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This work is respectfully dedicated to 

THE PIONEERS, 

long since departed. May the memory of those who laid down their burdens 
by the wayside ever be fra.grant as the breath of summer 

flowers. for their toils and sacrifices have made 
Isabella County a garden of sun- 

shine and delights. 



PREFACE 

All life and achievement is evolution; present wisdom comes from past 
experience, and present commercial prosperity has come only from past exer- 
tion and suffering. The deeds and motives of the men that have gone before 
have been instrumental in shaping the destinies of later communities and 
states. The development of a new country was at  once a task and a privi- 
lege I t  required great courage, sacrifice and privation. Compare the pres- 
ent conditions of the people of Isabella county, Michigan, with what they were 
one hundred years ago. From a trackless wilderness and virgin land, it has 
come to be a center of prosperity and civilization, with millions of wealth, 
systems of railways, grand educational institutions, splendid industries and 
immense agricultural and timber productions. Can any thinking person be 
insensible to the fascination of the study which discloses the aspirations and 
efforts of the early pioneers who so strongly laid the foundation upon which 
has beeii reared the magnificent prosperity of later days? T o  perpetuate the 
story of these people and tc: trace and record the social, political and indus- 
trial progress of the c o m m h t y  from its first inception is the function of the 
local historian. A sincere purpose to preserve facts and personal memoirs 
that are deserving of perpetuation, and which unite the present to the past, is 
the motive for the present publication. The work has been in the hands of 
able writers. who have, ai ter  much patient study and research, produced here 
the most complete biographical memoirs or' Isabella county. Michigan, ever 
offered to the public. A specially valuable and interesting department is that 
one devoted to the sketches of representative citizens of this county whose 
records deserve preservation because of their worth, effort and accomplish- 
ment. The publishers desire to extend their thanks to the gentlemen who have 
so  faithfull? labored to  this end. Thanks are also due to the citizens of 
Isabella county for  the uniform kindness with which they have regarded 
this uiideitakiiig a i d  for thcir i i i a q  seriices rendered in the p i n i n g  ~f neces- 
sary inLrn>atiun. 

In  piacing the "Past and Present of Isabella County. Michigan," before 
the citizens, the publishers can conscientiously claim that they have carried 
out the plan as outlined in the prospectus. Every biographical sketch in the 
work has been submitted to the party interested. for correction, and there- 
fore any error of fact, if there be any, is solely due to  the person for whom 
the sketch was prepared. Confident that our efforts to please will meet the 
approbation of the public, v-e are, 

Respectfully, 

T H E  PUBLISHERS. 
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HISTORICAL. 

CHAPTER I. 

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY OF ISABELLA COUNTY. 

The general topography ci Isabella county n-ould be n-hat is called level, 
with a general trend donn~rard  from the west to the east. This is indicated 
by the course of the rivers and smaller streams flowing through the county. 
The C h i p p n a  river, which is the principal one in the county. enters the west 
line thereof about six miles south of the northwest corner. The upper part 
of the r i ter  and before it enters this county is made up of two branches, the 
south branch and the north branch. The south branch has its head in the 
Chippewa lake, in Mecosta county. in township 16 north, range 8 west, and 
from thence runs in an easterly direction until it intersects the north branch. 
which has its head in the lakes and swamps near Chippewa Station in township 
17 north, range 7 west, and runs thence in a south direction till it joins with 
the south branch and is then the Chippewa. Entering the county at  Sherman 
City, it runs south and some east through Sherman township. leaving the town- 

ship on section 34: coming back across the line in section gj. it runs northerly 
about a mile and then takes a south and easterly course, leaving the township 
at the southeast corner. -%bout two m~les south o i  Sherman City it is fed by 
a group of four or five small lakes, from the west, and is also fed at Bundy, 
which is on section g in Broomfield township. by Indian creek. which also 
comes in from the west. -4s you come down the river and on the west of it. 
there is some considerable rolling land as  you leave the river valley and go 
west. There is also some rolling land as you go east from the said val!ey. 
none of it. however, so steep or so rough that it can not be utilized as farming 
lands. 

As you enter the township of Deerfield there is something of a rise on 
both sides of the river. but not very abrupt, nor very high. The river runs 
south and some easterly to where it crosses the section line between sections 
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32 and 33, about sixty rods south of the north line. and there it turns to the 
east and a little north and goes out o i  the township on the north half of section 
2 j, where it enters the township of Union and runs in a northeasterly direction 
through this township and passing through the city of Mt. Pleasant, thence 
north and east. leaving the township of Union and entering the township of 
Chippewa on the southwest corner of section 6 and thence in a general easterly 
course through this township to the east side of the county. leaving the county 
on section 12 of Chippewa. The eastern part of the county along the said 
river and reaching hack from the river for a long \\-ays is generally lex-el, l ~ i t h  
a surface just rolling enough to make it drainable xvithout too much outlay 
of money and labor. Where it makes its most southerly detour in Deerfield 
there is some quite rolling land. as if the TI-aters had been retarded there and 
afterward had broken through and passed on to the east. 

In  the northwest portion of the township of Coldil-ater there is a small 
creek running west to the north branch of the Chippewa. indicating some\vhat 
o i  a dividing ridge and creating a n-ater shed to the west. Then again about 
the middle of the said ton-nship several small streams join rogether and form 
what is known as Walker creek, tvhich f low in a southeasterlq- course, empty- 
ing into the Coldwatcr river just ahore 11-eidnian. tVhei-e these creeks form 
and come together it is some rolling, but nothing serious. and it aiso s h o w  a 
general trend to the southeast. The Cold\\-arer ri\trr has its 3uurc2 iii Little- 
field lake in sections I j. 18 and 20 of the township of Gilmore and runs thence 
a southerly course to Lk'eidman and then on to the Cold\\-ater lake. through 
that lake on south till it empties into the main Chippen-a cn section 7 in Deer- 
field. The territory drained by the Coldwater is comparatirelq- a level country. 
The course of the river being so nearly straight. it ~l-ould seem as if it had 
taken the shortest route possible. ,4s you more on to the east three or four 
miles you encounter the North branch of the Chippen-a in Isabella county. -. ln i s  siream colnes into the county on the m r t h  side x l c !  er. secti~r.  5 iv  Gi!- 
more takes a southeast course to lhe ss~ltheajt COi i iCT  of scc:io:: 34. 7vhs-e it 
receives the waters of Stevenson's lake and then makes a straight !~reak south 
for the Chippewa, going almost due south for something orer t~velve miles. 
then turns a little to the east and enters the Chippewa in section 19 in Union. 
All of the territory drained by the branch and its lesser branches is compara- 
tively level and is first class farming land. It only has a gentle slope to the 
south. The only elevations found are on the south side of Stevenson's lake, 
where you can find a few small hills, but nothing to make it objectionabIe. 
Just north of Stevenson's lake there seems to be somewhat of a dil-iding line 
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and a small part of the township drains north to the Tobacco rirer. The 
east part of Vernon, Isabella, and all of Wise and Denver, drain to the east; 
the waters are carried off by the little creeks and rivers, viz : The Little Salt, 
which arises at  or near Loomis and takes a southerly and easterly course to 
where it crosses the railroad at Deln-in, when it veers off to the east. This 
river is fed by several sma!! creeks, one of \\-hich starts in section 7 in \Vise 
and, running a little south of east, empties into the branch. -Inother, the 
Kinney, starting in section 11, Vernon. and running east and south. empties 
into the Salt; also another commencing about at section 27 in TTernon. known 
as the Killenbeck, running almost east to the Salt. Another starting near tl,e 
north line of Isabella township, kno\\-n as Spring creek. running east to the 
South branch of the Salt; also the South branch of the Salt. conunencing about 
a mile north of IVhiteville and runniilg east to the Salt: and also one called the 
Jordan, commencing near TT'hiteville and running east to the Salt: and also 
another knon-n as the Knefi. commencing on section j, toumship 14 north. 
range 4 \vest, and running in a northeasterly direction to the Salt. all of these 
streams running into the Szlt. -111 of t!~e country drained bj- these creeks. 
embracing nearly one quarter oi  the county. is a level country \\-it11 I-ery little 
rolling or hill- land. I t  is substantially the same kind o i  a scrfaced country 
drained by the Big Salt which rises in the n-est part o i  Lincoln ton-nship and 
r m s  east and north thmngh Shepherd and on to the Chippeu-a. The cn:.i!?t:~- 
is some more rolling than that north of the Chippewa ri\-er. but not to make 
it ob-jectionable. 

