offices of Schoo of era tor 0 12 a mont 1. 

can, an I' I I tt ffi he 110W In regard to l)olitical issues Mr. Drew votes with and School Treasurer, w llC 1 a er 0 ce 
the Republican party . 

fills. 
Mr. Hersey's marriage to Mary A. Jacobs occurred 

at Romeo, Macomb Co., Mich., April 24, ,1873' She 
born in Hammond, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., 

W~ . d I 
Aug. 24, 1855, and is the daughter of H.lChar anI 
Betsey (Hammond) Jacobs.. Her parents wer~ born 
respectively in Ireland and m St. Lawrence Co. N. 
Y. They settled after marriage in the latter place, 
and later in life removed to Lapeer Co., Mich., and 
are still resident there. James H., only child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hersey, was born March TO, 1870, at Mt. 

Pleasant. 

ohn A. Drew, farmer, section 8, Deerfield 
Township, is a son of Orrin and Julia A. 
(Meeker) Drew, natives of V ermon t, bot h 

of whom finally located in Shiawassee Co" 
Mich., where they died. 

_ He was born Feb. 18, 1833, and ill October, 

1838, the family moved to Lapeer Co., Mich. He 
lived with the~l until 1856; then lived in Shiawassee 
County until 1869, and since then in this county. 
He first bought a farm of 80 acres, which he occu­
pied until 1879, when he sold it and purchased his 
present place of 80 acres. 

Oct:. z6, 1859, in Shiawassee County. Mr. Drew 
married Miss Mary A., daughter of David J. and 
Mary (Sickner) Tower, the former a native of Ver­
mont and the latter of the State of New York. Mr. 
and Mrs. D. have had 1 I children, seven of whom 
are living, namely: John 0., J T, Mary E., ' Peter 
James, Joseph Henry, William A. and Laura Ann. 
David J. died June 26, 1865. Clayton A., March 
14, 1859; Anna Estelle, Jan. 19, 1874; and Colonel 
Benjamin, June 26, 1876. J T was married April 

Perin, farmer on section '5, Nottawa 
Township, is a son of l'heroras 1. and Di­
ana (Phillips) Perin, both of whom were 

born in the State of New York and are now de­
ceased. He was born in Perington Township 
Ontario Co., N. Y., Sept. 28, 1821, and June I, 

the year following, the family arrived at Detroit, on 
their way to a new home in the Peninsular State, which 
was then, however, a Territory. 

They located in Oakland Co., Mich., and Jesse was 
there reared and educated. He lived with his parents 
until 2 I years old and in and about the old home for 
four or five years more . He then went to the city of 
Detroit, where he was cOllnected with the milk busi­
ness for five years. I lis Ilext move was to Plymouth, 
Wayne Co., Mit:h., where he rellted a farm and work­
ed it alrout two years. Returning to Detroit, he fol­
lowed the mil k business [1gain there for a year and a 
half, and then we llt to Rochester, Oakland County 
where his wife eng;lged in the millinery business, and 
he was em played as a huckster. Here he lost his 
wife by death, March T7, ,R63 ' 

Going next to Milwaukee, Wis., he took his children 
to a sister to be cared for, and followed the telegraph 
business for five years. He then removed to Dear­
born, Wayne Co., Mich., and followed for one year 
the manufacture of lumber and flour. At the expira­
tion of that time he exchanged for mills in Fanning­
tOil, Oakland Co., Mich _, remaining in tl~ e business 
fOllT years more, in the meantime erecting a saw-mill. 
The mills at Dearborn comillg. in ',o his possession IJY 
non-payment, he returned to that place for tWI) years. 
Selling out at the end of that period, he re!noved 
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once more to Plymouth Township, where he lived on year, and Highway Commissioner one year. He 
a rented farm for five years. elected the second Sheriff of the county in the 

t
~ He made his last move Aug. 14, 1882, to IsaLella 1860, and served two years. He is a member of 

County. He bought a saw-mill at Van Decar, known 1. O. O. F.-, and supports the Re~ublican party. 
as the Luke & Rathbun Mill, which he ran until the He enlisted Sept. 28, 1863, In the First 

.s. = = 
~ 
= 

winter of r883-4, when he sold to Mr. Van Decal'. Eng. and Mech., and served until Oct. 6, r865. 
He is now living on his farm of 40 acres, where he was captured at one time by guerrillas, but 
ha3 Luilt a comfortaLle frame house and Lam . He liberated after a short time. 

is at present Justice of the Peace. 
He was married in 1846, to Emily A. Power, who 

was born in 1823 and died in Oakland County, this 
State, in IH63. She was the mother of four children, 
of whom one daughter, Julia A., survives. She was 
born Feb. 17, r 859. He was a second ti me married 
Sept. 19,1867, to Mary E. Phillips, daughter of J ere­
miah and Nancy (Fifield) Phillips, both of whom are 
dead. Of this marria.ge was born a daughter, Lotta 
A., March 22, 1869. 

-:; .t1<: ~~. 

~~ · oseph Miser, farmer on section 5, Coe 
., '.~ Township, is a son of George and Sophia 
~ , ·xt:" (Beidler) Miser, natives of Maryland and 

ij5- Pennsylvania. .The parents first settled i.n 
1~ Holmes Co, OhIO, and afterward came to thIS 

county and settled in Co<:, Township, on s(;ction 
5, where he died, Aug. 12, 1866. She survives, and 
her home is with Mr. Miser. Their family included 
three sons and five daughters, Joseph Leing the eld­
est son. 

He was born in Holmes Co., Ohio, Jan . 28, I831, 
and passed his minority in Holmes , Wayne and Tus­
carawas Counties, attending the district schools and 
assisting his father on the farm. He then learned 
the carpenter's trade, which he now follows, in con­
nection with the pursuit of agriculture. In April, 
1858, he came to Isabella County, and one year later 
he bought 40 acres on section 7, Cae Township. He 
now OWIlS 80 acres, of which 65 are highly improved. 

He was married in Tuscarawas Co, Ohio, Nov. 30, 
I854, to Wealthy A., daughter of John Minard. 
Parents and daughter were natives of Pennsyl van in, 
where Mrs. Miser was born, J ulle 20, 1836. To this 
marriage, six children have been born: Sevilla J. 
(died when ten months old), Leander 0 ., Frances 
Ella, Ida M., Joseph E. and William D. 

Mr. M . has Leen ConstaLle of Coe Township one 

illiam W . Parmenter. farmer section 
Coldwater Township, was born Jan. 

• 1837, in Brandon, Rutland Co., Vt., 
is the son of Nathan and Azubah 

Parmenter. (See sketch of N. S. ralrme!ntc=r]l 
.. At the age of 16 years, Mr. Parmenter 

menced his unaided struggle with life. He had 
quired the carpenter's trade, and at the time 
he made a tQur of observation through the Wj~tl!!M 
States, and after traversing through 13 of them 
went back to Vermont and stayed two years. 
was married Oct. 8, 1859. to Emily Wood. In 
M r. Parmenter settled at Waverly, Bremer Co., 
and engaged ill farming on the estate of his "uu\:lr ... .., 

law. The ci vil war was in progress, and the 
of the Hawkeye State during the course of the 
ion is well and widely known. The enthusiasm 
the period was universal and a large percentage 
the iJes t element of the State hastened, in the 
days of the war, to enroll under the standard of 
United States Government. Mr. Parmenter 
Aug. 22, 1862, in the 14th Iowa Vol. Inf., and 
made First Sergeant of Co. B. His regiment was 
signed to the Army of the Mississippi and was 
the service along the course of the river. He was 
the Red River Expedition under Gen. Banks, and 
in Shennan's raid from Vicksburg to Meridian. 
participated in the battle at Jackson, Miss., and 
at the taking of Fort Derusey under A. J, Smith. 
the fight at Pleasant Hill in Louisiana, he was 
ed twice, a spent minie Lall striking him on the 
arm, and soon after he was struck on the shoulder 
a spent cannon Lall. He was sent to the U. S. 
racks hospital at New Orleans, where he 
three weeks, and was sent thence to 
Tenn. Four weeks later he received a fUl'lOlll!D 

60 days, which he spent at his home in Iowa. 
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• ' ed his regiment at Holly Springs, Miss., and 
ICJOln . f G F . . I rticipated in the pursUit 0 en. orrest In t ~e ()x-
pard I'd The command fell back to MemphIs, and 
fO ra ' 

eded to Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Three LOIIl-
pJOCe . G . 

. s of the 14th Iowa accornpal1led en. EWlIlg to panle . . 

Pi
'l Knob as body guard. Dunng the last days of ot, . 

September, 1864, trouble .commenced at Ironton, and 
the rebels under Gen. Pnce, not long afterward ;sur-

unded Fort Davidson and Pilot Knob. The' fort 
: .. evacuated the same night, and the fleeing Union­
ists were pursued by the enemy through the Ozark 
Mountains. They reached Leesburg, where a skir­
mish ensued; reinforcements arrived, and the rebels 
were repulsed. The regiment was mustered out at 
Davenport, Iowa, Nov. 22, 1864. 

Mr, Parmenter returned to Vermont, took his par­
eDts and went to Wyoming Co., N, Y., where he re­
mained three years. He was engaged in hotel busi­
ness, in working at his trade, and finally purchased a 
boat, which he ran for a time on the Genesee Canal. 
He sold the lattf'r, and on the 20th day of August 
1867, he started for Michigan. He stopped at Stan­
IOn, Montcalm County, where he worked at his trade 
three months, and then, in company with A. S, John­
IOD,came to Sherman City. He worked for a time as 
clerk for Mr. Johnson, when he bought So acres of 
land, and entered a claim of So acres under the 
regulations of the Homestead Act. To this he has 
since added 80 acres by purchase, and has been chiefly 
engaged in lumbering winters. He has cleared 20 
acres for his farm. He engaged some years in the 
hotel business, but is now giving his entire attention 
10 farming, and his parents are keeping his house, 

He is a Democrat in political faith. 

Bcar Green, i'arlller on section 5, Rolland 
Township, is a son of Abraham and Eva 
Green, both of whom were born and died 

in the State of Pennsylvania. They followed 
farming. 

Their son Oscar was born in Clearfield Co . ., 
,In 1856, and was orphaned at the tender age of 

~n, He then went to Meadville. Pa., and engaged 
ID farm work H .. of . . e came to thiS State 111 the spring 

h
1876, and hved a yearin Grand Rapids. Coming 

t en to this I I county, le ocated on So acres on section 

5, Rolland, where he now has 50 acres finely im­
proved. 

He was married Jun e 14, IS77, to Susan CU1l1- 6J 

mings, who was born July 30, IS59, ill Hocking Co., 
Ohio. She is the daughter of William and Harriet 
Cummings, natives of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Green 
are the parents of two children,-Philip H., born 
Jan. 12, [S7S; and EvaG., born April [4, [880. 

Mrs. G. is a Wesleyan Methodist. In political 
sentiment, Mr. G. is a Republican. 

; esse J. Struble, M. D., residing at Salt 
~ .~ River, was born in Knox Co., Ohio, March 
(1'.'" S, [S30, and is the son of John W, and 
~~ Sarah (Laycock) Struble, natives of Essex Co., 
1~ N. r The parents fil~ally settled in Knox Co., 

OhIO, where they earned on farming until their 

death. He departed this life Aug. 27, JS35, and she 
Jan. 23, 1863. Their family numbered seven and 
were named as follows: Daniel S., William 'V., ~ 
Henry, John W., Jesse J., Lewis A. and Jacob p, ~ 

The subject of this biography was the fifth son ~ 
and was five years old when his father died. H~ ~ 
continued to live with his mother until II years old, 
and was at that early age expected to make his own 
way in life. He was variously employed for the en­
suing six years, managing generally by diligence and 
perseverance to attend school in the winter seasons. 
From I7 to 20 he worked out and took proceeds.ofhis 
lallor to pay his Loard, that he might later on be en­
abled to study farther. At 20 he Legan to read 
medicine, and for the next five years he prosecuted 
his studies, in the face of many difficulties. He was 
kindly aided, however, by several physicians, who 
did all in their power to facilitate his progress. At 
the age of 25 he began to practice his chosen Drofes-
sian, in Primrose, Williams Co., Ohio, wh~re he 
resided about eight years, meeting with gratifying 
success. Persuaded by friends in this county, he 
reluctantly left Primrose in the spring of IS67. and 
adopted Isabella County as his future home. Here 
he has since resided, and has built up an enviable 
reputation as an efficient and skillful physician. 

He was married in Sandusky Co., 0., Dec. 12, J 85 0, 
to Miss Harriet F., daughter of Walter F. and Mary . 
E. (Foster) Osborne, natives respectively of New 

~--.--*>~~~, " - ~1/J 

I 

I 
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York Slale and Pennsylvallia. The parents lIlade 
their home in Black Rock, N. Y., but the falher, be­
ing a superintendent on the Erie Canal, spent much 
of his time in the city of Albany. He. died Nov. 26, 
1842 , and his wife now resides in Sandusky Co., 
Ohio. Mrs. Struble was born in the State of New 
York, April 23, 1829. She and her husband have 
been the parents of seven children, fi ve of whom sur­
vive: Allen l, H arriet E ., Cl arence E., Clark E . 
and Jay J. Mary E. and Florence R. are deceased. 

Dr. Struble is a member of Salt River Lodj:!;e, No. 
288, F . & A. M. , and is politically a Republican . 

--""~~""'~~ 

~,~~:·ml. - D. Estee, proprietor of the Exchange Hotel 
fl at Mt. Pleasant, was born March IX, 1850 , 

~ '11/ ' in Chautauqua Co., N. Y. He is a son of 
': (y Perry H . (see sketch) and Carrie (Dole) Estee, 

') and when he was five years old his parents re­
moved to Michigan, where his father llollght 

16u acres of land, in Coe Township, Isabella County, 
under the Graduation \ct, for which he paid 50 cents 
an acre. 

Mr. Estee gre IV to mature years on his fathn's 
farm and aided materially in its improvement and 
cultivation during the years of his minority. He be­
came the proprietor in his own right of 5 I acres of 
lalld on section 18, adjoining the homestead of his 
father. It is in a finely cultivated condition, and has 
been .brought by his own labor and efforts from its 
original natural state. It is supplied with a good 
house, barns, and other outbuildings, besides having 
v"luable and well-selected orchards. It is accredited 
one of the best farms in the township according to its 
size. 

Mr. Estee was married in Erie Co., Pa., while on 
a visit to relatives, to Sarah A., daughter of Orlando 
and Lorinda Miller. She was born in the county 
where she was married. Mr. and Mrs. Estee have 
an adopted son-Claude-born in Coe Township, 

1 March 18, 1879. 
~ Mr. Estee rented the Exchange Hotel in 1883, 

I
·: -taking possession Sept. 18. He has been actively 
,~ interested in local politics and s-:hool matters. He 

was Deputy Sheriff two years under F . W. Swarts, 
and filled the same office two years with Charles M. 
Brooks In the fall of 1883 he was the RepUblican 

rl;i.r..1A 9--~.~~_-_::JrIll.~. " 
~~. ~/"" ".~ ,uv:r-

nOlllillee for Sheriff alld made the campaign 
Thomas Pickard, Democrat, who was elected. 
Estee ran in advance of his ticket on the home 
and in the townships adjoining. He is a member 
the Odd Fellows fraternity and belongs to Coe 
No. 239. 

letcher M. Tubbs is a farmer of 
Township, resident on ser.tion 17, and 
born. Aug. 25, 1838, in Chemung Co., 
He IS the son of James and 

(Bailey) Tubbs, whose sketch may be 
elsewhere. His parents came to Michigan 

184.), and he continued to reside at home 
until 1874. In the fall of 1872 he accompanied 
family to Isabella County, and for the next 
years he acted as his father's assistant in a hotel 
Loomis. In 1875 he bought 120 acres of wild 
011 section 17, in Wise Township, where he has 
resided, with the exception of three years which 
passed in Gent'see County. 

In political connection Mr. Tubbs is a ""t:\JUIOIIIC&l. 

He is a member of the Knights of. Honor, and 
longs to Lodge 1772, at Loomis. He was 
pioneer ngriculturist of Wise Township, and 
the first crop of wheat and oats within its limits, 
built the first frame house and barn outside the 
poration of Loomis. 

Mr. Tubbs was married in Holly, Oakland 
Mich., Oct. 22, 1860, to Louisa Van Valkenbllraf 
native of Genesee Co., Mich. 

dward Drum, farmer on section 9, 
Township, is a son ot John and 
(Bennett) Drum, natives of the State 

New York. The parents settled in 
Co., N. Y., where they lived till their 
The subject of this narrative was born in 

lin County, July 15, 1819, and remained at 
until 2 I years old, attending school and assisting 
father on the farm. At the age of 23, he bought 
farm in his native county, on which he lived 
years. Selling out, he rented fur two· years, and 
he bought a farm in St. Lawrence County, 
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te There he lived until December, 1864, when 
Sta 'ld me to Isabella County and bought 157 
he so ,ca . ' 

f ild land in Coe Townslllp. He retams 67 acres 0 w 
f which So are under the plow. 

acres, 0 . b' I A '1 He was married in the county of hiS Ht 1, pn 7, 
t Jane M., daughter of Jacob and Margaret 

18"3. 0 . . I f N Y k (Grant) Hollenbeck, natIves respectIve yo ew or 

d C ada Mrs. Drum was born in Dundee, L. C, an an . . 
26 1823. She and her husband have,had SIX 

Dec. , d "1 I" children, three of whom are decease. 1 le IVlng 

are David, Ruth and John H. The dead are Har­

riet, Luella and an infant. 
Mr. D. has been Pathmaster about five years. 

politically, he supports the principles of the Repub­
lican party. He and wife are members of the Meth­

odist Episcopal Church. 

-I 1-

8.niel J. Hopkins, farmer, section 28, Net­
tawa Township, was born in West Green­

wich, Center Co., R. I., Sept. 6, 1855. 

His father, Arnold Hopkins, is a native Of 
Connecticut, and his mother, Almira (Billing­
ington) Hopkins, of Rhode Island. 

The parents remained in Rhode Island !intil 
Daniel was 14 or 15 years of age, when they moved, 
about 1870, to New York State, and located in Liv­
ingston County. Here the subject of this sketch 
lived about six months, when he left home to battle 
against the trials so often encountered in the onward 
march of progress. Without aid or assistance, and 
accompanied only by his ambition and determination, 
he launched hi5 life-boat on the sea of the world, 
and went to Castile, Wyoming Co., N, Y. He there 
followed the occupation of farming, working from 
farm to farm by the month for a period of about five 
years, and then, March 8, 1875, came to this State 
and lcx:ated at Portland, Ionia County. 

In June, 1877, Mr. Hopkins purchased 40 acres of 
land in this county, and in October of the following 
year he came and located on the same, and now has 
28 acres of the farm in a good state of cultivation. 

Mr. Hopkins was united in marriage, March 2, 
1874, at Portagevi11e, Wyoming Co., N. Y., to Eliza­
beth Campbell, daughter of Daniel and Lucy (Dana) 
Campbell, the former of whom is living in New York 

State, and the latter died 111 1873. Sht:! was born 
July 1 7, 1854. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins are the parents of three ;J.~" 

children, born and named as follows: Minnie Allen, T 
Sept. 20, 1875; Carrie May, July 23, 1878; Arthur ~, 

Adelbert, Nov. 1 I, 1882. r 
Politically, M r. H. is an adherent to and believer 

in the doctrines and principlt:!s of the Democratic 
party. 

~ . ~~ 
!' 'III~ illiam Broomfield. farmer and lumber­
~ _ _ ~ man on section 31, Broomfield Township, 
-'~?r- ." was born in Ontario, Can., Oct. 2, 1832 , .r ~ 

, and is a son of Neil and Catherine (Mc-
Levin) Broomfield, natives of Argyleshire , 

Scotland. The part:!nts came to America and 

settled in Canada in 1831. 
Mr. Broomfield acquired a limited education in 

the schools of his nati ve locality, and by experience (. 
and observation has gained a practical education of i:::.i 
unusual value. In 1849 he went to Lockport, &. 
Niagara Co., N. Y., and he was there employed some ~ 
time in a shingle mill. Thence he went to Hamil- ~: : 

ton, Ont., and engaged in the manufactllTe of shin- '\.:/ 
glt:!s. After some months he made a prospecting trip 4,\ 
through Western Canada, and in the spring of 1853 d 
he came to Sanilac, where he continued in the busi­
ness of shingle-making. He was there three years, 
and in the spring of 1856 he journeyed through the 
western country. He visited his home in Ontario, 
and remained until 1861, when he came to what is 
now Broomfield and settled on his present place. 
He held his land only by right of" squatter sover­
eignty," as the Homestead Act was not then in ex­
istence. He kept himself posted, however, as to 
matters affecting the interests of the class of land­
holders to which he belonged, and on the passage of 
the above mentioned measure by Congress, he en­
tered the first claim under its provisions in Isabella 
County, in May, 1864. 

His landed estate now includes 460 acres, of which 

260 are under improvement. All his buildings are i' 
first-class, and his heautiful residence cost him ' 
$2,500. In politics, Mr. Broomfield is a Republican. A 
He has been State Road Commissioner by appoint- @) 
me nt, and has held the office of Supervisor for ten < 
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)i{ years. H e IS a member of the Ord er of Masonry. 
~) H s was married in Onta rio, in April, 1859, to Miss 

:r,' Ellen J., d aughter of Marshall and Mary (Jackson) 
Macklin. She di ed Oct. 3 I, 1868, of typhoid fev er, 
leaving three children : Ida, born March 1, 186o ; 
Nelli e, M arch IS , 186 1; and Marshall, June 17, 
1863. His second marri age occ urred in Ontario, 
Can., March 17, 1870, to Elizabe th, da ughter of Mal­
colm and Agnes (Cameron) Malloy, natives respect­
ively of Scotl and and Canada. M rs. Broomfield 
was \.;o rn April Il, 1840. Three of six children born 
of this marriage are livin g : Catherine, April I , IS7 [; 
Neil, Jan. 14, [873; ar.d Archibald, July 3, 1875 . 

A portrait of Mr. Broomfield is given in this work, 
, appearing on a page in proximity. 

~~ ). '-!..'d~)~ 

, 'ichard Hoy, farmer on section I G, Coe 
~ Township, i ~ a son of l'a trick and Cat he-

~ f :~ .. rine (Pentleton) Hoy, natives of Ml eauth ~od" 
= \ -., Ireland. The parents carn e to tIe nlte 
~ ' States in 18 27, and set tl ed first in Vermont, 

= and later in St. Lawrence Co. , N. Y., where r= 
'.~' they lived until their death . He del)a rted this life 

in M ay, [857, and she, Feb. 28, 1857. Their famil y 
included seve n sons and four daughters, Richard 
being the youngest so n. 

H e was born in Ireland, March 8, 1827 , and was 

to improve his place until 1864, when he sold and 
mo ved to Vermont. There he bought a fa 

. . d nn 
willch he remall1 e one year; and again selling 
he returned to Isabella County and settled 0 

. CT' n acres on sectIOn 7, oe ownshlp, which he had 
viously purchased. H ere he erected good UU"IUID .. 

and improved about 65 acres, residing on the 
until February, 1882, when he sold again, and 
40 acres on section 16, where he now resides. 
has 30 ac res under cultiv ation . 

H e was first married in the State of Vermont 
8, I S49, to Louisa Gleason, a native of ' 
Ve~mont. They had one daughter, Louisa C., 
died Oct. J 0, r 87 8, nea rly 28 years old. His 
wife dying Nov. [1,1850, he was again married, 
Waterbury, July 12, 1856, to Cornelia V.,u"ugnU!I'4I 
Daniel and Betsey (Williams) Woodward, natives 
Vermont. Mrs. H oy was born in Vermont, July 
IR32. To thi s union have been born fourchlllWlea 
Annie 11. ., Mary C, F red H .. and Frank P. 

Mr. Hoy has been Townshi p Clerk two years, 
pervisor two years and School Inspector several 
H e has also served the county with credit. He 
elected the first County Treasurer of Isabella 
se rvin g one term . He held the office of 
Judge four years, and was also Superintendent of 
Poor for two terms. Politically he is a supporter 
Democratic principles, and he is a member of 
Masonic Order. 

h ro ught in infancy by his pa rents to this country. At __ ; ~~€==~_ 
the age of seven, he was taken hy his sister Margaret, ~';;,, -"--- :':cr 

with whom he lived two years, an d he then lived for ~ri!l&'haUnCey Kyes, farmer on section 6, 
1 seven years on a farm with a man hy the name of G~~i~r ')'ownship, i.s .a son of Jame~ and 

l j Jenison. Next, for on e year he was ernployed in a <lit;,: " sand ana (WillIams) Kyes, natives of 
S': "i~ \VOOlell 111 \'11 ,'tt Ogd"lls"' llrgr, N. Y. He then Ivell t to '{) -~ u ~.~ York and Vermont. The parents first 

Burlington, Vermont, and was em ployed in a mill ;1\ in Royalton, Genesee Co., N. Y. In 
from [846 to 18{>0, at the expiration of which time he {they came to Calhoun Co., Mich., where 
took a trip througll the New England States, vi siting d ied, she in the summerof 187 I and he Jan. 16, 
different mills. His next enterpri se was a groce ry at Their family comprised five sons and four U"UK'''' ..... 

Winooski Fa lls, Vermont, which he conducted one Chauncey being the eldest son. 
yea r. Selling out, he removed to Clinton Co., N. Y., H e was born while his parents resided at J""J'yA" .... 

~ where he was employed in a mill about one year. J n April 8 , 18 23 , and was se ven years old wben 
~ J 85 2, he went to California, in search of gold and family removed to Michigan. His father being 
;t health, reillaining on the Pac ific slope until Novem- meage r circumstances, and having a large 
~ ber, 1855. He then rtturnetl to the East, a rriving in Chaul1c!y was early expected to contribute to · 
~~ Isabella County the following month, a nd takin g up own maintenance. At the tender age of eight, 
(® 120 acres on section 16, Coe Township. H e built a began to drive cattle 'and perform such other 
"'" log house and frame barn and shed, and cont inued work as he could get to do. At IS, he \.u,,, ... ··v.·-
ni~"'\~;~/\'I. ~ '" "/':'0 11 0;:.00')./1 '" (ff~ ~"'\?'~ ./Ci>- ~ c:v-,~ ", (.v. f:-<9 
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~~~~h for others, often visiting his ' 
..,rktng. Y the meantime. When 21 years old, he 
... rents tn . , (' I 'I' '1 r- I en' ploy of the Michigan .entra , " :1I-

tered tIe' . 
eO • I which he remal\led for three years. He d Will ' 
JO& , 0 acres of land in Calhoun County, on 
boUght 4 . d' fi . h' l'ather sell led and retall1e It ve years, 
WhICh IS' . .' 

1 gave it to IllS father. He then bought a 
when Ie . 

. Jackson County, which he worked for th.ree 
farm In . . f I 

d tllen sold being unfortunate In IllS hea t l. ears, an , 
1 h r 11 of 1856 he came to Isabella County, bought 10 tela ,, ' . 

es On section 6 Coe I ownslllp, to which pur-.0 acr' . 
h he soon added 40 acres more. H e at once bud I 

C :; house and set auout making for himself a 
:Orne. At the present time he has So acres under 

cultivation. 
He was first married in J ackson Co., Mich., Oct. 

--,=_-=,_= __ c--__ - _- , =-=c_-.. _-_-_ 
took up hi s residence on hi s present farm of 40 acres 
purchased in the sUllImer of 1877. He has ahout 
eight acres illlproved. In 1883 he [Jmchased 40 
acres more in partnership with his brother. 

H e was married March 5, 1872, at Rose Valley, 
Wayne Co., N. Y., to Miss Anna M. Stewart, daugh­
ter of John and Jan e (Graham) Stewart, natives re­
spectivdy of Canada and Ireland. Both parents are 
now living. Mr. and Mn. Nichols have four chil­
dren of thei r own : Fritz G., born Sept. 24, 1873; 
Roy Eugene, June 2, 187 X; Patience, F eb. 8, 1880 ; 
:tn(1 Hope Eunice, April 7, I XX,); and one adopted 
daughter, Cora Ellen Sixhury , hom Sept. 8, [871. 

~~l> _ l!JIm ewis Richards, farmer, section 36, Gilmore 
~IW Township, was born Oct. 4, 1844, in Green 
f.1' t?;-; Bay, Wis., and is the son of Julian and 
% Margaret (Satemau x) Richards, natives of Wis-

" . 
, 7 consul. = = 

I •• 1844. to Hul.dah Wright, a ~ative of New York. 
Mrs. K. died AprIl 20, J864, havll1g l'een the mother 
of three children,-Marvin H., Warren M. and Id a 
L. all of whom are deceased. Mr. K. was again 
married in Chippewa Township, this county , Feb. 3, 
1870, to Catherine Jane Oathout, a nat ive of New 
York. She died June 15,1879, and Dec. 23, [882, 
he married for his present wife Alta L. , daughter of 
Henry D. and Margaret E. (Mudge) Rice, natives 
of Vermont and Michigan, respectively. Mrs. K. 
was born in Leslie, ' Ingham Co., Mich., July 18, 

1864. 

At the early , age of eight years Mr. Rich- ~ 

Mr. Kyes has been Constable one year, Hi ghway 
Commissioner fiv e years, and politically supports the 
RepUblican party. 

:trds commenced life on his own responsibility. He ~ 
became a clerk in a store at Fort Howard, Brown Co., ~ 
Wis., and remai ned in that business until he was IS 
year~ old, when he went to the Upper Peninsula of 
Michi gan, and w:ts employed in a blast furn ace in 
the Lake Sllperior region three year'l, engaged in 
meltin~ iron. While there the civil W'll" hroke out 
and he became a soldier. He enli sted Aug. 2,1862, 
in the 23d Mich. Vol. Inf., and was mustered out in 
F eb ruary, 1863,011 account of phy!:ical inability. His 
command was attached to the Western Division of 

ohn L . Nichols, farmer, section 22, Not- the army and Mr. Richards was in very little active 
tawa Town ship, is a SOil of Willi am H . and service. On receiving his di scharge he went to Ypsi-
Sophia D. (Otto) Nichols. The fatherw:Js lanti, Washtenaw County, where he worked two years 

born in Columbia Co., N. Y., of Holland par- by the month as a farm laborer. He spent the sub-
entage, and died in Wayne Co., N. Y., ill se( luent five years working by the day. 
1882; and the latter wa5 of the people known In the fall of 1868 he came to I sabella County 

as Pennsylvania Germans, was born in New York and settled upon a tract of land he had purchased 
State, and died in Wayne County, N. Y., in 1878. in 1866. It compri sed 80 acres of land, and 40 (;) 

The subject of this biography was born in Clyde, acres are now under advanced im provement. Mr. t 
Wayne Co., N. Y., June 4, 1852, and lived with hi s Richards h:Js spent T [ years on his farm and three if: 
parents until he attained his majority. He came to years in the south of Michigan, variously occupied. (;j~ 
Isabella Township, this county, in the fall of 1876, H e was married July 4, J868, to Sarah Matilda, 'f' 
and for two years taught school in the Government's daughter of John A. and Betsey E. (Sones) Harriott. ~~ 
Indian school at Nipissing. In the fall of 1879, he She was born Oct. 27, 1856. Five of eight children < 
~~~~----~ 0"5i\(~nU:'«uu~~-~ -""~' ~~~®_I'~ 
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born to Mr. and Mrs. Richards are living. Their 
record is as follows: Eva Estella, born Sept. 10, 

:t 1876 ; Lulia 0., March 30, 1878; Catherine 0., July 
T 2, 1879; John A., April 25, 1881; Ernest J., July 

1l 23,1883; Isabella was burn April 24, 1870, and died 
May 18,1873; Mary E ., born Sept. 4, 1874,died 
Feb. 4,1875; Nellie Belle, born Jan. 13, 1875, died 
March 13, 1876. 

Mr. Richards was the first Township Treasurer of 
Gilmore and has been School Moderator. He is in­

,I dependent in local politics and affiliates with the 
' ~ Republican party on public matters. He has been a 
:\ local preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

during the last three years. 

( , 

\ 

illiam Miles, farmer on section 34, Chip­
• pewa Township, is a son of David and 
Ellen (Marooney) Miles, natives, he of Ire­
land and she of the State of Michigan, 

though of Irish parentage. The parents settled 
first in Redford, Wayne Co., Mich ., where they 

liv&d till the mother's death, Aug. 15,1847 . The 
father owned a valuable tract of land near Detroit, 
but after his wife's death he became discouraged and 
led a sort of roving life. Losing his property and 
his friends, he died, in Livingston Co., Mich., about 
[873. Their four children were named John, Daniel, 
William and Bridget. 

The subject of this biography was born in Wayne 
Co., Mich., Aug. 15,1844, and was three years old 
when his mother died. The children were kept to­
gether about five years, when William went to De­
troit to live with his grandfather, with whom he had 
a good home until able to care for himself. At the 
age of J 2 or 13 he went to work for a farmer at $3 
per month. He labored three months, but receiving 
no wages he left the place with only three cents in 
his pocket, with which, boy-like, he hOlight a fish­
hook and line. Going to Livingston Co., Mich., he 
worked out by the month fOllr and a half years, four 
years with one man. During this time he had the 
privilege of attending schoul during the winter sea­
sons. 

In October, [862, he came to this county and was 
occupied in hunting until the following spring and 

then worked the ensuing summer in Livingston 
ty. Returning to Isabella County, he was em 
from [863 to 11:167 in the woods and in farming. 
December of the latter year he bought 80 acres 
wild land on section 34, where he has sillce 
He has under cultivation 40 acres. Besides his 
he now owns in this county 107 acres, mostly pin 

He was first married in Coe Township, this e. 
Oct. 23, 1864, to Laura A., daughter of Jacob 
Eliza E. (Liddle) Middaugh, natives of the State 
New York. Mrs. Miles was born in Eaton 
Mich., Oct. 18, 1845, and bore to her husband 
children, named Florence M., Charlie I., John 
and Winona V. His wife dying Oct. 18, 1881, 
Miles was again married, at Salt River, this 
Dec. 2, 1882, to Addie, daughter of Peter and 
bella (Donald) Hollenbeck, natives of Canada 
Scotland. Mrs . Miles was bl)rt1 in Canada, 
24, [861. 

He has held the office of Hi!!hway Lomrm"',,,l\ln_, 

two years. Politically, he has always supported 
Republican party, casting his first vote for .n.L,r.IQIIIlJ 

Lincoln. He and wife belong to the 
Episcopal Church. 

eorge W . Ruthruff, farmer on 'section 
Broomfield Township, is a son of 
and Nancy (Trayer) Ruthruff, natives 

Pennsylvania. The father was born in 17 
and died in 1858, in Branch Co., Mich. 
mother was born in 18°5, and died in 

while living with a daughter in St. Joseph Co., 
The subject of this outline was born Oct. 2, 

in Niagara Co., N. Y., and lived at home until 
receiving a little schooling. Attaining his maLlOrlW' 

he left home and wOlked on a farm by the job. 
1858, in Branch Co., Mich., he married Miss 
E ., daughter of.Michael and Ann E. (Cooper) 
natives of New York. Mrs. R. was the, 
daughter of a family of five children, four of 
are yet living, and was born June 16, 1842. 

Eleven years after his marriage, Mr. R. went 
the State of Nebraska, where he lived two 
He then lived in Branch County, this State, 
1868, when he came to this county and located 
80 acres on section 3 I, Broomfield. 

'~~)<~t ~€®- ~-~~nU~~iDU~~-~--~~w. 
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=:- creditable state of improvement. In I88l 
acres m a H . , d' 

t d his substantial barn. . e IS mten mg 
be erec e . 

n to erect a new dwellmg. . 
sao f 11'ly circle includes five children, three sons The an 

daughters born as follows: Mary R., 
and tWO' . 

h 4 1859' Elmer M., Jan. 10, 1862; Nellie 
Marc '. ' . 
M., July 18, 1868; Clarence E., Nov. 6, 1874; and 

Uriah J., April 25, 1 877. . t 
politically, Mr. R. is a supporter of the Demo-

. party He was elected Highway Commis-cranc . 
lionerin 1880 and ,881. 

rrin E. Ford (deceased) was a farmer, re-
• sided on section 13, Fremont Township, 

and was born July 22, 1832, in North 
Madison, Lake Co., Ohio. His parents were 
Dexter and Lucy (McKinstry) Ford. The 
father was horn Sept. 13, 1805, in Massa­

chusetts, and was a machinist by occupation. The 
mother was born in the same State, Jan . J 2, d503. 
The parents lived in Lake Co., Ohio, and there 
reared a family of three children, Clorinda R ., Orrin 
E. and Reuben D. The father died in Lake Co., 
Ohio, and the mother died in Hillsdale Co., Mich., 

in 1855. 
Orrin E. Ford, the subject of this biographical 

notice, was reared under the parental roof-tree and 
received the advantages afforded by the common 
schools. He remained with his parents until the 
breaking out of the late civil war, when he enlisted 
in Co. B, First Mich. Vol. Inf., which was assigned 
to the Army of the Potomac. He participated in 
the seven.days battle before Richmond (commonly 
known as the battle of the Wilderness), and was there 
wounded by having two fingers shot off. He was 
then sent to Washington, and, becoming indisposed, 
was sent to the hospital. He remained in the );1Her 
place for some time, when he was sent to Philadel­
phia, where he remained for six months, and was 
then discharged on account of disability, having con­
tracted a chronic disease . . 

After his discharge, Mr. Ford came to this State 
and lived with his family in Hillsdale County, for 
two years. He then moved to this county and located 
on section 24, Fremont Township. He entered on 

. the task of improving .hi s land, determined to make 
it a permanent home for himself and family, and after 
laboring for 18 months on the farm passed to the 
land beyond the grave, his death occurring Aug. 29, 
1869. 

Mr. Ford was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
E. Pease, Dec. 31, 1855. She is a daughter of Henry 
and Nancy (Scott) Pease, natives of New York, and 
was born in Washtenaw County, this State, May 5, 
1837. The father was born Oct. 6, 1805, and died 
Nov. 22, 1875, in Isabella County, this State, and the 
mother was born in Wayne Co., N. Y., in 1812. They 
were father and mother of six children, one boy and 
five girls, and only one of each sex survives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ford are the parents of three chil­
dren, all girls, namely: Josephine c. A., born Dec. 
1, 1858, in Hillsdale County, this State, and is the 
wife of Henry L. Brainard; Jennie J. A., born Feb. 
10, 1861, in Woodbridge, Hillsdale County, and is 
the wife of Stephen ~10ody; Lucy C. S. was born 
Feb. I, 1866, in this county. The father was a mem­
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church while living, 
and the mother is and has been a member of and an 
active worker in the same Church for a number of 
years . 

eorge W. Cole, general farmer, section 10, 
Lincoln Township, was born in St. Law-

~ rence Co., N. Y., Oct. 2, 1842. His 
parents, Benjamin and Eunice (Calkins) Cole, 
were natives respectively of New York and 
Pennsylvania, of English ancestry. His 

father was a farmer and died in this county, in June, 
1876, and his mother is still living, in Union Town­
ship. This family moved first to Ohio, and four 
years later to Allen Co., Ind., where for 12 years 
young George worked with his father on the farm 
and attended school. In August, 1866, they moved 
to the present homestead, then an unuroken wilder­
ness. They took possession of a quarter of section 10. 

Subsequently, Mr. George W. Cole bought half of 
this of his father, of which he now has 70 acres in a 
high state of cultivation; he also has erected several 
good farm buildings, and made other improvements. 

Politically, Mr. C. is a staunch Republican. He 
has held the office ofToWl'lship Clerk, Commissioner 

~~~---~~~--,..;..p;.·(:~OD~~nU~~~--
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of Highways, and other offices. In religion, he, as Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad will pass through 
well as his wife, is a Seventh-Day Adventist. place. + Aug; 12, 1866, in Allen Co., Ind., Mr. Cole mar- When Mr. Van D. first came to his present f: 

Tried Miss Rebecca J., daughter of Samuel A. and he built a log stable, in which he lived two mon= 

.f. = = 
~ 
= = 

Margaret (Burrell) Watters, natives of Ohio, where then built a log house on the site of his present ' 
also Mr. C. was born, April 23, 1849, in Crawford He opened his mercantile ·business with a 87s 
County. She was two years old when the family in a lintel in the back part of his house, and his 
moved to Allen Co., Ind., where she grew up and attended the store while he cleared the land. H 
was educated. Mr. and Mrs . C. are the parents of hauled the goods from Mt. Pleasant, with a pair 01 
six children, all of whom are livillg, namely: Indian ponies hitched to the hind wheels of a 
Harriet A., born July 3, 1868; Warner S., Dec. 13, ber wagon, taking 4S0 pounds at a load. The 
1870; Rosetta M., July 23, 1873; Vernon D., Feb. were so muddy that he had to unload five times 
12 , 1874; Joseph W., Sept. IS, 1879; and Elmer M., tween Mt. Pleasant and his destination. For the 
April 23, 1883. first few years his trade was principally with the 

Mr. Cole's portrait appears on a preceding page. dians, bartering goods for furs. 

----~.-,---. 

29 years, and the mother lives at Ballston Spa, 
New York. 

The subject of this notice was born Sept. 12, 1848, 
at Waterford, Saratoga Co., N. Y., and received an 
elementary education in the district schools. Grow­
ing up, he learned the brick-mason's ·trade, after 
which he removed to Macomb Co., Mich., in the 
year 1868. He subsequently worked at his trade at 
Romeo, Imlay City, Oxford and Lapeer, and in 1879 
came to Isabella County. While living at Imlay, the 
family lost their dwelling house and contents l~y fir~, 
-which calamity was repeated three years later at 
Oxford. 

Arriving in this county, he purchased 120 acres of 
land in Nottawa Township, to which farm 80 acres 
have since been added. About half his farm ([00 
acres) is under cl11tivation. He is now a general 
merchant and lumberman, as well as farmer, and in 
his store is the postoffice of Van Decar. H e has a 
saw-mill, in which he first used a threshing-machine 
power; hut his lmsiness having greatly enlarged, he 
has increased the capacity of his mill by putting in 
larger power. The village of Van Decar has been 
started fOllr years. He has strong hopes that the 

Mr. Van Decar tells . that an Indian woman 
on his place, of consumption, and describes 
uni<lue funeral. He furnished the boards for 
coffin, which the woman's husband constructed 
rnde fashion. The corpse was drawn in a wagon 
oxen, the Indian husband driving! One child 
on one of the oxen, and another rode on the 
The burying took place ill an Indian cemetery 
miles north of Mr. Van D. 's corners, and lies on 
Frisbee's land. 

His Indian neighbors practiced many peculiar 
toms, one of which was that of holding war dances 
corn-planting time, and also when the corn was 
enough to roast, and again when it was na.lrv ....... u.. 

They had a long tent, with curtains around the 
but open above. They built a fire in the middle 
the tent, and around this tent they danced. A 
of tobacco was placed on either end, and the 
would smoke when tired of the exercise. The 
would continue 24 hours, or" as long as the 
lasted ... 

Sept. 24: 188 I (Sunday night), about 
Mr. Van Decar',; house was destroyed by fire. 
himself was sick at the time. His wife was 
first, by hearing something burst in the store. 
ing in, she saw it was all ablaze, although the 
had not yet fallen in. She wished to enter and 
part at least of the burning merchandise, but he 
her back. A hired girl aBd a hired man who 
above were so stupefied with the smoke that they 
awakened with great difficulty. The youngest 
had a narrow escape. Mrs. Van Decar had 
handed him to Mr. Van D. when a large 



~~~~--~:-~nn ,~nn~'~\/6 
ISABELLA COUNTY . 

. ,----- - -- - ---===--="--- .--- ' - -c.-o'.:..:· -:..::.=-c.:-,-",=..c'~-=-'.=- .• ---.-- -----.- - -".-. ======. n n the bed where he had just lain! They 
fire fe uPosllrance of $800, and their net loss was 
bad an In 

• ' 180. . . r • M 188:z Mr. Van D. drew up a petIt10n lor In ay, , . 
ffice and forwarded the same to Wash1l1gton. 

a posto , "f Id 
P t naster-General replied that I he wou es-The OSI . 

I
· h route the Government would let a contract 

tall IS a . d 1 '1' 
h me Mr Van Decar carne t 1e mal tWICC 

for t e sa·· . 
week to Mt. Pleasant for SIX months, anf Mr. 

a h llauck did the same for three months, free of ex 
Sc u 'd' d The Government dl as pr01111se . penses. 

He was married Feb. IS, 187 1 , to Nancy H., 
est daughter of Erastus Day, of Armada 

young S 
T nship Macomb County. She was born . ept. ow , . 
I, J8SI. Two sons have been added to t.he fallllly_ 
circle: Harry D ., born June 12, 1872, In La pee r 
County, and Frank, born at Oxford, May 18, 1879. 

Mr. Van Decar is politically a R epublican. He 
bas been Township Clerk one term. Both he and 
wife are members of the Baptist Church. 

• I t o~lOS>c • Ie- • 

-3t.harleS Barden, farmer on section 14, Coe , __ I" Township, is a son of William an~ Sophia 
if (Norton) Barden. The parents lived first 

died. 

in New York State, then in Cuyahoga Co., 
Ohio, next 111 Jackson County, this State, 
and finally 111 Ingham County, where they 

Their son Charles was born in Ohio, July 18,1 830, 
and was four years old when the family removed to 
this State. Leaving home at the age of 17. he workt:d 
out by the month at farming until 20 years old, and 
then bought a farm in Ingham County, which h.c 
worked. until the fall of 1862. He then sold his 
Ingham County property, and came to Isabella 
County and bought 80 acres of wild land on sec-
13. Coe Township. He afterward exch,l\1ged this 
tOr another 80 acres on the same section, and bought 
40 acres on section 14, where he now resides. He 
bas now 70 acres under cultivation. 

He was married in Ingham County, Oct. 29, 1849, 
to Jeannette, daughter of Hiram and Mary (Gerard) 
Austin, natives of the State of New York. ' She was 

~m in Jackson County, this State, April 23, 1833, 
and is the mother of two children,-Lavant P. and 
Nora S. 

Mr. B. has been School Assessor of his district for 

19 consecutive years. Politically, he votes with and 
works for the RepUblican party. His wife is a mem­
ber of the Disciples' Church . 

-t--~*~.--t-
~, ~ . 
1" (I . illiam Swanston, farmer, section 7, Wise 
~ __ Township, was born March IS, 1851, in 
·G -!o.~ 

.) ~;:') . Glasgow, Scotland. His parents, John 
" ~~~ 
• ~ . _. and Elizabeth (Beck) Swanston, were also 

\ natives of the capital ci ty of Scotland, and 
emigratcd with their family to Canada. where 

the mother died and where the father still resides. 
Mr. Swanston has heen a resident of the United 

States since he was one year old. He continued to 
reside at hom e until the age of 20 years, when he 
came to Detroit. He remained there a year, and in 
1872 came to Isabella County, and has since been 
engaged in farmin g and lumbering. His estate com­
prises 200 acres in Wise Township and 80 acres in 
Vernon Township, and he has 109 acres cleared and 
otherwise improved. In political sentiment Mr. 
Swanston is a Republican. 

He was married Oct. 2 I, 1876, in Canada, to 
Annie Wilson, who was born in the Dominion, April 
24, 1859. James A. and John A. are the names of 
their two children. Mrs. Swanston is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

oseph B. Fox, farmer, section 8, Fremont 
Township, is a son of William and Ellen 
(nee Bird) Fox. The father is a native of 

England and was there born May I, I79s, and 
the mother was born on the Emerald I sle, in 

1821. The father followed the occupation of a 
farm er in his native country, a nd emigrated to the 
New World in the year 1829. He landed at New 
York city and from there moved to Hastings Co., 
Can., where he now resides, aged 87, and the mothtr . 
63 years. 

Joseph B. Fox, the subject of our biographical 
notice, was born in Hastings Co., Can., Dec. 23, 
1842. He was reared on the farm, assisting his fa­
ther and receiving the advantages afforded by the 
common schools of the country, until he attained the 
age of 16 years. On arri val at this age in life, he 

= = 
~ = = 
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~L~: hi'~~.I~,t·:·~~; '" of mn::':::~:'A :::::'t~"ntil '5 yo." old H, w" th,. 
~ forth to uattle against the trials of life alone. He ed uy the month on farms in New York and ..... CDI ... 

"f' worked as a common lauorer, for a gentleman in the until 1874. He came to Isabella County in 
.. neighborhood for 16 months, at $8 per month, and 1875, and bought 40 acres of land on section 7 
c) afterward followed various occupations until 1865; Township, where he has since resided. He h~ 

,~ 
.';. 
= = 
~ = = 'fI: 
'1/ 

, f 
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am' during that year he came to this county and nearly all his land under cultivation. 
stopped at an old lumber camp, the property of a He was married in Livingston Co., Mich., Noy 
Mr. Whitney, of Detroit. He worked at this camp 1874, to Josephine, daughter of Robert, and • 
during the winters and in the summers worked on (Hunt) Bullis, natives of the State of New 
a farm in the neighborhood. In 1870 he purchased Mrs. Irish was born in Livingston Co. Mich , ., 
82 acres of land on section 8, Fremont Township, 27 , 1852. She and her husband have had two 
this county. There were ten acres of this land i:r.- dren, of whom one died in infancy. Roy C. was 
proved at the time of purchase, and at the pre.sent AprIl 17, 1882. Mr. Irish is a member of the 
time Mr. Fox has 65 acres of his farm in a good sonic frat ernity, and is a supporter ofthe 
state of cultivation. He uuilt a large barn on the party. 
land in 187S and the following year erected a fine 
house. His accumulations are but the reward of ~:~~ 
honest, energetic labor, and his success entitles him 
to a position among the progressive farmers of his 
township. 

Mr. Fox was wedded to the lady of his choice, 
Miss J ane Bushel, April 17, 187 I. She was born in 
Hastings Co., Can., in 1847, and was the daughter 
of William and Mary (Bird) Bushel, na tives of Ire­
land. The fa ther died some 25 years ago, and the 
mother is still residing in Hastings County. 

The husband and wife are the parents of five 
children, namely: Martha E., born Dec. 3, 1872; 
Mary E., born April 8, 1875; William W., born Oct. 
12, 1877: Effie J., born May 12, 1879; Minnie E., 
born Jan. 22, 1882. 

Politically, Mr. Fox is a believer in and supporter of 
the principles of the Republican party. Socially, he 
is a memuer cf the Masonic Order, Lodge No. 257, 
Elm Hall. 

ellington Irish, farmer on section 7, Coe 
~~~~ Township, is a sor. of Smith and Ann E. r . (Rice) Irish, natives of New YOlk State 

_ and Connecticut. The parents settled in Gen­
\ esee Co., Mich., and afterwards in Shiawassee 

County. Thence they returned to New York, 
where she died, May IS, 1862 . He is spending his 
last years with his son Wellington, in this county. 

The suuject of this notice was born in Genesee 
County, this State, June 20, 1848. and remained with 

A. Harris, cashier in the banking 
of Brown, Harris & Co., at Mt. 
was born Sept. 23, 1842, in London, 

land. He is the son of William and 
(Heath) Harris, and his parents were bom 
specti vely in Cornwall and London. His 

was a provision merchant in the city of London 
years, and in 1852 came to America with his 
consisting of his wife and five children. He 
in Montcalm Township, Montcalm Co., Mich., 
he bought 40 acres of land, and there resided until 
spring of 1854, when he died. His family made 
their home until 1866. The farm was all 11' np:ro,. 
and in the best possible agricultural condition, 
they moved to a farm they purchased in the 
part of the township, which contained 200 acres 
land . The father died in the city of New York, 
ing left home on business. William E. Hams, 
est child, and Henry G. H arris, fourth in order 
birth, are both millers at Mt. Pleasant. Sarah 
third child, is now Mrs. Warner Churchill. 
M. (Mrs. Lorenzo Kent) is the youngest hom 
the family. The husbands are both millers at 
Pleasant. 

Mr. Harris is the sec0l1d child of his parents 
remained with them until 1872, when he came 
Mt. Pleasant, and, in company with his elder 
uuilt the Mt. Pleasant flouring mills, which are 
under their control. They do merchant and . 
work, and their mill has a manufacturing capaCIty 
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=---b rrels of flour daily. They are also engaged 
100 a . ' d I ' . . transactions \11 gram an S 11 P to various 
10 heavy H . v. {' 

. The banking house of Brown, arns 0< ~ _o. 
poiOtS. . J 

ized and commenced operations all . 12, was organ . 
d in March of the same year, Mr. Harns 

1883, an . - fl' "II ' . 
withdrew from active sUI~e.rvlslon 0 . liS ml In~ 111-

to assume the pOSitIOn of cashier, and has con-
terests . f I ffi '1'1 • d to discharge the dutles 0 t lat 0 ce. le 
ttnue "1 . I . I' k . of the hOl.lse is SI1111 ar III c laracle r It I e 
bustness . ' . 
. 't t'lons and IS thnv1l1g and prosperous. 
101UU, _. . 

Mr. Harris owns IllS residence and .a half-.l1lterest 
in 30 acres of land attached to the mill. HIS 111 ar­
. e to Catherine Holmden occurred May 3', 187 2 , 

:~reenvil1e, Montcalm County. She was born in 
Grand Rapids, and is the daughter of George and 
Hester Holmden. Cassills A., " Hester, Edwin O. 
aDd John Glenn are the names of the four children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Harris. 

Samuel W. Hopkins, of Mt. Pleasant, 

is a son of Samuel and Freelove Burlingame 

(Arnold) Hopkins. The father was horn in 

Coventry, R. I., Jan . 10, dl03, the son of Ruflls 
and Amy (Shippee) Hopkins. l-tufll s Hopkins 

was the SOtl of Esquire Samuel and Phebe (Case) 
Hopkins. Esquire Samuel Hopkins' father was J uelge 
Samuel Hopkins, who was the son of Joseph Hop­
kins. The last named married a daughter of Edward 
Whalley, one of the regicide judges who fled from 
England upon the restoration of Charles II. Judge 
Whalley livt:d and is buried upon Hopkins' Hill, West 
Greenwich, R. 1. It is from this ancestor t hat the 
subject of this biography takes his middle name, 
spelling it with but one" I," however. Most of the 
Hopkins family have been engaged in the great 
industry of Rhode Island,-cotton manufacturing. 

Mrs. Freelove Burlingame (Arnold) Hopkins was 
born in Warwick, R. I., Jan. 15,1807, the daughter 
of Elijah and Sally (Gorton) Arnold . She was an 
ooly daughter, and 11ad three brothers. Elijah 
Arnold was the '7th child of James and Freelov'~ 
(Burlingame) Arnold, and James Arnold was the 5011 

of Thomas Arnold, who bought a square mile of 
land in Warwick, R. I., and divided it into six farms. 
The mother of the subject of this sketch was born 

on the middle one of these (on Cowesett road), known 
as Arnold's Square. 

Mrs. Sally (Gorton) Arnold, Mr. Hopkin s' maternal 
grandmother, was the daughter of William and Sally 
(Whitford) Gorton . William Gorton was the son of 
Dr. Samuel Gorton, whose father was Samuel Gorton. 
This anCl!stor came to Massachusetts from England, 
alld was called a heretic by the Puritans, who drove 
him from their colony. He bought a home of the 
Indians in Rhode Island and named it " Patuxet." 
He lived to be a centenarian. 

Samuel Hopkins, the father of Samuel W. Hop­
kins, lived in the towns of Coventry, West Green­
wich and Exeter, R. 1., until 1857, extensively engaged 
in the manufacture of cotton goods. He built several 
mills, and was a prominent man in his section of the 
cOllntry. Th~ great financi a l panic of 1857, which 
engulfed so many thousands in the vortex of ruin 
and which affected to some degree every business 
ma n in the United States, was the end of his active 
business career. He had been a very energe tic, 
shrewd man, of sanguine disposition and buoyant = 
spirits. but this failure seemed to break his strength T-. 0 
of mind . With the remnant of his means he bought ' ;:,';~ 
80 acres of land in Coventry, Conn., where he lived ~: 

a retired life until hi s death, Feb. 19, 1875. His "-J 
family included nine children,-seven sons and two I 

daughters . Seven of the nine lived to adult age. I.' 

Samuel Whaley Hopkins, the youngest of the 
family, was born April I, 1845, in Exeter, R. 1., where 
he lived until the age 11 years. He was \'ery preco­
cious, being able to read and spell when but three 
years of age. He attended the district school in Exeter 
for some time before leaving that town. In 1856 the ~ 
family moved to Coventry, Conn. Here he studied C 

?Y in the di strict school and also received private in-
struction from a Miss Mary K . Hutchinson. 

At the age of 15 he attended the Ellington Acad­
emy, and the following year the academy at Man­
chester. The ensuing winter he taught at Andover, 
then he spent the summer at home on the farm, and 
the next winter he taught at Willimantic, Conn. 
After another summer at home he was for a month 

or so at Charleston, S. c., selling boots and shoes for ~':1{~.~ 
a hrother, then went to Cleveland, Ohio, to attend _ 
the Bryant & Stratton Business College. Soon after 
his arrival, Mr. Felton, resident Principal of the 
Bryant & Stratton school, and a Mr. Bigelow, estab-

~~~---~~~-~~(:'UD:r.nn~}~-~ --~'><-{® ~ 
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~ ;i::ed the Union Business Cvllege-'~:I~~~l~-ic-l-l -~-~~ with credit to himself and satisfaction to his 

~ Hopkins was graduated in the spring (1865) ' uents. While in Coventry, Conn., he was, at the 
He was at home the summer of that year, sold of 22, elected a member of the Scho')l Board 

books in the fall, and taught school near home in the both tickets, De,nocratic and Republican. He ' 
winter. The ensuing two years were spent partly at three years. In the early paTt of 1873 he Was 
home and partly in selling books fOT Gurdon Bill pointed CleTk of Union Towns.hip, this county, to 
and Henry Bill, publisheT:;. In the fall of 1.868 he a vacancy, and the sam? sprIng he wa,; elected 
taught a select school at Andover. He taught at to th at position. He was twice re-elected Clerk 
Little Falls, N. J., the next two years . Dnring he also se rved seven years as Justice of the ' 
the su mmer season he read law with Benezeret H e also officiated a year or so as Deputy '.·'. ____ L II 

H. Bill, of Rockville, Conn. In the summeT of 187 0 Clerk, while holding the latter office. He 
he studied law at home, and in the fall he entered one teTm Superintendent of Schools at Mt. 1'1 •• ____ • 

the Law Department of the Michigan University. and for three years Chairman of the Board of 
He took a two years' course at that institution, study- Trustees . He was the first Village Attorney of 
ing in the summer of 187 I with Hon . John M. Hall, 
of Willimantic, Conn. 

He was gTaduated in March, 1872, and then vis­
ited at home for a few weeks, after which he located 
temporarily at Grand Rapids, this State. There he 
was admitted to the Bar, but he was principally occu-

--'" pied in settling the estate of a MI'. Gardner. While 
~IJ~ = at Clare, Clare County, making collections for the W estate, he met the Hon . 1. A. Fancher, of Mt. Pleas­
~ - ant, who induced him to make lsabella County his 
= future horne. These two gentlemen were pa Ttn ers in 

the practice of law for thTee yeaTS. Mr. H opkins 
was then for two years connected with Michael Dev­
eraux. Commencing with Jan . 1,1 875, hi s partner 

. was, for neaTly two yeaTS, Wade B. Smith. He then 
associated with himself Free Estee, who had formerly 
studied law with him.. Mr. H.'s health having 
failed, principally from mental overwork in the Leg­
islature, his business was looked afteT almost entirely 
by his partners, first Mr. Smith, then Mr. Estee. He 
spent two summers at Higgins Lake, Roscommon 
County, and in the winter of 1881 - 2 visited his 
mother at Coventry, Conn ., where he remained for 
six months. 

The first of January, 1883, he formed his pTesent 
business com ection with Daniel E. Lyon. They do 
an extensive business in real estate, insurance and 

~ loans . In 1883 they loaned over $100,000. They 
~ represent II sour.d insurance com panies, and do the 

.~I~ largest business in that line in the county. 

r~ Mr. Hopkins is politically. a stalln~h Re~)~lbli can. 

~
'''' He has al ways taken a deep IIlterest 111 POlrtICS, and 
~ he has been and still is of gTeat influence. He has 

served his community in numerous official positions, 

Pleasant. 

In 1875 - 6 he served the county as 
Attorney. Dnring his term he literally reformed 
vill age of Loomis, which had become infested 
criminals and law-breakers. He was also 
mental in breaking up an organization known as 
Knights of Agriculture, which had been formed 
propeT purposes but which had drifted into 
management of bad men. He also defended 
county against an injunction brought by the 
ti es of Vernon Township (to which Clare county 
been attached) in a matter involving a large 
tax money. He afterw ards, in the Legislature, 
fended the county in a similar case against 
counties of Mecosta and Midland, to each of 
a moiety of Isabella County was formerly 
for municipal purposes. This matter brought 
hard-fought struggle of four weeks in the 
ture, and at every step Mr. Hopkins won. 

He was elected to the Legislature first in the 
of 1876, running against Henry H. Graves,and 
his seat in January following. He was a m~~mIDel~ 
the Committees on Judiciary, Public Lands and 
Traffic. During this session he introduced a 
makin rr libel a crime. This measure passed ., 
House, but was killed in the Senate. In the fall 
187 H he was re-elected to the House, taking his 
in January, 1879. He was at this time a member 
the Committee on Judiciary, and Chaimlan 
youngest member) of the most important COIDn:lttll 

of the session-Special Joint Committee on 
tion . In this he was associated with Messrs. 
Stanchfield, Ferguson and Kuhn, of the House, 
three of the ablest members of the Senate,-I· 

~~.A , --:--- ,~ ~~ ~'-/! "" ' n" ,.L.....c:, ~ ~-,5-;<~t5~ .;~(1)- -.~X'y--~ ~U u A ,.w; :,...:---.,-~-----
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d and George A. Farr, of Ottawa. They pre- Co., N. Y., May I I, 181 7, and was quite young when ? 
an , '11' . I . ) d and introduced a ill reorgalllzll1g the tax liS parents removed to Ontario County. He received 

part: ,,' . ' 0>/ ,. '" 
stem of the State. 1 IllS lull passed the l-Iouse, hilt a cOl1lmon English education, and assisted largely roo, 

sy '1'1 . . tl . 
as 

lost in the Senate. Ie next year a. commlS- 111 Ie support of IllS parents, especially in their de- " _ 0 

sion was appointed by the Governor, which carried clining years. He remained in Ontario County till 
into effect the provisions of the law now in force, ahout IH67, and then lived for two years in the State 
which are much like those in Mr. Hopkins ' hill. of Wisconsin. In February, 1870, he came to Isa-

Mr. Hopkins would have been sent to the S,nate, bella County and bought 53 ac res of land in Coe 
but the failure of his health forbade his acceptance. Township, where he has since resided, having now 
He has been for the last six years Chairmall of the 26 acres imp~oved . 
Republican County Committee, and this position he He was married at H.ichmond, Ontario Co., N. Y., 
now fil1s. In the fall of (882 he was unanimously May 9, 1852, to Ellis, daughter of Thomas and Jane 
nominated for the uffice of Prosecuting Attorney. (Skeldon) Todd, natives of England and Canada. 
Not desiring this position, he made no canvass, and Mrs. Hall was born in Canada, April 4, 1834. She 
bis opponent, Charles T. Russell, was elected. In and her husuand have had born to them a family of 
1877 he was nominated for President of the Village. nine: Mary A., Aug. I, 1853; Carrie J., Oct. 3 1 , 

Mr. Hopkins platted an addition to Mt. Pleasant 1855 (died April 16, 1874, a t the age af 18); Olive 
in 1874, on the south, known as " Hopkins' Addi- E., May 18, 1858 ; Phebe E ., May 14, 1860; Emma 
rion." J ., Oct. 3°,1862; EllaA. and Nel1ie I. (twins), March 

He was married at Jerusalem, N. Y., Dec. 10, 1873, 18, 1865; William T., May 2 I, 1867; Lillie E., May 
to Miss Margaretta, eldest daughter of Rev. Dr. (2, 187°· 
Edwin Vedder and Ida (Williams) Vedder. Dr. V. Politically, Mr. H. is a Democrat. 

is a native of Schenectady, N. Y., and his wife, of 
New Jersey, and both live at Jerusalem, Albany Co., 
N. Y. Mrs. Hopkins was born Feb. (, 1846, at Lit­
tle Falls, N. J., and li ved successively at that place, 
Berne, Middleburg, Gal1upville, Schoharie and New 
Scotland. All these places but the first are in the 
State of New York. Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins have 
had one son, Herbert Vedder, born at Mt. Pleasant, 
Aug. 21, 1876, and died at Jerusalem, N. Y., Aug. 4, 
1877. Mrs. H. is a Presbyterian, and Mr. H. is a 
memLer of the Unitarian Society, of which he has 
been for two years Vice-President. In 1884, Mr. 
Hop~ins was chosen Alternate to the Chicago Con­
ventIOn that nominated Blaine and Logan. 

The portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins are pre­
sented on other pages of this work. 

:W:ll'IU.D ~. Hall, farmer on section 9, Coe Town­
ShiP, IS a son of Thomas and Annie (Ral­
ston) Hall, natives of the United States and 

Ireland respectively. The parents settled in 

Ca~uga Co., N. Y., afterwards removing to On­

tano County, where they died he Dec 6 1857 
and · ' ., , 

I she Nov. 7, 1866, nearly nine years afterward. 

enfY Burr, farmer and stock-raiser, section 
30, Lincoln Township, and one of the lead­
ing and representati ve men of the county, 

was horn in Plymouth, Wayne County, this State, 
Aug. 31, 1837. The parents of Mr. Burr were 
Ambrose and Mary (Jones) Burr, natives of 

Connecticut and of English and Welsh descent. The 
father claimed a close connection to the Quakers 
who settled in New England. He was a farmer and 
drover in the New England States and came from 
there to this State and located in Wayne County 
when the same was but little settled and the hand of 
improvement was hardly visible. He now makes his 
home with our subject, aged 79 years. His mother 
died in this county Jan. IS, 1876. 

Henry lived at home in his native county until he 
was 18 years of age. He was engaged in assisting 
his father on the farm and received the advantages 
afforded by the common schools. On arriving at .that 
age he went to work by the month, which he continued 
for two years, and until the breaking out of the late 
war. He then enlisted in Co. H, First Mich. Cav., 
Col. Broadhead, and was assigned to the Army 
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~ of the Potomac. He participated in three general h~s lately erected a residence on the farm, ,."" ...... _ •. 
~ engagements, namely: second hattIe of'Hull Run hIm $2,200, and his he~rthstone is surrounded 
~ (Aug. 3°,1862), Gettysburg (July I, 2,3, 18°3) and peace, plenty and happmess. Mrs. Burr is 
, Winch.ester, Va. (Sept. 19. 1864). He also partici. with the Methodist Episcopal Church. ~Ilnectl!!l"" 

pated In many other smaller battles and skirmishes, Politically, Mr. Burr .is inclined to the 
in which his company was engaged. At the battle of and doctrines of the Republican party. HePllhlllllcd:lDI-': 
Gettsyburg he was wounded by a ball crushing the office of Supervisor in 1879, also Justice of th e 
joint of the index finger of the left hand . He was and other minor offices of his township. e 
promoted Commissary Sergeant early in [863, and 
Dec. 31, 1863, he re·enlisted. 

, At Winchester he was again wounded, this tim!' by 
" a gunshot breaking the arm above the wrist. He was 

finally discharged for disability, at St. Louis, Mo., 
June 15, 1865. 

After his discharge from the service Mr. Burr came 
to this State, and Feb. 19, 1866, in Washtenaw 
County, he was united in marriage to Miss Alice n., 
daughter of William A. and Elizabeth (Skidmore) 
Jones, natives of Genesee Co., N. Y., and of Welsh 

illiam B. Bowen, farmer on section 
Cae Township, is a son of James and 

• (Westfalt) Bowen, natives of Rhode 
and New Jersey . The parents settled 
Bradford Co., Pa., and afterwards removed 

Oswego, N. Y., where he died. She died 
Coe Township, Allg. IS, 1879, at the advanced 
of HK /, ) parentage. Alice D. was born in Dexter, Washtcnaw 

County, this State, Feb. 8, [84 2 • She lived under Their family comprises 11 children. William 
0. the parental roof.tree, assisting her mother until the the eldest son, was born in Bradford Co., Pa., 
~ latter's death in her household duties, and attending 28,IR'5' He received a rudimentary English 
:~ the common schools of the county, until her marriage cation in the common schools, and at the age of 

to Mr. Burr. Her mother died when .she was IS went out to work by the month, which he did 
years of age, and she kept house for her father, im. he was 25 years old. He then rented a farm 
proving her leisure moments with study. Her edu- Monroe Co., N. Y., for two years, and then 
cation was not neglected, and her refinement is farm in the same county for one year, when he 
indicative of what energy and determination may to Columbus, Ohio, and was for a year overseer in 
accomplish. . mill. In 1843 he came to Lenawee Co., Mich., 

Mr. and Mrs. Burr are the parents of four children, hought a farm, which he worked a year and 
one of whom is deceased. The living are, Amy H ., sold. He built a house in Adrian, in which he 
horn Sept. 13, 1868; Elmer W., Feh. 8, 1873; Cora four years, his 0ccupation being teaming and 
c., Aug. 19, 188o; Edith M., born April 9, 1867, and ing. He afterwards bought and sold several 
died April 29, 187 I. in that county . In October, 1854, he came to 

One year after marriage Mr. Burr moved to Jack- bella County and took up 80 acres of 
son County, this State, where he remained for two land on section 9, Coe Township. He built a 
years and then removed to Pontiac, Oakland Co., huuse, and returned to Lenawee County for 
where he engaged in the dairy business. While in family, who came on in February of the folio,. 
this he milked 44 cows and supplied more than 100 year. After four years' residence, he removed 
families with milk. with his family, with the purpose of educ'lting 

In the winter of 1869 Mr. Burr removed to this children, and lived 12 years in Tioga Co., Pa., 
county and purchased 80 acres of heavily timbered gaged in lumbering and in mercantile pursuits. 
land, on section 30, Lincoln Township. He ex- sold his Isabella farm in 1860. In 1870, he 
perienced the obstacles and trials of the early pio- to this county and bought 40 acres on section 
neer, but with a firm faith in the futur.e development where he now resides. Nearly all of this fann 
of the county and an abundance of determination now under cultivation. 
he overcame them all and has at the present time 7~ Dec. 2, 1840, in Monroe Co., N. Y., he was 
acres of his land in a good state of cultivation. He in marriage with Sarah H., daughter ·of Elisha 
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~(Lawrence) Stewart, natives of Rensselaer 
llollOa . d M C N Y. She was born In Swe en, onroe 0., 

Co·, ·Dec.7 1818. Of their six children, only two 
N. Y.,' . J 'l'h d d . _ 'Eugene S. and ROSina. e ecease 
lurYIve, . dEl' R 

I· C Emma R. Delphme an me me . are A tce ., ' . . 
M B was the first Supervisor of Coe Township, 

h
r
: h' office he was elected in the spring of rR57· 

~w~ .. I 
He has been Highway CommiSSIOner tHee years, 

in Commissioner three years and a school $fficer 
Ora He is a Good Templar, and a strong 
twO years. . ' . 

nce man. He is a Repubhcan, and WIth hiS 
telDpera fl' 1" 
wife belongs to the Baptist Church. 0 t liS re IglOl~s 

. t he has been for 16 years Deacon, and IS IOCle y, 
noW Clerk and Treasurer. 

J. Koons is a farmer on section 22, 
Deerfield Township. His father, George 
Koons, was a native of Pennsylvania, and 

died in April, 1853. His mother, Chloe (Wei­
mer) Koons, also a native of t!le Keystone State, 
is still living, in Athens, Athens Co., Ohio. 

In the last named county, Dover Township, Har­
vey J. was born. , When 23 years of age, he came 
with his mother and step-father to this county, arriv­
ing May 29, 1864, and settling on his present farm, 
where he has lived ever since, with the exception of 
about six years in Saginaw and Ohio. He once ex­
changed the farm for a house and lot in Ovid, Clin­
ton County, this State, but shortly afterward ex­
changed again, taking possession of his present place 
a lecond time. 

March 23, 1868, on the "Mission Farm," by 
Father Sheldon (a missionary to the Indians), Mr. 
Koons was married to Mrs. Louisa, widow of Harris 
H. Caldwell, and the children since born to them 
are: Frank Ami, born Jan. I:.!, 1869; and Lucy Lil­
lian, Aug. 23, 1875. Mrs. K., whose maiden name 
was Boyden, was born Oct. 10, 1836, in Macomb 
Co., Mich., and when four or five years old moved 
with her parents to Dryden, Michigan, where, 10 or 
12 years afterward, June 18, 1854, Hhe was married, 
&lid moved to Volga City, Clayton Co., Iowa. Eight 
years afterward they moved to Maple Rapids, Mich., 
~d one year later moved to this county, homestead­
tng a quarter section of land in the township of Lin­
c:01n. Mr. Caldwell commenced working for I. E. 

Arnold, a nd during the ensuing winter was drowned 
in the Chippewa River, near the Bradley bridge. 
His children were, Herbert c., born Oct. 8, 1856, 
and Alice J ., Aug. 1,1859. 

On the preceding page is a portrait of Mr. Koons, 
as that of a representative citizen of Isabella County. 

~J;iI 1.[1 -. nthony McKa.y, fanner and stock-raiser, 
t' ,~ _ section 19, Lincoln Towllship, was born in 
'J ~,)""'" M' 9):'$ Northumberlal)d Co., N. B., on the Ira-
,~.~ lIlichi H.iver, Nov. 22, 1822. 
!(r The parents of Mr. McKay were Donald 

and Zilpha (Rogers) McKay, natives of New 
Brunswick and of Scotch extraction. Mr. McKay's 
pa ternal grandfather was a member of the 74th 
Highlanders, a regiment the members of which, after 
serving against the rebellious colonies, settled in 
New Brunswick, on land given them by the king. 
Don ald McKay's occupation was that of a lumber­
man, and he continued to follow the same in his 
native country until the time of his death. The 
mother is suppose. to be still living, in California. 

Anthony lived at home, in New Bmnswick, assist­
ing his father in the maintenance of the family and 
attending, as time would permit, the common school, 
until he attained the age of 17 years. He spent the 
greater portion of his time until he had attained the 
age stated in "log-driving" on the St. John's River, 
and has driven them 300 miles. When 17 years of 
age he left home and engaged in the same occupation 
in Maine. He continued this in Maine for a period 
of 17 years, and during that time worked for the well 
known lumberman, E. G. Dunn, of that State, a por­
tion of the time as manager of their drive. 

In the fall of 1857, Mr. McKay came to this St'lte 
and located in Gladwin County. While there he 
engaged himself to Newell Barnard & Co., lum­
bermen, eight miles above the mouth of the Tobacco 
River, and was in their employ until 1859, when he 
went to Gratiot County and worked for Joshua Dunn, 
of Seville Township. He aJterward bought a tract 
of 300 acres of land in that county, and in the year 
1874 exchanged the same ior 80 acres in this cou'nty, 
Lincoln Township, section 19. To this he has added 
80 acres by purchase, and of the 160 he has 6S acres 
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after bought 160 acres of wild land on sectio 
. d'd n Coe, but contll1ue to resl e at Salt River, on 

" t' 
in a good slate of cultivation. He has erected a 
g6~d residence and substantial barn on his land, 
and has 'met with signal s\1cc'::ss in his agricultural 
affairs. 

Mr. McKay was united in marriage in July, ,868, 
in Gratiot Co., this State, to Miss L. Cranfield, a 
native of the State of New York, where she was born 
Nov. I, 1840. She is a member of the United 
Brethren Church. Mr. and Mrs. M. have two ad­
opted children, named Lydia and Phineas respect-

of educational ad vantages, until July, 1880. He 
moved on his farm, where he has since made 
home. He has now 46 acres in a highly "at.ISlllCtOll 

ively. In politics Mr. B. is a supporter of and 
- believer in the principles of the Republican party. 

E. Alvord, farmer on section 28, 
Township, is a son of Justus 

and Hannah (Thorpe) Alvord, natives of 
State of Massachusetts. The parents re-

m..Jved from the Bay Stale to New York, and 
later settled in Williams Co., Ohio, where he 

died, Sept. 9, 1868, and she July 3', 187 J. 

Their eight children were named: Mary, Hiram H., 
David H., Justus H., Edward E., Nathan <\., Eli L. 
and Henry D. 

The subject of this notice, the fourth son, was born 
in Allegany Co., N. Y., April 18, 1831, and was I I 

years old when his parents removed to Ohio. He 
lived at .home until 22 years old, then worked out by 
the month one year, and then for two years followed 
different occupations. Next, he hought a farm in 
Hillsdale County, where he lived four years. Rent­
ing it for two years, he then returned to Williams 
County and carried on his father's farm. He then 
lived on his own farm a year and a half, when he 
sold, went to Iowa and bought 320 acres of wild 
land in Linn County. After twe years ' residence in 
the Hawkeye State, he returned to this State and 
bought 80 acres in Pine River Township, Gratiot 
County. He lived there 18 months, and in the 
spring of 1869 sold and removed lo Salt River, this 
county. Forming a partnership with Henry Struble, 
he opened a general provision store. 

After eight months, he bought out Mr. Strubie, and 
conducted the business alone for a year. Disposing 
then of his business, he was for four years engaged 
111 various pursuits, principally jobbing: He soon 

--~ 

state of cultivation. 
He was married ill Medina, Lenawee Co ., 

Feb. 29, 1856 , to Belinda, daughter of Jabez 
Keziah (Birkhime) Jones, natives respectively of 
ginia and Pennyslvania. She was born in Ross 
Ohio, March 16, 1832. Seven children have 
added to the household, of whom the following 
survive: Henry D., Hannah K., Mary C., 
J. and Ella M. Abraham L. and Edward S. 
deceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvord are members of the U 
salist Church. Politically, he has heretofore been 
Republican, but he now supports the National 

:. "~~ ackson Alexander, farmer, section ( ~t Coldwater Township, was born July 
1827, in Washington Co., Pa., and is 

son of John and Mary (Harden) 
both of whom were natives of the 
State. The father was born in March, 

and died April 27, 1881. The mother was bom 
30, 1800, and died Jan 19, 1884. In 1829, the 
ents removed to Teffersoll Co., Ohio, where the 
ther purchased a timbered tract, which he put in 
agricultural condition, with the aid of his son, 
labors were necessary to that work, and the 
tenance of the family from a very early age. 

At 18 years of age, Mr. Alexander became 
master, and he went to Stark Co., Ohio, where 
spent thrl'!e yeals as a farm laborer. In 1854 
went to Elkhart Co., Ind., whele he engaged in 
work, hoth laborious and profitable. He was 
May 15, 1856, to Louisa, daughter of John T. 
Nancy (Carpenter) Wilson. Her parents were 
of Ohio, where they passed their entire lives. 
and Mrs. Alexander soon after their marriage 
out for Fillmore Co., Minn., with the purpose of 
tablishi ng a home on the prairies, but the oountlf 
meeting their expectation they returned to 
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where they passed the ensUlng three years in 
n ., 

fanning. . . 
Mr. Alexander uec:lIlle a soldier III the second 

of the civil war, enlisting Aug. la, 1862, in Co. 
year " ., 
G 74th Ind. Vol. Inf. [he regIment was assIgned 
'~he Army of the Cumuerland, and was in action in 

to . , f ('I st of the battles and ,k1Tl11lshes rom . lattanooga 
IPOthe surrender of Joe Johnston. The princip.lli en-
to '1 I I . '" gagements were at PerryvI Ie, Tu la lorna, Clllckamau-
ga, Peach-tree Creek, Jonesboro and Kenesaw Moun­
tain. Mr. Alexander received two wounds during 
the first day's fight at Chickamauga; one in the neck 
from a stray shot in a flank movement by the rehels, 
early in the day, and a second, about four in the af­
ternoon, in the right arm above the elbow. He was 
mustered out of the service June 21, 1865, and re­

turned home. 
He-spent a year on a rented farm, and the last days 

of October, 1866, came to Isabella Co., Mich. He at 
once entered the first papers on the property which has 
since been his home, and in May, r867, he returned 
and built his house. In September following, he 
came hither with his wife and three children. 

The journey from Elkhart with a team was a mem­
orable one and characteristic of the variety of in­
cidents in pioneer life. The distance traversed was 
200 miles. They made the route without mishap 
until near Schafer's tavern, 27 miles north of Ionia, at 
the edge of a piece of pine woods, 17 miles in extent, 
which they reached one day about noon. They 
cooked their dinner, and hoped to get through the 
woods before dark. There was no road; only a blazed 
tree now and then marked the route which wound 
in every possible direction to avoid trees. At dark 
they had traversed but half the distance, and they 
encamped on the bank of the Pine River. After 
breakfast, they set out, but had gone only half a mile 
~hen one of the hind wheels of the wagon "dished" 
tnwards and forced five spokes out of the felloe . A 
man pas!>ed them soon after and with his aid Mr 
A ' . 

lexander bound staves on the wheel rim and started 
on. The wheel soon gave out again, and Mr. A. cut 
a r sap IIlg and bound the larger end to the front axle. 
On this he rested the hind axle while the bush end of 
the sapling dragged on the ground. This . failed to 
work well, and the draught 'upon his team being too 
~eat he concluded to leave his family and seek as­
SlStance. He walked seven miles to the house of a 

Mr. Garnett, where he could obtain a wagon but no 
team. So he returned for his team, hoping to be 
back with the wagon to his family hefore dark. He 
started hack, but in the night, which overtook him 
before he had made much progress, his team stopped, 
and Mr. Alexander found a fallen pine obstructed 
the rollte. Further progress was impossible and he 
sat in the wagon all night, his thoughts busy with his 
wife and children six miles away, whom he knew to 
be in mortal terror of bears and Indians. The first 
streak of light fOllnd him on the way to his family, 
whom he found in safety, and his wife engaged in 
cooking the morning meal. They had suffered much 
from terror during the early part of the night, but fa­
tiglle overruled fear and, commending herself and 
her sleeping children to Him who was her only stay, 
the wife and mother at last fell asleep. They moved 
forward to Mr. Garnett's, where Mr. Alexander spent 
two days in labor, to pay for the use of the wagon to 
convey them to their destination. 

Their claim was located near that of Mr. H. A 
Brllbaker, where th ey hoped to obtain shelter, until a 
roof could be put on their own house. They reached 
Mr. Brubaker's about 10 o'clock at night, receiVed a 
cordial welcome, and, after a suhstantial supper, re­
tired to the hed of their huts. The kindness and en­
cuuragement they met with were a great relief, and 
lifted a heavy hurden from their hearts. Mr. Alex­
ander returned the rented wagun and took his own 
to Milll,rook for repairs. He set out for Elkhart for 
another load of goods, which he obtained, and when 
within five miles of his home, on his retnrn, the oth­
er hind wheel gave Ollt. He left his load, obtained a 
wagon from Mr. Brubaker, and, in company with his 
wife, went back for his guods, which he found all 
there save a dish of wagon grease. They loaded up 
and stuted back, but had gone but half a mile when 
the wagon tipped over. Darkness set in before they 
were ready to move on again, and Mr. Alexander 
took the lead, while his wife drove the team. Half a 
mile from home they were met by Mr. Brubaker with 
a lantern and a basket of lunch. This permanent re­
cord of kindness received from their friend but poody 
expresses their sense of an indebtedness which was 
its own reward . In a few days the family of Mr. Al­

exander were under the shelter of their own roof and 

entered upon their struggle in the wilderness. 

During the first year of his residence in Isabella 
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County, Mr. Alexander paid $34.50 for a barrel of 
pork, while the next year he could buy fresh pork for 
$[ [ a hundred; for flour he paid the first year $18 a 
barrel, fur seed potatoes $1.50 a bushel, and for 
wheat, $2.50 a bushel. 

Following is the record of the children, eight in 
number, born to Mr. and Mrs. Alexander: Mary 
Ellen, Aug. 10, 1857, at Fillmore, Minn.; Hattie 
Margaretta, May 10, J 860; Frances Elizabeth, Oct. 4, 
1862; Lulu Lorenia, March 9, 1867 (died the day 
following). The three last named children were !Jorn 
in Elkhart, Ind.; Alice Carrie was horn Feb. 6, [87 r; 
Jessie Blanche, June 15,1874; Amy Adell, July 22, 

1876; Harvey Maynard, Dec. 29, 1879 (died Jan, 7, 
[880). These four were born in Coldwater Town­
ship. 

saae B. Christie, lumber inspector, resident 
at Mt. Pleasant, was born Dec. 16, [844, in 
Kemptville, Can., and is a son of Rouert 

and Maria (Boyd) Christie. His father had 
extensive lumber interests in Canada, and was 

_ a heavy manufacturer in the Duminion. He 
is still interested in the same business in the North­
west, and in addition to his lumber traffic he is also 
a principal stockholder in a banking house at Duluth 
and in one in Manitoba. 

Mr. Christie's first venture was when he was 14 
years old, when he went to Buffalo and engaged as a 
book-keeper in the grocery house of Beebe Bros., 
where he remained about [8 months. He was a 
pr~cocious scholar and completed a course of study 
in the Normal School at Toronto and graduated 
at Bates' Comm.:rcial College in the same city. 
After leaving Buffalo he traveled to different portions 
of the country and has visited nearly every section of 
the United States. He engaged as Principal,of the 
Listowel, Ont., school, where he officiated six years. 
On the termination of his duties there he cal~le to 
Saginaw and commenced business as a lumber in­
spector, with which business he was wholly familiar 
from his early associations with his father's transac­
tions in lumber. He has continued the pursuit of 
inspector and scaler and is ';ues his business card as: 
"I. B. Christie, Lumber Inspector. Trespasses 
carefully computed and timber estimated. Office, 

$fl'~A ~~_~J> ___ -_~, " _ 
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with Leaton & Upton, Mt. Pleasant." H 
only inspector in Isabella County and has :. 
d . I fl ' . 'I entla s rom t 1e !;agmaw Inspecting 
He is ranked among the best of his profession 
Saginaw Valley. 

homa!:! Parrish, farmer on section 12 . . , 
Township, lS a son of Harrison and 
garet (Smith) Parrish, natives of the 

of New York. His mother was born in 
and died in 1854. His father is living 
cupied as a drayman in Bay City. 

The subject of this sketch was born Aug. 9. 
in Livingston Co., N. Y., and is the only one 
of his father's three children. He came to 
county in 1871, and located 40 acres on section 
Broomfield, after working for a time in varioul 
l)er camps. He was married Oct. 10, 1882, to 
Eunice Millard, daughter of Hiram and 
Mil1ard, the former of whom is deceased, and 
latter lives in Canada. Mr. P. has by a former 
riage one son, James, born June 9, 1868, in 
Co., Mich. Mr. P. has been Pathmaster in hil 
triet; and is pohtically a Democrat. 

ohn Delo, farmer, section 19, 
Township, was born in Germany, 
Thanksgiving Day, 1817. His 

Frederick and Christina Delo, were 
Germany, where they both died. 
came to this country in 1852 and landed 

Quebec, Can. From Quebec he went to DIWI .... 

Hamilton Co., Can., and was, there engaged in 
ing on the Great Western Railroad for a time, 
he crossed the Niagara and was occupied in labor 
various things for some' time and was there 
sick. His means having been exhausted, he 
sent to the poor house. He remained there 
month and, on recovery, crossed the river into 
ada and engaged in cutting cord wood and 
rails. He remained in Canada, variously 
until 1861, when he came to this State' and 
and located on an 80-acre tract of land. He 
great faith in the future development of this 
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.====- 11 his energy into c1earillg and improving the mother of four children,-Joseph W., Michael, _ ~ 
and threw Sa bsequently he added, by purchase, 40 Susanna and Agnes. _ )l 
b· land 11 . MR ' D d' I I' 'r 15 ' h' riginal tract, and now has about 100 I r. . IS a emocrat, an , WIt 1 lIS WlJe, IS a I .J 

res to IS 0 · '1 I fIe h I' CI I 'r" ~. d state of cultivation, In IS7 6 he bUI t mem Jer 0 t 1e at OIC lure 1. >-
acreS \0 a goo . ' . d .'J .. \:) 

f I barn and 111 J R7 9 eleete a reSIClCIH .. e 
bi01sel a arge '. . . 

. I d which cost hlln $2,000. 1 hal. honest on hIS all . I . 
. reward one can see III tIe prospenty 

efort brings , . ' 
. d by the subject of thIS notice. From want 

attame . d .. J. he has attall1ed a plenty, an , Sltt.,lg and penury . 
d h hearthstone of content, he sllllles at the 

aIOun t e 
trials of the past. '.. . 

Mr. Delo was first wedde~ 111 Germany, wh~re 1~ls 
'r d' d leaving him two c1l1ldren, Fred and Charile. 

WIle Ie , . ' . I . 
gain married the lady of IllS chOI ce )eln~ a He was a' . . 

Miss Caroline Hire, to whom he W:1S marn.eJ III 

8 and by whom he has had eIght chlidren, 
• 54, '11 ' C I' 

Iy ' John Minnie, Mary, WI lam, aro me name., . 
(deceased), Hettie, Emma and Asa. 

The father and mother are both members of the 
Methodist Church. Politically, Mr. Delo is a Re­

publican. 

Roberts, farmer on section 10, 
Coe Township, is a son of Joseph and 
Mary (Toomey) Roberts, natives of ire­

land. The parents came from the Emerald 

Isle to Quebec, Can., and later to Detroit. 
After a short stay in that city and in Windsor, 

they went to Oakland Co., Mich., where they resided 
two years. In the fall of IR55 they came to Jsa­
bella County and settled in Coe Township, where 
they lived until their death. She departed this life 
in Noveulber, 1865, and he in March, IS67. Their 
family numbered ~even, and Michael was the 
youngest. 

He was born in Ireland, Jan. 6, IS46, and was 
about five years old when his parents came to Can­
Ida, and nine years old when they settled in this 
county. He lived with his parents until their death, 
and inherited the farm of 160 acres on section 10, 

which he now lives, with 100 acres under good 
c:ultivation. 

He was married in Hubbardston, Mich., Feb. 23, 
.~8, to Catherine, daughter of Michael and Susanna 
(HInes) Lestrange, natives of Ireland. Mrs . \{. was 
born in Monroe Co., N. Y., April 30, [85 I, and is 

eorge W. De Puy, farmer on section 7, 
" Union, is a son of Elias and Judith 

(Brookins) De Puy, both of whom were born 
in the State of New York, and died in Mont- t_., 
calm Co., Mich. He was born in Lysander, 
Ononda~a Co., N. Y., Nov. 2, IS30, and lived 

with his parents until 27 years old. 
On attaining his legal majority, he formed a part­

nership with his father, under the name of E . De 
Puy & Co. Their business was farming, and running 
a saw and grist mill. In the spring of IS5S he came 
to Ionia Co., Mich., and rented a farm, on which he 
lived until the winter of I S60-I. He then went to 
Californi a by way of New York and Panama. He 
had a very rough passage, and was 22 days in mak­
ing the trip from New York to San Francisco. The 
first summer after his arrival he worked at farming 
near Sacramento, and the ensuing wi'nter he was in a 
quartz mill. The next summer he was employed at 
farming near Virginia City. He worked nine months 
for the Ophir Mining Company; then a year in Dum 
& Coover's gold canyon; and then a year and a half 
in a quartz mill a mile and a half from Carsol~ City. 

R eturning to the Peninsular State, il; IS64, he 
l,ought a farm of So acres in Ionia County. After a 
time he came to Bloomer Township, Montcalm 
County, and bought IUO acres, 40 of which were 
improved. On this place he remained until IS74, 
when he exchanged for his present farm of 240 acres, 
130 of which are improved. Politically, Mr. De Puy 
is a Republican. 

He was married Feb. IS, IS57, to Miss Louisa L.. 
daughter of John W. and Catherine (Appleton) 
Dickerson. The latter is yet living, but the former 
died Aprils, IS65. Of four children born to Mr. 
,ind Mrs. De Puy, two are living, and two deceased. 
Anna L. was born Jan. 23, 1857, in Bridgewater 
Township, Williams Co., Ohio; Ida Jane was born 
Oct. S, IS5S, died in the same county, December 8, 
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. I II r, ,\ 1859, and is buried in MUir; E mer E sworth was :; 
horn July 22. [8uS; Burton C. was born Aug 29, " 
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!~. 1868, and died Aug. 29, 1869, in Bloomer T ownship, eight years he was in partnership with H. R' h 
,( Montcalm County. W. D. Arnold, of Ionia, in real-estate busin Ie 
~. ) M D P' . If' 8 8 I fi d ". ea •• :;t. r. e uy s portrait, as t Jat 0 a representative 1 7 Je orme an assoCIatiOn With A. B. U 
T of the substantial farmers of Union Township and the same line, which relation existed about 18 

@ Isabella County, is a valuable addition to the picto. H e removed to Colorado in 1882. 

,'I ) 

. ~'. 
= = 
~ 
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rial galaxy of this ALB UM. Mr. Arnold was intimately associated with th 
velopment of the county and city from the d~ 
his becoming a resident of Isabella County. He 

rving E. Arnold, a pioneer settler of Isa­

bella County, now resident at Salida, Col. , 

was born March 19, 1835, in H erkimer Co., 
N. Y. , and is the son of Dexter and Olive (Kim­
ball) Arnold. The same year, I 83~ , his father 
and family removed to Ionia County anci lo­

cated on the present site of Ionia . In 1857 Mr. Ir­
ving Arnold settled in Isabella County. Soon after, 
he contracted with the Government to build five 
school-houses and two churches for the use of lhe 
Indians in thi s county. This contract was carried 
out with difficulty , as nails, sash, doors, gl ass, etc., 
were brought up the Saginaw River in an Indian 
canoe. 

In 1859 he located in Union Township, this coun­
ty, where he bought 40 acres of la nd on section IS, 
which was then in the depths of the fore st. H e built 
a frame house, which is still in being and was the 
second erected on the site of the village of Mt. Pleas­
ant. He cleared 20 acres of his farm and remained 
a resident upon it until 1863. 

He was married in May, 1860, to Adel aide M. 
Ferris. Dexter F. Arnold, only issue of this mar­
riage, was born April IS, 1862, and was the first 
child born in the village of Mt. Pleasant. (See 
sketch of Dexter F. Arnold.) The mother died in 
May following. Mr. Arnold was again married Aug. 
19, 1863, to Susan E. Foy. Of the second marriage 
three children were born, one of whom, Walter D., 
is deceased. Nellie H. and Kinnie are, respectively, 
the oldest and youngest in order of birth. 

Mr. Arnold went to I sabella City in 1864, where 
J:1e spent a few years operating in lumber. In 1867 
he returned to Mt. Pleasant. In 1870 he was ap­
pointed COUIJty Surveyor to fill a vacancy, and the 
same fall he was elected to that office, which he held 
two years, operating quite extensively in lumber. In 
1872-3 he opened an abstract office and combined 
operations in real estate with lumbering. During 

elected the first County Clerk after the 
the county, and served a term as Register of 
when the duties of that position were a part of 
of the former office. He was the first ;:jUDelrvi, .... ' 

Isabella Township, and at that time the 
contained but three organized townships; three 
pervisors then constituted the Board. In 1861 
received the nomination for Representative, on 
Democratic ticket; but that party, being in the 
nority, was defeated. He was Supervisor of 
Township eight years, and served from 1870 to 
as County Surveyor. He interested himself in 
project of suLstantial benefit to the general 
and threw the weight of his influence into 
enterprise that afforded reasonable prospects at 
vantage to the county and its inhabitants. 
his efforts mainly, the court·house was built, in 
and he served as chairman of the 
He assisted in making the first survey of the 
of M t. Pleasant, while a resident there. He 
prominent and active in the interests of the 
ist E piscopal Church and officiated as o:tUPClrlUI;CI 

ent of the Sunday-school, eight years. 
was elected President of the village of Mt. 
which he held one year. He was also a me:ml~ 
the Order of M asonry at Mt. Pleasant. 

.------~-----.. 

hitney H . Cowles, farmer, 
Deerfield Township, is a son of 

• and Laura (Miller) Cowles, r Massachusetts. In this family were 
\ children. 

The suLject of this sketch was born June 
1847, in Bainbridge, Geauga Co., Ohio, and 
on the old homestead until 1878, when he 
the family to this county and bought a tract 
acres, where he now has 30 acres . well 
cultivation, two acres in young orchard, a good 
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~ t He is one of the substantial farm- of land in Coe Township, where he now resides. He ' 
'""'use barn, e c. , I 'f I . dd d I' r d I 
pv '. t of the country. Mr. Cow es arm las since a e 37 acres to liS larm, an now las 

Of thIS par :1;; crs "Maple Farm." He hasa sugar gf(lve of 40 acres under the plow. ~-a;Y. 
i,kno

wn 
as d ses the latest processes in the manu- He was married in the county of his natIvIty, 1 

trees, an u I f J d 775 f the purest maple sugar. He has marketed \)ec . , 6, 'XS .'i, to Rhoda, daug lter 0 ames an r 
(act

ure 
°unds in one season. His place is knowl.l far Hann ah (Wilson) Fry, natives of Pen?sylvania. She 

2,000 ~ d is visited by people from every dlrec- was born in Washington Co., Pa., Apnl 20, 1833, and 
and W1 e, an k' son is the mother of six children,-Isasc N., James L., 
tion during the sugar-ma 1Il~ seFa 11 . C I C 

867 at Chagrtn a s, uya 109" 0., John H ., Eliza B., Phebe H . and Samantha J. 
Oct. 1 7, I, .' ., d' h h' 
. M Cowles married MISS Alvlra M .. a daugh- Mr. H. votes the DemocratIc ticket, an wit IS ~ 

~~I:; JO~~ and Sophronia (Harris) Manchester, na- wife belongs to the United Brethren Church. .",' 
. f Rhode Island and New York. The former, 

byes 0 . . ' I_--="..-.J.b..~ .bose father was a soldier Ill. the RevolutIOn, fougl~t -f---.... ~-y--cc=++.-~ 
• the war of 1812, and contnlJllted four sons to hiS 
ID . H d ' 

t ' service in the late rebellion. e serve In coun ry s 
b tl U S I and is one of the very few veterans t e 30 1 • . ., . . . 

oCthe second war with Great Bntalll who yet su~vlve. 
He is 88 years old, is hale and hearty, and .can JUIllP 
up in the air and st.rike his feet together tWice as ~ell 
.. any agile farmer s son . He served under Gen. 
Wade Hampton (grandfather of the present Se nator 
flOm South Carolina), fought in the cam paigns 011 the 
border of Canada, and participated in seven hattles. 
He now lives at Mantua, Portage Co., Ohio. In 
hi, family were ten children, eight of whom are liv­
ing. Alvira M. was born Aug. 6, 1846, in Auhurn, 
Geauga Co. , Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Cowles have 
been born five children, four of whom are living, 
Damely: Linnie A., Jan. 23,1869; John H., May 
II, 1871; Bert E., Dec. 20, 1877; and Roy M., 
May 3,1880. Ray E ., born Aug. 10, 1875, died 
Aug. 9, 1878. The parents are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. C. in politics 
is a RepUblican. 

oseph Higgins, farmer on section 35, Coe 
Township, is a son of Isaac and Phebe 
(Pope) Higgins, natives of Pennsylvania 

and New Jersey. They settled in Greene Co., 
Pa., where they lived until their death. There 
were eight children in the family,. Jose ph being 

the second son. 

He was born in Greene Co., Pa., !";Iarch 29, 182 9, 
~d lived at home until 21 years of age. He con­
~Ued to live in his native county until he came to 
this COunty. in the fall of 1865. He bought 80 acres 

~ ,,":'" evi B. Qu'ck, 'ae",,, on ""ion 3', Coo 
~ ~ Township, is a son of R alph and Calista 
~ . .r.z (Treat) Quick, natives respectively of Bucks 

Co., Pa., and Seneca Co., N. Y. The parents 
first settled in Oakland Co., Mich., and in 1871 
removed to Gratiot County. The mother died 

in Sumner T ownship, that county, in March, ,882. 
Their family n lImuered 12, named as follows . Mary 
E., Nancy S., Charles, Levi B., Ellinor, Corrilla, 
Gustavus, Edwin 0., Frances, Walter, George S. and 
Lucy J. 

The subject of this sketch, the second son, was 
born in Lyon, Oakland Co., Mich., April 7, 1839. He 
received an elementary English education and lived 
at home until he attained his majority. He then 
worked out by the month for two years. 

He enlisted Aug 9, 1862, in the 22d Mich. Vol. 
Inf., and served nearly three years. He was under 
fir e often, and was in the terrible battle of Chicka­
mauga, where his regiment was all cut to pieces. He 
recei ved a severe wound by a minie-ball in the 
right side and was confined to the hospital for six 
months . He was honorably discharged at Detroit, 
Mich., after which he returned to Oakland County, 
where he engaged in farming until 1869. He then 
came to Gratiot County and bought 80 acres in Pine 
River Township. In 1877 he exchanged for 120 
acres in Coe Township, this county, where he has 
since resided. He has now 80 acres, including 70 
acres under cultivation. 

He was married in Oakland County, Jan. 2, 1868, 
to Roxie J., daughter of George and Ann E. (Plow­
man) Fawcett, natives respectively of Ireland and 
Orange Co., N. Y. She was born in Lyon, Oakland 

= = 
~ 
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Co., Mich., March 3 i:, 1844 By this marriage there 
have been two children, one of whom died in infancy. 
George R. was born Jan . 3, 1869. 

Co. , Mich., on which he. lived eight years. In I 

he sold that place and purchased another in th 

~. 

= = 
;~ 

Mr. Q. was Township Superintendent of Schools 
for two years. Politically, he supports the Republi­
can party. He and wife are members 01 the Presby­
terian Church. 

illiam F. Bollman, farmer on section 6, 
, Union, was born in Amherst, Erie Co., 

r N. Y., April 10, 1853, and is the son of 
" Ernest and Augusta (Westfall) Bollman. The 

parents were both natives of Germany, and 
died in Amherst, Erie Co., N. Y.,-the father Dec. 
25,1866; and the mother Oct. 12, [R75 . 

Their son William lived at home llntil 16 years 
old, and then commenced the strllggle of life alone. 
I [e worked on a farm in the summer, and in the 
winter went to school, working for his board. He 
bOllght 40 acres adjoining his mother's place, and 
worked both farms until her death . Selling Ollt, he 
then vi sited Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
three months in each'State. Retllrning to New York 
State, he worked a year, and then came to Isabella 
County and bought his present farm of 100 acres. 
He has about 40 acres improved. 

He was llI arried Dec. 26, [878, to Miss Mary S. 
Clare, daughter of Frank and Sophia (Raime) Clare. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. a re both residents of Isabella Town­
ship, this county. Mrs. Bollman was born Oct. 14, 
1860, and is the mother of two childrep,-Frank K, 
born Sept. 10, 1879, and Louisa S. , March 27, 1883. 

Mr. B. is a Republican, and a member of the 
Lutheran Church. His wife is a Catholic. 

arren W. Parsell, farmer, section 17, Wise 
$'t Township, was born July 9, 1827, in Day-
1 ton, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. His parents, 
lift John and Huldah (Babcock) Parsell, were 
~r.. both natives of the State of New York. 
~:t Mr. Parsell resided in the State of his nativ-'1' (@) ity until 1865, and was engaged in farllling. In 

\.... the spring of that year he bought a farm in Tuscola 
!. 
~~.A r.7\ '~ _ _ .~ 
l~~~)t ,~,\~~,,~.---~ 

. e 
county, winch he managed a year and then h 

. N e agall1. In ovember, 1873, he bought 40 
I d · W ' '1' I . I . acres an III Ise owns up, w 11Ch he has since IOC:l'l!JIl"': 

to 80 acres, and now has 30 acres under \,;U.IUlrati ... 

He W '.iS the third in order of settlement in the 
ship of Wise, and built the third house outsid 
limits of Loomis. He is a Democrat in e 
faith, and has held the office of Highway 
sioner one year. In the spring of 1882 he was 
J llstice of the Peace and still discharges the 
of that office. 

Mr. Parsell's marriage to Lydia F. Wells 
Jan . 5, 1859, in Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. She 
born in that county, Nov. 29, 1837. Of their 
three children have been born: Huldah A., 
D. and Walter W. The latter died when a 
1lI0nths more than nine years of age. 

"-esse I . Richmond, farmer on section 
Chippewa Township, is a son of 
and Mary (Alley) Richmond, of 

and Dutch parentage. The parents 
first in Canada, and in 1866 came to this 
ty and settled in Chippewa Township, 

presen t home. Their family numbered nine, 
and three daughters. 

The subject of this record was born in 
May 29,1831, and received the elements of an 
li sh education in the common schools. When 
20 years old he left home and worked a farm 
shares for two years. He then bought a fann in 
ada, where he lived until he came to Michigan, 
ing and selling several farms. In March, I 

came to this county and bought 100 acres in 
wa Township, wh ere he has since resided. He 
blli!t substantial barns and a good fann house 
place, and has 85 acres improved. 

He was married in Northumberland Co., Can·t 

28, 1856, to Miss Lydia E., daughter of James 
Jemimah (Ball) Lowe, who were natives resiooCU1 
of Canada and Nova Scotia. The father was a 
ticipant in the famoLls battle of Waterloo. 
and wife died in Canada; the latter itl August, 
and the former in January, 1861. Mrs. 
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= s born in Prince Edward Co., Can., Jan. 19, J839, 
"a h and her husband have been the parents of 
and se ··G BE 

h'ldren three of whom survive. eo. rge ., s-five c I , 

L d Mary M. Samuel M. and Isabella N. 
tell a . an 
are deceased. . 

M Richmond has held the office of IIlghway 
r .. sl'oner for two years, and that of School As-

Commls ,..' . 
ven Years POlitically he IS a Republican. 

sessor se' . , 

S. Graham, farmer and Supervisor 

of Isabella Township, residing on section 
22, was born in the County of Peel, Ont., 

May 22, 1850' His parents were Hugh and 
Catharine (Cook) Graham, natives of New York 
and Connecticut, respectively, and of Iri sh­

Scotch attraction. The father was a farm er by oc-

Ont., Dec. 28, r87 r. She is a native of Ontario, 
born in Peel Co., that Province, April 14, 1848, and 
there lived, under the protecting care of her parents, 
until her marriage. The husband and wife arc the 
parent.s of eight children, namely: William M., 
born Oct. 5, rX72; Edgar 0., Aug. 23, 1X79; Godfrey 
E., Sept. 1, 1880; Gracie L., J nne 7, 1882, and 
Victor S., Jan. 30, 1884. Oscar A., born Dec. I, 

1873, died Apri I " J 875, and Gertrude L., born 
lYlarch 3, 1877, died Nov. 2, J 881. 

Politically, Mr. Graham is a believer in and sup­
porter of the principles of the Democratic party. He 
has held the position of Township Clerk, Township 
Treasurer, and is now Supervisor of Isabella Town­
ship. 

m
' -cupation and followed that vocation in Peel Co., 

Ont., where he died, in 1853. His mother is still iii ewis Grant, superintendent of Edmund 
living, at the advanced age of 68 yea rs, in Isabella • W Hall's lumbering inlerests in Broomfield 
Township. ~. . Townshi p, is a son. cf Archibald and Cather- ::;; 

When James S. was three years of age he was left . me (Lord) Grant. HIS father was born in 18r4 ~ 
a half orphan by his father's death, he having been 111 Evonshire, Scotland, and died in 1877, in ~ 
thrown from a buggy by the horse becoming fright- Canada. His mother was born in 1819, in Ire- ~ 
ened and running away. He lived with his mother land, and died in 1879, in Canada. 
and brothers in his native county, doing hi s share Tlwir son, Lewi s Grant, was born March IS, 1840, 
toward the maintenance of his family and attending in Scotland, and lived with his I)arents until 22 years 
the common schools, until he attained the age of 22 of age. Coming to America with them, he worked 
years. first for two years in the IlIlI1ber woods of Minnesota. 

In the fall of 1873 Mr. Graham came to this county Next he was engaged on a farm in the State of New 
and settled in Isabella Township, on XO acres of wild York for two years; and then, coming to Michigan, 
land on section 16, which he had purchased the he engaged with Mr. Edmund Hall, his present em-
spring before his coming. He located on this land player, working the first year as a common laborer. 
and at once began to improve it, but soon sold, and The succeeding three years he was a foreman, and 
engaged in the mercantile business at Calkins ville. after that he became superintendent of all Mr. Hall's 
The capital required to manage this business was lumbering operations in Broomfield Township. 
lOIoe $5,000, and he conducted the same with a He was married in 1875 to Miss Ida Eldred, who 
moderate degree of success for two years. In 1877 was born Sept. 24, 1854, in Hillsdale County, this 
he sold out his mercantil e business, and purchased State, and daughter of Judson and Mary (Dopp) EI-
160 acres on land on section 23, where he lived until dred. Mr. E. was born in Steuben Co., N. Y., in r821, 
April, 1881, when he sold the same and purchased and is now a farmer in Broomfield, of which town-
40 acres on section 22, and 40 acres on section '5, ship he was one of the early settlers. Mrs. E. was 

lalne township. He has So acres of the 80 under a born in the State of Ohio, in 1832. j' 
IOOd state of cultivation, and is acknowledged as one Mr. Grant is politically a supporter of the Repub-
of the progres~ive farmers of the township. lican party. 

~r, Graham was united in marriage with the lady ' As one of the representati ve business men of Isa-
of hiS choice, Miss Margaret 1. Johnson, in Peel Co., bella County, and a gentleman worthy the esteem and 