The only other rker  of note draining a portion of the count!- is the Pine. 
This river enters the west line of the comtj- in section 6, ton-nship o i  Rolland, 
and, running nearly due east about four miles. is there intersected by the 
Pone?-. n-hich traverses :he south half o i  Broomfield. crossing the south line 
thereoi and then runs into the Pine. The Pine then continues in a southeast- 
erly direction to the southeast corner of Rolland. I t  is ied on its \\-a!- from 
the \vest side by a creek running through Blanchard and by another. knon-n as 
Skunk creek. n-hich is near the south side of the count!-. There is also a 
swamp lying south of \I-inn fed by springs : these finally form a creek known 
as the Korth branch of Pine rirer. This extends south to the main Pine. 
This part of the county is quite level, except on the west side of Rolland. which 
has some considerable hills. Sone of these hills are o i  such a nature as to 
make them worthless for farming purposes and there is scarcely an acre of land 
that can not be utilized for some profitable purpose. 
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SURFACE GEOLOGY OF ISABELLA COUNTY. 

By Fabian Bouton Dodds 

Isabella county, Michigan, is a tract of land situated approxin~ately be- 
tween eighty-four degrees and thirty-seven minutes and eighty-five degrees and 
four minutes west longitude and forty-three degrees and twenty-seven min- 
utes and forty-three degrees and forty-eight minutes north latitude. I t  con- 
tains five hundred and seveziy-six square miles, being twenty-four nliles square. 
I t  is divided into sixteen townships, each six miles square. Its population 
is twenty-two thousand seven hundred and eighty-four. I t  may be reached 
by the Ann Arbor and Pere Marquette railroads. 

I t  is a prosperous farming county, and contains a diversity of soils, from 
boulder clay to coarse sand. The water supply is adequate, the average rain- 
fall being thirty-three to thirty-five inches. The region is drained by the 
Chippewa river and its branches. The ground water level varies from a 
few feet in the eastern part to one hundred and sixty feet below the surface 
in the western part. The region formerly contained some of the best cork 
pine in the state, and still contains some excellent hard wood timber. There 
are extensive deposits of-marl around several of the lakes, notably Littlefield's. 

The writer wishes to aclinon-ledge the aid cf Prcf. R. D. Calkins, of 
the Central State Normal School, and of Mr. Clarence Tripp, in the collection 
of field data and for many helpful suggestions. Mr. Leverett's map of the 
region has also been of great aid as a check, and great care was taken in the 
survey of that particular locality, where an interpretation differing from his 
is suggested. 

Work was coimnenced August 6, 1906, and the field work was com- 
pleted September I. 1yo6. The ground was covered for the most part on 
bicyc!es, though teams were used when necessary. Of course these means of 
son\-ej-ance xere sr;i;p!eme~ted by excursiezs cr? foot where there were no 
roads and when it was found to be necessary to cross sections in order to get a 
sufficiently accurate view. The amount of ground necessary to be traveled 
depended, of course, upon the topography and upon the absence or presence of 
standing timber. Therefore where the rdief was low and the land clear it 
was not always necessary to cover the ground so minutely. I t  seemed neces- 
sary also in many cases to approach a point from two sides in order to inter- 
pret the data correctly, so that in all over nine hundred miles were covered. - 

A compass, a clinometer, a soil x g e r ,  and an aneroid barometer reading 
to three thousand feet were found mcessary. The accuracy of the barometer 
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was preserved by frequent comparisons with the barograph in the Central State 
Normal School. Although there is nc topographical map of the region, a 
field map was made and data located by means of sections. I t  has seemed 
advisable to locate the special parts here treated of by means of townships 
and sections. though reference has been made in a few cases to well known 
points. 

THE REGION IN GENERAL. 

Isabella county, situated as it is in the center of the Great Lakes district, 
presents in detail a sma!! part of the problem of this interesting region. Its 
surface shows very plainly the ~york of the ice. and in the eastern part the 
shore and bed of the glacial Lake Saginaw stand out distinctly. 

I t  seems plain that those problems which involve the direction of ice 
motion and the relation of the terrace and beach levels cannot be definitely 
worked out without a detailed knowledge of the whole surrounding region. 
so that this report has been made largely descriptive. along with such theory 
as could be worked OE? by a study of the county itself. 

I t  has been impossible a!:vays to distinguish between "glacial wash," 
"out wash" and "river wash," as the three are often blended. 

The reiief as well as the height above sea level increases toward the west, 
the eastern part being about seyen hundred and sixty feet above sea level, 
while the western moraines reach nine hundred feet above. Bundy's hill. in 
section 8 of Broomfield. rising to about one thousand three hundred and fifty 
feet above sea level, or four hundred feet above the surrounding country. 

There are many morainai lakes in the county, Coidn-ater lake. in section 
30, Nottawa, the largest, being about two miles long and one mile in width. 
These are usually surrounded by I\-ash, and drain into the Chippewa system. 

The region has many artesian wells, always on the east side of a 
morainal ridge, which would indicate a general eastern dip of the gravel beds. 

I t  is an interesting economic fact that the change of soii is nearly aiways 
shown by the condition and size of the iann buiidings. On a rich ciay soii 
may be seen a large stone residence, with two large barns, while less than 
half a mile away is  a log shack with a tumble-down stable, the latter farm 
being situated on sandy \\-ash. Moreover. a glance at the map will show 
that roads are lacking where the soil is sandy and unproductive. 

THE MORAINES. 

The moraines have been distinguished as terminal and ground, though 
in many cases the line between them has been drawn G Z ! ~  after much delibera- 
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tion and in a few instances may be said to be a matter of personal opinion. 
The word "terminal" is used for all moraines where the ice paused long 
enough to leave a ridge or a thick hummocky monine. The eastern moraines 
are more truly recessional than terminal. 

The general trend of the terminal moraines is nearly north and south. 
There are fire of them and, although they are broken by wash plains, they call 
be traced the whole length of the county. llith the exception of the ridge at  
the extreme east. 

Accompanying these terminal ndges. and xsually parallel to them. there 
are irregular patches of ground moraine. In a few places these are totally 
surrounded by terminal. and sume are seemingly in front of the teminal. 
This of course raises the question of ice motion. 

THE TERMIKAL MORAINES. 

The moraine farthest toward the east consists of a ridge beginning in 
a hummocky patch in sections 2 0  and 29, Chippewa, and extending southward 
through sections 2% afld 33, Chippewa, and sections 4, 9 ,  15, 16 ,  22. 27 and 
?<. Coe. I t  averages about one-fourth mile in width, though it widens to a 
u-. 

mile o r  more in several places. I t  is about twenty feet higher than the sur- 
rounding country. I t  is composed largely of boulder clay, though there is a 
layer of gravel through it. This layer of gravel would seem to be of great 
importance, since east of this ridge and along nearly its whole length there 
are artesian wells. some filling a two-inch pipe. 

This ridge is a true recessional moraine and shows one o i  the various 
pauses during which the ice thickened the ground moraine and left a ridge. 
North of the end of this ridge, in sections 17 and 18, Chippewa, there is a 
ridge about a mile in length and one-fourth mile wide. I t  stands alone amid 
the I\-ash plain, and thoxgh it is of comparative low relief yet it shows the 
moraine characteristic. 

Directiy west o i  the village of Shepherd, in sections 7 and 8, Coe. and 
section 1 2 ,  Lincoln, there are three almost parallel ridges which, though lower 
than the main ridge. show very plainly their recessional character. 

The next moraine is much larger. On the north it enters the county in 
sections I and 2 ,  Vernon, and extends south through sections 4, 1 4 ,  22, 27 
and 33, Vernon, 4, 8, 18> 1 9 ,  30 and 31, Isabella, 6, 7, 8 ,  20, 2 8  and 3 4 ,  

Union, and 2, 1 0 ,  14 ,  2 4  and 2 5 ,  Lincoln. 
At its northern edge it is fully two miles wide and widens slightly until 

it reaches Isabella, where it narrows rapidly until a t  the point where the 
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Chippewa river valley cuts across it it is scarcely a half mile in width. South 
of the Chippewa valley it continues as a narrow, irregular ridge, sometimes 
so iow as to be confounded with the surrounding ground moraine. I t  widens 
somewhat at  its southern end. 

At its northern extremity it is somexhat hummocky. but does not lose 
its ridge character. West of section 10, Isabella, the moraine consists of a 
series of parallel ridges gradually growing higher toward the west. I t  is here 
very difficult to draw the line bet\\-een ground and terminal since the terminal 
differs from the ground in degree only. -4s it enters Union it again assumes 
its ridge form and is easily distinguished from the somen-hat lover ground 
moraine surrounding it. I t  is conlposed mostly of boulder c!ap; though it 
contains some sand and gravel. 

The next moraine toward the west is separated from the second one by 
a belt of wash and ground moraine. At the north it enters the county in 
section I. Gilmore. and extends south to Stevenson's lake, where it is cut 
through by a \\-ash belt. This part of the moraine is distinctly hummocky 
in form and has an irregular series of kettle holes. There are no definite 
ridges. I t  is here four miles wide and fifty feet high. In section 6, Vernon, 
was found a formation of pleistocene san?src?ne into which were cemented 
several large striated boulders. The formation is apparently purely local. 

South of the wash belt the moraine continues through sections 26. 27 and 
33, Gillnore; 4. 9. i G .  20. 27 aiid 32. Sotialr-a. aid j. 9. 16, 21 al;d 28, D e e r -  

field. I t  is cut through by the wash belt in the Chippewa valley. This part 
of the moraine gradually assumes the ridge-like character, though it is irreg- 
ular both in x-idth and height. I t  widens considerably near the wash belt. 

S x t h  of the Chippewa valley it widens still more, and in section 2 ,  Fre- 
rnont. it divides. one tongue reaching the southern boundary of the county 
through sections 6, 7 .  18 and 19, Lincoln, and 2 ;  and 36. %re::?=nt. The 
other tongue ends in a wash belt in section 22, Fremont. A belt of ground 
morzine separates the t ~ o .  

-\hi: a mi!c cast a i  LittleFe!?, lake. i:: Gi!mc?re. there annear. rr -- a hit ~f 

terminal ridge extending from section 6 southward to section 32. I t  is 
entirely surrounded by wash and bordered on its eastern side by swamp. In 
shape it is an irregdar ridge (or succession of ridges) and rises to a consider- 
able height at its southern end. The only southern moraine which wotild 
seem to correlate with this isolated piece is in section 26, Sherman, five miles 
south. This. though cut hy the valley of Indian creek. continues south to the 
edge cf the cocnty. In section 26, hmvever, the moraine is composed mostly 
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of clay and is very hummocky. I t  continues southeast and in section 33, 
Deerfield, is separated from the third moraine treated of by the Chippewa 
valley. 

In  the northwest corner of section 32, Deerfield, a small tributary of the 
Chippewa in draining a small lake has cut a deep V-shaped valley in the 
moraine, giving it the appearance of high relief. From this point !t exrends 
southward ta section 7, Fremont, where it divides, one part ending in section 
31, Fremont, the other cutting the southern boundary of the county in section 
32 of that township. The material between those two parts has the character 
of ground moraine, though \\-ash predominates in the valley between. The 
moraine varies in width and height, its width being from one-half to two 
miles. I t  is impossible to say u-ith certainty v-hether this rather irregular 
moraine belongs to the moraine toward the east or  no:. though at one place at 
least it nearly connects with it, there being only a narrow wash belt between. 

The moraine, o r  group of moraines, farthest west presents the most 
interesting data. One patch occupies nearly the whole township of Coldwater 
and extends eastward into sections 9 and 19, Gilmore, and south into sections 
7 and 10, Shermatl. How far  li  ex~ends north into Clare county and west 
into Mecosta county could only roughly be estimated. That par: of the 
moraine in this county is very high. being two hundred fee: higher than the 
n-ach in the valleys to the east. 11 is very hummocky in places anc! in sections 
20 and 29, Coldwater, it assumes the form of ridges. In its southern portion 
in northern Sherman it has much the appearance of high ground moraine, yet 
near its edge it becomes higher and then drops off into a high wash terrace. 

Nearly all the northern and northeastern portions are sandy and the soil 
poor, but near Brinton the soil is clay. From the character and size of this 
moraine it would seem to be more truly terminal than those farther east. 

The Chippek~a valley cuts through sections 6, 7 and i7 ,  Sherman, and 
south of this the moraine narrows, scarcely reaching the center of section 28. 
I t  again narrows. uassing through the center of section 31 and gradually rising 
toward the south, till in sections 5 .  6, 7 and 8, Rroorr.fie!d. it reaches its highest 
point. over thirteen hundred feet. in Bundy's hill. 

This is an irregular shaped hill. rising four hundred feet above the wash 
and having thin crests. These crests shape gently to  the west and finally die 
out as ground moraine in Mecosta county. The eastern slopes are steeped, 
sometimes twenty and thirty degrees. and have a series of "foothills" or  knobs, 
which do not seem to be entirely the work of erosion, for there are some 
undrained depressions. 
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At nearly the highest point there is a boulder of granite which measures 
forty feet in circumference and probably weighs twenty tons ; there are sev- 
eral more, slightly smaller, near it, and others of the same type appear farther 
south. None of these are found in the moraine farther east. 

The hill proper is composed mostly of sand, though there is clay near its 
borders. I t  slopes rapidly down until, in section 16. the moraine appears as 
a low, narrow ridge, scarcely one-half mile wide. It slightly widens and dies 
out in section 26. 

Between this and the next eastern moraine there appear three small, yet 
marked, ridges less than a mile in length; these are separated from the eastern 
moraine by wash, from the western ground moraine. 

In  sections 2 and 11, Sherman, there are two small oval hills. They 
are probably remnants of the large moraine, which have been isolated by 
erosion. 