~~~----_-3J~~......,j~~~uul~lnU~~~-<iXb~*,,~~j. 
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honor of his fellow citizens, we place Mr. Grant's County, five years; then California three years 
portrait in this volume. As a fitting companion pic- he was in the mines, and a part of the time ' 

.!" twu).rfiee.to Mr. Grant's, we place beside it that of his in engineering; in Ionia County ten years; and 
cam: to Isabella Cou~ty, Aug. 20, 1877. 
chasIng a quarter of sectIOn 13. where he now 

~-+~<4-~ It was then wholly unimproved, but he has 

~ 
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~ 
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• "l ten acres and sold 80. In connection with the 

His G. Faunce, farmer on section 2 [, Coe 
Township, is the son of Alden and Lucre­

tia (Coburn) Faunce, natives of Massachu­
setts and New York. The parents settled in 
Trumbull Co., Ohio, where he died, Feb. 22,' 

1863. The mother yet survives. Their fam­

ily consisted of eight children, six sons and two 
dat.;ghters, of whom Ellis G. is the sixth. 

He was born in Trumllllll Co., Ohio, Oct. r, .d;46, 
and received a rudimentary English education, liv­
ing at home until 1865. The following three years 
were spent in Michigan and Ohio, and in r868 he 
bought a farm of 80 acres in Monroc Co., Mich., 
where he lived seven years. He then sold, and for 
a year and a half was employed in a grist-mill in Al­
len Co., Ohio. In the spring of 1877 he came to Isa­
bella County and bought 40 acres OIl section 2 I, Coe 
Township. He has since added 40 acres, and has 
under cultivation 42 acres. 

He was married in his native county, Nov. 26, 1868, 
to Syrion L., daughter of Orrin R. and Louisa (King) 
Gates, natives of Vermont and Ohio. To this union 
three children have been born,-Eva E., Orrin L. and 
Leila B. 

Mr. F. is a Republican, and with his wife belongs 
to the Christian Church. 

-r =-'l.,hanCy c. Dickerson, farmer and millcr, 
~ -l section [3, Deerfield '~'ownshi p, is a son of 
,~."" John W. and CatharIne Jane (Appleman) 
.~ Dickerson; his father, a native of Pcnnsylva­
~ nia, died April 5, 1865, and his mother, a na­

tive of New Jersey, is still living. 
The subject of this sketch was born June I, 184 r, 

in Lorain Co., Ohio; was in Wisconsin from about 9 
to 12 years of age; in Lorain Co., Ohio, for five years; 
in Hillsdale Co., Mich .• one year; next. Bowne 
Township, Kent County, nearly a year; then Ionia 

is a good mill site. He built the first saw, grist 
shingle mills in Deerfield Township. The saw is 
"upright," and the grist-mill has two run of buhll. 

Mr. Dickerson was married Jan. I, 1865, at 
to Miss Hannah Christina. daughter of Oliver 
Lydia (Brazee) Decker. They have no children. 

Mr. Decker is in political sentiment a 

~'" C. Payne, phy,ici", ,,,,ion ,8, 
Township, is a son of Barton and 

io/. · (Cronk) Payne, natives of Ontario Co., 
• Y. His father and mother are both dece.all4lli 

the former dying April 10, 1862, and the 

July 7. 1877. 
Dr. Payne is a native of this State, and was 

in Salem Township, Washtenaw Co., Feb. 17, 
He spent his childhood years until he attained 
age of eight. in his native county, when his 
moved to Ypsilanti, where they lived for two 
and then moved to Shiawassee County. The 
remained at the latter place 18 years, during 
time young Payne assisted on the farm and 
the common schools and developed into .. ".n1 .... 

From Shiawassee County Dr. Payne removed 
Eagle, Clinton County, remained five years 
four months, and then went to Westphalia, 
county, and variously occupied his lime for 
years. 

The Doctor came to this county March 17, 
located on section 28, Nottawa Township, and 
tered upon the practice of medicine, a profession 
had selected and mastered at an earlier day. 
has continuously followed the practice of his 
sion, having located his office at Beal City, 
Township, ever since conllng to the county. and 
met with signal success. 

Dr. Payne was united in marriage, Dec. 
with Miss Frances, daughter of Mary E. 

m~~~~--~IJC.._ ..... o~,-_~/ "~~~uu:~nU~"","l>~~eol--~--~~~ 
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~ Sept. 2, 1855, in Livingston Co., this 
"be> was d their union has been blessed by one 
State' an 

d 'Minnie, born Oct. 29, 1873. . 
chit , P yne is a member of the Masonic Lodge at 

Dr. a . S I" I . . t Clinton Co., this tate. In po lUes le IS 
wacous at . 

dh 
rent of the tenets of the Democratic part '. an a e . . 

!drs. Payne is a member of the Methodist EpiSCO-

pal Church. 

Delaney, molder, residing on sec­
tion 22, Coldwater Township, was born 
Sept. 29, 1837, in the city of Rochester, 

N. Y. His parents, William and Mary (Fagan) 
Delaney, were natives of Ireland. The decease 
of his father occurred at Rochester, and his 

mother died in Prince Edward Co., Ont. 
Mr. Delaney is the eldest of six children born to 

his parents, and he lived at home until he was 18 
,ears old, when he went to learn the molder's trade, 
and in his journeyman days he went to Adrian, 
Mich., where he found employ in the car-shops, re­
maining there most of the time until 1861, when he 
enlisted in the military service of the United States. 
He became a soldier during the first months of the 
war, enlisting in Co. B, 47th Ohio Vol. Inf. The 
entire company were Michigan men with one excep­
tion, who was from Cincinnati. The regiment was 
usigned to the 15th Army Corps, of which General 
Sherman was in command. It was afterwards under 
Gen. Logan, and Mr. Delaney participated in the 
battles of Vicksburg and Charleston (W. Va.), be­
sides taking part in numberless skirmishes. He 
received a wound in the left arm while on picket 
duty near Ripley, W. Va., in September, [862 , He 
was again wounded at Vicksburg, May 18, 1863, re­
ceiving a charge of buckshot in the left ankle, which 
is stilI where the rebels planted it. The regiment 
\'eteranized at Cleveland, Tenn., and was mustered 
out of service Aug. 1 1,1865, at Little Rock, Ark. 

On receiving his discharge he returned to Fulton 
Co., Ohio, and soon afterward came to Gratiot Co" 
Mich., and resided two years in the village of St. 
Louis. In 1867 he filed a homestead claim of 80 
acres of land in Coldwater Township, to which he 
ItInoved with his family the year following. He has 
()laced 3S acres under improvements. He is a Re-

publican in political sentiments and has held the 
office of School Director. 

He married Oct. 2, 1864, Viola A., daughter of 
William F. and Lozina (Decker) Baker. She was 
born July 23, 1843. Her father died Oct. 30, 1876, 
and is buried on Mr. Delaney's farm. The mother 
is living with her daughter. Two children of Mr. 
and Mrs. Delaney are living: Edward, born Aug. 
7, 1880, and Edna Alba, horn April 9, 1883. William 
B. was born May I, 1876, and died the same day. 
Viola Edwina was born July 19, 1877, and died on 
the day of her birth. 

The farm of Mr. Delaney contains a boiling spring, 
which is the object of much curiosity, and around 
which cluster strange Indian and other traditions. 
It is an object of great veneration among the red 
men, who believe it the ancient burial place of their 
chiefs; and several individuals claim that in its im­
mediate vicinity a large sum of money was buried 
during the second war with great Britain. The issue 
of water averages 500 gallons per minute. Mr. De­
laney's place was the first that was homesteaded 
north of the Indian reserve. Copper has been found 
in the springs on the farm, and will some day proVP. 
a source of profit. 

,orneliu8 Wolfgang, farmer, section 12, 
Fremont Township, is a son of Samuel 
and Mary (Baker) Wolfgang, natives of 

York Co., Pa. The fonner, a weaver b v c a_ 
tion, moved to Ohio in 1834, locating in 
Champaign County; five years afterward he 

moved to Clark County, that State; in 1854 he 
moved to De Kalb Co., Ind., and finally to Goshen, 
Elkhart County, where he died, in September, 1882. 
His wife had died in 1855, in De Kalb Co., Ind. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Champaign 
Co., Ohio. May 24, 1834; his parents being in very 
straitened circumstances, he was .placed out at the 
tender age of six years to be brought up by other 
people; consequently he was kept at hard work. 
From the time he became of age until he was mar­
ried he was engaged in various pursuits in Indiana. 
In 1861 he married Miss Caroline Hood, who was 
born Dec. 24, 1834, in Stark Co., Ohio. Her parents, 
John and Susan (Hartman) Hood, were natives of 
Pennsylvania, the former a shoemaker by trade. In 

11:: = = @ 
= = 



i~~~-~ 6)17~~nn®nn~.~ >v--o--~~::-----~~~ 

1
8 ISABELLA COUNTY. 

~:3' th,y "ukd in St"k Co., Ohio. and af"'w:~·~c~Ont",io. M."h '3, ,846. Sh, li,O<! in h .. 
in De Kalb Co., Ind, where they died about the county until she attained the age of ten years 

@'~year 1856. sh\.: accom panied her parents to Ionia Coun~y 
iT Mr. Wolfgang came to this county in IHu r, settling State, where sh e lived assisting in the labors or 

upon 148 ac res where he now resides, and where he household and attending the common schools 
has 100 acres well improved, a large barn, comforta- the d ate of her marriage. 
ble residence, etc. He has been Treasnrer of his Shortly after marriage Mr. Kellogg moved on 
township and Constable, and has held the school part of the old homestead, and cultivated the 
offices of his district. He belongs to the Lutheran until the spring of 1879, when he came to 
Church, and in political matters he votes for the county and purchased 80 acres of land on section 
"best men." Lincoln Township. He has added 80 acres to 

The children of the family of Mr. Wolfgang are: original purchase and of the IUO he now has 
Frank, born Nov. X, 1858; John, Jan. 2U, I8ul; acres in a good state of cultivation. He is 
Seright, Jail. 10,18°3, di ed in IX6S; Susan, Jilile 26, as one of the progre~sive farmers of the county, 
18uS; and Eddie S., Dec. 2, 1867. The fir . .;t two has met with signal success in his vocation. 
were horn in De Kall> Co., Ind., and the last two in he erected a large stock and grain barn on his 
this county. which cost him $1,000. 

,arding Kellogg, farmer, section 30, Lincoln 
...... Township, Was born in St. Lawrence Co., 

. N. Y., May 17, 184U. The parents of 
Harding were Shive rick and Maria (Clark) 
Kellogg, natives of Vermont and New Hamp-
shire, of English descent and of New England 

parentage. The father followed the occupation of a 
carder and cloth·dresser in his native State, and re­
moved to Ionia Co., this State, in 1849, and there fol­
lowed the occupation of farming. He was one 
among the first to settle in Ionia County. While on 
a visit to the home of our subject in this county, hili 
father died, the date bei ng Nov. 14, 188 I. His 
mother died April IS, 1884, aged 63 years. 

When three years of age, the subject of our bio­
graphical notice was brought to Ionia County by his 
parents and Ii ved there until he attained the age of 
manhood. He was the oldest of the children of his 
parent's family and grew up among the pioneer set­
tlers of Ionia County. He assisted his father on the 
farm and attended the common and village schools 

l
unlil he attained his majority, when he engaged to 
him at a stateu salary to work on the farm. 

~
~ Mr. Kellogg was united in marriage June 21,1867, 
,- with Miss Eliza, daughter of Thomas and Ellen 

(Horshurgh) Conner, natives of Canada and Scot­
land respectively and of English anu Scotch extra(:­
tion. Eliza was born in Brant Township, Brant Co., 

Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg are the parents of four 
dren, one of whom is deceased. The living 
Chester A., born Nov. 26, 1872; Lea, June I, 
and Neal, May ZI, 1876. Politically, Mr. ·K. 
Republican. He has held the various offices of 
school district, and at the present time is 
I nspector of the same. 

~,?'?r ~' . 

~i lexander Cameron, farmer, section 17, 

2Jli~" '" bella Township, was born in 
:BI~l.§J Co., Ont., Oct. JO, J829. He was reared 
>'J' 't, .. ,!> the farm and Ii ved under the parental 

I "~ assisting in the m l intenance of the family 

attendi ng the common schools until he arrived 
manhood's age. 

The parents of ollr subject were of Scotch 
Welsh extraction, and the father followed the 
pation of farmer in Canada, and there died, at 
age of 75 years. The mother is still living, in 
Stale of Iowa. 

On arriving at the age of manhood, Sept. i9, 
Mr. Cameron was united in marriage, in his 
county, with Miss Sarah Ward, a native of the 
county in which our subject was born, and where 
was horn, March 8, 1833. She lived with her 
ent~ until her marriage, assisting her mother in 
household labors and receiving the advantages 

--~ o "~~ul1,JiDt.un~~-~~ _ y ~~. U \~} ~ ~ 
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After his marriage Mr. Cameron at once entereu William W. Johns.:>n included a daughter.. . . 

h O
ccupation he had followed all his life, and sons, three of the latter being now dead. 

onte . . . ' I " T . d that vocatIOn III IllS natIve county, cu tl- the eIghth child and seventh son. 
continue 

. 00 acres of land, until the year 1872, when He lived at home until 18, receiving a common- 0 
yatlng I , 

nt to Lambton Co., Can., and there farmed school education. At that age he came to Michigan, 
be we 

res for six years. He then sold out and came locating first at Dundee, Monroe County, and en gag-
200 aC .' 
to this couuty. On hIS amval he purchased 160 ing in agriculture. He was soon after married. 

of land on 5ections 8 and 17, and begal' the After four yc!ars he removed to Barry County, where 
acres' . 
taSk ofimproving it. He believed the ~ounty was he fanned for seven years. In June, IRSS, he c~uile 

to develop into a wealthy commul1lty anu he to Isabella anti located on section 22, Coe Township. \., __ 
lure . ... u .. 
threw all his energy wto the clearIng and lInprovwg He was one of the first 12 settlers of the county, and 
of his land, determined. to establish a permanent the seventh settler in Coe. This was three years be-
home for himself and famIly. He at present has 85 fore Isauella County was organized. The first house 
acres of his original purchase under a good state of he constructed did not contain a sawed board, was 
cultivation; has erected a large stock and grain barn, covered witl. elm bark, and had a puncheon floor. 
at a considerable expense, the same being 36 x 66 The house was raised by all the neighbors within sev-
feet in size, and has other comfortable and necessary eral mil es, and the dinner for the occasion was brought 
buildinjl,s. them in a basket a distance of eight miles. All their 

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron are the parents of 12 supplies were purchased at high prices in St. Louis. 
children, one of whom is deceased. The living are: Aug. 2 I, 1861, he enlisted in Co. C, Eighth Mich. 
Samuel T., Calvin W. (married), Margaret (married), Vol. Inf., and was assigned to the Army of the Car-
Catharine E., Alexander, Sarah J. (married), Jessie, olinas. After serving nine months he was taken sick 
Mary E., Athelinda, William, Elizabeth and Albert. and confined to the hospital for three months. He 
John E., born May 15,1860, died March 25,1881. was discharged for disability, Sept. 18, 1862. Re-

The husband is a member of the Presbyterian turning home, he located in Union Township, in 
Church, of which he is Elder. Politically he is a January following. Here he had once more to live 
Republican. the life of a pioneer. He cut a road a mile and a 

Q. A. Johnson, farmer on section 30, 
Union Township, was born iu Vienn a, 
Oneida Co., N. Y., Feb. 3, 1826, and is a 

son of William W. and Nancy (Whittaker) 
Johnson The parents were horn in Williams­
town Township, Berkshire Co., Mass., and 

their marriage and the births of their first three chil­
dren occurred in that township. They were of old 
New England stock, and descended from the Eatons, 
a family well known in Connecticut and the rest of 
New England. The father died in Oneida Co., N. 
Y., May 27, 1830, aged 44 years, six months. The 
IIlOther died at Grand Rapids, this State, Nov. 27, 
1881, at the age of 93 years and five months. She 
Was of a very long-li\'ed family . AmonI-( the instan­
: of longevity that might he mentionl!u are thesl!: 

r father lived to be 98, a brother 96, four sisters 

half to reach his farm. The cabin in which he first 
lived still stands as a reminder of first things. He 
was the first settler on his section. Of his 16o acres, 
65 are improved. He has a very fine fruit orchard, 
four acres in extent, and his fruit always takes the 
lead in county fai rs. 

Politically, Mr. J. is a staunch ~eptJblican. He 
was elected Sheriff in 1863, and held the office two 
years. In 1876 he was elected Probate Judge, 
which position he filled four years. He has also held 
the minor offices of his township. 

He was marriec;l. Feb. 17, 1844, in Monroe Co., 
Mich ., to Miss Margaret Sutherland, daughter of Eli 
and Thankful (Russell) Sutherland, natives of Orange 
and Westchester Cos., N. Y., and of English-Scotch 
and German-Irish ancestry. The mother died in 
Lenawee Co., Mich., in 188T. The father is living 
in that county, at the age of 85. He has lost the 
sight of one eye. Mrs. Johnson was born in Hector, 
Rensselaer Co., N. Y., Feb. 20, 1825, and came with 
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~ her parents to Monroe County, this State, wht:n 17 uesire was to hemml:! prufi<.:ient in teaching 

ISABELLA COUNTY. 

y\:!ars old. T e n children have been born to Mr. and prior to his majority he had so closely confined' 
:.t. Mrs. J., two of whom are not living. The record is self to study that on reaching that age he 
f as follows: Mary A., born Nov. 2, 1844; Louisa A., thoroughly competent to enter on the practice of 
() March 24,1846; Warren J., Nov. 6, 1849; De Witt profession. He continued to follow that fora 

S., March o3, 1852; Jared R., Sept. IS, 1854: Harty of 20 years, and was the recipient of many 
J., Jan. 29, 1858; Elma E., Aug. 13, 1863; and ums for his ability and system of teaching. 
Minnie E., Sept. 17, 1865. The deceased were Wel- Feb. 8, 1866, Mr. Lyons was united in 
come, born Feb. IS, 1848, and died Oct. 18, 1851; with Miss Manilla White, who was born 
and Lucy T., born Jan. 20,1860, and died July 21, d~3s, in Guernsey Co., Ohio. She was a uaUllllw 

1861. Thnse living are all married and residents of of John and Hanllah (Guthrie) White, natives of 
this county. One son is interested in saw-mills, one Key-stone State, where her father was born in 
is a merchant and five are farmers . and hl:!r mother in 1803. Her father was an 

We take great pleasme in prl:!senting the portrait turist by vocation anci died in May, 1874. 
of Mr. Johnson in this ALllUM, upon a page in pro x- mother is yet living, andresides in Muskingum 
imity to this sketch . oOhio. 

:r~~~o~ ohn P . ]~yons, farmer, residing on section 
~ .V~ II~ 10, Fremont Township, is a son of James 
~ ~rG¥~ and Mary J. (Little) Lyons, natives of the 
~ "\ Emerald Isle, where the father was born May 
: " ° 16,179[, and the mother Ocl. 27, 1798. The 

latter came to this country in 1816 and the 
father in 1817, both landing in New York city . 
They were united in marriage in Pittsburg, Pa., 
March 16, 1819. Soon after their marriage they 
moved to Rocky Fort, Licking Co., Ohio, and located 
on a farm, where, Nov. 6, 1867, the father died. 
The mother is still living on the old homestead, at 
the venerable age of 86 years, and is yet hale and 
hearty. The father and mother were the parents of 
eight children, six boys and two girls. Two of the 
brothers are deceased. William, the oldest, lives near 
Dunlap, in Monona Co., Iowa. James lives on the 
old homestead, with his mother, in Licking Co., Oh.io. 
Samuel was killed while walking on the railroad 
track. Isabella lives in Perry Co., Ohio. Sarah 
lives in Licking County. Andrew J. lives in Rooks 
Co., Kan. David M. died on the old homestead; 
and John P., our subject, resides on section 10, Fre­
mont Township, this county. 

Mr. Lyons, the subject of this biographic;al notice, 
was born March 18, 1833, in Licking Co., Ohio. He 
remained at home assisting in the maintenance of 
the family and attending the comlllon schools of his 
district until he attained the age of 21 years. His 

~~A ~-,,~, ~ __ ~, 
~31' ~~'r,&"I!>- ~ 

Mr. Lyons came from Ohio to this State, Oct 
1881, and lo<.:ated on 160 acres of land on section 
Fremont Township. He at once settled on his 
and began its improvement, determining to 
his permanent home, and at present has a 
portion of the same in a fine state of "U1U'r.~_ 
anu substantial buildings erected thereon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyons are the parents of four 
uren : James W., born Oct. 1,1868; Wm. H., 
Jan. 6, 1873; John C., born April 30, 1874, 
Junietta M., born Jan. 10, 1876. Politically, 
Lyons is a Democrat, and is at present Justice of 
Peace of his township. Socially, he and wife 
members of the Presbyterian Church, of which 
has been a Ruling Elder for 12 years. He is 
School Inspector, and occupies a prominent and 
spected position in his township. 

II VI - \les Schofield, farmer, section 26, 

]
~ I '~ J , Township, was born March 16, 1844. 
~ Illtiit~ '~ is the son of James and Mary 

~
,o" . o 

.~:'\,\ Schofidd. His parents were natives 
'0 ;' England and t.:ame to Amerca in 1840. 

father died in Nashville, Tenn., the mother 
sides with her son. 

M r. Schofield remained with his parents until 
was 23 years of age, obtaining his education 
working with his father as a stone mason. In 
he came to Isabella County and settled upon 
farlll on which he has since resided. The 
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~ . =-:- mparatively unbroken stat(! of nature and 
.... m aco ,. 

Ii rmanent settlers were located. 1 he fam-
but eW pe . 

( F dyce Leonard had been residents for about 
ily 0 or . 

ntlls 'lnd Mrs. Schofield was the first white 
three mo , ' . 

they had seen. The settlers were obliged to 
oOlan I' d . I Mt Pleasant for all supp les, an It was t le 

fJ to . " 1 d' I d 
t postoffice Salt River, 30 ml es. Istant, HI 

neares ' .. 
Iy grist.mill in thiS sectwn, and consequently 

the on . ' ; 
tbe staff of life was sometlllles difficult to secure. At 

one time, during th~ seco~d autumn after Mr. .Scho­
kid's setl\cment, hiS .fanlll y were two week.s without 
b ad and for sometlme suuseq uent to their hC<lli ng 

t:Cir 'neighbors were two miles away. '~he hOI~le­
Itead includes 80 acres, 40 acres of which are I1n· 

proved. I' . I" I ffil· 
Mr. Schofield is a Repub Ican 111 po ltlca a la-

OOn and has been Justice of the Peace and Town­

ship Treasurer three years; has also served ~eve~al 
Jean in the various school o.ffice s.. He ar.~ 11Is Wife 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

He was married Sept. 6, 1867, to Mary Ann, 
daughter of Charles C. and Fannie D. (Martin) 
Thompson, and was born July 28, 1847, in Tyl (!r 
Co., W. Va. Six children have been born to Mr. and 
Mn. Schofield, five of whom are living: Sarah F., 
born July 29, 1868; Ida V., born Sept. [8,1869; 
Orlando G, born Feb. 20, 187 I; Ira 0., born Nov. 

9t 1874; Rupert R., born May 9, 1877 . James 
Everett, born Nov. 27,1872, died Aug. 29,1873, 

E. Fraser. farmer, section 22, Isa­
belJa Township, was born in Northumber­
land Co., Ont., Feb. 28, 1850' He was 

reared on a farm in his nati ve county, and at 
the age of [5 years began working in the lum-
ber woods of ',he same r:ounty. He continued 

th~tvocation until the year 1872, when he came to 
thiS State and located in Midland County. There 

be Was variously occupied for one year and then 

came to this county; and in July, 1873, he purchased 

;' acres. of unimprov~d land on section 22, Isabella 
ownshlp, where he IS at present residing. 

Wben Mr. Fraser first came to that townshiJ) but 
few Co T ' ami les were there, and the hand of improve. 
-.ent Was hardly visible, and he may be said to have 
PUlled almost the entire period of pioneer life in Isa-

bella Township. He engaged in the lumber woods 
until 1878, when he entered on the occ upation he 
had followed in boyhood, farming. He has added 
40 acres, by purchase, to his original tract of land, 
and of his present la nded possessions he has 65 acres 
under a high degree of cultivation, with comfortable 
and commodious frame buildings erected thereon. 

fie was united in marriage, Jan . 23, 1882, at Mt. 
Pleasant, with Miss Hannah M . Stoyle, a native of 

Hastings Co., Ont., where she was born Jan. 20, 
1850. She renJoved to Toledo, Ohio, in [868, and 
at that l,lace she livet:luntil I88r, when she came to 
Mt. Pleasant, and there lived until her marriage. 

The husband and wife are parents of one child, 
G eorge H., born Nov. 21, 1882. Mrs. Fraser is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. F. is a 
member of the Ordrr of Orangemen of Seymour 
Township, Northumberland Co., Ont., and in politics 
is a Republican . 

"'~J<~ 

~' . <-1~osePh F . Gachter, farmer, section 22, Not· , It. tawa Tow~ship, is a son of Joseph F. Gach­
f ',,1 ter, a native of France. Joseph F., Sr., 

~'. emigrated to the United States in 1837, and 

l four years later, in 184[, returned to his native 
land for his family. He returned with them 

the same year and landed at Ca~tle Garden, New 
Yurk city, Aug. 10, of that year. He afterward, in 
September of the same year, removed to and settled 
in Stark Co., Ohio, IVhere his father and mother died, 

the former in March, 1881, and latter May 24.1845 . 
Joseph F., J r., the subject of our biography, was 

born in St. Germain, Canton de Fontaine, Depart­
men t of the Upper Rhine, France, Feb. 28, r830' 

A year after the death of his mother, in March, 
1846, Mr. Gachter left Stark County and went to 
Wheeling, Va., where he was variously occupied for 
some 18 months, and then removed to Cincinnati, in 
which place he remained about three months. His 

next move was to New Orleans, where he occupied 
hi s time in boating on the Mississippi and its tribu­

taries for two years. 
1\s the electric wires flashed from State to State 

the terrible news of the bDmbardment of Sumter and 
war known to be inevitable, the heart of Mr. GaclHer 
beat in unison with the "cause of justice," and he 
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left the South and went to Pittsburg to join the North- Kansas. He bought J 20 acres of wild I 
-ern Army. which he has since improved 28 acres Oancl, ' . n 

He enlisted in Co. A, 155th Pa. Vol. Inf., in July, farm he has resided from Dec. 14, 1881, to the 
1862, participated in the battle of Antietam, after ent time. Previously he was on a rented { 

arID 
which he was detailed as a member of the medical five years _ 
corps. He ruptured himself a t the battle of Antietam With respect to national policy, Mr. G. acts 
and was discharged. He also participated in the bat- the Republican party. 
ties of Fredericksburg and South Mountain. previous Aug. 24, 1873, Mr. Gulick was married to 
to his discharge. . Susan M., daughter of Henry and Ann 

Mr. Gat;hter was united in marriage, Sept. 2,1862, Bates. They now have three children, viz.: 
to Miss Margaret Ann Gerstner. Her parents were May, born Feb. 10, 1877; Gertie Mabel, Oct. 
natives of Bavaria, Germany. Her mother died 1879; and Dessie Dean, March 20, 188~ . . 
during the voyage to the United States, and was Bates had 12 children, and he died Sept. 14t 
buried in the waters of the deep; her father is still In Mr. Henry Gulick's family were II children. 
living. 

Mr. and Mrs. GadHer have been blessed with 
eight children, namely: Joseph G., horn March r 2, 
1864, at Columbia, Lancaster Co., Pa.; Frank, April 
25, 1866, at St. John's, Mich .; Catherine, Oct. 22, 
1868. at St. John's; Emma, May 26, 187 r, in Bing­
ham Township, Clinton Co., this State; Wm. H., 
April 25, 1874, in Bingham; Robert, i\pril 4, 1878, 
in Bingham; Edward, Aug .. (, 1880, in Bingham; 
and Margaret \nn, March 4, 1883, in Nottawa Town­
ship, this county. 

Mr. Gachter came to this coullty Jun e IS . 1882, 
with his family and purchased a farm of 80 acres in 
Nottawa Township, 24 of which he has in a good 
state of cultivation~ 

Politically, Mr. G. is an 3.dherent to and supporte r 
of the principles and doctrines of the RepUblican 
party, and has been honored by numerous offices of 
trust and responsibility. among which were Drain 
Commissioner, School Inspector and Director (irl 
Clinton County), and is now acting Supervisor of 
Nottawa Township, this county. 

IS!!, ~I N . Gulick, farmer, section 36, Deerfield, 

~
p Township, is a son of Henry and Ann 

;, (Dean) Gulick, natives of New Jersey, and 
both still living, in Union Tow.nShiP, this coullty. 

The sul)jed of this sketch was born Oct. 22, 
_. 1848, in Wyandot Co., Ohio; lived in Seneca 

Co., Ohio, eight years; in Ionia Co., Mich., three 
years; then, in October, 1859, he came to this county, 
where he has since lived, except one summer in 

eorge W. Brown, famier, section 4. 
water Township, was born Aug. 23, I 

~ in Morgan Co., Ohio. His patents, 
and Mary (Spillman) Brown. were natives 
Virginia, and his father was for many years 
pensioner of the Revolutionary War. On 

death, when the son was about six years old, 
pension reverted to the mother, who continued 
recipient of its benefits until her death in the 
tllmn of [868. She lacked three days of being 
years old. 

M r. Brown was the second child, in order of 
of five children born to his parents; and a year 
hi s father's death he went to live with a man 
Joseph McD~nald, with whom he was engaged 
he was 25 years old. On reaching his majority 
rented land of Mr. McDonald, which he worked 
shares. He conti n ued to pursue farming on the 
of hi s foster-father several years, when he removed 
another farm five miles distant, which he rented 
tIlt' outbreak of the Sollthern rebellion, when he 
listed. 

1861 , and was n'ustered out Sept. 17, 1864, on 
expiration of his term of enlistn.ent. He 
to Co. A, 31st Ohio Vol. Inf., his regiment being 
signed \0 the First Brigade, Third Division and 
Corps of the Army of the Cumberland. The 
engagement of any importance in which Mr. 
participated was at Mill Spring, Ky., and :tftenral. 

at Stone River, Mission Ridge and at Lookout 
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• ed a flesh WOL:nd in the ri ght arm in • He recelV . . . 
III"' t t MissIOn RIdge, and also receIved 

gagemen a ., 
tile en t scratch in his side. At the battle r ht bayone . 
all' . ga his haversack, canteen and knap-
J Chlckamau , . ' . ' . 
III h t way and he receIved InJunes which .ere s 0 a , . ., 

d I · to the hospital at Nashvt1le, I enn., igne lin! 
COlIS aincd until he was musterea out of ser-

bere he rem , 
~ H ceived his di scharge at Atl anta, Ga. , and 
ytCe. e re . . 

eel t his family in Athens Co., OhIo. , 
aetUrn 0 . d 

r Inonths he was vanously employed, an 
~a~ ' . 
the 8th of March, 18{>s, he call1.e to Barry Co., 

h d bought 40 acres of ul1ll11proved land, 
JIic: ., an . h I II 

• h h sold in the spring of 1871, and In te a .hlc e . 
h me year he entered a homestead claIm of He) 

. tesa . ' I . .ues of land in this township, whIch he las slll ce 
. d and has cleared 40 acres. He has deeded oc:cuple , . 

acres of land to hIS son. 
40 He was married in 185 I, to E sther Jane, da ughter 
• Empson and Mary (Latta) Powe~1. Mrs. Bro,:n 
was born Dec. 4, 1828, in Columbl~na Co. , OhiO. 
Her parents died in Athens County, 111 the Buckeye 
State. They had four sons and four daughte r~ , all 
• • hom lived to mature life. Five of six children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Brown are now livin g: Nancy 
A. was born Nov. 18,1 853; Ma ry M., Sept. 24,1855; 
Impson C., Feb. 12, , 66 r; Minerva J., Od. 5, [863, 
.tied Dec. 8, 1881. All these were IJom in Athens 
Co., Ohio, except Minerva, who was hum ill F ranklin 
County, that State. Jerdeena was born Nov. 8, [865, 

Barry Co., Mich. J ames Will iam was born Aug. 
1867. The parents are members of the Dis­

ciples' Church. Mr. Brown is a Re pUblican in po li t­
icIl connections. 

tepben P. Murtha, farm er on section 8, Coe 
Township, was born in Portl and, Ioni a 
County, Aug. 6, 1846, and is the son of 

Patrick and Ann (Hoy) Murth a, natives ofIre­
land. The parents were married in thi s coun­
try, having crossed the waters when q uite 

and settled in St. Lawrence Co. , N. Y. They 
:-"~."~'r..llived 12 years in Ionia Co., Mich., fa rmin g, 

In February, 1855, the family came to Coe Town­
this county, where they died, she Nov. '3, 1875, 

he March 30, 1878. 

The subject of this notice received a rudimentary 

education in the common schools, and remained with 
his parents until their death . He now resides on 
a homestead, and owns 8 0 acres, So of which are 
under intelligent c ultivation . 

H e was married in Coe Township, Dec. ,), 1877, 
to Catherine, daughter of H enry and Catherin e (Wol­
baugh) Gruher, natives of Pennsylvania, who came 
to thi s county in the spring of [877. Mr. and Mrs. 
M . have had three children, on e of whom died in in­
fancy. The surviving are Nelli e and Sarah M . 

Mr M . is a member of the 1. O. O. F ., and is po­
liti cally a warm supporter of Democratic principles. 

~~j~~ -.- ..... ~~~.~--

1 ason B. Dibble, farmer, section 24, Notta-
; _ """ / wa T ownshi p, and one of the leading and 
/ I~ ' . '\ representative citizens ofthe county, is a 
~\ ,:;.. son of Asel B. and Judith (nee Tower) Dib-

ble, natives of the State of Connecticut. Th ey 
moved at an early date to New York, in which 

Slate the mother di ed in r8s 8. The father is stillliv­
ing, at the advanced a~e of 85 years, in Parma, Mon­
roe Co., N. Y. 

Mr. Dibble, Jr., the subject of this biogra phy, was 
born in Maryland Township, Otsego Co., N. Y., 12 

miles from Cooperstown. His father moved from 
that place when ollr subject was only fiVf! years of 
age and se ttled in Catta raugus County, a nd iived at 
.Frcedom, that county, until 1865 . In December of 
.that yca r, he moved to thi s State and settled at Muir. 
Ioni a County , to which place he brought hi s family 
in the foll owing year. He lived at Muir six years, 
and while residing there was extensively engaged in 
lumbering, and, in compan y with Messrs. Fox & Arm­
strong, purchased 2,3 16 acres of pine lands. His 
next move was to W hite Co., T enn ., near Sparta, 
where he purchased 513 acres of land within six 
miles of that place. His intention was to make a 
home on thi s land, but he became dissatisfi ed with 
that coun try and remained there only a few months, 
and then removed to Elkhart Co., Ind., and purchas.­
ed a farm of 140 acres . H e lived on this farm for 
about I [ months, then came to this county and pur­
chased a la rge fa rm, and is now the owner of about 
, ,000 acres. 

The subject of our sketch, Mr. Dibble, moved on 
hi s father's farm April 30, 1875, and has improved 
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350 acres. He has four barns on the place 
and a good commodious residence. 

Mr. D. was united in marriage, Feb. 15, 1846, in 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., with Miss Mary H ., daugh­
ter of W. G. and Eleanor (nee Childs) Fisk, who was 
born Aug. 8, 1826, in Walworth, Wayne Co., N. Y. 
Her father and mother were both nati ves of Vermont, 
and both died in Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., in 185 I. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. have one daughter,-Elizabeth 
Ann, born June 26, 185 I. She is now the wife of 
John A. Bamborough, living near Mt. Pleasant. They 
have three children; the oldest died in infancy and 
the remaining two are Mason A., born June 22,1874, 
and Thomas, born Aug. 23, [87 6. 

Mr. Dibble was formerly a member of the Close­
Communion Baptist, and Mrs. D. of the Free-Will 
Baptist, Church. He is politically an ardent Repub­
lican, and, though not an office-seeker, has held va­
rious local positions of trust. We are pleased to place 
the portrait of Mr. Dibble in this ALBUM, which will 
preserve permanently th ~ features of a worthy and 
representative citizen. 

~~-----~-----. 

eorge A. Ruse, fanner on section 32, Coe 
Township, is a son of Aaron and Elizabeth 

,; (Shedenhelm) Ruse, natives of Ohio and 
Maryland. The parents first settled in Seneca 
Co., Ohio, where the father died, in December, 
1864. The mother came to Michigan, and 

three years later. returned to .Seneca County, where 
she died, in August, 1876. Their family consisted 
of three sons and three daughters, George being the 
youngest of the six. 

He was born in Seneca Co., Ohio, June 22, 1845, 
and received a common English education. He 
hired out by the month at the age of 12, and alter­
nated that with attending school until 18 years old. 
Adopting the vocation of agriculture, he came, in 
February, 1869, to this county and bought 40 acres. 
on section 33, Coe Township. Selling this, he re­
turned to Seneca Co., Ohio, and bought 80 acres, 
which he worked for five years. He sold out once 
more, and came again to Isabella, buying 80 acres 
on section 32, Coe, where he now resides. He has 
55 acres under cultivation. 

He was first married in the county of his nativity, 

----~ 

to Martha, daughter of Samuel and Mary Kin 
was also a native of Seneca County. They h!d 
child, which died ab(lut five months old. M 
dying, he was again married, in Seneca Coun~ 
Eliza, daughter of John and Mllrgaret (Miller) , 
and widow of John Woodmansee, who died No v. 
1868. She had by the first marriage three cnlllQl~ 
-William L., Cora B. and Margaret C., the first 
whom died in infancy. To Mr. and Mrs. Ruse 
been born three children,-John A., Letta M. 
Irena F. John A. died when two years old. 

Politically, Mr. R. is a RepUblican. He and 
are members of the United Brethren Church. 

~esse H. Wood, farmer, sectioll 34, 
":'0 Township, was born Dec. 12, 1838, 

Greene Co., Pa., and is the son of 

and Hannah (Hartley) Wood. His 
Loth died in Isabella County. Mr. Wood 
mained under the home roof until he wu 

age, when he was married, and rented a farm in 
nati VI.: county, on which he lived five years. 
February, 1864, he enlisted in the First W. 
Cavalry, and remained in the service until the 
of the war, receiving his discharge in the latter 
of July, 1865. At the first engagement in which 
was under fire, he was under Gen. Averill, 
Winchester, in the Valley of the Shenandoah. 
was also at the famous battle of Winchester. 
command was attached to the corps of Gen. 
and later of Gen. Sheridan, and in the spring of 
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac, where 
regiment was in action at Five Forks, and was 
ent at the surrender of Gen. Lee. 

His marriage to Martha J., daughter of David 
Sarah (Boler) Leonard, took place Aug. 25. 
Mrs. Wood was born July 26,1842, and the five 
and two daughters she has borne are all living. 
were born in the following order: Thomas T., 
17, 1860; Hiram L., Oct. 29, 1863; William W •• 
17,1867; Hannah L., Oct. 7, 1869; James 
July 21, 1872: Henry H., Sept. 13. 1875; 
Effie, Dec. 24, 188 I. 

Mr. Wood is one of the earliest setden of 
his township in which he resides, locating upon 

at the same time with Rufus F. Glasl, 
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--- ~ d Asa Leonard. He has served one term 
Philhps an ., h' ('I k . nd seven terms as Iowns Ip , er . S pervlsor a . . 
II u. h 2 years in which he has been resIdent Dunng tel ., . 

gaged in the dulles pertal11lJ1g to the 
h bas been en 
e I I offices Mr. and Mrs. Wood are uoth rious sc 100 . 

•• be of the Disciples 'Church. .-em rs 

.. harles E . Coon, farmer on section 12, Coe 
Township, is a son of Simeon B. 'and Clar­

issa (Sanford) Coon, the fonner a native of 
Lodi, Dutchess Co.,-N. Y., and the latter of 
Wayne, Steuben Co., N. Y. Th~ parents lived 
in the last mentioned place untll 1844, when 

they came to Portland, Ionia .county, this State. 

n re were at that date few wlllte settlers, and the e . . 
numerous Indians roamed freely through their natIve 
forests. He died in that place Dec. 19, 1862, and 
she followed him Aug. 2, 1873. Their family includ-

born. Eight children have been added to the house­
hold, five of whom survive: Clarissa S., Charles A., 
James E., Frank and Annis F. Frederick B., Lucy 
J . and Haryey L. died in infancy. 

Mrs. C. is a member of the Baptist Church, while 
he inclines to the U niver5alist faith. In politics he 
has been a Republican, but now adheres to the tenets 
of the National party. He is a free-trader. 

Mr. C. visited New York in June, 1878, and pur­
chased (he well known stallion "Bashaw, Junior" 
(sired by Greene's "Bashaw"), w~ich has had a fa­
muus record. He once trotted a mile in 2:32, after 
trotting ten heats. He was at one tilLle purchased by 
Miss L A. Gould (127 W. 4TSt Street, New York 
city), for $9,000. He is now in Aberdeen, Dak., in the 
possession of Levi Reid. He is the sire of some 
very fine horses in this county. 

ed four sons and three daughters, the following six of ',ugh Graham, farmer, section '5, Isabella 
whom grew to be adults: Charles E., Mary A., Annis, ", Township, is a native of Canada, where, in ~ 
Catherine, Simeon and Fred. Peel Co., Ont., he was born March 15, ..".~ 

The subJ' eet of this sketch, the eldest of the famil y, 1844. The father of Mr. Graham died when ~ 
was born in Wayne, Steuben Co., N. Y., Nov. 4, 1834, he, the son, was nine years old, and he lived ~ 
and was ten years old when his parents came to Ionia with his mother, attending the common schools 
County, this State. During his boyhood he had and aiding in her support, until he attained the age 
lDany interesting experiences with the Chippewa In- of 22 years. On arriving at this age he went to 
dians. At one time an Indian offered him 16 silver York Co., Can., and worked in the machine shop of 
dollars for one pint of whisky, which young Coon de- M r. John Abel, located at Woodbridge. He con-
dined to accept. He received the dements of an tin lied in that vocation for four years and then re-
English education at the common schools of his turned to Peel County. After remaining in that • 
neighborhood, and assisted his father on the farm as county for a short period he came to this county and 
be grew to man's estate, until he was 27 years old. purchased 60 acres of wild land, on section T 5, Isa-
He then bought a 40-acre farm in Sebewa, Ionia bella Township. This was in the fall of J 87 4, and 
County, which he worked, in connection with other the hand of improvement was hardly visible in the 
punuits for three years. Disposing of his Ionia Coun- portion of the township in which he located. But I I 

lJ interests, he came, in April, 1865, to Isabella acres on his place had been chopped. He nevertheless 
County and bought 200 acres of wild land in Coe had faith in the future development of the county, 
Township, on which he built a house and barn and and with a firm determination to establish a perma-
lit about clearing a farm. The result shows the re- nent home for himself and family, he threw. all his 
~ of industry and intelligence. He has 125 acres energy into the laborious though pleasant task of 

• ltate of high cultivation, and progress is seen in making a home; and of his original purchase of 60 
.. ery quarter. acres, 45 acres are at the present time well im- j: 

He was married at Watertown, Clinton Co., Mich., proved; and he has erected thereon a stock and. 
Aug. 28, r863, to Temperance, daughter of Peter and grain ba rn, together wi~h ot?er nec~ssay buildings. 
Jane (Hazelton) Allen, nati,'es of New Jersey and Mr. Graham was ulllkd 111 marrtage Dec. 6, 1866, 
If .. York, in which latter State Mrs. Coon was also in York Co" Ont., to Miss Elizabeth Baldwin. She • 

~~~-__ ~~~-C:+(: nn .... nn~ .. -~ ~rn;>,..~Jn:\ k~'~:'. , ~~ " -~""'Y'Jr - -~~~ -~~~ 
• - - • • J .) (f,l " .' ... \.1 .. 
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. was born in Peel Co., Ont., Jan. G, 184G, and is of bought 280 ~c.res in ~hippewa Township, 
English extraction. When ten years of age her par- has S1I1I.:(; resIOed, havIng at present 120 acres "f' ents moved to York County, where Elizabeth was the plow. 
reared and educated in the common schools, and He was married in Schenectady Co. N Y 

(, 

where she lived until her marriage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham have been the parents of 

three children, one of whom is deceased. The Ii v­
iilg are Hugh W., born March 29, 1869; and Emily 
c., March 5, 1878. Laura, born April 30, 1870, died 
Nov. 8, 1881. The father and mother a re both 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
G., politically, is a Democrat. He has held the office 
of Township Clerk and Deputy Sheriff, and is a re­
spected and esteemed citizen of his township. 

ohn Morrison, farmer on section 20, Chi p­
pewa Township, is a son of David and 
Cynthia (Dodge) Morrison, he a native of 

New York, and she of New England. They set. 
tied in Schenectady Co., N. Y., where he died 
May 6, 1838, and he Feb. 20, 1855. Their 

family numbered eight, John being the youngest. 
He was born in Schenectady Co., N. Y., May 6, 

1833, and remai ned with his parents until of age, al­
ternately working on the farm and attending school. 
He attended both the common schools and a select 
school at Schenectady. Attaining the age of legal 
freedom, he worked out by the month from March to 
February, and returned home five days before his fa-
ther's death. The latter had a life lease of hi s farlll 
and had become badly involved by going security on 
notes, etc. John was appointed administrator of the 
estate, the duties pertaining to which office occupied 
him for a year and a half, during which time he car­
ried on the farm. He then worked out for a year, 
and in March, 1858, came to Michigan, where he 
worked one season at carpentering, in Lenawee Coun­
ty. In the fall of 1858 he rented a farm, but after 

~ pu'uing in a crop of wheat he returned to Schnecta-
i~ dy Co., N. Y., for the winter. The following spring 

,
:~ - he came with his family to Lenawee County; and af­
. ter seven years' renting he bought a farm in Seneca, 

that county. There he lived until May, 1882, when 
he left his farm in charge of his SOil, and came to this 
county, arriving on the 15th of that month. He 

~ ~-- ~-~~ 

, . -, 
20, 185G, to MissAlexina,daughterof John and 
M. (Crossfield) Young, natives of Schenectad 
Schoharie Counties. The parents settled in theY 
er county, where the father died, in July, 1883. 
mother survives. Mrs. Morrison was born in 
burg, Schenectady County, April 28, 1833, and 
mother of three children: Wall win J., born 
1858 ; Erwin D., Nov. 3°,1859; and HenryW., 
22, 1861. • 

Mr. and Mrs. M. are prominent members 0( 

Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he hu 
class-leader four years, Steward 1 ( years and 
intendent of the Sunday-school five years. 
supports the Republican party, but is a strong 
perance man and prohibitionist. He is now 
Township Clerk, Health Officer and School 
tor. 

l afayette Oathout, ("roo< on ....... 
~II~_ Chippewa, is a son of Sands and 
~ ~ " (Stewart) Oathout, natives of Chemung 
(; Madison Cos., N. Y. The father died 

1882; the mother is a resident of this 
aged 74. Their family comprised four 

four daughters, Lafayette being the youngest 
children. 

HI! was born in Genesee Co., N. Y., Oct. 21, 

and at the age of 13 came with his parents 
bella County. In the fall of 1874 he bought 40 
in Chippewa Township, where he has since 
He has added 40 acres to his first 40, and 
Go acres under cultivation. 

He was married in Chippewa Township, 
187 G, to Miss Ella, daughter of Joel and 
(Claywell) Thatcher, natives of Vermont and 
sylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Thatcher came to 
County, this State, about 1858, and six yean 
settled ill Linsoln Township, this county, 
now reside. Mrs . Oathout was born in 
COH llty, June 1,1859. She and her husband 
parents of three daughters,-Florence A., 
aud Helen J . Politically, Mr. O. is a 
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=:=- tiler has l>een a meml>er of the Presby- New Je rsey, in 183 I, and her mother in Buffalo, N. , 
)fr O. S \110 

: n Church since IR years of a~e . Y., in 11:) 34· The daughter was born Feb, I, 1853, ~ 
te~ Oathout's older brother, El1lot D., was a mem- in Sandusky Co., Ohio. ;{~; .. 

ri C K Eighth Mich. Vol. Inf., was taken a Mr. Richardson came to this county in 1870 and T 
be,r 0 °o'f w~r by Forrest's men, and sta rv ed to located on 40 acres of wild land. He has si nce in- ~ 
pnsoner . (::, 

d 'He creased his acreage to 200, a nd, disposll1 g of a lXlr-
death at An ersonVI . 

W . Richardson, of the firm of 
AJ1yn & Co., dealers in dry goods, gro­
ceries, etc., Dushville, was a son of Asa 

P. and Jane (Staples) Richardson. The fa­
thel was born in the Sta te of Vermont, April 
29, 1797 . H e followed the occupation of 

fanning and lumbering, in the State of Maine, win­
ters, and occupied his time sll mmers in exploring 
land in that State. Living there until IS5I, he 
moved to Ohio and located on a fa rm in Lorain 
County. He lived there for two years and then 
moved to Wood County, same State, where he fol­
lowed the same vocation for seven or eight years. 
In 1870 he came to this county and located, with his 
IOn, on section 19, Fremont T ownshi p. He after­
ward lived with his children until hi s death, March 
30, 1879. The mother was born in the State of 
Maine, June 25, 1806, and is yet livin ~, with her son, 
at the advanced age of 77 years. They were the 
parents of 12 children, fOIlf of whom are living in 
Ohio and eight in this State. 

Charles W., the subject of this hiographical noti ce , 
was born Dec. 3, 1845, in F ranklin Co., Maine. He 
remained under his parental care, attend ing the com­
mon schools and assisting hi s fa ther on the farm , 
until he attained the age of 18 years. On reaching 
this age in life he enlisted in Co. G, loth Ohio Vol. 
Cav. His command was under Kilpatrick and did 
pliant service for the U nion. He participated in 
all the battles in which his company was engaged, 
prominent amcng them being Ringgold and Resaca. 
The company participated in many minor engage­
ments and skirmishes and Mr. R. passed through 
them all without receiving any seriolls wounds. Hi s 
tegiment was finally discharged at Lexi ngton, N. C., 
Aug. 24, 1865, and he 'returned to I he home of his 
parents in Wood Co., Ohio. During that year he was 
united in marri age to Mi ss Eli za, daughter of Theo­
dore and Catharine Inman. Her father was born in 

tion, now owns 120 ac res, a goodly portion of which 
is in a fine state of culti vation. He has also a half 
inten:st in a store at Dushville, and a half interest 
in a branch store at Two Rivers . 

When Mr. Richardson first came to thi s county he 
was sca rcely worth $25, all told, and yet by con- \~ 
tinllal and Iahorious exertion he has secured a com- ~, 
petency, a nd arollnd hi s hearthstone content sits in 
the lap of plenty. He and his wife are the parents 
of five children, fOllr girl s and one boy, namely: 
F annie M., Mary E., Lura B., Alta M. and Orrin H . 

Mr. Richa rdson politically is a believe r in and 
5uPIXlrter of the principles of the R epublican party. 
H e has held several offices of trust in the township 
a nd school di strict in which he lives, and is a re­
spected and esteemed citizen thereof. 
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eorge H . Sanford, general farmer, sectIon ~ 
17, Lincoln Township, was horn in Portage 1~ 

~ Township, Allegany Co., N. Y ., Sept. i, 
IS32 ; was three years of agc when the family 
camc to thi s state and settled in LihertyTown-
ship, J ackson County, on a farm, in pioneer 

times. Here the subject of this sketch grew to man­
hood, as a farm er. 

April 14, 1853, he married Miss Eli zabeth R. 
Begel, who was born in Howard T ownship, Steul>en 
Co., N. Y. , Dec. 25, 1832. When she was two years 
old her people moved to Hanover Township, Jackson 
Co., Mich., where she lived until her marri age, re­
ceiving a common-school edlication, and teaching 
school from the age of 16 to 20, the time of her mar-
riage. The children of Mr. and Mrs. S. are, Clar-
ence F ., born Oct. 24, 1854; Herbert A., March 18, (> 

IS60; and F red c., June II, IS64. The eldest, a 

d eaf mllte, graduated at the Asylum for the Deaf. 
and Duml> at Flint, Mich., June 3°,1 87°. Theother : 
two are students at HiHsdale (Mich.) College, con­
templating graduation at the State University at Ann 
Arbor after completing their course at Hillsdale. .,/ 

~ 
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, A year after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Sanford 
located on a farm of 150 acres in Moscow Township, 

;,~ Hillsdale County, a farm given him I>y his father; 
T and four years afterward they rdu riled to J ackson 
i:) County, and eight years still later they moved to 

Flint, in order to give their son an education at the 
State institution there. While residing in that city, 
Mr. Sanford was engaged in in~urance, ' real estate, 
lumber and lending money. In the spring of 1870 he 
came to this county and located 400 acres of tim ber 

~ = = 
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land, on sections 16, 17 and zo, Lincoln T ownship. 
He then owned also 1,000 acres of pine In nd in other 
parts of the State. His land property at prese ... t com­
prises 440 acres at his homestead, z:';o of pine land in 
Sheridan Township, Clare Co., Mich., and 40 in an­
other part of the same county. Of his homestead, 
zoo acres are well improved. 

Mr. Sanford is a reliable and leading Democrat, 
has held the office of Townshi p Clerk one year, and 
other offices. 

In presenting Mr. Sanford's likeness on a previous 
page, we record permanently the features of a sub­
stantial farmer and a worthy citizen. 

exter F . Arnold, resident at Mt. Pleas­
ant, was born April IS, 186z, in the village 
where he · has grown to manhood. He is 

the son of Irving E. and Adelaide (Ferris) 
Arnold, and was the first child horn within the 
present limits of Mt. Pleasant. (Sec sketch of 

Irving E. Arnold .) 
Mr. Arnold secured all the advantages of the com­

mon schools of his native place, and at 17 was 
placed in the High School at Saginaw City, where he 
was a pupil 18 months. O n hi s return to his native 
place he entered the abstract office of W. N. Brown, 
becoming silent partner. He remained in that con­
nection until the spring of 188 z, when he formed a 
partnership. with Fred RusseJl in the transaction of 
insurance business. The firm sold their business 
dLllin g the foJlowing winter to Hopkins & Lyon, and 
Mr. Arnold taught school one term at Sherman City. 
He engaged in the same business the same length of 
time, in district No . .'i, in Coldwater Township, in the 
vicinity of Sherman City. His next engagement 
was in the office of Hopkins & Lyon, where he re-

mained in active duty until September 188 
. . . . I ' 3· 

present pOSitIOn IS Wltl W. I. Cutler, in his IcaLl-eu .. 

and ahstract bu.sin ess. Politically, Mr. Arnold 
Dell1ocrat. If e IS the present Clerk of the 
Mt. Pleasant , having been elected in the 
1884. 

"1: ):' ''''''~J 
",' l ansom Kyes, farmer on section 
{', . 

'" ' ,: Township, is a son of James and 
{ \r~~ -:-~ dana (Williams) Kyes (see 
\.\ Chaun cey Kyes), and was born in 

ton Co., N. Y., Oct. z7, 1827. He 
three years old when the family came to 

Peninsular State, and he lived with Ihis parents 
til I R years of nge. He received a 
English education, and was for one season 
as fireman on a lake steamer. During the two 
foJlowing, he was engaged in a hotel at Parma, 
son Co. , Mich. He rented a farm for two 
Calhoun County, at the expiration of which 
bought a smaJl farm in the same county. 
years later, he sold, and in April, 1855, he 
Isabella County and purchased 200 acres in 
T ownship. On this, his present residence, he 
with his family the following May, and his home 
been there continuously except five years, 
lived at Mt. Pleasant, as Sheriff of the county 
now owns 180 acres of land, of which ISO are 
advanced state of cultivation. 

Aug. IZ, IR49, in Jackson Co., Mich., 
united in marriage with Harriet, daughter of 
and Margaret (Gillett) Livingston, natives 
State of New York. Mr. and Mrs. 
moved to Michigan in an early day, settling in 
son County, where he died, in August, 1844-
afterwards removed to Gratiot County, and 
January, 1863. Mrs . Kyes was born in 
Co., N. Y., Oct. 14, 1827, and she and her 
have been the parents of seven children, 
whom survive,-Benj. F., Douglass L. and 
The fOllr deceased are Charles, Josephine, 
and Hattie. . 

Mr. K. was elected Sheriff of Isabella 
1866, and held the office four years. He 
been Constable and Road Commissioner, 
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~h various school offices of his district. Politi-
held te . 

II he supports the NatlOna~ part~. . cal! September, 1864, he enlisted In the loth Mich. 

nd served tin the close of the war, when h.e 
Cav., a K 'II '1' LJ 

h rably disch arged at nOXVI e, enn. J1e was ono ., , 
ht at Strawberry Plalll, 1 enn., Henry Court-

fou~ . N Cd' House and High POint, . ., an In numerous 

skirmishes. 

eorge Murtha, fanner all section 9, Cae 
Township, was born in Ionia Co., Mich., 
Jan. 20,1849, and is the son of Patrick and 

Ann (Hoy) Murtha, natives of Ireland. (See 
sketch of S. P. Murtha.) He received a com-
mon-school education, coming to this county 

with his parents when seven years old. He has re­
sided in Coe Township, and owns 40 acres ofland, 28 
of which are under culti vation. 

He was married in Chippewa Township, this 
county, July I, 1876, to Maria, daughter of Henry 
and Eliza (Wickham) Struble, natives of Cae Town­
ship. Mrs. Murtha was horn in Williams Co., Ohio, 
Nov. 14,1858, and is the mother of three children,­
Mabel N., Winnifred and Leslie. 

Politically, Mr. M. is a worker in the ranks of the 
Democratic patty. 

olamon Wolfe, fanller on sectioll 34, Chi p­
pewa Tp., is a son of Henry ar.d Susanna 
(Bigley) Wolfe, natives of Pennsylvania, 

where the father died, Feb. 27, 1862. The 
mother resides in Gratiot Co., Mich. Solomon 

was born in Clarion Co., Pa., Nov. 17, 1837,al1d 
received but little schooling. He has a good practi­
cal education, gained by observation and experience. 
He lived at home until 32 years of age, with the ex­
ception of the time spent in the army. 

He enlisted Aug. 7,1 86 1, in the Eighth Mich. Vol. · 
Inf., and served till October, 1862. He was present 
at the capture of Fort Pulaski, Seabrook Ferry and 
James Island. At the last named engagement his 
s~ull was fractured by a rifle shot, and the same day 
his left leg was broken just above the knee by a 

minie baH, which was never extracted. [n conse .. 
quence 01 these wounds he was honorably discharged. 

Returning then to Gratiot County, this State, in 
1867 he bought 8u acres in Chippewa Township, 
where he now has 35 acres improved. 

He was married in Pine River, Gratiot County, 
June 17, 1868, to Julia A., daughter of Amos and 
Matilda Johnson, natives of Nova Scotia. Mr. John­
son resides now ill Gratiot County, but Mrs. J. is de­
ceased. Mrs. Wolfe was born in Canada. To her 
and her husband seven children have been born : 
Mary E., Frederick W., Ximonia R., Foster W., Fan­
cier W., Nina R. and Martha L. 

Mr. Wolfe is a Republican, is a member of Ralph 
Ely Post, G. A. R., and belongs to the F . & A. M. 

l illiam E . Ward, of the firm of C. A. & W. ~ '~~Cll'V~r 
~ E. Ward, general merchants at Mt. Pleas­

• , .Fh . ant, was born Sept. 15,1849, in Clyde, 
:~ \~ . : r Wayne Co., N. Y. His parents, Chester A. 
. ~ .; and Caroline D. (Young) Waru, removed to 

the city of New York when he was but a boy, 
where they resided about five years. They after­
wards came, in 1858, to Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co, 
Mich., and remained until the fall of 1867. The son 
spent his boyhood years in attending school, and at 
'3 years of age began to aid his father as a clerk in 
his store, where he was thus occupied about two 
years. His next engagement was in the postoffice 
and express office, where he was employed over a 
year. He;: spent some years operating as a clerk for 
various persons, and in the fall of 1867 he went to 
St. Francis Co., Mo., as clerk in the store of a New 
York mining company, who were interested in the 
SI. Joseph lead mines in that county. He served as 
a salesman in their store about a year, when he took 
charge of a gang of men who were employed in the 
sie;:vin g department, engaged in separating the 
metal from the are. This engagement lasted about 
a year, when he returned to Burr Oak, and went 
thence soon after to Branch County, where he en­
gaged as a clerk at Coldwater. He returned a year 
later to Burr Oak and not long after proceeded to 
Cleveland, Ohio. He found employ in the dry and 
fancy goods store of Hower & Higbee of that city, 
where he operated several months. He went thence 

= = (:1-
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~ "ness for himself. His next remove was to Stanton, of 80 acres and bought 40 acres additional of 

Montcalm County, this State, where he again engaged land. Two years later, he again sold out and 

o . ~. 
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as a salesman and operated in that capacity between another overland journey to California, takin 
two and three years. He turned his attention next him his wife and three children. He bought: 
to the business of a lumber inspector and scaler, in of 320 acres of land, and, after carrying on 

"which he was occupied two years. In 1879 he went ture for five years, he again sold "out and ca 
to Blanchard, Isabella County, and associated with Hillsdale Co., Mich. He remained there abo:-
his father in the management of a grocery and pro- mont hs and came to St. John's, Clinton Co . . ., 
VISIOn store. In June, 1880, they came to Mt. HIs wife and one daughter then returned to 
Pleasant, and, in company with Christopher Chrysler, nia, while his son and himself, in May, 1870, 
opened the business in which he and his fat her are Isabella County and purchased 160 acres of 
now engaged. Mr. Chrysler terminated his connec· proved land. On this property he has since 
tion with the concern after about four months, when with the exception of the time consumed in 
the firm stylI! became C. A. & W. E. Ward. Their two trips to California, by rail. Mr. Tombs i. a 
bUl;inl!ss, though of recent establishnll.:nt, is alrl!ady pUblican in political faith and has been 
thriving and popular. Commissioner three terms, and served as 

artin A. Tombs, farmer, section 16, Cold­
/ water Township, was born Jan . 2, [828, 

'I in Genesee Co., N. Y., and is the son of 

William and Alta (Slllith) Tombs. In IX46 

the family removed to Michigan and re,ided 

four years in Hillsdale County. In 1850 they 
went to De Kalb Co., 111., and later to Kendall 
County, in that State, where the mother died, in 
1880. The father lives in Kane Co., Ill., and, asso· 
ciated with one of his sons, is managing a grist­
mill, which he purchased soon after the death of his 
wife. 

of his school district. 
He was married in October, 1850, to Mary 

Shl! was born in 1831, and isthedaughterof 
and Mary Thomas. Four children have been 
of their marriage, as follows; Theodore A., 
1848 ; Louisa, Nov. 2, 1849; Mary, Sept. 24,1 

Dora, Nov. 3, 1855, died Aug. 22, 1856. 

illiam H. Bowen, lumberman, 
section 6, Wise Township, was 

• 26, [827, in Montgomery Co., N. Y. 

parents, Nicholas and Nancy Bowen, 
natives of Montgomery Co., N. Y, and 

in Unondaga County, in the Empire State. 
Mr. Bowen ohtained his education at the 

schools and remained at home until 28 
age, spending his time in farming and 
thresher. After that period he was variously 
until 186 [, when he engaged exclusively in 

Mr. Tombs was an inmatl! of his father's home 
until the removal of the family to De Kall! COllllty, 
where he became the proprietor of 80 acres of land, 
acquiring 40 acres by purchase and 40 acres by gift 
from his father. He sold his property two years 
later, and in 1852 he went to California, where he 
,pent two years in mining and lumbering. He was 
accompanied to the Golden State by three brothers 
and made the journey thither by the overland route . 

~ He worked by the month in a saw-mill, for the stipu-
J. bted sum of $100 per month, but his employer 

In 1869 he came to Clinton Co., Mich., and 
threshing-machine, which he has since COllltllJ~ 
manage, in connection with lumbering. 
Isabella County in the spring of 1883 and 
acres of land, which was chiefly in timber. 
erected thereon a saw-mill, with a producing 

r-:.Yl failed and he lost his arrearage of wages, amounting 
~ to $r,500. He returned to Illinois and purchased 40 
'~ acres of land in Kendall County, where his father 
~ then resided. He occupied the place a year, sold Democrat. 
!. out and went to Bremer Co., Iowa, wherl! he bOlight Mr. Bowen was married March 2, "rSSS, in 

~~~\ '.' '.t '"'...".. ,1'l -~ "" (·nl1'..?ul1·-'~ ~_ ~~~ ~:~/jf'''~;~t'~r.:(f)---''I:t>d;r- ~ .. ~ ~ ... v .. u~~-~-~~'Zf~ 

of 10,000 feet of lumber daily. Politically, 
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====eo N Y. to Lucy A. Marvin. She was horn 
~·ga ., . , f I) I. n .... nty and is the daughter (l ,-ouert . 
• that cou , ., 
10 • Her parents were both natives of the bl11-

)farvln. Ida M Willard B., George A., Hattie 
• State. ·' . 

pare . are the names of the fiv e ch ildren uorn 
and Jennie 

If and Mrs. Bowen. to .' r. 

avid Loomis, fa rmer, section I, Lincoln 
Township, was born in Waterford TowlI­

ship, Erie Co., Pa., Dec. 14, r 834· 
The father of Mr. Loomis, David D., was 

a native of New York, of Ne w England pa re n t-

ge and Engli sh extraction. H e was adesce nd-a . . 
ant of the old Puritan fath e rs who left th:lr na tive 
country to seek a home free from persecution. He 
fOllowed the occupation of a fa rmer in New York un­
til 1838, when he brought his family to this State and 
settled in Oakland County. They fin a lly came tu 
this county and the fa th e r died here , in Union 
Township, Sept. 16, 188 L David's mother, Sarah 
(DeCamp) Loomis, was a na tive of Pennsylvania, uf 
Spanish and Irish d escent, and died shortly after the 
family's arrival in Oakland Coun ty, abo ut the year 

1838. 
David was only four years of age wh en his pa rents 

came to this State, and consequen tly has spe nt the 
greater portion of his life he re. H e remained wi t h 
his father until he attained th e age of 16 years, 
wben, with his father's consent, he laullched his life­

'boat on the sea of fortun e and wen t forth tu battle 
against the . obstacles stre wn along the pathway of 
prosperity. He worked as a common laborer on the 
neigbbOling farm s until 186 I-

Nov. 9. 186 [, he responded to t he Nation's ca ll 
fOr loyal hearts and stron g a rms to battle for th e pe r­
petuity of her dishollored and insulted Rag, and 
enlisted in Co. K., 14th Mich. Vol. Inf., which was 
assigned to the Army of the C umberl a nd and unde r 
command of Gen. R osecrans. He participated in 
three active engagements-Stone River, Lavergne 
and Nashville-and several skirmishes. H e esca ped 
uninjured, uut, becomin g indisposed, he was se nt to 
the hospital at Nash ville, Tenn ., and received an 
ho?~rahle disch arge on surgeon 's certificate of d is­
ablhty, April 16, 1863. He returned to t hi s State 
and again entered on the vocatiun of a farm e r. 

Mr. Loomis was united in marriage Oct. 6, 1864, 
in Clinton County, this State, to Miss Lucy M. 
Sut liff, a native of this State . where she was born 
Oct. 30, 184 I, in Hillsdale County. 

M r. and Mrs . Loomis are the parents of 12 chil­
dren. The living nre: Lizzie F., Emma, Nellie, 
Nettie, Mary A., Hattie, Sarah D. and Lucy E. 
The deceased are: Emi, Amelia, Jessie and Ar­
thur Garfield. 

Four years afte r marriage Mr. Loumis urought his 
family to this county and settled on 160 acres of 
wild land 011 section 1, Lincoln Tuwnship, which he 
had purchased. He afterwards exchanged this land 
for 47 acres on the same section and 40 acres on 
section 36, Union Township. Of the 87 acres on 
which he is at present living, 75 acres are cleared 
and improved. Both husband and wife are identi­
fied with the First Congregational Church of Victor, 
C lintun Cuunty. 

Mr. Loomis has held the school offices uf his dis­
tric t, a nd in politi cs is an ardent supporter of the 
prinei pIes of the RepUblican party. 

'I· I<: eorge Atkin, farmer on section 6, Coe 
1 ~ 'l'mvnshi p, is a son of William and Helen 
'UK (Bacon) Atkin; natives of England, where 
they passed a ll their lives. Their family inclu-
ded six sons and six d a ughters, George ueing 
the fourth son . 

H e was horn in England, May 16, 1820. He was 
educated in his native country, and remained a resi­
dent of Albion's I sle until 27 years old , learning the 
t rade of lace- making. May 21,1847, he sailed for 
the Great Repuulic, a rriving -the following month. 
He located at Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., and for the 
first season worked by the month at farming. He 
then worked a farm on shares for one season, after 
which he uought a farm of 24 acres, and worked it 
until 1855, when he sold. In April of that year he 
came West in sea rch of a home, and located 125 
acres 0 11 section 6, Coe Township, under the Gradu­
ati on Act. He at ollce erected a log house and ue­
gan to improve his land; but, his means being limi­
ted, he was obliged to work out much of the time of 
the first year that he wished to devote to clearing his 
own farm. As an additiullal means for raising money, 
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he sold 40 acres. By ulltiring industry and persever­
ance, and the assistance of a faithful and loving wife, 
he has been able to clear 45 acres, which area is now 
in an advanced state of cultivation. 

He was married in England, in May, 1843, to 
Sophia, daughter of Joseph and Sarah (Wallace) 
Hodson, natives of England. Mrs. Atkin was born 
in England, March 18, 1818, and is the mother of 
seven children, four of whom survive,-Joseph, Wil­
liam, Caroline E. and Susan E. The deceased are 
Sarah H., George and an infant. 

Mr. Atkin has been Justice of the Peace two years, 
Postmaster three years, Tax Collector nine successive 
years, and has held all the offices in his school dis­
trict. He is politically an ardent RepUblican. He 
belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of 
England. 

eorge W. Howorth, farmer on section 21, 
Chippewa Township, is a son of Peter and 

" Mary (Fay) Howorth, natives of EngLtnd 
and New York State. The mother died in 1842. 
George was born in Wyoming Co., N. Y., April 
I, 1826, and lived in the State of New York 

till about 25 years old, when he went to Erie Co., 
Pa. Two years later he came to Jackson County, 
this State, where he rem!lined 18 months. I n Jan u­
ary, 1856, he came to lsauella County and uought 
160 acres in Chippew:>. Township. He has since dis­
posed of 60 acres and has 50 acres nicely improveu. 

He was first married in Erie Co., Pa., April 4, 
[847, to Sophronia A. Godfrey, a ~ative of New 
York State. Five of their seven children are living: 
Helen M., Delavan G., Mary A., Julia R. and Melvin 
L.; and two are deceased: Henry H. and Darwin 
L. His wife dying May 30, 1878, Mr. Howorth was 
again married, in November, 1878, to Alllaretta, 
daughter of Willialll n. and neborah (Carrier) Kim­
uaIl, alld widow of John 11. Waile. She was born ill 
Delaware Co., N. Y., March 12, 1839, and she and 
Mr. H. have one son, Clauci W. 

Mr. H. has been Township Clerk, Highway Com­
missioner, Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, County 

- - --- -- c--=======­
Su perintendent of the Poor, etc. He was in 
[882, appointed Postmaster of Alembic who b 

1 1
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he now ho ds. Po ItlcaIly, he is a Republi 
d ·· b f can. an wile are mem ers 0 the Methodist 

Church. 
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~ r.:iI~lint~n B. Twomley, carpenter and 
,,~~ reSIdent at Mt. Pleasant, was born 
~ 16, .846, in Newstead, Erie Co., N. Y. 
~~ a son of James C. H. and MirandaC. 

\: Twomley. His father was a farmer 
moved when his son was but three 

age to Cattaraugus County. 
Mr. Twomley received a good education and 

trained to the calling of agriculture, which 
lowed until he was 2 I years old, when he .... ft,_ ..... 

carpenter's trade. In 1867, he came to 
Hill sdale Co., Mich., and remained there 
fall of 1873, when he transferred his 
Orallge Township, Ionia County. He spent 
year on a farm, and came to Mt. Pleasant, 
has worked as a uuilder and contractor and 
the winter season in teaching. He has taught 
terms of school in Isabella COllnty. He 
the winter of 1883-4 in Lincoln Township. 

Mr. Twomley was married in Danby 
Ionia County, April 4, 1872, to Mary, 
Jesse and Sarah Wellfare. She was born 
1852, in Tekonsha, Calhoun Co., Mich. The 
includes one child,-Ethel I.,-born Jan. u, 
at Mt. Pleasant. 

-+-...vV\,~ ~a:as"""",,-+-­

'ndrew J. D'Boyle, fanne< on ...... 
~. " ,Coe Township, was born in New 
~~ ~-- State, Jul! 4, 1854. ~nd is the~nof 
;~i}ft and Mary (Connolly) OBoyle, natives 
IIG land. At the age of 19, he was 

a brakeman on the Canada Southern 
for abollt olle year. He was afterward, for 
year and a hal f, in th! employ of the BaltiJIlOI! 
Ohio Railroad Company. He came to 
County in 1874, and bought 40 acres in Cae 
ship, on which he settled three years later. 