South of the Bundy moraine, and separated from it at its eastern end by 
the Pine river valley. lies a high moraine whose long axis is roughly east and 
\vest. I t  occupies sections 31, 32, 33, 34 and 3j, Broomfield, and is about 
one and one-half miles wide. I t  slopes down on the south to the Pine river 
valley. I t  is composed of a series of ridges, though at  its eastern end and 
near its base it is quite hummocky. In composition it is clay. though some- 
what mixed with sand. Its soil is generally good. I t  shows many of the 
characteristics of the Bundy and Coldwater moraines. 

South of the Pine river (which is tributary to  the Chippewa) another 
high moraine occupies sections 7, 8, g and I j. Rolland. I t  is composed of one 

. 

central ridge, though at its eastern end and along its base it becomes hum- 
mocky. I t  slopes rather abruptly down into the valley of a tributary of the 
Pine. and on the south side of the raliey there appear patches of a lower 
moraine having a very hzmmocky appearance. 

At the western end ol these moraines in Alecosta county the valley be- 
tween them disappears and they join and form one. Thus it would appear 
as though the Pine and its tributary had headed up  into a moraine and dis- 
sected it, forming tongues. There is comparatively little \\-ash in those ral- 
leys and they present rather young characteristics. 

South of Skunk creek, in sections 34 and 35, Rolland. there is a wide 
ridge of moraine. sandy on its northern edge, but good clay near the edge of 
the county. I t  runs southward for a considerable distance into hlontcalm 
county. 

In section 29 there is a small oval hill ~ h i c h  seemed marked enough to 
designate as terminal. 

(3) 
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THE GROUND MORAINE. 

The ground moraine usually occurs behind the terminal and nest  to it. 
In several cases, however, it has been necessary to designate areas vhich do 
not occupy this regular position as ground moraine. Again it is sometimes 
difficult to distinguish between terminal moraine and ground moraine on the 
one hand, and ground moraine and wash on the other, as sometimes the was11 
is but ground moraine rehandled slightly by running water. 

There is a narrow belt of ground moraine east of the first terminal In Coe 
I ts  surface is rather rolling and it is composed largely of boulder clay. I t  is 
bounded on the east by a very marked beach ridge. 

Southeast of 31t. Pleasant there is a belt of ground moraine about four 
and one-half miles wide situated between the two narrow terminal ridges 
I t  is cut through near its southern edge by the narrow wash belt of the Salt 
River valley. I t  has a rolling topography and has several small swamps. I t  
contains the three small morainal ridges already spoken of. The same belt 
apparently continues north of the Chippewa valley. I t  takes a northeasterly 
course and leaves the county a t  the north through sections 4, j and 6. IVise. 
I t  has a rc!ling topogrqhy and is composed of boulder clay. 

South of Mt. Pleasant. and west of the second terminal. there is a belt 
of ground moraine about three miles wide Towards its southern edge it IS 

separated from the second and third terminals by \)ash. North of the Chip- 
pewa valley this belt continues, thmgh dissected by the North Branch valley. 
In  fact, it is entirely cut away from the second terminal north of sect~on I ,  

Deerfield. I t  joins for a short distance north of Stevenson's lake, and leaves 
the county as a narrow belt about a mile wide. I t  IS very irregular and ap- 
parently made more so by the wash belt cutting it lengthwise. 

In  sect~ons 11, 12 and I, Deerfield, there is a peculiar ~ l d g e  about a m l e  
and a half long and thirty feet high. Its form is eskar-like, jet at  its eastern 
end. in section I. it is composed of boulder clay for about a quarter of a m~le  
Then it assumes a true ridge-like character. though with several irregular off- 
shoots toward the north and west. From here westward it is colnpsed of 
sand and gravel, in many cases beautifully stratified as shown by sections In 
gravel pits. One of these especially showed a distinct dome-like character 
and the stones were rounded by water action. Although this ridge could not 
he called a true eskar, yet it showed the characteristic of a serpentine kame. 

North of Stevenson's lake the ground moraine is quite level. though it is 
clay, even at the surface. In this moraine there are several flowing wells. one 
just north of the lake and several as far south as the Chippena valley. 
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The patch of ground moraine in eastern Fremont is a low belt of rolling 
country flashed on either side by the tongues of the terminals described above. 
Near its southern boundary it is bordered on the west by a wash belt. 

In sections 20 and 29, Fremont, there is an oval patch entirely surrounded 
by moraines, though a narrow wash belt has cut in on the west. I t  is rather 
rolling, yet it is not high nor hummocky enough to  be classed as terminal. 
Its position is a t  least unusual. 

In sections I and 12, Rolland, there is a narrow strip of moraine sloping 
from the terminal on one side to the wash on the other. yet it is composed of 
clay and has a rolling topography. 

Directly east of the Bundy moraine there is a strip of ground moraine 
five miles long and one wide, which, though bounded on the east by wash, 
would seem to  belong to  the terminal east of the Bundy terminal. North of 
this the ground moraine does not appear in the county, though it probably 
appears a few miles west in hlecosta. 

West and south of the Bundy moraine there is a wide tract of rolling 
ground moraine which fits snugly against the Bundy n~oraine on the north 
and the terminal moraine on the south. I t  is rolling and slightly sandy and 
contains some swamp land. 

South of Blanchard there is a large tract of ground moraine which exr 
tends back into Mecosta and Montcalm -counties. I t  is somen-hat sandy. 
though as  a rule the land is good. i t  is rather roiiing, but is ion-er than the 
terminals on the east. 

I t  can now readily be seen that the general trend of the moraines is north 
and south; that the terminals increase in height and dimensions toward the 
u-est, and that the eastern ground moraines cox-er a much larger per cent of 
the morainal area than the western ground moraines. I t  may also be re- 
marked that east of the Chippewa valley the ground moraines are on the east 
side of the terminals, while on the west side of the valley they are on the west 
side. Moreover, the character of rhe muraiiies west o l  the vallej- is diflereiit 
from that on the east. The \vestern moraines are more sandy a i d  contain 
rery large boulders of granite and a quartzite conglomerate which were not 
found east of the valley. 

-411 the drainage is east or southeast with the exception of a small stream 
in northwest Coldwater. The streams have cut valleys across the moraines, 
and in most cases the valley narrows in passing across them. In  nearly all 
cases the original trend of tl2e moraine can be readily seen. 
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THE WASH. 

-4s before stated. the term " w a s h  has been used for both glacial wash 
and river wash. In some pa& of the region they are distinct, in others they 
are so intermingled that any line of separation is impossible. The wash is 
usually more or  less stratified sand or  rounded gravel. I t  usually follows the 
river valley, though there are notable exceptions. The swamps have been 
classed as n-ash, though the large snes have ,ken  differentiated. The lake 
bottom, flat in the eastern part, has been classed as wash, for it shows quite 
a depth of sand upon the clay beneath. In  many cases the rivers come from 
the moraines in comparatively young valleys and distr ib~~te the wash in their 
lower courses. In a few cases, notably in front of the high terraces near 
Weidman. the lower flats are made from rehandled glacial wash. 

Along some of the valleys the glacial wash terraces look much the same 
as the lower river terraces, though their surfaces are much more uneven than 
the river terraces and present the appearance of pitted plains. 

The strip of \vash imlnediately around Littlefield lake consists of low, 
marshy land, and near the lake and somewhat farther south there are extensive 
marl beds. On the east side of the small strip of terminal the wash is some- 
\ h a t  sandy. though close to  the moraine there are a series of small r . amps. 
X narro\v strip of ~vas !~  fol1011-s the valley of Ycrth Branch eastu-ard and 
combines with the Stevenson's lake wash. 

Directly north of the Coldwater moraine. and fitting snugly against it, 
are a series of high glacial mash terraces. Near the moraine they are very 
little modified by erosion and form a very good example of a pitted plain. 
About a mile north of Weidman these are dissected by erosion and from this 
point south nearly to Cold\vater lake z x t b e r  lower terrace has been cut from 
the high one. Both terraces are, of course. dissected by erosion, and from 
this p i n t  sot?th nearly to Coldwater lake another lower terrace has been cut 
from :he high a x .  90th terraces 2re. of course. dissected by the important 
drainage lines. 

The southern edge of the high terrace swings westward and joins the 
Coldwater moraine close to the Chippewa valley. Remnants of this high 
terrace can be noted in section 6, Nottawa. The land being dissected by 
erosion, it was impossible to note any remnants south of Cold\\-ater lake, the 
lake itself being on the same level as Weidman. The Ion-er terrace gradually 
blends into the wash in the Chippewa valley. 

The wash in the valley of the Pine River system seems to be rehandled 
glacial material brought from the dissected moraines toward the west. I t  is 
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a broad, rather flat valley, containing a good soil. In  section 18, Fremont, 
there is a small swamp whose drainage is  south through a wash belt into the 
Pine. 

I n  the valley of the north branch of the Pine there is considerable wash, 
and north of Winn it assumes the character of swamp land. The wash in the 
southern end of the valley is rather sandy. 

South of st evens or,'^ lake the wash belt narrows and swings through a 
narrow pass into the valley of the north branch of the Chippewa. This 
valley is apparently cut from the ground moraine and the inroads made by 
tributaries in the southern part of the vailey show that the 11-ork is still in 
progress. How much of the terminal moraine on the east has been cut away 
can oniy be judged from the evidence furnished by the existence of the rem- 
nant on the south end. 

In  section 17, Lincoln, there begins a large swamp which drains south- 
ward. I t  continues about two miles wide and still appears as markedly swamp 
on the southern edge of the county. 

In  the eastern part of Lincoln a belt of wash a mile in width at its source 
gradua!!y narrows as the river approaches the lake flat. 

At  Mt. Pleasant the wash widens rapidly and its southern boundary 
extends east to section 21. Chippewa, then nearly southeast to the southeast 
corner of the county. The northern boundary of the \vash is marked only 
by the change from sand to clay, as the tiii plain is as levei here as the wash. 
The line of separation is an irregular line passing through sections 31, 29, 2 1 ,  

16. 10 and 13. Denver. 
The  till plain has been mentioned and it does not seem out of place here 

to continue the discussion. The line of separation from the moraine on the 
west is not at all satisfactory. it being very marked in places and entirely dis- 
appearing in others. In a few places there appears even the semblance 
of a beach ridge. yet it is only local and always dies out within a short dis- 
tance. yet the tiii piain is so ievei atid grades so iiiipeiceptib!y into the c-ash 
on the south that it is at  Ieast probabie rhat the iake cu i -e rd  this also. at leas; 
for a time. The flat plain of wash proper is covered on top with a sandy loam, 
which varies in depth from a few inches to several feet. Its surface is almost 
level except where drainage lines have dissected it. 

I n  section 36, Coe, there appears at  the eastern edge of the lake flat a 
low ridge of sand and gravel, which extends along the lake border to section 
2 1 ,  Chippe\va. I t  has an even crest and slopes with an even angle out into the 
lake flat. In places it has been destroyed by erosion. but it is clearly trace- 
able along the edge of the flat. At its northern end it divides and forms two 
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projections, one behind the other. This would indicate a sort of spit forma- 
tion. Moreover, about a quarter of a mile toward the east there is a low ridge 
running out from the end of the terminal. I t  is apparently a spit formed 
when the waters of the lake at a slightly higher level were Mown as a littoral 
current northward off the end of the moraine and into deeper water, where 
the spit was deposited. Then the waters of the lake fell. due, probably, to 
the shifting of the ice, and the beach ridge -;;-as formed, the little spit first, then 
the eastern one. The beach ridge seems at no place to have been a barrier. 
though modifications since may have destroyed the evidence. 

As stated earlier in this report, no attempt has been made to give more 
than a descriptive statement of the surface geology of the region. There are 
a few conclusions which might, hoxever, be suggested. 

I t  v;as probably in the I\-estern part of the county that the Michigan lobe 
and the Saginam lobe of the ice sheet came together. Perhaps the only legiti- 
mate evidence of the point of contact is the fact that the Chippewa valley 
separates the moraines by a comparatively wide wash basin, and that west 
of this basin the ground moraines are west of the terminals, while east of the 
valley they are east of the terminals. Moreover, the terminals east and west 
differ in material and in the size and number of the large boulders. The fact 
that the whole valley near Uieidnian was filled with high wash sloping eastward 
would tend to indicate n-ash from the west. Then in many cases the lo re r  
terraces fit into the uneven edge of the dissected terrace and slope \vestward. 
There is a probability that the Michigan lobe advanced and deposited the 
western moraine, and that the \-ash I\-as formed in front and sloped toward 
the east, and that then there was cut and formed a high terrace. Later the 
Saginaw lobe advanced to the position of the terminal east of Weidman and 
its wash sloped away from its front and fitted into the erosion lines of the high 
wash. 

Lake Saginan- was formed when the ice had retreated from the reces- 
sional moraines farthest east. and the water was held between the moraine 
and the retreating ice. HOW far it extended vestward at  Mt. Pleasant is 
only a matter of conjecture, for the wash from the Chippewa has destroyed 
the ridge if there ever was any. The absence of the beach north of Mt. Pleas- 
ant may be explained by the fact that the lake remained only a short time. and 
that it had washed over very little material is shown by the absence of sand 
on the till plain. 

The question of river terraces and the correlation of levels would be an 
interesting problem, but would require a careful study of all the surrounding 
rivers and of the lake shore both north and south. I t  is probable. however, 
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that the terraces in the valleys correspond to the fluctuations in lake level, 
which ;$-ere ir? turn caused by the advance and retreat of the ice. 

I t  is hoped that the work done in this county will be some small aid in 
the solution of the more general problem of the Great Lake region. 

[The above article on the geology of Isabella county is entirely the pro- 
duction of Fabian Bouton Dodds, and to hiin is to be given all credit for his 
thorough and painstaking labor. as well as his knowledge of the subject.- 
I. .\. F~SCHER ] 



CHAPTER 11. 

GEOGRAPHICAL AXD OTHER PITAMES. 

The geographical names in the couii'j; are not many. The first of the 
names was that of the county itself, called Isabella, and is supposed to  have 
been named at the time the lands of the county were set apart from the rest 
of the state and given a name by those in authority. The terntory comprised 
within the limits of the county being of the best. if not the best, as a whole 
in the state, it would be but natural that they should look about for some good 
person whose n2rr.e it shculd bear and when they came to that of the good 
Queen Isabella they cried "Eureka" and named it Isabella. 

The first township organized in the county was that of Coe. This town- 
ship was orgaized a t  the time, in 1855, when George A. Coe was iieutenant- 
governor of the state and this township was named after him, the lam being 
approved February 13. 18 55. 

I n  the very early days of Michigan the territory of the Saginaw valley 
n as inhabited by the Chippewa Indians and the river now known by the name 
Chippewa was then, as now, flowing peacefully down to the bay and was a 
highway of travel by the native in his canoe and was known to be a territory 
\+-ell stocked with fish as well as inhabited by wild game and the fur animals. 
There are still today many evidences of the habitation of the beaver, and all 
of the old settler3 can rouch for the deer. wildcat, hedgehog, mink, marten. 
muskrat : so n-hen the white man came the river had nothing to do but retain 
its old name. There \\-as also the Pine river, named from the fact of its 
running through a wilderness of pine forests. 