He was married in Gratiot Co., this State,in 
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~nie, daughter of Thomas and Amanda 
,88f, I residents of Gratiot County, whe re the 
Gallag ler, , . 

was born Jan. 27, 1856. Mr. 0 Boyk IS a 
"·ugbter. . 
... I' while his WIfe belongs to the MethodIst 
Catbo IC, I D . . k 

h Politically, he votes t le emocratlc tIC ·e t. 
Churc . 

Frederick Speck, farmer, section 27, 

Nottawa Township, is a son of Jacoh 

Speck, a native of Prnssia who landed at 

Quebec,Canada, June 12, 1863; lived in New 

• j\ Hamburg three years, then. at Wyandotte, 

Wayne Co., Mich., 1866-74, worklll g most of the 
• e at the molder's trade and the rest of the time at 

lUll . CI' C fanning; then was a farm laborer In IIlton ounty 
a year, and finally settle.d in thi s .county . . 

Frederick was born 111 Holstell1, PrussIa, Jan . 4, 
11146; April 19, 1878, he. m:lT:ied Miss Je~si e, 
dlughter of John and MaggIe (Ball1) Hyslop, natIves 
or Scotland and still living, in Nottawa T ownship. 
Mr. S. has no children. He owns XO acres of lanel 
where he now resides, having 30 acres in cultivation 
aDd prospering as a farmer. With regard to na­
tional issues he acts with the Democratic party; is 
DOW School Assessor, and has been Supervisor one 
JUr. Mrs. S. is a member of the Methodist Episco­
.. I Church. 

eorge Blesch farmer, section 22 , Coldwater 
Township, was born Dec. 20, 1846, in the 
township of Berlin, Waterl oo Co., Ont., 

and is the son of Michael and Margaret 
(Meckler) Blesch. The parents were both 
born in the vicinity of Elsass, Germany, and 

died in Waterloo Co., Can. 
• Mr. Blesch was four years of age when his father 

died and left his mother with two sons. She married 
apin and her son remained in the family until he 
... 12 years old, when he became a clerk in a store 
IIId afterwards was an assistant in a hotel. Arter 
ft!aching the period of his legal freeuolII, he altenueu 
tIae College of St. Jerome, and acquired a fair educa-

tion, after which he calllc to Michigan. He was for 
three years engaged in the hllllber business for Edwin 
H all. In 187 I he came to Coldwater and home.· 
steaded his place, entering his claim on the 14th day 
of Novel1llJer. He resided on it at interval s of six 
months, and in thc fall of the sllcceeding year he 
returned to Canada, where he was married, Oct. 1, 

d~7 2, to Mary Ann, daughter of Wendell and Cath­
erine (Hass) Biek. She was born June 25, 1854, in 
PTlIssia, arid when she was seven weeks old her par­
ents emi grated to Canada, where her father worked 
a few yea rs at hi s trade, a nd then bought a farlll. 
They a re now passing their declining years in Hawks­
ville, Can. 

M r. and Mrs. Blesch have had six children: Joseph 
William was born Aug. 20, 1873; George S., J line 
20, lR75; Bertha Amelia, March 13, T877; Ida Ma­
tilda, May 6, . 8Ro ; Mary Norma, April 19, 1882; 
Allan Louis, April 16, 1884. The parents are mem­
bers of the Catholic Church. Mr. Blesch is a Re­
publican, and has held various local offices. He 
now owns 160 acres of land, having added 80 acres 
to his original purchase. Of this, 65 acres are in 
till age. 

.---~ ~ 
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~ Iml\'~:: enj.amin ::. MOll.nt, farmer section 34! 
:~IW~ Gilmore TownshIp, was bern May 18, 
~) \9j!i>' 1832 , in Middlesex Co., N. J. His par­

'1,"" Co ents, William and Lydia (Pierce) Mount, 
were natives of the State of New Jersey 
and a re both deceased . 

At the age of 17 years Mr. MOllnt became the 
arbiter of hi s own fortunes. His first move was to 
proceed to the city of New York, where he learned 
the variety of bu siness known as spar-making, which 
he pursued 13 years. In 1862 he settled in Jackson 
Co., Mich., 'whcre hc bought a farm. Three years 
later he went to Livingston Co., II!., where he be­
came the proprietor of a second farm and there re­
sided eight years. At the expiration of that time, 
he sold his property in the Prairie State and returned 
to J ackson Co., Mich., where he again became the 
owncr of a farm, which he cultivated until T879. In 
that. year he removed his family and interests to fsa­
bella Co., Mich., where he owns and resides upon 80 
acres of land in Gilmore Township, and has 55 acres 
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der culture at the date of purchase. In 1881 he was lots in the village. 
®'f- made Township Treasurer by appointment. His marriage occurred at Saginaw,-Nov. 18, IS, 
T Mr. Mount was the first time married in April, to Miss Mary Steckert, who was born April 28 

I , , 

1856, to Adeline E., daughter of George and 1<'ran- in Saginaw County. Their two children are' 
ces Deborah (Field) Kir.g. She was horn Nov. IG, S., born April 28, 1874, and Ethel, born Nov. I 

I838,and died Aug. 3,1874. Fol1owing is the record 1879. 
of the children which constitnted the issue of this M r. and Mrs. E. are members of the \"o'nllMtlIla: 
marriage: George W., born June 23 , 1858, died tional Church, of whicli Mr. E. is clerk. He 
Aug. 25, I 8Go; Susan Frances, born J l\11e 25, 18Go; been Justice of the Peace and has served as 
Mary E., June 17, 18G3; Julia E., horn Jan. G, 18G8, ship Clerk one year and Village Treasurertwo 
died Dec. 4, 1871; Caroline, Feb. 2G, 187 I. Mr. He is a member of the A. O. U. W. and is tv.1''' .... 
Mount was a second time married Nov. G, 1877, to a Republican. 
Huldah J., daughter of Norman and Sarah D. (Day-
ton) Col1ins. She was born Aug. 2G, ,844. Of 
three children born of this marriage one su rvives. 
Fol1owing is the record: Wil1iam R. was born Jan. 
16, . r878, and died Jan. 21, r883; Sarah A. was 
horn Aug. IG, r880, and died Sept. 28, 188.; 
Verenea J., was born May 2', 1883. 

illiam H. Elden, of the firm of Elden & 
White, dealers in jewelry, sewing-machines, r stationery, etc., at Clare, was born in Gen­

_ esee County, this State, July 18, 1850; and 
, lived with his mother (his father dying when 

-if he, Wil1iam, was five years old) until 12 years of 
age, attending school and assisting on the farm, 
which was the support of his widowed mother. He 
was the third of a family of six,-three sons and 
three daughters. 

From 12 to 20 he worked out in the summer and 
attende4 school in the winter. At 20 he went to 
Saginaw and bought 40 acres of improved land, which 
he cultivated for two years. His next move was to 
Midland, where he was apprenticed to learn the 
jeweler's trade under George W. Ahbey. Serving his 
time of two years, he married and came with his wife 
to Clan~, where he established a jewelry store with a 
smal1 stock. This has been enlarged to meet the 
demands of an increased patronage, and he and his 
partner (received Oct. IS, (883) now have a stock 
worth $2,000, with an annual trade worth $8,000. 

.... , .. 
amuel Earl, farmer, section 14, 

~ . Township, is a native of the State of 
.!l where, in Columbia County, he was 

Jan. 4, .83 1. His parents, Daniel .and 
abcth (Little) Earl, were natives of the 
State and County in which Samuel was 

and were of English and German descent. The 
ther was a blacksmith by trade, and during the 
days of his life turned his attention to 
Both parents are deceased, the father dying Noy. 
1883, aged nearly 82 years, and the mother in 
aged 65 years. 

Samuel worked on the parental homt:Stead 
aided the father in the maintenance of the 
until he attained the age of maturity. On 
ing at this age, he went forth to " plant his roses 
the hill of difficulty." They grew not without 
and he engaged as a comlTlon laberer on the 
in the county where his parents had moved. 
followed this vocation until the event of his 
with Miss Mary A. Putman, which occurred 
county March 15, 1855. She was the ua'LI" ...... 

Michael and Elizaheth (Bates) Putman, 
Pennsylvania and Connecticllt, and of Gennan 
English extraction, and was born in Wyandot 
Ohio, April 29, 1839. 

One year after their marriage Mr. Earl 
farm, which he successfully cultivated for a 
period, and then purchased a home of hi. 
consist.ing of 40 acres and situated ill 
Co., Ohio. He lived on this homestead until 
when he sold it and moved to Rising SUD, 
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grandmother, was the daughter of William and Sally , 

~-,-=.-=-=-- . -c==c--"-:- .-

rs or until 1879- In the sprlllg of that 
three yea , _ 

(Whitford) Gorton. William Gorton was the son of h came to thiS State, and purchased 120 

yeDr e
f 

land on section 14, Lincoln Township, this 
acres 0 - -

where he at present resides. 
county, f ' 1'1 

I)r. S~l1l111el Gorton, whose father was Sallluel Gorton. ' ('j'® 

This ancestor came to Massachusetts from England, l' 
ld nd Mrs. Earl are the parents 0 SIX C II dren, 

•• r. ~eroy, born Oct. 30, 1856, married Miss Lydia 
~II' d noW resides at Rising Sun, Ohio; AIl'heus 

and was called a heretic by the Puritans, who drove G 

III an . ' . S . 
tr. rson born June IS, 1859, marned MISS ophla 

JClle,. . ' 
Stahl and resides In Sandusky Co., OhIO; Jacol:,,'lJorn 
I)cc. r:z 1868; Dorsey, born June 10, 1874; 1 ruiJy, 
born De~. 28, 1877; Nettie, born July 16, 1866, died 

lIarch 17, 1869. . 
Mr. Earl is a member of no Church, but beheves 

in the" Golden Rule." Politically, he is a believer 
in and supporter of the principles of the Democratic 

party. 

. Samuel W. Hopkins, of Mt. Pleasant, 

is a son of Samuel· and Freelove Burlingame 

(Arnold) Hopkins. The father was born in 

Coventry, R . 1., Jan. 10, [~03, the son of Rufus 

and Amy (Shippee) Hopkins . Rufus Hopkins 

him from their colony. He bought a home of the 
Indians in Rhode Island and named it" Patnxet." 
He lived to he a centenarian . . 

Samuel Hopkins, the father of Samuel W. Hop­
kins, lived in the towns of Coventry, West Green­
wich and Exeter,R. L, until 1857, extensively engaged 
in the manufacture of cotton goods. He built several 
mills, and was a prominent man in his section of the 
cQl.J1ltry. The great financial panic of 1857, which 
engulfed so many thousands in the vortex of ruin 
and which affected 10 some degree every business 
man in the United States, was the end of his active 
business career. He had been a very energetic 
man, of sanguine disposition and buoyant spirits, 
but this failure seemed to break his strength of 
mind. With the remnant of his means he bought 
80 acres of land in Coventry, Conn., where he lived 
a retired life until his death, Feb. 19, 1875. His 
family included nine children,-seven sons and two 
daughters. Seven of the nine lived to adult age. 

was the son of Esquire Samuel and Pheue (Case) 
Hopkins. Esquire Samuel Hopkins' father was Judge Samuel Whaley Hopkins, the youngest of the 
Samuel Hopkins, who was the son of Joseph Hop- family, was born April r , 1845, in Exeter, H .. 1., where 
kins. The last named married .a daughter of Edward he lived until the age r I years. He was very preco-
Whalley, one of the regicide judges who fled from CiOllS, being able to read and spell when uut three 
England upon the restoration of Charles II. Judge years of age. He attended the di strict school in Exeter 
Whalley lived and is buried lIpon Hopkins' Hill, West for a time before leaving that town . In 1856 the 
Greenwich, R. I. It is from this a ncestor lhat the family moved to Coventry, Conn. Here he studied 
subject of this biography takes his middle name, in the district school and also received private in-
spelling it with but oi1e " I," however. Most of the struction from Miss Mary K. Hutchinson. 

Hopkins family have been engaged in the great At the age 01 r 5 he attended the Ellington Acad-
industry of Rhode Island,-cotton manufacturing. emy, and the foll owin g year the academy at Man-

Mrs. Freelove Burlingame (Arnold) Hopkin s was chester. The ensuing winter he taught at Andover, 
born in Warwick, R. I., Jan. IS, r807, the daughter then he spent the summer at home on the farm, and 
of Elijah and Sally (Gorton) Arnold. She was an the next winter he tau ght at Willimantic, Conn. 
only daughter, and had three brothers. Elijah After another summer at home he was for a month 
Arnold was the 17th child of James and Freelove or so at Charleston, S. c., selling uoots and shoes for 
(Burlingame) Arnold, and James Arnold was the son a brother, then went to Cleveland, Ohio, to attend 
of T~omas Arnold, who bought a square mile of the Bryant & Stratton Business College. Soon after 

= .= 
~, 

= = 
~ 

~nd In Warwick, R. I., and divided it into six farms. his arrival, Mr. Felton, resident Principal of the 
he mother of the subject of this sketch was uom Bryant & Stratton school, and a Mr. Bigelow, estab- ~\; 

on th 'ddl . e fil e one of these (on Cowesell road), known lished the Union Business C<JlIege, from which Mr. 
as Arnold's Square. Hopkins was graduated in the spring (dIGS). (~ ,\ 

Mrs. Sally (Gorton) Arnold, Mr. Hopkins' maternal He was at home the summer of that year, sold ~ 
~~*ia---~~":'--~~ :nU~'UUf~~ --{<!)~~~@J'~ 
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. ;~~ :" i":"~all' aod t".ht ,:oo~ "'" ~:~~~~;~ ':; l::' :::"d a m'mb" of th, School Bo rd 
. D' a t winter. The ensuing two years were spent partly at both tickets, e.nocratlc and RepUblican. He 

:~ home and partly in selling books for Gurdon Bill three years. In the early part of 1873 he w 
i and Henry Bill, publisher;;. In the fall of IR68 he poin1:ed Clerk of Union Township, this county -:0 

.1:> taught a select school at Andover. He taught at a vacancy, and the same spring he Wa, CIC:!C'b!tI~ .. 
Little Falls, N. J., the next two years. Dming that position. He was twice re-elected Clerk, 
the summer season he read law with Benezeret he also served seven years as Justice of the 
H . Bill, of Rockville, Conn. In the summer of 1870 He also officiated a year or so as Deputy 
he studied law at home, and in the fall he entered Clerk, while holding the latter office. He was 
the Law Department of the Michigan University. one term Superintendent of Schools at Mt. 

-1 He took a two years' course at that institution, stl1dy- and for three years Chairman of the Board of 
((.')_j)~ ing in the summer of 1871 with Hon. John M. Hall, Trustees. He was the first Village Attorney or 
.r-p of Willimantic, Conn. Pleasant. 

= = 

He was graduated in March, 1872, and then vis­
ited at home for a few weeks, after which he located 
temporarily at Grand Rapids, this State. There he 
was admitted to the Bar, but he was principally occu­
pied in settling the estate of a Mr. Gardner. While 
at Clare, Clare County, making collections for the 
estate, he met the Hon. 1. A. Fancher, of Mt. Pleas-
ant, who induced him to make Isabella County his 
future horne. These two gentlemen were partners in 
the practice of law for three years. Mr. Hopkins 
was then for two years connected with Michael Dev­
eraux. Commencing with Jan. I, 1875, his partn er 
was, for nearly two years, Wade B. Smith. He then 
associated with himself Free Estee, who had formerly 
studied law with him . Mr. H . 's health having 
failed, his business was looked after almost entirely 
by his partners, first Mr. Smith, then Mr. Estee. He 
spent two summers at Higgills I,ake, Rosconllllon 
County, and in the winter of .881 - 2 visited his 
mother at Coventry, Conn., where he remained for 
six months. 

The first of January, 1883, he formed his present 
business coni ection with Daniel E. Lyon. They do 
an extensive business in real estate, insurance and 
loans. In [883 they loaned over $[00,000. They 
represent r I sour.d insurance companies, and do the 
largest business in that line in the county. He is 
a director in the banking house of Brown, Harris 
& Co. 

Mr. Hopkins is politically a staunch Republican. 
He has always taken a deep interest in politics, and 
he has been and still is of great influence. He has 
served his community in numerous official positions, 
with credit to himself and ~atisfaction to his constit­
uents. While in Coventry, Conn., he was, at the age 

In 1875-6 he served the county as 
Attorney. During his term he literally reformed 
village of Loomis, which had become illfest~ 
criminals and law-breakers. He was also 
mental in breaking up an organization known .. 
Knights of Agriculture, which had been 
proper purposes but which had drifted 
management of bad men. He also 
county against an injunction brought by the 
ties of Vernon Township (to which Clare county 
been attached) in a matter involving a large 
tax money. He afterwards, in the Legislature, 
fended the county in a similar case against 
counties of Mecosta and Midland, to each of 
a moiety of Isabella County was formerly 
for municipal purposes. This matter brought 
hard-fought struggle of four weeks in the 
ture, and at every step Mr. Ilopkins won. 

He was elected to the Legislature first in 
of 1876, running against Henry H. Graves,and 
his seat in January following. He was a 
the Committees on Judiciary, Public Lands 
Traffic. During this session he introduced • 
making libel a crime. This measure 
House, but was killed in the Senate. In the 
r 87 8 he was re-elected to the House, taking 
in January, 1879. He was at this time a 
the Committee on Judiciary, and Chairman 
youngest member} of the most important 
of the session-Special Joint Committee on 
tion. In this he was associated with . Messn. 
Stanchfield, Ferguson and Kuhn, of the 
three of the ablest members of the 
Childs, of Washtenaw, James W. Cochrane, 

land, and George A. Farr, of Ottawa. 
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=-red and introduced a bill reorganizing the tax 
pastern of the State. This bill passed the House, but 
BY S 'l'h . s lost in the enate. e next year a commlS-.,a " 
• n was aPPol11ted by the Governor, which carried 

510 .. f I I . 'nto effect the provI,;lons 0 t le aw now In force, 
~hich are much like those in Mr. Hopkins' bill. HI: 
has been for the last six years Chairman of the 
R.epublican County Committee, which position. he 
DOW fills. In the fall of 1882 he was unanim~lsly 
DOminated for the uffice of Prosecuting Attorney. 
Not desiring this position, he made no canvass, and 
bis opponent, Charles T. Russell, was elected. In 
1877 he was nominated for President of the Village. 

Mr. Hopkins platted an addition to Mt. Pleasant 
in 1874, on the south, known as" Hopkins' Addi-

tion." 
He was married at Jerusalem, N. Y., Dec. 10, 1873, 

to Miss Margaretta, eldest daughter of R ev. Dr. 
Edwin Vedder and Ida (Williamson) Vedder. Dr. V. 
is a native of Schenectady, N. Y., and his wife, of 
New Jersey, and both live at Jerusalem, Albany Co., 
N. Y. Mrs. Hopkins was born Feb. I, 1846, at Lit­
tle Falls, N. Jo and lived successively at that place, 
Berne, Middleburg, Gallupville, Schoharie and New 
Scotland. All these places but the first are in the 
State of New York. Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins have 
bad one son, Herbert Vedder, born at Mt. Pleasant, 
Aug. 21,1876, and died at Jerusalem, N. Y., Aug. 4, 
1877. Mrs . . H. is a Presbyterian, and M r. H. is a 
member of the Unitarian Society, of which he has 
been for two years Vice-President. In 1884, Mr. 
Hop~ins was chosen Alternate to the Chicago Con­
venllon that nominated Bl aine and Logan. 

The portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Hopkin s are pre­
sented on other pages of thi s work. 

bydelous F. Bennett, farmer section ~2 , ,) , 
N~tt~wa Township, is a son of J. J. and 

N Pnscilla (Margeson) ilennett, natives of 
ew York State, the fonner born Jan. 26, 

1~2I,. ~nd the latter Dec. 26, 1830; both are 
shll II vlllg. 

Ii 
The s.ubject of this sketch was born Sel)t. '2 1852 

Yed with h' . " 
AL__ IS parents until of age when he lJur-
~ed' ' 11 • a~ uUlmproved 80-acre tract and settled 
,;: It, v.:here he now resides. The place is in 

condition. He has been Township Treasurer 

two years and Supervisor two years. In political mat­
ters he is a Democrat, and in religion both he and 
his wife are Second Ad ventists. 

April 21, ,875, Mr. Bennett was I!larried to Miss 
Nancy Jane, daughter of Silas Prothero. Her parents 
arc both living, in this neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs. 
B. have no children. 

ran cis Bone, farmer, section 20, Coldwater 
Township, was born in 1845, in County 
Antrim, Ireland. His parents, Patrick and 

Mary (McCali) Bone, were natives of the" land 
of the harp and shamrock," and about 1850 
emigrated to the New World. They settled 

near Geneva, Seneca Co., N. Y., where they resided 
ab?ut four years, then they removed to Wayne Co., 
MiCh., where the fathe r bought 30 acres of land. 
Their family included three children, a ll of whom are 
living. Their father died Aug. 7, 1862, in Browns­
taWil, Wayne Co., Mich. The demise of the mother 
occurred Feb. 5.1876. 

Mr. BOlle was the first son of his parents, with 
WhOn.1 he remained until the year in which the notes 
of civil war in America lUng like the blast of a tem­
pest round the whole world. He became a soldier 
ell.listing Oct. 29, 1862. He was enrolled in the 27tl: 
MIch. Vol. Inf., which was assigned to the Ninth 
Army Corps and attached to the armies of the East 
and of the West. Hc \Vas in all the uattles and 
skirmishes in which his regiment was engaged until 
he was wounded, at the battle of Spottsylvania, by a 
minie ball in the left shoulder. Thereupon he was 
first sent to Fredericksburg, and then to the hospital 
at Washin gton, where he remained until sufficiently 
recovered to return home. He was discharged Nov. 

9, 1864. 
H e then came to Wayne Co., Mich., where he en­

tered the employment of a farmer, but his strength 
was not sufficiently recuperated for labor, and he 
came to Isabella County about Nov. I, 1865 . He 
was in the employ of E. Hall about three years, and 
toward the end of that time he entered a homestead 
claim of 80 acres, which he proved in the course of 
five years and obtained his patent. He has improved 
about 60 acres. Mr. Bone was form erly a member 
of the Catholic Church. He holds the position 
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1k Major, or Vice COI1lIlI~IIHJer, ill J. Bowley PuSI, No. ~ r. II. passed throngl.l the battles in whicb 
@) 77, G. A. R., at Sherman. regllllent was engagerl without receiving any 
- He was married March 20, 18,6, to Minerva, wonnds, but in one of the engagements a ball 

daughter of Empson and Mary (Latta) Powell. She through his hat and cleanly shaved the hai 
was born Oct. 6, 1848, in Perry Co., Ohio. Her his bead . r 
parents both died in Athens Co., Ohio. They had After his discharge from the service Mr. B. 
14 children, of whom Mrs. Bone is the youngest. lowed his trade for a short period, and then ca 
She is the mother of four children, born in the fol- this State. He arrived here in 1865 and me 
lowin~ order: Patrick, Dec. 12, 1876; Empson, 80 acres of land on section 16, Lincoln 
May 6,1879; Mary Elizabeth, Oct. 6, 1881; John where he is at present residing. At the 
Francis, Jan . 7, 1884. came to Lincoln Township, the hand of 

~aniel Burdick, farmer and stock-raiser, re­
siding on section 16, Lincoln Township, 
was uorn in Williams Co., Ohio, July 25. 

1838. 
His parents wen~ Lewis and Rachel (Cook) 

Burdick; the father a native of Massachusetts, 
the mother of New York, and both of New England 
ancestry. The father followed the occupation of 
farming and spent the major portion of his life in 
Ohio engaged in that vocation. He died in Living­
ston Co., Mo., Aug. 15, 1873, aged 64 years. The 
mother departed this life in April, 1849, in Williams 
Co., Ohio, aged 36 years. 

Daniel Burdick was the sixth child of a family of 
ten children, nine of whom were girls. When he at­
tained the age of 22 years he apprenticed hilnself to 
his brother-in-law to learn the shoemaker's trade. 
He continued at this trade until the breaking out of 
the late war. 

When the news flashed over the wire that Sumter 
had heen bombarded with rebel shell, and the call 
went forth for the sons of liberty to rally round their 
imperiled flag, our subject was among the first to 
respond. He enlisted in Co. D, 38th Ohio Vol. Inf., 
Aug. 15, 1861, and his regiment was assigned to the 
3d Division, 14th Corps, of the Army of the Cumber-

. land, commanded by Gens. Sherman, Rosecrans and 

t Thomas. He was in numerous engagements, promi­
nent among them being Mill Spring, Shiloh and De­

.~ , catur. At the latter battle he was taken prisoner, was 
paroled and finally, in 1863, was exchanged and re-

~
' turned to his regiment. He accompanied the 

regiment in its march to Atlanta and participated in 
all its engagements : was discharged Sept. 25, 1864. 

~~.A C ' __ ~ ~ ~A!f- ,~~.,,,----~ 

ment was hardly visible, and he entered on the 
of clearing and improving his land amid nUIIlle!1DnI 
difficulties. He was compelled to cut a road 
and a half miles through the dense wOods to 
land, Lut withstcod all the trials and now has 
acres, of which 70 are in a good state of I;UI[I'I/"U ..... 

a colllfurtaLle residence and 
and grain Lams. 

Mr. Burdick was united in marriage, Nov. 
.862, ill Delaware Co., Ohio, with Miss Mary 
etl, a native of Jamestown, Ontario, where she 
born Aug. 15,1847. She came to the "States" 
her father in 1850, her mother having died, in 
ada, in 1848. Her father located in Cleveland, 
where he remained for about I z years, followinl 
trade of wagon-making. While in Cleveland, 
Burdick attended the public schools, and from 
place accompanied her father to Columbus, 
thence to Delaware County, &ame State, where 
remained until her marriage. 

M r. and Mrs. B. are the parents of six 
Orion L., born Oct. 15, 186<;; Elmer E., born 
26, .867, died Jan. 19, 1874; Ernest E., bom 
22, ,869; Theron D., born May 28, 1872; R. 
born Sept. 28, 1873; Gracie M., born Oct. 26, 

Politically, Mr. B. is an adherent to and 
in the principles of the Republican ;-arty, and 
held the minor offices of his township. 

dison S. Hipkins, druggist at DIi'"".U_~ 
a son of Joshua and Elizabeth 
Hipkins, natives of Pennsylvania. 

father was born March 14, 181., was a 
gist Ly occupation, and died in 1867, in 
Ohio. The mother was born Oct.- 25. 

and is yet living at Gilboa. 
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=bJ'ect of this sketch was born at Gilboa, Put-
The su . 

C Ohio April 14, 185 I, and remallled at home 
nam 0., ' 1 k 

'1 6 years of age, when he became a drug c er·. 
unt! 1 . . . 

8 
he entered the pharmacy Institution at 4.), 

In 1 7 1 
. d '1 8 

k Street Utica where he n:malne untl I 74· Blee er , , 
. g to Gilboa he entered the drug establish-

Returnm '. 
f McClure & Mathias. Mr. Mc Clme subse-

ment 0 , . d f . 
tl bought his partner S II1terest, "n a ter a tIme 

quen y . f ' I' Id to Harmans & Son. A short tllne a ttJi" t 115 
be so . . B . d '" I last change, Mr. HIpkinS went to air stown, nooe 
County, and bought a stock of drugs of Cattor Bros. 
After two years there, he sold to one Getm~n, and 

e to MichiCTan He clerked for George FlI1ch for cam ., . 
a while, and in 1881 came to Blan~hard, where he 
bas since conducted a profitabl~ busll1ess.. . 

Nov. 7,1877, he was joined 111 wedlock With MISS 
Anna Phillips, daughter of Miles and Sarah (Reds0n) 
Phillips. She was born Jan. 7, 1855, the second 
daughter i(l her father's family. One son has heen 
born to Mr. and Mrs. H ., named Edison Maxwdl, 

Jan. 5, ,884· . 
In political sentiment, Mr. Hipkins is a Democrat. 

8cob P. Yunckor, farmer, section 27, Notta­
, wa Township, is a son of Hubert and 13ar-

bara Yuncker, natives of France. Mr. Y., 

Sr., emigrated to America in June, 1847, settling 
in Erie Co., N. Y., with his parents; when he 
was 18 years of age the family moved to Alden, 

same county. By occupation he, as well as his 
father, was a boot and shoe maker, for some years in 
the early part of his life. His father died in Erie Co., 
N. Y., and his mother in Clinton Co., Mich. 

Jacob P. was born Dec. 23, 1837 . Jan. 9, [866, 
he was married to Margaret Pohl, a daughter of 
Nicholas and Ann C. (Maurer) Pohl, both of Germa n 
descent,.the latter deceased and the fonner still living, 
in C\inton County. Mrs. Yuncker was born in West­
phalia, that county, Nov. 2 I, 1843 . Of the ten chil­
dren born in this household, nine are living,- -six son s 
and three daughters. Their names are Mary, Rosa, 
Henry, Joseph, Louisa, Louis, John, Arthur and Ed­
ward. 

In political affairs Mr. Y. is inuependent; has 
lIcen Supervisor in Clinton t;ollnt.y fuur years, Iligh-

way Commissioner in Nottawa Township, this county, 
two years, and School Director, which last position 
he now holds. Mr. and Mrs. Yuncker are memiJers 
of the Catholic Church. 

amuel Craft, fanner, section 7, Deerfield 
Township, is a son of Ridgeway and Es­
ther (Bailey) Craft, the former a native of 

Pennsylvania and the latter of Virginia, of 
German and English ancestry. They settled 

in Washington Co., Ohio, where they lived 

until they came to Michigan, in 1836, settling in 
Lenawee Connty; there they lived one year, and 
then they passed the remainder of their days in 
Branch County, he dying Jan . 1, 186.3, and she, 
Aug. 13, ,R78. Their family cOl1lpriseu seven chil­
dren, five daughters and two 50ns. 

Samuel, the youngest of the family, was born in 
Washington Co., Ohio, Feb. 16, 1832; when nearly = 

= four years old the family moved to Michigan, settling ~ 
in Branch County, wht:re he grew up and was edu- = 

= cated. He had sole chargt: of his father, who was a ~ 
c ripple tht: last '7 years of his life. 

In 1865, Mr. Craft moved to Greenville, Mont­
calm County, invested in town property and resided 
there about 14 yt:ars; he then solu out anu came to 
Isabella County, and bought 120 acres of wild land, 
in ' Deerfield Township, where he now lives. At 
present he owns 320 acres in this county, about 25 
of which is under the plow. Mr. C. has taken great 
intere'st in tne agricultural affairs of the county. He 
was the first Vice-Pre5ident of the Agricultural So­
ciety for Deerfield Townshi p for three years; he 
drafted the constitution and by-laws of the 3Ociety, 
has served on 1.11 the important committees, is now 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, and for each 
year has been General Superintendent. In April, 
1879, he was elected Su pervisor of Deerfield Town­
ship, since which time he has served continuously in 
that office. He has also held the office of Justice of 
the Peace four years, School Inspector four years and 
has iJeen Sanitary Adviser S1\1ce 1879. In politics he 
is in sympathy with the Democratic party, but 
reserves the right to "scratch the ticket." . 

May', 1l:!5C), in Branch Co., Mich., Mr. Cr:Jft was , 

~, ___ ~~~ krti.'~"t 
~ ~~-~:fI 
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married to Jeannette, daughter of Charles W. and 
Jemima (Westfall) Lawrence, natives of New York 
State who moved to Bnll1ch County, this State, about 
1&50, where they lived until death; she died July 14, 
1850, and he, April 2, 186r. Mrs. C. was Lorn in 
Rochester, N. Y., June 9, 184 I. The children born 
of this marriage are: Burt W., Florence J. and R S. 

We are happy to place Mr. Craft's portrait in this 
ALB UM, as that of a representative citizen of Isabella 
Coun~y. It will be found on page 430. 

ohn C. Rockafellow, Postmaster of Clan:, 
'" and Supervisor of Grant Township, Clare 

~
;f"" County, ~as born in Alexander Townshi~), 

- ' . HunterJon Co., N. J., March I I, [826. HIs 
. father, a native of New Jersey and of German 

descent, was at first by oo:upation a black-
smith. He moved from New Jersey to New York, 
where he lived ten years, and came to Geneset: 
County, this State, in 1836. He was ont! of four that 
were the first settlers in what is now Atlas village, 
that county. He has been during much of his life a 
farmer, but is now retired from active life, being of 
the advanced age of 81. He residt!s still in Genesee 
County. Mrs. Rockafellow (Catl'.erine Thatcher) 
wa'; a native of New Jersey, of Scotch extraction, and 
died in this State in March, [88o, at tht: age of 73. 

The subject of this biographical skt:tch was the 
second son and child of a family of 12, of whom II 

grew to be adults. Seven still survive. He was hut 
a few months old when his parents removed to Nt!w 
York, settling in Richmond, Ontario County. Two 
years later the family removed to Brocksgrove, Liv­
ingston County, whert! they lived eight years. Here 
John spent some time at school. When he was ten 
years old, his parents joined the army of emigrants 
bound for the rich and unoccupied West, and settled 
in Gt!l1e~et! County, this State, ulllitlst the fort!SI., tht! 
herds of deer and packs of wolves. Jkillg in a per­
ft!ctly new country, John was thrown on his own re­
.sources for gaining an education, but he did the best 
he could under the circulllstances. His parents were 
Presbyterians, and were very careful with his llloral 
tramlng. Much of the time before he was 2 r, he 
workt!d in his father's blacksmith shop. During 
those pioneer days, tht! family often were pincht!d for 

gj~~ ~i~~~---~ 

the necessaries of life. They were obliged to 
miles, to Detroit, for provisions. 10 

Attaining his majority, he chose fanning as hi, 
fession, and commenced as a common lahore ~ . . r lor 
nelghbonng farmers. In 1854 he formed a 
ship with his brother. In 1860 he settled on 
he had purchased, and there lived until 1866~ 
he moved to Atlas, same county. The followin 
he established a store for the sale of general

g 

chandise, which he kept until the spring of 1873. 
that date he came to Clare, Clare County, and 
gaged in similar business. At that time the 
of what is now a flourishing village were filled 
stumps, and the surrounding country was a 
forest. He continued in mercantile life until 
4, ,883, when he suffered an almost total loss 
by fire. He carried but a light amount of lnllUfllDa 

He was married Feb. 14, 186o, in Atlas 
Genesee County, to Miss Julia M. Wilder, 
of E. S. and Silva (Gilkie) Wilder, natives of 
mont and New York. Both parents died in 
State a few yl~ars ago, having followed farming 
their death. Mrs. Rockafellow was born ill 
Township, Orleans Co., N. Y., Nov. 5, 1840, came 
Michigan in r856, and lived in Genesee County 
her marriage. Of this union six children have 
born, four of whom are not living. The 
art": Arthur H., born Dec. 17, 1864; and Carrie 
Lorn June 27,1871. The deceased are: John 
born Dec. 5, 1860, and died Dec. 3, 1863: 
1)01'11 in 1862, and died in infancy; Carrie B., 
Dec. 24, 1869, and died Jan. 6, 1870; and 
born June 7, ,88 I, and died Aug. 16, 1882. 
Rockafellow is a prominent member of the 
Episcopal Church, of which she was one of the 
ci pal organizers in the village of Clare. 

Mr. R. is a charter member of Farwell Lodge, 
335, F. & A. M., also of Clare Lodge, No. 333, L 
n. F., and is a charter member of the ~11<';"Wt ...... 

in the 1. O. O. F. He holds the officeofTre3lllun~ 
the former body. As a business man, a citizen 
an official, Mr. R. has made a creditable record. 
has been Postrnaster of Clare ever since 1874· 
has filled almost every township office and i. 
Supervisor of Grant. He has been County 
for six years, receiving on his first election 
four votes in the county. He has been a DlC:D1IDCj1 

the Village Council for two years, and is noW 



~--~~~I 
lSABRLLA COUNTY, 43,~ 

~re Village, He was for two terms Assist­
ure eant-at-Arms of the State Senate, and for one 
ant Serg I" II I ' I 

S 
eant-at-Arms. Po Itlca y, Ie IS a stalln c I 

term erg. " • 
d influential RepublIcan, as are all of hIS father s 

an'
l 

In 1868, his fa ther and five son s went to the 
(amI y. . r U S G 

I 
ether and cast theIr votes lor . . rant. 

POl s tog . d I Ii I ' 
Mr. R.'s wide eXlJeriet:Ice and vane t~ en~slt 11m 

lroost any position , and render hUll 111 every 
ilr a . " I' h I representative cItizen. t IS suc men as Ie 
sense a ., '-

so rapidly developin g the WIlds of Northern 
that are . .. . 
)lichigan, planting Clvlhzatlol~ a nd wealth where for 
untold ages have been barbarism and waste . 

illiam Lansing, farmer, section 8, Wi se 
Township, was born F eb. 18, 1832, in 

Lennox Co., Ont., a nd is the son of William 

and Catherine (SpTllng) Lan sing. The fath er 
was born in Montgome ry Co., N. Y. , a n<lthe 

mother was a native of Prince Edward Co., 

~n. The former died in February, I X67, in Cana­
da. The latter has reached the age of 84 years and 

is totally blind. 

Mr. Lansing came to Isabella County in 1877, 
baving spent the years of hi s previous life in Canada , 
with the exception of one year which he spent in 
Missouri, and six months in the State of New York. 
In boyhood he attended the common school s, and on 
entering active life he became a farm er. In the fall 
GI877, he bought 80 acres of land in its natural 
condition in Wise Township. He has since added 
80 acres by purchase to hi s estate, and has 60 ac res 
cleared and in tillage. Mr. La nsing is a membe r of 
the Republican party in political affiliation, and has 
been quite prominent in public life. He has held 
the tlffice of Highway Commissioner one year, and 
ill the spring of 1882 was elected Justice of the Peace , 
of which office he is the present incumbent . 

"~ \\! i\Si lI\,mi\'{\ rkt f\ , 1RSS. in H ;\ ;,t \ \\ ~, ('- ) .. 

Canada, to Minerva J., daughter of John and Marga­
Iet(Spears) Hart. The parents were natives respect­
hely of Vermont and Canada. The mother di ed in 
tbeDominion, May 21,1 861, and the fath er May 11), 
1863. Mrs. Lansing was born in Hastings Co., Can., 

Dec. 25, 1840. Seven children have been born of 
her marriage : Marga ret, Catherine, John W., Hen­
ry S., Wilii am J., Annie L. and Minnie M. W. The 
parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

:-F1 ~' ''' 
~~! " a~nibal .Ga~kill, farmer on ~ection 30, C~e 
;;j~. _ '... lownshlp, IS a son of Wilham and LydIa 

,
~ (Brown) Gaskill, na tives of New E ngland; 

a nd was born in Lockport, N. Y., July 31, 1824. 
He remained at home until 19 years of age, at­
tending school and assisting his fa ther on the 

farm . He attended one term at the Wilson Colle­
gi a te Institute, a t Wilson, Niagara Co., N. Y. Since 
then, he has taught 28 nearly consecutive winters, 
working out hy the day during the summer season. 
H e has devoted all his leisure mome nts to study, 
es pecially history, both sacred and profane. H e is 
a close Biblical student, but is liberal in his reason­
in g a nd interpretations. He spent one winter in 
M inrrcsota , teachin g and farming. He first can.e to 
Michi gan in the spring of 1845, but remained only a 
few months in Clinton County. In September, 1854, 
he settled in that county, buying a farm of 40 acres. 
J n 1878, he traded this for 80 acres in Isabella 
County, where he has since resided. He has 18 
acres under c ultivation. 

H e was first n' a rried in Niagara Co., N. Y., March 
25, 1858, to Rachel A. Clark, a native of that county. 
One daughter, Ma ry F., was born to them. Mrs. G . 
died July 11), 186o, and h e was again married, in 
1865, to Ann a Jeffrey, a native of Michigan. Mr. 

. G. is politically a Democrat. In religious beli ef he 
IS a Universalist. ' 

'.'~~S~'I » '-- '~ acob L . Fordyce, farmer, section 34, Gil-

'z ~ ' < I~ore To~nship, was .born April 2, 18~8, in 
", '"i<: Greene Co., Pa. HIS parents, Archibald 

~~i' (~ .. 11l,l ~an l' Y (Lt'o n:Hd) Fordyce, Wen! both ,Il natives of Pe nnsylvania, where the fa ther is 

~ still living. The mother died in 1847 . 
Mr. Fordyce studied medicine in his earlier years, 

and at 2.1 years of age went to West Virginia and 
commenced its practice, to which he de voted 12 

I 

I 
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years at Little's Mills, Tyler County. March 2X, 
1865, he came to Isabella County and located on 120 

4 acres of land in Coe Townshi p. In 187 1 he dis posed 
T of the place by sale and purchased 160 acres in Gil-

more Township, with a small tract of 12 acres cleared. 
He has since sold 80 acres, and retains but one-half 
his original acreage. On this he has good and suit­
able farm buildings. He served as Su pervisor of 
Coe Township two terms, and has filled the same 
position four terms in Gilmore. He is a Republican 
in political affiliation. 

He was married Jan. 6, 1853, in Greene Co., Pa., 
to Sarah,' daughter of Henry and Rachel (Wood) 
Jacobs . She was born March 31,1834. Followin g 
is the record of the nine children 110m to M r. and 
Mrs. Fordyce, four of whom are deceased: Lakins 
was born Jan . 5, 1854 ; Clarinda, April 29, 1859 ; 
Eli, Aug. 25, 1861; Silas, Dec. 17, 1865; Horace, 
Feh. 2, 18F; William was iJorn Nov. 8,1855 (died 
Sept. 2[, 1863, of diphtheria): Jarret, born Oct. 4, 
[857 (drowned July [7, di61); an unnamed child 
died of measles March 2, 1863, who was born Feb. 

;= 24, of the same year; John Linza, born Feh. I, '1868 
W (died Feb. I, 1884, of malignant ery sipelas) . 
~ The parents are zealous members of the Disci-.,. . 

., pIes' Church. 

esley J. Winter, fanner, section 36, Deer-
field Township, was born Dec. 30, 1840, 

. in Norfolk, Canada West. His father, 
William Winter, was also a native of th e 

;; "Dominion," add died in 1882. Of the 13 
children in his family, eight are now living. 

When 23 years of age, Wesley came to thi s 
county, and for the first few years worked in lumher 
camps. In 1873 he purchased 40 acres of land, to 
which he has since added by purchase 40 acres more. 
Here he has improved 45 acres, and has the am-
hition to continue until he has completed a good 
)lOme. 

June 16, 1867, in Union Township, this county, 
Mr. Winter was married to Mrs. Helen J., daughter 
of John M. Hursh, the first settler in that townshi p, 
who died Nov. 27, 1877 ; her mother is still living, 
in Mt. Pleasant. Mr. W. is a native of New Jersey . 
In this family have bpen born eight children, seven 

--~ 

of wholll are now living, namely: John 
born Sept. 6, [868; Richard Asa, Dec 5 . ,IS,O 
Sterling Asa, July 23, 1873; Hugh Oliver N 

. ' ov. 
1875; Helen Elizabeth, March 4, 1877 ; Paul 
son, Oct. 3, 1880; Esther Mabel, May 20, 1883. 
Charles Ern est, Lorn Dec. 22, [878, died April 
1880. 

Mr. Winter has been Commissioner of n[lh'lh.ll111 

two terms (first in the township), Moderator 
and School Assessor five years . 

. ' n''-I' ~ 

J.[L~~) "'I: ndrew Jackson, farmer on section 21 

," ~ ,~ Township, is a son of Joseph B. and' 
.2J "'OF",,, cJp I (H ) J k • :.::1 t§f roa 1 agerman ac 'son, natives of 
:~!};to State of New York. The parents lived in 
,Io l J' . S '1 I h' "t <,m pm~ . tate untl t 1e mot er s death, in I 

j He afterwards came to Livingston Co., 
where he died ahout 1863. 

T!~e subject of this biography was born in 
Co., N. Y., March 4, 1823, and at the age of 10 
ed with his parents to Genesee County, same 
FOIa yea rs later he camc with his father to the 
insular State. In 1857 he came to East 
where he followed teaming 13 years. Next, he 
four years in Pontiac, and in December, 187 
came to Isabella County and bought 40 acres in 
Township, where he now resides, with about 29 
culti vated. 

He was· first Inarried in Livingston Co., 
Sept. 3, 1846, to Rosanna McLaughlin, who was 
in the State of New York, Aug. 12, 1825' To 
marriage have been born seven children, foar 
whom snrvive: Mary, Jennie, Theodore and 
nie. The deceased are Dillis D. (drowned in 
naw River Jan. 28, 187o),Charles and Ellen. 
dying May 22, 1869, Mr. J. was again m~lrnl!lL 

Snginaw, Mich., Jan . 6,1870, to Esther E., 
of Samuel and Angeline (Newcomb) Bishop, 
widow of 11. . G. Lipscomh, who died in 1870. 
was horn in New Brunswick, March 4, 1824, and 
six children by her first marriage: Sarah A., 
D., Amanda E., Ryerson C.,Theresa V. and 
tha M. 

Mr. and Mrs. J . are members of the 
Episcopal Church. Politically, Mr. Jackson 
the Democratic ticket. 
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eorge House, farlller, s ~c:lion ·1, I sa Ilclla 

Township, is a native of EngLIIHl, whl:re, 

in SOll1ersetshire, he was horll I >C .. . II, IX!X. 

The parents of 0111" suhjcc:t Wl:rc Wiliiaul ;lIHI 
Sarah (Stower) Ilouse, natives of England ;¥"d 
of pure English extraction. Ilis fathl:r fol-

Io d the occupation of a baker ill that" country ;lnd 
we '" 

lbere died. His mother also died III her n;"ltIVl: 

country, in January, ,8 G4· . . 
George was only ten years of age w~,en hiS lath~r 

died, and remained under the care of IllS. l11othl:r unttl 
be attained the age of ,6 years. At thiS age he en­
tered the mercantile business, which h t; continued, 
with a moderate degree of success, until he attained 
the ;\ge of 24 years, living by himself and keeping 

"hach." 
May 6,1852, in his native county, 1\1r. House was 

united in marriage to Miss Elizaheth Chancellor, a 
daughter of WiIliam anu Mary (Stower) Chancellor, 
natives of England, of plll"e Engli sh an ces t ry, and 
both diccl in their native coulltry . Elizaheth \Vas 
born in Walton, SOl11ersetshire, Eng., Jan. 2(), ' S30, 
and lived at home in her native town IIntil her IlIar­

riagc,as stated. She received the advantages afforueel 
hy the cOl11mon schools of her 'native country, and ac­
'Juired a good English education. 

After his marriage, Mr. House followed the O CClI­

pation of farming in Somersetshire, Eng., and con­
tinued that vocation with a fair degree of sllccess 
until 1869. In the spring of that yea r he came to 
tbe New World and located in Wellington Co., Can. 
He remained there for a period of one year, when he 
removed to York Co., Ont., and the re fol1owed the 
YOCatioll of farming for five years. 

Mr. House, at the expiration of the time stated, 
came to Monroe County, this State, and purchased 
265 acres of land in that county, and e ntered on the 
laborious though pleasant task of im proving it. Hl: 

!armed this land until the yea r 1879, and then sold 
It and came to this county and purchased [60 acres 
on ~ection 4, Isauella Townshi p. He brought. his 
raonly, consisting of himself and wife and ten chil­

dren, and .settled on his newly purchased land and 
began the I\Uprovement of a home in t he then wilder­
ness. There were only three acres of Illis lanel i"rllill 

~ which till: trees had heen chopped. and yet with such ~! 
a combined uetenllination uid they one and all enter ~~ 
on the task of c1e;lring and improving the homcstead .;!,:, 
that to-day ()O of the '00 acres arc in a good state 01 t 
cultivation. 6 

Mr. and Mrs. Iiouse arc the parents of ten chil. r 
dren, born ami n;uued as follows: AlexalHler J . (;., 

horn in England, May's, ,X59; Sarah 11.. S., born in 
England, I )ec. 2X, I X(,o; Jallles (;corge, uom in 

England, Aug. 12, I XG2; 1 fenry (;eorge. horn in 

England, JlIne X, IX0-1; Ferdinand (Jeorge, I)Orll in ~ 
I·: ngland. May G, I XOO; Mary C., born in Enj!Iand, ' 
Feh. 29, ,SGX; Eustace George, born in Canada, ". 

June 9, IX69; Elizabeth M ., horn in Canada, Feb. 7, 
1872; Emily A., born in Canada; and George, born 
in Monroe Co., Mich., July G,IX7G. The father anu 
mo ther are both members of the Close-Communion 
Baptist Church, and eight of their children are of the 

sallle helief. Mr. II. has occupied the Jlosition of 
D e:l<:on in the Chmch for considerable time. 

M r. House politically is a supporte;' of and believl:r 
in the principles of the Republican party, and has 
held minor offices in his township. He is one of the 
rc presl: ntativc and progn:ssive nwn of his township 
alHI has Inet with signal success in his vocation . 
II is family arl: all indllstrious, encrgetic and hard­
working, ;1I1ll true representatives of thl: progressive 
elemcnt of the county. 

F.Fasquelle, M. D ., physician and 
surgeon at Mt. Pleasant, was born Oct. 

fessor of Modern Languages in the University 
of Michigan. Professor Fas,[udle was born in 

Guinnes, France, in [ 808. He was thoroughly edu­

cated and studied medicine, but never became a " 
practitionl:,r. H e went to England, where he was 

engaged in teaching, an~ in 1833 he came to 
America. Ife settled in O J roit for a short time, 
going thence to the vi cinity of Pinckney, Livingston 
Co., Mich., where he [>ur~ hased a large tract of land, 
COlli prisi ng nearly ',000 a(;res. He rem air.ed there 

until I i:i46, when he acce pted the Chair of Modern 
Languages in the University at Ann Arbor, which 
hl: cOlitililled to hold 1Ilitii his death, which Of'f :mred 

( 

I ~ 
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(Ie.) = ·-:-':c·.: =--- : - -:==-:-==- .::-::-.:. - .... '---'-'" _ . .. _ •..... _.-* Oct. I, ,X() z. I'r .. fessm Fas'11I1 ~ lk was 1It:l.rricd ill his I'r .. fes~;illil a few 1I101l1.hs. Oil the lirst or 
~l) En~land 10 Crace Whiddoll, a nalive of I:;nnslal,k, ":11)" IS7:l, he C:lllie to Ml. I'lcasallt andes 
':~l- where she was bum ill ,SIO. She died at AIIII hims~lr in I'raclice in company with Dr. 

T Arl'or, in March, IS76. Fuur months later he opened an oftke i 
.. ~ The family of Professor Fastllielle included four ently and has continued to conduct the bu 

children: Louis W., a physician at St. John's, Clin- his profession with ste:tdy and growing succes 
ton Co., Mich.; Caroline M., the wife of Alfred field of operatiun including a large portion of S, 

Hennequin, Assistant Professor of French at the and adjoining counties. Dr. Fasquelle is a 
University of Michigan; and Frances E., a resident of thc State Medical Society of Michigan and 
of Ann Arbor. to the Nation:tl Hcalth Association. 

( , ) 
\ 

Professor FasfJucllc attained permanent distinction 
throagh his series of French text IJuoks . which have 
lJl:en standard works for more than 30 years, and 
their excellencc is fully attested hy the fael that they 
are still in usc in many leading educational institu­
tions, notwithstanding modern innovatiuns. lie was 
techni cally conversant with 72 languages and dia­
lects . "Fasqu~IIc's French Course" was l'ulJlished 
in r8:;0, foll()wed successively by "TelellJaque," 
"Napoleon,"" Racine,"" Colloquial French Reader," 
"Juvenile Grammar" and the "Th~ Key to the 
French Course." His worh werc [!ubli shed by 
Newman & I vison, and afterwards hy the successors 
to that house. Profcssor Fas(lltclle was huried in 
F()rest Hill Cemetery at Ann Arbor. No finer 
tribute to the merits of his methods of instruction 
could be offered than that affordcd by the adoption of 
the" French Course" in the training of the primary 

classes in the Chautau(lUa School of Languages, a 
movement which establishes their value beyond 

cavil. 
Dr. Fas1lue\le, the subject of this biography, was 

educated at 1\nn Arhor, matriculating at the Uni­
versity in 1856, and complcted his studies in the 

.. , '.J classical course in J R60. I n I X62 the s~cond 
, :-) 
II degree-Master of Arts- was conferred upon hint. 
! During the year 1 X() I - Z he studied in the Medical 

. 1 )eparl.lllent of the sallie institutioll. M eallwhile he 
Jlurchased 160 acres of \and in Lodi, in Washte­
naw County, where he resided until the spring of 

! 1866. lIe sold his farlll and came to Sl. Juhn's, 
.. Clinton County, and established a shoe store under ,:;-;'1 I the firm stylc of FaS(luelle & Wells. The partner-
;~ ship soon terminated, and Mr. Fas(luelle operated 

-;.' . ~.') 

;';~ singly until the summer of 186<), when he returned 

;( ~~ ~~; ~:~~~~l ~:I~~;tl~;:~l~~; ~~~ ~~1~~:~1~~:~~ ,~~~~~ 
t o) he lVas graduated in the springof ,872. Heopened 
'). an office in the city of Ann Arbor, where he practiced 

He was married March 21, 1863, in Ann 

Julia 1<'., daughter of Seth and Amelia Smith. 
was born Feb. 8, 11:141, ill Connecticut. Grace 
only child, was born May 17, 186<), at St. 
Clinton County. 

In presellting th e portrait of Dr. Fas'luclle, 
publishers of this work take more than 
sat.isfactioll . II e is a worthy son of an 
s ire,-onc whose best work is a part of the 

~ducatillilal history of Michigan. The private 
professional record of him who represents a 
which the wurld of learnillgdelights to honor, is 
as to reflect luster on these pages. 

t=>---~---.. 

--l~Yrenus Kinter, retired farmer, liviDg 

~ section 11, Lincoln Township, and 

thc representative self-made men of the 

ty, was born in Gencsee Co., N. Y., luoLn.iIIl. :1l 

The parents of Cyren us, ll<Trney and Urril 
son)Kinter;wer~ of German and Connecticut 

The fathcr was killed in the battle at 

year preVIOl1s . 
A t the tilll~ of the ll~ath of his father, 

waS but two or three years old, and was the 
two children, hrothers. Thus, at an early 
was i>~rdt of father anll mother, and thrown on 

c harity of fo ster parents. His foster father 
Mr. Peter Powers, and our subject remained in 
family until he attained the age of 25 years. 
Powers died when our subject was 16 years of 
and Mr. K., being obliged to work toward the 
of the family, was debarred from seizing the 
nities afforded by the common schools, and only 

r~~~ "\ (:---" ~ " ... , ,~ ,~: ~i'4!.'( . ' 1> \ ' \ : .. • : ' ,,"_. __ . ~n1~<P:_. __ ~<" n"~m1~~~_~~,tp"'=-__ _ 
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~d ch education as his leisure moments enalJled 
Wne su 

hilll. . 
WI Mr KlJ1ter left the Powers hame he came lell . 

. 10 this State a nd settled on a piece of land in 
dlfl:ct . 

County which he had purchased 111 1836. H e 
EalOn ' . 
. dOli this land about 20 years and lIn prov ed Go 

bve "H "b I I ' 
f the 13o-acre tract. o pe rou g 1t 11m to acrc::s 0 . 

h State," Faith " kept him here, a nd earne?t E ffort , 
~. ~e mother of success ," crowned hi s L:tbors ; bl. hi s 

, .. 1 s" llianted in the establishing of his home in rose , . 
his then wilderness, grew not wIthout thorn s. H e 

t perienced all the trials a nd difficulti es of the earl y 
eX . 

'oneer and yet, being endowed wIth th at energy a nd 
pi . . 1 I rsevera llce whIch a re so esse ntw. to success , Ie 
:nllllered them all, a nd looking from th e prese nt to 
the past he contem pla te s the pleasure a nd happiness 
which honest effort has accomplished. 

In 1859 Mr. Kinte r came to this county, a nd mad e 
a~ exchange of his property in E a ton County, for 320 

acres on se<.tion 8, Coe Townshi p. T hi s trad e was 
made with Mr. Eben Stewart, a nd befo re th e organ­
ization of the county , and while it was in its wild 
state. At this time Coe Township embraced the en­
tire county. This was just prior to his establi shin g 
the Indian Mills neat the present c ity ofMt. Pleas ­
ant, ard he usually went to St. John's and o th e r di s­
tant towns for his supplies . 

Mr. K . entered upon the improvement of thi s land, 
al~d, although "clouds of difficulty obsc ured hi s star of 
prosperity," he relied on his faith and brou ght all hi s 
energy to bear upon his enterpri ses, and nobly fou ght 
the vicissitudes which accompa nied him and sits to-

admitted as a State, an d settled near C henoa, in 
M c Lean County. H ere Mrs. K . was reared and 
educated. Her" palacl: " school-room had" mother 
earth" for a noor, a nd th e open door for a window. 
The schola rs studied their lessons on the" loud" plan, 
a nd the louder they s tudied the more they were sup­
posed to learn . When she was 18 yea rs of age, her 
pa rents came to thi s State and settl ed in Ingham 
Coun ty, and they were th e third fa mily to settle in 
the county. Mrs. K inter's life has been spent in true 
pion eer style. She was born in th e pioneer d ays of 
M cLean Co., IlL, and spent her girlhood amon g the 
first settlers of that county. Coming to Ingham Co., 
thi s State, she spent her womanhood amOl,g its ear­
ly pioneers; and even now, while enjoying the com­
fo rts of plenty, she looks hack upon the past with many 
pl easant recollections. 

Mr. and M rs. K . a re the father and mother of three 
children: William H ., born Nov. 2I, 1842, married 
Emily White , and is th e present proprietor of the hotel 
at Salt Ri ver ; J ames M ., ho rn Au g. I, 1844, married 
M iss Clara M cF arren, a nd now resides in Coe Town­
ship, this county; Mary J., born Nov. 9, 184[, died 
F eb. II, 1865 . 

Mrs. K. is identified with the R egular Baptist 
Church . 

Mr. K. is a R epublican in politics , and has been 
honored with the office o f Highway Commissioner, 
J ust ice of the P eace, and oth er minor offices of hi s 
T ownshi p. 

day in the sunshine of happiness and plenty. -:tw~ 

Mr. K. gave one of his sons Ro ac res of la nd a nd ,_ 7(j~:- ohn Yarnell, fa rmer on section 22, Coe 
another 120 acres, ef)ualizin g the difft.:rence with a ' f Township, is a son of Jesse a nd Elizabeth 
moneyed conside ration . , .t,"'4, (Schneider) Ya rnell, natives of P ennsyl-

In 1882 Mr. Kinter sold the remall1l11g 120 ac res ?~ ~.': ' va ni a, an d was born in the Keystone State, 
in Coe Townshil) to hi s \loun gest so n, a nd purchased -1, A 'I 8 H . d I t J I pn 22, I 32. e receive a n e emt!n a ry 
40 acres on section 1 I, Lincoln T o wn ship, o n which ed uca tion in private sc hool~ , a nd a t the age of 
he and the sha rer of his toil s and trial s in th e past 17 l: ngaged to learn .the carpenter and joiner's trade, 
have settled for a life, time in the enjoy ment of th e a t which he has s ince worked, in connection with 
CXlmforts surroundin g them. fa rmin g. He has built 58 barns and 20 houses . 

. Mr. Kinter was united in marriage, April 1 1, 1839, H e remained in P ennsylvania until the spring of 
1I,lh Miss Jane Lee. She was horn near C henoa, 1876, when he came to Isabella Co'unty, and bought 
McLean Co., III., D ec. I, 1819- H er pa rents were 40 acres in Coe T ownship. He has of thi s 30 acres 
Henry and Betsy (M eech) Lee, natives of New York im proved . 
and of Irish descent. The father was a fann er by He was married in C ra wford Co., Pa., March 2, 
occupation and moved into Illinois prior to its hein g IRS3' to Sarah, d aughter of G eorge and Margaret 
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V~) --
~( (Helmholtz) H oll ah a ugh, n a tives of l'enll sy l v: tIli a. 

,.r< M IS . Y. was bo rn in the K eysto ne Stat e , in liehru:llY, 
!: !)j 
::l~ 1834. She and h e r husband have had nim: c hildren, 
T seven of whom s urvive : M a ry A., William H ., M a r-

'.r") garet J., George W ., E ll en, Emma E. a nd Ida R. 
The two others di ed in infa ncy . 

M r. Y. is politi call y a N a ti ona l. H e and wife a re 

memuers of th e United Bre thre n C hurc h. 

, . .......f:'~~~~;'-z...!-i'-
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ichael Dalton, fa rm e r 0 11 sec ti on 13, Ve r-
, , non T o wnsh ip, was ho rn in Ireland, in 

( ~~j,~,\ - Au gust, 1::145 , a nd los t hi s fath e r wh e n 
'W>" • .'1 '\ thre c ycars old . Fivc yea rs latcr hc CUIIC 

to Anleri ca with hi s 1lI0thc r. li<Jr tc n yea rs he 

li vcd ill On ta ri(l , allli th e il, hav in g I.ecolll c :In 
orpha n, he WC.lt to Pc nn sy lvania. lie work cd inth c 

min cs and woods in M c Kean a nd Elk Co untics (l ne 

year, an ll was thcn clllployed fo r fiv e ycars in th c 

wood s (If Minnesota. Nc xt , h t' fo llo wcd farIn i)) ~ Ii II· ~ i x 

yc a rs in th e Rl'd Riv e r Va ll ey . III Ilccellllwr, 1:-17:-1, 
he canle t(l Mi c hi gall and h()1I ght 1 (,0 acrcs (III se t;­

tio n 13, Ve rn o n, partly im proved. 

Hc was married J a n 7, Ji~ 7 4, to Miss Cath t:rin e 

I'urkill, who was born in O ntari o, in M a rc h, , SSG. 
S he is th e mother o f fiv e childn.: n, as fo llo ws: J ohn 

H., horn April 22, 187S ; J a m es R, Jan. 29, 1877; 
Frank D., June 4, 1879 ; I-:dwin M ., Nov. 22 , 11->83 ; 
a nd one whi c h di ed in illfa ncy. 

M r. Dalton is a R c puhli can, and is prese llt Schoo l 
Treasure r. He an(l wifc a rc Catholics . 

~~~~~~~-+-
~:;)0t">f',f 

~ .Cl l? i~l~am H .. Wonch, farlHe.roll ~e<:li{)1l :' ( :{)e 
~ Jlln lown s hl]', IS a son o f l-ra nc lS and Cath a­
·G ·~~;l.'/cf.' 
~ P'f rinc (C amphell) Wo nc h . The fat her w:!s 

. horn in St. ( :ath a rill e 's, ( :alla<ia, a lld t he 1110-

ther lVas also a native of ( :a n:ula. They re-

silled in that Dominio ll until hc r d eath , whi c h 

occurrcd Aug. 2 , 18Go. Th c fath er thcn cam e to 

Sanilac County, thi s Sta te , allll the nce to lS :lhe ll a 
County, wh e rc he livcd 10 years. I [e then wcnt to 

Saginaw, whe re h e dicd, in 11->82. Their famil y COIll­

prised four sons a nd fiv e dau ghters, Willi :1I11 J r. he­
i II g t he eldest one o f thc IIi li e. 

He was !Jo rn at SI. Cha rl es, Call ., Jul y 3", 1 :-I:n , 

a nd resid ed in C.anada until 21, a ttending the 

school a nd wor.kln g o n th e fa rm. In the fall of 
h c cam e to tillS county a nd took up 200 

(; ove rnment la nd o n sections 21 and 22, Coe 

ship. This la nd he did not occupy howe . . . ,~~ 
eight yea rs later h e sold It. He returned to 

soon a ft e r his first visit to Isabella County, but 
pe rm a n ently . H e soon came once more to 
county, a nd bought 80 ac res on section '3, to 
h e h as sin ce ad d ed 80 ac res on section 9. He 
in a ll 80 acres improved. 

H e was m a rri ed in C anada, July 2, 

M cli nd a, d a ughte r of Rollc rt and Christine 
II c r) Nutt, nati vcs o f Am e rica :111(1 (;ennany 

iv\: ly. Mr. a III I M rs. Nllt.t. liv ed several yean 
th cir Illarriagc in th e Sta te of New York, and 
rl: IIl () Ved to Eas t Mi ssouri , (>xford Co., where 

li \'ed uutilthe ir dca th . lie diell July 13, 1865, 
she No v. 22 , I X7 3. M rs. Wonch was born in 
ad :l, :\u g. 23, IX:n . Ei ght children born to Mr. 
\'T rs. W. SllrVI VC : Rol.(:rt 11., William A., 
li r:.I ... is I:, (\Iie ·c IVI., 1.lllIlali I .. , 

II()w:ml K 

the 

... ,. , II " tt' 

~r~ l on. John W. Hance, Senator from the 

;';J~<, ..•• ·4 Di stri c t of Mi c hi gan, was horn Aug. 2, 

~ "ri. a t M a rcn go, Mo rrow Co., Ohio. His 
~ a nce stors were (; c rlll:ln (lu :lkers, who 

t a n ea rl y p·; riod of th e history of AlIleriea 
J ersey. Ilis fa lher, Adam I lance, was 

Kno x Co.,. (Ihio, in F chru a ry, IX-, there altai 

ma n 's esta te a nd m a rri ed M a ry A. ~1urris()n. 
a na ti ve of th e B uckcye State a nd descended 

W d s h :llI Ce;sto rs . Five sons and a daughter 

ceased) co nst itllted th e issue of this lInion. 
th e fa mily re l1loved to Mic hi gan and settled 

IJc ll a County, wh e re they hecallle identified 

ag ri c ultural cleme nt. The sons are all 

ranners a nd landhollie rs in thi s COUllty. 

M r. I ran cc is the third son of his parents. 

had fa ir edll c:.tiolla l ad vanLl) . .(e s in his native 

a nd d evelopcd ra pidl y, in ea rly youth, in 
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h He grew up under the influences of the 

gro~ ' of" storm and stress " which pn.:cedeu the 
~~I r Morrow County lay in the direct route of 
CIVI wa, 

f gees from Southern bondage, and the father 
the re 1I 

d randfather of Mr. Hance were agents of one of 
an ~ations of the" Underground Railroad.' That 
the s , C I. ' " • I . I in" Uncle Tom s aull1 wlllC 1 portrays Will 
scene . 
• ' ·ta'.le power the depth of feehn g and hatred of 
1011111 u , 

ression in the breasts of those who lent everyfas-
O?fance to the fleeing victims of the slave clement, 
SIS .. d I ' I . d' .. as a daily repetition un er 115 0 )servatlon, a n Im-
bued him with the earnestn ess of purpose a nd de-
'sion of character which a re hi s predominatin g 

:aits. He passed the years of his minority in the 
discharge of the duties pertainin g to his nonage , anu 
at the expiration of that period engaged in teaching, 
which vocation he followed s ix year" The char­
actef of the work he performed in the sparsely peo­
pled districts where he labored, made hi s value 
known to the leading men of IsaLella County, and to 
his faithful and laborious as well as able efforts, he 
owes the position to which he attained in the early 
years of his manhood. In January, 1875, he ente red 
upon the duties of Deputy County Clerk and R egister 
of Deeds, to which position he had been appointed 
by Joel c. Graves, who had been el ected to that 
two-fold office in the fall of 187 4. Th e circum­
stances of the appointment of Mr. Hance POSSl! SS a 
curious interest: He made a vi sit to Mt. Pleasant 
previous to the commencement of another term of 
school, for which he had engaged. Cha nce threw 
him in the way of Mr. Graves, to whom he was in­
troduced Ly a mutual friend. Mr. Graves remarked : 
.. I am glad to see you, a nd I am reminded th at I 
had a singular dream last night, in which I was offi­
ciating in the duties of the offi ce to which I have 
been elected, with you as my depu ty; and I propose 
to m~,ke it reali ty, Ly tenderin g yOLl the a ppoint­
ment. Mr. Hance acce pted the offL!f and has ten ed 
to release himself from his e ngage ment. In 1876 he 
was elected to succeed Mr. Graves, who removed to 
Brownsville, Col., a nd in 1878 was again elected. 

In the fall of 1882 he was placed in nomin a'j on 
on the RepuLlican ticket for Senator from thi s Dis­
trict, which includes Isabella, Gratiot, Midland a nd 

Clare Counties. He made a most gratifying rtlll, re­

ceiving a majority of 700 votes over the Fusion can­

didate. He did effective servIce in behalf of local 

and gen era l inlerests, and was Chairman of Cum­
mittee on Sta te PuLlic School. He was also mem­
LeI' of CO lllmittees on Can als and River and H arLor 
Improve ments, on Ba nks and In co rporatio ns, and on 
Fed eral R elations. Among the important hills intro­
duced by Mr. H a nce was that whic h constituted the 
offi ce of Sta te Agent for the P uulic School at Cold­
water, a measure whose practical uenefit has already 
proven the wi sdom of its instigators. 

On hi s removal to Mt. Pleasant Mr. Hance in­
terested himself in tran saction s in real- es ta te and in 
lumber tra ffi c, continuing the management o f hi s farm 
of 1.60 acres of land, adjoinin g the vill age . H e has 
continu ed his operations in those a venues until he 
has largely extended his connection s and scope, and 
is o ne of the substanti al a nd prominent Lusiness 
men of the county. Associated with Mr. Devereaux, 
in 1883 he built one of the larges t a nd fin est brick 
blocks in Mt. Pl easant. It is 45 x 90 feet in size, two 
sto ri es above the basement, a nd is utilized as stores 
and offi ces. H e is one of the s tockholders in the 
Lankin g house of Brown, H arris & Co., a t Mt. Pleasant. 

'--ohn B. Walton (deceased), la te farme r on 
section 4, Coc T ownship, was born ill Ma-

O)[,"'~ comb Co., Mich ., Nov, 30, 1833. Losing 
hi s mother whe n q uite yo un g, he remain ed 
with hi ·; fa the r six yea rs lo nger, a nd th en for 

ten years hl! worked at farmin g by the month. 
In the fall of 1855 he came to l sauell a County a nd 
took up 160 ac res under the Graduation Act. He 
bllilt a log sha nty and Legan clearin g his land, 
" keeping bach" for thr.:e years,' 

H e was ma~ried Ja n. 10, 1858, to Miss Artemisia , 
daughter of F rede ri ck and Anna (Watkin s) Blo unt, 
nati yes of th e State of New York. Mrs. Walton was 
born in Troy, Oakla nd Co. , Mich., ])ec. 3 1, 18.)4, 
a nd is the mother of six childre n, as follows: Mina, 
born Sept. 16, 1860 (wife of Miles AbLott, and mother 
of on e child, H nel, born J an. 23, 1884); Fred, April 
8, 1862 (m arri ed to'Lilli a n V ining, and fa ther of one 
d a ughter, Mina, horn June 12, Il~82 ) ; Perry, July 
2(" Ii~(jr. ; Charles, Ike. 15, IXM,; Fr:ulk, .lIllIe 2, 

1874 : Willard, July IS , IX7X. 
Mr. W, disposed of 1'0 ac res of his fa rill , and a t 
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the time of his death, June IS, 1879, the entire 80 in the settlement of the arbitrary claims of the 
acres remaining had been reduced to a system of of New York. Jonas B. Partridge, Son of 

~ scientific tillage. He was a man who stood excep- was hom Nov. 25,1795, in theGreenMo t' 
~ tionally high in his community. He was for three Dr D Scott I' ·t·u I· un aln I . . . - ar n ge was Jam In 1827 in 

years Road Commission p.r. burg, N. Y., and died as stakd, two and one 
We take pleasure in presenting Mr. Walton's por- months before the birth of his son. 

trait to our readers, on a previous page. 

Scott Partridge, cashier in the banking 

,_; ' <J .• "t~ house of Hicks, Bennett & Co., at Mt. 
J~ ";) Pleasant, ,~asLorn Oct. G, 18sr, in Pratts-

f
ii.; burg Township, Steuhen Co, N. Y. I [is fa­

other, I). Scott Partridge, M. D., was a gradllate of 
Geneva (N. Y.) College, and a physician of marked 

alJility, with every promise :Jf a successful career in 
his practice; but his death, almost at the beginning of 
his life of active usefulness, alike put an end to his 
prospects and the hopes of his friends. He died 
July ZZ, 1851, aged Z4 years. The mother, Fanny 
( Weld) Partridge, was next to the you ngest in the order 
of birth in a family of 14 children. She is a native 
of Steuuen Co., N. Y., and resides at "B1ooel's," a vil­
age in that county situated on the Rochester Divis­
ion of the Erie Railroad. 

The ancestral line of the Partridge family is of un-
mixed British origi n. Burke states that the first of 
the nali1e was Robert Partridge, the Norman, a man 
()f v ~t1or who received the borough of Malden for his 
sl:rvices in the war between Mr.tilda and Stephen of 
Blois, in 18'37. William Partridge, the earliest ances-
tor who settled on this continent, came from Ber­
wick-on-the-Tweed, Scotland, and settled in Hartford, 
COlln., about 163G, going later on, with a pioneer col­
OilY, to Hadley, Mass., from whom cOllles the direct 
lille of descent. He was the progenitor of a pos­
terity that in every gelleration sustained the honor of 
the patronymic anu with one or two exceptions reach­
ed distinction. They intermarried with the Dudleys, 
Cottons, Haynes and Wylys, families of New Eng-

~ land, whose connection with the settlement of that J section is il)separa~le from its history, and whose de­
'~r sf'en<lant'l located 111 Massachusetts, going thence to 

~
~ Vennont, whl:re the earliest traceable lineal llescend­

ant of the family referred to in this sketch, Joseph 
Partridge, was born, Oct. I X, 17 G3. the ye:H Illade 
memorable IJY the aUlllinistrntion of the "beach real" 

~J~~~---~--~~ 

Mr. Partridge, of this sketch, attended the Wlmn..­
schools of his native county until he was 1J 
old, when he came to Marshall, Calhoun Co 
making the trip alone. He entered the Hii;h' 
there, where he studied one year. He ret ed 
1

. . urn 
liS natIve State and became a student at the 
Academy, where he remained a pupil about 
mOllths. On leaving that institution, he went to 
keepsie and entered upon a course of comnllerdlii 
study in Eastman's Business College, where he 
graduated April z, 18G8. He returned to his 
county and passed the next two years in varied 
ployment. In October, 1870, he began to read 
unde.r the instructions of Butler & Parkhill, atJ'on.­
at Liberty, Steuben County. He was admitted 
practice in the State Courts of New York in the 
preme Court at Syracuse un the 8th day of 
1874. He first engaged in practice with his 
preceptors, and in the spring of 18740penedan 
independently at Hornellsville, where he re~llaiDII 
until December of the same year, when he came 

Mt. Pleasant. He arrived on the Joth day of 
month and at once established his business, 
continued to manage alone until April I, 1878. 
was elected Justice of the Peace in t\pril, 1875, 
has held the incumbency ever since. On the lint 
April, dl78, he formed a partnership with the 
J. A. Fancher and Peter F. Dodds, firm style 
Dodds (\: Partridge. This firm, after carrying on 
heaviest and most successful law business in 
county for ,8 months, terminated by lllutual 
and Mr. ·Partridge operated singly until the lint 
April, [88z, at which date he became associated 
William I. Cutler, in the management of a re2LI-4!:sbllll 
loan and collection office, under the firm name 
Partridge & Cutler. This relation wa" in eX.istllll 
until Dec. ',1883. On the 9th of January, 188 .... 
assulT.ed the·duties of his present position. 

On his accession thereto he received the 
testimolllais from the local press at Mt. 
published in January, 1884: 

"D. Scott Partridge is now 
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===:= & Co's bank. He is in e very way capaule of 
Benne . k . I I'" . the position, and will ma e a pOpll a r cas lIer. 
filhng f D S IJ 'd h leasant countenance 0 . colt art n ge, 
"T e. P now to be seen in Hicks, Ben ne tt & Co's han k 
Esq., IS . . 

hier We think the bank made a wise c hOI ce 
as cas· . H ' I ' 1. '1' . 
• selecting Mr. Partridge. IS )USlness aul Ity IS 
~, integrity unquestioned, and he is respected by 

every one." .. . 
Mr. Partridge is an adhere nt of the pnnci plesof th e 

Democratic element in .his P?litical . affi li a tiol1i; ... H e 
has been prominently Identified With local poll ti cs, 

having served his part~ as d elegate to cOl~nty an~ 
State con ventions, and In 1878 was placed 1\1 n0I111-
nation for Representa tive. He has also held the 
office of County Superintend ent o f th e Poor, a nd been 
the incumbent of other local positions by a ppointmel1t. 
In 1878-9 he discharged the duties of Village Clerk 
of Mt. Pleasant. He is prominent in M ason ic cir­
cles, and is serving his sixth term as Master of Wabon 
Lodge, No. 305, at Mt. P leasant. On his last re-elec­

tion, Dec. 12, 1883, the Nort/nues/erll Tribune Jlub­
lished the following: "At the a nnual elec tion of of~i · 

cers of Wabon Lodge, No. 305, F. & A. M .. , a large 
nnmber of the brethren were presen t , and D. Sco tt 
Partridge was re-elected M aster, after which he was 
presented with a bea utiful silver water service. Bro. 
S. C. Brown made the presentation speech, which by 
request is herewith published. The presenta tion was 
acomplete surprise to the Master. 

"Wortl,y Brother: I have been accorded th e dis· 
tinguished honor, by the brethren of Wabon Lo;'ge, of 
presenting to you a token, not only of their respect for 
your personal character and gentlemanly courtesy 
toward your brt:thren of the craft, but of their appre­
ciation of your valuabl t: services during th e six years 
you have presided in the E ast. They have not 
failed to recognize the fact that YOllr ad ministra· 
tion during all these years has made a very 
marked improvement in the a ffairs of the lodge. 
They remember that when you assumed s upreme 
commal,d, the lodge was not only tln;}ncially 

embarrassed, but in ma ny other respects was incum­
bered with a heavy debt that had been steadily 
accumulating, and no proper effort being made for its 
li~uidation . ." ." '" '" '" My brothe r, I trust tha t you 
Will not consider that I am indulging in ful some flat­
tery When I make the statement that under your mas­
ter hand the dehts of I he lodge have ;:111 bcc ll pa id, 
new furnitllfl: bought, a splendid lodge rOOl1l proviJ-

ed an d money in th e treasury. Apprecia tin g, th ere­
fore, your hon esty o f purpose a nd purity o f cha racte r, 
and your s trict integ rity ill th e discharge of the a rdll­
ous duties of your offi ce, the brothers of thi s lodge 
have Llt: lega ted to me th e pleasing task o f presenting 
to you this silvt:r set. Its ste rlin g purity will relllilld 

YUlI that your brothers prese nt it to YOll as an emblem 
ofthc Jlurity ofpllr[>ose which has marked evt:ry offi­
cial act of yours whik yo u have presided in th e 
E as t." 

Mr. Partridge also belongs to Mt. Pl easant Cha pter, 
No. r I r, Royal Arch Masons, whi ch he was largely 
in strum ental in o rgan izi ng, and to St. Bernard Com. 
mandery, Knights T em plar, No. 16, station ed a t 
East Saginaw. H e made the pilgrimage to San 
Francisco, in August, 1883, in connection with the 
Michigan Grand Commandery, on th e occasion of the 
holdin g of the 22d Triel1ni al Conclave of the Grand 

Encampment of th e United State s. 
His residence is a fine bllilding, with tasteful 

grounds, including six lots. H e owns b.;:sides, abou t 
three acres within the co rporation, which was platted 
in I X80 under the name uf" jJartridge's Addition." 

He also owns building lots in other parts of th e vil­
Iagt:, six acres of valuable lanll joining the village, be­
sides valuable farm lands in th e county. 

He was married June 28, 1876, a t Avoca, Steub en 
Co., N . Y., to Mary E., daughter of Albert T. and 
Eli/.abe.th Parkh ill. She was born Nov. 18, 1856, at 
Howanl, Steuben Co., N. Y. Fannie, ollly child, 

was born Sept. 11, 1877, a t I'lcasant. 
Mr. Partridge is a gentleman of active, ambitious 

temperament, keenly alive to all the laudahle ent er­
prises common to the you ng m en of his generation . 
He h as been in the pas t zealousl y interested in the 
science of music, a nd when but J 9 years of age or­
ganized a band at Cohocton, N . Y., of which he was 
musical conductor two yea rs . During hi s residence at 

Horne1isville, h e was the leader of the band at tha t 
place. H e a lso organized and obtained the equip­
Illents of the Opera HOllse Band at Mt. Pleasant , ill 
1881, o f which he was the instructor and kader. He 
has been interes ted in th e ga llle of base ball at Mt. 
Pleasant, and h as been th e chief of every cbb 
organized a t this place until 1883, when his health 
prevented his joining th e company. H e is a stockhold­
er in the Mt. Pleasant Driving Park, and was its first 
Presiden t.. lJ e was slIbseqll ent Iy re-electcd to the 
salin; positioll. 
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The career of Mr. Partridge has been marked frolll 
first to last with the element that h,l~ become the true 
type of American character,-a laudable ambition 
to make the most of an opportunity and wrest from 
circumstances their best possibilities . 

homas W. Walton, blacksmith, resident on 
section 5, Wise Township, was born Jan. 
17, 1857, in Canada. His parents, Thomp. 

son and Mary (Elgie) Walton, were ;)atives of 
England and emigrated to Canada, where the 
mother died, at the age of 73 . The father died 

at Loomis, this county, aged 82. 
Mr. Walton attended the common schools of the 

Dominion until he was I7 years old, when he was 
apprenticed for three years to learn the traue of a 
blacksmith. rIe came to Miuland County in 187G 
and was in his brother's employ two years, working as 
a blacksmith. He was similarly employeu at Cole­
man for two years, and in r 877 came to I sabella 
County and bought out a shop in Loomis, where he 
operated five years. In 1883 he took possession of 
140 acres of land on section 5 and 6, of which he 
had become the owner some time previous. On this 
he has since continued to reside and combines the 
callings of blacksmith and agriculturist. He is a 
Republican in political principles and has officiated 
two years as Township Treasurer, one year as High­
way Commissioner, and was Deputy Sheriff 18 
months. 

Mr. Walton's marriage with Minerva Baker oc­
curred J unf! 6, 1877. Her parents, August and 
Mary Baker, were natives of Germany. Mrs. Wal­
ton was born in Canada. She and her husb;,) nd arc 
both members of the Presbyterian Church. 

. -t I 4 o_l ...... ~~o • I ,- ~ 

., ~Ohn C. ]~eaton, attorney at law, Mt. l'leas­
""" ant, was born Oct. 18, dl48, in Port Rowan, 

,\ Ont. He is a son of John T. and Eliz­
abeth (White) Leaton. His father was for 
lIlany years extensively engaged in lumbering 

in Canada and Michigan, and is yet doing a 

large business in the same line in Mississippi, but 

M r. Leaton, our subject, was placed in St. 
College, in Montreal, at the age of /2 years' 
. . . h . d' , tn 
institution e remall1e until /8 years of ag e. 
five-years course of study gave him a 
classical education. His parents moved to 
in 1855, and John C. entered the law office of 
Webber & Smith, under whose efficient tutel 
rapidly advanced in legal knowledge. Afte~ 
years spent with this firm, he entered the La 
partment of the University of Michigan a~ 
Arbor, at which institution he was gradu~ted 
honor, after taking a six-months course. 
in the spring of 1870, he returned to Saginaw 
entered the office of Gaylord & Hanchett, 
where he remained one year. In 187 f, he 
law office in the village of Mt. Pleasant, 
engaged in buying and selling real estate. 

To say that Mr. Leaton has been very suc:ceMi 
in business only partially expresses what the 
really means, for his successes have been the 
much of the enterprise and improvement 
characterize this prosperous village. His col~nectil 
with many prominent cases before the Courts of 
county and elsewhere have given him a fine 
lion as a lawyer, which is second to none amon, 
members of the Isabella County Bar. He has 
a number of terms in an official capacity in thil 
!age, and was President of the Board in 1877. 
management of the Flint & Pere Marquette 
have recognized in him an efficient attorney, 
secured his services in several important suitl; 
he is their attorney at present. He was one 01 
members organizing Brown, Harris & Co's Bank, 
is now largely interested in the general banking 
ness of that company. He is also the senior 
ber of the firm of Leaton & Upton, lumber 
who own the large mill formerly operated by 
Pickard & Upton, whic!l does the principal 
facturing husiness of this place. Forty men are 
ployed hy the firm, and the manufacturing 
of their mill is 55,000 feet per diem. 

The firm of Brown & Leaton also 

resides in Memphis, Tenn. . terest in Bennett's Addition. 
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==--======== = = === f= I='= 1 . ill the f,~ll of d\56 and came to Isabella County with ~ \~ I engaged in has been success u III a )USI- " 0 
Leaton las , d I k l' I . tl ' t'1111 '1 llis faillily, consisting of his wife and six children, . t f view an le ran s llg I III le es , -
~ess ~o\n ~omJl1uI~ity, as a careful and upright. man, and his household effects and provisions. T -he jour- ~;~. 
lion 0 tIe. erity is e([ualed only by his liherality ney to Saginaw fWIIl Jefferson County was made by,' 

",hose prosp . I 11'·1 w.ater. Mr. Fraser bough,t a. team.at S. aginaw a.lld I~ ' gy in prol11ot111g t 1<: PU) IC goou. 
and ~"er rri 'lge to Stella L. Gaylord, of Saginaw, oc- Imed three others to convey hiS famIly and goods to 

1'1I~ I;;. '5 1878. They are the parents of two their destination. They were obliged to cut the road 
cur

re
. t e~~ti:lg children-both daughters ; I-I;elen they traversed for a distance of 50 miles. He had 

very 111 er d J 0 '88 previousl)' outained a claim of 320 acres in Chip-bo May 2 9 1880, all uanna, ct. I, I 3· 
was rn , , . G 01' It· pewa Townshi[), on section 3 I. At the date of the Leaton was born In eneva, 110, ler paren s 
Mrs. ( k' ) G I d I)Urchase it was all dense forest, but is now in emi-. Harvey and Stella At InS av or . 
belOg . nently creditable and valuable condition. It com-

prises 320 acres of land in a finely improved state, 
with two sets of farm buildings. The orchards con-
tain the best assortments of fruit, and altogether the 

'< ohn Fraser, retired farmer a nd one of the f h d t 
place i5 one of the finest types 0 tea vancemen 

"c earliest settlers in Isabella County, residing 'of aariculture in Isabella County within the last 3
0 

.. ;11\ ~ at M t. Pleasan t, \vas born A.ttg. J 6, J 8 I 9, n 

, H' y~~ 
in WatertowlI, Jefferson Co., N. Y. IS parents When Mr. Fraser settled in Chippewa, the town-

were Adkins and Mary (Richmond) Fraser, and ship contained but five other families. He cleared 
were natives respectively of Massachusetts and a small "patch" of ground and prepared to erect 

Rhode Island. The mother was born in 17 83 and log huildings. The entire white male population of £ 
died in 1867, in Michigan, aged 84 years. The fath er two townships, including e leven men, came to the = 
was one year older and died in 1853, in the State of Tlising. Mr. Fraser built the first frame barn in the ~;1. 
New York. county, in the spring of 1857. There was no saw-mill ~ 

Mr. Fraser was brought up on a farm and rc::ceived , in the county, and the braces and girths were hewed ~ 
a common school education. He left home at the with the broad-ax. The boards in the doors and floors 
age of 20 years to begin life on his own responsi- of his house were hewn in the same manner. The log 
bility. His first venture of any importance was in house of his first building is sti ll standing on the 
the matrimonial line. He was married Dec. 3 [, 184 I , place. The prod ucts of the farm found ready mar-
at Watertown, N. V, to Sylvia Ferris. She was born ket among the lumbermen, and everything com-
in 1822, in Permelia Township, Jefferson County, manded prices which to-day seem fabulous. Mr. 
and is the daughter of Alexander and Rebecca Fer- Fraser has sold hay for $80 per ton, corn at $I.5 0 
ris. Mr. and Mrs. Fraser have had six children, as per bushel, and wheat at $2 ,50. The nearest milling \c 
follows: JulIa (deceased) was the wife of Franklin point was Matherton, on Fish Creek, in Ionia County, 
Cushway, a printer, now resident at Saginaw City; 50 miles distant. The thoroughfares ~ere. mostly /' 
Elizabeth, deceased; Lepha is the wife of Wm . H. trails, or the poorest roads, and a grist of about 

Saxon, owner of the stage route from Gladwin to 20 bushels of grain cost a week's travel under the 
Loomis; Richmond is managing the fami ly homestead most perplexing circumstances. Provisions were 
in Chippewa Township; Mary, wife of John Doods, brought from Sagin"w in canoes on the river. The 
is also residing there; Franklin was killed on the first marriage in Isabella County took place in 1858 
farm by a stroke of lightning, in J 87 t; Ella is the or I 8S 9, in Coe Township. 

wife of Stephen Potter, and resides with her father at Mr. David Foutch married a daughter of William 

\ 
I 

Mt. Pleasant. .. Bowing. The ceremony was performed in the ab-
Soo ~ n after marri:tge, M r. Fraser bought 58 ac res of sence of the hride's parents! and the J usti~e of th.e ~"p 

land in Hounsfield Township, Jefferson COllnty, and Peace, Willard Stewart, receIved a coon-skin. f?r hIS 
afterwards increased his real estate by the purchase fee. Within Mr. Fraser's memory, the condItIon ?f " 
of 48 acres adjoining. the entire acreage constituting the country and the trails from the effects of ram 
'd~sirabl~ and valuable farm , He sold \h~ property and other causes made travel impossible, and star-

~~~~---~~~:'-'-~~~(:~'UU-%DU~)lz9 ~ ~~I({~~~ 
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~ vation seemed inevitable. Atone time, when he hau was Tax Collector of his towllship three years 
(11)) $1,0~0 in guld in his house, he was uhliged to shave Township Treasurer three years. Politically h 
.~ corn from' the ear with a jack plane in order to obtain strictly independent. He and wife are liberal i e 
T food; and grinding corn and wheat in coffee-mills religious views, but incline toward the Baptist

n 

was a c01111110n affair. A vol lime cO llIJ be filled with 

o . ~. = = 
';<.>-~ .. = = 
'.~' 

sucl~ detail within his own experience. 
In the eaJiier years of his resiJenu; in J sahella 

County he practiced law and cunducll:J numerous 
lo'~al cases arising from the emergencies of the times. 
He ~as elected the first Prosec uting Attorney uf 
Isali'ella County, uut did not llualify fur the of lice, 
his farm requiring his unJi vided attelltiun. He 
served one term as Justice of the Peace, with great 
reluctance. He retired to Mt. Pleasant in I X7 C), 

where he owns a house and lut on Franklin Street. 
He is a Democrat in his political connectiuns. 

The portraits of .Mr. and Mrs. Fraser appear on 
other pages. 

Mich., where he died. The muther died in 
the State of Illinois, at a later period. Their family 
consisted of three sons and one daughter, William ue­
ing the youngest son. 

He was born in Ireland, Aug. 4, 18 I 8, and when 18 
years old, left the Emerald Isle with his parents for 
America. He lived with them until 27 years old. 

<'~~ Going to Vermont, he was for two years employed 
,~,-) on a railroad, and then he returned to Hillsdale 

. ~ County, this State, to engage in agriculture. In No­
.:vember, 1857, he came to Isabella County, and lo­
cated on 160 acres in Cue Township, which he had 
purchased three years previous, and where he has 
since resided. 