The Coldwater river is named from the fact that it is noted for its clear, 
cold spring water as it flows from the lake of that name, which also is a body 
of pure, ice-cold water and was formerly bordered by dense cedar swamps, 
which in this country are a sure index of pure, cold water. 

Chippewa township mas set up October 12, 1858, and was named after the 
river, which crosses the town from west to east. 

Isabella to~vnship was set up in 1857 and was named after the county, 
and in its first organization was nearly co-extensive with the county boun- 
dark;. 
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Union township was organized in 1861, when the cloud of disruption of 
the union of states were rising in the east. and the patriotism of the board of 
supervisors rose to the occasion and the new organization was named Union, 
which, under the circumstances, was a most sensible and patriotic thing t o  do. 

Fremont township mas given life and vigor in 1863 and was named after 
Gen. John C. Fremont: and at the same session of the board of supervisors 
the township of Lincoln was organized and named after the then President 
of the United States, Abraham Lincoln. I t  was at  a time \\-hen every eye 
and thought was turned toward the great struggle then going on between the 
North and the South, and these great men were constantly before the people. 

Vernon was set apart in June, 1866, and its name is supposed to have 
been suggested by some one who had settled there from the town of Vernon 
in the more southern portion of the state. 

In  October of the same year Rolland was organized and named Rolland. 
but why me are uninformed. 

Broomfield was set apart in March. 1868, and was named after one of 
its oldest ~ i i d  most respected settlers, William Broomfield. W e  are pleased 
to note that the old gentleman is still with us and has been permitted to enjoy 
the respect and esteem of his friends and neighbors for these many years. 

Coldivater 11-as given life the same day that Broomfield township was and 
w x  can~ecl after the lake of that name. 

Gilmore, which is township 16 north, range 5 west, was organized in 
1870 and was named after Admiral Gilmore. 

'\Vise iuwnship, organized in January, 18.72, mas named after George W. 
Wise. one of the first settlers and one who contributed very much in an early 
day toward the development of that section of the county. 

Sherman was brought to life and light in October, 1868. and was named 
after the great general of that name. 

Deerfield n a s  set up in 1876 and some of the Indians claim that its name 
was given it on account of the fact that it used t o  be a great runway ior deer 
and, in fact. it is generally known that it was a wonderiul tieid for the beautifui 
animal. 

Nottan-a? was erected in 187j  and n-as named after the old Chief Not- 
to-way, who, after the Indians had laid by their roving habits. nad settled in 
that town and became one of its citizens. 

Denver township was the last to be organized, which \\-as accomplished 
in January, 1876. the centennial year, and it is said that it derived its name 
from some one who had been or Iired in Denver, Colorado. 

Sait river. in the southeast part of the county, is said to derive its name 
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from the fact that there used to be some deer-licks on the upper portion, places 
where the deer used to go to get their salt, and some say that that is the place 
that the lesser politician migrates to when he can't lick salt in the party any 
longer. 

There are the Little and Big Salt rivers in the northeast portion of the 
county. but whether they derive their names from any such source or not \I-e 
are uninfon~ed.  

The Littlefield lake derived its name from a Mr. Littlefield who some 
years ago was interested in a large tract of pine timber located in that vicinity. 
H e  was a native of New York and was considered at  one time one of the 
foremost men of his section of the state. 

Stevenson's lake derived its name from an English gentleman 11-ho came 
to this state and county for the purpose of securing a tract of pine timber that 
he might buy, cut, run to  Saginaw. cut it for shipment o r  ship the logs to 
England and there cut and build a castle for himself out of that native timber 
of Michigan. He bought and cut the timber here. but was unable at  that 
time to get it down the north branch of the Chippewa and afterward aban- 
doned the project, but the lake still bears his name. 

.Aside from geographical names, there are others that will probably inter- 
est some at least. Among the first of the settlers that came to Mt. Pleasant 
and vicinity mere several for whom the Indians carved out a name signifying 
some peculiar trait of character possessed by them and they expressed it in 
their own language as follows: Judge William H. Nelson. who was also a 
hotel keeper at Isabella City, they called Mack-san--gay. meaning "a big bird." 

The Rev. George Bradley, who was their missionary preacher for several 
years and one that did a good deal for their benefit, they called Mack-tayquo- 
me-ya. 

Francis S. Babbitt, the man that sold them goods for many years at 
IsaLdIa City in an early day of their settlement here. they called Ah-gach-go- 
daw-gaw, being "sharp voice," he having a fine, clear voice. 

Cass Mosher, xi-ho was the son of Xelson Mosher, the first la\\.!-er to 
settle in the county. they called Mo-she-zhismh. meaning "ycpng Mosher." 

Czc of the first settlers in the west part of the t o ~ n s h ? ~  of Union was 
A. M. Merrill, who cut his may through the wilderness and made him and his 
family a home and who was one of the very early men of affairs in the county; 
him they called Ah-gah-che-go-daw-gaw. which, in plain English. means 
"little head." Phil Gruett, one of the oracles of the tribe and one who had 
as extensive and perfect knowledge of the Indians and of their names and 
ancestors as any one of the tribes. they called Mu-sob. 
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Joseph Bradley, another of the bright ones and who is at the present 
time unearthing some of the lapses of the government in regard to their pay- 
ments to the Indians under the treaties and who is getting considerable of that 
money for his people, they call Kak-kak-nan--bay. 

Gay-bos-se-gay, or Dan Covert. or Dan Sunshine, they call on account of 
his brightness of countenance. bright sunshine : and by the way he vas  a sharp- 
shooter in the \Tar of the Rebellion and on the right side. as he enlisted from 
Isabella county. 

Pay-baw-mash was one of the good Indians and one who accompanied 
the writer on many of his journeys in the woods xhile sun~eying lands and 
locating state roads, one of the reliable ones: they called him. in English, 
Alonzo Barrows. 

Sha~v-shaw-wan-ne-beece. the great chief of the whole tribe. x i s  called. 
in English, Green Bird. And surely he was a most po~verful and eloquent 
man as  well as a great orator. 

0-saw-wan--bon. interpreted into English, is Gall. 
John Irons was Na~x--ga~i--nxi-ay-n.e-dung in Indian. 
John Collins was Man-che-che-won, and TTrilliam Smith is Xin-keens. 
Charles Rodd, who was for some time United States government inter- 

preter in Isabella and \vas interpreter at rhe time of the treaty of 1864 n-as, 
in Indian, She-she-bons, x~hich means "little duck." and Thomas Chatfield, 
who was an Indian doctor, was Shay-bo-nay-be. 

These Indians used to have their yearly feast. when they \\-odd all get 
together and have the best there was and go through their religious rites. 
They have a Great Father, called by them \Yin-do-go, meaning a "giant" or 
"big man." .At these meetings was the time \\-hen every Indian donned his best 
and most costly wearing apparel. They n-ashed up as best they could, just 
as \\.bite folks do about Easter time, and if they hac! anything good or costly 
or nice they had it on, as they espected that IYin-do-go might come at  any 
time and was sure to come some time. Where they got this no one knon-s: 
it has been handed down to them from time out of mind. 

Shaw-shan-TI-an-ne-beece many years ago told Phil Gruet that the United 
States government had borrowed of these Indians some fifty thousand dollars 
and had riel-er paid but two annuities of that amount. and that the balance 
mas now due to this tribe. 