He was married ill Canada, May 6, IS45, to Mary, 

t
~ daughter of Robert and Ann (Leach) Shepll'~rd, na~ 

tives of England. Mrs. Adams was also uorn in 
":,1, England, Sept. 22, 1824. She and her husband 

have been the parents of nine children, five of 
)~ whom survive: Mary A., William Eo, Oliver H., John 
(@) F. and Wellsley W. The deceased children are 
'-,.. Matilda J., Eliza n., Lydia E. and David R. Mr. A. 

~}'~ 
g"\§})<~ .. ~,,@}----~ 

~ '"':~Ieorge Abram Dusenbury, banker 
: . ' express agent, Mt. Pleasant, was bom 

" 21, 1845, at Marshall, Calhoun Co ., 
He is the son of John and Elizabeth 
I>IlSelll>ury, natives of Broome Co., N. Y. 
father was born in ISI5, and grew to 

in the place of his nativity, where he enl~qecl 
mercantile pursuits, and in 1836, after his 
removed to Marshall, Mich. He prosecuted 
business of a merchant in that city until his 
which occurred May 18, 1857. His remote 
tors were Hollanders. George's mother came of 
lish parentage, and now resides with her chilldlreD 
Mt. Pleasant. Five sons and three daughters 
in the above family, four of whom are living. 
were born ir. the following order: Frank, 
Ellen, Harper, George, Edgar, William and 
The oldest son was a Paymaster in the U 
States N,avy, during the progress of the civil 
and is now deceased. 

Mr. Dusenbury received a common-school 
tion, at Marshall, and, at the age of 16 years, 
Kalamazoo, Mich., where he became accountant 
the employment of E. n. Walbridge, a miller 
grain merchant of that city, where he 
nearly a year. He obtained a situation in the 
offices of the United States and American 
Com panies at Bloomington, Ill., where he openilOl 
year, and was called thence to the office 
"American" al Chicago, where he officiated four 
as corresponding clerk. In 1866 he went to . 
nati, and was there interested in the organization 
establishment of the City Express Company. 
end of a year he sold out and went to the 
New York, where he again entered the employ 
" American," and continued his connection with 
interests until the fall of 1876, when he 
Michigan. He located at Homer, Calhoun 
and associated himself in commercial business 
C. J. Murray, under the firm style of 
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== The relation existed until the sprin g came to La peer Co. , Mi ch., and lived until M:y~ .:~ 
Dusenbury. 1880, when he mad e hi s last move, coming to I sabella '<I' 

~IP~. . ~ 
The death of hIs brother Fra nk, whIch took pl ace Coun ty and hu ying 00 acres in Coe T ownship, where h.~~ • 
... ·t Pleasant in January, 1880, s llmmoned Mr. is hi s present home. He has abo ut 30 ac res under T 

at In . . 'd d 1 l ' I'ury hither HIs WI owe mot Icr a ne sI ster c ulti vation. G 
Dusenu ' . . . 

d 
oved here a year prevIous, a nd he deemed It He was married in Lapee r COUllty, Aug. 8, 1840, 

ha m . 
dient to locate here, as the CII'Cllmstanc:es of th e to R ebecca Robison, who was horn in the State of 

~:~lY required his personal attention; a~ld h,e ac- New York, Jul y 5, 18 '7 ' Of thi s marriage there have 
rdingly sold his business a t H omer to Ills p::A-tn er, been horn eight c hildre n,- Ellen R. , Tacy, Sarah, 

COd transferred his interests and family to Mt. Pl eas- Edward, Cynthia, William a nd G eorge. One died 
::1. His first business transactions were in the line in in fa ncy. 
of financial operation s~ in r.eal esta te an~ ~ther loans. Mrs. N, is in reli gious beli ef a n Adventi st. Mr. N. 
In 1881, associa ted WIth 111 5 bro:her Wilha m, he es- is politically a warm ])emocrat. 1" 
tablished his present business, which includes the 

perations common to private bankir, g institutions, __ .~-,_r.~~.Et=-::;.-_ 
o . ~ j.-~ 
and also lending on real estate. Mr. Dusenbury IS 

identified with the solid business interes ts of M t. 
Pleasant, and is the possessor of con siderable real 
estate in the village where he lives and in IsalJelb 
County. He built his residence in 188 [, and in the 
winter of 1884 the Dusenbluy Brothers erected a 
business block at Gladwin, in the county of the same 
name, where, in company with J. M. Shaffer, they 
established a trade in gene ral mercha ndise. Early in 
1884 they disposed of their sha re of the s tock and 
retained ownership of the real estate. 

Mr. Dusenbury was marri ed June 24, T 87 5, a t 
Evanston, Ill., to Ida S., daughter of Theodore a nd 
Jane (Stebbins) p erry. She was born Dec. r 4, d I50 , 
at Lacon, Ill., where her father was a me rchant for a 
score of years. Her mother is deceased. Three of 
four children born of thi s marri age are yet li v in ~ . 

Bessie was born Aug. 27, d l7G; Alla n '1' ., J a n. (i, 

1878, and Ross Butler, Nov. [0, 1879. Adele was 
born June 3, 188[ , and d ied Aug. 27, 1882. 

C. Ney, fa rmer on sectioJ1-3 0, Coe 
Township, is a son of John and Rebecca 
Ney, natives of Connecticut. The mother 

died in Van Buren, Onondaga Co., N. Y., a nd 
the father died in DeWitt, same cou nty. The 
subject of this notice was born in the State of 

Connecticut, Sept. 5, 1816, and was fOllf years old 
when his parents left Connecticut to live in New 
York. 

dgar W. Allen, fa rmer, section 17, Wise 
, T own shi p, was born in Ohio, M ar. 13, 1848 , 
, His parents, Samuel and Nancy A. (Doug­

lass) Allen, were nat ives of Vermont and Con­
necti cut respecti vely. They made their first lo­
cation afte r marri age in Northern New York , and 

afterwa rds in Ohio, where they passed many years in 
different localiti es. They came later in life to Gen­
esee Co. , M ich., where they remained about seven 
years. At th e expiration of that time they removed 
to Tuscola County, where the fa ther di ed , Jllly 3 r, 
I RGS. Th e mother is a n inmate of the home of her 
daughter in Fulto n Co., O hio, and is 86 years of age. 

M r. All en is the onl y son of hi s parents , a nd ac­
quired his ed ucat ion in the common schools of his 
native State prev ious to hi s re aching the age of T6 
years. At that period ' he came to Michigan. His 
father had Ill et with fin a ncial difficulti es, and the 
tio n became the main depe ndence of his parents, to 
whom he proved dutiful and loyal, repay in g them 
with large interest th e kind care he had received from 
them. At t l1 e de:tth of hi s father, hi s mother re tllrn-
ed to O hi o, where she now li ves. 

I) 
./ 
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I n th e; sp ri ng (If 187 I , M r. All e n calll e to Saginaw, 
M ich., whe re he in te rested him self in v;1fious OCC lI ­
pations for two yc:us . 1n the fall of d l7:\ he came to 9./ 
I sabell a County :tnd hought the property on which ~I 
he has sincc resided a nd labored . His la nd incl udes . 
80 acres, with 30 cleared and cllitivated. H e was . ,\ 
one of the pion eers of Wise T ownship, a nd has 
taken :tn ac tive interest in all mat te rs pertainin g to ~\) 

He then hi s -duties as a citizen. H e is of the :RepUbli can <' 
'--'3Ij~~>------::,,!~~-~~(:,U Ii ~ nn(~-~ .. «.,<'i-~r(.lI '~.!:f,i') I\.~J 

- • )l,Y, •• ~-~- -"': ' \ . "\~ -~~ 
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~ --
'! faith, and has officiated in most of the important 10· Co. F, 17th Mich. Vol. Inf.; and during his 
OJ cal o~ces. In August, 1883, he was al~poin~ed he was engaged in seven battles, among which 
·l . Supervisor to fill a vacancy caused by the resignation the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court-House and Cold 
f of James McLeod, of which office he is still the incul1l- Harbor. He was wounded at the last named I 

6 bent, having been re elected in the spring of 1884. and after nearly a year's confinement in the pace, 

I 
He has served as Highway Commissioner a year, and was honorably dischar!!ed July 18, 1865. 
has held the various school offices, among them School R eturning to Flint, Mich., he was employed 

I · I as Inspector. . s lIng e packer and afterwards as a sawyer i 
Mr. Allen was married in Genesee Co., Mich., Sept. shingle-mill, for four years. He then became 'a n 

I 9,1862, to Minerva A., daughter of Eden B. and fil e r, and was thus occupied until 1872, four years 
!1 Minerva (Bacon) Parker. She was born Aug. 25, the time being in the employ of Gov. Begole• 
~] 1846, in Livingston Co., N . Y. H er parents are the year named he came to this county, and "'"' ......... 
. : natives of Vermont. Maud M., Ruth S. , R alph C. as filer for Wilson Bros., of Vernon Township. 

and Clyde O. are the names of the children now In- [88 1 he settl ed on 80 acres on section 18, which 
eluded in the household of Mr. Allen . had purchased in 1875. He has improved halC 

this tract. 

. ; . 

. ::::[ 
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rank Willia.ms, farmer on section 35, Coe 
Township, is a son of William Rand Bet­
sty (Gibbs) Williams (see sketch of W. 

Williams) and was born in St. Lawrence 
Co., N. Y., June 18, 1852. He was three 
years old when his parents came to Ingh am 

County, and eight years old when the family settled 
in this county. He has since followed farming and 
working in the woods, and now resides on the home­
stead his father owned. 

He was married in Coe Township, Sept. 26, 1877, 
to Delilah A., daughter of Anson a nd Eliza (Turner) 
Davenport, residents of Coe Township. Mrs. W. 
was born in Cortland Co., N. Y., J an. 27, 1859, and 
is the mother of a daughter, Minnie B, born May 
28, 1878. 

Politically, Mr. W. is a Rep·lIblican. 

O'Connor, farmer on section 18, Ver­
non Township, was born in the city of De-

~C) troit, Dec. 25, r849, th e son of Michael 

~ 
O'Connor, who was a native of Ireland. Losing 

" his parents when seven years old, he lived with 
an uncle until 14, receiving a fair common 

., English education. He then commenced to eam his 
(® own livelihood. 
~ Feb. 4, 1864, while in his 15th year, he enlisted in 

~~.A r.:::L~ ~, ~ ~ ~jj'- ~~cJ"®- ----~ 

J line 20, 1872, was the d ate of his marriage 
Mi ss Amanda M. Brooks. She was born in ..... , ___ .flI'II 

County, Aug. 10, 1857, and is the motheroC 
children, one of whom is dead. Charles was 
Nov. 12, 1873. Willie was born Nov. 2, 1881, 
died Sept. 22, 1881. 

M r. O. is a member of the I. 0. 0. F . He is 
politics a Democrat, and is Township Treasurer, 
ing been elected in 1883. 

Rix Robinson came to the Grand River Valley 
182r , in the interests of the American FurComl.n~ 
He was a man of remarkable character, who 
manded the respect of the savages among whom 
spent his life a nd from whose history h~ is tn!5epq 

ble, by the nature of his relations with them. 
September following his arrivai in Kent County, 
married Mis-so quot-o-quay, a woman of the 
inaw Indians. She became the mother of one 
-Jolll1 R,-who \\as Lorn March S, 1826. 
di ed of consllmption about the year 1848, in 
Co., Mich. Rix Robinson died at Ada, Kent 
Mich., in 1874. 
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- John R. Robinson r.eceived the .best education ~1 daughter of Solomon and Clementina (Granger) 
advantages of the sectIOns where hl.s father had UllSI- Withey. She was born in 1829, in St. AI1)an 's, Vt., 

I'nterests He was sent to an Infant school on and by her marriage became the mother of five chil-
ness . . , 
the island of MackInaw, taught hy Mrs . Sa rah C. dren, born as follows: Harriet E ., F eb. 13, 1849; 
Owens, and later to the school at F lat River, now Andrew J., Aug. '7, J 85 r , died A llg. 27, 1852 ; 
Lowell, in Kent County, taught Ly Caroline Beard, C harity c. , Junc ' 3,1 853, died Aug. 24, 18GG; \)en-

ho was married to Caleb Page. Later on he was ni s \V ., Feb. 8, , 8SG, died Aug. 25 , 18SG; James H., 
w t to Grand Rapids to complete his period of study . Sept. 29, 1857 , dicd Fch. I, 1879. 
sen . .; f 1'[ On reaching manhood he b~came ma~1 ager of lll ~ Mrs. Robinson passed many years 0 her 1 c as a 
father's large estate, and dUring the wrnter seasons teacher among the peo pl e to whom she became al-
engaged in buying furs for ~els,on R obertson, for the li ed through her marri age. At the time of her death 
Fort Wayne Company, LOlliS Campau and A. Rob- she was teaching at th e Sheldon school-house near 
erts & Son, of Grand Rapids. He was afterw ards in- Nipissing. She died in the reli gious h arness , and is 
terested in the construction of the Detroit & Milwau- succeed ed in her JaI lors IJY her sole surviving child, 
kee Railroad, and superintended the buildin g of six H arri et E. R obinson, who is foll owing worthily in the 
miles of the track near Spring L ake and in the work of her sainted mother. 
vicinity of Ionia, this enterprise occu py ing two years. 
On its termination he engaged as an Indian trad er 
in Oceana County at Pentwater and Elbridge, in 
which he continued three years. During the past 
20 years he has been engaged to some exte nt in the 
same variety of traffic at va rious [Joints in Michiga n. 
He has acted all hi s life as Indian interpreter, hav­
ing learned from childhood both the English lan­
gu-age and the Indian di alects. 

In the years 1862 and '3 he assisted in rai sing a 
company of military recruits, a nd intended entering 
the service of the United States undcr a Lieutcn:Lll"S 
commission, bt:t his father interfered , as he was an 
only son. Still he continued to do valu ahle servi ce 
as a recruiting officer, and received the enli stm ent of 
a considerable number 01 whites and Indians. 

While at Pentwater he was convel ted to the Chris­
tian religion, through the efforts of the Revs. Lee ancI 
Boynton, revival preachers of the Methodi st Episco­
pal Church, and from the period of his conversion 
was achanp;ed man . The license of the life he lived , 
and the opportunities afforded him by unlimited re­
sources of money, etc., deri ved from his father's 
immeme property, had subjected him to deleterious 
influences and he ran a q u ee r of di ssi pation, o f whose 
character he was scarcely con scious until its e nor­
mity was brought to his comprehension by the effo rts 
of the Methodist missionaries. Within a year aft er 
his conversion he was licensed a local preacher, and 
has since done vali ant service among the peo ple with 
whom he is connc:cted by hlood . 

He was married March IS, 184G, to Lucy A., 

,enry Woodin, farm er and mill owner on 
~ __ _ _ section 28 , Sherman, is a son of Henry and 
~~ • • -. Lydia (Earl) Woodin, natives of New York. 

- H enry Woodin, Sr., was a farmer, and di ed in his 
na tive State. Hi~ son Henry was born Nov. 

G, 1827, in Monroe Co., N. Y. , and lived at home 

until 19 years of age , receivin g a good dementary 
Engli sh education in the common schools. After 
leavin g the parental roof he was employed in various 
gri st-mill s until 1853, when he came to Saginaw, thi s 
Sta te. He then wo rk ed at farming a nd lumbering 
until 1869, when he came to this coun ty, selected a 
mill-site 011 Chi ppewa River, a nd erected a grist and 
saw mill, which he has operated ever since. He 
owns at the present time 1,050 acres of land, includ­
in g 120 acres of winter wheat. H e has in all 200 
ac res improved , and good fa rm bu ildings. 

He was ma rried in 1838, to Miss Sarah B. Rose, 
who was born Sept. 10, 18 25, in Ontario Co., N, Y., 
the daughter of Willi am and Ann a (Barber) Rose, of 
New York State. Three childlen have been born to 
M r. and Mrs. W. : Geo rge E. was bo rn Au g. 1 J, 

1848, an cI was accidentally kill ed in hi s father's saw­
mill, in 1878: AnnaA., was bo rn July 12, 1850; and 
Louell a E. , Alig. 10,1 860. 

In political faith, Mr. Woodin is a DClIlocrat. He 
was elected Supcrvi sor in 187 I, and held the office 

= = 
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x consecutive years ; and in 1883 and 1884 he was lius Bennett, whose name it bears. It is a fi I 
' ld' f . ne, again chosen to the same position. He is a member constrncted bUl mg, rontlllg on Broadway th 

®It- of the Masonic Order. stories in height above the basement, and is '118 r; 
The portrait of Mr. Woodir. is given in this work, as 60 feet in dimensions. It is one one of the most 

that of a worthy and representative citizen of Isabella popular and best managed hotels in Northern Michi.; 
County. gan, holding a large and constantly increasing pat.; 

ronage. It is supplied with first-class modem fixtures, 
has fine, conven.ient sal~ple rooms, billiard hall, etc. 

rederick A. Stebbins, of the firm of F. 
A. Stebbins & Co., proprietors of the Ben­
nett House at Mt. Pleasant, was born at 

John's, Clinton Co., Mich., March 7, 1859. 
He is the son of Wolcott L. and Lucinda 
(Francisco) Stebbins, resider. ts oi St. Louis, 

Gratiot Co., Mich. Their family comprise eight cld­
dren,-Edgar, Arthur, Clara, Fred, Orville, Minnie, 
Bessie and Myrtie. Clara, the eldest daughter, is 
now Mrs. John Hughs, of St. Louis . 

Mr. Stebbins spent his boyhood and youth in ob­
. ~'. taining his education, and at the age of 17 decided 
~ to learn the bllsiness of lla mess-maker, and spent 
W some time in acquiring its details, in a shop at St. 
~ Louis. After completing his knowledge of the voca­

tion he attended school one year. Afterward he 
formed a partnership with his brother, A. M. Steb­
bins, in the business of harness.w aking. The rela­
tion existed two years, when he pll rchased the interest 
of his brother and continuerl its man:lgen.ent singly 
for some time, when he interested himself in the 
jewelry business, which he prosecuted three years in 
Ithaca, Gratiot County. 

H e was married Aug. 30, [879, at St. Loui s, to 
Cora A. Richardson. She was born June 2, r862, in 
Lyons, Fulton Co .• Ohio, and is the eldest child of 
M. D. and Roby 1.. (Worden) Richardson . (See 
sketch of M. D. Richardson.) Louie R., eldest 
child of this marriage, was horn July, I, ,88o, atSt. 
Louis, and died in that place Dec. 24, ,88o. Pearl 
T. was born March 29, ,882, at Ithaca, G·ratiot 
County. 

After his marriage Mr. Stebbins pllTchascd the fix­
tures of the Fox (Retan) Housc at I thaca, which he, 
associated with his father .in-l:lw, opened for the ac­
commodation of the public, and they continued its 
management until the first of May, ,883, At that 
date they came to Mt. Pleasant and took posscssion 

r. of the Bennett I-(ouse, a new hotel built hy COTllC-

~Sji~ 
~ 

Messrs. StebbinS & RIchardson own, as auxiliary to 
the hotel, a farm of 20 acres in Union Township, sit.; 
uated t!-;ree-fourths of a mile east of the village of 
Mt. Pleasant, which they have placed in the beat 
order of cultivation, and design to supply the 
which they manage with the table commodities 
the best character, securing fresh eggs, dairy pn)(h'CII~. 
and vegetables, thus promoting the comfort and 
heing of their patrons. 

~,:-" t"r;~!,; C'>t. flIt ndrew F. Childs, farmer on section 29,Coe 

~;i'l ;' .~ -~ 'l'ownshi!), is a son of Jolm and 
.~ 'l .)I'~~ <;)p. 

;:, t~ (Craig) Childs, natives of New York 
"~ir Maine. The patents came to Michigan 
!j settled in Monroe County, afterwards 

ing to Jackson County, where they died. 
family of cilildren numbered iline, six of whom 
to he adults. Andrew, the fifth, was born in 
tenaw County, Jan. 30, 18:B, and remained at 
ti11 22 years old, attending the common schools 
assisting his father on the farm. 

He came to Isabella County in . February, 
and is truly a pioneer. He bought 160 acres on 
tion 29, Coe Township, where he has 
resided. He has abollt J25 acres improved and 
a state of scientific cultivation. 

I Ie was first married in J acksoT! County, this 
Nov. 22, 1852, to Sarah Bunce. She died March 
,S6S, leaving fom children,-Clarissa A., Eliza 
Darwin and Orlando. Eliza J. died May 28, 
aged nearly 2', having married Merritt • 
Coe Tuwnship. Mr. C. was again married, tn 

bella County, Ar>ril 20, 1865, to Susan E., oau"l1~ 
of Daniel and Eliza (Waters) Casey, and 
Alden S. Davis, who was kil1ed in the battle of 
Harhor, June 3, 1864. Mrs. Childs was born in 
esee Co., N. Y., Nov. 30, 1834. She had by the 
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~k~:~~; -he; s~:ond:~wo chil-
lIlamage ' 

Jessa and Raldon. 
elren, C has held the different school offices, and 

ldr. . H' ]' 1.1' 
I . been Path master. e IS a ,epuu Ican, a 

haS a sO ." 
on and wllh IllS Wife, a member of tht: 

freemas , .' , 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

rthur N. Ward, teacher in District No. t, 
Isabella Township, residing at Mt. Pleas ­

ant, is a son of Nathaniel and Emily (!tee 

Everest) Ward, nalives of Vermont and New 

York, respectively, and both of New England 

rentage. The father was a teacher and surveyor r occupation and died in 1863. The mother is still 
li~ng, and is a resident of Chippewa Township, this 

county. 
Arthur N. was born in Ionia County, Ihis Stak, 

Jan. I, 1862. Four years .later he ca,l:le with his 
mother and step-father to thiS county. I hey settled 
in Chippewa Township and entered on the arduous 
though pleasant task of improving their land. When 
they first came to the township, but few families had 
selt!t:d in it and the land they procllfed was a dense 
forest. With true pioneer" grit" Ihey t:l1tered on the 
task of impruveme :lt, and, supported by faith in the 
future development of th..: counlry and an abundance 
of energy, they overcame all obstacles. 

Arthur lived on the old homestead, assisted the 
father on the farm, and attt:llded the pulJlic and COlll­

mon schools until he attained Ihe age of IS years. 
On arriving at this age he began teaching in the 
public schools of this county. He continued to leach 
winters, and during the spring and slimmer atlended 
the union school at M t. Pleasant, I he more thor­
oughly tn educate himself for his profession. Though 
a young llIan, he has atlaint:d that pt:rfeclion and 
systt:1ll ill his profession which calls forlh llIanyen·· 
comiums from the citizens in whose district he has 
taught. 

Mr. Ward was united in marriage, Sept. 3, 1882, 

wil\\ ~'i, .. \' i\\lii\.\ ,\;\ilt-\I\ \ \' \ I)f Ch;\ \ \,--. 1\\\(\ ~;\ ' \ 'h\\'­
Ilia (Landon) Taylor, natives of England and Can­
ada respectively. The father, by occ upation, was a 
farmer and is at present living in Chippew:\ Town­
ship, this county. Minnie was Lorn Jan. 4, 1862, in 
Chippewa Township. She was reared and grew to 

--~ 

womanhood under tht: part:ntal roof, and the melll­
ories of the old hOlllestt:ad, with its trials and cares, 
its joys and pleasures, are fondly cherished hy her 
yet. Her education was aC(lllired at the old log­
cabin schoob of h..:r county and tht: schools 'It Mt. 
Pleasant; and at the age of 15 she entered u pOll the 
profession of teaching, which sht: continued with 
credit and success until the date of her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs . Ward are Ihe parents of olle child, 
an infant, Lorn May [2,1883, Politically, Mr. Ward 
is a staunch supporter of and believer in the prin­
ciples of the RepUblican party . 

--~~~.~--
~~"""jgl 

_~Ml~]harleS M. Brooks, farmer, section [4, 

~W~ Uni~n Township, and ex.Sheriff of Is~­
.~ bella County, was born Sept. 5, 1840, III 

~~ Clinton, Seneca Co., Ohio. His father, J ames 

M. Brooks,wasborn June 14,18rr,in Cayuga 

Co., N. Y., and married Nancy Myers. The mother 
was born Oct. 6, 1810, in Fairfield Co., Ohio. Her 
family was of German origin and settled in Virginia. 
Mr. Brooks, senior, removed his family to Iowa City, 
Iowa, in the fall of [849, returning thence in the 
spring of 18so to the township of Rives, in Jack­
son Co., Mich. They settled on a farm of T 62.64 
acrt:s, where they reared their children, giving them 
the education of the common schools. The father 
died on the homestead June 12, 1865 . The death ot 
tht: mother occurred June 23, 1861. 

M r. Brooks was engaged in agriculture until his 
marriage, which took place in 1868, and soon after 
that even t he wellt to Everett, Cass Co., Mo., where 
he opened a general store and continued its manage­
ment about seven months, when he exchanged his 
stock for 40 acres of land in Bates Co., Mo. He 
took possession of t ht: piact:, and a short time after­
wards discovercd that his titk was ddective. He 
returned to Everett, where he opened a general store, 
in company with Jefferson Willhite. Six months 
later, the linn style became Brooks & Wilson by a 
\"lUI t." ill t il,' .iu :li\ 'r \) .tn\lcf~hip. This rdation ex­
isted about a year, when Mr. Brooks disposed of his 
interest and returned to Jackson COllnty, to take 
charge of the home estate. He continued to man­
agt: th e property al)out a year and a half. On til(; 
first of March, 1873, he came to Isabella County and 
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bought 80 acres of timber laud on sectiun 23 , in 
Union Town ship, where he resided till March, IlHI4, 
when he sold the estate. He remuved to a farm of 
40 acres, which he owns on section , 4, and which 
he is vigorously engaged in placin g in first· class farm­
ing condition, and proposes to erect thereon a jlne 
house and suitable uuildings. He also owns three 
building lots in the village. 

Mr. Brooks has been continuously in puulic office 
for the last decade. He served as T ownship Treas­
urer during the years 1874-5 - 6-7, and in 1878 dis­
charged the duties of Supervisor. In the a utumn of 
that year he was nominated for Sheriff on the Demo­
cratic and Fusion tickets, and made a successful run 
agai nst Thomas J . Fordyce, Republican liomin ee, 
and Tunis. W. Swartz, whose name appeared on the 
Independent ticket. Mr. Brooks received a majority 
of 24 votes. In the fall of 1880 he achieved another 
triumph, being re-elected to the same position by 150 
majority. He returned to his farm in Jamlary, 1882 . 
and was elected Supervisor, which position he is now 
occupying. During the year 1881-2 he was engaged, 
in addition to the uusiness of hi s office, in selling 
agricultural implemellts, in com pany with Messrs. 
Hance & Upton. The firm style was Cha rles M. 
Brooks & Co., and the business was located on Broad­
way, nearly opposite the Bennett House at Mt. 
Pleasant. 

Mr. Brooks was married June 18, 1868, in Colum­
bus Grove, Putnam Co., Ohio, to Mary A. M c Clure. 
She was born Dec. 15 , 1843, in Putnam County, 
a nd is a d aughter of Andrew and M ary A. McClure. 
Stra tton D., only child, was born Sept. 10, 1869, in 
Bates Co., Mo. 

nson Davenport, farmer on section 26, Coe 
Township, is a son of H ezekiah and Nellie 
(English) Davenport, natives respectively 
Renssel ae r Co., N . Y., and Tioga Co., Pa. 

The parents first settled in Tompkins Co., N. 
Y., and afterwards removed to Onondaga 

County, sallie State, where they lived two year~ . 

They then returned to Tompkins County, where they 
died, he in October, 1848, anll she in April, 185 I. 
Their family included eight sons and three daughters, 
Anson heing the fifth 5011. 

He was born in Drydell, Tompkins Co., N. Y., 

Nov. 7, IX35, and recei ved a conllllon-school 
liull and assisted all his father's farm until 15 
old, when he was for two years employed at 
smithill g. He was next employed on the Erie 
and then worked for a short time in a hotel. I 
fall of 185 I he came with his oldest brother n 
jamin, to the Peninsular State, and lived f~r 
year ill P.anna, Jackson COUl~ty.. He then livedO: 
ternately III New York and Michigan until the fall 
1866, when he bought a farm in Montcalm 
on which he lived two years . His next venture 
to build a hotel at Carson City, same county . , 
he operated aile year. Disposing of his hotel 
bought a farm in Ingham County, which he ' 
five years. He then lived one year In 
County, and in Jan uary, 1875, he came to this 
and bought 80 acres in Coe Township, where he 
since resided. He has disposed of 40 acres, 
one-half the remainder is under the plow. 

He was married in Dryden, Tompkins Cci., N. 
Nov. 7, 1856, to Eliza, daughter of Alanson 
Sarah (Weeks) Turner, natives of New York. 
was born in H omer, Cortland Co., N. Y., July 
1840. Of thi s marriage one daughter has 
born, Delilah A., ~he wife of Frank Williams. 
cally , Mr. D., is strictly independent. 

'IU'1..QJc 
- ~ ohn A. Schafer. farmer, section 14, 
~ wa Township, was the son of Mathias 

Catharine (nee Schueller) Schafer, 
of Germany. The father died Sept. 2, • 

and the mother is still living, in Dallas 

ship, Clinton County, this State. 
Mr. Schafer, Jr., the subject of our sketch, 

born in Prussia, July 31 , 1848. He emiglated 
his parents to America and settled at 
Clinton County, this State, July 10, 1854, 

Coming, as he did, to Clinton County at an 
day, he experienced all the trials of the early 
and successfully battled against and overcame 
H e remained in that county until 1880, when, on 
3d day of June, he came to this county 1I!'ith 
fanlily. He had previollsly, Jan. 27, 1880, 
a farm of 80 acres, on which he moved and 
on the pleasant though laborious task of im,on)Yi" 
Feb. 26, the same year, Mr. S, purchased 40 
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more, making the .aggregate ~f his landed possessions 
120 acres. Of tIns, he has lin proved 50 acres, and 
has erected thereon a commodious residence and a 

good barn. 
Mr. Schafer was united in marriage, Nov. 4, [873, 

. Westphalia, Clinton County, to Miss Katrina, 
In . 
daughter of Peter Smith. Her father and mother are 
both deceased, the former dying Nov. 6, lil69, an~ 
the mother Dec. 18, r859· Mrs. Schafer was 1>or~ 
March 7, r850, in Westphalia. To their union fOllr 
children were bO~ll, three of whom are living: John 
P., born Dec. 29, 1874; Anna M., horn Nov. 20, 

.879; and Frank, born July 27, 1882. Joseph was 
born Sept. r5, 1877, and died May 4, 1882. 

Mr. Schafer is now holding the office of Township 
Assessor, and in lJolitics affiliates with the I )emo­
cratic party. He and Mrs. S. are both members of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

rank C. Crego, farmer, stock-raise r and 
breeder, residing, on section 30, Lincoln 
Town ship, was born in LiiJerty, Jackson 

Co., this State, Aug. 8, 1858. 
The father of our subject, Richard J. Crego, 

was a native of Erie Co., N. Y., of Engli sh and 
German extraction, and came to this State in the 
year 1835 and settled in Jackson County. When he 
came to that county it was but little settled and he 
may be considered one of the pionee rs. He located 
on a farm in the township of Liberty about ten miles 
south of Jackson, and cast his lot with those of mn ny 
others of Michigan's early pioneers . Jackson at that 
time was but a small village, consisting of a few log 
huts, and in many parts of the county the hand of 
improvement could not be seen a t all. Possessing 
great faith in the future development of the county 
and an abundance of energy and perseverance, he 
set to work to clear and improve his land, and before 
h~s death he succeeded in placing his second fa rm in 
high cultivation, and erecting thereon a fine resi­
dence. He was a man of good education and was 
greatly honored and respected by the citizens of the 
COunty. He was Representative in the State Legisla­
ture during the entire ad ministration of Gov. Blair 
and in the Senate during Gov. Crapo's term. 

Fran~ C. Crego, the subJect gf thi ~ biographical 

notice, left the farm in Liberty upon which he wa~ , 
born and moved with his parents to the town of Co- 'l< 
I 

. lJ 
~Iml)\a, near Brooklyn, whel~ seven years old,. He ~. 

lIved on the farm, attendIng school at Brooklyn, , 
Napoleon and Jackson, and spent a portion of his 
time on the farm, where idleness was not permitted, 
and acquired a good practical knowledge of agricul-
til reo At thl.! age of J (j years thl.! falhl.!r of ollr 
subject died, and (his mother having previously died) 
Frank was sent hy his uncle to Hillsdale College, 
at Hillsdale. He rcmai ned at that school for two 
and one-half years, and then went to the home of 
of his uncle and there remained until he had at­
tained the age of manhood. 

When 22 years old Mr. Crego came to this county 
and purchased 80 acres of partly improved land. 
This was the summer of 1878, and M r. Crego has 
spent his time and means since then in the improve-
ment of that land and his stock interests. He is a 
breeder of swine and sheep, and prides himself, as 
justly he may, on his sllccess in that line. His speci­
alty in swine is the "Thoroughbred Chester Whites," 
and in sheep the "American Merino." He has at­
tended several :'exhibitions of stock, almost all the 
county fairs and the Northeastern District fair at 
Saginaw, with his stock, and has always succeeded 
in obtaining the" blue ribbon," or first premium. 
At Saginaw Mr. Crego was awarded five first pre­
miums on his" Chester Whites," and also second 
premium. He competes with the best breeders in 
the State in his line, and has always succeeded in 
capturing the prize. 

Mr. Crego was llnited in marriage, March 13,1879, 
with Miss Caroline McGregor. She was a daughter 
of Hamilton and Eliza (Hazlett) McGregor, natives 
of New York, and of Scotch and English extraction. 
They are at present residents of Fremont Township, 
this county. Caroline was born in Ontario Co., N. 
Y., Aug. 12,1 857. She came to this State when 12 
years of age , and has since lived in Hillsdale a,nd 
Isabella Counties. She acquired a good education 
at the common and public schools and taught two 
terms previous to her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crego are the parents of one child, 
Ida A., born June 21, 188[. Mr. C. at present is 
Chairman of the Board of School Inspectors and 
Highway Commissioner for his township, as well as 

a member of the Executive Board of the County 

= = 
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~1 Agricultural Society and General Superintendent for 1865. Besides skirmishes, he foug~t in a~u-;:== 
~ this year. III politics he affiliates with the Repuu- regular engagements, among them uelng Chancello 5 
.~.~ lican party. ville, Antietam and Gettysburg. In the fall of 1::-
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The portrait of Mr. Crego, on a preceding page, he was transferred to the SOllthwestern Anny ~~ . , a,,,, 
will be con~idered a necessary addition to our collec- fought at Lookout MountaIn, Resaca, Peach-tree 
tion in this work. Creek, Atlanta, Savannah and other places 

ames Wilsey (deceased), late farlller on 
,.~ section 17, Coe Tuwnship, was I.om ill 

;;r\~ )' Dutchess Co" N. Y., Nov . 22 , 18 1 I, and 

was a son of Co nrall and Polly Wil sey, natives 
of the State of New York . lI e lived in the 
Elllpire Stale until IX45 , then callle to Jackson 

County, thi s State, and rented uil'i'erellt farills for 
about nine years, in Jack.;on anu Washten :lw Coun­
ti es. In October, IX54, he callie to Isahella County 
and took up J 60 acres und er the (:rauuatiun 1\c t. 
Heat once hegan to clea r the sam..:, alld at till: tillle 
cf his death hau about 40 acres under c ultivation . 

He was married in Jackson Cu., Mich., to Lyuia, 
daughter of John and Mary (Craig) Childs. (See 
sketch of A. F. Childs. ) Mrs. Wilsey was born in 
Medina, N. Y., Au g. 12, lX21. Amos, Hoffman 
anu Lester are the three chiluren auueu tu the LUllily 
circle. 

Mr. vVilsey was a prominent ant.! Jlopular llIan . 
He was Probate Judge of this county two terms, 
Supervisor of Coe Township two years, and Highway 
Commissioner four years. lIe was an ardent Delllo­
crat in his political views. ae he10:lgCU to the Di s­
ciples' Church, to which organization Mrs . W. also 
adheres. 

\>----~---4 

. ~~~ " '-"'~'harles P. Jeffords, of the firm of Jeffords 

~ ; . ~<.:f & vVhitlley, Illanui'acllll'ers of sash, duors 
~~. and blinds, all kinus of IJuilding material and 
~ novelties, Mt. Pleasant, was born in Niagara 
\ Co., N. Y., Sept. 27, 1845, and is the son of 

Horace and Clarissa (Partridge) Jeffords. 
He was reared on his father's farm, attending 

school winters; and when less than 17 years old, 
Aug. 21, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Battery M, 
First N. Y. Light Art. He served until June 23, 

Sherman's army. He was taken prisoner at F 
ville, N. c., and sent to the Libby at Richmond 
Thence, after 30 days, he was paroled, and he' 
went home on 30 days' furlough. Rejoining 
l.attery at Washington, he was soon after Ull''''narl!ld 
at Rochester, N. Y. 

RelurJIing home, he engaged in farming. He 
llIarrieu in Porter Township, Niagara Co., N. Y., 
5, 1866, to Miss Stella L. Baker, daughter ofW 
and Rosalinda Baker. Of this marriage three 
ure n were born, in Porter Township,-Rosa E., 
2, 1867 ; Sarah, Oct. 5, 1870; and Helen C. 

Mr. J, hau a fine farm of 60 acres, highly II' npro"edl. 

in Niagara County, which he sold for $100 per 
J n NuvemIJer,1 87~, he callie to Mt. Pleasant 
entereu 1I1Jo n his present business, in company 
C. C. Whitney. They ha ve recently built a new 
60 x 60 feet, two storie~ and ' a basement, on 
Street, at the foot of Michigan Street. They 
usu ally al)ollt 15 men, anu in the building 
t hty C ill ploy from [2 to 15 Il!Ore, they being 
sivdy cngagcu in contracting and building. 
have a large yard at their mill, and do both a 
sale and retail business. Their mill has a 
for finishing 50,000 feet of lumber per day. 

L_=-'-=~ 
'-~-r--'t:,-~--

heodore A . Tombs, farmer, section . 
Coldwater Township, was born May 
1848, in Kendall Co., Ill., and is a son 

Martin 1\ . and Mary (Thomas) Tombs • 
sketch of Martin 1\. Tombs.) 

M r. Toml.s remai ned under the guidance 
his father until he was of age. The family 
settled in Coldwater Township in 1868, and on 
taining his majority he bought 160 acres of 
land on section 16, in which he has since 
a farmer. In political faith he is a Republican 
has heen Highway Commissioner one term. H. 
now Director of his school district. 
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=:;:;-ghter of Daniel and Almira A. (M UIlSOIl) Ride- 1 '1)77, to Miss 1 lester A., daughter of Henry and 'i' 
A., She was born Oct. 12, IRS 2, ill Brigh toll l:ellmir,.· l (M.annillg) Yuger, na,tives of Ontario, Can., _ ~ 
nour. . " . _ , 

T sll ilJ CII1~ton Co., Mich. Ada Almira, horn where, In Middlesex County, Hester was born July ~ .. ' 
own. , . . i 

t 17, 1873, a nd MlI1nlc Alta, born March 22, ~, IS60. When 17 years of age, she callie to this 
Sep . . . 1 I d' I f '1 ..;... 
8 8 are th e children now I\1C U( e 111 t Ie am i y c()l lnty a nd he res ided until he r marri age. ~ ' 

1 7 ' 
circle. The husband and wife are the parents of four 

.. . ... '" 's 
: eter Gruber, farmer at Salt Riv e r, Coe 

~~ Township, is a son of John and Cathe rin e 
, I ' (Faust) Gruber, natives of Pennsy I v[lnia, 

and was born in Northampton Co., Pa., Dec. 
~ 16,1816. He foll owed fannin g in that COllllty 

till the silring of 1867, when he caille to I sa­
bella County and bought 160 ac res in Coe T ow nship. 

He has since disposed of 40 acres, and has now 
about 4S acres unde r cultivation. 

He was married in Clarion Co., Pa., JLlI1 e 27,1 83:-\, 
to Lydia Machnay, and has had five children, Calhe­

rine, John E., Fietla, Mary E. and J :tcoh l\.f. Mrs. 

G. died March II, 1853. 
Politically, Mr. G rul Je r is a D ell1ocrat. 

ames Swindlehurst, farmer, sectio n 2 (" 

Isabella Town ship, is a native of Canall:l , 
where, in Peterborou gh Co., Ollt., he was 

born July 10, 185 I. He lived on the l' ;l ren­
tal homestead , assisling in the main te nance of 

the family and attending th e common sc hools, 

until he reached the age of manhood , in 187 2. On 
arriving at that age, Mr. S. camc to this 5t ale and 
located at Evart, Osceola Co., where he rema ined 
for a short time, and then came to thi s county. He 
purchased 80 acres of unimproved land in I sahella 
Township, on section 26, and en tered on the labo­
rious though pleasant task of improving the same. 
His purchase consisted all of wild land, and yet so 
strong was his faith in the Juture developm enl of th e 
COunty, that he threw all his energy into th e work of 

clearing and improving his land and establishing a 
home for self and family, and now has Go ac res of hi s 
farm in a good state of cultivation . His neal resi­
dence was built in ) 876, and his cO llllllod ious barn 
was erected in 1874. 

Mr. Swindlehurst was united ill marriage, June, 7, 

children, namely: Ali ce B., bo rn Aprils, 1879; 

Thomas, Aug. 25, 18So; Jam es, Jan. 29,1882, and 
William, Nov. 9, 1883. Politically, Mr. S. is a Re­
pUblican and he and wife both incline toward the 
doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

-, .':::>o"''':c/ 'lI(I'" , ~, I 'I) . • 
--4:" ?: ',f_:ho.rles K. MItchell, farmer, sec tlOll I J, 

I. ~ ~ : f , , .. , _ ~J~: " ." ,,~ Nottawa J ownshlp, I S a son of Charles K. 
~ IIJ a nd l--la rriel W . (nee Peabody) M itche ll, the 
~.\.) 
~1: l l 
/1\ 
\ 

former a na tive of Massachusetts, and the 

latter of New H a mpshire . The father di ed ~ , 
SL!pt. 12, L8()«:), :ll1d th e mother is slill living, in / 

'Montcalm Coun t)', this Stale. ~ 
:t~;: 

The subject o f 011\' Iliography was born in Merri- :1:= 
.= 

lilac, 1'lillsllor<JlI ),!;h Co. , N. I r., Sept. 22, 1832 . lIe ~I 
lived unde r the parental roof-tree, assisting in the = = maintenance of the faillily unlil he attained the age ~ 
of :I 8 years, when he went forlh amid the tri a ls and 
troubles of life to hattI e against vicissitllde alone. 
He first went to I .orain ( :0., Ohio, whe re he remained 
two yea rs, a l)(l then rellloved to Monroe County, this 
State. H e re lllained in th e latter county about ' six 

month s , and then we nt to Jonia, Ionia County, at 
which place he was variou~ly occupied for about one 
year. He lhen removed to Montcalm County, where 

he fullowed farm~llg ;~nd 11Im~leril~g un~il 1861 . He \); : 
was for a short time III MonlOe Co., Mich., and then ~, 
went to Wood Co., Ohio, where he enli sted in the 
United States service the following year. He re­
turned to Monroe County after his military service, 

and man aged a storc for six months. R emoving to 
Lucas Co., Ohio, he was similarly engaged for two 
years. Hc iived the n exl four years in Montcalm 
County; then a litll e over four years in Iowa; and 

Feb. 13, 1878, he located where since has been his 

home. 
Mr: Mitchell was united in marnage Sept. 22, 

18SR, near Gree nville, Montcalm County, with Miss 
Pall1elia, daughter of Shubael and Clara (Hills) ~:.) 
COllallt, both llatives of Connecticut. The fonner is -( 

f};~ ~~~-.--~~~-~~(. ~Dn ~·DUfi> t><g~ __ -«®~*,,~®J-~~ 
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~~ living ' in Montcalm County, this State, five miles at this point, and his field of labors extends ov 

. I . . I d' er a from Greenville, and the mother died Sept. I7, 1880. conslderab e tern tory, 1I1C u IIlg a Church in Sevl'll 
ll' G'C .. b e, ;'l~ Mrs. Mitchell was born Jan. I, I a38, and is the ratlOt ounty, compnslllg a out So families a . 
~ r I . S L' f f '1' , mll-I mother of five children born to her husband, as 10 - sion at t. OUIS 0 25 ann les, one in Nottaw 

1:> lows: Charles S., March 21, 1861; Clara E., Nov. 4, T~wnship, of 45 families, and a station in the town~ 
1866; George C., Sept. 14,1869; Letta A., April 29, sllllJ of Vernon, where the membership comprises 

" 
" 

1R78; Willie A., July 4. 1880. about 40 famili es. At Mt. Pleasant, Nottawa and 
Mr. Mitchell was a soldier in the late war, enlist- St. Louis there are fine church edifices. That in 

ing Aug. 2, 1862, at Tontogany, Wood Co., Ohio, in Nottawa was erected in the summer of 1883, and 
the 18th U. S. Inf., and served for two years, seven that at St. Louis was purchased in the same season. 

" months and seven days. He participated in the The multifarious labors of Father MCCarthy crowd 
battles in which Gen . Shennan's army engaged dur- hi s time and make .hea~y draught upon his strength 

\ ing its march from Chattanooga to Atlanta. He was and enulICance, while hiS charges arc rapidly growinl 
in Gen. Thomas' corps, and at the battle of Altanta, in membership, especially at Mt. Pleasant, where the 
Ga., Aug. 7, J 864, was wounded in the ann by a building of a line, large brick church is contemplated. 
shell, that broke the bone and necessitated the ampu­
tation of the arm, which was done on the 15th of the 
same month the battle was fuught. H e received his 
discharge March 9, 1865, in consequence of his dis­
ability. 

Mr. Mitchell has a fine farm of 120 acres on sec­
tion I I, Nottawa Township, 40 acres of which are 
well improved. Politically, he is an adherent of the 
principles of the Democratic party, and has held the 
office of School Director of his district. 

?'~ ~ '-""I:\)f 

t, mw ev. James J. McCarthy, resident Priest of 
~(o~. the Parish of St. Charles, at Mt. Pleasant, 

(I'r-was born Dec. 28, I a54, at Pittsburg, Pa., and 
\.\ is the son of John and Rese (Tracey) Mc­

Carthy. He was educated in the common 
schools until he was 16 years old, when he 

was placed at St. Michael's Seminary, near Pittsburg, 
to begin his preparation for the priesthood. He 
studied there six years, and went thence to St. Vin­
cent's Seminary, in Westmoreland Co., Pa., where he 
was a student three years. He received tonsure and 
minor orders, also sub-deaconshi p from the Bishop at 

' artin M. Ryerson, farmer, section J4t 
/ Coldwater Township, was born May 5. 

-;- J,.\, 1833, in Sussex Co., N. J., and is the lOll 
. \\~ of Peter and Elizabeth (Farber) Ryerson. 

;.'. His parents were natives of the same State, and 
there they spent their lives. The mother died 

in 1847, and the father married again three yean 
later. 

Mr. Ryerson was under the care and guidance 
his father until he was 17 years of age, when he went 
to learn the carpenter's trade with his brother. The 
latter removed in 1850 to Huron Co., Ohio, acco ..... 
panied by his brother, George. He completed hII 
apprenticeshi p, and just previous to his attaining the 
age of 2 I years, he began the pursuit of his trade 
his own behalf, which he followed until the oultbnWl:~ 
of the rebellion. The issues of the contest eng&l~l ". 

his interest, and awakened his patriotism, and he re­
solved to enroll himself among the defenders of hiI' 
country's flag. He enlisted July 2, 1863, in Co. 
88th Ohio Inf., and was mustered out July 3. 186$. 
The command was assigned to the department of the 

'1 the cathedral ' in Pittsburg, and afterwards was or­
..! dained deacon, and received priest's orders at Sand-

~
' _ wich College, Ontario. 

Ohio in the Western Army, the regimental 
quarters being at Columbus and Cincinnati, where 
was on provost and guard duty during the 
period of Mr. Ryerson's service. 

In September, 1879, he came to Mt. Pleasant to 
, assume charge of the parish in which he has since 

officiated, including now about ISO families. He is 
the first permanent priest established over the Church 

f~~.A ~~'70'~ E~~r ~~\!S\~'@€(j}----~ 

[n October, after receiving his discharge, he 
to Lenawee Co., Mich., where he purchased 40 

of land half a mile from the village of Addison, 
he worked two years at his trade and carried on 





• 
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culture. In 1 867 he came to Coldwater Township, 

h he established a homestead claim of 8u acres 
VI ere . 
on section 26. He remained about seven years on 
that property, sold out. an~ purchased 80 acres on 

t'on 30 Gilmore, whIch IS now the property of Mr. sec I , 
Brubaker, to whom he sold ~he pl~ce a year. later. 
lie then rented a farm of IllS son-In-law, which he 
managed two years. In 1878 he r~nted 80 ~.cres .of 
land on section 24, Cold~at~r, leasl11g the sal~le 'or 
five years. At the expIratIon of four years, I n the 
fall of 1882, he bought the place, of which 35 acres 
are noW improved. He served as Township Treas­
urer three terms from the organization of the town-

ship. 
Mr. Ryerson was married Dec. 21, 1852, to Har-

riet Isabella Vantine. She was born July 17, 1834, 
in Huron Co., Ohio, and is the daughter of Charles 
and Mindwell (Hurlbert) Vantine. Her mother died 
Oct. 22, 1867, in Lenawee Co., Mich. Five of the 
children born of the marriage of Mr. Ryerson are 
living; five are deceased. The following is their 
record: Ann Elizabeth, born May 9, 1854, married 
Hanford Roberts, Sept. 4, 1872, and died Sept. 2, 
1877; Charles Melville, born Sept. 24, T8SS, died 
March 10, 1859; Mina Isabella, born Jan. 10, 1858, 
died Sept. 13, 1861; Frances Jane, born Oct. II, 

1859, married Sylvester Hammond March 6, 1876; 
Elsie May, born July 4, 1861, married Andrew Hill, 
Nov. 3°,1879; Florence A., born May 3, IR63, mar­
lied Charles E. Wilcox, July 14, 188o; Mary Belle, 
born June 18, 1866, died Feb. 12, 1867; Willie A., 
born Jan. 2, 1868, died July IS, IR7S; Milo Elmer, 
May 13, 1870; Clara Helen, July 6, ,1-\72. 

illiam T. Whitney, of the firm of Russell 
& Whitney, at Mt. Pleasant, and County 
Superintendent of the Poor, was born Dec. 

17, 1838, in Hopewell Township, Ontario 

Co., N. Y. He is a son of Benjamin and 

... Caroline (Hall) Whitney, who were born re­
spectively in Vermont and New York. His father 
was a blacksmith by trade, and later in life became 
a faTnler, which calling he pursued until his death, 
which occurred in the State of New York. The 
mother resides at Salt River in Isabella County. 

Mr. Whitney was brought up on his father's farlll, 

and in 1858 he and his uncle, John F. Hall, hought 
a saw-mill in Middlesex, Yates Co., N. Y. After 
continuing the management of this two years, they 
sold out and Mr. Whitney went to Mason Co., ]\1., 
where he operated six months as a farm assistant. 
Afterwards he went to Cambria Townshi p, Hillsdale 
Co., Mich., and engaged as a builder until the second 
cal1 for troops in the war of the Rebellion. He en­
listed Aug. 6, 1862, in Co. D, 18th Mich Vol. Inf., 
Capt. C. B. Van Valero Mr. Whitney served with 
his regiment in all the service for which it was de­
tailed and was in action in several skirmishes. He 
was in the detachment which left Decatur Sept. 24, 
1864, to reinforce the garrison at Athens. The com­
mand included 23 I officers and men. When within 
two miles of Athens they were attacked by a rebel 
force under Gen. Forrest, and, after five hours' des­
perate fighting and pushing toward the fortifications at 
Athens, they surrendered, as the fort was in the pos­
session of the rebels. A few of the command escaped, 
the remainder were captnred, killed or wounded. 
Mr. Whitney was among the latter and received four 
gunshot wounds,-in his right leg, abdomen, right 
fore-arm and left lower leg. He was wholly disabled 
and was finally discharged from Harper's Hospital, 
Detroit, May 2, 1865, when he returned to Hillsdale 
County. 

In the spring of 1866 Mr. Whitney came to Mt. 
Pleasant, where, in company with his brother, C. C. 
Whitney, he engaged as a builder until 1870. After 
that date he was variously occupied. He was the 
proprietor of the Whitney Exchange Hotel in T 882-3 
anti has since operated in insurance and other light 
business. In January, 1884, he formed his present 
association with F. Russell, and the finn are trans­
acting insurance husiness. Mr. Whitney has never 
recovered from the severity of his injuries received 
in his country's service. Besides the duties of his 
official trust as Superintendent of the Poor, he his 
discharging the obligations of the offices of Secre­
tary of the Village Board, Village Clerk, and Clerk of 
Union Township. He was Township Treasurer in 
11-\79- 80. He is a member of Lod~e No. 217,1. O. 
O. P., at Mt. l'leasar:t, and bclongs to Wabon 
Lodge, No. 305, Chapter No. I IT, H .. A. M., and 

member of Wabon Post, No. 250, G. A. R. 

The marriage of Mr. Whitney with Selinda M. 

Fry occurred Sept. 2,1858, at 

II 
I 

I I 

I 
I 
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Co., N. Y. She was born Jan. 17, 1841, in Allegany where the father was a renter until 1865 wh 
d . f'l d' , en Co., N. Y., and is a daughter of Obadiah and Luna remove IllS ami y an Interests to St. John's ;t Fry. Six children have been horn to Mr. and Mrs. ton Co., Mich., and rented farms in that ' 

Whitney, three of whom are deceased-Isabel, Hiram until 1869. 
B. and Walter. William B. is a printer in Coburg, In that year, Mr. Gaumer came to Isabella 
Can. Irving E. and Wallace remain with their par- and entered a homestead claim of 80 acres 
ents. township of Coldwater, which he made his U:li,IQ~:nClIi ' 

The portrait of Mr. Whitney is presented on and liveu upon about six years, when he exc:halnlrl~~ 
another page. It will prove a substantial addition to farms with his father, who owned 80 acres on 
the collection of portraits of representative men in 22. On this he resided about eight years, When 
Isabell a County. sold out and about a year afterward he bought 

acres on section 22, where he has since lived. 

C>----~~--'" 

zra P. Plowman, farm er on section 32, Coe 
Township, is a son of William T. anu 
Mary A. (Potts) Plowman, natives of the 

State of New York, anu was born in Oakland 
Co., Mich., Oct. '5, ,834. At the age of seven, 
he went with his parents to Clinton County, 

where he developed into manhood, securing a limited 
English education. 

In the fall of [854 he came to this county and 
bought J60 acres in Coe Township, where he now re­
sides. He has since sold 40 acres, and of the re­
mainder 90 acres are under c ultivation. 

He was married in Gratiot County, March 3,1857, 
to Barbara I,., daughter of Joseph and Martha (Mc­
Kee) Brady, natives of Pennsylvania. Mrs. P. was 
born in Wyandot Co., Ohio, May 20, 1840, and 
came to this county with her parents in 1855. Hav­
ing no family of their own, Mr. and Mrs. Plowman 
have cared for and reared three chiltlren,-William 
Small, Salem V., Richardson and Louisa M. Gifford. 
Mr. .P. has held the office of Highway Commissioner 
several terms. Politically, he is independent, but he 
generally supports the R epublican party. 

\ 

illiam H. Gaumer, farmer, section 22, 

. Coldwater Township, was born May 15, 

1850, in the State of Pennsylvania, county of 

Lehigh. His par~nts, Isaac and Mary D. 

(Metz) (;aumer, were born respectively in Penn­
sylvania and New Jersey. They callie to Mich­

igan in April, T855, anu settied in Oakland County, 

the year ,877, M r. Gaumer went to Denver, 
out 011 the first day of January. He returned 
28, ,877, anu, dnring his absence, was engaged 
carpentry at Ballarat and Jamestown, exceptinl 
few days, when he was employed in the :Sm,uKldei 
mine at Ballarat. 

Mr. Gaumer was married June 19, 1873, to 
phronia A., daughter of William F. and 
(Decker) Baker. She was born Aug. 30, 1853. 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 'UI'.LUII~a: 
as follows : Euna A., Sept. 7, J 875; Mattie S., 
3,1877 (died Feb. 21, 1883); Charles E., March 
1880; William T., Sept. 3°,1883. 

Mr. Gaumer is a Republican in political faith. 
father died April J 3, 1879, in Coldwater TOlwlIl.hiilii 

and his mother resides with her daughter, Mrs. 
E. Forbes. 

ames Tubbs, proprietor of the 
House, at Loomis (Wise Township), 
born in Chemung Co., N. Y., March 

181 2. His parents, Lebbeus and 
(Matthews) Tuhbs, were natives of Orange 

N. Y. After their marriage they settled 
Chemung Co., N. Y., where they passed the 
iog portion of their lives. The father died July 
1843; the mother died about 1853. 

Mr. Tubbs has been an agriculturist during 
greater part of his active life. He was a 
his native county until he was 32 years of age. 
May, 1844, he settled in Oakland Co., Mich., whe .. 
rented different farms for a period of four yean, 
which he removed to Genesee Co., Mich., and 
tied upon IGo acres of wild land. He spent 16 
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~~'-t ~:;I:::~;nent, al)(1 al. the end of th;1I tillie sold 
1111 s . 

d lll'lde another transfer to (laklancl ( ,OUllty. 
out an - . . " 

, _ hought :l40 acres 01 land III t!le towllslllP 01 
Ie. I I I '1 I . , tlighbntl, alld reslt el .t lCJ'eOII 11.lltl. t Ie SpJ'1ll g "I 

Xlif when he agalll disposed of hiS property alld 
I. ), '11" M' I II 

V -d to I'ellt()nVI e, (.cnesce ( ,0., Ie 1. e was rC1i1O e . 
. . 1l,.tired health, alld he spent onc year In th a t 
111 111 • 
villagc in comparative dlclless to regain health an.u 
stren.,th. In the spring of 187.1, he purchased 'a 
hote1in Holly, Oakland County, which he rt:tained 
and managed nearly two years. He again sold out, 

nd in the fall of J 873 he came to Isabella County a . .. 
and became the propTietor of the hotd which he IS 

now conductin g, and which is the most prominent 

public hOllse in Loomis . In r~gard to na~ional affairs, 
he is a Democrat, and cast hiS first Presidential vote 

(or t\ndrew Jackson. 
Mr. Tubbs was first married in his native county, 

in December, 1833, to Charlotte Bailey, a native of 
the same county. She bore him four children­
Robert B, Melinda, Fletcher and Alice C . The 
second named died when she was 24 years old. The 
mlllherdied April 17, ISO,), in Oakland County . Mr. 
'I'u(,(,s was again IIlarried, in the last llal1leu county, 
Aug. 8, IX66, to Jeannette \'Jaxwdl. She was born 
Jan. II, ,834, of Scotch an cestry. Mrs. Tubbs is a 
lady of l1Iore than ordinary educational attainl11ents, 
and was a successful anu popular teacher of Oakland 
County, where she taught, 7 terms of school. 

harles T. Russell, Prosecuting Attorney of 
Isabella County, was born May '7,1853, 
in Grand Ledge, Eaton Co., Mich. John 

W. Russell, his father, was born Aug. 24, I R, 9, 
in Oneida Co., N. Y., of English ancestry. lIe 
was married in ,84', to Sophronia 1.. C;l1np­

a native of Canandaigua Co., N. Y., where she 

~~ born in 1820, of Scotc h parentage. Their fa111-
Ily Included seven sons, two of whom beca111e soldiers 
~r the Union. Edwin O. and James Franklin, the 
two eldest, enlisted in the Seventh Mich. Cav. The 

latter died May 10, 1865, of disease contracted in 

army. He was '9 years old, and passed through 
mUch arduous service under Gen . Sheridan in the 
yalley of the Shenandoah al~d elsewhere . John W. 

was, ill poillt of fact, the lillllHler (If (;ralld 
, where he settled al)()ut the year I ~'H . AIIH)lIg 

always I.eell a 111;1.11 or ;Idivity alld ellterprise, alld 
idelltified with the p1'llgress or the p\;1<'e . lie OWIl S 

a va IlIal.le esl;1.te of 2X O acres Il eal' (; rand I.edge, 
wllcre he resides; ;1.11<1 he is 0(, ye; lrs old. ( 'alvin <:., 
()Iiver E., J. Newtllil all(\ Fred are the llallleS or his 
ot her SOilS. 

M r. ('. T. Russell is the s ixth SOil of his par­
ents. lIe was a studellt in the district sc hools, and 
afterwards studied at the High School in (;ralld 
Ledge. II e decided on the profession of law fo r his 
vocatioll in life, and on leaving sc hool he engaged in 
teaching winters and readin g law SUln111crs. He ' 
passed three yeilrs in this manncr, and was aclmilteu 

to practi ce in the Stale Courts or Mic higan, at Char­
lotte, Eaton COl:llty,Oet. '5, IX77. He cal11e to Ml. 
Pleasant, where he opened his of/ice for prac tice, 
April 25, 187X. ' 

Ife has met with gratifying success, ilnd has at­
tailled sOllle notoricly throu gh his conllection with 
noted cases, among which was thc tri al of Joseph 
Bllc her, at Harrisoll, Clare COUllty, for Iliurder, ill 
which GlSe he was assoc iateu with H . II. (;raves. 

Th'~ follow i ng jou1'11al i s tic COlli mellts on the man­
agelnellt and outcoille uf this celebrated trial, will 
present a better exhil,it of the forellsic ahilities of 
M r. Russell than later records can do, as they were 
cotemporary and the puhlic interest in th e case was 
at the time intense. 

The 1\1 t. Pleasant 1i'iblllu: said: "ehas. T. Rus­
sell, as counsel for the defense in the case of People 

vs . Bucher, made one of the most eloquent argu­
ments to which we have ever listened. He is a law­
yer of rare prol1Jise, and we predict for him a urilliant 
future ... 

Saginaw Coltrio' : ., Mr. Charles Russell, onc of the 

defendant's counsel, argucd the law points 10 Judge 
Ilart, in which he showed great familiarity with his 
sul,ject. His brief was very exhaustive, eXhil,iting 
extensive research among voluillillous legal 111atter. 
If the defendant is not aeq uitled, it will lIot ue the 
fault of his coullsel, who have not left a stone UI1-

= = 
~ = = 
~ 

turned that would work to the ddendant 's benefit. ~ 

1\1r. Russdl is :1. young man, and though not long iu ~t 
practice, is fast c1illlhing to the top round of the Iad- ~ 
of the liar f,f IsaIH;ILt ( :Olilily." (~)) 

Other 110teS: "The y secured ror th e ir diellt a dis- -( 

~ ' r.' . ..... VJ7;) I, g-'~~i'~: '''''~s ~ ':·' \A'\:Y ~\~~~ 
~~'"' 
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agreeme nt of the jury, and he was nevu convicted." 
Mr. R.llssell's argument to th e jury was a striking 

exhil>it of his character as a man . His positioll was 
that or a defellller uf tl\(,; ge l'l'l'al principle uf IHIIIl a n 
rights, and that every accused person is presumably 
innocent until conclusively proved guilty; and he 
argued with distinguished ability on the essentials 
to crime and the necessity of integrity in the evi­
dence where so great a question as human liberty is 

involved. 
In 1880, Mr. Russ ell was appoillted Villa ge Att(lr­

ney , a nd in 1881 accepted th l.: position of Village 
Prl.:sident. He was elected Prosecuting Attorney 
o n the ])emocrati c Licht by a majority of 207 votes, 
- a most flatLt.:ring result, as the district is strongly 
RepUblican. The vote on the village ticket of Mt. 
Pleasant was Rql\lhli can, and Mr. Russell was the 
only sllccessful nominee on the Democratic tickl.:t. 
] [e has l>een thl.: incu mlient of numerous minor 
official positions . lI e is a 1lll.:llll>er of the Order of 
Odd Fl.:lIows at 1\1't. I'kasanl. 

The marriage of M r. Rllssdl to Nellie l\ol . Whitt.: 
occurred J\farch 22, J f)X2 , at Iluriington, VI. Shl.: was 
horn at ])u.\bury, Vt., March x, 1853, and is a 
dau ghter of Walter H. and Ll.:stina White. One 
child-Ruby-was born to Mr. and Mrs. Russell, 
Feb. 10, 1883. Mr. White was horn in Vermont, 
l\Iarch 8, 1823, and has been a prominent fanncr 
and activl.: politician of Chittl.:nuen County many 
years. H e was a membe r of the Assembly of th e 

Green Mountain State in the years 187 8-9. His 
wife was born in Duxbury, Vt., March 3 r, 1833. 

I 

~ :;.'k' A ,:\..~ 'It\. ')[")\...... "D., 

~I.·· I " errit~ Leon~rd (dl.:ceased), fanll e r on 

,:~~. , ~ sec.llOn 22, COl.: Towns hip, was I>orn in 
~ l~~~:_, "i (: reen c Co., l'a., Allg. :! I, I X I X, alld was 

.. . ~\\V\ tltl.: son or I A)t a.nd Eli/,ai>L'lh .I.eun:t~·d, n:t­
;. ,. tives uf l'enlisylvailla. !-Il.: practl('cd hiS [lro-

(tj ft.:ssion (medicinl.:) in thl.: Keystolle St;l\e ulltil 

L I It.;ceml>er, I Xo'), when he ClInl.: with his family to 

~
'?,~ Isal>l.:lla COllnty and I)oll ght 120 acres in COl.: Town­

't,'~ ship, on which he resided IIntil his tkath, whi ch 0<:­

CIIITl.:d Jan. IX, IX71. 
,~ 

t( .,) lie W:lS Ill arril.:d in \Vashillgtoll ( '0., I'a., May I, 

(Clark) Dickerson, natives of Pennsylvania. 

L. was I)om in Washington, Pa., May 25,1826. 
this Illarriagl.: six children werl.: born, four of 

SIIrVIVl.:: Willialll D., Or\alldo A., Leroy H. 
Li zz il.: 1\'1. Lot 1.. and an inf~lIlt are deceaSed. 

Ibert A . Shaver, dealer in furniture, 

.2) 'io . taker, and Treas urer of Clare 8 ~1)/.;)!J 
;~j~~C§j sides at Clare,. ne.ar the Isabella Coullty 
'r'~j. He was lJom In Steuben Co., N. Y., Sept. 
II I X40, the 5011 of ] .ewis and Sarah 

Shavl.:r, natives of New England and 
lish.German dl.:scent. The father died in 

CUlInty, this State, in 1879; the mother resides 
M r. Shaver at Clare. 

Thl.: SI1I>jl.:cl of this ' ske tch came with his 
to ElIlersol1 'l'ownshi 1', (; ratiot Co., Mich., in I 

and lived there until Sl.:pl. 13, 18oz. On that 
hl.: enli stl.:d in Co. I), 20th Mich. Vol. Inf., and 
cOlllllland was assigned to the Army of the 

under l;en. H ancock. On the last day's fight in 
Wilderness he was wounded in the left hip by 
minie-ball. He also fought at Petersburg and 
the South -Side Railroad, of Virginia, where he 
again wounded, a bull ct passing through the 
and kidney. At the tim e he received this 
wound he was color-bearer of his regiment. 
thesc two injuries he was in hospital 13 

He was discharged July 24, 18°5, after an honol~abl 
service of about three years. 

H.eturning to Gratiot County, he lived at home 
years, during which tillll.: he was married to 
rV1UsCOll, a nativl.: of (:ratiot Cuunty, where she 
I,orn ,\ pril I), I X49. After nlarriage, he resided on 
farlll ill (;ratiut COllnty IIlltil IX71, when he came 
( :Iare. I fere he worked at carl'l.:ntry, which 
hl.: had leamed after leaving the army. He built 
fir~t hOlJ se .in ( :1arl', camping uut under a large 
trl.:e whi le at work on the same. ]n August, I 

hl.: ent e red UpOIl his I'rl.:sellt IHl~illes; with a stock 
$ 1 ,:!oo, which is now illCn:a:;l.:d to $5,000. He 
an allilual 1>llsilless of $0,000. 

I\,\ r. S. is Trus\t:c of the ('ollgregational Chu 

of which he alld wife are active mem\Jers. He ~ IXS I, tu J .lnl.:, dal'l,;htn of Willialll and l\1arlha 
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been School Assessor, and for six years TreaslI rer. 
In 1879 he was Supervisor, and the following year 
he was elected County Treasurer, which office he 
nOW holds. In politics, he is a staunch Republican. 

N. Brown, attorney, banker, and 
lumberman, residing at Mt. Pleasant, was 
born in the city of New York, Jun e 24, 

1849. His parents, James and Sarah {Wales} 
Brown, belong to the race known and com-

'" preliended distinctively as Scotch-Irish. The 

father was connected with lumbering int erests in the 
metropolis of the Empire State, and about the yea r 
1852 removed his family and interests to Zilwaukee, 
Saginaw Co., Mich. Two years later they went to a 
farm in Richland Township, where the family now 

reside. 
Mr. Brown's mother is one of that class of women 

whom no pen can adequately portray; to whom 
m'ltherhood brings a sense of respon sibility which 
tan never be obliterated; whose duties can never he 
wholly discharged while life continues, amI whose 
best praise is that "her children arise u)! and caU 
her blessed," Reverses might hamper choice in the 
method of the training of her sons in such a mother, 
but her purpose to guide them in proper avenues 
could be affected by no circumstances, and she 
molded them from their earliest years by her quiet 
but inflexible personal influence. She felt that, in 
this country, the empire of mind must be the ollly 
object worthy of aspiration, and she sacrificed every­
thing to obtain for her children the opP1rtunities and 
advantages she herself was powerless to supply . 

The son, who is the sub)' ect of this sketch was , , 
even in his early boyhood, a boy with a purpose. 
Although so young, he had developed an eager taste 
(or knowledge which to the observant, vigilant moth­
er seemed certain to lead him to the results she so 
earnestly desired for him; and whe n the family left 
~ginaw he ~ecame the protege of the Hon. Amasa 

~st, of Sagmaw, from whom and his family he re­
C~lVed the kindest aid and encouragement. H e paid 
hIs way by manual labor in the intervals of school 
and made marked progress. He obtained odd job~ 
of ~mployment and saved his earnings lintil he :tC-
'luI red '1 Slill' , I I' 1 ' . ., ICl ent SUIII to ( e ray II ~ eXV\,:IIWs willie 

attending the High School in the city of Saginaw, 
where he was a pupil one year, during which he 
lll as~ered every branch of study taught in the school 
and passed a most creditable examination before he 
had attained the age of 12 years. 

Young as he was, his act ive mind had been thor­
oughly aroused by the events which preceded the ad­
vent of ci viI war; and when matters culminated in 
the assault on Fort Sumter he sought with eagerness 
an avenue where he could exert his small strength 
and effort in behalf of the Republic. He became c;. 

drummer boy and continued to serve in that capacity 
throughout the entire course of the contest. He en­
rolled Oct. 16, 1861, in Saginaw City, in Co. B, Mich. 
Vol. Inr, under Capt. Charles H . Richmond. He 
was under fire through most of the prominent en­
gagements in which hi~ regiment was involved. 

Perhaps the most remarkable fact in the career of 
Mr. Brown was the indomitable purpose of his boy­
hood, to which he adhered without change or shadow 
of turning. The incidents and events of camp life, 
filled with thrillin g novelty and calculated to interest 
and ahsorb a keen, ambitious mind, never caused 
hilll to waver in the pursuit of knowledge, to which 
he devoted every leisure moment and which instiga­
ted in him a frugality which n:sulted in the ~aving of 
every dolla r of his earnings. At the termination of 
the war he had accumulated sufficient money to en­
able him to obtain a university education, to which 
he had looked forward as the acme of his youthful 
ambitions and aspirations. He ' matriculated at an 
ed ucational institution at Rochester and was gradu­
ated there with all the honors for which he had so 
assiduously labored and so laudably craved with all 
the desire of a strong, young soul, full of the aspira­
tions of a noble nature, guided by a judgment and 
firmness of character which would have graced men 
of maturity and experience. His constant and unre­
mitting efforts resulted in the temporary loss of his 
sight, and he came back to Detroit in darkness, under 
the care of a personal friend , Rest and the best 
medical skill proved effective, and one of his first 
efforts after his recovery consisted in making an ex­
tended tour through the northern portion of Mich­
iga n, in company with the friend and patron of his 
boyhood. The route included Isabella County, then 

in an unhroken state of nature, whi ch he traver~ed 
antI olJserved with illterest withuut even an intllition 

.. . " = = 
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that it would constitute the scene of the efforts of his der the style of Brown & Leaton, one of the m 

l)J"omincnt le:.!ul relations of this section of M.,ch., oat later years. ~. gall 
On his returnto Saginaw he entered the employ of and well-known from its connection with importa 

" . lit 
the Hon. D. H . Jerome as uook-keeper, a position local htlgatlOn . 

which he filled with such marked ability and integrity Mr. Brown has achieved signal £Uccess as a busi. 
as to secure the entire respect and confidence of the ness man, and has displayed the same acumen in his 
distinguished gentleman in whose interests he acted. investments as in his other efforts through tife. He 
He refused a liberal offer for furth er services in a is the owner of several thousand acres of land rated 
position of advancement to attend the University of alllong the most vailiaule in Isabella County. He 
Michigan at Ann Arbor. He had lost a large pw- has made his purchases from some of the most PrOm-
portion of the money he had saved fur his education, inent lumber firms in Northern Michigan and has IC-

through the misfortunes of a friel:d to whom he had complished slI\)stantial results in lumbering ope"" 
made a tempurary loan; but, instead of yielding tu tions in his own behalf. 

the weight of the disaster, he found in it only the in- In the local interests of his township, village and 
centive to greater effort. He endured absolute pen- county, Mr. Brown has been and is an invaluabl~ 
ury during hi s collegiate course, and through the factor. He operates on the basis of a truly wise maQ 
closing days subsisted on the most meager fare. He who recognizes the fact that the furtherance of ge": 
was graduated with hOllor and suon after entered the eral interests pays largest to the promoter, while hi 
office of the A ttorney General of Michi~all, the Hon. u1\sel fishness alld disinterestedness are unm,·s ital,aJII, 
Dwight May, at Kalamazoo, being specially rccom- set forth. He has invariably shown himself ready 
mended by the University faculty for the position . aid substantially in every project that seemed to 

~. The quality of his se rvices may be readily estimated a promise for his own or future generations. He 
~ by the fact that he was soon entrusted with the most never held his lands as a monopolist, but has 
@ important business pertaining to the office, even to a practice of offering the most liberal 'terms to 
~ the preparation and a rgument of State ca~es in the se ttl ers and affording means of improvement. 

Supreme Court, and that he received special official moral attitude is unblemished, and in his 
commendation from the Attorney General. cunnections he is most consistent and tolerant. 

On the termination of his connection with the is a communicant of the Church of England, and 
office of the Attorney General, Mr. Brown returned of the most substantial testimonials to his libenilltt2 
to Saginaw and began his career as an attorney, de- and genuine Christian purpose is the elegant 
voting himself especially to a class cf cases for which of the denomination in which he was born and 
his character ar.d peculiar abilities eminently fitt ed near his residence at Mt. Pleasant, in the el1::ct1 ... 
him, and of which the state of affairs in Isabella and e'luipment of wilich he and his wife were 

,1 County were in extreme need . The interests of the instrumental. The inside of the beautiful 
non-resident land-holders were in the utmost peril is designed after a model on the estate of the 

~ from the manipUl ations of a variety of rascals, whom of Devonshire, and is very elaborate without the 
Federal institutions seem powerless to eradicate, and attempt at ostentation. 

whose business is the direct olitCrop of the rnal- In 1R7R the only daughter of Gen. Dwight 
feasance in office which has left indelible stains became the wife of Mr. Brown, and they 1"~1.~blrahllll 
upon the escutcheon of the RepUblic. To the honest their marriage by an extended continental 
efforts and clear-sightedness of Mr. Brown, is Isa- Mrs. Brown i" in every sense the counterpart of 

~ bella County indebted more than to any other one husband. Cultured, well. bred, possessed of 
~ individual for the peerless condition of her municipal and gifts of nature granted to few, she shed~ ! affairs. luster of a perfect womanhood over the eleganCiei 

~
~ ~ In 1872 he est1.blished his legal practice at Mt. the circumstances which surround her. In her 

Pleasant. In 187.3 he was compelled by the colossal relation s she is gracious and genial; in her 
proportions of his office business to divide its labors, life she shines as nowhere else; and a; an 
and he associated with himself Juhn C. Leaton, UIl- Christian lady solicitol\s for tht; well-being of 

E 
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lid her she has no superio r and fe w pcc rs. 
:11'011' ' 
Among other l~cal matters with :vhich ~l e r na me and 
influence are 1I1se parably assoCI a ted IS the publi c 

library at Mt. Pleasant, of whic h she was fo r a lon g 

t' rne the chi ef official. 
I . 

The home of M r. Brown IS t ha t of a gentlem a n of 

cultll red tas te a nd un a ffected inte lligence. Art amI 
literature have contributed to its auo1'llment ,and 
value, and the m ementoes of the fore ign travels of 
Mr. Brown a nd his accomplish ed wife a re e ve rywh e re 

visible. The coll ection of pictures is uni(]u e in thi s 

section, in ra rity and notoriety; the private library 

contains a large and choice selec tion from the IJest 

authors, and the law library of Mr. Brown is the most 

extensive in Northern Michiga n . 
The eX1ct attitude of a man to his ge neration and hi s 

influence in the community to which he belongs ca n 

be justly estimated from the stand-point of no other 

man's prejudice or fa vor. Opinions differ a s educa­

tion molds menta lity, a nd experi ence teaches th e bio­

grapher to portray character from th e standard of 

motive and achievement. Opportunity may se rve 

largely in what one accomplishes, but th e und erlyin g 
fact that a greater ability is necessary to th e ju st com­

prehension and valu e of opportun ity is le ft o ut o f 
consideration. ]f a man tak es advantage of a c hance 

that opens before him, he is cOlllparatively insigllifi­
cant in view of the opportunity being a ffo rded. Ob­

jects and sound a re vain without th e complemellts o f 
sight and hearin g ; but th e co mpara tive siglli (i ca ne e 

is quite apparent , and th e scope of th e o ne uulimi teu 

while the other is in a se nse but th e res ult of acci­

dent. The res ponsi bility li es with those wh o fa il to 
take advantage of the tide a nd move on to disast e r, 

while they who accept the flow a t th e opportun e mo­
ment, win its ad va ntages and seem b ut th e childre n 

of prosperity. The fac t t h a t o th e rs fa il , in no se nse 

detracts from the merits of those who win. The re­
lations of Mr. Brown to I sabell a County a re s uc h a s 

to render him promine nt in h is ge nera tion . His 

benefactions to the community of whic h h e is a mem­

ber are numbe rle ss, and in the m ajority of th em h e 

is simply wise and provident. H e exercises the ut­
~ost discrimination and guides hi s o pe rat ions with th e 
View of benefit ing the greates t possibl e number. H e 
prefers to act un t ramm eled, a nd pc rsist l:ntly re fus cs 
Office, although re pea tedly solic ited to 1eIHI his ll :J. IIl C 
for positions which in themselves re fl ect hon o r UpOl1 
the incumbent. 

lie wa s nOlllinateu Se pt. 7, IXX2, to re present the 

24th Senatorial District of Michigan, comprising the 

counties of Isabell a , Midla nd, Clare a nd Gratiot, but 

d eclined. The election was secure, a s the Republi­

can majo rity in the di stri c t was ve ry large. Jan . J, 

I XX], the bank of Brown , H a rri s & Co., was organ­

ized, and the institntion has since operated in the 
linancial avenues comillo n to similar esta blishments 

with satisfactory results. M r. Brown was el ected the 

Vice- President and o ne o f t he Direc tors of the 

Lallsin g, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & No rthern Railroad, 

and is a member o f its Executive Committee. He 

rece ived election Feb . 5, suiJsel[U e nt to th e incorpo ra­

tion of the road . The Jlortrait of Mr. Ihown a ppears 

on page 474. 

lijah Moore (deceased), la te resident of 

Coe T ownship, was bo rn in C h a uta uf[u a 

Co., N. Y., J a n . 27. 18 17, and is a son of 

Elij a h and J a ne (Cazar) Moore, na tives of M as-

sachllsetts, a nd of Puritan a ncestry. The par-

ents were married in th e Bay State, and 
journ eyed on horseback fl c m Massachu setts to 

Ch a utauCjua Co., N. Y., where they liveu until th eir 
d eath,---he dying Nov . 10, 1840, anu she May 26, 
18 02. They reared se ve n c hildren out of nin e uorn 

to th e nl: Reuecca, John, Isaac, Cath e rin e, Elsie, 
W a lter, Elijah, Eben and J a ne. 

The subjec t of this reco rd wa s the fourth s')n . He 

a ttended the commo n scl-,ools of his neighuorhood 

until I I yea rs o ld, a nd a fte rwards attended the acad­

emy at M ayville, in hi s na tive county, until 22 

yea rs old. With this e ffi cie nt prepa ration, he taught 

sc hool with gratifyin g snccess for e ight years a t Nor­

wa lk, Ohio, three years a t Amhe rst, Ohio, a nd also 

at othe r places,- - in all 52 te rm s, He was prominent 
in public a ffa irs when he lived in N ew York and ; 

Ohio, a nd held m a ny offices . H e was e ngaged 'at ' 

v a rious times in lecturin g, and bein g .possessed of a 

m agnetic temperament, he a lw ays h ad comple te con­

trol of his a udien ce. H e was the owner of a fine 

farm of 250 :Icres in C ha uta nq ua County, which he 
sold ill FeI)l'Ilary, I XG", a nd cam e to Isal)(;11a Co unty . 
Ire lirs t 1)()lIgilt Xo acres in what is now Salt ,River. 

He sel ected this land with th e sole id ~a of fC )unding 

a vill a ge, in whi c h h e succeeded . He also own ed 
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" t 60 acres in different parts of tht: township of Coco 

He was of a genial, hospitable disposition, and, with 
:t a desire to furm the acquaintance of all the new 
T comers in the neighborhood, he opened a hotel in a 

log house at Salt River, of the commodious qimen­
sions of 18 x 20 fect. This was often filled to over­
flowing with travelers. He afterwards put up a 
good house on the corner where a hotel is now kept 
by W. H. Kinter, and had an extensive patronagp . 

County, and in 1879 he was elected Clerk of h 
J . C' 1" te oInt 0Il1Il11ttee on axatlOn of the Legislat r . ., ure 0 
MIchIgan. Dllnng the same year he comme ...a 

. . f nc"", 
the [lublrcatlOn 0 the Northwestern Tribune at S I 

~ . ,. 
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He kept a strictly tem perance house. 
He platted what is now Salt River in September, 

1866. 
He was married in Chautauclua Co., N. Y., Sept. 

12,1839, to Samantha, daughter of Robert and Betsy 
(Crane) Wilkins, natives of Maine. She was born in 
Stockton, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., June 4. 18'9. and 
became the mother of three dau ghters: Wealthy 
M., Betsey and Alice. The first named is now tht: 
wife of J . J. Upton, and the other two art: dt:ceased. 

Mr. Moore died at Salt River, Dec. 28, 187 '2, after 
a prosperous and useful life. His wife follow ed him 
from this world of care May 2, ,880. He was a 
member of the Baptist Church, \Jut was liberal IJ1 

his views. Politically, he was a Democrat. 

imeon C. Brown, ed itor and proprietor of 
the Northwestern T ribune, published at 
Mt. Pleasant, was born in Clay Township, 

Knox Co., Ohio, May I, 1825. He removed 
with his parents, when he was 12 years old, to 

Marion Co., Ohio, where he resided until 1845 . 
During this time he was educated as a physician and 
began the practice of his profession at Locke, Knox 
Co., Ohio, in the year r845. He removed in 18SZ 
to Williams County in the Buckeye State, where he 
pursued his chosen vocation until, 864, when he en­
listed as a soldier in the war for the Union. He was 

River, and in March, 1881; he removed his intere:: 
to Mt. Pleasant, where he IS now engaged in prose. 
cuting his journalistic enterprise. 

.---~--4 

M. Hopkins, farmer, section 3, Deer .. 
field Township, is a son of Allen and 
lah (Hodges) Hopkins, natives oCthe State 

of New Jersey, who moved to this State and 
setllt:d in Ionia County in 1832, where our 
ject was born March 24, 1854. 

Francis M. remained under the parental fOC:II-tret:...i.: 

assisting his fath er on the farm and attending the 
common schools nntil he a ttained the age of man­
hood . He then went to Montcalm County 
remain ed 14 years, engaged in farming, and theo 
returned to Ionia County. In the spring of 1880, 
H. came to this county and settled on his pre:se.lt:!j 
farm of 50 acres, 35 of which are in a good state 
cultivation. Mr. Hopkins was united in 
Aug. 2r, 1870, with Barbara, daughter of George 
Isabella (Dawalt) Myers . The father is de(:e&lledtl 
and the mother is still living, in Steuben Co., 
Mrs. Hopkins was born in Williams Co., Ohio, 
20, 185 I. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins are the parents of six 
dren, all of whom are living, and were born as 100.lOlInn r' 

Wm. W., Oct. 24, 187 I; Jennie, Nov. I, ,873; 
nie, Aug. 30, 1875; Elmer E., Feb. 20, 1878; 
A .• Jan. 19, 1881, and Frederick C., May 20, 

Mr. H. is an esteemed and respected citizen of 
township, and has held the offices of Township 
lector and Path Master, and several school offices. 

··.It ,~ 
in the service but a short time and was mustered out *~ f 
Feb. I, r864, on account of disability. ~ . jl.? ebster T. Ross, farmer on section 23, 

In 1867, Mr. Brown was elected Journal Clerk of } ~ Town ship, is a son of Wilbur and 
the Ohio House of Representatives. In the following .) . ' /l:.rV< · (Thorn) Ross, natives of the State of 
year he removed to Gull Prairie, Isabella Co., Mich. ., :' York, and was born in Ontario Co., N. 
While a resident there he was elected Justice of the ' - Nov. 13, 1827. When he was nine 
Peace and continued to hold the incumbency of the old, he removed with his parents to ...... " ••• ...,., 
position eleven :;uccessive years. He has served County, this State. There he lived until 1846, 
two years as Cirr:uit-Court Commissioner of Isabella he returned and spent 10 years in Ontario Co., N. 
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- d in farming. In the fall of that year he came 
engage . S d' I f II f to Hillsdale County, thIs tate, an III t 1e a 0 

6 he came to this county and bought 40 acres on 
18 ~ 11 23 Coe where he has since resided. He 
sectlO " . . 

about 24 acres under cultivatIOn. 
has "O'C NYN He wa, marfled In ntano 0., . ., ov. 10, 

8 to Eliza daughter of James and Mary (Tower) 
I 50, ,. 
Eddy, natives of the State of. Vermont. She ~as 
\JO n in Chili, Monroe Co., MIch., May 22, 183 1 • 

F:ur children have blessed their marriage: William 
W Charles A., George E. and Mary E. 

·Mr. Ross has been Township Superintendent of 
Schools tWO years, Drain Commissioner two years, 
School Inspector one year, School Assessor one year, 
and School Director 12 years. He is an educational 
man, and has taught school in Isabella, Gratiot and 
Midland Counties 60 months. He is a Freemason, 
and is politically a Republican. 

dwin Russell, farmer on section 19, Vernon 
Township, is a son of Richard and Mary 
Ann (Walker) Russell. The parents were 

natives of England, emigrated in 1855, and 
now reside in Simcoe Co., Can. The subject 

of this notice was born in Somersetshire, Eng., 

Jan. 15, 1841, and lived with his parents until 23 
years old. He came with them to America in 1848, 
landing at New York. He went thence to Quebec, 
and then to Toronto. For four years he lived four 
miles from the latter city. He then moved about 100 

uorn in Saginaw, June 4, 1877; and Joseph Adrian, 
uorn in Vernon Township, Oct. 21,1880. 

Mr. Russell is in political affiiiation a Repuulican. 
He has been Highway Commissioner one year, and 
is a highly esteemed citizen of Vernon Township and 
Isabella County. 

We take great pleas'.lre in lJresentinj:( the Jlortraits 
of both Mr. and Mrs. Russell in this Al.BUM, on pre­
ceding pages. 

mr arvin D. Richardson, of the firm of F. 
" A. Stebbins & Co., proprietors of the Ben­

:s.. '\ nett House, Mt. Pleasant, is the son of 
\\\~ Elias and Lucinda (Dolld) Richardion, and 
. was born in Roynlton, Fulton Co., Ohio, June 

J _I, 1838. Elias Richardson was horn Jllly 3, 
1821, in Royalton, Niagara Co., N. Y. In 1830, in 
company with five brothers and two brothers-in-law, 
-Thomas, Butler, Hiram, Elisha and Martin Rich­
ardson, and George Welsh and A. H. Henderson,­
he came to Ohio. They left Niagara County and 
came to the city of Detroit by water. They set out 
thence for Lucas Co., Ohio, where they settled, each 
one entering a claim of 160 acres of land. They 
established a township, which they named Royalton, 
in memory of that they left, and which is now in 
Fulton County, then attached to Lucas County. 
Hiram Richardson is the only Oile of the brothers 
who is deceased, and all are living on the land of 
which they were the original proprietors. 

The father of Mr. Richardson is the third son and 
miles north of Toronto, to a place called Medonta, fourth child of his parents. His wife is a native of 
where he lived I I years. In 1864 he came to Sag- the village of Cortland, N, Y., and was born Sept. 2, 
inaw, this Slate, where he remained 15 years, engag- 1814. Their marriage occurred in Niagara Co .. N. 
ed in lumbering and milling. In 1879 he removed to Y. Their children were Melissa and Minerva 
Isabella County, where he had purchased his present (twins), who were bOrn May 26, 1830' The first 
farm of 573 acres about 1868. He has industriously named died on the day of birth; the second died 
cut off the pine and improved for cultivation about June 9, following. Martin and Marvin (twins) were 
250 acres. He built a fine house in 1882, and a barn born June 14, 1838. Martin died \ ug. 19, 1838. 
in 1881, at a cost of perhaps $7,000. Minerva A. was born Aprils, 1840, and is the wife 

He Was married Jllne 0, 1873, to Emily Love, of T. G. Richardson, of Lyons, Ohio; Lovinia was 
daughter of Jacob and Anna (Root) Love, The par- . born June 7, 1844, and died July 23 of the same 
ents are now residents of Tioga Co., Pa. Mrs. Rus- year, 
~l\ Was born July 10, 1841, in Lycoming Co., Pa., and Mr. 
IS the mother of the following three children: Mary 
Ann, born in Saginaw Jllne 10, 1875; Edwin Lovell, he reached the age of 21 years 
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*- Ohio, where he purchased the mercantile interests of put in thorough repair. The house was opene~ 
~ Jenks Morey. He managed its affairs alone about I, 1.878, and Mr. Richardson continued its man an. +j six months, when he formed a partnership with James ment three and a half years, when he sold and:,v.e-

. . . D . d' '1 ent Hernck. At the eXpIratIOn of a year he sold out and to etrOlt, an ,111 co~pa~y wIt 1 Wheeler & Merrill, 
returned to Ho acres of land deeded to him by his engaged for a short tl1ne 111 the perfumery busine 
father when he attained his majority. He was mar- .I n ,88l he went to Ithaca, and in company with ;:. 
ried while in Lyons, at Sylvania, Lucas, Co., 0., Sept. ! son-in-law, F. A. Stebbins, leased the Fox (now a: 
3, rHS8, to Roby L, daughter of Sullivan and Fidelia tan) House. Later the firm leased the Clarend 
(Worden) Johnson. Mrs. Richardson was born in House at Ionia, and Mr. H.ichardson went 011 

Lake Co., Ohio, July 25, 184 I. Her father was born and managed its affairs about two months, when 
July J, 18 I 4, in the town of Lunenburg, Essex Co., I consequence of unforeseen circumstances, he ' 
Vt. Her mother is a native of Manlius, Onondaga quished his claim and returned to Ithaca. MetarL 
Co., N. Y., and was born April 2, 18,8. The record Stebbins & Richardson came to Mt. Pleasant in 
of the children 1) 01'11 to Mr. and Mrs. Richardson is 1883, and on the 18th of June following they _ .... _ ....... 
as follows: Lillie, born Sept. 2, 1860, died March the Bennett House. It is the leading house in 
'4, 186, ; Cora A. (Mrs. F. A. Stebhins: see sketch) pluckiest Illunici pality in Northern Michigan, and 
was born] une 2, 1862; Hettie L, March '3, 1866; managed in a manner that has secured for it 
Minerva 1'., Aug. 23, 1870, and Reedie E., Jan. 26, wide-spread, constant and increasing patronage. 
J 87 8. possesses every appointment and facility of modem 

Mr. Richardson continucd on the farlll two years, hotds and secures to its guests home-like and whole-
went he went to Lyons, Ohio, and bought the Ex- some accommodations of a first-class order. The 

~ change Hotel, whir:h he managed IS months. At proprietors are eminently fitted for their * the expiration of that time, he sold the hotel property in temperament and character, are genial, 
= and again embarked in mercantile husiness, asso- gentlemen, gi ving every attention to the comfort 
= ciated with George W. Edson. The connection ex- their patrons, and are business men of more 

isted two years, when Mr. Richardson became sole • ordinary abilities. 
proprietor by purchase, and continued to conduct his Mr. Richardson secured a good education in 
general mercantile interests eight years at that point, youth and taught several terms of school during 
when he went to Morenci, Lenawee Co., Mich ., and, minority. During the civil war he enlisted in 
in company with William Miner, established a large "National Guards," enrolling in the 130th 

store, and also conducted a series of '4 cheese fac- Ohio Vol., Col. C. Phillips. He was in ComlllADlf': 
tories and creameries, located at different points in D, under Capt. L. J. Carroll. His term of 
Southern Mi.chigan and Northern Ohio. The man- . continued 100 days, and his regiment received 
agement of their mercantile connections required the acknowledgment from President Lincoln for 
assistance of I:! derks, and they finishcd d aily for : oriolls services in the Army of the Potomac. 

market about 300 cheeses. In ,872 Mr. Mjner 
failed, and the entire concern was in the hands of 
Mr. Richardson, who operated alone until 1873, 
when the financial crisis which convulsed the busi­
ness world caused a shrink:lge of values in his 
possession to the amount of $30,000. I )isaster 
followed financial stringency, and in ,870 he relin­
quished his business. J n 1877 he came to St. Louis 
and hought the Commercial Hotel, in company with 
S. R. Dewey. He took possession of the Leonard 
House, in that village, which he occupied and con­

ducted for the accomlllodation of the traveling pub­
lic six Illonths, while the" Commercial" was bein·g 

~~--~ 

ohn J. Grimm, farmer, section 34, U'1I1 .... ' • . ~ 

Township, was born Feb. 13, 1826, 
Greene Co., Pa., and is the SOil of 

topher and Sarah (Parker) Grimm. His 
was of German birth and his mother 
native of New Jersey; both died in 

: Co., Pa. 
After he was 20 years of age Mr. Grimm 

an apprenticeship of ,8 months, learning the 
. shoemaking, to which he devoted several years. 
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began his work in that line in his native cOllnty and 
ursued the same vocation in West Virginia. In th e 

fan of 1865 he purchased 40 acres of la nd in Coe 
Township, Isabella County. It was in a wholly wild 
condition, and he took possession of it with his fam­
ily Feb. 28, rS66. In the spring of 1879 he ex­
changed his" 40" in Coe Township for 160 acres in 
the township of Gilmore, on which he has since ca r­
ried on the work of clearing, improving and cull'" 

vating. 
He was married Oct. 29,1854, in his native cOllnty, 

to Elizabeth, daughter of Martin and N:!ncy (Martin) 
Fox. The grandsires of Mrs. (;rimm we re both sol­
diers of the war of the Revolution. H er parents are 
living near Morgantown, W. Va" aged respectively 
94 and 88 years. Five of six children horn to M r. 
and Mrs. Grimm are living. Following is th:: rec­
ord : Oscar M., born Aug. 10,1855; Martin L., 
March 18,1860; William S., May 27, 1862; Nancy 
J.,March II, 1865; Hiram H., April 6, 1872; Clar­
ence N. was born May 14, 1869, and died June 23, 

following. 
the parent.s are members of the Disciples'Church. 

Mr. Grimm is a Republica n in political sentiment. 

ictor F. Conlogue, dealer in agricultural 
implements and manufacturer of harness­
makers' goods at Mt. Pleasant, was Ilorn 

Aug. 13, 1847, at Grand Rapids, Mich. His 
parents, Archibald and Sarah (Franklin) Con­
logue, removed from Michigan to Kendallville, 

NoLle Co., Ind., in r8S2, and a year later made a 
second transfer to Rome City, in the same cOllnty. 
The father died there two years afterward. 

Mr. Conlogue celebrated his fifteenth birth-day by 
enlisting as a soldier in the Union Army. He en­
rolled at Kendallville, in Co. A, r42d Ind. Vol. Inf., 
Capt. Ambrose Johnson. He remained in the ser­
vice until the end of the war, and received honorable 
discharge Aug. 6,1865, at Indianapolis; and reached 
home nine days later. His active service included 
the ca.npaigns in which his regiment figured. 

On his return to the life of a private citizen, he re­
sumed the occupation of farmer, to which he hall 
been trained, and continued the prosecution of that 
pursuit in the State of Indiana until 187 I, wben he 

came to Michigan and engaged with Hay Brothers, 
of Grant Township, Clare County. He spent IS 
months in the work of clearing land in their employ, 
with from six to twenty others similarly occupied, 
their labors resulting in the dearing of about 200 
acres of land. 111 the spring of 11173 he came to Lin­
coln Township, ill Isabella County, and hought XO 

acres of ti1l1lier land on section 10, when: heoperatcd 
until he had plac.o:d the entire tract under improve­
ments of the best character, with orchards, good 
buildings and other suitalJle farm fixtmes. He sold 
the place in the fa.1I of 1882. The previous spring 
he canle to Mt. Pleasant and engaged as salesman 
with C. M. Brooks & Co., deal ers in agricllltllTal im­
plements. In the fall he purchased their entire in­
terests and has since continued to manage a prosper­
ous business. His stock includes all varieti~s of 
farming implements a nd machinery, wagons, car­
riages, harness and other merchandise common to 
similar establishments. 

March I, [S84, he started a liranch store in Glad­
wi n, Mich ., where he is doing a satisfactory bu siness. 
His aggregate stock represents about $10,000, and 
his establishment is the only one of its kind a t Mt. 
Pleasant. His interests require two local assistants, 
and he em ployes three I raveli ng salesmen. 

Mr. Conlogue was married Nov. 3, 1870, at Ken­
dallville, Ind ., to Alice, daughter of Aaron and Nancy 
Fields. She was born May 13, T 854, in Cuyahoga 
Co., Chio. The two children now indllded in the 
family of Mr. Conlogue were born in Lincoln Town­
ship, as follows: Ethel L., Feb. IS, 1874, and Nel­
lie G., Jan. 2, [876. 

eorge Gruber, fanner on section 16, Coe 
Township, is a son of John and Catherine 
(Faust) Grulier, natives of the State of 

Pennsy I vania. The parents first ·settl ed in 
North ampton Co., Pa., and several years later 
reinoved to Clarion County, where they re­

mained until their death. He departed this life in 
r8SI,andshe Aug. 23, 1872. The father had liy 
this (his second) marriage seven children, in the fol­
lowing order : Peter, Christina. HeIlTY, I fannah, 
John, Andrew J. and George. 

The subject of thi s biography, the youngest of the 

= 
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f\lmily, was born in Northampton Co., l'a., Oct. 2, 
1828, and was nine years old when his parents re­
moved to Clarion County. He lived at home until 
17 years old, and was then apprenticed for three 
years to learn the tanner's trade. After serving his 
time he worked at that trade for a period of seven 
years. In 1859 he removed to Wayne County, Ohio, 
where he was employed at different occu pations until 
August, 1862. In that month he enlisted as a pri­
vate in the Fourth Mich. Vol. Inf., and served until 
the close of the war. He was with the Army of the 
Potomac from the battle of ChancdlorsviIle until the 
surrender of Lee, and was an eye-witness in the last 
scene of the bloody drama, when Gen. Lee delivered 
his sword to Gen. Grant. He was honorably dis­
charged at Alexandria, Va. He returned from the 
army to Pennsylvania, and a short time after, Septem­
ber, r865, came to Isabella County, settling on 40 
acres of land on Coe Township, which he had pur­
chased in December,1863' He built a log house on 
his farm, which he has since occupied. He now 
owns 80 acres, 65 of which are in good cultivation. 

He was married in Clarion Co., Pa., Dec. 25,185°, 
to 'Mary M., daughter of Conrad and Sarah (Cratser) 
Best, natives of Northampton Co., Pa. Mrs. G. was 
born in Center Co., Pa., May [3, 1830. 

Mr. Gruber has held the office of Constable 
one year, and also the various school offices. He 
is politically a supporter of the Democratic party. 
He and wife are members of the German Reformed 
Church. They took an active part in the Grange 
m'ove1l1ent, and are both Good Templars. Mr. G. is 
a member of Salt River Lodge, No. 288, F. & A. M. 

homas McNamara, dealer in dry goods, 
boots and shoes, groc(~ ries and crockery, 
hats and caps, in the Hance & Deveraux 

Block, Mt. Pleasant, is a son of Michad and 
Mary McNamara, and was born in Wayneport, 
Wayne Co., N. Y., Dec. 28, ,849. His father, 

a contractor and builder, living at Lapeer, Mich ., was 
born in lreland, in 1820. He built two or three 
miles of the Erie Canal, and also took railroad con­
tracts. He came to Lapeer, Mich., in r856. His 
wife, born abont 18'9, in Ireland, is still living. 

Their son Thomas attended school at Lapeer until 

===============-~-
16, when he entered a store as clerk. In 1877 h 
went to Mt. Clemens, Mich., where he was for th e 

. ree 
years successfully engaged III the mercantile busine 
.., I A '1 II 
III hIS own mterests. n pn, 1880, he came to Mt. 
Pleasant and opened a general store in the old H 
ris building. Thence he removed to the Up~r. 

. n 
Block, and m January, 1884, he occupied his present 
location. He carries a well selected stock of from 
$8,~00 to $[O,OO~ in value, and does a flourishing 
bmmess, emplo.Yl11g constantly two or three assistants. 

He was marned at Mt. Pleasant, June 26, 1882 to 
Miss Lizzie Dibble, and of this marriage one ~n , 
Edward M., has been born, March 26, 1883. Mr. 
McNa.l1ara owns a nice residence and a lot in Kin­
ney's Addition, on the corner of Broadway and Kin­
ney Avenlle. He was for one year Treasurer ofthe 
village of Mt. Pleasant. 

"-ames M. Kinter, farmer on section 8, Coe t Town<;hip, is a son of Cyrenus and Rete"'cca 
",I J. (Lee) Kinter(see sketch of Cyrenl1s Kin-

ter), and was Lorn in Eaton Co., Mich., Aug. 
" r 844. He received a common-school edu­
cation in his early youth, and in 1859came with 

his parents to Coe Townshi p, this county. 
He lived at home until 20 years old, and then for 

one season rented a farm in Chi;-pewa Township. 
after which he returned to Coe Township and locat­
ed on 80 acres which he had previously purchased 
on section 8. This was in the fall of 1864.' The 
following spring he enlisted in the 8th Mich. Vol. 
Cav., serving six 1110nths, and was honorably dis­
charged at Nashville, Tenn . 

Returning home he worked for 14 winters in the 
woods, workingand improving his farm ·in the summer 
seasons. In the spring of 1882, he sold his farm, 
and bought another of 120 acres on section 8, where 
he has since lived. He has disposed of ten acres, 
and of the remaining I' 0, 70 are in a good state of 
cn1ti vation. 

He was married in Coe Township, May 28, 1863, 
to Clara, daughter of William D. and Nancy (Davis) 
McFarren . Mrs. Kinter was Lorn in the State of 
Vermont, Nov. 8, 1846. One of two children is living, 
Ida A., Lorn July 18,1865. James H. was born June 

---~ Q "(~Uu '~)nU~)" q , '-. / . .Y.. . ~ ( . 







U'7C~UU&UU~~\f 0 

ISABELLA COUNTY. 
======================~=-=-=-=----=-=- =========================== 

::8,1864, and died in May, 1866, nearly two years 

old. 
Mr. Kinter is a member of Ralph Ely Post, No. 

50 G A. R ., and in political matters supports the J , • 

Republican party. . 

, 
homas Pickard, Sheriff of Isabella County 

and lumberman, resident at Mt. Pleasant, 
was born Nov. 21,1842, in New Brunswick. 

He is a son of John and Margard (Jones) 
Pickard. His father was :l lumberman in his 
native province, and later in life came to !ive 

with his sons at Mt. Pleasant, where he died. 
The inother of Mr. Pickard died when he was but 

foul years of age, and he was placed in charge of his 
uncle, Thomas Pickard, with whom he remained un­
til he was 19 years of age. He was reared a farmer 
and lumberman, the callings of his uncle, and on be­
comillg old enough he entered into the full merits of 
a woodsman's life. At th~ age of 19 years he re­
turned to the home of his father, with whom he con­
tinued to reside several years, where he was engaged 
about 18 months as lumberman. In 1868 he came 
to East Saginaw, Mich., and entered the employ of 
Gulliver, Remmick & Whitney, a heavy lumber firm 
of Detroit. He operated with them two winters, and 
engaged in the service of Thomas Gu IIi ve r~ of East 
Saginaw, with whom he remained two winters. In 
the winter of 1873 he managed a lumber camp 011 

the Tobacco River, in the interest of B. C. Freese, 
and, on the termination of that relation, he com­
menced business in his own behalf, at first forming a 
connection with his brother George. They transacted 
business about three years together, when he became 
associated with his brother William. They dissolved 
at the end of two years, and Mr. Pickard has since 
conducted his lumber interests singly. He is en­
gaged chiefly as a contractor, and employs an aver­
age of 200 men in the woods and on the river. He 
is ~t present operating in the interest of Jerome & 
Williams, of Saginaw, and has" put in" 2 3,000,000 

~eet the past winter. In the winter of 1882 he put 
In 2 5,000,000 feet of lumber for Messrs. Jerome & 
~iI1.iams and several other parties, besides operating 
In IllS OWi1 interests. 

Mr. Pickard's election as Sheriff of Isahella County 

was a signal personal victory, as he was nominated 
on the Democratic ticket in a decidedly Republican 
locality, and polled the largest majority ever recorded 
in the county. He was nominated in the fall of 
1882, and ran against Lyman Estee. He received a 
flattering majority in Mt. Pleasant, which is strongly 
RepUblican . 

The marriage of Mr. Pickard to Elizabeth Finch 
occurred at St. John's, Clinton County. She was born 
in Gratiot County, July 12,1858, and is a daughter of 
Reuben Finch, who resides near Ithaca, Gratiot 
County. Of their marriage three children have been 
born; John born Aug: 20, r876; Frank, Feb. 14, 
J 878; and Albert 13. U., March 16, 188r. 

Among the many portraits of citizens of Isabella 
COUllty, where Jlortraits will afford unmixed satisfac­
tion to the patrons of this work, is that of Mr. Pick­
ard, which appears on another page. 

-IE?) • ~ • \9C-_ . 

Y. They afterward removed to Lenawee Co., 
Mich, where they lived 20 years, and about 1859 
they located in Fulton Co., Ohio, where they now 
reside. Their family included seven sons and two 
daughters, of whom Michael was the eldest son. 

He was born in Livingston Co., N. Y., Dec. 25, 
1839, and was very young when hi s parents came to 
Michigan . He received a limited common-school 
education, and at the age of 13 began to work on a 
farm by the month, which occupation he followed 
until 25. Renting a farm in Lenawee Co., Mich., 
he worked the same about three years, and then, by 
a disastrous fire losing all his personal property, he 
rented another farm for two years. In the spring of 
1870 he came to I sabella County and bought 40 
acres of land on Salt River, in Coe Township, ",here 
he has since resided. H e has added 40 acres, and 
of his whole farm, 60 acres are under cultivation. 

He was married in Adrian, this State, Jan. 21, 
1867, to Mary, daughter of Peter Stanton, a native 
of Ireland . Mrs. O'Boyle was born in Adrian, Mich. 
She and her husband are the parents of Elizabeth, 

I~ 

I 
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;:~~~~~d~it~~. Johnn~e-'~~~' A; ril : , ' :;'~:;~~e continued two years. At the end of t; 

1883, 13 years old. He was practicing gymnastics, time he sold his interests and served as clerk at 
; and was accidently caught ih a rope. year for Mr. ~allace, after which he went tOBIan: 

. Mr. O'Boyle was elected a Superintendent of the ard, Isabell a County, and opened a grocery and 
. . H dl. . pro. 

Poor in the fall of 1881, of which office he is still an VISion store. e commence uUSlness there in F b. 
incumbent. He has also held various school offices, ruary, 1879, an~ remained until June 12, 18~ 
being at present Director. H e is politically a Dem- wh~n he .carne:o Mt. ~leasant and established the 
ocrat; and, with his wife, belongs to the Catholic busmess 111 which he IS now engaged, in compa 
Church. v:ith bis son Willi am K, and a g~ntleman ' nam: 

C. Chrysler. The latter closed hiS relations wi 
the finn four months later. The stock representl 
a value of $5,000, and the firm are engaged in 

'~""'~'hester A. Ward, senior member of the 

.. f firm of C. A. & W. E. Ward, general 
><l;;P 

merchants at Mt. Pleasant, was born Aug. 
26, 18 17, in Cayuga Co., N. Y. His parents, 
Jonas and Juli a Ann (Willis) Ward, were 
farmers and reared their suns 011 the home­

stead place. 
Mr. Ward remained in the care of his mother on 

the homestead, his father having died about 1828, 
following agricultural pursuits until he was 18 years 
old, when he went to Clyde, Wayne Co., N. Y., and 
entered the employment of his brother-in-l aw, Smith 
Ely, as a clerk. He officiated in that capacity two 
years and engaged in mercantile interests in his own 
behalf. He continued operations in general trade 
three years. In 1849 he was elected Sheriff and re­
moved to Lyons, the county seat. He officiated as 
Sheriff three years . On the expiration of his term 
of office he went to the city of New York and inter­
ested himself in the the produce commission busi­
ness, in which he was engaged five years. In 1858 
he removed to St. Joseph Co., Mich., and opened a 
general store at Burr Oak, which he managed six 
years. He was then employed by a New York min­
ing company to go to St. Joe lead mines, which were 
located in St. Francis Co., Mo., as financiall1lanager. 
He officiated in that capacity between two ar;d three 
years, returning at the expiration of that time to Uurr 
Oak, where he engaged two years as a clerk. He 
went to Hamilton, Ont., and remained six months to 
establish his son in business, after which he came to 
Stanton, Mich., to take charge of a branch hardware 
store in the interests of an Ionia firm. He continued 
in that engagement about two years. Within a year 
after its termination, in company with Geo. C. Wal­
lace, he opened a general mill supply business, in 

transaction of a solid cash bGsiness. 
Mr. Ward was married in Clyde, May 28, 1848, • 

Caroline D., daughter of Aaron and Electa Youn .. 
She was born in Geneva, N. Y., April 2, 181 9. 
fou r child ren lJOrn of this marriage two are now livinl: 
William K, l,lIsiness associate with his father, 
born Sept. 15, 1849; John R, born in Lyons, 
27, 185 I, is clerking in a wholesale and retail2J'(l1Cel~ 
in Syracuse, N. Y.; Thomas C. was born Aug. 
185<), and died 12 days later; Mary C., born 
7,1 861, died March 22, J86~. 

'. oseph A. Struble, farmer on se~tion 
Chippewa Township, is a son of 
W. and Mary (Murphy) Struble (see 

~~ of W. W. Struble), and was born in 
I~ Co., Ohio, Jan. 16, 1848. When quite 

his parents removed to Fulton Co., Ohio, 
there he lived till 17 years old, attending school 
working on the farm. In the fall of 1863 he 
with his parents to Isabella County and assisted 
father in clearing a farm for three years. 

He then married, and after living four months 
Salt River, he lived three months on the" 
farm," about two months at " Indian Mills," and 
removed to Broomfield Township, where he 
in lumbering. He was also employed on the 
road two years. Returning to Chippewa 
for two years he carried on the farm then owned 
Marcus Grinnell, after which he moved on his 
acre farm previously bought on section 32, L~11UI_' 
Here he lived four years. He has bought and 
various tracts of land, and purchased 40 acres of 
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== sent farm in July, 188!. He now owns 60 acres, pre . . 
t of which is under cultivatIon. 

moS . 86 "1 d ' M'II" He was married Dec. 20, I 7, at n Ian I s, 
U ion Township, to Lucretia T ., daughter of Marcus 
~ Deborah (Manchester) Grinnell, natives of the 

;~ate of New York. Mrs. Grinnell died in the Empire 
State, Dec. 7, 1 846. He remarried, came to this 
county in the spring of 1860, and settled in Chip~ 
pewa, where he lived ~ntil his dea,th, Feb. 22, 1884. 
Mrs. Struble was born In Orleans Co., N. Y., Od. 16, 
1842 , and is the mother of three Ii ving children: 
Helen l, born Nov. 6, 1868; Cora E., March 25, 
1872; and Myrtie M., Sept. 30, 1874. Mary l was 
born Dec. 4, 1877, and died March 7,1880; Hattie 
R. was born April I, 1881, and died March 30, ,88~ , 

]\fr. Struble has held the office of Township Treas ­
urer twp years, and in politics is a Republican. He 
and wife are Seventh-Day Adventists . 

ames N. Vansice, proprietor of the Penin­
sular House at Mt. Pleasant, was born 
Sept. 26, 1830, in the township of Parma, 

Monroe Co., N. Y. He is a son of John and 
Harriet (Ki pp) Vans ice, and was reared on a 
farm. He came to Michigan on attaining his 

majority, and after a re,idence of one year in Wayne 
County he proceeded to De Witt, Clinton County, 
where he became the owner of 80 acres of farming 
land. He resided upon the estate about three years, 

had purchased in Union Township, a mile and a 
half south of the village ofMt. Pleasant. To this he 
has added by later purchase until he now owns 160 
acres on the northwest quarter of section 27, which 
is in a fine agricultural condition, with I 10 acres Uon­

der cultivation, having well assorted orchards, good 
barns, fine house and other creditaule fum fixtures. 
He also holds a lease of ten acres of land adjoining 
the corporativn of Mt. Pleasant, on which he has set 
out all the best varieties of peach-trees. 

The hotel in which he is established he bought in 
the fall of 1880. It is arranged for the accommoda­
tion of about 40 guests, and has good stables attached. 
The structure and other buildings occupy four lots. 
Me Vansice owns, Ilesides, a residence and six lot-s 
at St. John's. While a resident of that place he 
served 18 months as Deputy Sheriff of Clinton Coun­
ty and in various village and township offices, He 
is a member of the Order of Masonry. 

He was married in November, 1852, in Monroe 
Co., N. Y., to Laura L., daughter of Harry and 
Clarissa Olmstead. Ten children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Vansice, in the following order: 
Harriet (deceased); Sidney A., residing at M',. Pleas­
ant; James N. (deceased); Clara, Mrs. Thomas 
Samson, of M t. Pleasant; Laura, wife of Warren 
Taylor, a fanner of Chippewa Township; Franklin 
(deceased); Charles, Dora and Eva. 

and in 1855 engaged iri the management of the amuel Kennedy, farmer and lumberman 
Gardner House at De Witt. At the end of a year he on section 20, Coe Township, is a son of 
exchanged, the hotel property for 80 acres of land in Junius and Nancy (Reid) Kennedy, natives of 
Olive Township, in the same county. A year later County Down, Ireland, and he also was born 
he went to St. John's and opened a grocery, which he in that county, on Easter Sunday, ,823, He 
managed with gratifying results until 1860, when he was eight years old when the family came to 
sold out and became interested in the manufacture America, and he lived at home most of the time until 
and sale of pumps. He served as Marshal of St. 25 years of age. When 19, however, he l'egan work 
John's two years while residing there, and from 1867 in a saw-mill in Carroll Co" Ohio, and he has been 
to 1875 was engaged in freighting merchandise from cngaged in milling ever since with the cxception of 
St. John's to Mt. Pleasant. Among other busines '; four years. He came to this county in the spring of 
enterprises in which he enga!!cd was that of uuying 1863, and bought 80 acres on section 20, Coe. In 
and selling produce. 1875 he uuilt the fine frame house he now occupies. 

Mr. Vansice came to Mt. Pleasant in March, 1876, He has 45 acres under cultivation. 
and became the proprietor of the Bam her HOllse. He was married in Carroll Co" Ohio, April 30, 
He contillllt:d its IllanagenH:nt until the spring of I X41), to Mary, d :u lghter of Stephen and '\{cl)ccca 
1880, when he took possession of 80 acres of ~and he (Leslie) West. She was uom In Carroll Co., Ohio, 

' I 

1j 
= = 
&. 
= = ;0 

~~~.----~~~-~~~nU@DU~"<9 ~ -"f>1~~@J'~l . ' - ~ ~J 
. 1 

I 

"I 
I' 



"vi.~~ . ~~1h- -~-~$j ~~'" ~'~ 

'~'402 _ . ISABELLA COU.N1'Y=.= =============_ 

~ May 16, 1828, and is the mother of three children,- built an attractive cottage of the Queen Anne ~d 
[. I . . ., K' 'Add' . 011 er James M. R., Stephen S. S. and A. Dell1ght. 0 arc lltecture, 111 mney s Ulon;" and he leo 

:,J.;; Mr. K. has been Supervisor of Coe one year. He owns two farms in Isabella County,-80 acres
a 

~ is now Sexton of the Salt River Cemetery. He was section 8 of Chippewa Township, and 40 acre on 
T . Son 

superintendent of the building of the court-house at section 35, Nottawa TO\~nshlp. He is a member 
Mt. Pleasant, and clerk of the building comlllittee. of the lllue lodge, Masolllc Order, and in the ye 
He is a member of the I. O. O. F. and F. & A. M. 1880-[, he served as Clerk of Union Township. ars 
He has been a Republican, but is now a supporter of Mr. Cutler's marriage with Mary Lynch, daughter 
the Prohibition party. He and wife are members of of John and Elizabeth Lynch, took place Jan. 16 
the Christian Church. 1879, at Mt. Pleasant. She is a native of London' 

Ont. The family circle now includes one child, & 
ther J" born Oct. 18, 1879. 

, 
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illiam I. Cutler, real-estate, loan, abstract 
and insurance agent, at Mt. Pleasant, was 

• born Jan. 16, 1853, in the township of 
Adams, Hillsdale C;J., Mich., and is a son 
of William and hsther (Van Auken) Cutler. 

His father was a farmer in the State of New 
York, whence he emigrated in an early period and 
became one of the first pioneer settlers of !\dams 
Township, where he died, July 9,1869, The mother 
is a resident of Hillsdale. 

Mr. Cutler was reared on a farm and attended the 
common schools until he was [6 years of age, when 
he became a student at Hillsdale College, where he 
studied one year in the commercial department and 
a second vear in the classical course. In 1873 he 
went to St: John's, Clinton County, where he outained 
a position in the First National Bank as clerk. He 
officiated in that capacity [3 months, when he en­
tered the real-estate office of Cutler & Walker. The 
senior member of the firm was his hrother, and he 

~ 
.. I remained in their service about a year and a half. 

In 1877 he came to Mt. Pleasant, and obtained the 
position of teller in the banking house of Hicks, 
Bennett & Co. He discharged the dutil!s of the po-
sition eight months, and on the first day of Decem­
ber, 1878, he opened his office. He became asso­
ciated with D. Scott Partridge April I, [882, and the 
relation continued to exist until Dec. I, [883, when 
Mr. Partridge withdrew. 

Mr. Cutler represents the following named fire in­
surance companies: Germania, Underwriters' In­
surance Co. of North America, Detroit Fire & Marine, 
and the Cooper of Dayton, Ohio. He effects loans 
on real estate, buys and sells property on commission, 
and is operating with gratifying results. He has 

~~A fi;\~~'~"" ~jr ~'v"'~'@ - --~ 

Has Fosgitt, farmer on section 33, Chippe. 
wa Township, iG a son of Silas and Abigan 
(Weymouth) Fosgitt, natives of the State 

of New York and the Province of Nova Scotia. 
The parents lived first near Rochester. N. V., 
then in Monroe County, same state, and ill 

1835 they removed to Oakland County, this State, 
where they died, he Sept. 22, 1841, and she July 15. 
[850. Their family numbtred three: Abigail, Elias 
and Silas. The two latter were twins, and were bom 
in Avon, Livingston Co., N. Y., May 31, 1818. 

The subject of this biography was 17 years old 
when his parents removed to this State. He received 
a common-school education and made his home with 
his parents ulHil 23 years of age. He then worked 
O'.It for two years, and then, his father having died; 
he carried on the farm for an equal period, when it 
was sold. He next returned to Monroe Co., N. V., 
and three years later came to Oakland County again, 
whl!l'l! he bought a farm . This was his home for five 
years, when he sold, and worked a farm on shares iD 
Calhoun County four years. In January, 1857, be 
came to this county and settled on 160 acres in Chip­
pewa, bought under the Graduation Act at 50 cts. pet 
acre, in 1855. He at once built a log hQuse and set 
out to clear his farm, which was covered by a dense 
forest. Maple Rapids, Clinton County, was his 
nearest trading point. He has since disposed of 80 
acres, and has SO acres improved. 

He was married in Monroe Co., N. Y., No~. I.., 
1842, to Lydia, daughter of Robert and Susan 
(Broadley) Carver, natives of Vermont. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Carver removed to New York, where she died, 111 

Monroe County, July 2, 1839. He removed to Cal­
houn Co., Mich., about 1850, and died Dec. 5, 1858. 
Mrs. Fosgitt was born in Rupert, Vt., Dec. 7, ,822. 
Of six children born to Mr. and Mrs.' F., three sur­
vive, Abbie, William W. and Cynthia. The de­
ceased were Robert, Sophia and an infant. 

The parents are members of the Methodist ":pis­
copal Church. Politically he is a RepUblican. 

evi S. Smith, farmer, section 26, Coldwater 
Township, was born April 23, 1831, in the 
town of Fairfield, Harrison Co., Ohio. His 

parents, Hiram and Betsey E. (Longley) Smith, 
were both natives of the State of New York. 
In 1837 they emigrated to Allen Co., Ind., where 

the father purchased a farm, which he sold two years 
later and bought a tract of Government land in De 
Kalb Co., Ind., where he remained eight years, sold 
out and removed to Lenawee Co., Mich., in 1847. 
He purchased a farm and Mr. Smith remained as his 
father's assistant until he was 2 I years old. 

On attaining his majority, he engaged by the month 
as a farm laborer about three years, when he fitted 
himself for the trade of a builder, to which he de­
voted the next 17 years withollt intermission. When 
he was about 22 years old, . he bought 80 acres of 
Government land in Montcalm County, 13 miles 
north of Ionia, which he sold not long after in the 
same original state in which it was at the dat<.: of 
purchase. May 2, 1859, he started for the West, an::! 
went through Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, and then, 
commencing May 20, traversed the length of the 
Mississippi River to Baton Rouge, thence up the 
Red River, which he followed into Texas, where 
early in July he engaged in freighting from Shreve­
port, La., to Sulphur Springs, in the Lone Star State, 
a distance of 225 miles. He remained there IIntil 
the last of October, 1860, and during the time he 
made the longest journey of his life on foot, walking 
from Sulphur Springs to Gaines' Landing on the 
Mississippi River, 333 miles, occupying 10 days on 
the journey. 

He returned from Texas to Hudson, Lenawee Co., 
Mich., where he ~ngaged in working at his trade. 
He bought a house and lot, and resided there be-

tween six and seven years, when he removed to 
Coldwater Township, Isabella County, reaching here 
in January, 1868. He took up his residence on land 
which he had entered under the provisions of the 
Homestead Act, Dec. 6, 1866. On this he I<.:sided 
until June, 1876, when he sold the property and 
bought the farlll wh<.:re he has since resided . It in­
cllIdes 80 acres,70 acr<.:s of which are cleared and 
improved. Mr. Sluith is a Repliblican in his politi­
cal connections, and has been J uotice of the Peace 
and School Assessor. He has been a member of the 
Order of Odd Fellows, but has withdrawn from active 
membership in the fraternity. 

He was married Dec. 2, 1856, to Fannie M., 
daughter of Warren J. and Melinda Louisa (Ells­
worth) Ashley. Her parellts were born respectively 
in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, and are both 
deceased. Mr. Smith was Lorn May 4, 1840. Of 
her marriage to Mr. Smith, eight children have beell 
born, as follows: Perry L., Dec. 9, 1857; Warner 
A., March 17, 1862; Wallace D., May II, 1864 
(died Feb. 24, 1865); Florence R., Nov. 18, 1867 ; 
Clarence E., Jan. 27, 1870; Milo J., Dec. 17, 187I ; 
Clara M., July 28,1873 (died Aug. 25,1873); Bur­
nett L., Sept. 7, 1878. 

' ichael Devereaux, an attorney at law and 
/ Justice of the Peace of Mt. Pleasant, 

'J" was born Jan. 17, 1845, in the township 
, ' \ ~ of Irondeqlloit, Monroe Co., N. Y., about 8 

;'. miles from the city of Rochester. His parents, 
Patrick and Mary (Conklill) Devereaux, came 

to Michigan in 1845, settling on a new farm of 40 
acres in Osceola Township, Livingston County, which 
the father had purchased at a previous period. The 
family continued to reside there until J8SS, when 
they removed to Deerfield Township in the same 
cOllnty and settled upon a farm of 80 acres, where 
the mother died in November, 1858, leaving a family 
of"six children. In 1859 they removed to the town­
ship of Hartland in the same county, where the 
father, now about 70 years old, still continues to 
reside. 

The subject of this sketch, when but ten years old, 
met with an accident, cutting one of his knees while 
making a hand sleigh, in such a way that it unfitted 
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him for farm work. His father then exerted himself 
to keep him in school, so that he might fit himself 
for some trade or profession. Mr. D . attended the 
common schoo\:' until he was about 1 S yea rs of 
age, when he became a student at the private semin­
arj of Mrs. P. C. Dayfoot, in Howell, Livingston 
County. After a year of study there he spent some 
time at the Howell union school and then com­
menced teaching. His first teaching was in a district 
school in Osceola Tc.wnship, where his father first 
settled. After this he taught the village school at 
Fowlerville, in the same county, for one winter, and 
also had charge of the village school of Zilwaukee, in 
Saginaw Count)', for one year. 

. He had an ambition for a more liberal education, 
and havin g earned sufficient money to prosecute his 
studies further, he went to the State Normal School at 
Ypsilanti, where he studied two years in the classical 
course. He then recei ved an appoi ntment as Princi. 
pal of the union school at Ontonagon on Lake 
Superior, the school having at that time a corps of 
four teachers. He continued its management for 
five years, and in the fall of J 87 4 left the fi eld of 
teaching and entered the Law Department of the 
University an Ann Arbor, where he graduated with 
the Centennial Class of 1876, and in May of the 
same year came to Mt. Pleasant and for:r.ed a part­
nership with S. W. Hopkins for the practice of the 
profession. This relation existed until November, 
1878, when his associate was elected to represent the 
county in the Legislature, and in the same month 
Mr. Devereaux was elected Prosecuting Attorney of 
the county, by a majority of 171 votes over his Re­
pUblican competitor, Dr. S. C. Brown, himself and 
the Sheriff, Charles M. Brooks, being the only ones 
elected on the Democratic ticket. 

In May, 1882, he entered into his present business 
relation, under the firm name of Hance & Devereaux, 
for the transaction of a general real-estate and loan 
business. They also deal in lumber, in connection 
with the regular business of their office, their interests 
in tha t branch being situated in Midland County, 
where, with Charles Stirling, they own the timber on 
2,000 acres of land. Their logs are put into Salt 
River, and from there into the Chippewa and run to 
Saginaw. 

During the summer of [883 Messrs. Hance & 
Devereaux built the fine business block where their 

--~ 

::::: 
office is loca ted. It is of brick, 45 x 90 feet in dime 
sions and two stories high above the basement. T; 
first story i~ de~~ted to mercantile busine-ss. whfte 
the second IS utIlIzed for offices. Mr. Devereaux is 
actively interested in the educational interests of the 
county, being at present Chairman of the Board of 
County School Examiners, and he has alfoO been 
Secretary of the School Board since 1877. 

The portrait of Mr. Devereaux is given on another 
page. 

<;~.% 

~(;I oshua J. Upton, farmer on section 17, Cae 

1 ~, .,' ~ (;:~~~;!f'~sp~o~~n~~!;:;:natsa;:r::a:: 
~, of Peterborough, N. H., where they lived untO l' about ten years after marriage. They tbea 

." lived one year in Warren Co., Pa., and then re­
moved to Chautauqua Co., N. Y., where they resided 
the remainder of their lives. He died in Decembet\ 
1870, and she in the spring of 1878. The nine mem­
bers of the family were named Priscilla, Albert, Job .. 
A., James M., Joshua J., George W., William H., 
Thon;as J. and Mary P. 

The subject of this biographical notice, the fourth 
son, was born in Peterborough, N. H. Jan. 8, 183', 
a nd was an infant of one year when his parents reo: 
moved to Pennsylvania, and two years old when 
family settled in New York. He received the eleJ 
ments of a common English education in the disJ 
trict schools of his neighborhood, and worked on h· 
father's farm until 2 I years old. He then began 10 

work at the capenter's trade, which he followed molt 
of the time ten years. In February, 1864, he bade 
adieu to the Empire State, and, selecting IsabellA' 
County as his future horne, bought 80 acres of land 
in Coe Township, where he has since resided, and 
on which he has erected a creditable residence and 
other buildings. In connection with farming, he h .. 

'edlO worked at carpentry, and has built or assist . 
build many buildings in the vicinity of Salt River. 

. h fana, He has improved about 36 acres of hiS orne 
and owns in the township 157 acres, JI30fwhicharf 

improved. . . Sept. 
He was marned 111 Chautauqua Co., N. Y., oI! 

29, 1862, to Wealthy M., daughter of • 
Salllantha (Wilkins) Moore, natives of 
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Co • N. Y. Mrs. U. was born in Crawford Co., Pa., ., 
July .V, 1842 • Myrtie B., Lola L., J edde L. and 
Iva P. S. are the four younger members of the family 

circle. 
Mr. Upton has been Township Clerk one year, 

nd School Inspector. He is a director of the Farm-a . 
ers' Mutual Insurance Company of GratIOt and 1sa-
beIla Counties. Politically, he is an ardent and 
influential member of the National party. Beinf1 an 
anti_monopolist, he is a heliever in railroad competi­
tion as a legitimate agent in developing a new <;oun­
try, and he! is largely interested in the proposed To· 
ledo & Ann Arbor line t!~rough this county . He is 
very liberal in his religious views, and "does not hesi­
late to denounce priestcraft as a cloud over human 

progress. 

A. Preston, residing at Mt. Pleasant, 
is a son of William and Mary (Fisk) Pres­
ton. The former was born in Stratford, Vt., 

June 28, 1803, and the latter in the same 
locality Jan . 31, 1806. They were married 
Sept. 7, 1824, and were blessed with nine 

children, of whom five are now not livin g. The 
survivors are the followi'1g: Albert A.; Ellen L ., 
wife of Samuel Woodworth, veterina ry surgeon at 
Mt. Pleasant (she taught the first school at Mt. Pleas­
ant, while her husband was absent in the army); 
Wallace W., now County Treasurer; and Althea M., 
wife of Hon . Isaac A Fancher, of Detroit. The de­
ceased were Sarah E ., wife of John Fuller; Mary 
A., second wife of John F uller; Walter Scott; Celia 
E., wife of E. H. Bradley, of Mt. Pleasant (their 
marriage, the first in Mt. Pleasant, was celebrated Oct. 
10, 1865); and Emma A., wife of Albert Fox, who 
was at one time editor of the I sabella County Ell/er­
priSt. 

Mrs. Mary (Fisk) Preston's father was born at 
Boscawen, N. H. , April 18, 1773, and her mother was 
born at Newbury, Mass., May 28, J777 . They were 
married June 22, 1795, and of their nine children 
three are yet living,-Mary, mother of Albert A.; 
Ephraim, a fanT.er in Geneva, Kan .; Levinda H ., 
wife of Josiah Beckwith, a farmer of Buchanan 
Township, Berrien County, this Stall:. 

William Preston's father, Rubert (;., was born Alig. 

12, 1766; and mother, Hannah, l1ee Brown, Dec. 6, 
1770. They were married at Chester, N. H ., May 
IT, 1786, and were the pare nts of 14 children,-John, 
Robert G. (first), an unnamed infant dau ghter, Will­
iam (first), Roswell, Edward, Oliver W., Hannah, 
William (second), Hazen, Almira, Eunice, Robert G. 
(second) and Royal. 

Robert G, Preston's parents (Albert A.'s great­
grandparents), Edward and Edna (Greenough), were 
married Jan. 27, 1763. Their six children wert' 
Moses, Robert, Edna, Molly, Edward and an infant 
not named. 

The subject of this biogra phy was born in Strafford 
Township, Orangt! Co., Vt., Aug. 16, 1827, and was 
reared on a farm . When he was eight years old 
(1 835) his family moved to Bethany Township, Gen­
est!e Co., N. Y.; and in 1839 they again moved, to 
Java Township, Wyoming County, where his father 
bought 100 acres. Here Albert develuped into man­
hood, having attended school most of the winters of 
his youth. 

In the spring of 1855 he moved to Sauk Co., Wis., 
returning in the fall of the same year to New York. 
In May, 1862, ht! came to this State and settled in 
what is now Lincoln Township, Isabella County, 
homesteading 160 acres of timbered land on section 
2. At that time his nearest market was St. John's, 
48 miles away. He has given his son Wilbur 60 
acres, and now owns 100 acres. Of the whole farm, 
he cleared 100 acres . It *as at first difficult to get 
lumber, and he had a bark ro'Jf, which let in the rain 
profusely, often saturating his bed and clothing. 
After getting in his first crop, however, he found 
time to construct a roof of shakes, which he split 
from the surrounding pines, Deer were plentiful, .. -
also bear. His first team of horses were brought 
from New York State when he first came. His route 
was by lake to Detroit, thence by wagon via St. 
John's to his new home, The roads were muddy, 
the wheels were often in the mud to the axle, and he 
was five and a half days in making the trip. 

Mr. P.'s parents came to Mt. Pleasant in February, 
1864. On account of the illness of his father, Mr: 
Preston moved to Mt. Pleasant in the fall of 188[, 
and he cared for his father until the latter's 
death, Nov. 10, J881. Hi s present res idence wa; 
the first frame house in Mt. Pleasant, and was 
bllilt hy Ilr. Hurt. M r. l'restou helped huild llIany 
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of the first lmildings in the village, including the 
three first stores. 

He was married in Java Township, Wyoming Co., 
N. Y., April 13, I85I, to Miss Martha Nichols, 
daughter of George and Mary Nichols, who was 
born in Keene, N. H. , April 16, 1833. Of five chil­
dre n given to Mr. and Mrs. P., four survive. The 
record is as follows: Mary E ., born in Ja va Dec. 15, 
1852, and now th e wife of Arthur B. Caldwell, a 
farmer of Fremont Township, this county (she has had 
three children,-Lillian (deceased), Genie and Alice); 
Wilbur E ., born OCt.21, 1854, now a fanner on sec­
tion 2, Lin coln Township, a nd married to Marill a 
Ahbott; Alice, born Feb. 20, 1860, now the wife 
of William Atkins, farmer of Coe Township; and 
Wendell B., born Dec. 16, 1367, and 1I0W living at 
home. David D. w,is born May 19. 1863, and di ed 
when three and a half years old. 

- :." t~t...~l~.~ 
::, ~ !~ enjamin Wing, farm er on section 33, 

Chippewa Township, is a son of Benj:lmin 
and Bathsheba (robey) Wing. nati ves of 

H ampshire and Franklin Counties, Mass . 
The parents settled in Hawley, Mass., where 

they lived till the fath er's death, March I, 
1835. The mother died ~hile on a visit to Kansas, 
Oct. 17, ' 1871. Their children nllmbered four,­
Eliz.abeth M., Sarah, Benjamin and Bathsheba T. 

The subject of this sketch, th e only son of his 
parents, was born in H awley, Mass., March 20, l 8.-F , 
and received the rudiments of an English education 
in the cOlllmon schools, attending als:) one terlll at 
the Sanderson Academy at Ashfield, Mass . . Losing 
his father when three years ol<.l, he li ved with his 
mother until 2 I years of age. He then worked out 
by the month for four years, when he bought a farm 
in Ashfield, Franklin Co., Mass. This he till ed until 
1869', when he sold andTemoved to DeKalb Co., Mo. 
He bought a farm there, but not meeting with the 
success he expected, he sold out, and in the fall of 
I.S75 came to Isabella County and bought 40 acres 
of wild land on section 33, to which he has since 
added 60 acres. He has 80 acres under culti\·ation . 

He was m:J.rried in Hawley, Mass., May 22, 1860, 
to Hannah M., daughter of Clark and Emeline 

---~ 

(Kelly) Scars, natives of Franklin Co., Mass ... ; .. . "rs. 
WIng was born 111 West Hawley, June 22 18 
The four children added to the household are' Wal39• 
S., Wallace B., Lizzie G. and Clara E. ter 

Mr. Wing has been Supervisor of Chippewa th 
D· ~ years, and School Irector several terms. Politicall 

he is a staunr.h RepUblican. He and wife adhere ~ 
th e faith of the Universalist Church. 

--+-ovv\/\'~~""""'-!--

~~~~ l -. , ~~ ames Davis, stave manufacturer, resident 
c at Mt. Pleasant, was born Dec. 27,1847 in 

(! " , Oxford Co" Can. His parents, Thomas ;nd 
"t, . Catherine (Rourke) Davis, are both deceased. 
"I, Mr. Davis was reared on his father's (arm 
~. G • and lJ1 I X6 7 went to reen Bay District, Wi .. 

consin, where he engaged four years in lumhering. 
In the spring of 1872 he came to Tuscola, Mich: . " . 
where he establtshed lumself 111 the stave busin~ 
He spent some time subsequently in Clare County. 
Mich ., and in 1878 came to Mt. Pleasant and founded 
his presen t establishment. He moved his famn, 
hither in 1879. His business relations afford em. 
ployment for a force of assistants numbering (rom 
7.1 to 125 men , He ships his products chiefly to 
Quebec and New York. He manufactures yead, 
from 100,000 to 200,000 hand-made Canada . Pipe 
staves. 

Mr. Davis lVas married Nov. 3, 1879, at East Sag. 
inaw, to Mary, dat:ghter of James and Mary Sweeney. 
She was horn May 20, 1857, in Ireland. Three 
<.l aughters have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Davit, 
as follows : Mary c., Aug. 12, 1880; Margaret L. 
Se pt. 23, IS8!; Helen E ., Sept. 1,1883. 

harles W. Sawyer, farmer on section .6. 
Coe, is a son of Charles D. and Mary 
(Covey) Sawyer, natives of Vermont. The 

parents emigratfd first to New York, then to 
illinoi s, and three years later to Michigan. 
locating in Barry County. In 1864 they ca~ 

to Isabdla County and settled in Coe Township, 
where they lived till their death. The mother de-
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parted this life June 20, 1869, and the father Jan. I, 

1879' . . 
The subject of this sketch, their second son, was 

born in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., Sept. 20, ,842, and 
lived with his parents, following them in their several 
removes, until the death of his mother in ,869. He 
learned the carpenter's trade of his father, which oc­
cupation he has followed a small portion of the time 
since. He was for one year at Salt River a clerk ilr 
Aaron Wessels, but he has been principally engaged 
in agriculture. In 1865 he bought 40 acres of land 
on section 16, and he now has 25 acres under culti-

vation. 
He was married in Coe Township, April 3, 1870, to 

Louisa c., daughter of Richard and Louisa (Gleason) 
Hoy, and adopted daughter of Dunham D. and Mary 
A. Burnham. Mrs. Sawyer was born in Colchester, 

. Vt., Oct. 27,185°. Of three children horn to Mr. 
and Mrs. S., two died in infancy. The surviving 
one is Richard R., born Jan. IS, 1878. Mrs. Sawyer 
died at her home in Coe, Oct. 10, 1878. 

Mr. S. supports the principles of the Republican 
party, is a Freemason, and has been Township 
Treasurer two years. 

Myers, farmer on section 21, Coe 
Township, is a son of Michael and Eve 
(McCoy) Myers, natives of Pennsylvania 

and Maryland. The parents first settled in the 
Keystone State and afterwards removed to 
Stark Co., Ohio, and thence tn DeKalb Co., 
In the fall of 1855, they came to this county, 

where the mother died. The father afterwards went 
to Williams Co., Ohio, where he died, in May, 1866. 

The subject of this notice was born in Stark Co., 
Ohio, Jan. 16, 1830, and was 13 years old when his 
parents re;noved to Indiana, where he lived until 
1855, engaged in farming. In the spring of that 
year he came to this county and bought 120 acres of 
Government land in Coe Township, where he has 
since lived. He has now 80 acres under cultivation. 

He was married in DeKalb Co., Ind., Oct. 8, 1848, 
to Margaret, daughter of Jacob and Solama (Anthony) 
Sawvel, natives of the State of Pennsylvania. She 
Was born in Stark Co., Ohio, Aug. 18, 1833. To this 
JParriage were given 15 children, of whom 13 sur-

vive: John F., Edward, Sarah J., Ralph, Mary, 
Useba, William c., Addie, U. S. Grant, Elmira, 
Samantha, Nellie and Elma. Charlie and Winnie 
are deceased. 

Politically, Mr. Myers is a Republican. 
He was drafted in Septemuer, 1864, was assigned 

to Co. J, 23d Mich. Vol. Inf., and served about nine 
months. He fought at Fort Anderson, Franklin 
(Tenn.), Columuia (Tenn.), Nashville (Tenn.), Wil­
mington (N. C.) and Goldsuoro. He was severely 
wounded at Town Creek, Feu. 20, ,865, and was 
honorably discharged at Salisbury, N. c., June 28, 
following. 

esley J. Corbus, M. D., eclectic physician 
and surgeon at Mt. Pleasant, was born 

• Aug. '7, 1818, in Wayne Co., Mich.,eight 
miles west of Detroit. He is the son of Jo­
seph and Sarah (Britton) Corbus, and in 1828 

his parents removed to Hillsdale Co., Mich. 
About three years later they again removed and set­
tled in Girard Township, Branch County, where the 
father became the proprietor by purchase of 160 acres 
of land. Both parents died on the homestead in 
Girard. 

Dr. Corbus obtained a good elementary education, 
and at the age of 23 years he went to Millersburg, 
Holmes Co., Ohio, and taught school two years. He 
returned to Branch County and entered upon the 
study of medicine with Dr. Moses E. Chauncey, a 
practitioner at Girard Center. He spent nearly four 
years reading for his profession under the instruction 
of Dr. Chauncey, and commenced his career in the 
practice of medicine at Warsaw, Ind. He remained in 
business there about three years and went then to 
Union City in Branch County, where he operated sev-
eral years. His next place of action was at Tekonsha. 
Calhoun County, where he remained until April, 1863, 
when he came to Isabella County. He bought 320 
acres of land on section 13, Lincoln Township, which 
was all in heavy timber. He cleared and improved 
r 30 acres, erected good buildings, planted orchards, 
and put everything in the best order for successful 
agriculture. He has deeded a portion to his children, 
and retains 107 acres, with 60 acres cleared and im­
proved. He began his practice immediately on be-
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coming a citizen of the county, and has heen actively orah (Manchester), ~rinnell, natives of the State or 
engaged in the career of medicine withollt interrll[>- New York. Mr. Grlnncll came to Chippewa T 

;,t. tion since that time. ship, this county (walking from Detroit) in the so~n-, pnng 
In 1874, Dr. Corbus purchased a farm adjoining. of 1861, and was employed several years as a Go 

the southern limits of the village corporation. On ernment blacksmith. He bought several tract V-r . ld . . So this he erected a fine residence, .!fter whIch he so land and at the tIme of I11S death owned 80 acres 
the place, and in December, 1875, he settled in Mt. section 31, Chippewa. He died Feb. 22, 1884. ~: 
Pleasant, opened an office and entered upon the vig- held numerous offices,-Supetvisor, Justice of th 
orous prosecution of his profession. In 1878, Dr. Peace, Township Clerk, and was in other wa e 
Corbus went to Cincinnati and took a course of study prominent in his locality. He was the maker: 
in the Eclectic Medical Institute, under the celebrated "Grinnell's Universal Balsam." Mrs. Servoss Was 
Dr. Scudder. He was graduated there in 1879. born in Orleans Co., N. Y., May 14, 1840, and has 
His business includes a wide circle of town and cOlln- been the mother of seven children, six of whom Sur. 
try patrons, and is permanently established on the vive: Hiram D., Carrie A., Elmer A., AlonzO D. 
foundation of ability and su(.cess. Dr. Corbus is a Mina J. and Earl 1'. One died in infancy. • 
Swedcnborgian in religious views, and belongs to Mr. S. held the office of Highway Commissioner 
the Masonic Order, Chapter I 1 I, Royal Arch. and several school offices. He was a member of the 

His marriage to Christiana Popham occurred Oct. Society of Seventh-Day Adventists, as is Mrs. Ser-
14, 1844, in Knox Co., Ohio. She was born Feb. voss. 
27, 1827, in Pike Township, Knox County, and is the 
daughter of Francis and Mary (Scoles) Popham. Fol­
lowing are the names of the six children horn to Dr . . 
and Mrs. Corbus : Mary A., deceased; Eugene M., 
a farmer in Oregon; Joseph, also engaged in agricul­
ture in Oregon; Lydia B., wife of Michael Walsh, a 
farmer of Washington Territory; and Francis P., de­
ceased. 

The portrait of Dr. Corbus is presented on a pre­
ceding page of this work. 

rank S. Sweeney, of the firm of Sweeney 
& Co., grocers and provision merchants, 
dealers in crockery, produce and baled 

hay, at Mt. Pleasant, was born in Scarborough. 
near the city of Toronto, Or,t., Can., Oct. 31, 

185 I. His parents were Francis and M.., 
(Fox) Sweeney, and belonged to the agricultu .... 
class in the Dominion. 

Mr. Sweeney became a clerk in a London groceat 11 . ho"" at th, age of '5, but l,ft th' h.wne .. ·hortIr fi 1; hilip Serv088, deceased, late resident on aft er, and at the age of 17 years came to Michigan a Ji ~: section 3 1, Chippewa Township, was a son and made the stave business his work for threeyead.: 
<rf )~~;~ of Daniel and Doxy (Hriggs) Servoss, na- Then for a few years he was employed as cc '\ H.J tives of New York State. The family num- looker," locating land and timber for parties in the' 

J:\. bered seven: Hiram, Charlotte, Philip, Chaun- Saginaws and Bay City. He next engaged in the 
cey, Olive, Margaret and Christopher; Philip being manufacture of staves on his own behalf, and 
the second son and third child. on the business successfully in Michigan, Ohio a 

He was born in Herkimer Co., N. Y., Feb. 22, Indiana, as opportunities for profitabie transfers ~ 
~ 18 I 8, and was six weeks old when his parents re- sented. Had not the panic of 1872-3 demoralizecl 

.~ moved to Orleans Co., N. Y. Here he lived until the markets, Mr. Sweeney would have made a 
.~ April, 1866, engaged ill farming. Coming to Isabella success of the business. From his thorough 
7~\'~ County at the date mentioned (walking from Lan- edge of the timber and early experience he was caJl. 
(. sing), he bought 80 acres in Chippewa Township, ed an expert by many of the leading stave men 
" where he lived until his death, April 10, r 88 r. the State. In 1879 he engaged in the grocery 
(® He was married in Niagara Co., N. Y., May 20, produce trade as an assistant in an establishment "> 1856, to Miss Emma, daughter of Marcus and Deb- Strathroy, Ontario, and in the spring of 1881 
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t Mt. Pleasant, and formed a partnershi p with James 
~arry for the prosecution of the business which ~e 
has since followed. They purchased two very deslT­
ble lots near the corner of Main Street and Broad­

:ay, and erected the buildi~g ~here. they are n?w 
erating. It is 20 X 90 feet 111 dllnenslons, two stones 

op . dd" '} high, with bric~ front, and Wlt~1 an a ItlOIl In t le 
rear 24 x 35, bnck fire-proof, With a stone cellar',and 
utilized as a warehouse. They have also built a ware­
house on Main Street, near the Flint & Pere lVlar­
queUe depot, 36 x 55, where they keep.a first-class 
Dederick hay-press, and press and ship hay. Its 
capacity is one car-load pet day. Their husiness is 
prosperous and includes extensive. yearly purchases 
and shipments of produce, of which they make a 

specialty. 
Mr. Sweeney was married July 19, [881, at Strath-

and Glenn (twins) and Lulu J. The deceased were 
named Willard, Jane and Levi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Forbes came to this county in the 
fall of 1872 and bought 160 acres in Chippewa Town· 
ship, where he now has [ro acres in a state of profit­
ahle cultivation. He keeps T 3 cattle, 40 sheep and 
2 horses. Politically, he is an earnest Repuhlican. 
Ht.: and wife are memhers of the Baptist Church. 

-f3+-+-++-+~ 

, '~""1marles C. Whitney, of the manufacturing 

~ ~<l'~ firm of Jeffords & Whitney, at Mt. Pleas­

~ ant, was hom in HOl~ewell, Ontario ~o.,. N. Y., 
, ~ June IS, 1844. He IS a son of BenJamll1 and 

Caroline E. (Hall) Whitney, and his father 

was a blacksmith by trade. 
Mr. Whitney was 18 years old when the country 

was thrilled with the news of the rebellious assault 

""-
) 

roy, Ont., to Maria T. McNulty. She was born in 
Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Sweeney have one daughter, 
Eva, born Aug. 9, 1882, at Mt. Pleasant. In matters 
of religion Mr. Sweeney is a Catholic; in politics a 
staunch Republican. He was elected Treasurer of 
his village and surrounding township in the spring of 

1883, and re-elected in 1884 by one of the largest 
majorities in the county. He has made some money, 
owns some real estate near Mt. Pleasant, and two 
very desirable building lots on Broauway, in that vil­

lage. 

upon Fort Sumter, and, with the multitudes of the 'f:.' 
young, ardent sons of the Republic, he donned the ~ 
regulation blue and marched to the help of the en- ~ 
dangered Union. He enlisted at Canandaigua, N. = = Y., Nov. 8, Ti~6T, as a private in t!-le 18th Vol. Inf., ;.;; 
of the Empirc State, under Captain H. H . Frote. 
Among the IMttles in which Mr. Whitney was under 
lire were those at West Point, Va., Gaines' Mill, Sav-
age Station, Charles City Cross-Roads, Malvern Hill. 
sccond Bull Run, South Mountain, Antietam, Fred-

.. "--W cricksburg (first and second) and in numberless 
I~:ha.rles M. Forbes, farmer and lumher- smaller skirmishes common to the fate of war_ He 

.1[ man on section 20, Chippewa Township, received honorahle discharge May 28, 1863, at AI-
~ '" is a son of Levi and Charlotte (Hazelton) hany, N. Y., and re-enlisted Nov. 10,1863, in Co. H, 
~ Forbes, native.; of Massachusetts. The par- Capt . H. C. Thompson, 16th N. Y. Heavy Artillery, 

ents settled in Canada, where he died. She and recei ved honorable discharge Aug. 21, 1865, 
after \vards remofed to her pref:ent home in after the close of the war. He was in the engage-

Ingham County, this State_ ments at Fort Pocahontas and at Fort Fisher. The 
The subject of this record was born in Canada, only casualty he sustained was an insignifica,nt in-

March 18, r836, and was two and a half years old jury in the head by a piece of shell, at Gaines'Mill. 
When his mother came to Ingham County. He lived On receiving "his well-earned release from the ser-
at home until 14 years old, then worked out by the vice of his country, he returned to his native State, 
month till 18, and then learned the cooper's trade. and in February, 1866, he came to Cambria, Hills-

March 12, 1856, in Ingham County, he married dale Co., Mich. In April, T867, in company with 
Miss Frances M., daughter of Caleb and Margan.:t J. five other individuals, he came to Saginaw in quest ' 
Hall, natives of the State of New York. She was of a location. One of the party was his brother, 
al~o born in the Empire State, June 3, 1839. Of six William T. Whitney (see sketch), and they made 
children born of this marriage, threesllTvivt.:,-Date their way to the terminus of the railroad at St. John's. 
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They walked th~ce to Mt. Pleasant, with which the aid of which he succeeded in accomplishin b' 
. . . I' . H g IS place they made first acquaintance Apnl 10, , 867. matnmoma intentIOns. e was, at the time the 

;;~ Mr. Whitney operated for a time as a carpenter, owner of $146. He paid the minister as, bou~bt a 
T and later as a contractor and builder. In 1880 he small elevated-oven cook·stove for $37, a barrel or 

superintended the construction of the Opera-House flour for $24, and paid proportionately for other do-
Block, and in 1881 he formed a partnership with mestic fixtures. The period was not long after tb 
George A. Lance, and the firm entered into a con- war, and everything in the way of merchandise w e 
tract to erect the Union School building. Its con- high, and had to be transported from St. John's a': 
struction occupied a year, and at its completion the Saginaw by teams. It should be remarked that th 
firm terminated its business relations. The present wedding livery of Mr. Whitney cost him $4. e 
partnership of Jeffords & Whitney was formed Dec. Mrs. Whitney was born July 31, 1849, in Houn .. 
25,1881, and has since been in successful operation . field To~nship, Jefferson Co., N. Y. George B., 
In 1883 they constructed 16 buildings at Mt. Pleas- eldest c,hlld, was bo~n Feb. 8, 1869; Lulu, Nov .• 7, 
ant, among them the Unitarian church. Mr. Jeffords 1874; Charles FranCIS, March 18, 1873 (died in Jul" 
was the proprietor of the Mt. Pleasant Novelty Works, 1873); Mary L., Nov. 14, 1874; Charles Frederick , 
and on combining their interests Mr. Whitney pnr- Aug. '7, ,879. 
chased a half interest in the property. It is utilized Mr. Whitney is a prominent member of the Orden 
in the manufacture of doors, sash, etc. In the winter of Masonry and Od(\·Fellows. In the former he is 

f, of 1883-4 they built the mil1 where they now operate. connected with the Royal Arch Chapter and the 
They employ about 30 assistants, do all kinds of blue lodge at Mt. Pleasant, and in the latter fra-
building, furnish plans, specifications and detailed temity he has passed all the chairs. He has allO 

~ drawings. They manufacture sash, doors, blinds, represented the local organization at the Grand = = rough and' finished lumber and ornamental scroll Lodge four times. He is also a member of the Uni. 
:~ work. They own four houses and lots, a blacksmith tarian Church. He owns an attractive and valuable = = shop and three vacant lots. Their works include residence at Mt. Pleasant and 30 acres of land on 

three lumber yards, situated respectively by their section 3, Coe Township. Mrs. Whitney belongs to 
mill, on Wisconsin Street and on Main Street. They the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
handle about 3,000,000 feet of lumber yearly, which 
they ship chiefly to Saginaw and Detroit. 

A few months after Mr. Whitney located at Mt. 
Pleasant, he decided to change his condition in life, 
and made a marriage contract with Miss Dora E., 
daughter of George W. and Louisa Howk. Their 
marriage was celebrated Nov. 17, 11;07, in the Method­
ist Episcopal church at Mt. Plea~ant, and was the 
first event of that nature within its walls. Mt. Pleas­
ant had half a hundred inhabitants, and the privileges 
of the place were not of the latest and most approved 
metropolitan order. The only livery in town was a 
joint affair under the auspices of Moses Brown, who 
owned a horse, and David Morse, who was the pos-
sessor of a harness and a buckboard. With this equip­
ment, Mr. Whitney set out to fulfill his pre-arranged 
program, and when less than two miles on his route 
to Salt River, where the bride's parents resided, he 
met a man on horseback, who contrived to collide 
with his turn-out and dislocate one of the hind 
wheels. He abandoned the vehicle and returned to 
Mt. Pleasant and borrowed another buckhoard, with 

illiam D. McFarren, deceased, late farmer 
on section I, Coe, was a son of Thoma 

) ~?r- <./- · and Clarissa McFarren, natives of Wah-
, ~ 
"~ _,_ ington Co., ~. Y.; and was bor~ in t~e same 
. . county April 17, I8IS. He lived an that 

• locality until ,849, when he came with his fam­
ily to Jacksun Co., Mich., where he lived nine yea ... 
He then removed to Irigharn County, where he Ie­

mai ned three years; and in 1861 he came to IsabeUa 
County and bought 100 acres of wild land on sec­
tion I, Coe. He disposed of 80 acres, and of the 
remainder had under cultivation at the time of his 
death about 50 acres. His departure from this life 
occurred Jan. 27, 1884. 

He was married in Whitehall, Washington Co., N. 
Y., March 6, 1839, to Miss Nancy Davis, who •• 
born at the place of her marriage, April 140 .SI6. 
Her parents, Winans and Nancy (Wilson) Davis, ... 
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atives of Washington Co., N. Y. As a coincidence, 
~ is worth relating· that Mrs. Davis and her daughter 
were born and married in the same room. Mr. and 
Mrs. McF. have had eight children, five of whom 
survive. Their names are Mary J., James H. (de­
ceased), Arvila (deceased), Clarissa, William W. (de­
ceased), Seymour C., Leonard H. and Fenner A. 

Mrs. McF. is a member of the Presbyterian Church. , 

Davis, farmer on section IS, Coc 
Township, is a son of Alden and Susan 
(Casey) Davis, and was burn in Isabella 

County, Aug. 28, 1858. He attended the dis· 
trict schools in his boyhood, receiving a limited 
education. Losing his father in the battle of 

the Wilderness, in June, 1864, he lived at home with 
his mother until 14, and then went to live with his 
grandfather, P. D. Hams, with whom he remained 
:mtil April, 1883. Since then he has been carrying 
on his own farm, and boarding with Robert Wilson. 
Politically, he is a Republican. 

illiam Pickard, Under-Sheriff of Isabella 
County, residing at Mt. Pleasant, was born 
at Tobique, New Brunswick, Oct. IoJ, 1884, 

and is a son of John and Margaret (Jones) 
Pickard. His father was a farmer and lum-

.oJ berman, and the son was reared to a knowl­

edge of both callings. He went to Old Town, Me., 
when he was 19 years old, and was there engaged in 
active lumber interests four years. In September, 
1868, he came to Isabella County, and after a year's 
labor in the woods he was placed in charge of the 
lumber camp of Gulliver, Remick & Whitney, of 
Detroit. He continued thus engaged between four 
and five years, when he formed a partnership with 
his brother, Thomas Pickard (see sketch), for the 
purpose of engaging in the work of lumbering in his 
Own interest. They purchased timber lands and were 
diligently engaged in the various avenues pertaining 
to lumbering until 188o, when the partnership was 
dissolved. They also trafficked to considerable ex­
tent in real estate and carried on farming interests, 

but have closed their relations in agricultural matters. 
Mr. Pickard has been engaged one winter since 

that date in lumbering alone. 
In January, 1882, he was appointed Under-Sheriff 

by his brother, and has since devoted his attention to 
the dlltiesof the position. He owns his residence 
in IJl()ck 2 I, lots 1 and 2, in Bentley s Addition, and 
is pleasantly situated. He was married in St. Louis 
to Celestia Walker. She was born in Ohio and is a 
daughter oi Juhn and Catherine Walker. The chil­
dren Idunging to the household are Charles and 
Annie . 

Mr. Pickard is one of the most popular and genial 
citizens of Mt. Pleasant, and his portrait in this vole 
ume will afford genuine satisfaction to nis numerous 
friends. 

.~ . 
'.avid Tucker, farmer on section 14, Coe 
1. Township, is a son of Noah and Martha 

-..'4 Tucker, natives of Ohio. The parents set-
~'i\ tied in Richland Co, Ohio, and lived there 

till their death. He died June 18, 1863, and 
she March 22, 1883. Their family consisted of 

ten, six sons and four daughters, David being the 
eldest son . 

He was born in Richland Co., Ohio, March 25, 
(835, and lived at home, developing into manhood 
through the usual course of play, school and work on 
the farm, until 22 years old. At the l!ge of 24, Sept. 
I, 1859, he was married to Elizabeth J., daughter of 
Daniel and Roxana (Lyons) Rising, who were natives 
of the State of New York. The father died in Sac 
Co., Iowa, at an unknown date; the mother died in 
Williams Co., Ohio, Feb. 16, 1873. Mrs . Tucker was 
born in Richland Co., Ohio, Aug. 12, 184I. 

After marriage, Mr. Tucker remained for three 
years in Richland Co., Ohio, removing then to Wil­
liams County, same State, where he bought a farlll of 
80 acres and remaineJ nearly 18 years. Disposing 
of that farm, he came in the spring of 1881 to Isa­
bella County and bought 60 acres of improved land 
in Coe Township, where he has since made his home. 
In 1882 he erected a comfortable dwelling which will 
compare favorably with any in his part of the county. 
Politically, Mr. T . is a RepUblican. 

The six children surviving are named Mary J., 
Warren 1", Edward F., Ada E., Martha A. and Jen-
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nie M. The deceased were Icabinda, George A., 
Florence B., Charles K, Eli W., Arthur and Willie 
B. Mrs. Tucker died Aug. 5, 1882. She was an 
active member of the society known as the" Church 
of God." Mr. T.'s parents also belonged to this 
Church. 

"'ames J. Campbell (deceased), late farmer 
:- on section 34, Coe Township, was a son of 

"""'= Old.. James R. and Catherine Campbell, and ' 
the eldest son in a family of 13 children. He 
was born in Carroll Co., Ohio, May 30, 1838, 
and lived in Ohio until November, 1867, when 

he came to Isabella County. He bought 160 acres 
of land in Coe Township, and at the time of his 
death had ahout 80 acres under cultivation. 

He was married in Carroll Co., Ohio, May 3,1860, 
to Elizabeth, daughter of George and Elizabeth 
(Caskey) Moore, natives of Ireland and Ohio. She 
was born in Carroll County, May 2, 1841, and is the 
mother of seven children,-George (died when five 
years old), Kate, Martha, William, James R., Frank 
and Effie E . Mr. C. died Nov. 28, 1875. He was 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. 
C. is a member of the Disciples' Church. 

, amuel Blake, resident at Mt. Pleasant, was 
born Jan. 28, 1816, on Grand Isle, Vt. His 
parents, John and Philura (Campbell) 

Blake, removed from their island heme on Lake 
Champhin to the Township of Georgia in 
Franklin Co., Vt., in 1824, where Mr. Blake 

attained his majority. He was bred to the calling of 
his father, that of a farmer, which he pursued many 
years. 

He was married Jan. 28, 1840, in SI. Alban's, Vt., 
to Amanda Loverin, a native of Greenbush, Can. 

~ After a residence of four years in Swanton, Vt., they 
.I, went to Winnebago Co., Ill., where Mr. Blake be-

l
;', came the owner by purchase of 200 acres of land, 
t f 60 acres of prairie and 40 acres in timber. It was 

located in what is now Durand Township. In 1858 
(® Mr. Blake rented his property and went to the city 
..,.. of Rockford, in Older to secure the superior educa-

'<'~ 
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= tional advantages · afforded by its schools. M 
Blake died in Rockford, March 12, 187 z, aged ra. 
years. Three children constituted the issue of :' 
marriage: Buel J., Elizabeth (Mrs. W. E. Harr:~ 
see sketch), and Amelia. The latter became th' 
wife of Walter Van Alstyne, of Rockford, and die: 
Nov. r, 1809, aged 21 years. The son became 
soldier for the union in the war of the rebellion a 
He enlisted in Co. K, 74th Ill. Vol. Inf. His re~ 
ment was attached to the command of Gen. Sherman 
and Bue1 Blake was in many of the engagements of 
the corps. He was killed June 27, 1864, at the battle 
of Kenesaw Mountain. Mr. Blake, of this sketch, 
became a resident of Mt. Pleasant in 1874. 

-~ 

illiam E. Harris, of the firm of Harris Bros., 
.~ -" . proprietors of the Mt. Pleasant Flouring 
~l. 

,) , ~) M ills, was born April J 5, 1841, in London, 

,~ " Eng., and is the SOl'. of William S. and Sarah 
A. (Heath) Harris. In 1852 he and hi, 

father came to the United States and proceeded di. 
rectly to Greeflville, Montcalm Co., Mich. Hi, 
father bought 40 acres of land in the township of 
Montcalm, and began to prepare for the comfortable 
location of his family, who followed in Septemberol 
the same year. He died on the farm in New York, 
in September, 1854; the mother is still living, at)lt. 
Pleasant. 

In f 859 Mr. Harris went to Greenville to learn his 
trade. He spent two years in a grist-mill, acquiring 
all the details of the business, and in 1861 went to 
Rockford, Winnebago Co., Ill., where he remained 
nine years employed as a miller. He was married 
there to Elizabeth Blake. She was born March II, 

1840. in Illinois, and is the daughter of Samuel and 
Amanda (Loverin) Blake. \'finnie, born in Decem. 
ber. f ~09. and Sammie, born in December, 1873, are 
the names of the two children now included in the 
family circle. 

In 1872 Mr. Harris came to Mt. Pleasant,and, as­
sociated with his brother John, bought the site III 
their mill. It was in heavy timber, and they p .. 
ceeded to clear and improve the property in genuine 
frontier fashion. They began building on a small 
scale, erecting a mill 30 by 40 feet in dimensions, 
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with two run of stones. The structure has been en­
larged and its facilities increased, and is now 42 by 
62 feet in extent, and three and a half stories in 
height. The fixtures include one run of stones and 
ten pairs of rollers, affording a capacity of (00 barrels 
of flour daily. They do merchant and exchange 
work, and employ five assistants . The firm of Harris 
Bros. includes the brothers William, John and H.enry 
G., and Warner Churchill, a brother-in-law. 'The 
works are usually in operation night and day, and in 
the fall of the year they ship large quantities of grain. 
The firm are also interested in the manufacture and 
shipment of hoops. "The Government Mill Prop­
erty," including 100 acres of land, is owned hy the 
Harris Bros. 

eorge M. Gould, farmer on section 18, Coe 

Township, is a son of James W. and Mari­
ette (Sisson) Gould, natives of the State of 
New York, and was born in Ionia Co., Mich., 
July 17, 1847, in which county he lived most 

of the time until he came to Isabella County, in 
the summer of 1865. That year he bought 20 acres 
on section 18, Coe Township, to which he has since 
added 77 acres. He has now 50 acres improved. 

He was married in Coe Township, June 8, J869, 
to Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel and Olive Brickley, 
natives of New York State. Mrs. G. was bam in 
Summit, Jackson Co., Mich., Sept. 6, 185 r. M r. l~. 

is a member of the 1. O. O. F., and is politically a 
Democrat. He was appointed Deputy Sheriff in Jan­
uary, 1883, of which position he is still incumbent. 

----~---. 

E. Westla.ke, Postmaster at Mt. 
Pleasant and dealer in drugs, medicines, 

wall paper, etc., was born Aug. 20, T 85 3, at 
Long Lake, Mich., and is a son of Rev. Eli 
and Mary E. (Waterman) Westlake. His 

father was a minister of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church, and passed most of his lift! in the active 
duties of his profession in Michigan. 

~r. Westlake was a pupil in the common schools 
until he reached the age of 14 years, when he was 

sent to the College at Albion, in Calhoun Co., Mich., 
where he pursued a classical course of study four 
years. In 1869 he went to the gold mines of Wyo­
ming Territory, in company with his father, and there 
spent about eight months. He returned East, and in 
1870 he came to Mt. Pleasant. Soon after hiR arrival, 
in company with J. W. Long, he engaged in the drug 
business, continuing to operate in ' that connection 
three years. 

[n December, 1812, Mr. Westlake was appointed 
Postmaster at Mt. Pleasant, and has continued to 
discharge the duties of the position since to the sat­
isfaction of the public. He received a re-appoin t­
llIent in [883 for fou r years. He re-opened his drug 
store in Octouer, r881, and is engaged in the trans­
action of a prosperous uusiness . His stock is valued 
at $3,000, and his trade requires the aid of two 
assistants. 

Mr. Westlake was married Feb. 18, 1879, at Mt. 
Pleasant, to Jennie, daughter of J ,orenzo and Virginia 
Graves. Mrs. Westlake was born July 8, 186[, in 
Warsaw, Ky. 

ames Barry, of the firm of Sweeney & Co., 
<. dealers in groceries, crockery, produce, 

~
~" ~ ,\ seeds, baled hay: e~:., at Mt. ,Pieasant, ~as 

" ~ l>ornMaY24,1852,1I1 [oronto,Can. Helsa 
~ son of John and Johanna (Harrington) Rarry, 

and was reared on a farm. '..,' hen he was IS 
years old he became a sailor on the great lakes and 
followed that vocation about 18 months. At the ex­
piration of that time he returned to the profession of 
agriculture, and bought 120 acres of land in Mid­
dlesex Co., C'l.n., where he managed business as a 
farmer and stock-dealer. 

In November, Ill8 r, he came to M t. Pleasant and 
formed a partnership with F. A. Sweeney in the bus-
iness referred to. They bought the site of the build­
ing where they now transact business, and erected 
the same. It is 90 by 20 feet in extent, two stories 
high, with a brick front. Connected therewith, is a 
fire-proof warehouse two stories in height. They 
carry a weB assorted stock of goods, and are operat­

= :: 
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ing succ~ssfully. In the fall of 1883 they built their 
warehouse on Main Street, near the Flint & Pere ..,. 

~ _____ ~, _ "'.I-,- I. ~'I~'~ 
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Marquette Railroad depot, where they press hay. 
The machine has a capacity of one car load per day, 
and the firm also deal heavily in produce. 

nen J. Struble, M. D., residing at Salt 
River, is a son of J. J. and Harriet F. (Os­

borne) Struble (see sketch of J. J. Struble), 
and was born in Fulton Co., Ohio, April 14, 

1853. He was 14 yearsof age when the family 
came to this county. He attended first the district 
school, then two terms at the graded school of Day­
ton, Ohio, and finally graduated at the Ohio Medical 
College at Cincinnati. Completing his studies, he 
formed a partnership with his father, J. J. Struble, at 
Salt River, where he has since continued in the prac­
tice of his profession. 

He was married at Alma, Gratiot Co., Mich., Jan. 
I, ,875, to Annie A., daughter of Richard Hoy, of 
Cae Township. Two children, Nellie and Grace G., 
have been added to the household. 

Dr. S. is politically a RepUblican. He is a mem­
ber of the I. O. O. F. and F. & A. M., and has been 
Clerk of his township for three years. 

oses Brown, merchant at Mt. Pleasant, 
, was born in October, ,829, in Poland. 

He is the son of Samuel and Hannah 
(Jalinski) Brown, natives of Poland, where 

they both died. His father was a merchant, 
and the son was trained to the same business, 

entering the store at 16. When he was 19 years old 
he accom panied his father to the United States and 
settled in the city of New York, where they remained 
two years, Mr. Brown, of thi~ sketch, operating mean­
while as a peddler, in order to maintain himself 
while he obtained a knowledge of the language and 
customs of the people of thi s country. His father 
and himself were in possession of one dol1ar in money 
on their arrival, but found friends in New York they 
had known in their native land. The father was a 
tailor by trade, and he found employment without 
difficulty, and they were soon in comfortable circum-
stances. 