Quo-quo-cum-a-gaw means "broken stick." 
Pork. in Indian, is KO-kosk, but one old gentleman ~ h o  used to trade 

with them a considerable always insisted on calling it Coc-koo-se. 
Cold water is interpreted as Chic-sin-nah-bish. 
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These Indians also have their superstitions, like most Indians and some 
white folk. We remember being with a party of them in the woods over in 
Mecosta county on a survey when a certain one of the Indians lay down on 
the ground at his bed time and, as usual with most of the Indians, he lit his 
pipe for his last smoke of the day and proceeded to take his sleep, but in his 
dreams he was aroused a d  when fully awake found that the camp was quiet, 
so he thought he would take another smoke, so reached over on a root where 
he had last laid his pipe and it was not there. He  arose. lighted a torch and 
proceeded to hunt for the lost pipe, but it could nowhere be found. so he lay 
down for another nap. When he awoke in the morning the first thing he 
thought of was his pipe; he put out his hand to the root where he had laid it 
the night before and, lo and behold, there it was. but to his surprise it was 
warm. Finding it in this condition, he immediately assumed that some wild 
Indian had borrowed his pipe. taken a smoke after he had searched for it and 
had laid down and fallen asleep, and had returned and laid his pipe in the 
place where he had first placed it. While the camp was a t  breakfast, cooking 
and eating our broiled ham and crackers, there appeared to be some commo- 
tion among the Indians and on inquiry 'we discovered what had happened. 
The Indian had been looking for the track of the wild Indian and had found 
what appeared to him to be that of the track or footprint of some giant wild 
Indian. and they all took up the story and trouble was in the air. 

We finished our meal as soon as convenient and packed and started for 
the east toward home. Noon came and we desired to send two of the Indians 
for water some distance south o i  our camp, but no Indian could be prevailed 
on to leave the camp, so all had to don their loads and march south about a 
mile to water The march was kept up all the afternoon and by night time 
we had crossed the county line into Isabella, and then the Indians were relieved. 

At another time John Irons' family, who lived just west of the now 
Indian School farm. had laid down a walk of bark leading to the spring where 
they got their water for culinary purposes. and evidently the wind had scat- 
tered the bark. but the family laid it to evil spirits and for a long time could 
not be prevailed on to replace them and obtain their water from the spring. 
After a long time it \\-ore away. the scare was removed and the water again 
sought, as of former times. 



CHAPTER 111. 

EARLY HISTORY. 

I t  is amusing and also instructive to look back over the distant past and 
see hew lavish the people of this country and those assuming authority were 
with the broad acres of this. then an unknown c-ilderness. On October 11, 
1614, the New Netherlands were granted to the Amsterdam Company, em- 
bracing all of the terfitory between latitude forty and fifty degrees, and extend- 
ing from sea to sea. In 1620, not to be outdone, a great patent was granted 
to the Plymouth Company, extending from the fortieth to the forty-eighth 
degree north latitude and extending from ocean to ocean. 

In 1628 came the Endicott grant. extending from three miles south of 
the Charles river to three miles north of the Nerrimac river and from ocean 
to ocean. 

Then, in 1784, Virginia ceded to the general government all her territory 
from forty-one degrees north iaritude south to the Ohio river. 

In 1785 Massachusetts ceded to the general government her western ter- 
ritory, lying between parallels forty-two degrees t ~ v o  minutes and one second 
and forty-three degrees and thirty minutes: and in 1786 Connecticut ceded 
to  the general go~ernment the territory between degrees forty-one and forty- 
two and two minutes. 

Following these cessions, the general government. on the 23d day of July, 
I $7, passed the following ordinance : 

I .  Be it ordained by the United States. in Congress assembled. that the 
said territory, fzr the pxpose of temporary government, be one district, sub- 
ject. however. to  be divided into two districts. as future circumstances may. 
in the opinion of Congress, make it espedient. 

2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the estates both of 
resident and non-resident prcprietors in the said territory, dying intestate, 
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shall descend and be distributed among their children, and the descendants of 
a deceased child, in equal parts; the descendants of deceased child o r  grand- 
child to take a share of their deceased parent in equal parts among them ; and 
where there shall be no children or  descendants, then in equal parts to the nest  
of kin in equal degree; and among collaterals, the children of a deceased 
brother or sister of the intestate shall have, in equal parts among them, their ' 
deceased parent's share; and there shall, in no case, be a distinction between 
kindred of the whole and half blood; saving, in all cases, to the widow of the 
intestate her third part of the real estate for life, and one-third part of the 
personal estate; and this law relative to descendants and dower shall remain 
in full force until altered by the legislature of the district. And until the gov- 
ernor and judges shall adopt laws. as hereinafter mentioned. estates in the 
said territory may be devised or bequeathed by mills in writing. signed and 
sealed by him or  her in whem the estate may be (being of full age). and 
attested by three witnesses; and real estate may be conveyed by lease and 
release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed and delivered by the person, being 
of full age. in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, pro- 
vided such wills be  duly proved. such conveyances be acknowledged, 01- the 
execution thereof be duly proved, and be recorded within one year after proper 
magistrates, courts and registers shall he appointed for that purpose; and 
persoxal property may be transferred by delivery, saving, however, to  the 
French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskias, Vin- 
cents, and the neiahboring villages, who have heretofore professed themselves 
citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs now in force among them relative 
to the descent and conveyance of properties. 

3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, that there shall be appointed. 
from time to time, by Congress, a governor, whose conxnission shall continue 
in force for the term of three years. unless sooner revoked by Congress; he 
shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein in one thousand 
acres of iand, vihiie in the exercise of his omce. 

4. There shall be appointed i'rom time to time, by Congress, a secretary, 
whose commission shall continue in force for four years, unless sooner re- 
voked; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein in 
five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. I t  shall be his 
duty to keep and preserve the acts and laws passed by the Legislature, and 
the public records of the district, and the proceedings of the governor in his 
executive department; and transmit authentic copies of such acts and pro- 
ceedings every six months to the secretary of Congress. There shall also be 
appointed a court, to consist of three judges. any t\\-o of whom to form a court, 
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who shall have a common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have 
each therein a freehold estate in five hundred acres of land while in the exer- 
cise of their offices; and their commissions shall continue in force during good 
behavior. 

j. The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and 
publish in the district such laws of the original states, criminal and civil, as 
may be necessary and best suited to the circumstances of the district, and 
report them to Congress from time to time; which laws shall be in -force in 
the district until the organization of the General -4ssemnbly therein, unless 
disapproved of by Congress; but afterwards the Legislature shall ha\-e 
authority to alter them as they shall think fit. 

6.  The governor, for the time beiug, shall be commander-in-chief of 
the militia, appoint and commission all officers in the same below the rank o i  
general officers; all general officers shall be appointed and commissioned b j  
Congress. 

7. Previous to the organization of the Genera1 Assembiy the governor 
shall appoint such magistrates and other civil officers in each county or to~1-n- 
ship as he shall find necessary for  the preservation of the peace and good order 
in the same. After the General Assembly shall be organized the powers and 
duties of the magistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated and defined 
by the said Assembly: but all magistrates and other civil officers. not herein 
otherwise directed, shaii, d~lring tile continuance of ;!;is teixporai--i go?-erc- 
ment, be appointed by tho governor. 

8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted 
or made shall haye force in all parts of the district, and for the execution of 
process. criminal and civil, the governor shall make proper divisions thereof :. 
and he shall proceed from time to  time, as circumstances may require, to la? 
out the parts of the district in which the Indian titles shall have been extin- 
guished, into counties and townships, subject, however, to such alterations as 
may thereafier be made by thc Lcgis!atxe. 