Mr. Brown found his calling as a peddler remun-
{:(~,1jA ~,,~~ ___ ~ I
m'~ 

~~~I -~~~ ~Jy­
~~ 

erative, and he continued to follow it about 20 ===== 
H D · bo 8 . yeall. 
. e c~me to etrOlt a ut I 5 I, and 111 1861, on 'the 
breakmg out of the war of the Rebellion, he boca 
a soldier, enlisting at St. John's, Clinton Count ~e 
Co. B, Eighth Mich. Vol. Inf., Capt. Pratl Y~n 
Brown was in the military service of the Unit~ 
States three years, and was attached to the Arm of 
the Potomac. Among the engagements in which

Y 
h 

participated was the siege of Beaufort, Fort Pulaski
e 

Savannah, Fort Sumter, Newport News, Culpepe; 
Court-House, Bull Run (second), Fredericksburg and 
numberless minor skirmishes. He returned to Mich­
iga~ after receiving honorable discharge, and in the 
spnng of 1865 he came to Mt. Pleasant. 

He at once opened a general mercantile establish­
ment, which he has since conducted. He is also .... 
sociated with Frederick Dane in buying furs, hides, 
farmers' produce, etc., operating somewhat after the 
method of pioneer cou ntries, keeping a sort of trading 
post. Mr. Brown has a ware-house at Mt. Pleasant, 
where he traffics in lime, coal, cement and general 
building materials. He also owns his residence aDd 
60 acres of land adjoining the village corporation on 
the east, 40 acres southwest of the village on section 
14 of Union Township, and 80 acres on section 17 of 
Lincoln Township. He is a member of the Masonic 
Order. 

Mr. Brown was married May 20, 1868, in Detroit 
to Mary Farinbacher, a native of Bavaria. She w~ 
born March 15, 1849. Six children have been bom 
of the union; they are Anna, Samuel, Jennie, Alice, 
Fannie llnd Harry. 

The father of Mr. Brown returned to his estates in 
Poland in 1853, where he died, in 1870. 

oreen H . Parsons, farmer on section 33. 
Coe Township, is a son of Worham and 
Chioe (H,umon) Parsons, natives of Con­

nectict:t. The parents first settled in Connect­
icut, then lived one year in Ontario Co., N. Y., 
and then made their last move, to Geauga Co., 

Ohio, where they died, he in August, 1855, and she 
Sept. 23, same year. 

The subject of this narrative was born in Geaup 
Co., Ohio, June 10, 1818, received a common-school 
edllcation and remained at home until about 20 yean 
of age. He learned the trade of blacksmithing, "bicla 

-----------------------------------
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he followed about 15 yea rs. In Jun e, [856, he came 
to Isabella County and bought 80 acres on section -
30, Coe Township, which he worked five years. SeIl­
ing out, he then purchased an e(lual trac t on section 
33, where he now resides. He has 45 ac res lInder 

cultivation. 
He was married in Cuyahoga Co., Ohio, Oct. 28, 

1838, to Permdia, daughter of Nicanor and J ,ovi sa 
Munson, natives of the State of New York. She 'fas 
born in Chenango Co., N. Y., M ay 7, 1820, and has 
been the mother of five children, three of whum S.lII'­

vive: Sidney N., Harvey S. and H orace A. The de­
ceased are Alonzo C. and Elizabeth A. 

Mr. P. has held the diffe re nt school offices in hi s 
district, and in the sprin g of 188l he was elec ted 
Justice of the Peace, which office he continues to 
hold. Mr. and Mrs. P . are members of th e Method­
ist Episcopal Church. Politically, Mr. P. is a R e­

publican. 

ajar .James Webb Long, Editor of th e 
/ Mt. Pleasant Times, was \,orn at Hill s­

:-;.. '\ borough, Orange Co., N. C., June 20, 1840 . 
II :' . His father, Edwin R. Lon g, was an o ffi ce r 

in the Second Regt. U. S. Reg. Inf., and, when 

James was an infant, was ordered to BlIffalo, 
N. Y., where the regiment was station ed at the I ):lr­

racks, Major Casey being in command. In 1844 it 
was ordered to Detroit a nd stationed at the baHacks, 
Col. Hugh Brady being in command, with his head­
quarters in the city,-or vill age, as it was then. The 
location of the barracks is now a point of hi stori cal 
interest. Arbeiter Hall stands near what was th e 
center of the old barracks, and the wooden buildin g 
standing back of it is the one that was occupied 
by Lieuts. Long and Burnett. 

Lieut. E. R. Long had read medicine, and gradu­
ated at Rush Medical College, Chicago, intendin g to 
resign; but in a post-mortem examin ation he Cllt hi s 
finger, resulting in erysipelas, from which he di ed in 
a few days; and Lieut. 1. R . D . Burnett, who had 
nursed him tenderly, callght the infection a nd dieu a 
week afterwards, and both are burieu in Elmwood 
Cemetery. 

From Detroit, Major Long's mother, with her three 
children, went to North Carolina, where they re-

mained for on e year, returning from there to Buffalo, 
where they lived until I SS r. During thi s time Mrs. 
Long married William Loverin g, Jr., and the family 
lived happily together until her d eath ill 1851. A 
short tilne after her dt:ath, the sllbject of this biogra­
phy was sent to North Carolina to complete his edu­
catilln und er the care o f his pate rnal grandfather, 
I fon. John Lo ng, of I~andolph County. While there, 
he attend ed th e Co ll egiate Jilstitute, presided over 
L,y Rt:v. Simeon Colton, D. I )., first President of Am­
heret College, alllI there he graduatcd in the higher 
branches, includin g th e langllages. He went into the 
sto res of J ames Webb anu P. Drown Ruffin, of HilIs­
IJorough, where he learned mercantile c lI stoms and 
also practical book-keepin g. Afterwards h e studied 
medicin e under his uncl e, Dr. J. Wesley Long, a 
gradu a te of Jefferson M edical College , P hiladelphi a , 
a nd read law under another uncle, Hon. William J . 
Long, a graduate of the University of North Carolina, 
at Chapel Hill. 

In 1859, he again ca me North to visit relatives in 
Buffalo, and after bein g employed in va rious occupa­
tiOIIS , he secured th e position of local editor of the 
Bllffalo COlllmercial Adz1crliser, afterwards as corre­
spondent of the Buffalo Courier, and still later as 
\\-'ashington correspondent of the Buffalo Commercial 
A (/iJerliser, also a t the time being a paid contributor 
to and correspondent of Russell & Tolman's "Boston 
lVIlisical .Iourllal," then the leading publication of its 
kind in America. . 

Whil e in Washin gton, he became acquainted, 
throu gh a lette r of introduction, with Mrs. Edith 
Grim sley, a cousin of Mrs. President Lincoln's, then 
residing at the E xec utive M ansion. Mrs. Grimsley 
procuted for him, as a perso nal fa vor to herself, an 
a ppointment as Second Lieutenant in the Second 
R egul a r Infantry (hi s fath er's old regiment), his com­
mission dating Au gust 5, 1861. H e was ordered 
t') join his compa ny, B, then a t Roll a , Mo., and pro­
ceeded there at once. He found a brigade of regular 
troops, composed of three companies of the First In­
fa ntry, two of the Second, Crittende n's and Stanley's 
cavalary, and T otten's and Sokalski's b atteries of 
a rtillt:ry, under the command of Gen. Fred Steele. 
Lieu!. Long was appointed acting Assistant Adjutant 
G eneral of the brigade, besides bavin g command of 

hi s company . From Rolla the command was ordered 

to St. Louis, where, as survivors of the baltle of Wil-
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son's C reek, they met with a gran cl recc: ptio ll. l'rolll 
Sl. I.olli s, they wt:rt: on.krt:d (al"t c: r a short s tay at 

" Denton Barracks) to J efferson City , at whi ch place 
Lieut. Long was taken down wi th typhoid fe ver, and 
sent to St. Louis for med ical treatment. From there, 
afte r his convalescence, he joined hi s compa ny at 

~. 
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Sedali a , Mo., from \V hi ch place he was o rdered to 
Was hin gton, where the regimental headquarters were 

established. 
H e spen t the wint e r of 186 [- 2 in 'vVashi ngton on 

provost du ty, and marc hed into V irgini a with the 
Arm y of th e Po tomac und er McCkll a n. Th e calll­
paigns of t hat army hav in g l)eCOIne a 11l~\lter of COIll­

mon hi story, it is not 11 ecess:t ry to take space hert: to 
record them. At the hattlc or (; a ines' Mill, Va., 
J une 27 ,1 S()2, Lieut. Lon g was seve rely lVounded, 
being shot in the foot, th e left w ri st, and throll gh the 
right side of the face, thoroughly di sablin g him. 

He return ed to Bu ffal o, on sick leave, :tnd was 
ordered a fte r a whil e on duty as re <2 r11itin g offi ce r. 
From th ere he was urdered to rt:join his rc:gim t: nt ill 
the fi eld, but on h is arrival at Washin gton he was 
ordered to report to M aj. Gen. S. P . Heintzelman, 
commandin g the Department, for duty as mustering 
officer. Aft er being stati oned at Washin gton and 
Arlington House (being on the sta ff of Gen . D e 
Russy) , he was promoted to a Captaincy and ordered 
to join his regiment at Beve rly Ford, Va. (1 863). 
From there the regiment was ordered to New York, 
to assist in quelling the draft riots , a ft er whi ch they 
return ed to th eir old camp at Beve rl y Ford. 

From here they took pa rt in t he Virginia cam­
paigns, Major Long bein g in com ma nd of hi s regi ­
J1I ent most of tht: tim e, pa rtic ipa till g in the battles of 

.'r~ f.! the Wild e rness and Spottsylva nia, from which plact: 
~ he was orde red to Alexandri a, ftl r medi cal treatment, 

and from th ere to Annapoli s, Me1., wh t:rt: he was 
placed in military commalld of the Offict: rs ' Hospital. 
F rom there he was orckred to LOllisvilk, Ky. , on 
I11l1 sterin g <l lIty ; from t.ht:rt: to Nt:w l'O I"l Ba rracks, on 
rt:c rui ting sc rvi ce; frum th e re to Trenton, N. J. , and 
whil e there he filled th e positions of recrllitln g offi cer, 
lllusterin g officer, disbursin g officer, Assistant Adju ­
tant GeneLl l, Post Adjutant, in cha rge of draft a nd 
cred its, A. A. Q. M. and A. A. C. S. 

From Trenton he was ord ered to Newport B:t r-' 
racks , Ky.; from there to L Oll isvi ll e, Ky.; from th ere 

th e command of the post of Jefferso nvi ll e, II ~ dialla; 

(1'0111 th e rt: to] .oui svi ll e; frolll there to the co~= 
(jf th e post of Warsa w,· Ky., at which place, Feb. I 

1867, he was married to Miss Annie Graves 9, 
daughter of Hon. 1.. Graves . From Warsaw he ' a 

d d ) k L' '11 ' Was or ere Dac to OUi SVI e, and from there to A'-
lan ta, Ga., where he was left on waiting orders 

f . d' '1' on accou nt 0 ph YSical Isabl It)' resulting from h· 
. IS 

wounds, and ordered to await orders at Warsaw K , y. 
Whil e there he was detailed a~ Indian Agent fo 

th e State of IVlichi gan and ordered to Detroit, to re~ 
li eve Wi ll iam H. Brockway. Major Long held the 
[1os itioll of Incli ~ln Agen t c1l1rin g th e most important 
per iud of its ex istence. Th e cou ntry in which the 
fndi an res t:rvatio ns were situated, was being stunted 
in th eir growth fl y the lndian lands not being taxable 
o r th t: titks transferable. Major Long set to work 
ea rn t:s tl y, allll to him Isahell a County owes the pres­
e nt nomish in g condition of its no rth ern portion by 
rt:aSU ll of hi " procurin g th e Indians their patents 
frOIll tht: (; ovcrnm el\t. A !though the duties were 
oneroll s and in hllndreds of cases required the most 
criti cal jlldgment, as he was nect:ssarily the sole ar­
bit.er and jud ge, yet wi th d ifferen t interests pressing 
their claim s upon him, he so conducted the immense 
bu siness that when he resi gned he carried with him 
not only the respect of all classes of citizens, but the 
un qua! ifi ed endorsem ent and confidence of the In­
di a n Departmen t a t Washington, and the las'ting 
good will of hi s Indian wards. 

H e filled the above position until 187 I, when he 
resigned , removing first to Saginaw and afterwards to 
I sabell a County, where he now resides. He received, 
durin g hi s military se rvice , two brevets, both heing 
for g;t llan t an d IIlt:rituriou s services in action; one 
I)c ill g fl 'r brevet Capt~l ill for Gaines' Mill, Va., and 
th e other for hreve t M ajor for the Wilderness, Va. 

Shortl y a ft e r se ttlin g in Isabella County, Major 
Lon g ass um ed tht: ed itorship of the Isabella County 
RII!" Ij>,-isc, holdin g the position for four years, and 
1>lIildil ig it 11[> frolll a weakly folio into a vigorous 
qU ~Jrto. Aftt:rwards he IJecame editor of the Mt. 
Pleasant Tillles, and Nov. 1<), 1879, he purchased 
the offi ce which he is at present conducting. In 
A pril, 1884, he purchased th e Farwell R egister, which 

he also controls. 

Major Long's connection with journalism dates 
back a good many years, beginnin g as a paid literary 
con trilJlltor to the Newbern (N. C.) Daily Progress, 
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in 1858, under the lIoms de plltlllc of "(;ahril!lIa," 
"Phixanella" and" Florine." After his return North 
he became associated with journalism again as be­
fore stated, and, besides being on the regular staff 
and correspondent of the Buston Musical ./(1111"11 111, 

he also at times has contributed articles to some of 
the leading magazines, notably among others, Frank 
Leslie's publications. Major Long has alsu hao 16 
pieces of original music l~ublished, all of whi ch have 
met with a good sale, while a good pl!rccntage havl! 
met with a flattering reception frOl~l thl! pubEc. 

His family is a decidedly political and literary one. 
His grandfather, John Long, of Randolph Co., N. c., 
represEnted his district in Congress for eight Yl!ars; 
while two of his uncles were in the State Legislature. 
One of them, James A., was also editor of the Greens­
borough (N. C.) Patriot. A cousin, Hon. William 
H. Hilliard, of Alabama, has been Governor of that 
State, United States Senator, Minister to Belgium, 
and latterly Minister to Brazil. On his mother's side 
another cousin, Hon. Graham N. Fitch, of Logans­
port, Ind., has been United States Senator from that 
State. His wife, formerly Miss Graves, is also re­
lated to some of our most notable m en. Her father 
was Judge of the Court in the di s tri ct in which hl! 
resided, and by maternal descent she is related to Gen . 
Wade Hampton, of North Carolina; on her father's 
side she is related to the Branhams of Virginia. 

Major Long's family is one well known in the 
Regular Army. His father graduated at th e United 
States Military Academy at West Point, in 1829, and 
subsequently married Phebe Ann Fitch. The issue 
of this marriage were John 0., Helen M. and James 
W. John Osmond graduated at West Point in .1854, 
and was assigned to the Second Infantry. Helen 
M., his sister, married William Montgomery Gard­
ner, a Captain in the same regiment, who was a 
graduate of the class of 1846. Two maternal aunts 
were m~rried to two Lieutenants in the same regi­
ment, viz.: Charlotte Fitch ·to Lieut. J. R. I) . Bur­
net-t, and Jane Fitch to Lieut. Alex. T. Hoffman. So 
that from 1829 to 187 I, the date of Major Long's 
resignation, there ha~ always been a represl!lllative 
of the family in the regiment. Lieut. Alex. T. Hoff­
man's son, Alexander W., graduated in 1864, but was 
assigned to the loth Infantry. In the Navy th e family 
Was represented by Lieut. Commander Le Roy Fitch. 

The regimental record is as follows: I.iellt. I';. R. 

] ,()ng, fmm 18z9 to 1846; Lieut. Alex. T. Hofrman, 
fr0111 1830 to 1839; Lieut. .r. R. D. Burnelt, from 
1830 to 1846; Capt. Wi II iam M. Gardner, from 1846 
to 1861, afterwards Brigadier Gener;il in the Confed­
erate Army; Lieut. John O. Long, from 18S41o 186r, 
afterwards Colonel of the 22d Reg. N. C. '1'., C. S. A; 
Major James W. Long, from 1861 to 1871. 

The early life of the subject of this sketch was 
passed in garrison and in army circles, having been 
born and reared in the army, where money came and 
went easily, and his boyhood days having been spent 
nnder the protection of his grandfather, who was one 
of the rich planters in the South. His first experience 
of civilian life, where for himself he had to meet the 
world, where the motto was" Every lllan for himself 
and the Devil take the hindmost," was when he re­
signed his commission and came to Isabella County 
to live in the fall of 187 r. 

Having had occ,lsion to visit this connty by reason 
of his duties as Tndian Agent, and wishing to settle 
in a new place, he invested in property there. On 
removing here he first platted a town called Long­
wood, where he opened a drug-store. The place 
seemed to grow. by reason of the trade engendered 
by the presence of the Government's India n grist and 
saw mills; !Jut as they wen; burned and not reiJuilt, he 
opel led a store at M t. Pleasant and pnrchasell prop­
erty here, building the St. James Hotel block in 1874, 
shortly after he had compl<.:ted his residence. Hav-
ing brought considerable means with him, he en­
deavored to run a drug-store for the benefit of the 
people, having one at Longwood and another at Mt. 
Pleasant. The temperance people having impor­
tuned him successfully to disassoci a te the ~ale of 
wines and liquors from his husiness, and finding that 
a drug- store could not be run successfully in a new 
town without that, and his tastes being of a literary 
turn naturally, he sold out and devoted himself to 
journalism. 

There have been five children born to Major and 
Mrs. Long: James Hampton, born at Lonisville, 
Ky., April 4, 1868; Edwin Ramsey and Henry Daw­
son, twin boy;" born at Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 3, 
1369; Annie Fitch,llorn at Mt. Pleasant, Nov. 2f, 
1873; and Montgomery Gardner, born at Mt. Pleas­
ant, Nov. 26, 1878. Out of all these, around whom 

= = 
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so many hopes were woven and so milCh arfection 
given, nilly olle n~lll:tiIIS 10 the strickcII <:oIIJ>k. Ja1l1l!s ~ 

. ~ ~~(,i\ kg'~~J " ~#I'/ r'~"1 -,~~~ -'@~ 
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~ . H a mpton died in infancy, ;~~l~~ '~i-w ill e , Ky ., Jllil e r. d yin g Sept. 4, 1 8~3~-h-e-w~-s -a-g'""'a"'il=1 =m~a-rried S 
L . C' . C M ,at t. 29, 186S; H enry D awson di ed at Mt. Pleasan t, No v. . Olli S, , .-atlOt oun ty, j a rch 23 1875 to L' . , , lZZle A 

~f~ 19, I S80, at th e age of 11 years ; Edwin l{amsay di ed dau gh ter of David a nd Lydia (Huber) Dutt " 
d M ' .1 f CdR' I '. , and at Mt. Ple::Jsa nt, Dec. 6, IS80 ; a n I ontgomery WluOW 0 onra ·\.Iess, w 10 died In Venan Co 

j
(::) G ardner di ed at Mt. Pleasant, D ec. r I, I SSO, ::Jged [I, 1'a. , June 19, 1868. Mrs. 1. was born in V go " 

leavin g only one child, Anni e Fitch . Co., 1'a. , \1ar(h T, 1843. She has by her first 
' . mar. 

T,o~t to Lheir L: hil!lh()o d' ~ ~11'(' ('t p1·()llli ~" . n age three son s, Hel' ry K., Conrad V. and Charl-
Lo~t to their YO llth's Ilirill g" ~t rifl -, I 1 I I d d h -.,., an e )y ler seco n , two aug ters, Emllla M, and 
L()~t to their 111:1. llho()(r ~ prlllill .~·Iory, 
L ost to thei r h:l rv<',t, of Ii f,- . F lo ra E. 

= 

T his seve re v isitation of Death was a mos t te r­
rilll !;' one, th eir two twin boys r I years old a l1d 
their two-year old baby, all bein g takel1 from the lll in 
22 days 1>y that terribl e pesti lence, d ipht he ri a; allll 
we cannot ';vonder that, although th e Ma jor is s till a 
h ard and earnes t work er, yet both him self amI wife 
cannot feel resigned to their terril )\e loss, but Gi n 
only wait as pa tientl y as they can, until some day it 
will he a ll more plail1 why they were so afnicted, a nd 
when they hope to see and ki ss thei r littl e ones once 

more. Of co urse th e portrai t o f M aj. Long appears 

in this ALl iUM, on a precedi nt!" page. 

= .->-r+--<>~-««(g~)>-Y" 'o---i?--+<-- ' 

~ ,10 -,aao Ingmoll, r"",,, 0" ;ce,io" ,6, Coo 
., . ~l l Township, is a son of Dani el D. and Eunice 

~, (Burton)' Inge rsoll, nati ves of Co nn ecticut. 
~' The parents le ft that State for N'; w York, a nd 

sett led in Cortland County, wh ere they diet!' 
The subject of this biography was bo rn in 

Fairfield Co. , Conn., and was a year and a h alf old 
wh e n his parents removed to New York. H e li ved 
at home ·un til 20 years old, and then worked at car-

,1 pentry for two yea rs, and becomin g acqu ai l1 ted wi t h 
the use of tools he spent three years in \earning the 

~ carpenter an d joine r's trade in Otsego Co., N. Y. 
He then came to In ghalll Co., M ich., where he fol­
lowed hi s trade for three years. In the s prin g of 
1S56, he came to I sabella Cou nty a nd took "I' rGo 
acres of wild land in Coe T own ship, under the Crad­
nation Ac t. He now own s r 20 acres, 80 of whi ch 
are in a good tillabl e co ndition. 

He was first married in Cortland Co., N. Y ., M ay 

3, IS46, to J ane Tripp, a d aughter of Daniel a nd 
Betsey Tripp, born Oct. 9, [S29. Of this ma rriage 
[2 children have been born, nin e o f whol1l sur vive: 
L ewis B., Henry A., Sarah J., fsanc F ..• Alfred M., 
Charles, George , Edwin F. and Arthl.lr C. The de-

~. ceased are Ama l1d a R., Ini s J. and Mary A. Mrs. 

Il~~}<~~(~~ror--_--~ 

Mr. 1. has bee n.Cons table two years, Justice of the 
I'eace fo m years and T own ship Treasurer one 
H e is poli ticall y a R e puIJ\ican, and religiously 
:Ind wife are memb ers of th e Disciples' Church. ' 

';f0:, ""> _ 
COJJ • 

~ rville W. Stebbins was born June 19,1861 
; I _" ~ iilBethany Town s hip,. Grati?t County, fou; 
;: ~W mIles no rth o f St. LOUIS. HIS parents, Wil 
~~. li am L. and Lu cinda (Fra ncisco) Stebbins, 
G mov ed, wh en he was three years of age, to 

village of St. Louis. His father spent 

t il1 le th e re work in g a t hi s trade as machinist, and 
now 'man agin g a boot and shoe store. 

Mr. Stebbins employed his youthful years ill 
acquirement of his education, and at the age of 
lJegan to fit himself for th e business of a 
make r. H e learn ed th e d etail s of that vocation 

thoronghness a nd opened a shop at Ithaca, whiclf 
was owned by hi s brother, F. A. Stebbins. He ~ 

tinued its ma nageme nt one year, when he went t 
Solomon V all ey, Kansas , and spent seven mont 
herd in g sheep. fl1 May, I S83 , he came to Mt. 
ant and formed a n association with Herhert 
Bennctt, in th e musi c business, a fterwards being 
partne rship wi th B. F. K y(;s. In April, 1884, he 
wi thdrew and is now traveling in the West 
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20 acres on dection 15, Coe Township. Of this 
;arm he has now 60 acres under cultivation. 

He was married in Venango Co., Pa., Jan. 1,1862, 

to Nancy E., daughter of William and Jane Shank, 
atives of Pennsylvania. Mrs. F. was born Feb. 23. 

n ., . d M 
1844, in the COllnty 111 which she was marne . r. 
and Mrs. Frost are the happy parents of five chli­
dren : William J., Diana E., Samuel E, Mari:~ J. 

J 
. , 

and Robert . 
Mr. F. is politically a Democrat. Mrs. F. is a 

member of the United Brethren 

ree Estee, resiJent at Mt. Pleasant. was 
born Dec. 12.1 85 6, in Coe Township. Isa­
bella County. He is a son of Perry H . 

and Carrie E. (Dole) Estee, who reside in Coe 
Township. He was one of the first children 
born in that section of Isabella COl1llty, and is 

a member of one of the most prominent representa­
tive pioneer families of Northern Michigan. He was 
reared on his father's farm to the age of 16 years, 
attending winter terms of school. After reaching 
that age he engaged alternately in teaching and at­
tending at the union school of Mt. Pleasant and 
the Commercial Co1lege at Grand R apids. In 1876 
he began to read law in the office of S. W. Hopkins, 
of Mt. Pleasant, and' in the fa1l of 1877 he entered 
the Law Department of the University at Anll Arbor, 
where he was graduated in the spring of ,879, After 
taking his degree he ta ught one term of school, and 
in 1879 went to Greenville. Ohio. and, associated 
with J. C. Royan , opened a law office. The relation 
closed in February, 188r, when he returned toMI. 
Pleasant. He devoted the autumn of 1. 880 to cam· 
paign duty for the Republi can party in Ohio. 

On returning to Mt . Pleasant he formed a partn er­
ship with S. W. Hopkins. The connection was dis­
solved in the fall of 1881, since which date he has 
managed the business of his office singly. He has 
officiated two years as School Examiner, and is at 
present Justice of Peace and School Inspector. In 
1882 he Wa'S named by the popular 'voice for State 
Senator, but peremptorily declined, although hi s IIOIll­

ination and election were practically secure. J n 
addition to the regular business pertaining to his 
profession, he is managing collections and real-estate 

interests. He owns considerable property at Mt. 
Pleasant, including his fine residen ce, which he built 
in 1882, and two lots conn ected therewith, a house 
and two lots on F ancher Avenue and Illinois Street, 
besides two business lots on Main Street. 

M r. Estee was married ·Feb. 2il, IiI il " , at Mt. 
Pleasant, to Mary, daughter of Charles and Naumi 
Stirling. She was born Feb. 29, 1864. Mr. Estee is 
a ready and fluent speaker, and is known as an active 
and influential advocate of the principles of his polit­
ical connection in the local campaigns. He possesses 
brilliant literary abilities, and has been for a Illllnber 
of years a frefluent contributor to various journals. 
His abilities and characteristics are winning for him 
a substantial recognition among business men, and 
he is secure of future advancement in his profession 
and business relations. 

unis W . Swart, for 16 years a re sident of Mt. 
Pleasant, and for two and a half terms 
Sheriff of Isabella County, is a son of Tunis 

a nd Rhoda (Riggs) Swart, anti was born in 
Orleans Co., N. Y., Feb, 27, 1836. While he 
was an iniant, his father moved to Michigan, 

settling in Homer Township, Calhoun County. and 
soon afterward buying a farm of 80 acres in Claren­
don Township, same County, wh ere he died, Oct. q, 
1855. Hi s wife died in September, 18.17, at the 
same place. 

The son was reared on that farm, and when 17 
years old learned the cooper's trade, which he fol­
lowed in various places for 12 years. He came. in 
October, 1865, to Mt. Pleasant, a nd bought 20 acres 
on section 26. Union Towllship. where he resided two 
a nd a half years. His residence was ne xt in Mt. 
Pleasant, as Sheriff of the county. In 1871 he opened 
a grocery and provision store, which he carried on 
until 1880. In the summer of 1878 he built a fine 
brick store 011 the corner of Main and Michigan 
Streets, 22 ~ X 70 feet in size, two stories and a base­
ment, with a barn in the rear. In this building he 
did husiness for the last two years before he retired 
He has also huilt a fine brick residence, on two lots 
on Main street, south of his store, and owns a dwell­
mg and lot on the corner of Washington and Wiseon-

= = 
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sin Streets, a nd fi ve acres on section 22, near th e 
corporation. 

He was marri ed in Clarendon Township, Calhou il 
County, April 1,1 860, to Miss Laura J. Willett, who 
was born in Lenawee County, june 6. 1842, the 
daughter of William S. and Mari an W. (Alger) 
Willett. One son has been born to them, Fred H., 
Feb. 12, 1871. 

Mr. Swart is a member of the Mason ic fraternity . 
He has been Constable of his township and vilbge 
several years, a nd has held school offices . He was 
elected She ri ff in 1868, and was again chosen in 
1876. Between those two dates he was for one 
year appointed Sheriff in place of j ohn Maxwell, who 
was chosen Cou nty Treasurer. He took to Jackson 
the first cor.viets from Isabella County. They were 
two Ill e ll selltenced f()r t hree years. 

eorge H . Freeman, farmer on section 2 I, 

Coe, is a son of J ames and Ph ebe (Wood­
/': ward) F reeman, natives respectively of 

London, England, and the Dominion of Can-
ada. The parents li ved a numhe r of years in 

f Canada, and came to Midland Co., Mich., in 
1869. Three years later they settled in Coe T own­
ship, th is county. which is their present home. Th eir 
family included six sons and one daughter, George 
being the fifth son. 

He was born in De Gore, Can., June 22, 1852. 
For various reasons hi s educa tional privileges were 
few, and he worked most of tile timc after he was old 
enough to he a steady hand at heavy lahar. At the 
age of 20 he started out on hi s own account. He 
worked for others for a time, and in the fall of 1872 
came into possession of 40 acres , mostly wild, in Coc 
T ownship, where he has since li ved. He has added 
40 ac res by purchase , anrl now has a fin e farm of 80 
acres, 60 of which are im proved. 

He was married at Salt River, ])ec. 24,1871, to 
Miss Mary E., daughter of Jesse and Eliza Hutchin­
son, residents of Coe T ownshi p. Mrs. Freeman was 
I)O ril in Wayne Co., Ohio, Jan. 2 1, 1853. T o her and 
her husband fiv e children have been given,- Franklin , 

~---~ 

~~ 

Bertie, Lydia M., Olive E. and Elmer. -
di ed when abou t eight months old. 

Polil!Cally, Mr. F. is a firm supporter of th R e e. 
pu lJlican party. 

I\("-~ 
-~) 
"' illiam W . ~truble, e.x-Judge of PrObate or-

. I sabella Coun ty, resldellt .at Mt. Pleasant, 
'-' It; . was born Nov. 6, 1822, In Morrow Co 

n 01' H' f ., . ~ > 110. e IS a son 0 j ohn W. and Sarah 
. ~ \ ' (Laycock) Struble. His father was a farmer an" 

a native of New Jersey; he died in Morro 

CO Ull ty, Aug. 27, 1835 . The mother was bom l 
New Jersey and di ed in Fulton Co., Ohio, Dec. '9. 
I X(j2. 

Mr. Strubl e was reared to the same calling his 
father pursu ed all his life, and when he reached the 
age of 16 years, wellt to learn the tailor's trade. He 
served an apprenticeship of four years in Lexington 
Richland Co., Ohio, and followed the same vocatioq 
two years as a journeyman. In May, 1843, he ope~ 
ed a shop in (3alena, Delaware Co., Ohio, and con tin 
lied to conduct his business there three and a hal4' 
years. 

He W<lS married Sept. 12, 1843, in Lexington, "­
Mary Murphy, who was born Aug. 8, 182l,in Union 
town , Pa., and was the daughter of Baruch and Ca 
erine Murphy. She became the mother of II chit. 
dren, and died Oct. 24, 1878. Nine of the sons anti 
daughters live to hold her in sacred, loving .., 
membrance : Sarah, the eldest child, is dece~ 
John B. is one of the proprietors of the Salt 
i'louring Mill s ; Joseph A. is a farmer in Chippe~ 
Township; Mary S. is the wife of Joseph Oklits, al 
Mt. Pleasant; H a rri et is Mrs. W. W. Fosgitt, 
d~al e r near Sutton 's Bay, Mich.; James P. isa 
in Union Township; Franklin L. is engaged in 
ing in Coe Township; Elmer E. is the manager 
the homestead in Chip pewa Township; Ulyses S. 
a farmer. From Galena M r. Struyle went to • 
row CO Ullty, and was there engaged in the bUSI 
of tann er abou t fom years, and returned then to 
County, where he operated with success abo~t 
years. He th en sold out and bought a farm 111 

same county. where he engaged in agriculture 
hi s removal to Isabella COUllty, in October, 
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II bought 160 acres of timber land, which he placed 
. e a high state of cultivation. He has given 40 
JO to each of 'lis two eldest s')ns, and still holds acres ' ., 
80 acres as a homestead .. He ~esldeci on his prop-

t in Chippewa Township ullltl 1882, when he re­
e.nd flom active farming and moved to Mt. Pleasant, ure . . 
where he is sllugly situated In a dwelhng he owns 

there. ; 
Mr. Struble was nominated for Judge of ProiJate In 

the fall of 1870, on the Repuhlican ticket, and made 
a most successful cam jJaign agai nst .Richa rd Hoy, 
receiving a majority of 425 votes. He discharged the 
duties of the office with credit to himself and satis­
faction to all concerned. He was a second time 
married Oct. 23, 1881, to Catherine Converse, of 
Chippewa Township. She was horn in Ontario Co., 
State of New York, Oct. II, 1833, and her parents 
were among the pioneer settlers of Hillsdale Co., 

Mich. 

illiam M. Williams, farmer on section 
26, Coe Township, is a son of William ]{. 

. and Betsey (Gibhs) Williams. The father 
was horn in SI. Lawrence Co., N. Y., March 

3 T, 18 I 4, and the mother was IJorn in the same 
county, in April, 18[7. They came from New 

York to Michigan, and lived in Ingham County' five 
years. In the spring of r860, they came to Isabella 
County and located on section 35, Coe Township, 
where he died, June 29, 188[. She survives. Their 
family included II children, nine of whom grew to be 
adults There were fOllr sons and seven daughters, 
William being the third SOil. 

He was born in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., NIay 18, 
1850, and was five years old when his parents came 
to Michigal1, and 10 years old when they settled in 
Isabella County. He received a rudimentary educa­
tion in the district schools and worked on the farlll 
and in the woods until 24 years of age. 

He was married in Pine River Township, Gratiot 
Co., Mich., April 10, 1878, to Lavina, daughter of 
George and Agnes (Lockey) Wooley, natives of Ca n­
ada. She was born in Clinton County, this State, 
Sept. 13, 1861. Of this rnarri:'ge one dallghter, Bes­
~ic, Was borll .1l1lle 12, IX7'). 

1\11 , \V , 111111,,111 IIi " 1'1";, (:111 1.11"111 .. I '1 <" ,11 ' 11' " ,'" 
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section 26, Coe, in 1:-;75. lie has 30 acres improved . 
Politically, he is al\el'ublic:tll. Mrs. W. is a member 
of tli<! Presbyteria n Church. 

~161------t-'~-

~ . 
ichael Schafer, fanuer, s<!ctlOn 28, Nolta-

, wa Township, is a son of Leonard and 
?,"I- Lena (Christ) Schafer, the fonner a native 

'. ,\\~ of Gerillany and the latter of this State, 
where, in Clinton COllnty, th ey I)oth died . 

The slllJject of this record was born in West­

phalia, Clinton COllnty, this State, March 4, 1855. 
He T<!mained IInder the family roof-tree, assisting in 
the maintenance of the family and attending the com­
mon schools, until he att ained the a.ge of manhood, 
when he went forth to fight the battle of life alone, 
and came to Isabella County, this Sta te. 

In 1876, he, in connection with his brother, pur­
chased 200 acres of wild land in Nottawa Township, 
30 of which are now in a good state of cultivation. 

Mr. Schafer was united in marriage June 23,1879, 
with Clara Mutz, the daughter of Valentine and 
Fran ces (Pauli) Mutz, both na tives of Germany and 
at present living in Lansing, this State. 

Mrs. Schafer was born April 4, 18SS, near San­
dllsky, Ohio. '('he IInion of Mr. and Mrs, S. has 
been blessed with two children, Frankie, born Dec. 
" rS80, and Peter W., IJorn March 29, ,883, 

M r. S. is at present M uderator of his school dis­
trict, and himself and wife are members of the 
Catholic Church. 

-
1i" 

'~ ohn C. Hardgrove, farmer on section 30, 

Chippewa Town ship, is a son of Washing-
, ton and Priscilla (Clark) Hardgrove, na-

1 

~ ~: tives of Pennsylvania. Their family in.e1udes 
'I" four sons alld fOllr daughters, the subject of 
~ this biography being th e eldest son. 
He was born in Carroll Co., Ohio, Sept. T 8, 1830, 

and received the wdiments of an English education 
at the district school. As soon as he was old enough 
to work he began to help his father, and he remained 
at home until 27 years old. He was married in the 

= = 
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. cOllnty of his nativity, Oct. 7. 1857, to Miss Phebe, 
dall).;I1I<"1" of Willi:!!!! :l1l(I~()\)hrollia (Stllrgeon) Il\:ick­
led).;c. i\l r. :tlld i\\ rs. 11I:tckled:;e were born ill (;reelle 

~ ~~","~~ .. ~ 
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Co. , L'a., a nd died in Carroll Co. , O hio. M r5. Hard­
grove wa~ born in the latte r co ull ty Sept. 26, [ 832 , 
a nd has had eight children, seven of whom are li v­
ing,-Mary E. , F ra nkli n A., F rances K , George \V., 

E mm a c. , Melvin H. and Corban. H iram U. di ed 
F eb. 7, . 882 . 

Mr. H. is a R epubli can a nd kl ~ held various 
school o ffi ces in hi s district. H e came to Isabell a 
Coun ty in Septembe r, [867. Of his 160 acres, 80 
a re in good culti vation. 

Herbert Soper, fa rme r on section 7, Cae, 
is a son of I ra a nd Oli via (Dane) Sope r, 

a" nat ives of th e State of New Yu rk, a nclnow 
J ., residents of Fli nt, Genesee Co., M ich. He was 

born in O rlea ns Co., N. Y., Dec. 17, 1846, a nd 

a t th e ;lgC of seve n came wi th hi s parents to 
Ge nesee County, thi s Sta te. I fe li ved a t horne until 
the spri ng of 1876, when he came to I sabella County 
and bo ught 80 ac res , mostl y wild , whe le he now re­
sides. H e has 32 acres unde r c ultivation. 

H e was marri ed a t F lint, Sept. 25, 1872, to Miss 
Cy nthi a 1. , da.ughter of Alonzo a nd Mary H emstree t, 
nat ives of New York. M rs. Soper was born in the 
co unty of h er marri age , March 29, 1847 . The three 
children added to the family circle a re H arry W .. , 
Edith O. and Kittie M. J . Herbert d ied when a 
a year a nd 27 d ays old. Politi cally, Mr. S. is a R e­
publican. 

~~~f.:tJ~,~ ... b~ 
)~ Ie"~ . ?f: .~ enjamin Whitney, deceased, a rela tive of 
o:~ Jt several residents of I salJell a COll nty, was 

,<fJ; t;> ' . born in tl.le Sta te ,of Ve rmont, Nov. 14, 
,,~ .~1) 1802. LeaVin g tha t Sta te a t th e age of 13, 
~ he S[ll.! nt some time in Bata via, N. Y., and 
I t hen went to Ohio a nd liveu in R ainsv ille 

several years. He then settleu in O nta rio Co., N . Y., 
where he followed blac ksmithin g anu fa rmin g, a nd 
fi)r a tilll e was employed in urivin g stage for hi s 
fa ther. 

H e was marri ed in Onta rio Co., N. Y., Dec. 24, • 
183 2, to Caroline E., d aughter of T homas a nd Annie 
(Ralston) H all. Mrs. W.hitn ey was born in Steuben 

C.o ., N. '~ . , Feb. 27,. 118 15, and bore to her huslJand 
nine children , as 10 lows : Cla rissa E E '1 .. ., mly J 
Wil li am '1' .,. Hiram B. , C harles C., George G., Albe~ 
N. , R ensselae r G . . and M ary C. Hiram B. died 
March 18, 1864, whlie on hi s way to Yorktow n, as a 
mcmbe r of the 1. 6th H eavy ~rtil\ery. His body Was 
embalmed a nd sent back to hIS mOllrning parent 

.Mr. Whitney e nl isted F eb. 17, 1864, in Co.s'B, 
Eighth Mich. V?l. I nf. , and served 18 months. He 
fo ught at th e W ilde rn ess, Cold Harbor and in numer_ 
OllS other engagements ; and whil e in a skirmish neaf 
Petersbu rg he was shot throu gh the left hand by 

. . I . I I: mime ba I. Wit l ather wounded a nd disabled meD 
he walked te n miles to City Point, Va., where his 
wound was d ressed a nd he was sent to Washington 
n. C. , a nd a ft e rwards to P hil adelphia. He was a.:. 
siglled to th e in valid co rps, whe re he remained tiD 
Au g. 7,1 :)65 , when he was discharged and returned. 
to hi s hOi li e. 

I fe u ieu ofh cart disease, Feb. 8, 1874, in Yates Co., 
N. Y. , whil e on a visit to his d aughter, Clarissa E. 

avid C. Vroman, farmer on section 27, Cae 
T o wnship, is a son of Tunis and Elizabeth 
(Craig) Vrom an, na tives of the States. 0{ 

New York and Maine. The parents fint 
c settl ed in Orleans Co., N. Y., and afterwards re-

moved to J ackson County, this State, where the 
mother died. The father yet lives in that county. 
Their family numbered eight, and David C. was their 
second son . 

He was- 1)0 111 in J ackson County, May 24, 1836, 
a tte nd ed sc hool until 17 years old and remained at 
home un til 23 years old. In February, 1859, be 
came with hi s wife to I sabella County and bought 
120 acres on section 27, Coe Township. He b .. 
since di sposed of 80 acres, and has improved S5 
ac res. 

H e was married in Jackson County, this State. 
J Ill y I. 185X, to Julia E. , d aughter of David H. and 
C hl oc (Sa nford) Goldsmith . Parents were nativesof' 
T ompkins Co., N. Y., and the daughter was born in 
Monroe Co., N. Y., Sept. 13, 1841. Florence 11.­
William H., Walter L., Zada A. and Raymond W. 
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are the names of their five children. Zada A. died 
when a little over one year old. 

Mr. and Mrs. V. are members of the Disciples' 
Church. Politically, he is a Democrat. 

. harles E. Bowman, lumberman and agri­
culturist, resident at Loomis, Wise Ttwn­

ship, was born May 30; 1844, in Niagara Co., 
N. Y. His parents, Daniel and Jane (Denster) 

. Bowman, were also natives of 1he State of New 
York. The former was born Sept. 14,1817, the latter 
May 19, 1817. The senior Bowman was a shoe­
maker by trade, and while a resident of his native 
State worked at that business, and also as .a tailor. 
In 1850 he removed with his family to St. Clair Co., 
Mich., and located 120 acres of unimproved land. 
He placed 40 acres under creditable cultivation, and 
erected thereon suitable and necess'lry farm build­
ings. After eight years he sold the property and 
removed to Midland County, settling in a part now 
included in the township of Edenville. Associated 
with Timothy Jerome, a brother of the ex-Governor 
of Michigan, he built a saw-mill, which was run by 
water power. Two years later he sold his moiety to 
his partner and devoted his attention solely to hll11-

bering and agriculture. In 1865 he removed to the 
State of Missouri. 

Mr. Bowman is of mixed English and Highland 
Scotch ext~action, his father and mother having been 
respectively of parents descended from those nation­
alities. On attaining his majority he engaged in 
lumbering. His capital was invested in a span of 
horses, and he operated on the Tittabawassee River 
as a contractor in the avenues common to the busi­
ness, to which he devoted his energies about two 
years, when he purchased 81 acres of wild land in 
Edt;nville, Midland County, and began clearing it 
for a homestead. He placed 45 acres in first-class 
cultivation and built thereon a house and barn. He 
still retains its ownership, but after a residence there­
on of some years, he removed to Isabella County to 
follow his lumber interests. He located on sec­
tion 10, Wise Township, where he has since resided 
and vigorously prosecuted the business of lumbering. 
He owns 200 acres of land, which he is fast placing 
in a highly creditable state of cultivation. 

In political views and connections, Mr. Bowman is 
a Republican. He has discharged the duties of 
several local offices, and is now School Assessor. 
He is a member of the Order of Masonry, and belongs 
to Corning Lodge, No. 335. at Farwell, Clare Co., 
Mich. 

Mr. Bowman is a substantial citizen of his town­
ship and county, one of the class of men whose 
zealous industry and persevering prosecution of in­
flexible business methods is fast placing this section 
of Northern Michigan in fair rank with other portions 
of the Peninsular State. His portrait is given on the 
opposite page. 

He was married Oct. I I, 1868, to Julia, daughter 
of Nicholas and Sophia (Lavere) Raymond. She was 
born Jan. 10, 185f, in St. Clair, Mich . Her father 
was born in 1813, in the Province of Quebec. He 
came to Michigan when he was but 18 years old, and 
followed the business of a blacksmith until his death 
in 1853. That event was the result of accident, 
from a falling limb off a tree from which he and his 
son were peeling the bark, striking him on his head. 
He survived five hours. Her mother was born May 
20,1817, in Detroit, and is still living; at Port Huron, 
St. Clair County. The children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bowman are five in number, and were born as fol­
lows: Wallace E., Nov. 6, 1869 (died Dec. 19, 
f870); Warren G., Jan. 3, 1871; Elmer D., Nov. 18, 
1873; Eber A., Jan. 17, 1878; Bessie May, May 6, 
1884. 

ohn Russell Doughty, editor and proprietor 
of the Isabella County Enterprise, was born 
at Henrietta Corners, Monroe Co., N. Y., 

within ten miles of the city of Rochester . . His 
birth occurred Sept. 24, 1842, and he is the son 
of George W. and Emeline (Storm) Doughty. 

When he was two years old his parents removed to 
Van Buren Co., Mich., where his father engaged in 
mercantile pursuits at Paw Paw; he is still living 
there, aged 80 years. The mother died at Paw Paw 
in 1878. 

Mr. Doughty received all the educational advan­
tages afforded by the place where he grew to mature 
years, and he eventually entered the prinling-office 
of I. W. Van Fossen, at Paw Paw, where he re­
mained uetWl.:en two and three years. He afterward 
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went to Kalamazoo, where he ohtained a situation in 
the printing. office of the Kalamazoo Telegraph. He 

, remained there as assistant about three years, and 
at the expiration of that time he went to Poughke ep­
sie, N. Y., where he was employed on the Daily 
Eagle ; ,he went thence to the city of New York and 

= 

passed some months in a book and job office. 
The place grew irksome; and, yielding to an in-

clination to see home and friend s, he returned to 
Paw Paw, where he purchased the stock of a boot and 
shoe establishm,ent. He continued the management 
of th t business upwards of a year, when he sold out 
and again interested himself in' printing, entering the 
Trite N ortherner office at Paw Paw. After a short 
time he ~Igain went to Kalamazoo, and later to St. 
John's, where, associated with a Mr. Phillips, he pub­
li shed the Clintoll COUllty R epublicall. Eventually he 
sold his interest to Mr. Phillips and returned to Paw 
Paw. Shortly after, he went to St. Joseph and was 
there engaged for a few months in the pursuit of his 
vocation as printer, returnin g on the termination of 
his engagement to Paw Paw. 

= While at home he received a communication from 
~ ~ Albert Fox, publisher of the Enterprise at Mt. Pleas-
= ant, asking him to proceed to that place to take 

charge of the paper, as his failing health incapacita­
ted him for the duties and labors of the position. 
Mr. Doughty responded to the summons and spent 
18 months as assistant and manager of the interests 
of the journal. At the end of that time M r. Fox 
di ed, when the paper passed by purchase into tbe 
hands of Mr. Doughty. H e succeeded to its pro·· 
prietorship in July, 1873. The journal is nolV in its 
20th year; it has tbe largest circulation of all papers 
ill the county and is conducted in accordance with 
the princi;:les t.!eclared ill its motto. It is published 
in the" interests of the Republican party and of isa-
bella County." Its popularity is growing with the in­
crease of improvement and popUlation of Isabella 
County, and its business interests ' are gradually 
wit.!ening. /\. considerable job and book printing 
business is connected with the work of the paper, 
which is all important addition to its scope and is 
rapidly extendilig; 

In [875, his printing-office, with all its fixtures, 
was destroyed by fire, entailing tota l loss, as th(~re 

was no 1I1surance. The plucky editor was nothing 
(hunted and ordered a new outfit frolll Detroit, set 

up an office in the parlor of hi s private residence a~ 
issuet.! hi s pa per on the regular day of the following 
week. In Janu ary, r884, he reduced the subscrip­
tion price of the paper to $r a year. 

Mr. Doughty was married May 24, 1874, at Mt. 
Pleasant, to Eva Craig Graves, daughter of Judge L. 
and Virginia Graves, residents of Warsaw,' Gallatin 
Co., Ky. Mrs. Doughty was born at that place Dec. 
r, r 85 2. She is thoroughly ' ed ucated, having been a 
student at Oxford F emale College, Butler Co., Ohio , 
and at the "AcadedlY of the Most Holy Rosary .... at 
Louisville, Ky. She is assistant editor of the Enter_ 
jn-ise. The family includes three children,-Lorenzo 
G., Ole W. and Virgaline, aged respectively eight, six 
ant.! three years. 

I\~ .' on. Isaac A. Fancher, formerly a resident 
r.lj~ .. ,.. of thi s county but now of Detroit, is a SOil 

~,~ of Jacob Schuyler and Eunice (Alger) Fancher, 
, and was born Sept. 30, 1833, in Florida, Mon .. 

go mery Co., N. Y., where his parent;; passed 

the latter portion of their lives. His father died in 
1838, and his mother for some time afterward lived 
at Braman's Corners, about a mile and a half from 
Schenectady, N. Y.; but, returning to Florida, N. Y., 
she finally died at her daughter's, Olivia Caroline. 
In their family were four children, namely, Olivia 
Caroli ne, Richard, I saac Alger (subject of this sketch) 
and Orrin Hatch. Richa rd and Orrin are deceased. 

Mr. Fancher, during his early boyhood, attended 
the SlIlllmer schools, as the school-house was too dis­
tant for him to attend in winter. From the age of 
[r to 15 he had to work on the farm; then for one 
year he attended school at Duanesburg, Schenectady 
Co., N. Y., hoarding with his sister Olivia; next,.was 
on thl.! farm agai n nntil he was r 9 years of age; then, 
being anxious to obtain a better education, he at­
tended the Princetown Academy in his native county 
for a three· months term, and the following year two 
terms more . Afterward he attended the AIDsterdaro 
(N. Y.) Academy for a school year, closing ill Ju~e, 
1856. In Septelll ber followi ng he left his natIve 
State for the ' Wes t, spent a short time in Kilbourn 
City, Wis. , taught a winter term (r856-7) of school 
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at Delton, that State, traveled "a few months, and 
taught the same school the ensuing winter. In the 
spring, on account of the death of his brother Orrin, 
he returned to Florida, N. Y., for a short time, then 
he went to Minnesota and bought 80 acres of land 
near Rochester, that State, which he afterward sold. 
Later in the season he went into Iowa for the pur­
pose of locating several hundred acres of land fo~ a 
friend in the East. After going as far south as ~t. 
Louis, Mo., he returned to Delton, Wis. 

In the fall of 1859 he went to the neighboring 
town of NewjJOrt, Wis., and entered the law office of 
Jonathan Bowman, who was formerly a resident of 
Charlestun, Wis. After reading law there about I4 
months he attended the Albany (N. Y.) Law School 
about six months, and soon afterward opened a law 
office at Kilbourn City, Wis. In the spring of 1862 
he, in company with others, started for Oregon, but 
on account of unforeseen difficulties they turned their 
course southward, toward Nevada. The party di­
vided, and Mr. Fancher, with his party, settled near 
Minerville, staking out a lot and building an adobe 
house. But soon afterward he made a short visit to 
San Francisco and returned via the isthmus to New 
York city, arriving Jan. 24, 1863, having been 24 
days on the ocean. Contracting chills in that city, 
he hastened to his mother's in Schenectady County, 
where he remained seven weeks. 

In the spring of 1863 he spent a fews weeks at 
Kilbourn City, Wis., settling up business, and July 4, 
following, he arrived at Mt. Pleasant, having heard 
favorable reports concerning this locality. He im­
mediately bought three lots, erected a frame house 
and moved his family hither from Wisconsin, by 
team, being 23 days on the route. He opened an 
office and began the practice of his profession, and 
took an active interest in the welfare of the place .. 
Having studied civil engineering, he also engaged 
somewhat in surveying, as the country W:lS new and 
law bu~iness light. For several years he was State 
Road Commissioner. In I868 he was awarded a 
certificate of election to the Legislature by the Dis­
trict Commissioners, but his opponent, Mr. Newman, 
contesting, he let the matter go, as he was not anx­
ious for the seat; but he nevertheless got in all his 
pUblic measures, which were carried through. He 
paid -his own expenses. In 1873 he was elected 
Representative to the Legislature with only two op-

posing votes. In I875 he was elected Senator from 
this district, and served one term, with honorable 
distinction. He introduced a joint resolution author­
izing the Auditor General of the State to credit the 
county of Isabella with upward of $[0,000, which had 
been, in the detaching of Clare County, wrongly 
charged to this cOllnty. This money was appro­
priated to the building of the court-house at Mt. 
Pleasant. He has also served the county as Prose­
cuting Attorney, and for a time was Postmaster at 
Mt. Pleasant. In 1870 he was Census Commissioner 
for this and Clare Counties, and he has been honured 
with many other public trusts during hi s sojourn in 
this county. "He was a man of enlarged views, busi­
ness energy and philanthropic spirit. 

He was largely interested in laying out roads in 
Isabella and adjoining counties, so that all the im­
pOltant roads would center at Mt. Pleasant. Also 
took great interest in the proposed Lansing, St. John's 
& Mackinaw Railroad, and worked for it until over 
$400,000 was raised in municipal bonds, when such 
pap("r was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court. He was a Director in the company proposing 
a road from Owosso through this county, which is 
now being built by the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North­
ern Company. He also greatly aided in the con­
struction of the Saginaw & Mt. Pleasant Railroad, 
being Vice-President of the same until it was trans­
ferred to the Flint & Pere Marquette Company. 

He bought the first mill site in 1865, which he had 
sought out, and afterward sold it to Hapner Bros., 
who built a mill there, and subsequently Mr. F . pur­
chased the property. He sold a half interest in the 
water-power to Harris Bros. for a Government mill, 
and afterward sold his remaining interest to George 
W. Bowen, and purchased the steam saw-mill built 
by Owen & Clinton, which he subsequently sold to 
A. B. Upton, and is now owned by Upton & Leaton. 
At one time Mr. Fancher owned I69 lots in Mt. 
Pleasant. 

Mr. Fancher was married in Wyoming Co., N. Y., 
June 6, 1860, to Miss Althea May, daughter of Wil­
liam and -- (Fisk) Preston. Mrs. F. was a native 
of that county. She and Mr. F. have become the 
parents of three children, namely: Preston Schuyler, 
born June '0, ,861; Blanche, deceased; and Bessie 
Rhea, born] une 9, I X7 4. 

In ,882 Mr. Fancher changed 
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Detroit, where he bought a fin e dwellin g and is now sketch, Mr. Wm. E. Redfield, is the only one I' . 
. . lYIng. 

practicing law. In general politics he is a staunch He was born Nov. 20, 1852, In Twinsburg Su • ;It Republican, was Chairman of the Republican County Co., Ohio, and lived there until he was 26 'yeamnutf 
. . h' rs 0 Committee most of the time for 15 years, and from age; he a rnved 111 t 15 county May 5, 1879, Where 

, ) 

J 87 8 to 1880 was a member of the State Central he now o lVns 60 acres of land,-20 on section 10 

Committee of that party. He is a member of the and 40 on section 15. 

Order of Odd Fellows, beil~ g one of the oldest mem- Dec. 22, 1878, he was married to Clara A 
bers of Wabon Lodge, No. 308, at Mt. P leasant. d aughter and only child of Franklin and Mary Cai: 

illiam E. Redfield, farm er, section 10, 
Deerfield Township, is a son of Josiah and 

i , '-' ~ . Eliza A. (Lane) Redfield. His father 
. ) was a native of Connecticut, and died March 
\ 15,1 862 ; his mother was born Jan. 12, 181 3, 

and is now living wit~ him . Then: were three 
children in their family, of whom the subject of this 

i s t~ (Ballard) Barker, who was born in Oakland Co., 
Mlch, Feb. 4, 1858. To them have been born two 
ch ildren, namely: Ethel Grace, Dec. 20, 1880, and 
Josiah Franklin , Sept. 9, 1883. Mr. Redfield and 
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and he is a Hepublican, in his political views. He; 
father participated in the last war, being in the 
bloody battle of Chickamauga: he died in the hospi_ 
tal at Chattanooga. 
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INTROO:UGTORY. 

CARCELY a score and a half 
years have passed since the un­
broken forests of Northern Mich­
igan were thought of as a possi­

ble home for civilized man. 
The Government surveyors re­
ported that it was an irreclaim­

able waste and not fit for cultivation 
in any quarter, the soil being of that 
character which precluded the prop-
agation of cereals. The rapidity of 

settlement and enormous crops of every­
thing in the line of cereals demonstrated 
conclusively their mistake, for no acre­

age s'.lrpasses Northern Michigan in pro­
ductiveness. Notwithstanding the oft re­
peated tales of want and hardships told 

by their sires, men of energy, with their families and 
all their earthly possessions lo~ded upon a wagon 
drawn by oxen, pushed their way step by step, through 
the unbroken forests of Isabella, until they found 
suitable locations. With a spirit of heroism have 
they toiled until the forests were laid low, and their 
herculean labor is manifest in the broad acres of 
highly cultivated land, upon which stand palatial res­
idences and outbuildings of the most expensive char­
acter. Over the grounds where the red man chased 
the bounding deer, and the wildcat and wolves held 
their nightly vigils, may be seen the husbandman 

gathering the golden harvests; where the Indian's 
wild war-whoop was heard, stands the stately house of 
worship. Transportation of goods by ox-teams has = 
given way to the power of steam, and a commerce W. 
has been opened up with all parts of the civilized = 
world. Prosperity in a high degree has smiled upon ~. 
her people, who are fortunate in living in the most "'V' 

healthful, beautiful and productive State in the Union, 
taking age into consideration. 

The history of this co.unty is possessed of no small 
degree of interest. While other counties were con­
nected with the frontier by large bodies of excellent 
lands, these seemed shut off from the gaze of shrewd 
~peculators by reason of its heavy growth of timber. 
They were destined to become the heritage of an 
honest, industrious people, and the income derived 
from the timber and products of the soil has given 
many of the first comers a handsome competency. 

This was thc (lark forcst primeval; 
Rut thc piOlUlCI' camc in his might, 

A 1Il1 (lown throllgh thc vast leafy tcmple 
Hp)'( ~al1 gleaming the plonccrs' light. 

With his ax 011 hi s shoulder, he came 
From thc hills and valleys away; 

Whcl'c thc sun in hi s splcndor uprising 
Lights Bnnkcr Hill's coltullns to-day. 

No marhlc-pavc(l citics hCl'e shonc, 
No costly hllilt palace herc stooll; 

Bllt ahovc and :U'OIllHl, the dark forest rose 
With majestic, hllge pillars of wood. ' 

No highway that led through thc grove 
Had bright litUc flowcrs seattercd therc, 

Bllt lIarrow paths, ~kirt(J (l with thol'lls, 
Thci I' nakl~d fcct ready to tCllr. 

~--~~~'I 
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Value of ]~ocal History. 

UT few of the present generation realize 
the great value of local history, living as 
they do in an age of industry and thrift. 

The opportunities for speculation and the 
haste to become wealthy take precedence of 
everything else, and the fact is not taken into 

consideration that the pioneers are rapidly passing 
from the scene of their labors, leavin g but little time 
for the compilation of biographical sketches which 
constitute the heretofore unwritten history of Isabella 
County. Their children have heard from the lips 
of their aged sires the story of privation and toil of 
those who were first at the front in the settlement of 
the county, but their children will lose sight of the 
facts unless they be recorded in such manner a, to 
become intelligible and kept fresh in the minds of 
succeeding generations. 

Surrounded, as ,we are, with everything which 
wealth and taste can suggest, the fact is almost lost 
sight of that here were the best years ofthe lives of our 
ancestry devoted to the development of one of the 

best agricultural counties in the State. As th . 
" 'I d h d ' e Vir. tues, prIVatIOns, to! an ar ships the pioneers have 

undergone are well worthy of a m~re fitting memorial 
tha~1 can be secu~ed by, a gral1lte monument, the 
desIgn of the publishers IS to record a history of • 

. I 1 . , In. 
estllnab e va ue to every citizen of the county. 

The facts mentioned, have ~een carefully culled 
from every source; neither palOS nor expense h 
been spared in the compilation of this work, whic~ 
although not without error, is as correct as can be 
gathered from the pioneers themselves, and men are 
very apt to be mistaken in data. 

Upon local history depends the perpetuation of 
facts heretofore unwritten, as well as the biographical 
sketches of every worthy pioneer in the coun~y that 
could be procured, Each sketch speaks volumes. 
and a history of one man's life, perhaps of an enti~ 
family, is now recorded where naught can efface or 
destroy it. From this will all future volumes of like 
import take their data. Those who have volunteered 
the information from which this work is compiled 
will live in the history of this county as long as tim; 
lasts. No manlier hands e'er drew a sword than they 
who faced privation and danger while engaged in 
subjugation of the dense wilderness which once coy. 

ered this nolV beautiful land, and to them is this vo~ 
ume dedicated. 
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By Major James W. Long, formerly U. S. Indian Agent. 

ROEVER attempts to write 
concerning the history of our 

North American Indians, with 

any knowledge of what he is 
writing, the result of either 
experience, observation or in-

vestigation, does so with a regret 
that civilization has demanded 
so much of them and returned 
so little. Their origin, how they 
came here in this country in ad­
vance of intelligent and sciell­

tific discovery, and where they 
came from, is a subject that has 
chaJ1enged the attention of the 
anti(IUarians and historiographers 
ever since the discovery of this 
country; and the writer of this ar­
tide, during the tillle that he had 
charge of the Michigan Indians 
as their Agent, gave. considerable 
attention to this, being singularly, 
but unconsciously, aided by the 

I Indians themselves. 
One of the best tests in tracing descent where histo­

ry is silent on the subject, lies in idiomatic expressions, 
hyperboles and in rhetorical tropes. Added to these, 
we can readily caB to our aid the prophecies of the 
Scriptures, and notice their fulfillment in this peculiar 
people. My idea about them is that they arc de­
scendants of the princes, sultans and califfs of Ara­
bia, so graphically described in the book 50 dear to 

aJ1 juvenile readers, "The AraLian Nights' Enter­
tainments," and I shall endeavor to state my reasons 
for believing 50. 

I n the first place, the Arabians are recognized as 
the descendants of Ishmael, of whom it was said in 
(;enesis xvi, 12, "And he wiJ1 be a wild man: his 
hand will be against every man, and every man's 
hand will be against him; and he shall dweJ1 in the 
presence of aJ1 his brethren." What has been true 
of the Arabians, has been singularly true of the 
NJrth American Indians; for, until overpowered by 
numbers and modern implements of warfare, their 
hands were again st every man, and now every man's 
hand is agaillst thenl, and they also dwell in the 
presence uf their human brethren. 

In A. D. 622, the Arabians, under the name of 
Saracens, began their course of con(luest, under Mo­
hammed. Their methods of warfare were, no quar­
ter to prisoners, the debauchery of female captives 
and their destruction afterwards, physical torture and 
no mercy. The Indians in their natural state have 
adopted this very method, as the result, I think, of a 

natural inheritance. 

Then again, the Arabians, as Mohammedans, were 

taught to believe in a heaven of perfect sensual and 

physical enjoyment, where they would not only be 

surrounded by beautiful houris whose only mission 

would he to minister to their animal enjoyment, bUl 

that there, in that land, they would be all brave war­

riors, invincible and unconquerable. What more of 

a simile can we find than the idea the untutored 

= .= 
&. 
= =: ;.:;, 



= = 

Indian ' has always had of the "happy huntin g 
grounds? " 

Then, again, as to the similarity of their figures of 
speech. Instead of the Arabian salu tation of, "Com­
mander of the Faithful," our Indians substitute the 
equally poetical appellation of, "My Creat Father." 
In oriental poetry and oratory, the simplest methods 
of comparison were used, so as to come within the 
comprehension of an ignorant people. Brightness 
of character, of visage or of mechanislU was COlll-
pared to the sun, Loveliness of character, or beauty 
of countenance, was compared to the llIoo n ; grace­
fuln ess, to some a nim al, suc.h as a ga~.e1k; swiftness, 
to a d ee r,--all homely comparisons, but easily under-
stood, To thi s day, our North American J ndians use 
the same fi gures of speech, a nd they did I/ot learn 
them from their white conquerors. 

Another thing which tends to show tll eir ancestry 
is their ceremonial observances. Th l: Indian i" hi s 
wild state has hl: en compa red by some persons to a 
brute. Bu t brutes do not hold war alld peace dan­
ces; they do not have ceremonial observances ill 
honor of vic tories, or dejection over defeats; and the 
question is, where did they receive these ideas? A 
noted Ma~on in this country has said that even 
among Bodouins of the Desert he has observed Ma­
sonic rites and symbols; that whil e they lacked the 
perfection and finish of those of civilized Masonry, 
still they were sufficient for lUutual recognition. Now, 
Free Maso nry is older than civili zation, and is de­
scribed as having had a being" ever since symmetry 
hegan, and harmony displayed her charms;" and thl: 
Arabian and his descendant the Indian have, I 
believe, a val id claim to the same antiquity. We 
have every reason to believe that during the war of 
the Crusades, the ultimate fri endship of Saladin, the 
Saracen chief, and Richard Cwur de Leon proceedl:d 
from their mutual recognition as \If asons. 

Another thing is to be considered in this connec­
tion; and that is, the existence of the law of primo­
geniture among them, and the right of succession 

t
~ established of rulershipor kingship from father to son . 
.,; If they had been the original inhahitants of Aillerica 
-::' ~ from all time, ancl isola ted from the rest of the world, 

with their savage, untaught natures, the strongest and 
;~ most daring of them would have been chiefs, always 
(® providing they had even thought of the expediency 
"" of dividing themselves into hands, trihes and nations. 

~~~.A ~~"''';:~\l~ _~ 
t~- ' :::::;"~~€®-~-

memorial. 
How did they come here? is the next qll . ... estlon 

which will natmal1y anse; and this brings liS t 
l . fl ' 0 a natma comparison 0 t 1e habits of the two peo I 

'1'1 A b' I . P e. 
. H~ ra lans were a rest ess, nomadIC and migr t . ao~ 

people, of a decld ed~y lVarlik~ n~ture . If they could 
have no other, they Ii1dulged In 1I1ternal war, to k 
1 . I d' J ' eep t lelr, Ian Sill. ust :0 with the Indians. With the 

A raIJl a ns, the possession of women began to be th 
rl:sult of physical prowess. Just so with the Indi e 
.. M~ 

With the Arabians, woman was a slave, not only de-
pendent cntire~}: 1I1~on her male lord! bnt simply a 
crl::l ture to gratify hiS lusts. Just so with the Indians. 

Theil look at the similarity of names. The Ara­
bians used the hyphenated syllabic method, each 
llilill e nll:~lI~ing something; and so do the Indians. 
Where did they get this? Did they pick it up by 
c h,lI H:e ~ Here are two samples. One is the Arabian 
"Ai>d-el-Wahhah," or "The Servant of the Beauti_ 
ful," alld the other the Indian "Naw-o-qllay-ke_ 
zhick ," o r "The Noon.day Sun," both descriptive of 
sOllie personal attribute, and of the same ortho­
!-\raphical systelll. 

In A. I). 1)21), Arabia was disorganized and suf­
fered for two centuries from internal warfare, and we 
have every reason to suppose that with escape pos­
sil)le, the defeated chieftains and their followers did 
not remain to be subject to the bastinado or the 
scimitar. The sea on one hand and the northern 
passage on the other was preferable to this, and with 
their t.raditions, their political and tribal divisions and 
other attrihutes they callie to this country. 

I kwe space in this article to mention 110 more 
than generally and hrieAy my reasons for supposing 
that ou: American Indians are of Oriental origin; 
ar,d havll1g done ~o I will now be more dennite and 
cOllie down to our local Indians in Isabella County. 

The Chippewas of Saginaw Valley, Swan Creek 
and Black River. 

The ahove tribal designation is of comparatively 
reCent date, the present tribe being the result of 
inter-marriage, and they lack both tribal descent and 
featmes. . 

The old Iroquois blood is Aowing in the veins of 
many of them, and here and there one can trace a 
descendant of the Miamis, the Senecas and oftener 
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the old and once powerful Pottawatomies. The old On arriving at Swan Creek, Black River and Sagi- "-
Etowah and Ojibways (now corrupted into" Otta- lIaw, this conglomeration of tribes, under their new 
wa" and" Chippewa '') are also represented largely; n~me, began to clear land, to hunt and to fish; but ~~~. ' 
so, as we said before, the present tribe designateu as even in what was then a wilderness they were not T 
"Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black aHowed to remain undisturbed; for the American G: 
River," is an amalgamation of several tribes which FurCompany began the e:ection of trading-posts, and 
were once distinct. buying their valuable furs of the Indian hunter and 

Ne-gaw-ne, an old man over 100 years old, wa!f a trapper; they and the subse(luent traders paid them 
warrior under Pontiac, and describes with gn:at ac- off in poor whisky anu cheap goods at an exorbitant 

curacy the part he took in the siege of Detroit, in- pnce. 
eluding the historical game of foot ball. · These and As civilization (?) advanced, many of the whites b 
others, whose nanles escape Illy )nelnary, have took Indian wOlnen as concuhines, living in this Ull- ~ 
told me about the big faHing waters (Niagara Falls) holy a1\iance as long as it suited either their con-
and of Red Jacket, the famous chieftain and orator; venience or inclination to do so, thus giving to these 
and again others wiH tell of the fertile lands of untutored people their first lesson in civilization by 
the Ohio, and of the rivers which rose so high every teaching them the prostitution of their young women! 

spring that they could paddle their canoes over the But after a while this land beCllme valuable to the 

land. whites. The steamboat appeared where before the 
The time of separation seems to have been at the waters of the Saginaw had known no more disturb-

treaty of the River Raisin; but this tillle is after the a nce than the paddle of the Indian in his canoe. 
segregation of many of the forefathers of our present Business hegan to prosper, settlers to come in, and 1::': 
Indians. In the Detroit treaty of Nov. [7, 1807, the in 1855 these Indi a ns were all called together and = 

= lands in the Saginaw territory were set apart for the told practically that it was to their interest to give ~ 
Ottaway, Chippeway, Wyapdotte and rottawatomie up land, then worth $100 per acre, and to move again = 
nations of Indians, as part of a general and divided northward into Isabella County, then almost a wil: ~ 
concession (?) from the Government; but it is not derness; and to this they consented and moved up 4 , 
until the treaty made at Washington, May 9, 183°, here; and had it not been for the efforts of the writer Al 
that we see our Indians classified as "Chippewas of in securing them th eir patents in fee simple, the prob~ 
Swan Creek and Black River." ability is that befure now they would have heen re-

During these years the Wyandottes and Puttawat- moved from here to Isle Royale in Lake Superior, or 
omies seem to have wandered westward, though somc other equ:dly undesirahle locality. As it is, 
many of the latter tribe settled in the Michiga n their present condition as compared with the past is 
Territory, south of wh at is now the line of tht:Mich- had enough. They are dwindling away or migrating 
igan Central Railroad. But alllong the new tril,e of each year; some of tht:m have gone with tht:ir old rel-
Chippeways of Swan Creek and Black River, there atives, the Ottawas on L ake Michigan, the straits of 
was a large number still of Wyandottes and Pottawat- Mackinac alid Sault Ste. Marie; others can be found 
omies, although the prevailing number were divided among the Chippewas of Lake Superior, while those 
between Ottawas and Chippewas, while occasionally remaining earn a precarious living in either amateur 
to this day a Seneca Indian can be found. Civiliza- farming, hunting, fishing, hasket-making or, later, in 
tion had been driving them remorselessly before its working in the IUlllher woods in winter and on the 
cultivated fields.-first from ' the beautiful val1ey of drive. 
the Miami, up towards the Maumee; from there to They are undoubtedly the victims of the inexorable 
the River Raisin where Monroe now stands; from logic of events; hut it seems a pity that they, the 
there toward, the Detroit River, but urging thelll original possesso rs of the soil, sholdd have been COIll-

both westward and northward; from there to the pt::lled to give up so much when they rt:ceived so 
Flint and Saginaw Rivers,-but with all these telll- little. At present they arc living upon this reserva-
po~i~in~s u~ging them westward hy offers of large an- tion unde~ the provisions of thc treaty of (>etoher I X, ~.,) 
nUIlIes, which many of thelll accepted . • 1:-\(;4, which was sllpplemental to Ihe treaty uf <' 
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~ !\ lIgust 2, I Xs 5. This tn:aty provides for I he pc r­
~t) manent settlement of these Illdi ans alld I he disso­
Z~ lution of their tribal relations to th e U niled States . 
T Government. It gives to each head of a family 80 

,1> ' acres of land, and to each Indi an, male or female, 

I 
arriving at the age of maturity, 40 acres , with a pro·· 
visa that the Indian Age nt shall cl assify them as 
" Com petent" and" Non-competen t." 1n case they 
are reported as competent, then a patent in fee sim­
ple is issued to them, and they can transfer their 

J land, or alienate the titl e, just the same as anyordi -
4 nary freeholder; but if reported as nOll-com retent, 
• then , while a patent is issued to them, th ey cannot 

transfer the titl e without the con sent of the Sesre­
tary of the Interior, who bases his opinion very great­
lyon the recommendation of the local P robate Court, 
about the same as in the case of mi nors at law. 

The reservation embraces the following Congres-
sion al townships, all hei ng in townshi p5 north hy 

'( ) ranges west of the meridian line; I G, 3, entire; IS, 

3; 15, 4 ; :5,5, entire ; 14,5, entire, ar,d the north 
half of r 4, 3, and r 4, 4· There are exceptions to 
even this territory, being in the way of entries made 
by specul ators in pine lands previous to the treaty. 

o . ;. 
= = 
:~ 

In the preparation of the first li st for .patents, the 
writer was embarrassed by the large acreage with­
held from selections by what is known as the" Rust 
purchase ;" but, thi s bein g subsequently removed by 
these gentl emen rel eas in g to the Government their 
valuable investment, the Ind ians were allowed to se­
lect thi s land . 

The princi pal valu e attached to thi s bnd was the 
magnificent pin e tim ber wh ich grew on it, and its 
value was enhanced by the fact 'that it was within 
easy and prac ticahle distance to the Chippewa and 
Salt Rivers, by which the logs could be fl oated to 
Saginaw or Bay City. 

Lumber spec ulators soon bought the pine, coupl ed 
with the right of removal, at a nominal fi gme; and 
after them the land specula tors purchased the land . 
Some of the Indians kept their land (very few com-
paratively), but none of them kept their pine. 

It is perhaps just as wd l as it is. The theory of 
the Indian Commission and the would · he hllm anil.a-

rialls , Ihat Ihe flldialls of North America Can be 
turn ed illto a set of civilized farmers, is a (ha/~au 
rt'EsprrKllc of the most enormous proportions. A per­
ce ntage of them may be recovered and converted to 
civili zation and its rules, by schools like that at Carl_ 
isle , Pa.; but "an I ndian is an Indian, and nothing 
else. H e had rather fish and hunt than farm, and 
the Ilomadic habits and tas tes of his ancestors still 
clin g to him with persevering force. 

Locality is one of their chief attributes. Although 
th ey are entitl ed to land up here in Isabella County, 
not only land, hut the means of having permanent 
and comfortahl e homes,-notwithstanding all this, 
which any white man would accept greedily, the 
Ind ian will not take, but even now can be found in 
hi s old haunts, rendered doubly dear to him by hab­
itation and the traditions of childhood. 

The Indian problem has had a fair, honest and in­
telli gent trial among the Chippewas of Saginaw, 
Swan Creek and Black River; anci as far as amel­
IOrating their condition is conce rned, it has been a 
fail lire. Schools have been furnished them, with 
patie llt, earnest teache rs; the gospel has been 
preached to th em, by hard-working, self-denying min­
isters of Christ; llI any Cln speak English; some can 
write, read and cipher; some are' members of the 
ChllTch, and all are peaceable and quiet,-civilization 
has don e thi s much, but it has all been for the ben­
e fit of its own cupidity and protection. As for the 
Indian (!) in the wild woods, unbroken by tht: ax of 
the pioneer; by the shimmerin g stream full of sus­
tenance to him, and whose banks were bordered by 
the unstinted growth of medicinal plants whose vir­
tues were unknown at that tim e, only to his medicine 
man :. the Atropa Belladonna, by which they charmed 
their enemies to death; the Blue, Black and Purple 

Cohosh; the" T araxacum D cns-Leollis," or Dande­

lion, the P odophyllum pel/alum, or Mandrake or 

May Apple; with natme at hi s command: with his 

how and a rrow on his shoulder, or his fishing pole 

or net in his hand , the Indian of primeval ages was 
more on e of God 's noblemen than the nondescript 

produced by the hypocrisy of civilization! 
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HE people of this generation, 
those who are reared in the 
midst of luxury and rockl:d 
in the cradle of amuellce, 
know comparatively nothing 
of the hardships alld pleas­
ures attendant u pan pionee r 
The attractiveness of our 

beautiful farms and pictu res,\ ue 
landscapes, d()tled here and there 
with neat and substa:ntial residen­
ces, present a pleasing pictnre in 
strong contrast with the humble 
log cabi n of [854, w hose walls 
sheltered a few articles of TIlde fur­
niture, and the stumps in the door­
yard were repositories for cruss-cut 
saws, the beetle and the ax. Many 

of the children who were born beneath these humble 
roofs, whose infantile cries were hushed hy a tender 
mother's soft lullaby as she caTl:fully rocked them to 
sleep in a cradle improvised from a basswood sllgar­
tTOugh, are the men who now till ofticial positions, 
and conduct the business affairs of '.his county. 

The log cabin yet remains; silent and unpreten­
tious it stands, remindi ng us of form er days and as­
SOCiatIOns. Who can look at one of these relics of 
pioneer life and not call to mind the toil and priv:l­
tions of early days? She whose willin h hallds and 

warm hl"art helped you light life's hattks, plied the 
busy needle, or prepared the frugal meal around the 
huge fire-place, whose c rumbling remains arc yet vi si­
ble, is perhaps sleeping the sleep of death, while 
another enjoys thl" fruits of hei· toil and care. Si­
lently y"u gazed on t.h e features of that wan little 
one in that old cahill as its spirit winged its night , 
and now the bodies of thelll hath are restin g side I))" 

side in the City of the Dead . Such men!Qries cluster 
ahout the old log cabin that you can hardly lay rude 
hands upon t 11c decayed 111 :1 terial, even to remove it. 
Every log and chink has a history, and, could they 
speak, would relate a story worth listening to. Bill 
these relics must givc place to the 1110rc suhstantial 
and modern improvements, and ere another decade 
has passed scarcely a trace will rcmain of pionee r 
life. 

It is not a long lilli e since the first entry of land 
was made in this county, nor since the dale when the 
first white inhahitant pilched hi'i lent, and hllilt :1 

log cahin to shelter his f:ullily frOin the inclement 
weather. as well as to afford th elll proledion from 
the howling wolves or the crafty Indians . Should a n 
attclllpt he made to !!:o back to the tim e that the first 
white man sct foot upon this territory, Illilch spccllh­
tion would have to he indulged in and no real henefit 
derived hy th e reader. Missionaries, the advance 
and advancers of civilization, :lfC said to have visited 
Detroil as ea rly as the year 1() 20_ This was when it 
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~ fondest hopes and imaginations of man conceived settlement in th~ central portion of the county. 
4 that he in time should be the happy reci pient of this ALout the same time, John Fraser crossed the Titt _ 
i fertile virgin soil, and the favored jJossessor of that bawassee River, and with two or three others cut

a 

highest of civil and political rights, personal and [>0- road along Pine River to ~he Old Indian Mislion~ 
litical freedom, then across to the land which he had entered and 

.~11 thi s wilderness remail;ed under French and subsequently improved. 
British rule until 1787, when it was ceded to the The early settlers upon coming into the newCOun_ 
United States by Virginia, to whom it then belonged, try found th emselves subject to the pressing demands 
and became what was historically known as the of nature. Away from civilization, yet they must 
Northwest Territory. In [805, the Territory of Mich- live. After the first meager supply was exhaUlled 
igan was formed and set off, with the seat of govern. they were oLliged to go out after more, and the near-
ment at Detroit, where it remained until . 847 , when est poillt for trade was Maple Rapids or Fish Creek. 
it was removed to Lansing, The old capitol build- both heing 45 miles distant. Thither they were 
ing at the latter place, a frame structure, was obliged to go, not only for provisions, flour, etc., but 
destroyed by fire in 188 r, and nothing relllains a also to obtain their mail. Necessity is the mother 
memento of its primitive style. Th at magn ificent of invention, and each week's travel over almost im-
building, the new State Capitol, stallds SO to 100 passable roads gave them ample time for reflection, 
rods northwest of the site of the old one. which soon suggested the idea of having milll at 

The territory embraced by Isabella County was set home. and "hand-mills" were introduced. The first 
apart at the organization of the State, and remained one was purchased by Daniel Brickley, John Stewan 

= so until Nov. 28, 1861, when the first tract of land and others, who used it for grinding their own corn, 
~. was entered by Aloney Rust, it bein g the southwest and allowed their neighbors to use it at a rental of 
'i'!)I quarter of section 4, in township 15 north, of range one shilling per bushel. Some of the settlers were 
= = 3 west. A few other tracts were entned hy specula- not willing to pay what they considered an extrava-

tor~ during that and subsequent years . In October, gant toll, and resorted to the more primitive way of 
185 4, Daniel Brickley, John Stewart, Andrew F. grinding in a coffee-mill, or shaving it down with a 
Childs, James Wilsey, Daniel Childs, James Ca mp- jack plane. A few of them used a trough made 
bell, George Reasoner, Charl es F, Young, M. J. H:dl from a Llack ash log, in which the corn was placed 
and P. H. Estee, each en tered a (juarte r-section and Leaten to the requisite degree of finen08s with 
under the" Graduation Act," at 50 tellts per acre, an iron wedge which had been driven into the end of 
and most of them soon settled upon and commenced a hand-spike. Wild 'game was very plentiful, which 
improving their purchase. furnished the hasis of their meat supply, only a few 

The first road was cut from the south line of the being able to purchase Lacon or other salt meats. 
county to Salt River ahout the first of Novt:I1lLer, Their garments were not made by dresslllilkers and 
1!154, which was the first step toward subduing this tailors, nor were they of faultless fit or of the finest 
country, On the seventh J ~ry of November, Joseph material; yet all seemed to be satisfied with their lot 
Roberts, Sen., Patrick Fanning and Thomas Rohert s, in life, and those of the early settlers who are yet . 
with their families, moved into the coullty over the living unanimously declare that the good feeling and 
new thoroughfare, and are entitled to the honor of harmony which prevailed at an early day was infinitely 
heing the first families in the county . greater than it is now, when surrounded by everything 

Nov. 2 r, Daniel Brickley and John Stewart moved which wealth can procnre or mind suggest. Neigh-
their families into the woods on the west side of Cue borhood quarrels and scandals were unknown. 
Township. Settlements were then made rapidly, anti Everybody was interested in the welfare of those 
in DecemLer George Hursh and Lewis Jenn er cut auout him, and all vied with each other in promoting 
a road from Brickley's place to the farm of John M. harmony and happiness in the community. 
Hursh, south of where the village of Mt. Pleasant is In 1855, a treaty was made by the Governm~nt 
now located. with the remnants of several tribes of In!iians which 

On the 25th day of February, 1855, Mr. Hursh remained in Clinton, Saginaw and Gratiot Counties, 
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[SABRLLA COUNTY. 

5.171,~), ':'=') whereby nearly the whole of SIX townships in this 
county were ceded them and their d escendants for 
life. vVhat was known as the" Indian Mills" was ':r soon after built by the Government on the Chippewa, 

T about one mile from Mt. Pleasant; also a counc il-
1J house to be used hy the Indian s. This led to th e 

fonnati r)l1 of a settlement 011 the river knowll as I sa­
hella City, which has never heen of IIllll :h ill'l.ort ­
ali ce, althollgh sOllle shop, and a store or two ("ere 
built. F. C. Babhitt, with his falllily, were allHlllg the 
first to settle in the elllhryonic vill;tg..: . Tht: holel 

.J was huilt hy W. H. Nelson, who ;,Iso located Ihere, . 
and was afterward elected J IIdge of I'rohale. ( 'iIi 1'­
pewa River was the only thorollghfare illto th e cell­
tral part of the cOllnty, except ont: road which cOllld 
scarcely he traveled, and all the s upplies were 
hrought hilher in a canoe. 

l'rivatio lls of every sort were expcril:nced, IlIlt th e 

pioneers never fla.\~ged. They had lIlade a stalld, 
and nothin g could cause them to falt er. They had 
the soil and tht: will, and their laho rs have at last 
been crown ed with success. The g reat forests ha I'e 
mostly been removed, and the soil gives forlh ahund­

ant harvests. No greater monuments to th eir indu s­
try can be erected than can he seen everywh e re ill 
substantial improvemen ts, and the rapid inc rease ill 
the value of real estate is unprecedented hy any sec­
tion in the State. The past should I.e to liS all a 
valuable lesson (as history is hilt all experiellCl! of 
the past), frolll which we learn that hy pCfseverance in 
our own honest efforts, working at all tillles hy the 
standard of honesty and IIl0ral integrity, we canllol 
experience defeat; hilt, like the pioneers who have 
spent the hest years of their lives in dearing all(J 
otherwise improving the cO llntry, we shall not only 
slIcct:ed, hut like thclII shall also d ese rve th e admira­
tion and hlessin g of flltllre ge ne rations. They were 

heroes of a true type, and too IIllich pra ise call not he 
awarded them. 

Isabella County was orgal1i7.ed in IS59, and was 
composed of three townships, Coe, C hippewa a nd 
Isabella. The first mentioned was named after 
Lient. Gov. Albert G. Coe. Originally il cOlllprised 

townships I3 and r 4 north, of 3 west, and the re­
mainde r of the connty comprised the townships of 
Chippewa and Isabella. 

The first mteting of the Board of Su pcrvisors was 
held at the honse of John Hursh, May I), IX)7, a t 
which meeting 1'. 1-1. E stce, of Cot! Towllshil;, was 

ChairJlI:lIl. NOllllall C. l'aYlle, of Chippcwa, and A. '" 
G. Ferris, of Isahella, with I. K i\mold as Clerk, 
constitllted the Board. The ir first officia l ;Icl was to 
approve the hond of .Ri chard Hoy as COllnty Treas-
urer; the next, to isslle $ 1,500 in hOllds to relieve the 
destitllte of the cOllnty, a petition asking for aid hav-
ing hee ll presentctl. William R. Rohl.ins was ap­
poillted to lI egot i:L1e I he," e hOllds . hilt was allthorized 
to lak e nu less Ih a n 7S ('en ts Oil th e dollar fi.Jr the 
sallie, tl.e IIilllley to I.e IIsed in pllrchasing provisions, 
et c., which we re to he sold 011 credit to those wishin g 
Ihe gOllds, Oil two yea rs ' tlnle, he taking their 1I 0 le s 
with rea l eslate fi..r secllrity . ~everal 1IIIIIdred dol­
lars of th ese lH .nds were thlls disposed of, and those 
Illost in lI eed were s llhstan ti a lly reli eved flJr the tilil e. 

These we re the d ays which t ried IIl e n 's souls, as 
the ellti re crop fur I \Yo yea rs was allilUst a COlli piCk 
fail lire, tlll;re I.e in g hilt little illlj.ro vu l land in the 
COllllty, while their faillilies were ll)cated ill a wilder­
ness, and ill III:ln y c;lses without fuod o r the llI eans 
to purch:lse ally. ()nly l.y the IIl t's t ri gid self-dellial, 

alld ill sume t:ase'j real sufferillg, did those IHave pio­
lI ee rs mailltaill their gro llnd alld support their fami­
li es. :\ glance ove r th ese hroad acres alld th e well 
filled granaries presen t no traces of the destitutio ll 
which then prevailed , not only ill Isabella, !Jut also 
in other portions uf Northerii i\,1 ic hi gan, duri ng th e 
eventful years of I S5 i (). 

The (;overlllll e, ll lands were take ll uut ,.1' lIIarket 

ill IS55 , alld 1I0il e we re sold fo r eight yea rs. Those 
who had previousl y purc hased ullder the" (;racl ua­
tion Ad" were in good spirits, hy reaso ll o f ha ving 
had c hoice of th e nlagllificent trads of tillll.c r, whic h 

we re cOII'l.osed of th e fille st spe"ililens (If pille. Illaple, 
as h alld l:llll . The withdrawal of the lands from sale 
ret ard ed Ih e scltlelllellt of this ('Ollllty ve ry great ly, 
bill thi s lIIay ha ve heell or hellcfit Il eve rt hcless, as 
thos t: wllo lhe ll .- ;\.l ll e we r,~ \IIostly IIlell of nl ea ll S, 
whi ch res llited ill a rapid developlll e llL of th e co unty . 

The first cO llnty order was issucd to i\J. D. Davis, 
for se rvices in drawill g a jury. It was writte n on 
foolscap paper, and read as follows: 

:!!i(lO.7; •. 
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The lirst wolf certificates were isslied il' favor of 
Isaiah Ah-pwa-C[ua-hua, John Peuool1l and Abraham 
Ah-ne-mah-gue-hong. Wolves were quite plentiful 
and the early settlers tell many stories of their un­
earthly howling at night while camped in the forest 
during the erection of their cabins. They were never 
known to attack m<l.n in this region, al though they 
would follow him at a safe distance for hours. 
Game of every kind was very plentiful, the fur-bear­
ing animals especially being numerous. Messrs. 
William Miles and John Landon, both well known 
men residing in Chippewa Township, have killed 
more game perhaps than ;)ny two men in the county, 
and hunted there only at intervals during the hunting 
season, both being farmers and having their lands, 
stock, etc., to care for. Keeping largely within 
bounds, they estimate that during the past 18 years 
they have killed over 300 deer, 17 wolves, 30 bears, 
and hundreds of smaller fu r-bearing animals. 

The first Fourth-of-Julycelebration was held at the 
house of Henry Sherman, in r854. Although there 
were only two families living in the county at that 
time, yet they were imbued with as much patriotism 
as are the people of to-day. Mrs. John M. Hursh is 
authority for the statement that on July 4 of that 
year their family went to the cabin of Henry Sher­
man, their nearest and only neighbor, to celebrate our 
natal day. A grand dinner was served of roast pork 
and sturgeon. Mr. Sherman Illade a speech, and 
they sang the" Star-Spangled Banner," fired off their 
guns and lIlade as grand a demonstration as possible 
under the circumstances. 

The ·first Fourth-of-July celebration that was puu­
liclyobserved was in 186r,at the hou;;e of James 
Campbell, at Salt River. Norman C. Payne was 
President of the Day, Hon . P. H. Estee read the 
Declaration of Independence, and Hon. Nelson 
Mosher delivered an address. A pole was raised 
which was 120 feet in height, from whose tip floated 
a beautiful flag made by Mesdames James Campbell, 
n. D. Burham, H. O. Bigelow, James Wilsey, Wil­
liam R. Robbins and P. H. Estee. The ladies 
hoisted the flag with their own hands, and prepared 
a bountiful dinner, which was spread in the woods, 
and to which the entire assemblage were invited. 
Fully 1,000 persons were entertained at this banquet. 

The pole stood a memento of that festive occasion 

until the night of the assassination 

g'~A~~~ _~ 
~~~- ~~~----«",<r--

of President 

AI,rahall1 Lincoln, when it was blown dowll 
storm. 

Miss ~:arrie Kilbourn taught the first school in this 
county, 111 a log school-house nt>ar Salt River. 

The first couple married in the county was Dani I . e 
Robll1son and Jane Foutch. W. H. Stewart a Jt , IS-
tice of the Peace, performed the ceremony and reo 
ceived his pay in "coon-skins," which at that time 
were practically" legal tender" for everything except 
taxes. 

There are several claimants for the honor of being 
the first female child born in the county. Mrs. John 
M. Hursh says that she and her husband came to 
the county in February, [854, and her daughter Isa­
bella was born in June following. It is also stated 
that Mary A. Fanning was born May 5, rR55, and 
Isabella Campbell also in the summer of that year. 
If Mrs. Hursh's story is correct, her daughter is un. 
doubtedly the first. We leave this matter to be set­
tled by our readers, but one of the three is certainly 
the first, and all of thelll the first girls born in ba­
bella, which entitles each to a place ill the history of 
their native county. 

Adelbert Reynolds was the first male child born in 
the county, without doubt. 

It would be wrong for us to leave it for open con­
jecture as to whether the early settlers brought with 
them all of the desires and requisites of a high civili­
zation: the moment we begin to inquire, we find that 
they did. On the 25th of March, 1855, at the house 
of Eber Hamilton, religious services were held, Rev. 
Charles Taylor preaching the first sermon ever de­
livered in the county. Services were held by appoint­
ment at different houses in the neighborhood for some 
time. After school-houses were erected in different 
localities, it was more convenient for the people to 
attend worship, and nearly everybody attended divine 
services. The pioneers were mostly of the better 
class, morally speaking, and very few disagreements 
among neighbors arose. 

The first brick house erected in the county was the 
handsome residence of Mr. John Landon, in Chip­
tlewa Township. This is a credit to the enterprising 
spirit of Mr. Landon, whose fine farm ranks among 
the first in the county in excellence and character of 
improvements. 

The first corner's inquest was held on the body of 
James Robinson, who was drowned at Isabella Dam 
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22d of April, r8sC). Thomas Chatfield, an 
Indian, was the Coroner. The jury was composed 
of three white men and three Indians. 

The first piano brought into this county was a 
present from Mr. F. C. Babbitt to his daughter Nellie. 
This piano was brought up the Chippewa on an In­

dian Ganoe. 
The first iawsuit in the county was held in the 

towllship of Coe, in 1856, before J. Q. A. Johnsflll, 
J. P., in a case wherein two neighuors, Daniel Brickley 
and D. Childs, had disagreed about some sap troughs. 
The difference was only $4, and to save expense each 
pleaded his own case. 

The first postmaster appointed in the county was 
William R. Robbins, who received his commission 
Aug. 8, 1857. This office was located at SaIt River. 
The first mail was carried on foot, and the route lay 
between Maple Rapids and Salt River, passing 
through Gratiot County. The first flouring mill was 
built by John Reynolds on Salt River. This was 
the first frame ;;tructure erected in the county, aud 
was built in 1856. The next year the Indian mills 
were built at Isabella City, but were not accepted uy 
the Indian Agent, Rev. A. M. Fitch, until the follow­
ing year. This mill was built by Mr. Penmont, who 
had to transport all the machinery up the Chippewa 
from Saginaw, upon two IRdiall canoes lashed to­
gether, upon which a sort of deck was buill. 

Those who travel over the nicely graded ro;tds of 
the county to-day, cannot realize how utterly iIllIXJS­
sible it was for teams to draw a wagoll at an early 
day along the narrow p ... ths cut throu gh the woods, 
which in many instances led across swalllps all1lost 
impassaLle for man, not speaking of the greater diffi­
culty experienced by animals. In reviewing the 
situation, the old pioneer invariauly remarks, "r 
don 't see how we ever did it." Even yet, "corduroy" 
roads are frequently found across sOllie of the hogs; 
and without this method of filling in, it would have 
been impossilJle to cross the swamps, which in llIany 
places abounded in quick-sand. 

The first schools in the COUllty, although held in 
log houses, were presided over by skilled teachers, 
and students receive::l the benefits of a thorough dis­
cipline in educational matters from the heginning. 
At this day it seems crude and U1H:olllfortal,1e to see 
a log school-house, with long pine slabs for seats, 
Upon which are perched from TO to IS pupils who, 

without desk or IJlackboard, are Lusily engaged in 
ohtaining an elel1lentai·y education; yet there are a 
few still in the county uuilt of logs; but all are 
equipped with fair school furniture. Although de­
prived of many advantages now possessed uy chil­
oren atll.!nding Ollr public schools, there were lIlany 
of the youth of both sexes attending school in those 
early days who are now ranked among the 1I10st 
talented husiness lI1en and accom plished ladies of 
the country. Their education, although not a com­
pound of Greek, J ,atin auu French, has Lel.!n of that 
practical kind which taught them how many pounds 
a hushel of corn, wheat or oats weighed, and how to 
cOlnlHlte interest at any given rate per cent. Such 
an euucation was worth infinitely more than one of 
thl.! fashionahle educations received to-day. 

The first flowers cultivated in Isauella County 
were brought here by Mrs. A. 13abuitt, who livt>d at 
an early day in Isabella City. They were sent from 
Cleveland, her fOrlner home, anu were guarded with 
jealous care. Mrs. Baul)itt was a great favorite with 
the Indians. and her title of Wa-sash-COIll-1110-qua 
(the woman who brings light) was conferred upon her 
hy the renowned chieftain, Sa-shaw-na-bees, who 
uftl.!n came t.o her house for his dinner. He was one 
of the best Indians that eVl.!r inhabited this region, 
and eVl.!ry confiuence was reposed in him uy white 
n\('n. 

The house huilt hy Mr. Babbitt at IsalJella City 
was sillall, having (Jilly aile roonl, in which were two 
willdows aud one dool'. 'rhe I ndians would fre1luentl y 
slip in unobserved, hut never appropriated anything 

. helonging therein. Mrs . .Ilabbitt says: "[t was no 
unusual thing for Ille to return hOllle and find a half 
lIm.en Indians s(luatted on the floor of my caLin; 
anu they often came to the windows, where, with 
eyes shaded, they peered inside, seemingly surprised 
to note the manner in which my household affairs 
were conducted." To this Jay the Indians love her 
with the same fondness displayed .30 years ago, and 
all of them know her name. 

] udge Wilbur F. Woodworth held the first Circuit 
Comt in 1858, at Isabella Center, Dr. Jeffries had 
built a log court-house, but all his schemes failed to 
hold the co unty seat. 

There might have heen previous law cases, but the 
first one appearing on the Circuit Court Journal is 

from the tOlVll shi Jl of Isahella, wherein Charles B. 
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YOllng ohtained a j\ldgmcnt for $IOU.XO. This was 
the only law case tried at thc Janu ary tenn of 1 H(i(i. 

The first petit jury was summoned by Charles 
Rodd, the first Sheriff, July If, 1859. 

L. C. Bright was the first man fined for assault and 
battery in the county, but the penalty was tl1e ,nomi­
nal sum of one dollar; nevertheless, it becomes 
historic, bein g the first dollar l)aid into the county 
treasury. Only the first things arc of the greatest 
importance in making historicallllcntion of thi s cha r­
acter. 

In this connection the mention of the first church 
building is made, which was built on the soulhwest 
quarter of section 4, 14 north and 4 west, near the 
Mission School-hollse. It was dedicated in February, 
1861, and was destroyed by fire in JUlie of that year. 
Another church was then built on the Indian reser­
vation, at "Ne-bee-sing." Both these houses were 
built for the benefit of the Indians. 

The first official census of Isabella COllnty was 
taken in 1860, at which time there were 67 falllllies 
in Coe, and every family with a male head. In Chip­
pewa, at the same time, there were 24 families, in­
cluding 167 persons. Union and I sahelJa had 28 
families, which at that time included Clare county in 
its territory. At that date, 1860, there were but 577 
whites, and 856 Indians, making the total population 

1,433· 
The county has rapidly developed in the last 12 or 

14 years, and is possessed of good soil and timber in 
plenty. 'Tis true that pioneer life has had ils ha rd­
ships; but it also had its pleasures, and their high 
hoVes have been fully realized in the beautiful homes, 
the prosperity of the county and, best of all blessings, 
excellent health, a boon which it seems was vouch­
safed to all the early settlers. 

The early days in the history of Isabella are ones 
long to he remembered. Mrs. Ellen Woodworth 
gave some graphic descriptions of the way ladies 
used to dress. :\1any of thelll went barefoot, and 
some of the wealthiest ladies of this county to-cl ay 
used to braid their own straw hats. One of the ladies, 

whose name has been forgotten, callie to visit her one 

dd':galiol1 of ladies who made and hoisted the fla 
at the Fuurth.o r-July celcbration in 1861, related g 

... on 
a preccQln g page, consIsted of white cotton skirt 
with a short calico blouse. This, in that early d s 
constituted a" full-dress " costume. ay, 

The people in those days thought nothing of walk. 
il~ g. ~ve or ten miles to church, or to spend the day ill 
VISltl11g a newcomer. Everyone was anxious for th . . e 
welfare of Ins neIghbors; and when one of them was 
ready to mise a log cabin, all the settlers for miles 
aroll nd was ready to lend a helping hand. 

One thousand and five hundred dol1ars was voted 
by the Board of Su pervisors in 1860 to defray the 
expenses of the county. This was certainly a modest 
amount to begi n with, considering there were several 
salaried officers to be paid. 

The Gratiot N ews, of £thaca, Gratiot County, 
published the first report of the Board of Supervi 
sors of this county, in 1861. 

The total amount of State and county tax for that 
ycarwas $ 1,035.07, of which $160.71 was personal 
lax, dividcd among the several townships as follows: 
Isahell a, $79.84; Coe, $40.°7; Union, $86.12; Chip. 
pewa, $5 -4 2 . 

The people of this county had a serious time in 
appropriating money to build the present court-house, 
efforts having been made by the Supervisors for sev­
eral yea rs in that direction, but at the polls their 
schemes met with an invariable defeat. Through the 
man agement of 1. A. F ancher, then the Senator of 
thi s di st rict in the State Legislature, in 1876, the sum 
of $10,486.76, due this county from some erroron the 
part of th e State Auditor on the detaching of Clare 
County, was recovered by special act. This fund 
heing thus secured, the Supervisors appropriated 
$10,000 of the amount for the purpose of building a 
court-house; $2,000 more was added by the citizens, 
and $1,000 raised by taxation . The contract was let 
to lIellllllcter & Kaiser, in May, 1876 .• The corner­
stone was laid hy the Masonic fraternity, assisted by 
other secret organizations, July 28, of that year. 
Th c huilcling committee was J. E. Arnold, Wm. R. 

Crowl ey, ""m. M. Peterson, Samuel Kennedy and H. 

H. Graves. The building was completed Oct. 26; 

r 877, which with the furniture cost the county $16,-
1 90-49,- every dollar of which was paid the day it ~

- day, the visit being principally to show a new delaine 

dress recently purchased. She was not the possessor 
, of a pair of shoes, but the new dress compensated 

for lack of foot gear. The costu me worn I;y the W:IS i·eady for occupancy . 
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Isabella has 

been strictly Re[.lublican frolll 
the date of its or!:\anization 
until the [.last four years . 
The Independent, or "Green­
back," clement, is, howcver, 
growing stronger day hy day, 

and it is confidently expected that 
the next election will bring abont a 
marked change in the political field. 
Be that as it may, Isabella County 
has been well governed during all 
these years, and is now out of debt, 
with a nice balance in her treasnry. 

Her people are enterprising, honcst 

and industrious, and let come what 

will in the political fight, there is no 

doubt of the ability of her officials to manage prop­
erly the affairs of the county and subserve her inter­
ests in every way. 

The following is a list of all the county officials 
elected since its organization, with the date when 
each was elected. Where more than one year is in­
dicated, the party was elected for more than one 
term, and for the year given: 

County Officers. 

SHERIFl<·S. 

Charles H. Rodd (I ndian) . . . ISS 9 
John Meisler ...... . ..... . .. 1860 
Henry Dunton ...... . ....... 1862 
John Q. A. Johnson ......... I X(i4 
Ransom Kyes .............. 186G 
Tunis W. Swart ...... .... . . 1868 

John Maxwell. ........... .. 1870 
Thomas J. Fordyce . . ........ 1872-4 
Tunis W. Swart. .......... . 1876 
Charles M. Brooks .......•.. 187 8-80 
Thomas Pickard . ... . ... . ... T 882 

COUNTY CLERKS. 

1. E. Arnold ..... . ....... . . . 1859 
Will. H. Nelson . . .. . ....... J 860 
Norman C. Payne ........ .. 1862 
Milton Bradley ............. 1864 
C. C. Foutch ...... .. .... . .. 1866 
James T. Wei per. ........... 1868 
Cornelius Bennett. .. .... . ... 1870 
Daniel E. Lyon . ....... .... 1872 

Joel C. Graves ........... . . 1874 
John W. Hance .... . ........ 1876-8 
Lewis C. Griffith ............ J 880-2 

COUNTY TRKASURER~ 

Richard Hoy ............... 1859 
Nelson Mosher. ... . ....... . 1860-2 
Langdon Bently .... .. ...... 18G4-6 
Nelson Mosher . ............ 1868- 70 
John Maxwell. ............ . 1872- 76 
Alexander Brodie ........... 1878-80 
Wallace W. Preston . . . .... .. I 882 

REGISTER OF DEEDS. 

Milton Bradley .•••......... 1859 
Norman C. Payne . .... . ..... T 860-2 
W. W. Preston ............. 1864 
C. C. Foutch ............... 186G 
James T. W c1 per .......... .. 1868 
Cornelius Bennett .... .. .... . IX70- 2 
Joel C. Graves .... . ........ 1874 
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John W. H ance ... , . . . . . .. . . 1 R7 6- 8 
C harles O. Cnrtis . .. .. . ..... 1 XRo 
Michael Murtha .. ........ . . IR82 

J UDG ES OF PROIl ATE. 

J ames Wilsey .... . .. ... .... 185 I) 
Perry H . Estee . .. ....... ... 1860 
Wm. H. Nelson .. . . . .. .. .. . , 1:'>64 
Richard Hoy .. .. . .. .... ... 1868 
Willi am W. Struble . .. ....... 1872 

John Q. A. Johnson ... . . .... 187 6 

Cornelius Ben nett. ... .. . .... . 1880 

PROSECUTING ATTORN EYS. 

Nelson Mosher. ... . .. . . ... 1859 
James P . Mosher . . ... ... ... I R60 
Moses Tompkins . . . . . . . . . . I X62 
.I saac A. Fancher ... . . . . . . , J S64 
A I bert Fox ..... . . ... . . . . . , I ~\(i()-X 

Isaac A. Fancher ........ . , 1870 

AlIlert Fox .. . , . ... , . . . , . . . I X7 2 

Samuel W. Hopkins ...... . ' 1R74 
Asa M . Tinker ... . ......... 1R7(j 

Michael Deve reaux .. . .... , I R7X 
Peter F. Dodds. . . . . . . . . ... 1880 
Charles T. ,Russell . .... . . " I RX2 

C IRC UIT COU RT COMM ISS I{)NEI{S. 

Nelson Mosher. . ~ . ........ 1859 
J ames P. Mosher.. . . . . . . .. I X60 
Moses Tompkins . . . . . . . . . . 1862 

Isaac A. Fancher , . . . . . . . . . 1804 
Cornelius Bennett., . . , , ... . 1860 
Myron McLarren . . . . . . , . . . I S6R 
I saac A. Fancher. ... . ... , . 1870 
Albert Fox . ........ . . ' ... . 1X72 
Asa M . Tinker . . . .. .... . .. IR74 
Simeon C. Bro wn . . . . . . . . .. ,1876 
Asa M. Ti n ker. . . . . . . . . . . . I :'>7 8-·Ro 
Simeon C. Brown . .. ..... , . I RR2 

William M. Davis .. ... , , , . . I S,S() 

William H . Nelson. ,.. . . . .. 1860 

Malcomb n. Davis . .. .. . ... 1862 

Isaac A. Fancher . . ... ... . . 1864 

Emory H . Bradley . . . .. . ... 1866 

Myron McLarren .. .. ...... 1868 

Irving E. Arnold .. . ....... . 1870 

Anson R. Arnold ..... . . . . . 1872,6 
Almond K. Herrington ... . . 1878 
Joseph A. Graham ... .... " 1880-2 

CORO NERS. 

1859. 

Thomas C. Chatfield 
H,. Bi gelow 
W. H. Sto ut 

I R6o. 
J. (). A. Johnson 
John Collins 
1 )ani el Brickley 

I X02. 
Andre w J. Coodsell 
j,' rall< :is T . l 'ushway 
John Meiser 

1864. 
Albert L. C hatfi eld 
M ilton Bradley 
Lym an Be nnett 

1800, 

James C. Caldwell 
Oliver P. Comers 

1868. 
Jesse J. Struble 
Willi am J . Pra tt 

1870 . 

Delos Bromm 
Simeol) C. Brown 

1872. 
Gideon S. Case 
Joshua Miller 

1874. 
Levi A. Crane 

John Q. A. Johnson 
1876. 

Allen J . Struble 
Solon D. Coon 

1878• 
Jesse J . Struble 
James H. Seely 

1880. 

Henry A. Dunton 
Jason A. Hunt 

1882. 

Henry Burr 
J esse H. Jordon. 

SO PERI NTEN DENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

John B. young ... . .. . ..... 1869 
( :harh:s n. C lITti s. . . . . . . . . . 1871-3 

(The ('ou nt y superint ende ncy system was abolished 

ill 1 X7.'i ' ) 
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TO~1\IS_:lPSe 

OWN SHIP history is an es­
sential and promi nent part 
of county history. The vari­
ous parts of lsabellaCounty 
were settled by men most of 
whom have representatives 
now living in the cOllnty, 

and some of them yet reside in the 
towl)ships in wHich they were born. 
The southern tier of townships was 
first settled, ueing nearest to and 
adjoining Gratiot COUllty, which 
was settled somewhat he fore ils or­
gani7.atioll in 1855. Previolls to its, 
organi7.ation, which was in the year 
1859, it was attached to Midland 
County for judicial and munici­
pal purposes. 

A careful perusal of the incide!1ts relati ng to the 
early settlement of the several townships will repay 
the reader, as each one contains the names of the 
first settlers, and many other items which are reCJ.uired 
to make the history complete. Almost every town­
ship claims the honor of having the first settler in 
the county located in her borderg; but with the 
most careful reference to dates, Coe is awarded the 
palm. Be that as jt may, each has furnished many 

men who for integrity and worth cannot be excelled 

in any country, and they reflect great" credit upon the 
county they represent, politically or socially. 

Coe Township. 
-5-;:"'-,·-~ 

. [~OE Township was organized in 1855, and 
~ ~.r''''~ has fluite an important history, being the 
• ~ first tcwnship organi7.ed in Isabella County, 
~~ and having the first entry of land made in it, 
. \ in October, 1854, by Judge P. H. Estee, who 

located the northwest quarter of section [8, 
in [3 north and 3 west. At that time. there was 
neither white man nor II1dian in the county. There 
were only two houses in St. Louis, two in Alma, 
and but one or two diminutive cabins north of 
Pine River. Oct. 10, 1854, Daniel Brickley, William 
B. Bowen, Daniel Childs, Eben Willard, John Stew­
art and James Woolsey, came with the intention of 
making Isabella their home, Messrs. Woolsey, Brick­
ley and Stewart being the first men to bring their 
families into the county. . 

Coe is uounded on the north by Chippewa Town­
ship, on the cast uy Midland County, the south uy 
Gratiot County, and the west by Lincoln Township. 
Tt is numbered 13 north and 3 west. 

The first road cut through the forest of Isabella 
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~ County was commenced Nov. J, of that year. It Among the names of the Supervisors of Cae ~-= 
~ commenced at the sOllth line of the county near John ship will ue recognized the names of SO OWn. 
,;-~ Thomas's and extended to Salt River. The men foremost uusiness men and aule financiers :reI of the 
i who were engaged in this, really the most important County. Their names are appended tog th sabe~la 

work in the development of a new country, were the years served in an official capacit;. e er WIth 
Messrs. William B. Bowen, William Adams, James 
Shepherd,]. B. Walton, George and Dow Greenfield. 

On the evening the road was opened. John Stewarl 
and Daniel Brickley came with their families. The 
next day Jacob Middaugh, W. Middaugh and John 
Hendershot came over the road with an ox team. 
On the 7th day of November, Jos. Roberts, Sr., 
Patrick Fanning and Thomas Roberts, with their 
families, moved upon section 10, 13 north and 3 
west. They were the first families coming into the 
~ounty, and to them is due the honor of ureaking 
ll1to the wilderness and planting the seeds of civili­
zation. 

William B. Bowen was the first Supervisor of Coe, 
and the first township meeting was helJ in April, 
1856, at the house of James Campbell. 

= The first general election held in the county was 
~.' at William Campbell's house, in Nov~muer, 1856 
~ when 66 votes were polled; there being no printin~ 

press in the county, the tickets were written with pen 
and ink. 

Coe Township is one of the best in the county for 
agriculture, being well watered and nicely drained 
by Salt River and its tributaries. Coe was originally 
well timbered, but now it is the most highly improved 
and thickly settled township in the cOllnty. 

Salt River, a sniall village of less than 300 in-
habitants, is located on the southwest quarter of sec­
tion 9. There are a post-office, hotd, ulacksmith 
and wagon shop. stores, etc., all of which do q \lite a 
nice business, the village being half way between Mt. 
Pleasant and St. Louis. Salt River was platted by 
E.Moore, and afterward G. W. Miller platted 
"Miller's Additiun." It is a fine place, in an ex­
cellent farming country, with a limited water power. 
A saw-mill and planer, one mile below the village, 
has been sustained for a number of years. The first 
lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the county 
was organi.zed at this place, in 187 I, and has a large 
membership. In [874, the I. O. O. F . was estab­
lished here and has a large number of members. 

In this township are numerous school-houses and 
churches, and the youth of this community are 
rapidly advancing in the arts and sciences. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Perry H. Estee 
William R. Rohbins 
Horace O. Bigelow 
William R. Robbins 
James Wilsey 
Perry H. Estee 
Samuel Kennedy 
Perry H . Estee 
Jacob L. Fordyce 
S. C. Brown 
Perry H. Estee 
Richard Hoy 
Perry H . Estee 
Richard Hoy 
Thomas Hannett 

1861 
1862-3 
[864 
1866 
1867 
1868-70 
1871-7 2 

1873 
1874 
1875 
1876-78 
1879 
1880-84. 

Chippewa Township. · .. ·1 . 'HIPPEW A was one of the firs..t townships 
~ r~"" organized in the county. It was also one 
~. of the first townships settled by the whites. 
~ As early as 1850-1, there were several families 

residing inside her boundaries, among whom 
might be mentioned Norman and William 

Payne, William Foutch, Geo. W. Howorth and Rev. 
Charles Taylor. Mr. Taylor was the first minister 
in the county of the Methodist faith, and has been 
for many years, and is still, doing a large amount of 
good by inculcating the doctrines of that denomi­
nation among the people in his neighborhood. The 
men above mentioned cut their way from Alma to 
Salt River, and thence on to the lands they had se­
lected in Chippewa Township. William Payne's 
daughter Ida was the first child born in this township, 
if not in the county. John Landon is another one 
of the prominent settlers, although coming at a much 
later date. He was a penniless boy, but indomitable 
energy has in his case been rewarded, he being noW 
one of the wealthiest farmers on Chippewa Town­
ship. His present residence was the first brick house 
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built in the county, and his outbuildings rank among 
the finest in the State. 

Mr. Landon and Wm. Miles have been inseparable 
companions for a number of years; and, li\'ing within 
a convenient distance of each other, have indulged 
their liking for field sports to its fullest extent. Their 
hunting record is given elsewhere, but an anecdote 
or two are here related of their hunting exploits. ' In 
the spring of 1883, they were out hunting, and night 
came on. The distance was fully three miles be­
tween them, and the woods were very dense, and a 
favorite rendezvous for bears. Miles lay down on a 
bed of pine boughs, and . covered himself and his 
dog with a blanket in order to keep the animal from 
running after any game which might be prowling 
about. About midnight a bear came sniffing around, 
having discovered our friend so leisurely taking a nap. 
The breaking of the dry brush as the bear marched 
about awakened Mr. Miles, who, upon raising one 
edge of the blanket and discovering his bearship, 
took as good aim as possible in the darkness and 
fired. He missed the bear, but the moment the re­
port of the gun was heard, the dog bounded after 
bfllin and soon brought him to bay. This dog was 
one of the finest animals for bear-hunting ever 
owned by Mr. Miles, and had been trained for sev­
eral years in all the mysteries of the chase; yet he 
was unwary enough to get within reach of the hear's 
paws and was hugged by bruin until several of his 
ribs were crushed, and the hide nearly torn frullI his 
body, by that beast's murderous claws! Notwith­
standing the darkness, Miles knew his pet was get­
ting worsted, and, running up to the scene of conflict, 
placed his gun within a foot of the bear's head and 
sent a bullet crashing through his brain. 

After caring for the wounded dog as well as he 
was able, Miles started out to find Mr. Landon, 
knowing very nearly the place where he would Liv­
ouac. As daylight appeared, he saw Mr. Landon 
lying under a tree wrapped in his blanket, while all 
around him were plainly visible the footprints of an 
enormous bear, which had inspected the sleeping 
man from every point of the compass but feared to 
attack him. 

These two gentlemen killed a large · deer in this 
county whose horns weighed 40 pounds, and upon 
which were 35 enormous prongs! This specimen IS 

now in the museUlll at New York, the proprietor 
ha~ing Leen offered $1,000 for it. Allowing one 
prong for each year, the animal was, when killed, 35 
years old. 

Wm. Miles, and his son Charles, only 15 years of 
age, killed 29 deer last autumn. Charles bagged six 
of them alone. Florence, the eldest daughter, is one 
of the finest target shooters in the county, and han­
dles a revol ver wi th as much precision as she does her 
rifle. Without lowering her arm, she can send six 
halls inside a two-inch circle at 20 paces. Neither 
are these the least of her accomplishments. Aside 
from attending to the household duties, which de­
volve entirely upon herself, she has acquired an ex­
cellent education and knowledge of music. 

Only the west half of Chippewa Township is very 
well improved, a large portion of the lands in the 
eastern part heing covered with heavy timber. Onion 
and Potter Creeks flow through the southern and 
eastern sections, Chippewa River also passing through 
the northern part of the township from west to east. 
Millions of feet of excellent lumber .are awaiting the 
coming of the lumberman with his ax, and that de­
'partment of business will take precedence of agricul­
ture for several years. 

Chippewa is bounded on the north by Denver 
Township, on the east by Midland County, on the 
south by Coe, and the west by Union Townships. 
rt is numbered 14 north and 3 west. One postoffice, 
several school-houses, but no villages or railroads, 
can be mentioned in Chippewa. This township has 
been served by the following 

"SUPERVISORS: 

Norman C. Payne 
Marcus Grenell 
Ryland J. Hill 
Stephen Humphrey 
O. P . Converse 
William W. Struble 
Marcus Grenell 
Ephraim Salisbury 
Enoch Robbins 
Benjamin Wing 
JacoL StruLle 

1859-61 
1862 

1863 
1864 
[865-9 
1870 - 3 
1874 
1875-7 
1878-9 
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Isabell~ Township. 

SABELLA was organized in 1857, two years 
before the organization of the county. It 
originally embraced all the territory boulllkd 

by the county line, together with a part of Clare 
County, except townships 13 and 14 north, o f 
range 3 west. Cha;,. A. J effrie s was Supe rvi­

sor, and the business affairs were conducted at Mid­
land, to which county Isabella was attached for ju­
dicial and Illunicipal purposes. I\s the year,; rolkJ 
by, the different towns were organized, leaving Isa­
bella the same nnmber of sections of which the 
others are com posed. 

The boundaries of this township are as follows : 
On the north by Vernon, the east by Denver, the 
south by Union, and the west by Nottawa Township. 
It is numbered 15 north , and 4 west. The lands are 
well adapted to ;lgricultural purposes, being well 
watered and yet undubting enough to drain the en­
tire township. 

The Saginaw & Mt. Pleasant Railroad divides sec­
tion 36 from northeast to southwest . There are 
several nice streallls traversing this township,-all ' 
branches of the Tittauawassee; ami the tilllber was 
formerly very fine, but most of this has been removed. 
There arc a l1ulllberof Indians yet living in Isauella, 
and much of their l;.lI~ds are yet unimproved. Most 
of these lands will pass into the hands of the whites 
during the next five years, and the develoJllllent of 
Isabella will rapidly ensue. 

Calkinsville, a slllall hamlet, is situated at the 
crossing of the roads uetween sections 10, I r, 14 and 
IS. It has a store, hotel, blacksmith shop and 
school-house', Ilcsides several dwelling-houses, Iliit 
has no commercial illlportancc. 

lsabella was the home of Andrew J. Caillpau, one 
of the best known Indians of his day. He was 
really only a half-breed, being the son of a French­
man, who now resides in Saginaw. Caillpau was 
naturally shrewd, and was born to command. He 
had quite a good education , and used to sway the 
India~l element just as he desired. His talent for 
money-getting was unequaled, hut his extravagant 
habits proved his ruin financially, sociall y and morally. 

whom ht: was in company, for he was reckl 
d

. . . . ess When 
- rlllklll g, and thIS recreation consumed III t f . . " os 0 hIS 
tltlle. He had a beauttful Wife of whom 11 •. ' . ,e uecame 
lI1sanely Jealous, so far as to endeavor to sh t Ph' 
G I k · I' 00 II 

ru ett, a c er - 111 liS store at Isabella City h h . ' , w Om e 
suspected of Interference in his domestic affairs. 

Campau was verv proud of his personal . . appear_ 
ance, and thought nothll1g of paying $150 for a suit 
of clothes . HIS horses wae of the fleetest and Ii . h~ 
which money would procure. It is related that h 

I . . e, 
w len In h~s ClipS, would harness a thoroughbred 
horse to a nIce buggy, turn him loose and give h' . " 1m a 
Cllt wl.th a whip Jl~st to see the buggy demolished as 
the fnghtened at11mal dashed frantit:ally along the 
Stlllllpy road! 

At one of tht: In?ian c:ullp-meetings, Campau 
created 'Illite an eXCItement, which came near re­
s ll~tin g disastrously for him. He Jlurchased a fine 
SU It of clothes, and ornamented them with a hand­
SOlIlt: pair of silver epaulettes and a ma.;sive star. 
and, bringing with him several kegs of whisky: 

· op"o! ll ed out a refreshment stand, and soon the In-
· di;..ns were becoming quite hilarious. He declared 
~ that he had been appointed United States Marshal 
I ." ' ! anu was authonzed to arrest anyone whom he chose. 
: The Indian Agent, Richard M. Smith, was on the 
: ground, but feared to s;.ty anything, knowing the 
: qu~rrelsollle character of Campau when drinking. 
I Smith went to Judge Bennett and asked him to use 
, his inflilellce in getting Campau off the ground, as 

there was SUH~ to be trouble. The Judge spoke to 
Callipau, who was strutting about the encampment 

. ' but IllS words only st:rved to exasperate the half-
11It:ed, \I' ho declared that if anything more was said 
he wOllld arrest Mr. Smith. This he afterward did · , 

: alld the Agent was led away with a pair of handcuffs 
: c1aspt:d lIpon hi s wrists. He was turned loose, how­
I t:vt:r, C;lml'<lll thinking that discretion in the case 

might save hilll from trouble with the United States 
, COVel'lllllent. He afterward apologized to Mr. Smith, 

and removed his whisky upon condition that no 
prosecutions should follow. 

Bdow are mentioned the names of those who have 
st:rvt:d habella Township as 

SUPERVISORS: 

. He was at once the life and terror of any party with 

II :~--- ~ 

Charles A. Jeffries, 
Albert G . Ferris, 
Charles H . Rodd, 

~ "~~uu,o(j)o'nu~,JI ~ C / -. ';:(rt .!' Ce 
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Douglas H. Nelson, 
W. A. Nelson, 
Douglas H. Nelson 
G. W. Jeffries, 
John C. Davis, 
H. H. \Graves, 
John C. Davis 
Peter Jackson, 
John C. Davis 
Thomas Carroll, 
James S. Graham, 

1861-3 
1864 
1865 
1866- 70 

187 I 

1872 
1873-4 
1875-6 
1877-8 
1879-83 ; 
1884. 

Fremont Township. 

FEW families moved into the tenitory now 
embraced within the boundaries of this 

township prior to its organization, which was 
effected Oct. 16, 1863. The first election was 
held at the hOllse of Jerome Bachelder. who, 

with J. C. Caldwell and William Tiffany, were In­
spectors of Election. William Tiffany was elected 
Supervisor, William H. Harrison, Clerk, W. Winters, 
Treasurer, and Norton Skinner, Justice of the Peace. 

The township is numbered 13 north and 5 west; 
it is bounded on the north by Deerfield, the east by 
Lincoln, the south by Montcalm County, and the 
west by Rolland Township. 

Fremont was settled very slowly, hut hy a very 
good class of people, who still maintain the reputa­
tion won at an early day. 

Fremont is watered by tributaries of Pine River, 
which stream touches the southwest quarter of sec­
tion 31. Much of the land is yet quite heavily 
wooded, tut the extensive mills in that township are 
fast manufacturing the noble trees into lumber, which 
has no superior in the markets. 

The first sermon preached in this township was by 
J. Q. A. Johnson, who was afterward elected Sheriff 
of Isabella County. A school-house was built soon 
after the organization of the township, and Miss 
Grace McLeod presided over the first school taught. 
Those were the days in which tht; teacher" boarded 
round," and received but small wages· compared with 
the remuneration of the instructors of the present 
day. 

The fi,st wedding in Fremont was that of Mr. 
William Ii, Harrison and Miss Wealthy Tiffany. 

The first child born was May Caldwell, now the 
wife of - Streator. 

James Caldwell sowed the first spring wheat, 
which when ready for harvesting was reaped by his 
son Arthur with a pair of sheep-shears! For a long 
time harvesting was done with the sickle and cradle, 
but the stumps have mostly been removed, and the 
farmer now gathers up the ripened grain as it falls 
already bound and ready for the thresher. 

Du~llVille, a small village, is located on the north­
west quarter of section 15. It has a store or two, 
blacksmith and repair shop, boarding house, etc. 
The inhabitants are a social, industrious people, and 
have pleasant homes in the quiet village. It is quite 
a convenient trading point for the neigbboring farm­
ers, who in that vicinity are prosperous. 

The Supervisors of Fremont have served only 
short terms, the voters preferring to give every man 
an opportunity to represent the township. Their 
names are p-iven below. 

SUPERVISORS. 

William Tiffany 
J. C. Caldwell 
F. L. Williams 
C. G. Richardson 
Jacob Crum 
Dean Newcomu 
Thomas G. Williams 

Dean Newcomb 
C. G. Richardson 
Thomas Judge 
John Ulam 
A. R Bentley 
George Davis 
John Maxwell 
James Manwell 

1864 
1865 
1866 
1867-8 
1869 
1870 

1871 

1872-3 
1874- 5 
1876 
1877-9 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883-4 

Rolla.nd Township. 
'~~''':~'1 

/i,; . OLLAND Township occupies the southwest 
X' : corner of Isabella County. Its northern 

tr-'~~-':w. boundary is Broomfield, and its eastern 
\-.\ Fremont Township; its southern Montcalm, 

and the western Mecosta County. It is num­
bered 13 north and 6 west. This township 

has a number of rivers, of which Pine is the most im-
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portant. It crosses Rolland diagonally from the 
northwest to the southeast corner. The eastem 
branch of this river enters section 2 from Broomfield, 
and flows southeast into the main stream. Pine has 
two branches on the west,-the South Branch and 
Remick's Creek,-both of which rise in the western 
part, the former draining the central and the latter 
the southern section of the township. 

The first settlers went into this town under the 
Homestead Act,-act of Congress of 1872 .• They 
were Grandison Norman, who took his location Jan . 
9, 1863; Charles D. Rouertwn, Amos A. Norman, 
John Martin, Daniel W. Rouinson, William B. Good­
win, Paul Smith, S, E. Chapman, William Cowdrey, 
William M. Peterson, Daniel Doxsie, A, Sanderson, 
E. Geer and others. A numuer of colol'l:d people, 
who are industrious and enterprising, have located 
in this township, a lld are a mong its best settlers. 

Rolland, formerly a part of Fremont Township, 
was organized Oct. 9, 1866, at the house , of G. W. 
Stein; William M. Peterson, S. E. Chapman and 
Daniel Robinson were the Inspectors of the Election. 

The first grave was dug on section 6, near the 
center, and it contains the remains of Amos A. Nor­
man (colored), who died of brain disease. 

The first legal case in Rolland was before Stephen 
E. Chapman, Jr. The complaint was made by 
Amasa Wells, against his mother-in-law, for taking 
household goods and setting his wife against him. 
The old lady and two daughters, hearing of it, uar­
ricaded the doors to prev ... nt their arrest, but the con­
stable' secured them in the course of a few days. 
They were convicted and fined. Not paying the fine, 
they were committed; but the constaule, not having 
the means to pay the expense of taking them to jail, 
which was at Saginaw, had to let them go. 

A proof of the rapid advance in educational matters 
is the large number of school-houses scattered over 
this township. These institutions of learning have 
takell the place of the little, old, log school-houses, 
and durin g the school sessions are filled with bright 
and intelligent pupils. 

The first Sunday-school in this part of the county 
was organized in Rolland township, and the first 
school-house built here was in r876. 

The incorporated village of Blanchard is a thrifty 
place located on section 18, on the Detroit, Lansing 
& Northern line of railroad, Bristol is a small halll-

let in the eastern part of the township, on Pine Riv 
Rolland, like all other towns in the county her. 

furnished many millions of feet of lumber. Nu'me~ 
ons mills are rapidly thinning out the forests an~ 
many of the farms are highly improved wher~ ten 
years ago the dense forest stood. Energy and capital 
can accomplish ' wonders, and both are largely dis­
played in some portions of this township. 

The men who have been servants of the pUblic in 
an official way are mentioned in this connection, 
sp~\ce only being had for the 

SUPERVISOHS. 

William M. Peterson 
Daniel Doxsie 
Stephen E. Chapman 
Peter Chapman 
Daniel Doxsie 
H. B. Blanchard 
S. D. Eldred 
Daniel Doxsie 

Vernon Township. 

1867-7 2 
r873-6 
1877-8 
1879 
1880-1 
1882 
1883 
r884· 

ernon Township lies in the extreme north­
ern part of I~abella County, and is bounded 
on the north by Clare County, on the east 

by Wise, on the south by Isabella and on the 
west by Gilmore l'ownships. 

The North Branch of the Chippewa River 
enters the tOlVnship at the northwest corner of sec­
tion 30, flows southeast, then southwest, entering 
Gilmore Township. The northwestern part is watered 
uy Little Tobacco Creek and its tributaries. The 
creek rises in the western part of the township, in 
section 18, flows east and northeast into Clare Coun­
ty. In the eastern part we find the West Branch of 
Big Salt River rising in the northeastern part, in sec­
tion 1 r, flowing in a southeasterly direction and 
fin ally mingling with the waters of the North Branch 
of the Tittabawasee, in Wise Township. There are 
several less im portant streams, whose waters render 
the farming land of Vernon fertile and productiv~ 
Willow Lake lies in the western part, and its outlet II 
a branch of the Chippewa. A number of smaller 
lakes are scattered over the township, but none of 
them lVorthy of special mention. 
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Vernon City is the only village of any pretensions, 
nd it is in the northern part of the township, on the 

:ight bank of Little Tobacco Creek. Clare is really 
a part of Vernon City, although it is in Clare County. 
When the railroad was built, it followed the level 
land along the creek and the business was soon 
lraesferred to locations nearer the depot. 

J. L. Markley, a German, was one of the early 
settlers, and the founder of Vernon City. He'is 
wealthy and does business in real estate. The first 
house built in Clare was erected by A. A. Shaver, the 
County Treasurer. C. H. Sutherland, now President 
of the Village of Clare, was also one of her first set­
tlers. J. C. Richardson, the Postmaster, has I)cen an 
official of that village since its organization and is 
also numbered among the first comers. Henry Tre­
vidick owns the largest drug-store in the place and 
does a large business. The first hotel in Clare ,vas 
built by a man named Alger. 

The township has but one railroad, the Flint & 
Pere Marquette. 

It is said that Clare does more business for a town 
I:: of the size than anyone on the line of the Flint & 
~ Pere Marquette Railroad, she having unlimited facil­
I:: ities for manufacturing lumber, and is also the center 

of a fine wheat-producing country. 
On the IIth of June, 1866, the township of Ver­

non was organized. Wm . Phinesy, Cornelius Dogan 
and James M. Stough were the Inspectors of the 
Election. The township consisted of 16 north, range 
4 west, with a part of Clare, which has since been 
detached. 

Numerous highways cross the township in all di­
rections, and for a new country they are well graded. 
The Flint & Pere Marquette railroad crosses the 
northeastern corner. 

The educational enterprise of the inhabitants has 
provided numerous school-houses and efficient in­
structors for the rising generation of their township. 

The vegetable productions of Vernon are choice 
tobacco and grains. Beets weighing 20 and tllrnips 
weighing 23 pounds, with 1,000 bushels to the acre, 
have been raised here. The magnificent forests of 
pine, hemlock and cedar have developed the lumber 
trade and formed one of the chief industries of the 
townships. 

The names of the Supervisors, together with the 
terms each one has served, are as follows: 

SUPERVISORS. 

William Phinesey 
Elias Wheaton 
Cornelius Bogan 
E. S. Brown 
Cornelius Bogan 
D. J. Brewer 
Corneliu s Bogan 
Frederick Fishley 
E. E. Willie 
E. S. Brown 
E. E. Willie 
Joseph Dixon 
Warren Wing 

Gilmore Township. 

1866- 7 
1868- 9 
1870 - 2 

1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877- 8 
1879- 80 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

HIS township is numbered 5 west and 16 
north, and was organized April 12, 1870. 
The first election was held at the house of 

Rufus F. Glass, who, with Jesse Wood and A. 
F. Albright, constituted the Judgesof Election. 

Geo. M. Frary was largely interested in the 
business of buying and selling real estate at the time 
of organization, and did a great deal toward settling 
his town~hip by persuading every stranger in quest 
of lands at least to look at the tracts he had for sale. 
Mr. Frary loc~ted the first tract of land taken in Gil-
more for agricultural purposes. 

A "trail" was opened through the woods from Mt. 
Pleasant to the lumber camps a few miles northwest, 
which road was known as "Willie's trail." Along 
this road, and on the farm now owned by Mr. Grimm, 
Henry Parkinson ~r.ade the first permanent im prove­
ments in Gilmore. They consisted of a small log 
shanty and a clearing of a couple of acres, but it 
was a beginning nevertheless . 

Asa and Fordyce Leonard were two of the earliest 
settlers, although a number of men came later dur­
ing the same year. 

Gilmore is a densely wooded district, and is now 
only partially developed, there being hundreds of 
acres of virgin forests inside her limits. The north 

= = 
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. branch of the Chippewa flows southeasterly through . ; 
the townships, entering it on section 5 and passing .ct 
out on section 24. The Chippewa River proper pass- ~ 
es through section 36; and Lake Creek, which rises ~)) 
in Littlefields Lake, is a splendid stream. The lake <' 
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~ is 'a ' pretty body of water covenng several acres, 19, 2 0, 29 and 30 . Its outlet is a small tributary of 
which is visited by hun te rs and pl easure-s~eke rs in the E ast Branch of Pine River. The Twin Lak ;t large p~rtie s during the sum.mer. Several smal~e r are two beau ti~ul little bodies of water nestli:; 
lakes picturesquely dot portIOn s of the township, closely toge ther 111 the southeast corner of sectio 8 . n I • 

i 
which is delightfully invi ting durin g the summ er. A small nvulet connects the two, and, passing through 
Game is abundant, and the sportsman who hun'ts in the larger, flows on till it mtets the East Brand f 

. 10 
her woods, or travels the brook in the pellucid waters the Pme. 
of the lakes and brooklets wh ich abo und, meets with The se ttlers of this township are principally en. 
gratifying success. gaged in lumbering, and numerous lumber and 10 _ 

~ 
Agric ultural p roducts are somewhat limited, b ut ging camps are scattered over its surface. The! 

the yield of wheat and oats average as high in Gil- are no towns of any importance. 
, m~re as in .any·other t~wn shi p in th~ county, acreage March' 3, 1866, the township of Broomfield was 
" bein g conSidered . It IS no small thmg for fall wh t:a t organ ized , bearing the name of one of its Own citi. 

~ . ~. = = 
:.~ 

to yield fro m 30 to 3S bushels per acre, and other ze ll S, Wm. Broomfi eld . The first meeting was held 
cereals equal that in proportion. The best indica- at E. Hall's lu mber camp. Elijah Cole, J. Hutchin_ 
tions of the d esirability of these lands is evid ent son and Geo. L. Hitchcock were the Inspectors. The 
from the rapid ri se in real estate during the past five first settler in thi s town ship was Doraville Whitney 

who came in the fall of 1860. t years. 
The gentlemen whose names a ppear 

served as Supervisors in this town ship. 
below have 

SUPERVISORS. 

Rufus F. Glass 
J acob L . Fordyce 
P. H. Robbins 
J acob L . Fordyce 
P . H. Robbins 
J esse H . Wood 
H. A. Brubaker 
Benj . P. Mount 

1870 -3 
1874- 6 
1877 
J878 
1879 
1880 
J881-3 
J884 

~ @J~a=-~ ----~~~~.~--

Broomfield Township. 

" ROOMFIE LD Township is in the western 
. pa rt of Isabella County, and is hounded 

~ 0 y ;s on the north hy Sherm a n, on the east by 
Deerfield and on the south by Roll and Town­
ships and on the west by M ecosta County. 
It is numbered 14 north and 6 west. The 

Chippewa River drains sections 2, 3 and 4 in the 
northern part. Indian Creek is a small stream ri sing 
in the southern part of Sherman Town ship, flowing 
southeast and emptying into the Chippewa. The 
East Branch of Pine River drains the entire southern 
portion, entering the western part at section J 8, and, 
taking a southeasterly direction, flows through sec­
tion 3.1 into R olland Township. H all 's Lake spreads 
its c!ear waters over the co rners of f01\1' sections,-

The first school-house was built on section 31, and 
Betsy Ruxton, who is now landlady at Remus, Me­
costa County, taught the first school. 

The first quarterly meeting was held in this same 
school-house, by R ev. F. B. Bangs, in 1866; but the 
first sermon preached in that section was by Rev. 
Aldrich, at the house of Wm. Broomfield,-the min­
ister comin g into the county barefooted! Hugh Al­
ton furni shed him a pair of boots to preach in, but 
kindly granted him the privilege of removing them 
from his feet before leaving the county. 

The first marri age was that of Ithel Eldred and 
Mary Parrot. 

Broomfield is, as yet, unprovided with railroad ra­
cilities. There are two State roads. The Houghton 
L ake & Ionia Road crosses the western half, north 
and somh, and the Big R apids & Mt. Pleasant Road 
extenu s east and west ac ross th e northern portion of 
the townships. 

The Supervisors of Broomfield have heen men of 
integrity and good standing, as will be seen by the 
number of terms each one has served. 

SUPERVISORS. 

William Broomfield 
L. C. Griffith 
Willi am Broomfield 
L. C. Griffith 
John Hutchinson 
William Broomfield 

1868-76 
1877-8 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882-4 
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Union Township. 

NION Township was organized by the Board 
of Supervisors March J 9, 186 I. The In-

~ spectors of Election were Hi ram E. Sher-
1~~f man, A. J. Goodsell and Albert G. j'erris. 
f~~ The first township election was held at a log 

school-house in District No. r, where William 
Crowley now lives, on the first Monday of April, 
r86r. Langdon Bently was elected Supervisor. 

Uniop- is bounded on the north by Isabella, on the 
east by Chippewa, on the south by Lincoln and on 
the west by Deerfield Townships. It is numbered 
14 north and 4 west. The principal river is the 
Chippewa, a beautiful stream which traverses the 
township from the southwest to its northeast bound­
ary. Mission Creek is a small stream rising in the 
northwestern part, flowing east and emptying into 
the Chippewa. 

Mi. Pleasant is the principal village of the tc..wn­
ship. It is pleasantly situated 011 the Chippewa 
River on section IS, and is the terminus of the 
Saginaw & Mt. Pleasant Railroad. There are a 
number of saw-mills in the immediate vicinity of the 
town, giving employment to a large numiJer of 
laborers. It is the center of trade for farm products, 
not only of this township, but of all the adjoining 
ones_ The mercantile houses do a thrivingiJusiness, 
and in a short time Mt. Pleasant will be one of the 
most important towns of Northern Michigan. Isa­
bella City is next in importance. and is located ill the 
southeastern corner of s.ection 3. 

The first active representative of any religious 
society in this township was Elder Sheldon, of the 
Methodist denomination. The first sermon was 
delivered by him in the same school-house in which 
the first election was held. There are now a num­
ber of fine churches. and almost every denomination 
is represented. 

The first man who settled in Union Township was 
John M. Hursh, who, with his wife and six children , 
selected a homestead a half mile from Mt. Pleasant 
and located there in r854. At one time provisions 
became so scarce that Mr. Hursh was compelled to 
hire two Indians to accompany him to Saginaw, 

where they procured 100 pounds of flour, and returned 
to their settlement, carrying it the entire distance 011 

their backs! Many days they had nothing on which 
to subsist bllt bread and water! St. John's was the 
nearest postoffice, it being 50 miles distant. 

While Mr. Hmsh was on his way to Union with 
his faIT,ily, his brother-in-law was engaged in putting 
IlP a shanty for their protection when they came. 
The flour was earth, no windows, and a I,\anket 
served for a door. The roof was made of troughs. 
After paying the men who had aided them in their 
difficllit jOllrney to their new home, Mr. HIII'sh had 
jllst three cents left; but with strong hands and will­
ing hearts they did not despair. It was two years 
before anyone located within ten miles of the Hursh 
farm; then, Henry Sherman and family, and soon 
afterward Leonard Handy, joined the little band of 
pioneers. The sight of the newcomers and the pros­
pect of having some neighbors made glad the hearts 
of the Hursh family. No formal or fashionable calls 
were made: on the contrary, they visited each other 
on alternate Sundays, always taking their stock along 
to prevent them from straying through the woods, 
which were so dense that it was almost impossible to 
find them if allowed to wander away from home. 

The first school-house in the township was built of 
logs, in rR55, one and a half miles south of Mt. 
Pleasant. The school was taught by Elizabeth 
Gulick. 

Succeeding years brought many settlers into the 
t(J\\,I~ship, and it now ranks among the first in the 
county in agricultural interests. The productive 
character of its soil was a great induce.nent to own­
ers of lands to clear away the dense forests. Lumber 
illterests were for several years the chief industry, 
and many millions of feet have been taken from the 
acres which now rival in beauty and fcrtility any part 
of the State of Michigan. 

Union Township has been repr.'!sented by a large 
number of men as Supervisors, all but three of whom 
have served two or more terms. Their names follow, 
to which are affixed the years they served. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Langdon Bentley 
A. G. Ferris 
1. E. Arnold 
Alex. Brodie 
Milton Bradley 
D. H. Nelson 

1861-3 
1864 
1865 
IRfi6 
1867 
1868 

= = 
~ 
= = 



(t)>-*~~----~-,""",,6>~'7~nn@nn ~·~ v-e~~k--~~~ 
/SA HRLL1 COUNTY. 

Milton Bradley 
D. H . Nelson 
Daniel E. Lyon 
Alex. Brodie 
1. E. Arnold 
Charles M . Brooks 
John Maxwell 
W . W . Preston 
Cha rles M. Brooks 

Nottawa Township. 

I H(j 1) 

1870 

187 I 
1872-4 
1875 - 7 
177 8 
1879 
1880- 2 
r 883- 4 

SABELL A Coun ty has a la rge ac reage of 
valuaLle la nd , Lut in no part of it ar!,! there 
so many acres of splend id agricultural land 

in one body as are emLraccd in Nottawa T own­
shi p. This is still incl uded in the Ind ian res­
erva tion, and most of the inhabi tants a re lndi -

ans. Somc of th em arc in good circu ill stances and 
are amassing a cO lllpete ncy. The remnants of the 
Chip pewa tri be who are not ac ti vely c ngaged in fa rm­

;= ing, are a lazy, shiftless se t, who eke out a sca nty 
~ livelihood by hun tin g and trappin g. Those of the 

tri be who live in the mos t pri mitive styl e and cling to 
th eir old supers titions are num bered among the resi­
d ents of Nottawa. 

The tow nshi p was named in honor of an Indian 
chief who bore t he name. H e was one of the most 
noLle and honored Ill e n of his tribe, whose teachings 
were listened to with rapt atten tio n by his people. 
H e advocated honesty, industry and the Chri sti an 
virtues, and by his own acts exe mplifi ed hi s precepts. 
His de;\tlt occurred Oct. [0, 188 1, and his loss was 
sin r.e rely mo urned not only by hi s own people but 
also by the whites as well. H e had attained the 
ad va nced age of 100 years, and until a short tim e 
before his death wa; (luite an activc man. 

O ne of the Indian ma rri age c ustoms still practi ced 
among some of thc race who live in Nottawa T own­
shi p, is as follows : The parents of thc youth of 
either sex contract the marri age during the months 
of OctoLer and November. The a ffi anccd comes to 
th e house of her future fath e r .in-Iaw, and takes up 
her qua rters there for six months pre vious to the date 
fi xed upon for the marri age to take place . Durin g 
this period, no conversation is indulged in Letween 
the youn g folks, althou gh li vin g in the same honse 

. - -'-- -. __ :::._== .. :=--._--= 
a lld sha rin g the same bed. The latter is . arranged 
lJY th e fat her-1I1 law, Ly placin g a log len 1 . . gt lWlse 
of the bed , thu s separatin g the parties (!) wh fi 
I

. , . ' 0 a ter 
t 1e SIX month s proLatlOn are declared man d • . . ' an Wife 
Ly the chi ef of the tnbe. Everything must be 
arranged through the mother-in-law who t . ' ~su 
I~ed l ator be tween the young people. All the game 
killed Ly the young man d uring this term of 
h

. .. . court_ 
s I p, IS d ri ed by Ill S mother and l)ut away (.or f t 

. , . l\ ure 
use. r he tildes and pelts taken in the chase d . . unng 
the same penod, as well as all the maple sugar 
manufactured , are sold, and whisky and oth er re-
fresh~l1ent s purch ~sed. therewith to Le used at the 
marriage feast, wInch IS made an occasion of . 
1

.1 . .. great 
11 anty by the 111Ylted guests. 

The townshi p was organized in 1874, and the first 
election was held at Eli Ford 's house in April 18 
Tl I ' 75· 1e nspectors were John Hyslop, Michael McGee-
han and El i Ford. 

The first white man locating in the town was 
Michael McGeehan, who was the first Supervisor. 
The second was Senator Alonzo T. Frisbee, who 
purchased half of section r6, and improved 200 

ac res of it in the Lest of style. Mason B. Dibble is 
also one of the first , and now the wealthiest men in 
the towm hi p, being possessor of 800 acres · of the 
fin est land, of which 400 acres are cleared and mostly 
unde r cultivation. 
~t the first election, only 33 votes were polled,5 

whIte and 28 Indian. The voting population is yet 
very light, but the township will soon Lecome peopled 
with whites, the Government having already given 
virtual permission to the Indians to dispose of their 
lands should they see proper. Patents win issue 
from the proper authorities at an early date, and the 
lands which are now unoccltpied will soon blossom 
like the rose. A bea utiful lake, through which Cold­
water River Rows, covers the whole of section 30. It 
aLounds in fish and water-fowl. The Coldwater, 
Rowin g throl:gh the western, and the Chippewa River 
the eastern , parts of the township, afford unlimited 
facilities for the transportation of the myriads of logs 
to the mills below. 

Nottawa is numbe red 13 north and 5 west, with 
bounda ries on the north by Gilmore, the east by Isa­
Lelia, the south Ly Deerfield and the west by Sher­
man. 

The following named gentlemen have represented 
Nottawa as 
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SUPERVISORS: 

Michael McGeehan 
Alonzo T. Frisbee 
Michael McGeehan 
Fred Speck 
Phidelous Bennett 
Joseph T. Gachter 

. ~.~~. 
Sherman , Township. 

r875-6 
1877-8 
1879 
1880 
1881-2 
1883-4 

, HERMAN is very sparsely settled, and lillite 
heavily wooded. There is one small vil­
lage bearing the name of Sherman City, 

located partly on section 6 in Sherman, and 
section 31 in Coldwater Township. Here is 
located a postoffice and a few buildings, but 

the town has no commercial importance except as a 
convenient trading point for the farmer. Broomfield 
postoffice is located on section 27, at the junction of 
the Houghton Lake & Ionia State Road and the 
highway passing through the center of sections 26 27 , , 
28, 29 and 30. It is well watered by several creeks, 
which flow into the Chippewa, and but little atten­
tion is Vaid either to stock-raising or agriculture, the 
lumber interest taking precedence of any other in­
dustry. 

The town&hip is numbered [3 north and 6 west, 
and is bounded on the north by Coldwater, 011 the 
east by Nottawa, on the south by Broomfield Town­
ship and the west by Mecosta County. It was or­
ganized Oct. 12, 1868, and the first el ection was held 
at the house of Cyrus Dunbar, who, with Milo T. 
Dean and Aaron Osborn, were Inspectors of Election. 
The first Supervisor was Wesley Ellis, who served 
in 1869. This township was named in honor of 
Gen. W . T. Sherman. The number of school-houses 
and children attending school in the township is 
given elsewhere, which shows the small number of 
inhabitants. Some 'very good farms and enterpris­
ing men are to be found in Sherman, but it will be 
many years before the forests can be removed and 
the land brought under a thorough cultivation. 

The names of the Supervisors are here gi ven : 

SUPERVISORS, 

Wes1ey Ellis 
John C. Cohoon 

Henry Woodin 
J. H. Tinker 
Henry Wcodin 

Deerfield Township . 

187r-6 
1877-82 
1883-4 

HE organization of this township was ef-
, fected Oct. 14, I8H. It is yet quite heavily 
~ timbered with excellent pine, hemlock and 
r'I ~ cedar, with here and there some bodies of 

splendid hard woods. The soil is a rich loal\l, 
mixed with sand and gr'lVel in some localities, 

but highly producti ve. 
The first settlers in this township were Melvin 

Beach, Walter Blount, F. E. Boyden,. George D. 
Brown, William M. Peterson, Thomas Phillips, Jesse 
H. Robinson and Jacob Smith. All these men came 
with their families in 1874-5. From this date tile 
population increased rapidly. 

Although many acres of valuable lands are yet in 
a state of nature, the woodsman's ax is fast laying low 
the monarchs of the forest, and the plow is destined 
to become the magician whose touch transforms the 
bosom of her heretofore undisturbed soil into a para­
dise whose fertility is a source of wonder to those who 
were accustomed to class Deerfield among the most 
desolate regions of Michigan. 

The lirst election was held at the house of Joseph 
Brazee, April 5, [875, Nine votes were polled, being 
sufficient to elect the several township officers. To­
day there arc over 200 registered voters, while nu­
merous school-houses and substantial dwellings arc 
seen on every hand. 

The first religious services were held at the house 
of William M. Peterson, by Rev. Burlingame, an 
itinerant Methodist preacher. 

Samuel Craft, the present Supervisor, came to this 
township in 1877, and his enterprise and business 
tact has made him a valuable accession not only to 
the community in which he resides ' but also to the 
county as wei\. His first coming to Deerfield was 
accidental, but his practiced eye saw the advantages 
to be d;:rived from a location in a financial way; and 
as soon as possible after looking the county over, 
he purchased a quarter-3ection of land inside her 
boundaries. 

Deerfield is well drained by both 
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Chippewa and the Coldwater Rivers. These streams 
abound in fish, and t!1e waters are as clear as crystal. 
Owing to the numerous springs in the bed of the 
Coldwater, the waters are cool and refreshing, even 
during the warmest weather. In the springtime, great 
numbers of logs are floated down to the large mill 
near the junction of the Coldwater with the Chip­
pewa. 

Deerfield has one small hamlet, located on sfction 
7, with a store, hotel, etc. The place bears the de­
scriptive title of "Two Rivers," being near the Chip­
pewa and Coldwater Ri verso A postoffice will soon 
be estaLlished here, in compliance with a petition 
containing over 200 signatures of vuters residin g 
within three nliles of the place. 

J. c. Caldwell, the proprietor of the Two Rivers 
Hotel, is a vigorous man of 60 summers. He was 
recently married to a handsome lady from Ohiu, 
which occasion furnished a great deal of amusement 
to his neighbors . He had been a widower but a short 
time, when tht: "tender passion" hecame as firmly 
planted in his anatumy as it would had he been a 
youth of 20. Mrs. Sarah Griswold, of Bissell, Ohio, 
was visiting in the neighborhood, and her charming 
manner and handsome face completely captivated 
him. Shaking off the mental depression which had 
clung to him for four long weeks, he began paying 
court to the handsome widow, and his suit met with 
favor. 

Her visit nearing its end, she had fixed upon the 
day to return to her native village, bht Mr. Cald­
well's persistent pleading had a fitting reward, inas­
much as he had her promise that she would retu rn 
and Lecome his Lride. After her departure, lelters 
from the twain were mailed regularly each day, but 
this mode of corresponding seemed too slow for the 
restless nature of our veneraLle friend. He longed 
to possess in reality what was his own Ly right of con­
quest, and the day had scarcely arrived in which his 
bride to be would return from her eastern tri p, when 
he started from Deerfield, expecting to meet her in 
Mt. Pleasant. She was expected on the evening 
instead of the morning train, but, equally as impatien t 
as himself, had started one day earlier than was 
originally intended, and the long miles which were 
traversed were rendered bearable in the anticipation 
of taking her lover by surprise. Reaching Mt. Pleas­
ant early in the forenoon, she procured a livery team 

---= 
.1I1d started for "Two Rivers," fondly anticipating th 
joyful welcome she would receive. e 

The day was very cold, and the few persons ven_ 
turing out wele closely muffled to protect them fro 

. C m the frosty alI. Mr. aid well was coming to meet hi 
intended, and, to do the thing up in style, had engag~ 
a driver, while he lay back in the sleigh covered b 
robes of fur, with a big stone, carefully heated to Itee~ 
his feet warm, tucked beneath the blankets. The 
driver failing to recognize the bride to be, passed her 
sleigh in blissful ignorance of its fair occupant. Mr. 
Caldwell arrived in due season at Mt. Pleasant, and 
was soon madp. presentable through the skill of the 
tonsorial artist a nd a well paid tailor. 

Tilll~ hung heavily .on hi~ hands while awaiting 
tht: arrival of the evel1lng tram . He nervously paced 
th e platform at the depot until the passengers had 
alighted. The oLject of his affections not appearing 
among them, ht: became uneasy and telegraphed to 
Ohio for particulars. An answer was returned stat­
in g that she had started the day before and certainly 
expected to arrive that evening. 

Nothing was to Le done but wait patiently for the 
morrow. The morning train carried him to Coleman, 
where he confidently expected to meet her, but again 
he was sorely disappointed. Realizing that" there 
is many a slip," etc. , he returned to Mt. Pleasant. In 
the meantime he had sent his team home, and was 
obliged to call on the livery man for favors. Here 
he was informed that his lady had arrived the day 
before on the lIIorning train and was now safely 
quartered at the hotel at Two Rivers. 

Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, a team 
was procured and th e excited man started post haste 
fur home. On the way he stopped at the house of 
Ju stice A. J. Stansell, and the worthy functionary. 
dressed and accompanied him . When the pair 
arrived at the hotel, everybody had retired for the 
ni ght; but the case being one which would not ad­
mit of delay, the household were aroused and prep­
arations made to celebrate the nuptials of the pair 
who had been by accident so rudely separated for 
so many hours! The meeting of the lovers was af­
fecting; and, after explanations were made and their 
exuberant feelings somewhat calmed, Justice Stan­
sell pronounced thein mated for life. No happier 
couple reside in the township, and their romantic 
courtshi p and marriage gives the story a place in the 
history of Isabella County. 
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Deerfield Township is numbered 13 north and 5 
west. The northern boun<\ary is Nottawa Township, 
the eastern, Union Township, Fremont Township on 
the south and Broomfield on the west. 

Only three Supervisors thus far ha ve represented 
this township, and one, Mr. J. H. Robinson, was 
appointed to fill the unexpired term of a man who, 
making some mistake in the assessment of the town, 
became frightened and left the country. , 

SUPERVISORS. 

Wm. Peterson 
J. H. Robinson 
Samuel Craft 
William H. Hanna 

-I 

1875-7 
1878 
1879-83 
1884 

Coldwater Township. 

. OLDWATER Township is situated in the 
northwestern corner of Isabella County, 

and is bounded on the north by Clare County, 
on the east by Gilmore and south by Sherman 
Townships, and on the west by Mecosta 
County. It is numbered 16 north, and 6 west. 

The soil of Coldwater is drained by two creeks, 
known as Walker and Colley Creeks. These two 
beautiful streams of crystal water flow through 
grassy meadows and shady woodlands, while from 
either side of their mossy banks stretch afar the 
broad acres of fertile and productive farm lands, 
where great quantities of corn, rye, oats and wheat 
are cultivated successfully. Garden vegetables of 
all kinds are also grown in this rich soil. 

On section 31 is located part of the little village 
of Sherman, called Sherman City, a small trading 
point and postoffice for those living in the vicinity of 
the hamlet. 

On the same day that Broomfield was organized, 
the Board of Supervisors conferred local self-govern­
ment on the people of Coldwater, and ever since its 
organization it has been a temperance township. 
The first election was held on the first Monday of 
April, 1868, at the house of H. B. Roberts. H. A. 
Brubaker, H. B. Roberts and W. W. Ryerson were 
the Inspectors of Election. 

Serel A. Letson, who bought land in this township 
in the year 1866 and located on his claim in the fol­
lowing year, was the first permanent settler here, and 

now resides on section 22. Harry Brubaker, now 
living on section 20, in Gilmore, was the first man 
who moved his family to Coldwater. They came in 
1867. Samuel Colley, now on section 34; Wm. B. 
Forbes, on 22; Thomas Summerton, also on 22; 
George Steed, Jonathan Lamer on 32; Charles Hunt, 
near Mt. Pleasant; Martin Tombs and son, on 16; 
Jackson Alexander, on 26, and S. Smith, also living 
on section 26, were the first men who settled in the 
township. 

The first birth that occurred in Coldwater was that 
of a child of Harry Brubaker, and the death of this 
infant was the first occurrence of this nature, the 
second being that of Posey Roberts. 

The first marriage was that of Frank Bone and 
Sophronia Baker, in the fall of 1869. 

The first school taught was in District No. I, on 
section 26, in the year 1870. 

Calaphael Taylor. one of the oldest residents of 
Coldwater, was a pensioner of the war of 1812 until 
his death, which occurred on May 2, 1884, at the 
advanced age of 90 years. He died respected and 
beloved by every adult resident of the township. 
Over his grave many tears of sympathy were shed. 

The Supervisors who have represented this town­
ship from the beginning were all men of merit. Their 
names are given below in the order which they 
served: 

SUPERVISORS. 

J. J. Colley 
Harry A. Brubaker 
James McKersey 
J. J. Colley 
Clark Brown 
William B. Forbes 
James C. Colter 
David W. Brooks 
William B. Forbes 
David Colter 

Lincoln Township. 

1868-9 
1870- 1 
1872 
1873 
1874-7 
1878 
1879- 80 
1881 
1882-3 
1884 

HE organization of Lincoln Town~hip was 
effected Oct. 16, 1863. F. 1. Williams, W· 
J. Corbus and H. N. Griswold were In­

spectors of the first Election, which was held 
at Mr. Griswold's house. 

The same may he said of Lincoln as of each 
townshi l) in Isabella County, that it was densely 
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wooded, and a large pit rt of it at an early day was 
very low and ma rshy. The clearing up of these 
forests and cultivation of the soil have changed the 
appearan ce greatly, topographically, and some of the 
low lands which were form erly co\'ered with water 
dnring th e entire year, have by reason of numerous 
drains uecome th e most productive of fa rm lands. 

Lincoln is numbered 13 north a nd 4 west, with 
boundari es on th e ~orth by Union, on the east by 
Coe, the so uth by Gratiot County, a nd the west by 
Fremont T o wnship. It is drain ed by Salt River and 
its tributaries, and at present enjoys the luxmyof 
two post-offices, one being called Crawford a nd the 
other Stri ckl and. 

The first settl e r in Lincoln was U. McKin stry, 
who located on section 36, in th e fall of 1862. Mc­
Kinstry was soon followed by Edward Dugan, G. P. 
Ryder, E. Dunham, Samuel Woodworth, Nelson 
Ives and Warren vVardwell, all of whom were enter­
pn sl!1J.( men. 

Th e first birth in Lincoln Township was a daugh­
te r of Mr. McKinstry, the event occ urring in the . 
autumn of 1862 . 

Mr. Wardwell relates a couple of anecdotes which 
well illustrate th e cha racter of mankind. Most of 
the lands had been taken in the eastern part of Lin­
coln, but or.e d ay a n Irishma n came along on foot, 
in search of a tract. Ward well told him that two 
miles west of his farm there was a nice pi ece of va­
cant land, and di rected the fellow where and how to ' 
find it. He returned in the evening feeling much 
fa tigued and evidently di sgus ted with the long tramp 
through the briers and bogs, th ere bein g no road . 
When ques tioned by Mr. Wardwell as to his opinion 
of Michigan lands, the man replied that th e lands 
were good enough, hut added in a despondent ton e, 
" Ef 1 tek thet pace of land, whin will the road git to 
me?" "Whenever you make it, you d-d fool," said 
Wardwell. The Irishman did not desire such a task 
as th a t im plied, and left the l'and for some more en-
te rprising man. 

When William Tiffany moved his family to Lincoln 
Township, the woods were full of game and he fre­
(l'.lently !>"llOt a rabbit or pheasant whil e driving along 
the road . On this day, however, he saw game which 
he was not expecting, and, as hunters express it, he 
had a n attack of" buck ague." While walking ahead 
(If the wagon with a rifle on hi s shoulder, he espied 

a large bear leisurely walkin.g toward him. Tiffany 
ran back to the wagon, jihoutl\)g to the driver to tu . rn 
around, as a bear was comll1g down the road, "Wh 
don't you shoot?" yelled the man on the wago:' 
This seemed to Tiffany the proper thing to do under 
the circumstances, and with his eye on the bear and 
the gun elevated at an angle of 45°, pulled the 
trigger, and the bea r, hearing the report, ambled 
away. To Tiffany, this was a real adventure andone 
to be proud of, although he had no trophy to show. 

We are pleased to give the names of those who 
have ably represented Lincoln Township as Super_ 
visors since its organization. 

SUPER VISORS. 

Irving Williams 
J . T. Guthrie 
R. Wilcox 
J. E. Hunt 
John Maxwell 
R. Wilcox 
James Ayling 
A. C. Vredenburg 
Amos D. Mattison 
James Ayling 
A. C. Vrendenburg 
A. M. Hance 
Henry Burr 
John Mull 
A. C. Rowlader 

Wise Township. 

186.J 
1865 
1866 
1867-8 
1869/0 

187 I 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877-8 
1879 
1880-2 
1883-4 

HE township of Wise was organized Jan. 4t 
1872, and was named after George W. 
Wise, its father and founder. It is situated 

in the northeast corner of Isabella County, and 
is numbered 16 north and 3 west. Its north. 
e rn boundary is Clare County, its eastern Mid-

land County, its wuthern Denver Township, and its 
western Vernon Township. 

The first election was held at tbe school-house in 
Loomis,-G. W. Wise, B. L. Loyd and Cornelius V. 
Hulburt, Inspectors, 

The western half of the township is drained by 
Salt River and its numerous tributaries, The saw· 
mills are its principal support. Messrs. Wise and 
Loomis built the first mills. In March, 187 I, George 
W. Wise, with 13 men, landed where Loomis now is 
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and commenced the erection of a saw-mill, and Oil 

the tenth they had a portable mill running; about 
the 20th they began making shingles also. It was 
kept running most of the time day and night, clltting 
lumber in the day time and · shingles nights. The 
mill was destroyed by fire in May, 1875, but was 
soon replaced by another. Wise and Loomis, with 

. others, also opened a store .. thus l.aying the fo.unf~­
tion for the future town of Loomis. Its location IS 

in the northern part of the township, and was platted 
in 1871. A hotel, the" Hursh House," was uuilt 
about the same time the Flint & Pere Marquette 
Railroad Company built their depot. A shingle mill 
was also erected and run till 1874, when it ulew up, 
killing one man. In 1872 a company was formed 
and built a hemlock-extract factory, at a cost of 
about $15,000, and it has manufactured large amounts 
of extract. A shingle mill was also connected with it. 

The first religious services were held in Wise & 
Loomis' saw-mill by C. V. Hulburt. Loomis is quite 
an important town, being situated in the center of a 
fine lumbering 'district. It has 350 inhabitants, two 

c:. hotels, five stores, one drug store, a church, black­
~ smith and wagon shop, and last, bl: t not least, two c: 

saloons. 
Fletcher Tubbs opened the first farm in Wise 

Township. In May, 187 I, a school distric t was 
fonned and a school-house was soon after built. and 
Miss Allen taught the first term. A Mr. Caldy was 
the first man to open a whisky saloon . 

There are numerous school-houses, with a fair 
attendance. 

The first legal case was for an assault and battery. 
Mr. G. H. Hersey, who lives near Loomis, has the 

finest' barn in the township, and the material on the 
ground for an elegant residence, which will ue com­
pleted this year. 

Wise Township is yet quite heavily wooded, and 
the improvements not so numerous as several of the 
older townships. 

The lumber interest is still the chief industry of 
Wise Township, but a few years more will find the 
supply very much limited. 

The list of Supervisors of this town is given uelow. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Isaiah Windover 
George M. Quick 
Henry L. Voorhees 

George M. Quick 
Joseph Funk 
E. W. Allen 

Denver Township. 

1876-80 
1881 - 2 
1883-~ 

ENVER is included in the Indian reserva­
Il tion and at this time is very sparsely set­

.'4~ tIed: A number of Indians are yet living 
\li; inside her bO:lI:daries, and hundreds of acres 

of the most valuable timber lands are owned by 
speculators. All the east half of Denver Town­

ship was covered with a heavy growth of pine, but 
this has been mostly cut away. The land is low and 
flat, and much of it can now be purchased for $1 per 
acre. Only 16 sections of Denver can soon be set­
tled, the balance belonging to Indians who cannot 
dispose of their lands , and spec ulators owning large 
tracts have no desire to sell. 

The first settlements were made in 1875 - 6, by 
Lewis Hawkins. the present Supervisor, John Collins, 
and Julius C. Jordan. 

The township was organized Jan. 6, 1876, being 
the last town to be organized in the county, no ma­
terial being left for any more. 

The first election was held at the house of Rouert 
Pearson, who, with James Render and Anson Fitchet, 
were Judges of the same. Rohert Pearson was chosen 
first Supervisor, and met with the Board in the cen­
tennial yea r. 

Both branches of the Tittabawassee and Salt 
Rivers unite in the eastern part of Denver. and the 
entire township is traversed by the south branch. 
The Mt. Pleasant & Saginaw Railroad passes through 
Denver from northeast to southwest, with one flag 
station only within the limits. 

It is bounded on the north by Wise Township, on 
the east by Midland County, the south by Chippewa, 
and the west by Isabella Township. It is numbered 
IS north and 3 west. 

The population in 1880 was only 250, but is per­
haps double that number to-day. 

SUPER VISORS. 

Robert Pearson 
L ewis Hawkins 
William Mogg 
Lewis H awkin~ 
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NLY a few years ago these 
broad acres were the favorite 
pasturing ground of hundreds 
of deer, and the wild woods 
the home of the bear, wild­
cat, lynx, the gaunt wolf and 

the wily Indian. But few persons can 
realize the fact, ye t it is true. Many 
are the stories related of hairbreadth 
escapes by men of undoubted veracity, 
while recounting their adventures with 
wild beasts at an early day in Isabella 
County. Some of these are well worth 
preserving, and they form an interest­
ing part of this work. 

Among the best known of the white men who have 
achieved a reputation as hunters, we are pleased 
to mention John Landon and Wm. Miles, both 
residents of Chippewa Township and whose reputa­
ti on is excelled by none. Within a few miles of the 
beautiful village of Mt. Pleasant are yet to be found 
plenty of fur-bearing animals, and bears are quite 
numerous in some localities. 

Miles Chased by a Bear. 

FEW years ago William Miles was engaged 
in clearing out a jam of logs in Potter Creek, 

when he . discovered a large bear near by. 
Having no gun, and his house a full half-mile I 

away, he hardly knew how to proceed, as bears 
were his legitimate game, and he had no inten­

tion of allowing it to get away. 
He ran home to get his gun and ammunition, and 

while there concluded to take a fine Cuban blood. 
hound which he had recently purchased, thinking 
this would be a fine opportunity to teach it how to 
t.rack large game. Upon arrival at the place where 
the bear was first seen, the blood-hound took the trail 
and soon brought Bruin to a stand. The bear reared 
upon his hind legs, when Miles fired, wounding but 
net entirely disabling the animal, which, with a howl 
of pain and rage pursued the intrepid hunter. Miles 
made tracks as fast as his legs could carry him, with 
the bear less than ten feet behind! After running a 
short distance his powder horn became detached 
from its fastening, leaving him with only an empty 
gun for protection while the bear gained steadily 
upon him, and would in a few bounds more have 
overtaken the fleeing hunter had it not in its blind 
rage dashed against a log over which Miles had 
leaped, thus giving him a few feet more of a start. A 
tree growing near by proved finally the means of hi, 
escape, for the bear was less than two feet behind 
when it was reached. Darting around it, Miles was 
enabled to keep out of the monster's clutches, althou$h 
it required considerable dexterity to avoid being 
caught by the immense paws of Bruin, who, with his 
neck against the tree, pursued Miles as furiously as 
before, going first in one direction, then changing his 
position and turning the other way. Another tree 
stood near, hardly so large as the one first giving 
shelter to the hunter, and he concluded to try that, 
but soon returned to the first, the smaller one being 
hardly sufficient protection from the long claws of the 
bear. All this time the blooJ was trickling from its 
side and the path around the tree presented the ap­
pearance of an abbatoir. The chase was continued 
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from nine until eleven o'clock in the morning without 
interruption before the bear showed signs of exhaus­
tion. Mi·les said he might have killed him with his 
gun, but he disliked to break a good Winchester rifle 
to pieces over the head of a black bear, for he con­
sidered his wind more than a match for any animal 
that roamed the woods of Michigan . 

Atlast the bear lay down, and Miles, after taking 
a few breaths, left the tree, keeping it betweed him 
and the bear until a few rods had been gained, when 
he darted away at full speed for home, intending to 
get ammunition and assistance before trying again to 
dispatch his bearship. Reaching home, and without 
relating his perilous ad venture, he inquired of his wife 
where" Riley" (the dog) was. She replied th at" he 
was under the bed." Miles shied an old boot, which 
lay conveniently near, at the crouching hound, having 
no better way in which to -vent his ill pleasure, and 
started again for the scene of recent ad venture; but 
the bear had vanished; neither could any further 
trace of it be obtained. A number of persons visited 
the place next day and were astonished to think how 

CI narrowly Miles escaped with his life. The brilliant 
~ future which was supposed to lie before •. Ril ey" was 
~ by his cowardice on this occasion brought to an 

abrupt termination. ' His owner, although having 
paid $20 for him a few weeks before, was glad to 
present the canine to a friend, deeming a dog worth 
nothing that would desert his master at a time when 
assistance was most needed. 

Bear Afraid of Fire. 

~ NE of Wm. Miles' first experiences in hunt­
. ing was rather thrilling, and will bear le­

peating. He was hunting in the dense 
woods when darkness came on. He built a 
fire, ate his supper, and made a bed of leaves 
and moss near the pile of blazing embers. 

The sleep of the tired man was not disturbed until 
after midnight, when, hearing a peculiar noise, he 
knew a deer was rushing past pursued by some ani­
~a1. The deer plunged into the river which ran in 
proximity, followed soon by a wolf, which also took to 
the water in quest of its prey. Being pow thoroughly 
awakened, and feeling somewhat chilled, he arose 

~-~ 

and began kindling the fire, which had become a 
mass of smouldering coals. While engaged in fan­
ning them into a flame, a crashing in the brush near 
by startled him, and, jumping to his feet, he di scerned 
a monstrous black bear tearing through the bushes! 
When daylight appeared, an examination of the vi­
cinity revealed the fact that the bear had walked 
round and round the sleeping man, uut feared to 
attack him, he being in such close proximity to the 
fire. When the bear started away he was within 20 

feet of Miles, who all this time was unconscious of 
the danger that menaced him. Mr. Miles says this 
was the first and only time that the slightest fear has 
been experienced by him, although many hair-breadth 
escapes are chronicled in relating his numerous ad­
ventures. 

A Rum Story. 

'"'-OHN FRASER tells a story, of rum and 
mosquitoes, which is pretty good, while 
the manner of getting rid of the mosquitoes 

was quite novel. He, together with Judge 
Estee, George Atkin, Chauncey Kyes and 
James Shepherd, borrowed a canoe of John M. 

Hursh, with the intention of going to Saginaw for 
provIsions. The trip was easily made going down, 
but it was very hard w.ork getting back, the current 
being so swift. It was in the autumn, and the prev­
alence of ague during this season of the year 
induced them to purchase a gallon of whisky before 
starting. "Jim" Shepherd thought of working a 
scheme to get a jug of rum home without having it 
sampled by his comrades, and claimed to have pur­
chased it for "bitters" for his father. The rest of 

· the boys said nothing, but determined to ha \'e a fair 
· sample of the rum if strategy could obtain it. After 
· loading the canoe with provisions they started up the 
stream, taking turns in puJling the canoe against the 
rapid current, while the fierce rays of the sun beamed 
down upon them, which, ~ith the great exertion 

· necessary to propel the canoe, bathed them in per­
: spiration from head to foot. 

By the morning of the second day, the jug which 
contained the whisky was empty, and they begged 
" Jim" to give them a drink of his rum, even offering 
to pay an exorbitant price for the same; but he per-

= = 
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sistcntly refused. The mosquitoes were getting so 

~ trouulesome that it seemed impossiule to withstand 
4 their attacks, and a scheme was devised which at 
T last allowed them some rest. One of the party 

stripped to the buff, and smeared himself from head 
to foot with grease from a bacon rind, which was 
found to be an effectual protection so long as the 
surface was well coated with the unctuous but not 
very pleasantly aromatic embrocation . The others 
followed suit, and the voyagers were thus enabled to 
keep their craft moving all the ti.ne. 

Arriving at last at the house of Mr. Hursh, they 
concluded to stay all night; and two of the party 
were detailed to watch Shepherd make a disposition 
of his jug, he fearing the loss of its contents. Not 
long after the canoe was unloaded, he slipped out to 
the woods and secreted the jug in an old hollow 
stump. Fraser and others made a note of its 10c.'1-
tion, and when it became dark, made their way to 
the spot and all took a hearty draught. The next 
morning the same was repeated, and the empty jug 
left standing, covered with leaves, which were so = = skillfully arranged that no signs of its being disturbed * were visible. Whel1 " Jim" went after his treasure 

= = and iound only an empty jug, he became frantic and 
wanted to whip the whole crowd; but, not knowing 
which one to begin on, finally concluded to let the 
matter drop. His penuriousness taught him a valu­
able lesson, and he was always willing to divide any 
thing after that. 

~---~---<> 

A Heart-Breaking Loss. 

V ING neither stock nor grain to sell, the 
early comers were sorely puzzled to ohtain 
provisions for their families. Everything 

was turned to account. Shingles were virtually 
legal tender for all debts except taxes, but the 
settlers had no means of getting them to market. 

'1 Considerable quantities of maple sugar were manu­
A factured in the spring-time, which was afterward 

~
:~_ taken to Saginaw loy boat and exchanged f~r groceries 

and dry goods. 
John Fraser, Mason Foutch, George Atkin and 

George Howorth started for Saginaw one morning in 
May with the proceeds of their spring work, co~sist-

illg of 800 pounds of choice maple sugar. The 
canoe was a small one, and, being heaVily loaded 
sank deeply into the water .• They had not proceeded 
far before the boat ran over a snag and capsized 
throwing the contents in the water. Not one cake of 
sugar was recovered, and the loss was a severe one. 
An entire failure in crops to-day would not be half 
so hard to withstand as was the loss of that canoe 
load of sugar at that time. Atkin wept like a child 
at the prospect of want now in store for the family 
they being almost destitute of clothes and havin~ 
no means of procuring any. 

All the men except Fraser returned home, he 
being the only one of the party having any money. 
He drifted down to Saginaw, made his purchases and 
helped his less fortunate neighbors out of sorry their 
plight. 

An India.n Suicide. 

HERE are some very interesting anecdotes 
rclatrd of lhe Indians, and the hhtory of 

R Isabella would not be complete without 
mention being made of some occurrences 
which happened not very long since. Most of 
the actors in the few incidents related are liv­

ing 011 the reservation near Mt. Pleasant, and the 
stories, gathered from first hands, are correct. 

It is believed among the Indians that none of 
their people ever commit suicide; but one old fellow , 
actually did so far forget their customs that in a 
moment of desperation he plunged a knife into his 
bosom and started on his journey to the happy hunt­
ing grounds alone. Judge Bennett is responsible for 
this, as well as several other Indian stories, and his 
well known popularity among the Indians gave him 
almost 'the supremacy attained by a chief. 

Me-saw-bay was quite a talented, but somewhat 
demented, old Indian, whose mind was always rumin­
ating upon the wrongs done the noble red man by 
thei r white brothers. He had made several trips to 
Washington to see the" Great Father" and unfold 
his grievances, but no official notice was taken of 
them. He often took long walks through the forests, 
and wbile out for one of these lonely rambles, plunged 
his hunting-knife into his bosom. When the body 
was found. an inquest was held in the old court-house, 
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and a verdict rendered that he died by his own hand, 
there being no trace found of other footprints besides 
those of Me-saw-bay. Judge Bennett wanted to turn 
the corpse over to the Indians for burial, but they re­
fused to receive it, declaring that some white man 
had killed him, and they would not bury the old man. 
The body was thus left on the hands of Judge Ben­
nett, who vainly tried to get some one to help him 
wIth the interment. It was midwinter, anf! the 
ground was solidly frozen; but the Judge, armed 
with a pick and shovel, started for the woods and dug 
a hole, to which place he carted the body of the dead 
Indian and gave him a decent burial. 

The Most Blood-Curdling Hair-Breadth Escape 
of All. 

OHN Landon, Wm. Miles and his brother 
Daniel, while out on a hunting expedition, 
spied a bear a short distance away. Miles 

and Landon fired simultaneously, wounding 
the animal, which started to run. Landon 
endeavored to head him off, when the bear 

made for him with the intention of eating him. Hav­
ing become entangled in the brush, Landon was un­
able to free himself, and in his struggles fell down 
just as the bear reached him! In the meantime 
Miles came up from behind and, taking deliberate 
aim, shot the infuriated bear, which fell dead by the 
side of Mr. Landon, whose position was indeed a 
ctitical one. His chance for being shot was almost 
as good as that of being killed by the bear. When 
questioned in regard to the danger of shooting his 
staunch friend, Miles replied: "I would rather' shoot 
you myself than see a bear tear you to pieces." 

Love at First Sight. 

i ERHAPS the quickest case of match-mak­
~l r ' .~ ing on record in this county, is that of Wm. 
Jtll~' Riley and his present wife. Mrs. Riley No. 
~I( J I was an Indian squaw (Sophia Gruett) who, 
J~\. unable to withstand the changes in did and 

climate, succumbed to the inevi tab Ie. 
William, not having a relish for the onerous duties 

devolving upon both farm and household, concluded 
to engage a housekeeper. Hearing of a woman at 
the county farm who desired a situation, William 
drove over and had no trouble in making satisfactory 
arrangements. She accompanied him home, and, 
during the few miles which intervened between the 
coullty farm and Mt. Pleasant, William proposed to, 
and was accepted by. his present wife. It was a case 
of love at first sight. he having never seen her until 
that morning; yet, with William, to love was an easy 
matter, and the needs of his household were press­
ing ones. Meeting Rev. R. P. Sheldon on the high­
way near Mt. Pleasant, William wished him to marry 
them without taking the trouble to get out of the 
wagon. Not being so romantically inclined, the 
Reverend insisted that the party go into the house of 
a Mr. Brown who lived near, to which they assented. 
Mrs. Browll kindly threw open her parlors, and the 
wedding was consummated on brief notice. 

They are doing nicely, and are as well mated, per­
haps, as though they had known each other for years. 

Isabella a Good County. 

HE coming of some of the most prosperous 
inhabitants of the county was purely acci­
dental. One of these was D. H. Nelson, 

who came in 1857 to witness the Indian pay­
ment, but had no intention of locating in this 
section. While he was here his father came to 

see him and bought some land. The first work he 
ever did in the county was to help clear off and grub 
an acre of ground, on which the court-house is now 
located. Mr. Nelson says he has never regretted his 
decision to remain here, and there is no place like 
Mt. Pleasant and Isabella County to him. 

As stated in a previous paragraph, M03es Brown 
brought in a small stock of goods in the fall of 1865, 
and opened up in the bar-room of the Bamber House. 
The only significance to be attached to that state­
ment is, that both he and Judge Cornelius Bennett 
arrived the same day, Brown on a peddler's cart, and 
Bennett, then a young lad, on foot. Brown accident­
ally hroke his c~rt before reaching Mt. Pleasant, an~ 
had to send it back to St. John's for repairs. It took 
so long to repair it that he made up his mind to stay, 
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* as trade was fair, and'to this day he is 'Iuite all act ive 
~ busin ess man, dealing in all sorts of commoditi es, 
,)}ft from a eoor.-skin to a section of la nd. 
'r They tell the story on Judge Benn ett, that hi s first 

10 purchase wasa blind ox; and, havi ng all hi s money 
thus invested and the ox not beir,g fat enough to 
butcher, he too was forced to stay until the succulent 
grasses in the sprin g cou ld fatten his recent pur­
c hase. While waiting for thi s to occur, he found 
employment, and by the time spring had arrived he 
was doing quite ni cely in a financial way, a nd h::td 
no desire to go elsewhere. FrOlll that humbl e com­
mencement, we find him to-day rankin g a n long the 
wealthiest a nd 1lI0st popular men of th e co unty , and 
his en ' erpri se has Jone much tow:ud peopling a 
large portion of it, he havi ng been engaged (Iuite 
la rgely in lluying and selling real estate. 

i, ) 

The Indians' Love of Whisky. 

.... r~.~ 

~ E ARLY all the Indians were members of 
= the Methodist and Lutheran Churches, but jr' . ~ all of them loved whisky, and never lost 

~ •• an opportunity to gratify th ei r tastes in this 
respect. 

~ Isabell a City, while in its palmy days, was a 

gre::tt lo::tfing place for the J ndian s, where, though no 
whi sky coulll he obtained, the more elderly ones 
would frequently get tipsy, The secret was un­
earthed Oll e day, lly findin g an I ndi an (I'ay- she-no-
nee) lyin g at the rear end of Mr. Babbitt's store, in 
the lumber room of which was a barrel of ha rd cider. 
The door being open afford ed all necessary explana­
tion, and this su pply was soon shut ofr. Upon this 
particular evening, several of the Ind~n elders, dea-

::tIl his ~Ili ght, lmt having :t ha rd time trying to foi;:: 
the trat!. He was followed by George Bradle 

d
' .. y,an. 

other Me tho 1st mll1lster, who was sober but w d ' 'ante 
to hear what Pay-she-no-nee had to say. Aft 
preachin g to the Lord for a while and extolIing h~: 
mercy and goodness, he began complimenting th 
?evi l UpOl.l hi s excellent attributes, and was lavis~ 
In express ion s of fealty to Satan and his cause. This 
was more than Bradley could stand, as it seemed that 
his favorite exhorter was impolitic, to say the least. 
Hurrying lip to where Pay-she-n~-ne.e was standing, 
by a l<lrge pine stump, and deltvenng a wonderful 
add ress in hard 1 y intelligible language, Bradley ac­
cos te(l hilJ~ a nd ask~<1 Wl.1Y he was so complimentary 
to the deVil, who, wllh hi S hosts, the Christians were 
so earnestly trying to conlluer. Bracing up as well 
as he was able, Pay-she- no-nee replied: "May-be 
me die some time. If me good, then I sure to go to 
heaven . May-be get drunk, then the devil sure to 
get me. Me already know Cod: now \rant to know 
devil." Bradley fearing some sauer Indian might be 
in hearin g, upon whom such an argument would 
work disastrou sly to the Methodist cause, helped 
Pay-she-no-nee home as quickly as possitle. 

The love of the Indians for liq uor is truly surpris­
in g, and we have been informed by good lI,llthority, 
that out of nearly 2,000 who came to this county in 
I R5 6, only the chief, Sa-shaw-na-bees, would not 
drink it. 

Pioneer" Pleasures." 

A. Dun ham, one of the old settlers 
reached Isabella County, in com· 
with his son, in 1861. The first 

" here, 
~,tc- ' " pa ny 

~~,"f.,.. 

\\\.\ man he met after hi s arrival in the new 
cons and class-leaders were pretty well "corned" county was" U nclc Robbins," from whom he 
before M r. Babbitt knew anything abo ut it, and they made inquiries concernin g lands, and was told 
had hard work to get them started home, some of to go to 'Squire Estee, who would tell him all he 
them becoming quite quarrelsome and threatening to wanted to know. '\ Mr. Dunham found the 'Squire. 

C) burn the store. This was averted, h~we ver, by Mrs. a nd , after partaking of a fine dinner, started out and 
1 Babbit t, who at a ll times seemed to exe rt great in- selected a tract of land, and determined to build a 

~
"~r fluence o ver tllem, a nd they wandered off through the shanty for his family. U nable to obtain an ax any· 
~ woods, whoo!Jing and yelling. where in the county, he started his boy off for Alma 
; The Indian Pay-she-no-n ee was quite a preacher, to get the ind ispensable article. When the boy re-

a nd was on e of the most enthusi as tic workers in the turned he bro ught with him an old second-hand ax, 
Methodist Church. He started home preaching with with which he built his cabin, that sheltered eight 
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children, the old woman and hitllself, and was set- scratched and hruised. To undertake the cutting of 
tied in his new home in just three weeks from the day a deer's throat, although entangled in a mass of float- ~B 
he selected his land. From this time he lived COI11- ing logs, is no easy matter, and but few men would lA,.· r,. 
fortably, and had plenty of maple sugar, leeks and attempt it. It, 
hominy. While many hardships have been under- ~ 

G> ~---<l 
gone, Mr. Dunham has prospered, and yel refers to 
the days of his "pioneering" as being the most 

Pioneer Sociability, 
pleasant of his life! .,~ 

, ~rrrl'p! N tho," pio"", day' oeighbo," W'" '0 few 
~~.$~-~ ~,ll J and far hetween that it was customary to ~ 

~: ' omit the fashionable call,.and, ~Jitching up 0.'. 

Nearly all the Men in the Army, . the team of oxen, go to a neighbor s to spend t'­
the entire day and eat dinner with them , Tea 
and coffee, as well as other provisions, being 

• URING the late war, nearly every man 
~ therefore very scarce and very high-priced,- one 

' ) able for military outy went into the army. 
jl !.~\::· .~l" pound of tea alone costing $2.so,-many odd substi-
J~'\!i!I'" A man was taken sick at a lunlln!r cam t> tutes were used . Mrs. Woodworth tells of a day 
~ near Mt. Pleasant; and, to be cared for, was spent with a friend who, in the absence of tea or cof-

/ carried over to Mrs . Ellen Woodworth's, who . 
• fee, steeped the inSide bark of the pine for a beverage. 

lived near. His illness proved fatal, ano the 
Dried strawberry leaves were often used instead of 

help of men could not be obtained who were able to 
tea. Scorched peas, beans, barley and corn made 

carry the body to the cemetery. The four daughters .\J'. 
coffee. Sweet cakes were made with yeast :llld = 

of Mr. and Mrs. Preston-Mrs. Allie Fancher, Mrs. = 
sweetened with maple sugar; and if fruit-cake was ,..~ 

Ellen Woodworth, and the Misses Celia anrl Emma ,;v .. 
Preston-procured a bier, and with their own hands desired they had but to stir the dried fruit in this ;~ 
carried the body to the cemetery ana buried it! 
There was a shoemaker living near where Maj. Long's 
printing-office now stands, whose name was Bently, 
but neither would he go, nor allow one of his hands 
the privilege of paying this tribute of respect to a 
dead stranger! 

An Odd Method of Capturing a Deer. 

same preparation. 

Two More Bear Stories. 

N 1875, Mrs. Nancy Brown was going from 
Mt. Pleasant to her home a half mile east 
of the village, when she espied something 

moving along the road on all fohrs . It bein g 
dark and objects not distinctly discernible, she 
thought it was Bi lly Gruett (an Indian), who 

R. A. E. Chatterton once had quite an cx- intended playing a joke upon her. Telling him to 
/ citing ad\'enture with a deer at a point in get out of the way and stop his nonsense, she was 

"~I 
~ the river nearly opposite the village of Mt. about to give the object a push with her foot, when '. 

\ :' Pleasant. Seeing a large buck complacently the bear (not Billy Grnett), reared upon its hind feet, 
;, '. making its way across the stream IIpon the and with a sonorous growl invited Mrs. Brown to 

.',' 

c . \ 

floating logs which covered its bosom, Mr. C. come a little nearer. She was too badly frightened y' 
determined to effect its capture. Meeting midway to run, and as the hear did not advance she stood ,1 
of the stream, he seized it by the head, when a series her grollnd. A wagon, happily for her, came along, ~. 
of "bucking" on the part of the deer were executed and the llear ran away. ~~ 
which outrivaled Mark Twain's" Mexican plug." It She states ,that often when picking herries in the ~" 
was" rough-and-ready fight, but Mr. Chatte rton woods hears have walked very near her; and once, 
finally came off victorious, although considerably when picking the fruit, standing on a tree which 
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'-f~ -It had blown almost down, she looked beneath , a nd by one of them and lived quite ha ppily for a year or 
,(iJ there, within three feet of her, was a n e normous bear ~wo, w,hen hi s wife wa.s ta~en suddenly and alarmingly 
.:.,}' sittin g on his haunches eatin g blackberri es, a nd eye- Ill. Cvndolences bel11 g III order, several of his former 

, in g her complacently ! The bear was co nten t to go swee t-hearts came in to assist in caring for the sick 
.. ~) away, lea vin g her unmolested , although badly fr ight- woman; a nd the tender passion again quickened in 

ened . the breast of Me-she-gay-ka-kee, and he proposed 

Indian Morals Concerning Murder. 

HE RE is an Indian Ii vin g in lsabell a T own­
shi p who is (luite promill ellt , not on ly with 
thosc of hi s own race but a lso :ulIong the 

whi tes as well , to whom a story is a ttac l1cd 
that is truc in e very sense. H e, with hi s 
yQ llllg wife a nd aged mother, had gone on a 

hunting ex pedi tion to one of th e northern cou nti es a 
few years ago , whe n the following incide nt occurred: 

It was la te in the a utumn and t rapping was ex­
cellent. A large number of furs had heen collccted, 
a nd thc party' were con gratula tin g thclll sel vcs upon 
the res ult in a pecuniary way, when t he mother fell 
sick. A b risk snow-storm came on, which delayed 
their departure for home, and the in valid mother 
continued to grow worse. She declared her inabi lity 
to travel , a nd a council was held be tween the wife 
a nd he r husba nd , who both agreed that they II1Llst 
leave for home at once, for fea r a snow-storm should 
come which wo uld render trav c1ing impossilJIc. 

The loving SOil went in to the wi gwalll to rcporl the 
decision to hi s aged parc nt; but, fin u ing he r asice p, 
dealt her a tap on the head with hi s hatchet, when, 
to use hi s own ex pression, "she just straightened out 
and q uit breathing!" With their hatchets a holc was 
dug in the ground , some ba rk piled over the old 
lady 's remai ns , a nd the husband an u wi fe packed \I p 
their t raps and pelts, a nd made their way back to the 
.rese rvation in [sa lJell a, sati s fi ed that under the cir­
CUlll sta nccs thcy had uone the proper thing by d ispos­
ing of thc old woman, as shc was so old that oilly a 

l..~ few more mo nths of life, ullde r the most fa vorabl e 
1. circumstances, could be hoped for ! 
'" (":;"! The U. S. Government had built a blacksm ith shop, 

~:~ as well as a mill and the council-house, a t I sabell a City. 
; [, Me·she-gay-ka-kee, the forema n of thc shojJ, was a 
Ir..-~ ha ndso1l1 e Indian , a nd was conside red a great "catch " 
"-; amon g the d usky maiden s. H e was fi nally captured 

a nd was accepted by another one of the charming 
d a ughters of the fore st. Th e wedding day was set , 
they thinkin g the sick wife co uld not possibly survive 
more t ha n two or th ree d ays at the farthest. In this 
they were di sa ppointed, she bein g, apparently, in an 
im proved condition on the day the wedding was to 
take place. 1\1 e-she-gay-ka-kee hardly knew what 
to do. lI e d id not think it ju st the thing to have 
two wiv l:s in the housl: a t oncc, a nd feeling convinced 
that the sick woma n m ll st di e 'some time, at least, if 
not ju st th en, held a conference with wife number 
two, and it was decided to di spose of her in the easi. 
est way possible. She was carri ed out and deposited 
on the groun d in a fence-corner, a kettle filled with 
cooked corn placed by her side, a fter which she was 
coverl:d with pieccs of uark a nd lcft to her fate . She 
liveu, surrounded by these proofs of affection, for two 
days before death came to her relief! All this time 
the newly marri ed pair were e njoy ing themselves in 
hi gh glee, happy in the unexpected good fortune 
which allowed true love to run smoothly! 

These stori es are related solely because they be­
long to the hi story of this beautiful county, and ac­

tuall y occurred, at an early d ay. They are typical 
of Indian life, a nd nothin g was thought of such acts, 
they bein g considereu strictly legitimate. 

An Old Newspaper. 

' R S. E llen Woodworth has a copy of No. 
, 2 1, Vol. I , of thc Nortltern Pioneer, the 

~tt;" '\ fir~ t paper published in the count!. This 
'}\\\'\' was Is,ued ]Iln e 7,1865, a nd from Its pages 

. ;. '. are noted several im porta nt items regarding men 
in business at that time. T he Pioneer was a 

four-column folio, 1 2 in-:hes by 1 4 in size, but was a 
relll a rkably spicy journ al. 

We notice by the abo ve pape r that most of the 
cou nty offices were fill ed by Hon. I. A. F ancher, his 
busine<;s ca rd a ppeari ng as P rosecuting Attorney, 
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Circuit Court Commissioner and County Surveyor. 
William H . Nelson was Judge of Probate; John (,2. 

~ A. Johnson, Sheriff; Langdon Bently, Treasurer; 
t Miltun Bradley, Clerk; Wallace W. Preston, Regi,; ter 
C) of Deeds; and Cornelius Bennett, attorney and 

counsellor at law. The post-office address of al\ 
these gentlemen was "Blunt P. O. ," except W. I I. 
Nelson, who was a resident of Isabella City. 

The peculiarity of Judge Bennett's card, in fvhich 
his name appears as 

.. . ,. 
c:I 
c:I 

~ 

C. BENNETT, LT.. H., 

gave rise to much speculation among the ladies as to 
the significance of the abbreviated title. The Judge 
was at that time a young man, and was looked l1\ :on 
with much favor by the mammas who had marri :lge­
able daughters. The young lawyer was possessed of 
very little cash; ' but a pleasant face and affable man-

ners more than made amends for lack of funds, and 
he became the center of attraction for a host of pretty 
girls whu swarllled abuut hilll as do Illoths abuut :\. 
lighted canUle. 

One, to whom more attention was paid than the 
rest, fondly imagined herself certain of becoming the 
future Mrs. Bennett. She was interviewed hya COJIl­

mittee selected f0r the purJlo;;e of ascertaining what 
LL. B. was attached to Mr. Benn etl:s nallle fur, they 
having good reason to suppose her possessed of the 
knowledge. After much adroit questioning, she con­
fidentially admitted that she, too, had been equal\y 
inquisitive, and had importuned the Judge until the 
information had been gained that the letters meant 
" Lots of Little Bennetts!" Thus was the secret ex­
ploded, and the Judge's dream of happiness made 
public, for "women" have no secrets! 

- ----~------ -....... . <x::;x>--

T· a point on the east hank of 
the Chippewa River, where 

a history which, though brief, is important in a notice 
of this nature. 

there is a clear and rapid The county seat of Isabella County was first es-
stream near a hundred fe et tal.lished, hy commissioners appointed by the State \. 
broad, with banks of good Legislature, a t the geographical center of the county. ~::; 
height, and furnishing water- This W2,S engineered by Dr. Jeffries, John G. Isbel\ ' " 

power for a generous extent of and George W. Lee, who located in partnership a 
works and machinery, is the beau- section from the corners of four townships, giving the 
tiful and enterprising village of Mt. new county seat the name of Isabella Center. The 
Pleasant situated. It is the coun- Doctor bllilt a small log (ourt-house and endeavored 

ty seat of Isabella County, a village to work lip a boom for the town, but failed. The 
~1 of over 2,000 inhabitants, handsome- county offices were all kept in two rooms, but the p ". 

'( 
ly laid out with uroad and straight accommodations being scarcely sufficient, efforts were 

I
·L0\elf.,'~ streets, VI ell built; and the mercan- made to change the location of the county seat, ~f~' 
_ tile estahlishments present an air of which was effected May TO, 1860. The present site HI 

business unexcelled by any village when selected was a wilderness, with no approaches .*. 
of Northern Michigan . It has. ill save" tote roads," and no future perceivable. (. ', 

, comlllon with nearly every county seat ill Michigall, IsalJ(;lIa City, on the river a mile Lclow, was built ~ 
~;~ rt ... 
~~~J"\.®-~€--~-~2...,/~"(~un:«nu;~-~ . '·· .. ~ ; ' : ::'~(I.)_I\~:~! 
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~1! in IXS 7, and was a t that time lh l: only piau: in t h e lhe first m all: c hild bom in ML Pleasant. This event 
~10 collnty where uusiness was d o ne, that be in g th e occurred April J S, J 862, 

ISABELLA COUNTY. 

:.:; locality occupied by the grist. mill for aborigin al use, Of course, improvements were very slow, as but few 

'r a store an d some shops and dwellings. The first people were li vi ng in the co unty and very little land 

r
~ plat of the vill age of ML Pleasant was m ade by was under cultiva ti on . 

David Ward. He was assisted in this survey by I. H. A. Dunton put in a stock of ge neral merchan_ 
E. Arnold, o ne of the most prominent citizens of the dise in I R64, which was the first venture in a mer-

village. can til e way . J o hn Kinney, a gentl e man well known 
Five acres was donated by Mr. Ward for cou nty in the co unty afterward, purchased this stock of goods 

I purposes, an d a court-house was built by W. H. and th a t of Mr. J. C. Graves, who started a store in 
it Nelson, which cost the county $qo. It was accepted th e summer of th a t year. 

<>€J July 12, 186o, a nd the first terrn of court was held in Th e Ramuer H ouse was th e first hotel in the place, 
(:-)'iJ it in that year. The re were no natu ra l ad vant<lges a nd was kept uy W. W. Preston. 

at the gl:ogmphical center, and the fo und e rs of th e M 05l:'> Brown was th e next man to embark in the 

town ow nt d on ly [,7 00 acres o f tanu, whi ch was sur- m e rcanti le li ne, whose stock was composed of a 

round ed on a ll s ides by th l: Indian reservation, that miscellaneous assortml:n t of dry good s, which he 

had ueen ceded to be h eld in perpetuity for them a nd brought in on a peddl er's cart a nd displayed in the 
their heirs forever. This was a lso nsed as a lever ua r· room of th e above m entioned hotel. 

when the question of voting on the relocation of th e John Kinn ey uuilt a log house th at was nsed for 

county seat was given th e people. Fo remost in this school purposes, and the first school in the village 

matter were Nelson Mosher, John M. Hursh, A. M. was taught by Mrs. Ellen 1.. Woodworth, in 1865, 
:Merri ll, David Ward a nd C h a rl es Rodd (the latter This house was also used for c hurch and other pur-
a n Indian), who were a ll possessed of much influe nce poses, and the first Sabbath-school orga nized in the 

amo n g t h e Ind ia ns, to whose vote th e location of the vill age was in this building, in [865, the orginators of 
cou nty seat at ML P leasan t was ma inly due. Ward, that movement be ing Mrs.!. A. Fancher, Mrs. Ellen 

although the owner of on ly 120 ac res , was quit e Woodworth and Mrs . Langdon Bently. 

I 
li be ral with hi s lots; and, uesides the donation of fi ve John Kinney, Esq., cam e to the county in 1855, , 
acres for coullty purposes, h e gave live of th e Indian a nd was appoi nted first Postmaster of this village. 

c hi efs 17 acres on the west bank o f th e rive r opposite He, although not a resident of the place at this time, 

th e old depot, which of course made them hi s fri end s; is largely interested in th e growth and prosperity of 

and a number of lo t s were distributed among the ML Pleasant, having a large a mour,t of real estate 
men be fore m ention ed, as well as to several India ns in side th e corporate limits. 

who were laboring in hi s in te rest. The whole vote The first mill e rected in the vill age was uuilt by 

in the county did no t exce~d 400, and th e m ajority H apner Bros., in 1866. The first grist-mill was built 
cou ld not have been Vl: ry grl:at. It was a wi se thing hy H a rris Bros., iI)' X7 2. 

to do, huwe vl:f, and a mo re elegibk location for a In , 863, the future of Mt. Pleasant was very inaus-

coun ty seat cannot be found . picious. There were on ly three or four houses in the 
The vi ll age of ML Pleasant was agai n platted in place, a nd they were small. J o. Miser had a story-

1863, thl: proprietors then being George and Harvey a nd-a-half ho use, whi ch stood in the street west of 

M Orl on. whl:re t he Fancher Block s tands. This house was 
The first family locatin g o n the villa ge plat was shee ted in side to th e gaules, a nd covered with a 

~ that of Dr. Edwin P. Burt, who uuilt thl: house , o r a shin gle roof. 1. E. Arnold h ad unilt a house near 

J. part of it, where Mrs. Preston now resides. where the Flint & Pere Manluette depot stands. 

~
' Isabella Hursh was th e first female child born i n- Nelson Moshl:r had built the house now occupied by 

sid e the village linlits, hut thi s eve nt occlll'red long his son's' widow, whi ch was the third house erected 
c" 

before M t. Pleasant was tho ught of. The datl: of ill th e village. 

@,' her birth is m e ntioned elsewhere. 1. A . Fancher drafted the pl a t of this village in 

Dexter f. Arnold, th e present Villagl: C lerk, was Jun e of J 1'163, H e took a n ac tive part in developing 
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and otherwise assisting the growth of the place, alld Mt. Pleasant is not Gurdened with debt, but is ~ 
is yet, although permanently located at Detroit, aid- bonded for $10,000 to complete the payment of the ~ 
ing in every way every measure looking toward the Holly system of water works, which was established ;Ji;" 
advancement of her business interests. in I 882, at a cost of $16,000. The village is by this r 

The first hardware store in the village was stocked mealls not only secure from great danger by fire, but ~ , 
by Doughty Bros., who still carryon the business, an excellent supply of pure water can at all times be 
and have one of the largest and neatest stores in the obtained. Mains will be laid during this year through 
place. The first brick Glock erected in the village all the principal streets, allll those living relllote from 
was the building which they now occupy andfown. the husiness centers will he thlls affonkd the sallIe 
It was erected in r876. protection in case of fire. The Fire Department 

1. A. Fancher and Carr & Granger erected their have a splendidly eqllipped hook and ladder trllck, 
fine brick blocks in 1877, thereby adding largely to with buckets, dc., anti a hose company who have, 
the value of the business portion of the village. and can operate to good advantage, 1,000 feet of 

Tunis W. Swart erected his block in 1879, an(\ three-inch hose. H. H. Graves is Chief of the de-
Albert 13. Upton built !he Opera-House Block the partment. 
following summer. This is the finest block in the Mt. Pleasant has had several disastrous fires, but 
village, and the opera house is conceded to be the the one in 1875 was the Illost serious which has ever 
finest one this side of Detroit. In this block is located occurred in the village. Twelve stores, with nearly 
the bank of Hicks, Bennett & Co, real-estate and all of their contents, were destroyed, entailing a loss 
other offices. of almost $50,000 upon thei r owners, which at the 

There are several fine brick residences in the town, ime was keenly felt. Very little insurance was car-
and a number more will shortly be erected. ried upon the same, but with a small capital most of 1) = The first election after the incorporation of Mt. them again started in business, and to-day not a = 
Pleasant was held May 1 I, 1875, resulting in the trace remains of the disaster. Handsome brick stores (4-= election of tJle following gentlemen: President, John have taken the place of the wooden buildings, and = 

'~\' 
Maxwell; Trustees- Cornelius Bennett, Wm. Rich- there arc no villages of the size that excel Mt. Pleas- ,,/ 
mond, John A. Harris, Wilkinson Doughty, Dan. H. ant in the number of stores and amount of stock 
Gilman and George W. Brower; Clerk, Geo. N. carried by her merchants. ,) 
Mosher: Assessor, 1. E. Arnold; Street Com mis- The first school-house was built where the houses 
siOller, John Fox; Marshal, Cicero Kimball. of Messrs. Ward & King now stand. It was used 

The present officials are: President, Robert for a long time by the Methodists for church purposes 
Laughlin; Trustees-J. N. Vansice, Michael Mur- priOl to the erection of their church. 
tha, Peter Gardiner, Dennis Ryan, 1'. W. Ral ph and Mrs. Mary Preston relates how they built the first 
Michael Garver; Treasurer, J. A. Harris; Clerk, Methodist church, and how good the people felt to 
Dexter F. Arnold; Street Commissioner, Will. J.. have their own place in which to worship. Rev. 
Topping; Assessor, E. F. McQueen. George Bradley was at the time doing missionary 

The first vote polled was 123, which was increased work among the Indians, having been sent by the 
to 347 in 1884. bishop to this field of laGor. Services were held at 

private houses, in the woods and at school-houses, 

well managed, and her miles of splendid sidewalks but the people felt the need of ha ving a central place 
and nicely graded streets speak volumes. for worship. Mr. Bradley told Mrs. Preston that if 

The business affairs of Mt. Pleasant have been 

1" she would procure a site for the church, he and his (: 
A l)h asant council room is now owned l. y the vl'l- . 

U boys would draw the logs and help bUIld a house. ~ 
1:tge, in which the tire department have their al)l)a· ,·M rs. Preston went to George Morton, who, with his • 

i, '~ ratus and the Opera-House Band make headquarters. ~e' 
brother Harvey, were proprietors of the town, and f'; 

~ 
The Opera-House Band numbers 14 members, and stated the proposition made by Rev. Bradky . Mor- (:. 
di sdains to I)e called" :lIllatellrs," Their penll:tlleld. ton told her to sekct a lot, alld shechoselhe two now I' 

® organization was crfected in r 88 r, althollgh a band owned hy the COli nty, II pon which the jail and sher- C!» 
has been in existence here for years. iff's residence will be erected. .( 
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Mr. Bradley went to work, and was aided hy a ful. Those of A. B. Upton, George Granger, J. C. 
( { ~) number of people friendly to the cause, some of whom Leaton, Mrs. Henry Dunton, Henry A. BOllton and 
.-;~.:;" furnish ed. llimber, etc., and the house, now the coun- w,. w. Prest~n, on Chur:h Street, and Dr. P. E. 
f cil room owned by the village, was built. Everybody RIchmond, 1 . W. Swart, Charles Jeffries, William N. 

was happy when it was completed and regul ar ser- Brown and Mr. Ryan, on Broadway, will com 
vices could be held in it, and many of the old pio- favorably with any village in the North. Shade-t~;~: 
neers in Methodism speak of the joyful meetings are being planted alon g the principal streets and 

f
. , a 

held there ; and tears of regret fall when speaking ew years WIll ensure beautiful avenues shaded by 
of the sorrow caused by the sale of the old building, the leafy elm and handsome maple, beneath th 
it seeming like the sundering of the most sacred ties boughs of which th e pedestrian may take a promen~ 
to give up the old building hallowed by prayers of ade with the greatest satisfaction. 
fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters, although the Mt. Pleasant is noted for the number and excel_ 
elegant church now completed awaited their coming. lence of her hotels, the largest and best of which is 

When Mr. and Mrs. Preston came to Mt. Pleasant th~ Bennett House. This is an. elegant t!-:ree-story 
in 1864, they were well provided with provisions, bnck structure, handsomely finished, and furnished 
clothing, etc., having thought that very little could be in the modern style. It was completed in 1883, by 
procured in th e new country. Two of their children Judge Cornelius Bennett, at a cost of $20,000. It 
had l!een residents in the neighborhood. for two was formally opened ill June, J8R3, l!y lhe prc:sent 

:, ) years previous, and they had undergone much priva- proprietors, F. A. Stebl!ins and Marvin Richardson, 
tion but no real suffering. Mrs. Mary Preston says both of whom are popular gentlemen, and gerJeral 
th t they I ad off: e g I doth thO h favorites with the traveling public. Mr. Richardson ~ a 1, c e, su ar a 1 er IIlgs enoug h I Ii d' lb' 

~ to la!> t them 12 years, and absolutely found it hard to as )een or 20 years engage III t 1e usmess, and 
~ dispose ~ They purchased the house built by Dr. has a reputation ~econd to none as a manager. The 
~ Burt, and had commodious quarters from the date of accommodations are first-class in every respect, and 
.~ their coming. Her daughter Celia wedded Emory the patronage all that could be desired. 
',' H. Bradley, the minister's son, in October, 1864, The Peninsular House is a pleasant, spacious 

which was the first wedding in the village. Mrs. hotel, occupying an elegible location on North Main 
Preston wa!> the first lady who viewed the village of Street. Under the managemeut of Mr. J. N. Van-
Mt. Pleasant from the top of the new court-house. sice, it is a fine paying investment and has a liberal 
Hundreds have since gazed with delight at the beau- share of business. 
tiflll panorama spread l!efore them from that elevated The Exchange Hotel is owned by Mr. Linus D. 
position, and the most perfect view can be obtained , Estee, one of the most cord ial of landlords. This 
from this point, of the village and surrounding is a cheerful, home-like place, where the weary guest 

~. 
country. will find a cordial welcom e, with plenty of good cheer 

that comes from a well filled larder. From 1865, Mt. Pleasant has continlled to grow in 
importance and numbers, until it ranks high among The Bamber House was the first hotel erected in 
the villages in Northern Michigan in a commercial the village, and many noted guests have been 
way. A brief resume is given of her bminess indus- quartered within its walls. It is managed by Patrick 
tries, churches, etc. , which determines well the enter- Donovan, one of the warmest-hearted Irishmen in 
prise of her citizens who anticipate a brilliant future the State, whose friends are legion. 
for the place, and none surely have more natural Michael S. Garvin is proprietor of the Unioa 

~ advan tages. The geographical center of the sOllth- House, the North Main Street hostelry, and the only 
! ern peninsula of Michigan is on section 24 of Coe thin g lacking is room for more guests. 

t1:.~- Township, thus making this county the pivotal No stranger visits thi s village without ' carrying 
q~ point, and Mt. Pleasant the huu, which is destined away pleasant recollections of his accommodations 
;1( to become one of the best business points north of at the excellent hotels during his stay. 

(@) the Saginaws. The Ladies' Library Association is (Illite a flour-
..,.. The residences in thi s village are neat and taste- ishing affair, and the records give proof of its success-

~~~~~~€~ ~---'-?"",, ~"'(~U" I~iUU;-~~_- ·~~~~ 
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ful Harris Bros. are proprietors of the Merchant Mills, 
Six hundred volumes of the choicest literature are in and are doing a fine business. They have three run 

;'f' circulation among the residents of the village. The of stone and ship large quantities of flour, hesides 
management is entirely under the control of the doing a large amount of custom work. The roller 

1J ladies, who have aided the enterprise with their time process has been recently added, which gives them 
and money until the permanent succeas of the asso- increased facilities for the manufacture of flour, their 
ciation is assured. The officers of the society are: brands of which have become famous throughout 
President, Mrs. Charles Westlake; Vice President, Northern Michigan. 
Mrs. ,Will . Hunt; Treasurer, Mrs. W. Dou~hty; The foundry and planing mills of Messrs. Proctor 
Secretary, Mrs. Major Long; Corresponding Secre- & Bamber are centrally located and do <iuite a nice 

, tpary, Mrs·AA .. E. ChLa~~~rt~n; MLilm~rrilan, Mrps: H
k

· Id3. bU:l' ~lhlCSS in thelir line~ f F E 1" & C . 
;( carson; sSlstant luranan, irs. lomas IC ar . e patent- lOOp lactory 0 . • nnce o. IS 

The society occupies pleasant rooms in the Nelson a novelty in its way, a nd promises to revolutionize 
Block, which are open on Wednesday and Saturday the manufacture of barrel hoops entirely. The ma-
of each week. A small sum expended annually gives chine was invented and patented by Mr. F. E. Prince 
the youth of Mt. Pleasar. t ample facilities for becolll- last year, and is the only one of the kind in the coun-
ing conversant with the best and most talented au- try. The average number of finished hoops is 
thors of both history and fiction. This enterprise 400,000 per month. This industry keeps 40 men in 
deserves substantial encouragement from the citizens, employment in getting out the timber, etc., and adds 
who are certainly largely benefitted by the use of so largely to the manufacturing interests of the village. 
much literature at the small outlay a membership Besides these industries, there are a large number 
entails. of blacksmith and wagon shops, harness and shoe = 

Business Interests. 

HE manufacturing interests of Mt. Pleasant 
are confined chiefly to lumber, shingles, 
etc. The mill of Upton & Leaton is the 

most extensive, having a capacity of 30,000 

feet per day, and employing a force of 30 men . 
Allowing 290 working days in a year, the cut 

of this mill averages 8,700,000 feet annually. 
Messrs. J. P. Walker and A. E. Chatterton do an 

extensive business in the manufacture of lumber, 
having both a saw and shingle mill, the capacity of 
which is 15 ,000 feet of lumber and 30,000 shingles 
per day. They had on hand March 1st, 1,300,000 
feet of logs, which, at the low estimate of $6 per 
thousand, distributed nearly $8,000 aillong the farm­
ers frolll this mill alone. c0 The Mt. Pleasant Novelty Works was erected -

.~ during the fall of 1883, and is owned and operated 
,,~ by Messrs. Chas. Jeffords and Charles e. Whitney. 
r~ Th ey manufacture doors, sash, blinds, and also do 
if'. scroll-sawing and ornamental work. Thirty men are 
:~!) employed by this firm when running the mill at its '> full capacity. 

~~~~}-~~~~~----~~ 

shops, all of which add to the business of the village = 
(!f:. in a marked degree. <i'" = In the mercantile line the dry-goods and grocery = 
:.~ trade is very large. The most extensi ve houses in " 

this line are those of JOhil Maxwell, E. E. Wood, A. 
E. Chatterton and E. A. & W. E. Ward. 

The staple and fancy grocery trade is well repre­
sented by D. H . Gilman, W. S. Hunt, Carr & Gran­
ger, D. Ryan, E. G. Curtis, F. L. Davis & Co. and 
-- Kane. 

e. H. Houk and John Kenny do a nice business 
a nd are popular restaurateurs. 

Nearly all the dealers in dry goods carry a large 
as'5ortment of clothing and boots and shoes. Of 
these, Thomas McNamara, H. M. Angell and W. 
Doughty have the most extensive trade. 

W. H . Yerrick & Co. and A. Hall are exclusive 
dealers in boots and shoes, and C. H. Thompson and 
D. Switzer carry a large stock of jewelry, watches, 
clocks, etc. 

The hardware business is immense; and no village 
of such pretentions as Mt. Pleasant can boast of 
larger and fin er establishments in this line than those 
of Messrs. L. N. Smith, Doughty Bros. and Geo. C 
Faulkner & Co. 

The livery business forms an 
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·~~fl most fortunat e in this respect. Of the live ry firms, O. S. Stanton and Ruth M. Davis. All report ~ 
i George McDonald has the finest barn, a nd a splendid splendid trade, and their display of goods is artistic 

(~ lot of horses and fine outfits. The Whitney Brothers and elaborate. 

and V. K. Brown also have splendid turnout s a nd Wadhams & Farrell, S. May and Frank F. Foster 

an excellent trade. deal la rgely in clothing and gents' furnishing goods. 
B. F. Kyes d eals in music, sewing-machines, etc., Everything in their line of merchandise can be pro-

a nd h as quite a ni ce trade . cured at either of th e houses mentioned. 

Two artists, Messrs. Smith and J . T. Conlon, are V. F. Conlogue deals extensively in agricultural 
popular photographers, and their stlldios exhibit implements, fa rm wagons, buggies, etc. 

~,~.. evidences of their skill. R eal estate is rapidly advancing, but bargains may 
'N, Mt. Pleasant is one of the healthiest villages in yet ue obtained of M essrs. Hopkins & Lyon, Jl\dge 

the Peninsular State, yet a number of sk ill ed physi- Cornelius Bennett and W. 1. Cutler, the latter of 
cians reside he re, and th eir bus~ne ss, while not ex- whom has also an austract office. Other firms also 
tensive, hrings with it a nice income. We are pleased handle real ~state, among whom might be mentioned 
to mention the names of th ese gentlemen, a ll of whom Brown <'\: Leaton, A. B. Upton and Hance & Dever_ 
enjoy the respect and con fidence of the community eaux. 

ill a hi gh degree: Drs. P. E. Richmond, M . F. Fas- Russell & Whitney do a legitimate insurance busi-(( ) 
(luelle, F . H. Tyler, J . C. Corbus, L. J . Petz and ness, and allow the above mentioned firms a clear 

.,~ Royal & J . J. Stoner. The different schools of medi- field in real estate. 

~ cine are auly represented by these geutleo1en, among l"he pioneer Lank of Mt. Pleasant is the one 
~ whom the greatest harmony prevails. managed by the finn of Hicks, Bennett & Co. This 

.:::::r Drug-stores are always found where civilization corporation was organized in April, 1875, and has 
= exists, and there is a growin g d emand for the goods since th a t time done a general banking business. 
t; ha ndled in a legitimate business. W. W. Cox & Co. Robert Young was the first cashier; he was suc-

give theirs the significant name, "Peo ple's Drug- ceeded by A. B. Upton, who retired Jan. J, 1884. 
store." This firm ha ve recently opened their store D. Scott Partridge is now the cashier, and by his 
and the stock is complete. Charles Westlake is pro- long business acquainta nce and well known integrity 
pri etor of the "City Drug-store," and is also Post- has added la rgely to the interests of the corporation. 
master of the village. The office being located in hi s The stockholders are all men of wealth and influence, 
store, assures a large trade, aside from the pOJlularity and the finn of Hicks, Bennett & Co., is considered 
of its owner. Messrs. Carr & Granger have a large one of the most reliable in Central Michigan . The 

, and choice line of drugs, chemicals and school-books. bank is located in the Opera-Hou se Block, and have 
Their estahlishment is known as the "Central nrug- commodious qllarters with a fire and burglar proof 

s tore." All three of these houses a re located on safe, secured by a double tim e lock, the same being 
Broadway. The" Main Street Drug-store" is owned fixed in a fire-proof vault constructed especially for 
and operated by Messrs. McQueen & Ralph, whose the purpose . 

excellent tastes arc magnificent in the neat ness of The finn of Brown, Harris 8<. Co. have a neat 

arrangement in di splaying their goods. Not less building opposite the Opera-House Block, and the 

than $30 ,000 is invested uy the four stores in the stockholders are composed of the following well 

,~ drug line alone. known persons, all of whom are quite wealthy: 
! John Craig and Kimball Bros. a re large dealers in William N. Brown, E lizabeth G. Kellogg, M. Dever-, . 

~
;:v fres h ancl salt meats , fish, game, etc. J. E. Wtlcox eaux, Minnie K. Brown, Amelia S. K. May, Samuel 

~ . and Fred l'fer~estel1e~ are en. gaged in the furniture W. Hopkins, n. H. Nelson, John C. Leaton, Harris 
and undertakmg busll1ess. Both carry complete Bros. and J. W . Hance. The bank was opened for 

r., stocks of everything in their line. business Jan 1 2, r883, since which time it has done 

The denta l profession is represented by I )rs. C . A. a splendid uusilles5. John A. 1 farris is the cashier, 

~$~~)r~~~'~"'" '>~ie;'j~ ("(~uu:'«'nu~~-------:~)~~{(·) 
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and no more popular gentlell1an ever (ashcd a ·check . (lcdica;·l: :;-i~~ ···~;(j(j. The- :-~el ~~~:-~:~~--:~~l~~:~ , 

The business is all that could be desired, and is upon th ,lt occasion hy Rev. (;eol!'e B. Jocelvn 1) '" - , . ~ f profitable to the stockholders and convenient fur its I>., LL. D., of Alliion College, assisted hy Rev. F. U. :J.:' .. 

patrons. .-t--=':;:=~;~-:J--- ;f-- Jl ;~~l.~: year of rX72 was a very prosperous one for It 
the society, hoth in :1 fin a ncial and theological way . 
i\1any needed repairs were made upon huth cllllJ'(.:h 

Churches and Societies. :I.IHI I'ars(> r,a;!;( ~ , :111 or which 1 : ~I'I : II S ' : S were d efrayed 
, Ily s lll ,sta nt.i :t! cOlltrilllltiulIS, Mrs. SOIJ\lia Bradlt:y. 

YSTEMIZEI> social Ivork i, cll:lr:I( :te'I·I· -.·tl· c . . , . . ., Widow of Rev. Geo. Bradley, dOllating $250' The 
of civilization t'l'erywhere; alld accordinhly society, with varying fortune, maintained their ground, ~ 
the new oceupants of the soil in the linests gr:ulu :dl y ilH:reasill g the memhership until it hecame . 
Isabella Coullty made haste to organize eviderol that :t new chul'l'h lI1ust lie Innlt to acculI1- ',. 

Churches and societies for the gellerai :tlllel- ll1od:l.lc the nllmllnsdesiring to att.end Methodist ser-
ioration of their condition. We here give a 

sketch of the reli gious an!1 other societies of Mt. 

Pleasant. 
TilE ~IETII{)lJtST C Jl URC II. 

Religious services were held in this co unty Ily 
those who were members of this Church prior to the 
formation of a permanent organization. Rev. R . 1'. 
Sheldon was one of the first ministe rs who came to 
Isabella County; and, upon the fonnatlon of" Chip­
pewa Circuit," which was effected in r 86 r, at the 

annual conference held a t Ba ttle Creek, he was ap­
pointed and placed in charge. Rev. G eorge Bradley 
was the first Presiding Elder. This circuit origin :i1ly 
embraced nearly the wllole of this cOllnty, Illlt as the 

county became more densely seukel and new·ap­
pointments formed it was divid ed , and now em hraces 
Calkinsville, Dushville and all the appointlll.:!nts 

south of th at in the co unty. In 1%3, Rev. R. I' . 
Sheldon was again .lssigned to this circuit, with Rev. 
H . Hall, Presiding Elder. 

The Church records fail to show when fJr where 
the first class was formed. The first mentioll of a 
class was while Rev. Eli W estlake had charge or the 
circuit. He organized one, consisting of 24 pe rsons, 
at the house of Bro. Burger's, in Lincoln Township, 

vices, the present c hlln :h heill g i'l acle'l uate . 

In IXS I Rev. J. K. Stark was appoillted to the 
charge at NIt. Pleasa nt, :lnd his energy in hringing 
abollt the sl1t ;cessflll (;olllpletion of the new church 
is dese rving of cOl11mendation . The old church was 
exchan ged for th ;; site whi ch the new church now 

occupies, the exchange b e ing effected with Mr. D. H. 
Nelson, a wealth y ge ntl eman residing in Mt. Pleas­

ant, who, a fter the transfer had been made, donated 
the old church property, valued at $[,500, to the soci­
e ty. The huildin g was sold tv the vill age of Mt. 
Pleasant for a council room and engine \Jollse, and 
the lot was sold to the co unty, upon whi ch a new 
jail and she riff's reside nce will he erected durin g this 
year. Added to the already large donation ot' Mr. 
Nelson was the princely gift of $2,000 in cash, which 
stimulated the memiJers and friends of the society 
lIntil th ey determined to erect a c hurch edifice that 
w01lld afTonl :ullplc acco11lmodatiolls for many years. 
The cont r:l ct was !ctlO Mr. 1\1. S . . /\ ndersol1, and the 
COl'ller-stollt: was la id with :1.pproJlrialt.: ceremonies 
Jilly J', I XX2, an add ress Ileing mad e by tIle Rev. H. 
M. Joy, l'residil lg Elder of Grand Rapids, followed 
by one from Rev. J. A. Sprague, Presiding Elder of 

this district. 

with Morris Titus as L eader. The name of the cir- The church was opened for services May 6, 1883, 
cuit had been previously changed to Isabella, !Jut in when all the money was raised necessary to li(lllidate 

1870 it was again changed to Mt. Ple"sant Circu it. all incieliledness. Rev. D. F. Barnes preached in (0 

In 1872, Salt River and appointments sOllth wcre the 1Il0rn ing, :tnd Elder Sprague at the evening ser- r 
placed in a separate charge, leaving th e village of vice. ,\ llgust 19, IXS3, the cl~urch was dedicated to filt 

,~, 

Mt. Pleasant, Chippewa :I1l{1 (~lIlick's ~cho{1I-llolise s Almighty Cod, liy Rev. J. A. Sprague, assisted hy L. ~~ 
to be supplied hy the mini ste r stationed at Mt. I'leas- R. Fi ~ I;, ; , D. D., f.L . n . 'I, 

l\!l ant. TIlt : i\1 dh()di ~, t c1l1lr. :h is the fin est and nlost (vj 
')0 The first church at this village was erected :llld CUlllllIUdious huuse or wurs hip III the villaf,;e, and ../ 
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cost, wi th th e ground s, $ 15,000. Th c ~oc i e t y is not 
indellted o ne d oll a r of th e :l.Ill oun t, a nd th e m CI1l-

be rs, as well as lll a ny pe rso ns o uts ide the C h uc h , a re 

e ntitled to great c redi t fo r th e ir li be rality. The 

ch urch is a ha ndsome brick s t ruc tur~, b uil t in the 

Gothi c s tyle of a rc hitecture , wi th a sea tin g capacity 
of 400. Th e furni ture is o f black a sh , trimmed wi th 

walnut. The aco us ti c properties o f th e audi ence­

room a:e un surpassed . The na mes of R e v. R . P. 
Sheldo n , th e fi rst m iniste r, a nd R e v. G eorge Bradl ey, 

the first Presid in g E lder, of C hi p pewa C ircu it , ado rn 

th e memori al wi ndow in th e new church , not solely 

because th ey were the firs t, but th ey were a pair of 

noble workers in th e a rm y of God's mi niste rs, t hro ugh 

whose labo rs much good was accompli shed, and th e 
love a nd respect of th e wh ole C hurc h obta in ed . 

Thi s is .a fi ll in g tribu te to those qu aliti es o f mind 

a nd heart whic h we re su largely inh e re n t in those two 

worthy gentleme n, whose na lll cs will e ver li ve in th e 

hi sto ry of t he soc iety in l sabell a County. On a n­
othe r window a ppea r the na mes of M r. 1>. II . Nelson 

and M rs. AIJigail Babb it t, IJo th o f whom ga ve with 

lavis h han d to ass is t in th e e rectio n of thi s elega nt 

sanc tua ry . 

A new parsonage, correspond in g with th e beauty 

in design an d fini sh of the new ch urch edifi ce, will 
he c rected duri ng th e a utumn o f J gg4. This will 

cost, w he n co m [ll e te, with the lo ts o n which it will l,e 

erected , full y $3 ,000 . 

- --- - - __ -_. _ -.. __ c--_-__ =_ =-_=_--== == 
most ta le nt ed divin es in North e rn Michigan and h~ 

. .. ' IS 
: CJngregatl on a re lo th .to give hlln up, although the 
Inexora lJle law of the C hurch dem a nds it Whe 

" " ' . rever 
th e .Re v. S ta rk IS cal.led, Will th e Church find in him 

one of th e Illos t logical and earnest workers in th 
1 ' e 

t heo oglcal fi e ld. 

T H E P l<ESIl VT ER IAN C H URC H. 

The P resbyteria ns o f Mt. Pl easant .and VICllllt 

we re t he second so .iety to undertake the difficuit 

but a lmost impera ti ve ta sk of e rectin g a place of wor­

sh ip. H avi ng long felt the necess ity of a permanent 

place of meetin g, t he L ad ies' Ai d Society undertook 

to proc ure, a nd did procure, th e present site for a 
churc h buildi ng,~~. r. Corne1i,'ls Ben~ett donating 
on e-h alf the lot . 1 hI S m~gnan rmo Lls gift of the soci­

e l.y stilllulated t he C hurc h me mbe rs and friends to 
unde rt a ke th e e rection o f a c hurc h, and after many 

tri a ls a nd re verses, by di nt of ha rd work and great per­
se ve rance, with th e aid of ma ny a nd liberal subscrip­

t io ll s or the c iti ze ns, th ey s ll cceeded in presenting to 
th e soc iety th e prese nt imposing a nd c heerful struc­

ture, wh ic h was d edicated to Almighty God in Feb. 

ru a ry , 187 5 ,-Rev. Mr. Middlemus, of Saginaw, 
preachin g th e dedicatory se rmon; Rev. Calvin Clark, 

R ev . Mr. Will ett Knott, Turrill Spa rling and others, 
ass istin g. 

T H E UNITARI AN SOCIETY. 

II; th e s ummer of 188 I the Rev. R. Conner, a Uni-
The rul es of th e Me thodist E pi scopal C hurch re- t ari an mini ster, cam e to Mt. Pleasant and delivered 

q uire th a t their mini s te rs sha ll c han ge loca tio ns a t two lectures, to whic h a la rge numue r of the citizens 

least o nce in three years . B elow a re gi ve n th e na mes of thi s p lace lis te ned. The remarks of Mr. Conner 

of th ose wo rthies who h a ve se rved thi s cha rge since a wakened quite a n interest in th e minds of a number 

186 r, toget her with th e dates o f th eir pas to ra te: o f t he thinkin g peo ple o f t hi s vill age, a nd a desire to 

R , 1' . Sheldo n, 1861 - 3 fo rm a society was a ppare nt. R e v. R. W. Savage 
L. M . ( ;arli c, [864 ca m e in Se ptembe r, 1881, a nd d elive red a course of 
D. n. F ox, I X6S teet u res , and in t he foll o wing month effected a per-J. WelJ\), l%u - 7 
' / ' , S" <.!68 ma ll e nt o rganizatio n, with abo llt 20 memuers . . , . ' pencer, 10 
W. T . Willi a ms, 18uI) For o ne yea r and a half a fter it:; organization the 
Eli Westlake, 1870 - 2 meetin gs we re held in th e O pera H o use. During this 
( ;. W, (;oslin g , 1i)73 . I " d' I d I. 

,--') } ' I [ S I ' co tlill e t Ie socIety IIl c rease 111 s trengt 1 an nUll1uers, 
/ '" ' . par IIl g, 1" 74- 5 
, A ( . J> I co 6 a lld th e lI ecessi ty of a lle rlll a nent IJlace of meeting 1. . " )eae I , 1" 7 

W. W. Wa re, I g77 -x was fel t. The s ulJjec ~ was di sc ussed, and finally . ':') .' J. H . Bready, 187'J phns, draw n by Donaldson & Meier, of Detroit, 
(~ :t J. W. UIIl e nlJeck, ti·;So we re ado pted, C. C. Whi t ney was the contractor. 

0# 1, J. K. Stark, I Xg 1 - .1 ' /'1 k I I I. ' ld' . . Ie wo r was leg lln on t le ne w c hurch ulll 109 10 

( The latte r is t he prese nt I'asto r, whose labo rs ha ve l'e lJl'll a ry , ISS3, a nd co mpleted in December of the 

(.. bee n frau ght wi th mil ch sLlcce ss. H e is one o f the sa m e year, a t a cost of $3,000. The frescoing is a 

[~~.A r.:- ,, ~,~ ,'1', ~ r"o '( ' r111 t1n" ~ ~~' ~~.~~!J- ' ~~ :lj;~ :~ ~ :;'-" '"+- · - ~~~"; .----~ ; ~ t..! ~P: u ~ :~-~~--___ _ &»~~~(!.l 
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beautiful piece of workmanship. The main body of ~~:-~:l;~ -the incidental expenses of' -t~~ -~~)it~::;~I~ ~ 
the chapel has a seating capa,jty of 250, and with Society,.excq)l.ing the salary of the pastor, since the )f.:j" ( ,: 
the parlors thrown open 50 more can he accolllmo- date of its organi7.atioll. ~:f, 

dated. The chapel was formally dedicated in the The present officers are: President, M r5. Geo. C. t 
winter of 1883, at which time the State Conference Faulkner; Vice President, Mrs. Ralph; Secretary, (?" 
of the Unitarian society was held here. Rev. R. Mrs. fl.. B. Upton; Assistant Secretary, Mrs. W. 
Conner, of East Saginaw, preached the dedicatory Woodbury; Treasurer, Mrs. C. C. Whitney; Collec-
sermon, assisted by Rev. T. B. Forbush, Rev. J. T. tors, Mrs. M. Brown and Mrs. E. Potter. 
Sunderland, of Ann Arbor, Rev. Geo. Stickneyf of The Sunday-school connected with this society is 
Grand Haven, Rev. Julius Blass, of Jackson, and in a flourishing condition, and is under the able 
Rev. F. E. Kittredge, the State Unitari::m Mis- superintendency of Rev. R. W. Savage. Several 
sionary of Michigan. Delegates were present frolll valuahle contrihlltions of choice hooks have heen 
every society in the State except the one at Kal:lIll:l- receiveu for the S:t1)bath-school lihrary; among these 
zoo. At this dedication Miss Ida C. Hulton, of is a collection of IS0 volumes donated by James 

. Athens, Mich., read a very interesting paper on Freeman Clark's Church, of Boston. The society of 
"Woman and 'Her Work." which Mr. Barbar, editor of the Unitarian Review. 

This is the only" liberal ,. society in the county, is leader, has also donated a nice addition to this 
l and they are rapidly gaining ground ar.d constalltly library. 

increasing in numbers. Mr. Savage has been tu the L{ev. R. W. Savage is rapidly building up the so-
flock an able leader ever since its organization in ciety by his eloquence and logical teachings. 
1881, and with his aid and good management they 
expect to huild a beautiful brick structure for holuing 
services, and the pre~ent huilding will he IIseJ fur 
a chapel, Sabbath-school, socials, etc. 

A. B. Upton is President of the society; Hon. S. 
W. Hopkins, Vice President; Free E stee, Secretary, 
and Hon. J. W. Hance, Treasurer. The Executive 
Committee is composed of Wm. T. Whitney, John ' 
Fraser and V. K. Conlogue. 

As an auxiliary to the Unitarian Society, there was 
organized, January 16, 1882, a society known as 
the Ladies' Union. The object of this Union is 
the promotion of social life and general gond in the 
community, by working in harmony with the First 
Unitarian Society of Mt. Pleasant. The funds of 
the Union are wholly LInder the control of its mem­
bership. Gentlemen are admitted as honorary mem .. 
.bers. 

The first officers were: President, Mrs. A. B. 

TlH: CATllOf.lC C HUR C H. 

The Catholics had for a long time talked of buird­
ing a permanent place for public worship. Some 
time prior to 1876, Hon. I. A. Fancher donated to 
the society three ac res of grour.d. The location is 
in a beautiful part of the village, and a neat and 
capacious church edifice that may well be the pride 
and glory of their best endeavors has been erected. 
The number of ad heren ts to the faith has increased 
steadily, and under the present teachings of Rev. 
Father McCarthy the constant promotion and growth 
of the society is assm ed. 

ST. JOHN'S EP[SCOPAL CHURC H. 

One of the most handsome churches in Northern 
Michigan is the one bearin g the ahove name, which 
was erected in 1883, and consecrated Jan. 10, 1884, 
by Rt. Rev. Bishop George D. Gillespie, assisted by 
Revs. W. A. Masters, of Detroit, B. F. Matrau, of ' 
Saginaw, Stearns, of St. Lonis, Pritchard, of Luding-
ton, anu l?hames, of Midland. After the ceremonies 

~ .. 
(oi F 

~.i' , pi' 

, 
; ; 

= = 
~ 
= = .". 'U .. 

1 

Upton; Vice President, Mrs. J . J. Stoner; Secretary. 
L. J. King; Assistant Secretary, Mrs. C. C. Whitney; 
Treasurer, Mrs. W. Woodbury; Collectors, C. M. 
Brooks and Miss Denison; .Reception Committee, 
M. Brown and Mrs. Whitney. 

of consecration, the sacrament of the Lord's su pper ( J 

was administered, a large number of those present 

The funds placed at the disposal of the Union 
during the first two years of its existence amollnted 
to nearly $600. The society rendered very material 
assistance in the furnishing of the new chapel, and 

taking pa rt in the solemn rite. ~;' 
After the services, which lasted nearly three hours, 

the invited guests from abroad, and many of the " 
prominent ladies and gentlemen of this village, were ® 
taken in carriages to the Bennett House, where they ~ 

~ :."q 
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~ w hose princdy lihe rali ty t his c h urch was e rect ed, he Ill in isters from "broad. Th ey have a li ve member_ 
()~ h a vi n ~ bu il t it , at a cost of $4,300, whi ch , wi th t he ship to begin wi th, of 30 perso ns, who a re d etermined 

T en tire fu rn iture , etc, was upon th at d ay prese nteu to tu em ploy none h ut t he bes t ta lent to represent their 

i 
th e d iocese. The lots upon wh ieh the church stands ca use , 

were d o na ted by G e n. Dwight M ay ( fat her of Mrs. 

B ro wn) fo r church purposes , 
A lt hou gh ha vin g no church this socie ty still rnain-

T oo muc h IHa ise c a nn ot Ile give n H OIl . ,\Vnl. N, " " I r d' 8 . 
ta lns Its organ lzatron. t was lo rm e In I 83, with a 

Brow n, for hi s li uera lit y, who, with hi s wife, Ul las-
Ill e llllH; rship of s ix person s. H a vi ng no regular min-

T HE l : APTlST SOCIETY. 

s is ted hy al l)' Oll e , c:lu seu t he erection, and don ;lt iOII 
is ter , o J' ';o urse the growth II l Us t necessa rily he slow, 

to the Episcopal socie ty , o f th is , une o f t he lille st . 
), e t t he inte ntio n is to erect a s ubstantral church, 

c h urc hes in t he land . All th e bri ck we re m ad e o n 
em ploy a m iniste r of talent a nd build up the society. 

M r. Brown's own yard, the lu mber sawed ,',nd ca re- . . , I d 
,JZe v. M on roe , of Salt Ew er , IS e ntl t e to the credit 

fully selec ted a t h is ow n mi ll : th e team in g, excava t- . . . I ' ' 11 
of fo rm ing the Haptl s t sOCIe ty In t li S VI age. 

in g, e tc. , w e re d o ne by his men . He sta tes t ha t the 

bu ild in g could not be contracted to-day for le ss 

th a n $7 ,500. 

T hi s c h llrch is loca ted on th e co rner o f W;lsbin g-
ton and iVf:J ple Stree ts, sonl e d ista ll ce f[(J1ll tb e I> IIS­

iness portio n of t his e nt e rprisin g vill ;lge. Th e 

exte ri or presen ts a ve ry h;Uld su nl e a ppea ra IICl'. It 

has a substantia l s ton e fo undatio n, is IH ick ve IH:e red , 
Cini shed in a n Eli zalJel han C oth ic s ty le , th e w of Ilein g 

reli e ved from a n o rd in a ry :Lpl'earan n ; IJY fOll r ~a l J Ie 

windows of sta in eu glaS'i . T he b uild in g s ta nd s bac k 

from the st ree t sOllle feet, a nd a nlllll be r of steps 
lead in to i t. Th e i lO s id e is pa ttern ed a fte r a 

cb urch d es ign on t he D uk e of De vo nsh ire 's es ta te in 

England , a nd is ve ry elabo rate. At t he sa lli e tilli e 

t he re is lI o thil lg galldy ill th e a rran ge lil e nts o r Cill is h, 

th e whole work sho win g good tas te o n tb e part o f 

t hose who selected t he desig ns. It is fini shed in ash 

a nd oil ed, t he d eeoratio ns being Ve neti a n frescoing 

a nd no paintin g of a ny sort. The pews a re eOlllfort­

aule and of a mode rn desi gn, a nd have a sea tin g 
capacity of 2 0 0. Th e a isles, a ltar a nd c hoir plat­
fo rm a re neatly c a r peted ; t he bu ild in g is heated Ily 
a furnace in th e Il;tse m e nt, a nd li ghted Ily two kll ld­

some pri s lll c handel ie rs . T o t he left of th e a lta r 

a re the vest ry rOOIll S, fini shed in th e sa me ll la nli e r as 

th e oth e r Jlo rti ons o f th e c h ll rcb , while on th e ri g ht 
o f t he c ha ll cel is loca ted th e c hoir loft. The C!t;lIl-

eel is fUrlli , bcd with IJot h a readill g desk all d fa l­
stoo l, whi le to th e rea r is the CO lll lllll nio n tald e a nd 

c han cel r;lil. 'Th e cOlllnlllllion se rvi ce is of so lid 

s il ver, while t he a ltar fu rn iture is o f th e li nes t d e-
sc rip tion . 

A resident pas tor wi ll IJe engaged durin g th e year 

T H E SU NIJA V- SCHOOLS. 

As a moral a nd rdi gio ll ~ educator, th e Sunday_ 
sc hool fOrJ ns a mos t im po rt a nt fac tor. The day is 

P;ISt whe n an y Illa n can successfllll y m a intain that 
( :lni , ti ;ln ity d oe'; Il ut e xe rt a be nefic ial infiuenct! in 

eve ry cUlnln llnity in whi c h it has a representation. 
S lIllday-schools, t hat necessary a uxiliary of the 

C lllirc h. have IJee n well estahli s hed all o ver the 
COllllt )' , an d a re ve ry well sus tained . T oo much 

c a n ll O\' be said o r d o ne in that d irection ; it has many 

hea ri ngs on th e yo uthful min d ; it mold s a nd fashions 

t ho ll ght ; es ta bl i s h'~ s m oral a nd re li gio us habits, as 

well as C h risti; tn a ssociatio ns ; it d ra ws the llIind 
fro lll 1';Lse r til ol lg ht s, a nd ca llses it to dwell upon 

til a t whi ch is e le vating a nu refinin g. ]f all would 

us'e th eir best en deavo rs to p romote the establish­

Ill ent a nd growth of t he S un day-school, th e results 

wou ld IJe plain ly apparent in the inc reased moral 

a nd intcli ect u;d growth of the yo uth in our land. 

The SU IJ( lay-sc hools under the s upe rvision of the 

Ch llrch e~ in thi , vill atfe a nll co unty a re nota ble ex­
:J.l lll' ics o f wha t ca n IJe accolllpli shed in this direction. 

il l USIC I A N S. 

Amo ng th e Ill any pl easant fea tures of thi s beauti­

ful tow n, IIl us ic forlll s a n im[>orta nt fac tor. Very ft!w 
vilLi ges have so lIl a ny accOI llpli shed Illusicians, and 
nOll e ca ll hoas t o f I Jl~ tt e r o nes, M ajor J. "V. Long 
has had a large llllllll ,e r o f e lega nt pi eces published, 

th e co pyri ght o f which has bee n sold in every in­

s l; ll1 ce , a nd son Ic o f hi s fin es t produ ctions are yet in 

Ill a nll sc ri pl. His wife is a lso a teach er of music, and 

is (j ll e (j f tIl l! Ill Il St accompli sh ed musicians. 
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Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Woodworth furnish all the granted authorizing them to work April 9, rSR3. The ~;':{(' 

music for bal\s, theaters, etc. charter members of this order were: Messrs. Rob- v 
Mrs. Cora Stebhins has few e(IUals upon the piano, ert Laughlin, Mark F. FasllUdlc, John R. Robinson, 

and surely none in affability. Siknlls A. Simons, D. Scott Partridge, C. O. Curtis, T 
A number might be mentioned who are excellent P. F. ])oods, E. F. McQueen, Will. A. Osborn, Cicero G' 

performers, hut these are the 1110st prominent 1Il11si- Killlball, J. N. Shepherd, John Maxwell, Samuel 
cians of the village, and they deserve special l1len- Kennedy, :Richard Hoy, James B. Kennedy and 
tion. Henry Struble. 

WAllON LODGE NO. 305, A. I". & A. M. , 

This lodge was instituted in 187 I. The early 
records were destroyed by fire, which makes it im­
possible to give but a passing notice of its early 
history. The first officers were: Albert Fox, W. 
M.; W. W. H. Gavitt, S. \\T.; W. H. Harris, J. W.; 
I. A. Fancher, Treas.; John Manners, Sec.; L. J. 
Worden, S. D.; Charles Worden, J. D.; and A. B. 
Balcom, Tyler. The charter members were the fol­
lowing named gentlemen: A. Fox, William N. Harris, 
William H. Gavitt, John Maxwell, Isaac A. Fancher, 
Seth T. Worden, Charles E. Worden, Jamcs I'ockler, 
De Los Bramon, A. B. Balcom, Charles O. Curtis, 

The !irst officers dect were: Robert Laughlin, H. 
P.; M. F. Fasquelle, K.; J . R. Robinson, S; S. A. 
Simons, Treas.; D. Scott Partridge, Sec.; Chas. O. 
Curtis, C. H.; P. F. Doods, P. S.; E. F. McQueen, 
R. A. c.; Wm . A. Osborn, G. M. 3d V.; C. Kimhall, 
G. M. 2d V.; Jno. Maxwell, G. M. 1st V., and I. N. 
Shepherd, Sentinel. 

Wm. T. Whitney was the first one to receive the 
degree of the Holy Royal Arch. 

The present officials are: Robert Laughlin, H. 

. ~'. and H. M. Gilman. 

P.; M. F. Fasqut'l1e, K .; I. N. Shepherd, S.; n. S':ott 
Partridge, C. H.; E. F. McQl1een, P. S.; W. ]. Cor­
bus, Treas.; Wm. T.Whitney, Sec.; John Maxwell, 
3d G. M.; Cicero Kimhall, 2d G. M.; John Rich­
mond, 1St G. M.; Chas. C. Whitney, SL:ntine1, and 
John H.. Robinson, Chaplain. 

= = Wabon Lod'ge is now one of the best working 
".% ,Y;i lodges in Central Michigan, and the present Master, 
= = D. Scott Partridge, is peculiarly wdl filted for the 

place he occupies. For several years he has served 
the brethren in the capacity of Master, and tlleir 
feelings toward him is wdlunderstood hy thL: presen ­
tation speech delivered lJY Dr. S. C. Brown, I kc. I. 2, 

1883, and given on p;lge 445 of this volume. 
The officL:ls elect for the ensuing Masonic YL:ar 

are: D. Scott Partridge, W. M.; Wm . A. Stark­
weather, S. D.; Daniel M. Witt, J. 11.; Myron A. 
Nott, Treas.; William I. Cutler, Sec.; Thomas Sam]>­
son, S. D.; Moses Brown, J. D., and John Maxwell, 
Chaplain. 

The prosperity of Wabon LodgL: is only L:'1l1alkd 
by the harmony and good feeling which prL:vail 
among the brethren. 

MT. P1.EASANT CHAPTER, NO. I [I, R. A. M., 

was organized Feb. 4, [884. ThL: dispensation was 

The chapter is in a flourishing condition. They 
arL: pleasantly located in the lorlge rooms of No. 305, 
A. F. & A. M. 

KNIC:IITS (lI' THE MACCABEES. 

The lodge was instituted March '7, 1R84,with a 
1llL:ll1bership of 22 persons. The order is calculated 
to promote friendship and brotherly love, besides 
being a l1lutl,al relief association. The officers are: 
F. H. Tyler, Past Commander; Charles T . Russell, 

ComlllandL:r; V. F. Conloguc, Lieut.; Fred Russell, 

R. K.; F . W. H.alph, I'. K.; W. C. Dusenbury, P.; 

F. H. Tyler, Physician; J. ]. Kitchen, Sergeant; J. 
B. VanFossen, M. A. A.; O. W. Stebbins, lst M. of 

G; F. C. Prince. 2nd M. of G.; 1. L. Swan, Sentinel; 

and W. R. Sturgis, l'icket. 



ISABELLA GOUN TY. 

The Isabella County Enterprise. 

~~~;61~~' N a n ea rl y d ay in the hi sto ry 
of tile C() lIllly, O. I:' C hurch 

' l/~ lD1I l l'6) ! ,~ " tarted a weekly pa pe r call etl 
tile Nurtlu!l'I/ F iol/ar. The 
mate ri a l used a nd the print­

~~~~II~~~~ ing press, which was the first 
press in the cou nty , were 

ha uled from lth aca to Mt. Pl easant in 
the year 1863, uy ortle r of Judge ESke. 
It may be sta ted here that thi s same 
press is still in use at the Eillt/prise 
office; and, although it passed throu gh 
the fire of 1875, it is still in good work­
ing ord er. 

The first issue of tile paper was dat ed 
Nov. 30, 1864. Jt was R epulJli can in 
principles, a nd has always I)cen a n eX­

ponent , and is still a suppor ter, of the Replll,lican 
party, The na111(, has been cha nged to the lSabd/'1 
EllIe/prise, and John ]{. ])oughty is now ed itor and 
proprietor. The original propr ietor sold, in a n early 
day, one-half interest to James P. Welper, a nd after­
ward the remainder to Myron McLaren, who sul ,se­
(luently uou ght out Mr. Well'er. Mr. McLaren then 
sold to 1. A. Fancher, a nd the latter in tllrn sold to 
Albert Fox, who owned and controlled it IIntil hi s 
death, in Febru ary, 1873, when it was sold to its 
present pro prietor. j t is now enterin g lipa n its 20th 
year, with a reputation exceeding tha t of any form er 
year, in circulation, etc. The editor, Mr. Doughty, 
has proven himself, during all these years , an able 
expounder of Republi can principles, and its columlls 

--~ 

have don e lllllCh to forw a rd not only the growth of 
RC[>llhli can isl1l , hut al so to advance ,the prosperity 
an d moral tone of the good peo ple of this COUllty. 

The Northwestern Tribune. 

I, 'T Salt River, in SeplJ!mber, 1879, this enter­

. ~ terprising journal was established, the pro­

prietors ueing then, as now, Dr. S. C. Brown & 
Sons. It was removed to Mt. Pleasant in 

March, 1881, where it takes equal rank with 

thc other able jou rn als published in this village. Dr. 
1 lrown is one of th e jollies t fellows that ever drew a 
pe ll in support of his country, and nothing but thor­
ough Repuhlican doctrill es has ever been seen on the 
edito l' ial page of the Tribul/c. It has a fine circula­
tion, a nd , as the Doctor states, " grows in grace day 
by day ." 

Mt. Pleasant Times. 

t ·r'rc~ h f ) ,. ri.'i.:t 

It""" ,., HE Mt. Pleasant Times was established 
i H ' h . .f 1, ] R77,1>y [{enry . (sraves ,w o was ItS pro-

( . Y;f jt prieto r, with James W. Long as editor. 
Ii ~\ 

' was first run as a Democratic and afterwards 
as a Greenback paper, until Nov. 19, 1879. 
when M ajor J ames VV. Long, the present owner 

an d publisher, took possession, Major Long con-
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r paper of Mt. Pleasant. From th t: fir st it has l:njoYl:d IS nlllilin g. Thl:sl: stori l:s have been recl:ived with . J 

t •. r:. 

a la rge run of patronage, its influence being sought avor, as :tn inc reasing SUbscription li st testifies. 
for in times of eleclion, and Las IJcen the favoril l: Th l: T i1lll'J is a largl: l:i ght-page, sevl:n-c')lumn 
office of thc county for job and legal work. Its c ir- papl: r, llIaking 50 colullIn s wel:kly , and has a larger 
cul a tion is a solid onc, its subscril>t: rs a1\ l> l: ing pay- allHHlIlt of reading lllalll:r than a ny other paper in its 
in g ones. It is conducted as a famil y n l:wsli.lpl: r, vi cinity. 
givin g especial a ttention to live locals, genera l n l: WS, Being inde pendent in poli tics, it supports the men 
and, in the intervals between elections, publishin g a whom it del:l11s lJl:s t lit ted fo r office, regardless of 
continued story written by the editor. Alreauy four 

1lMrm.~ HE county of Isabella has not 
unt il recentl y enjoyed th e 
adv antages whi ch railroad 
facilities brin g, but it has 
a lready two lines established 
a nd in ac tive operatio ll, wi th 
two o ther lill es in contem­

plation, one of which is ass ured . 
Over these th e produce of the 
country will be carri ed e re the te r­
mina tion of the year r 884. 

In the present age , it see lllS tha t. 
railroaus con stitute the lllost po­
tential agell cy in the aclva nCl:mCllt 
of huma n inte rests ; and the days 

thl:ir poli tical affiliations. 

Saginaw & Mt. Pleasant Railroad. 

J : 
AG INA W & Mt. Pleasant R ailroad was 

con stru cted in 1879 from Col ema n, on the 
line of the Flint & P ere M arq uette, to the 

vill age of M t. Pleasant, the co unty seat of Isa­
bdla. The company for thl: construction of 
thi s lin e was organized under the ge neral rail-

road law in M arch, 1879, and the following gentle-
men elected o ffi cers : President, J esse Hoyt, of 
New York; Vice-President, l. A. F a ncher, of Mt. 
Pl ca sa nt; Sl:c retary a nd Treasurer, W. 1,. Webber, 
o f E as t Sagi n;l\v . 

= = 
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of waitin g fo r them in this co unty 
f(.. mllst have seell1 l:d long and tl:<li­

'> ous to all the early residents. 

The work of cl earing and gradin g was commenced ~(.('! 
in the lattcr pa rt of JlIly, 1879, and traCk-l aying 
Sl: [Jll:llll lc r 24, of sa ill c yea r. 'l'his work was com-
pkted on TIIl: s(Jay, Dece ml)e r 8, and reglliar trains w) 

Pllt on December 15. The road, with equipment " 

~~~~~~ a t\/:'ol1"'J.~nu·-~-~- --€0-~~"i' J. f~'~~; '~ - / X-. ~.v~' ~~-~~ ··~ ' 2.>::;~'\V"(1~~~ 
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cOll lplc lL: til (,Ollll lle ll ce I,u sill ess, enst $ 1.,)o,o()o. Th e 
e llter !,1 isill g e iti ze ll s or M l. 1'lcas;u ll. sl li lsnil ... :d $ 1.1,-
000 or tklt alllount, allLl the ent ire ri ght or way, 
togeth er with a plenty of ground for stations a nd 
other purposes. The investment has b rought thou­
sands of dollars to Isabella County, and her la nds, 
which now blossom as t he rose, owe nearly all their 
enhanced value to the impetus give n business by the 

advent of this railroad. 
The people of Mt. Pleasant ha il ed the completion 

of the new ra il road with ~reat joy. A grand street 
parade was made, in which all the c iti zens parti ci­
pated. The business hOll ses were closed a t l OA. ,\ 1., 

and a comm ittee repaired to the depot to meet ti le 
party of officials who arr ived on the I [ 1\. ~ 1. train. 
The audress of welcume was Inade Ily Nlr. J . C . .I .ea­
tOil, President of the village, which was attentively 
li stened to by a l l rge concourse of people. Hon. I. 
A. Fancher, to whom much credit is uue for his 
activity in helpin g fo rward th e work, diU much·to­
ward making this demonstration a success. Major 
James W . I .ong acteu as Marshal, and the afternoon 
parade com prised : 

I.-Mt. Pleasant Cornet Hand. 
2.-President, Village Coun cil and Distinguished 

Guests. 
3.-Steam Fire Engine . 
4.-Hose Company. 
5.-Hook and Ladder Company. 

ing the evelling, th e slipper roOIll prese lltin tr 'lll .• .::. ( (lnl_ 

lIIated pic :tllre, ;IS t. ll l: gllests, filII of glee, discoursed 
c heeril y of the bright futnre ill store for th e town. 

W ith the'coming of the rail road, a boom began for 
Mt. Pleasant, and the rapid increase in business en­
te rpri se and population uecame marked. With out­
lets on the south and a road to tap the Lake Superior 
region, her people may be con tent, as it will thus give 
th em commu nication with the world in a1\ points of 
th e compass . 

The Flint & Pere Marquette R ailroad. 

IllS road was b ll ilt ac rJss Wise Township 
in rS70, being the first road completed in 

~ I saudla Counly. Loomis is the only station 
.\\ on that line in I sabell a. The road was first 

completed from Flint to Saginaw in 1862, and 
it has since ueen extended over a great part of 

this peninsula. 

Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & Northern. 

6.- Citizens on foot. 
C' t' . . ( ORK on thi s road is being rapidly pushed, 7.- I Izens 111 carri ages. ' 

The procession form ed at the depot, marched to ·i "':,:\v;Ch . and much of th e grad in g is already com-
the co urt-house, where William N. BrowlI uelivereu a '~ ,§~f~) pleteu . This route was surveyed during the 
pleasa nt aduress, followeu IJY D. Nelso n a llu Dr. H . : '{' -~ ' wint er of I Rl:(3-4, and it was deemed by com-
e. Potter, one of the rail road offi cials, who in turn t petent persons on e of the uest routes in pros-
was followed by Hon. 1. A. Fancher, the on ly one of pective th at trave rses the State of Michigan. The 
the Board of Directors representing Mt. P leasant. count ry through which it passes is remarkably rich in 

In the evening the court- house allu nearly all tl lC soi l, with large lumber interests yet undeveloped. As 
residences in the village were illulllinated, am] hilar- a n inves tment a lone, it is now conside red one of the ' 
ity re igll ed suprelll e. "VIII. N Brown's elegant resi- Illost profitabl e, and th e stockholders expect large 
delICe was thrown open, and a reception helu from returlls frolll their new enterprise . 

7 to II o 'clock. There was a very gene ral altend- The company was organized in J an uary, 1884, 
i ance and a most e njoyable evening was passed . The with A. W. Wright, President; Wm. N. Brown, Vice-

I
"j" guests were received in a charn,lin g man ner 1,)Y the l' resident; Wm. S. Turck, Treasurer, a nd Marcus 
(I hos t and hostess, the latter hav in g to aid her Mes- Pollasky, Secretary. The following well known gen-

d ames 1. A. Fancher, Corn elius l3enn ett , Major J. W. tlemen, whose wealth is ample security that the road 
(® Long, J. c. Leaton, W. S. Hunt and J. R. Doughty. will ue completed within th e year, constitute the 
"l" Delicate a nu temptin g refreshmen ts were se rved dur- Board of Directors: A. W. Wright, Wm. N. Brown, 
~.~ 

k~~)r'''-GV--)~~~&_----::~~,--...... .--.-,_-_ ... ''~(~uu:«nu~~-----~~~) 
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Wm. S. Turck, Jamcs Gargett, I. N. Sitcl,itcrd, Joitn 
A. Harris and George 1>. Barton. 

The road will have: Lansing j(Jr its sout.hcl"II ter­
minus, and will pass through an exceedingly fertile 
and beautiful country as it touches the enterprising 
villages of DeWitt, St. JOhll's, Maple Ra pids, i\ I III a 
and Mt. Pleasant, on its way northward, to some 
point 011 Lake Michigan, which is no t ye t tieiinitely 
settled. Mt. .I'leasallt will be the northern IenninT,s, 
temporarily, but this outlet will be of vas t illlportance 
to her business inkrests. It is 'Iuite ce rt a in th a t 
cars will be running on this new line before January, . 

1885, and real estate is rapidly advancing in value. 

\Vith this, if 110t the Toledo, Ann Arbur .\: North­
western Railroad as well, Ml. l'leasallt wil1 lose her 

nalne as beillg an inialHI village. There is hut little 
doul)t that the latter road will be pushed no rthward, 
as the company cannot afford to make Sl. Louis the 
ternlillus, and M t. Pleasant, wit h her enterprise and 
Illllimiteu facilitie s for Inanllfacturing, is ill 110 dan ger 
of being left. 0111. The Lansin g, Ahlla ,v Ml. Pleas· 
alit. Railroad will be of Inore I,enefit to t.his vil1age 
and coun ty thall any line frol1l either uirectioll coulu 
possibly be, as it passes through a beller .agricultural 
country along the entin: route than can be found in 

any other directiun. 

~l""" ' ~""' •.. ~ ..... , ..... __ ........... _ ... f . ... ...~.,,- ......... ~ - .. "..... - .. ".... ......""... ...".,..... ..... ... " ... -- ...... ,...... .... • • ~- 'II....... ....... ...... ...."'." .... ~!f I . 
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HIS heading cOlllprises many 
interesting itellls, which are 
well worthy a ca refld peru­

sal. Amon g these may be 
mentioned the Pioneer Soci­
ety, Educational interests, 
the Agricultural Society, the 

County Poor Farm, etc., al1 of 
which are subjects with which 
everyone should l,ecullle familiar. 

All these matters are of equal inl­
portance with those which are IllOre 

re gula rly classified elsewhere in this 
work; but their nature and the 
amoullt of malter concerning each 

make it Illore appropriate to place 

them under the al,ove head, at the 

l~ conclusion of the historical department of this vol-

~ ume. 

Material Interests. 

growth of Isabella County has bee n a 
rapiu one. The census of 18Go gave her 
[,443 inhabitants; and the OIle of J 81-\0, 

12,159' The SCl1001 census of 1883 give:; her 
4,431, which almost trt:\Jlcs the enli re popula-
tion of 18Go. The census report of .880 shows 

[3,7 :U acres or wheat,yic1uing 17G,480 bushels. One-
fOil rth more has since I>eel\ dean:d anu S\JWIl to 
wheat, and with the excellent pruspect now in view 

the harvest in Isabella thi s season may confidently 

o 

be expected to produce 320,000 bllshels. Add to 0 
this the yield of other cereals and vegetables for ., 

whi ch this cOllnt.y is so ral1l()US, a nd to which lIl ay he ~~t:. 
;ldded the large 11l1l11>er product, It will (1JlIlpare fa- gP 
vorably with any county in Central Michigan. "Jt 

~~~~~--~ 

It is estimated by careful and com petent persons @ 
that 50,000:°.00 feet of pine logs are annnal~y floated < 
dowlI the. Chippewa alolle. When we take II1to ~O~-g~ 

0"5" ('Un~,nU;).II ,-G) ~~ -~~&:'X-(<v"lf~~: 
&-uvY 
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sidnation that thc l'illC, the Big alld I.iuk Salt Riv­
ers, and thcir tributaries, also ca rry away a wealth of 
lumber, as well as the hundred s of thousands of feet 
of manufactured lumber moved by rail, the value 
cannot be far short of $7,000,000 per annum. Add 
to thi s the amount of oak and stavc timber, with the 
lath and shingles manufactured by the local mills in 
the county, and the total will cxceed $10,000,000. 
The lumbering interest will remain chief among the 
bu~ in ess industries for several years in several of the 
townshi ps, but the removal of the magnificcnt forests 
will add largely to agricultural development. 

There is not a man in the county who cannot 
poi nt with pride to the immense resources which 1sa­
bclla has in perpetuity for her children. The rich 
soil, even and healthful c1im ,lte, industrious inhabit­
ants and air of prosperi ty prevail everywhere. 

The assessed valuation of both real-estate and 
llcrsonal property in T802 was $2 70,995. In 1883 it 
reached the sum of $3,77 2,34(j, in rcal estate, and the 
personal column foots up $4 19,22 7. Taking into 
consideration that these figures really estimate less 
than one-half the real worth of real es tate and other 
property, it will be safe to say that rcal estate alone 
in Isabella County is to.day worth $7 ,500,000, while 
thc lands are not yet brou ;.;ht lIndcr the highest state 
uf cultivation; neithe r are one-fuurth of thc fertile 
acres embraced in he r boundaries cleared of the 
wealth of timber which abuunds. The county is 
composed of [0 full town ships, with 23 ,040 acres in 
each one, making a ;.;rand total of 308,040 acres, of 
which 2,000 acres or less might properly be termed 
"swamp lands," or lands unfit for cultivation. 

Patriotism of Isabella County. 

LTHOUGH no regiments or even a single 

; ;" cOI1l[Janyof men was raised in this county 
8 ~'i)1'".,)..!I 

;~ r~ during the late war, yct patrioti slll was not 
-'·~ i;r lackin g, as shown hy the numher uf vuluntcers 

!;~ who enlisted and did nohle se rvi cc in defense 
I 

of their country. This was almust a virgin 
forest when the first call to a rillS was made, and the 
inhabitants were illy prepared to make a living for 
their famili es , the country IJcin g so new and the illl­

When the first enrollmcllt was 

made, only 15 linen werc {(Hind sul,ject to military 
duty; of these, 137 enlisted! What act more noble 
can be conceived of than thi s, in which nearly every 
able-bodied man in the entire county left his wife and 
little ones, and hastened to the front in defense of his 
country's flag? 

Only a few of thcsc noble lIIen returned. Their 
lives had been cheerfully givt:n that the Union 
might be preserved and the country for which their 
grandsires had fought, and as a heritage forever, re­
main alllong their children an unbroken heirloom in 
which no North, no South, no East or West should 
be known, save as a whole and undivided country. 

The Pioneer Society. 

memories are associated with the well known 

stories related of pioneer life, when together they 
shared the toils, dangers, and even pleasures of the 
new country! In those days there were no strangers. 
The coming of a family into the neighborhood was 
hailed with gladness by everyone who had made a 
small beginning, and men, women and children 
turned out to assist the new-comer in erecting a 
cabin, and were always ready to share their last crust 
with him. Theological and political li llestions were 
lost sight of in their efforts to promote the welfare of 
those who were endeavori ng to make a home in the 
dense forests . Their isolation from the world made 
those of every nationality the firmest friends, and to­
day the warmest expressions of welcome follow the 
hearty hand-shake of the veterans as they meet at 
the place appointed for their annual reunion. 

The first two meetings were held at the house of 
Daniel Childs, in Coe Tuwnship. The first was in 
1879, the second in 1880. About 40 persons re­
spunded to the first call and a most enjoyable meet­
ing was held. The officers eleclcd at this meeting 
were: Waltcr McLean, Chairman, and Richard Hoy, 
Secretary. Rev. Chas. Taylor, Judge P. H. Estee 
and John Campbell delivered very fine addresses, 
and their remarks were humorously interspersed with 

, 
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incident< of "ionm Ii" The ,"cond n~:::: E::'A :~ :,: ::e in i ndi","' ci <cu ~,7::."~~,, "ide ::: 'I:~ 
not so largely attended, but an excellent program County Poor-house, for tem po ra ry relief, is ove r$2,000, J 
was carried out. The third annual was held at the while the total for maintenance uf the poor at the 

~~(!.. 
court-house in Mt. Pleasant, July 2H, . 88 1. ] )inner farm and elsewhere averages $4,000. What a credit i 
was served at the St. James Hotel, which hostel ry to the county of I s:tbella is such ca refl11 treat ment of 6 
has since been destroyed by fire. No meeting was her paupers! Few farmers' famili es arc bett e r dothed 
held in rR83, but arrangements are now in progress or fed than the unfortunate ones who arc entitled to 
to revive the organization, which, if allowed to be benefits at the expense of her peopk. 
discontinued, would deprive the older people of tlfe 
pleasure of an annual hand-shake, and the younger 
ones of an opportunity to listen to the tales of pio­
neer life which are related so graphically by the early 
settlers of this cOl1nty. 

County Poor Farm. 

MONG the benevolent institutions of Isa-
bella County is the Poor Farm, which is 

located in Chippewa Township, and is provided 
with buildings, most of which are new and in 
good condition. The house is not yet su p­
plied with bath-room or bath-tub, but those 

conve niences will doubtless be added at an early day. 
The buildings are heated hy wood stoves and ventil­
ated by a transom over the door of each room. The 
paupers receive good and ki nd treatment, no corporal 
punishment being allowed. All who arc able to 
work are required to lallor on the farlll according to 
th eir physical condition, and all arc required to he 
cleanly. Their cluthing is plain and comfortahle, 
such as the fanner usually provides for himself. The 
food is pl ain and wholesome a nd of abuut the same 
quality as is found upun farm e rs' tahles, such as 
wheat and corn bread, beef and salt pork, tea, coffee 
and buttermilk for drink, and fmit and vegetables in 
abundance. The sick are well cared for br the over­
seer and his family , and a competent physician is 
employed by the county. No especial accommoda­
tions are provided for the insane and idiotic inmates. 
The children arc sent to a dis trict school, which is 
one-half mile away, and where they have a good, 

~
*_ kind teacher who endeavors to im prove their minds 

and start their young lives in the ri ght direction. 
The value of the county farm, indudin~ stock, 

builtlings and all other property, is esti mated at 
$9,250. The average amount paid annually to per-

The Agricultural Society. 

"11 . . -,: f SABELLA, although a new county, is th e 

" and the annu:;\ exhibiton of the prod ucts 
': of he r soil are Aat teri ng in a high degree. More 

attention is lately give n hy farme rs to the breed­
in g of fine stock, and the last exhibition ·held 

on the grounds of the soc iety was a su rprise even to 
the farmers themselves. 

The Agricultural Society of Isabell a County was 
organized in r8GS; but" havin g no gro unds, the first 
three meetings were held on the cO l1rt-house square. 
Two exhihitions were th en held on some vacant lots 
in the northeas tern part of the vill age of Mt. Pleas­
ant. The exhibitions of stock an,d farm prod ucts 
had hy this time ass umed such proportions th at the 
plITchase of grounds and erection of s llilal,le huild­
ings could no lon ge r lle uelayed, and the committee 
appointed for th :lt pmpose purchased the grou nds in 
• X80, which have since been encloseu with a ti ght 
hoard fen ce, and all the huildi ngs, stahles and pen s 
for stock conveniently arrangeu, whi ch are ample in 
every respect for the accom modati on of exhibitors. 

Contrary to cllstom, this soc iety has always paid 
every premium awarded in fllll. E fforts to promote 
a nd encourage the intere~ts of those engaged in ag­
ricultural pursuits by mem!>ers of tllis socie ty have 
done Illllch toward adv:tncin g scien tifi c farmin g, the 
fruits of which are seen in the increased excell ence 
of cerea ls, vege tables , stock and poultry. 

The race course is a full half mile, and turfmen 
say that it is the finest in the State, withont excep­
tion, th e one at Kalamazoo heing second in the li st. 

The location being ce ntral, and only (J ll e mil e from 
Mt. l'le;]sant, the grounds a rc easy of access by car·· 
riage or rail, the Mt. Ple:lsant &. Saginaw Railro:ld 
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: gate, a t whi ch place passengers a re landed. lrown s ParSIng Lessons. vVebster's Eleme t ~ . nary, 
~!;. Only a small indebtedn ess yet remains, which Sand e rs', Worceste r's a nd the Eclectic Spellers w 
~ I ' . . . ere 
T und er th e efficient managem e nt of the direc tors will usee Indl scrll11lnately . The sch? lars could hardly 

8 be liq uidater\ durin g th e year. he classed, mu ch less graded. Now, the systematic 

The presen t o ffi ce rs arc: John I ,; Indo n, Pres id ent; m a nller of grading Jlupil s, the uniformity of text-

L e wi s (;riffith , Sec retary, a nd W. W . Presto n, Treas - IJooks, wi th illlprov~d lll~thods ~f teaching by ohject 
ure re Th e Executive Committee consists of on e lessons and oth en vlse , give pupils of this day advan_ 

Vice President from each township in the cou nty. t ages not d reamed of 20 years ago. Students 12 

Educational Interests. 

DUCATIONAT. \\'o rk h as undergone a 

complete c hange since the fi rst schools 

we re organized in I sabell a County. The 
vast d iffere nce betwee n th e old a nd ne w me th­

ods is plainly apparent In "ye olden times" 

th e precepto r's word was suprem e law in hi s 

~ littl e kingdom, and thi s la w was enforced by a gen ­
~ erOl1S di stributio n of strok es fr~nl th e well seasoned 
: '.:;:x 
:'~ birch rod. T o exec ute a pencil sketch u]Jon a sla te 
= was deemed a mi sd e meano r whi ch m e rited :It le:lst :.= 
' ~ . 12 strokes from thi s sam e refp r1n e r, wielded I,y 1."<: 

st urdy a rm of :tn incensed ]ledagogl\e . To ask as­
sistance in the solu tiun o f a perpl ex in g prol Jlem in 

mathematics more tha n twice d uri ng school hours 

consigned the unfortun ate pupil to a seat on th e 

"dunce block, " th e most ohse rved , hut not th e most 

env ied personage, in the roOIll . Th e old st ra ig ht 

backed benc hes a nd pine d esks, smeared wit h hutt e r 
and molasses and def:1cec1 IJY th e hi g boys' " j:lck "­

kni ves, h:lve been s upe rseded I,y single desk s, where 
each st ud ent has a ll th e comfurt s :Jnd conveni cl J(T ~ 

he can desire. 

The text-books wer<:, at that dat e, of ;1. mi scellan e­

ous c haracte r, nearl y eve ry famil y hav in g preserved 

the remn a nts of books which th eir fathers and 
mo thers had st udi ed during th eir sc hool days, a nd 

were now hrou ght into I1 se by th eir c hildre n tu save 

expe nses, bein g d ee med by the parents 'Iuit e good 
enough for a ny boo y . 

-\II the scholars possessed R ay's Arithm eti c , th e 
o nl y text-I look o f whic h th ere were a h:tlf-dozen 

''1 
,:,~ 
(~ ~~,t 

~
'I' a like. (; eogra phy was represe nted I,y "I'der !'a rley" 
~)_ and Mo nteith's Manual; read e rs, by MC<;l1ITcy's, 

Sa nders ', Eclectic <1 11(1 National Se ri es; g'a II1I1Jar, II) 

ye;lI's of age are in ma ny in stances further advanced 
in rh e to ri c, physiology apd mathematics than were 

th e less fortllnate pupils who attended public schools 
during the entire time prescribed by law, not two 
decades sin ce . 

Th e elegant ly ar ra nged and substantial school 
huildin g in M L Pleasant was comme nced in 188., 
Illit no t com ple ted until th e following spring. In its 

cOllst ru ctio n, special attention has been paid to ven­

tilation, li ght and ' heatin g apparatu s. The corner­

stone was laid with . appropria te ceremonies July 2, 

. 88 1, in whi c h is deposited copies of all the papers 

published ill the cou nty, a nd othe r articles of histf)ric 

inte res te Th e building is two stories in height, con­
tainin g eight roOIllS besides closets , e tc., which arc 

s plendidl y ar ran gecl fur t he different grades. The 

f"rnit.llTC is well adapted for pupils of all ages, and 
tht: co rps o f teache rs e lll played a re the best that can 

be ob tained; so tInt 400 pupil s can be a mply accom­

modated without usin g the recita tion rooms. Six 

teache rs a re now em ployed, .whose salaries amount 

to $2,620 pe r :ln nlllll . The building and site cost 

th e vi ll age $ 17 <)00. Th e si te is an excellent one, 
having good drainage, and th e location is easilyac­
ce~~i l \k frolll ;11\)' part of the villa ge . 

Th e 1111lllller of c hildre n enroll ed in the several 

townships of th e cou 11 1y a re here given, together with 

t he number of school huildings in each . 

Union Township has six whole and two frac­

tio na l districts. The nUlllber of c hildren between 

th e ages of live antI twenty years, according to the 

last sc hool ce nsus, is 867. There is but one brick 
sc hool buildin g in th e t.ownship,-that at 1\1t. Pleas­

ant ]10m o ut of the eight a re fra m e structures, and 

three :lre s till th e primiti ve log sc hool -houses. 

Isabella has se ve l1 whole distric.ts a nd th e nllml)(~ r 

uf childre l1 emolkd is 45g e The re are fom frame 
sc hool-ho llses , n il e log, :lll<l two situated in the 'In­

.Ii :", I \<:~e l v: llitl'l ;t lld a n: IIl1d e r the control of the 
! rr;:~~ 

ft:1t~':)~ '<~, : ~,~r.>- ----~~-~('nn~nn~-~-~~~--- -.~~~~ .. ' !'i.. ~. J \ l" ~ ~-



~----
ISAflRfJ./1 COUNTY. 

States Government, which employs the 
teachers. These schools are patronizcd only I,), 
resident Indians. They will probahly bc dispcnsed 
with at an early day, as the small nUlllber of pupils 
hardly warrants their maintenance. 

In Vernon there are six whole districts and one 
fractional. The number of childrcn elegihle to thl: 
benefit of school training amounts to 421. This 
township has but one log school-house, the remailf­
ing five being neat framc buildings. 

The township of Wise has but three whole districts 
and one fractional one. The numher of children be­
tween five and tlVenty years of age is I GG. Of the 
fvur school Iluildings, two are frame and two log. 

Three bLlildings, two frame and one log, constitute 
the educational institutions of Denver Township. 
The whole number of pupils is estimated at 10<). 

The progressive township of Chippewa has five 
whole districts and one fractional. Two hundred 
and forty-five children arc enrolled and but 153 have 
attended during the last school year. Five of the 
buildings for school pnrposes arc neat and commodi­
ous frame structures, while the remaini ng one is a 
log house. 

The first school-house in the county was huilt in 
Cae Township. In this township there arc six wholc 
districts and two fractional ones. One of thl: latter 
has been organized very recently from other districts . 
The number of pupils enrolled is 514. In COl: we 
find an absence of the old log school-house, CVl:ry 
district being provided . with substanti81 and modern 
frame buildings. 

Gilmore has only three district schools and 114 
pupils in the township. Each of the three districts 
is provided with good frame schoollJl:ildings. 

Coldwater rcgisters 15<) pupils who are entitled to 
the educational privileges of the township. TIVO of 
the school huildings are frame, while thl: other three 
consist of logs. Thesl:, although fast goi ng out of 
date, will serve for school purposes till frame or hrick 
huildings can be erected. 

Sherman, although having only 139 pupils, has six 
district schools. Three of the houses are frame and 
two log buildings, and the remaining one is con­
structed of blocks. 

Broomfield has four whole districts, and one more 
is about to oe organized. There are out <)6 pupils, 
and only 54 of these are members of the different 
schools. Two frame and three log school buildings 
constitute the whole. 

Seven frame school huildings are scattered over as 
many districts in the township of Rolland. Six of 
them are whole districts and one is a fractional. Three 
hundred and fifty-ni ne children are qualified to enjoy 
school benefits in this township. 

Neat frame hllildings are rapidly taking the place 
of the old log school-houses, and the cause of edu­
cation is constantly advancing, even in the rural dis­
tricts. The schools of Isahdla County compare fa· 
vorably with those of her sister counties, although 
young in Yl:ars and having a limited population. 

Driving-Park Association. 

Lincoln has seven .districts, one of which is frac­
tional. None of the schools in this township are 
graded. District No. 4 has a nice hrick school­
house; district NO.7 has the olden-time log, and the 

SIDE from the Agricultural Society, there is 
remaining five are supplied with frame buildings. 

~2 ." . . another association, bearing the title of 
Number of eligible pupils is 4[7 . ~, 

~: (~ " Driving;-Park Association," which has been 
There are six cOIY,lllodious frame and one hrick :Jr 

":IIi quite profitable to its stockholders, besides af-
building in Fremont, for school pllrposes. There arc I 
422 pupils enrolled. I fording an attraction for a large number of 

people IVho delight in sporting matters. The 
Deerfield has 247 pupils between the ages of five 

track is a full half-mile in extent, and the directors 
and twenty years; out of this number only 1<)0 at-

. . say that owners of fast horses tell them that it is . • ,';, tend school, and these are dIVIded among eleven 

r1[ d" . fl' 1 1 1 I . withollt e(]Ilal in Michigan. ~'! , P .. Istrr~ts, nme 0 w llC I arc w 10. e a nf onl: fractlol1:11. Tile followi Ilg officers 1V' ~ n' elect cd :1.1 t he last. an- ( ), 

~
. SIX o( lh<:st: SCIiOOl ,h"IISt:s,' arl: Ir:lIl\c :111<1 ltv" 10",. 

Nottawa has but fOllr Jist riels, :uld of lilt: four III1:d II1l:dillg, held April I,), I l)X4: President, Will. , 
school-houses three are log and one frame. Of the Pickard; Treasurer, F. W. Carr; Secretary, \,ym. T. 
130 pupils in the township only 65 attend schoo\. Whitney; Directors-Albert n. Upton, Wm. Pickard, 

~~j~A ,""~",~,,, ~ r I\."·nn".nn·~ _f.ilr.I._ ~' c;.~Q ,,-~I};.":t.~ .... ,~;~\- ~A~t<~~'------''':; '/r ----'",.;' .......... < ~ .. '-'. ~:,r---;_dl:1,;, , ';J~' 4 --~':::'f "· · . . ~-'lrv -~~!yt,~!~ 
' ,,,, ~"., 
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l ~: T. :~it~~~ Mi,hael Ga<vi,. T . :S~:a:~A ::,U :::"itag, Aw.",.waw.m,. h" ",;gh~. I s. Bra7.ee and F. W . Carr. was a widower, who also had a son about the same 
.. i tt Semi-annu;JI ml:etings are held, and the purses are age. One day the boys Wl:nt hunting, and h'ls SOIl 

T large enough to attract horse me n who own some of fired his rifle at a robin and by accident killed his 
() the most noted flyers . playmate, the widow's son . She came to ES(juire 

Bennett's office to have the necessary papers made 
out for the arrest of her neighbor's son. The Esquire 
was giving her some advice in the matter, knowing 
the killin g was purely accidental, wht:n Aw-zee-waw_ 
me came in, leading his boy by the hand. After 
hea ring the story of her deceased son's excellent 
qualities, and the lamentations because her only 
slIpport had thus been takt:n from her, he magnan_ 
imou sly tendered her his own boy instead! She, not 
liking thl: lad very wdl, refnsed the liberal offer. 
TIlt:y talked the matter over together for a few 
mOIll t: nts, when Aw-zee-waw-me said, "Well, I throw 
llIyself into the tratle ." The widow joyfully acct:ptcd 
this offer and the trio left E S'Iuirl: Benndt's office as 
happy as any newly married pair could feel, and 
returned to the widow's home to bury the dead boy. 
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The Isabella County Bar. 

and llIunici;:al man:lgement of the country 
would soon he at low tide. Thl: Ie)!;:! 1 proft:s­

sion everywhere is rt: prl:st:nted hy men of talent, and 
th l: memhers of tht: Isa\Jdla County Bar are mt:1l of 
education and high standing in the community. 
Although the names given are all lawyers and me m­
bers of the Bar, only t: ight of them follow the legal 
bu sin ess exclusively. Of these, Charles T. and 
Fred H.ussdl, Frl:e Estce, I!. H. (;raves, l'dn F., 
\Vl1l . 1., (;eorge E. and Fr.lIlcis II . Dodds are acti ve 
members of profess ion, and all of them have a ni ce 
practice. Hon. Wm. N. Brown, John C. Leaton, John 
Maxwell, Dr. S. C. Brown, Charles A. Brown, S. W. 
Hopkins, Cyrus E. Russell, D. Sco tt Partridge and 
Judge Cornelius Bennett are all engaged also in other 
business, but find ample time and opportunity to keep 
their legal armor hurnish ed; and many a hotly con­
tested case has been won by tht:se men, who not un­
willingly resign the field to th e younger and more 
ambitious gentlemt:n th at really compost: th t: active 
membership of the Bar of .Isabella. All these men 
are residents of MI-. Pleasant, and the grl:akst har­
mony prevails alllong them. 

A case C:lme be fore Jud)!;l: Bennett while he was 
Justice of the l'eact.:, which was sdlled satisLlctorily 
without going to law. Wan-de-maY-'Iuay was a good­
looking widow, with a sprightly lad of 12 sumlllt:rs 

~~~-------~ 

Th e ni cest part of this story is, the couple are now 
living near Mt. l'lt:asant, and the husband is a mis­
sionary among his people. They are doing nicely, 
and their courtshi p, although brief, has brought with 
it '1uite a pleasant married life. 

A very rough character came through the town 
several years ago, and while stopping at the hotel, 
stole a pair of beaver gloves from the pocket of a 
guest. The fellow was detected in the act, and 
arrt:sted . He was taken hefore ES(IUire Bennett, and 
a jury was summoned at the request of the prisoner. 
Onl: or two witnesses had been examined, when the 
fellow arose, and, drawing the gloves out of his 
pocket, remarkt.:d, "Well, boys, this thing has gone 
far en;)ugh. Here's the gloves: let's go over and 
take a drink." 

lie nidently thought the whole proceeding was 
a £'1I'ce, but was a pprised of his mistake when he was 
found guilty of the theft, and was afterward sentenced 
to confinelllt:nt in the coullty jail for six months. 
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