9. As soon as tiittre sila:: be :I\-e t!iousand free -z!e in?xhitants nf fc!ll. 

age in the district. upon giving proof thereof to the governor, they shall receive 
authority, with time and place, to  elect representatives from their counties or 
townships to represent them in the General Assembly; provided, that for every 
five hundred free male inhabitants there shall be one representative, and so on 
progressively with the number of free male inhabitants shall the right of rep- 

' 

resentation increase until the number of representatives shall amount to twenty 
five, after which the number and proportion of representatives shall be regu- 
lated by the Legislature: provided, that n s  person be eligible or qualified to 
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act as a representative unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the United 
States three years. and be a resident in the district, or  unless he shall have 
resided in the district three years, and in either case sha!! likewise hold in his 
own right, in fee simple, two hundred acres of land in the same; provided 
also, that a freehold in fifty acres of land in the district, having been a citizen 
of one of the states, and being resident in the district, or the like freehold 
and two years' residence in the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as 
an elector of a representative. 

10. The representative thus elected shall serve for the term of two years, 
and in case of the death of a representative. or  temoval from office, the gov- 
ernor shall issue a writ to the county or township for which he was a member. 
to  elect another in his stead, to serve for the residue of the term. 

I I. The General Assembly, or Legislature. shall consist of the governor, 
legislative council and a house of representatives. The legislative council 
shall consist of five members, to continue in office five years, unless sooner 
removed by Congress: any three of whom to be quorum. And the members 
of the council shall be nominated and appointed in the following manner. to 
wit: As soon as representatives shall be elected, the governor shall appoint 
a time and place for them to meet together, and when met they shall nominate 
ten persons, residents in the district, and each possessed of a freehold in five 
hundred acres of land, and return their names to Congress ; fire of v horn Con- 
gress shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and whenever a 
vacancy shall happen in the council, by death or removal from office, the 
house of representatives shall nominate two persons. qualified as aforesaid. 
fo r  each vacancy. and return their names to Congress ; one of whom Congress 
shall appoint and commission for the residue of the term. And every five 
years, four months a t  least before the expiration of the time of service of the 
me:nbers of council, the said house shall nominate ten persons, qualified as 
aforesaid. and return their names to Congress: five of whom Congress shall 
appoint and commission to serve as members of the council for fire years. 
uniess sooner removed. And the governor, legislative council and house of 
representatives shall have authority to make laws, in all cases. for the good 
government of the district, not repugnant to the principles and articles in this 
ordinance established and declared ; and all bills, having passed by a majority 
in the house, and by a majority in the council, shall be referred to the gor- 
ernor for his assent; but no bill or legislative act whatever shall be of any 
force without his assent; the governor shall have power to convene. prorogue 
and dissolve the General Assembly when in his opinion it shall be expedient. 

12. The governor, judges. legislative council, secretary and such other 
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officers as Congress shall appoint in the district shall take an oath or affirma- 
tion of fidelity and of office; the governor before the president of Congress, 
and all other officers before the governor. As soon as a Legislature shall be 
formed in the district, the council and house assembled, in one room, shall 
have anthority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to  Congress, who shall have 
a seat in Congress, with a right of debating, but net of voting, during this 
temporary government. 

13. And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious 
liberty, which form the basis whereon these republics, their laws and their 
constitutions are erected; tc fix and establish those principles as the basis of 
all laws, constitutions and governments, which forever hereafter shall be 
formed in the said territory; to provide also for the establishment of states, 
and permanent governments therein, and for their admission to a share in the 
federal councils, on an equal footing with the original states, at as early 
periods as may be consistent with the general interest. 

14. I t  is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority aforesaid, that 
the following articles shall be considered as articles of compact between the 
original, and the people and states in the said territory, and forever remain 
unalterable. unless by common consent, to wit: 

ARTICLE I. 

No person, demeaning himself in peaceable and orderly manner, shall 
ever be molested on account of his mode of worship or religious sentiments 
in the said territory. 

ARTICLE 11. 

The inhabitants of the said territory shalI always be entitled to the ben- 
efits of the writ of habeas corpus and trial by jury; of a proportionate repre- 
sentation of the people in the Legislature, and of judiciz! prcceedings accord- 
ing to the course of the common law. 

All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses where the proof 
shaII be evident or the presumption great. All fines shall be moderate. and 
no cruel or unusual punishment shall be inflicted. No man shall be deprived 
of his liberty or property but by the judgment of his peers or the law of the 
land; and should the public exigencies make it necessary, for the common 
preservation, to take any person's property, or to demand his particular sen-- 
ices, full compensation shall be made for the same. And in the just preserl-a- 
tion of rights and property, it is understood and declared that no law ought 

(4) 
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ever to be made, or  have force in the said territory, that shall in any manner 
whatever interfere with or  affect private contracts or  engagements. bona fide 
and without fraud previously formed. 

ARTICLE 111. 

Religion. morality and knowledge being necessary to good government 
and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall for- 
ever be encouraged The utmost good faith shall always be observed toward 
the Indians ; their lands and property shall never be taken from them without 
their consent, and in their property, rights and liberty they shall never be 
invaded or  disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars, authorized by Congress; 
but l a m  founded in justice and humanity shall, from time to time, be made. 
for preventing wrongs being done them and for preserving peace and friend- 
ship with them. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The said territory, and the states which may be founded therein, shall 
forever remain a part of this confederacy of the United States of America, 
subject to  the articles of confederation, and to such alteration therein as shall 
be constitutionally made, and to all the acts and ordinances of the United 
States in Congress assembled. conformable thereto. The inhabitants and 
settlers in the said territory shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts, 
contracted or to be contracted, and a proportional part of the expenses of gov- 
ernment. to be apportioned on them by Congress according to the same com- 
n~on  rule and measure by which apportionments thereof shali be made on the 
other states ; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied 
by the authority and direction of the Legislatures of the district or districts, 
or new states, as in the original states. withi11 the time agreed upon by the 
United States in Congress assembled. The Legislatures of those districts or 
new states shali never interfere with the primary disposai of the soil by the 
Gnited States in Congress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress may 
find necessary for securing the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers. 
No tax shall be imposed on lands, the property of the United States: and in 
no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. The 
navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. La~vrence, and the carry- 
ing places beheen  the same. shall be common highways and forever free, as 
11-ell to the inhabitants of the said territory as to the citizens of the United 
States and those of any other state that may be admitted into the confederacy, 
without any tax. impost or  duty therefor. 
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ARTICLE V. 

There shall be formed in the said territory not less than three, nor more 
than five, states; and the boundaries of the states. as soon as Virginia shall 
alter her act of cession. and consent to  the same, shall become fixed and estab- 
lished as follon-s. to wit: The western state in the said territory shall be 
bounded by the l\Iississippi. the Ohio and Wabash rivers. a direct line 
drai-a for the \Tabash and Post Vincents, due north to the territorial line 
between the United States and Canada: and by the said territorial line to the 
Lake of the \\'oods and the Mississippi. The  middle state shall be bounded 
by the said direct line. the \\$-abash from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the 
Ohio, by a direct line drawn due north from the mouth o i  the Great Xiami, to 
the said territorial line, and by the said territorial line. The eastern state 
shall be bounded by the last-mentioned direct line, the Ohio. Penns?4vania 
and the said territorial line: provided. hon-ever, and it is further understood 
and declared. that the boundaries of these three states shall be subject so far 
to be altered that if Congress shall hereafter find it expedient. the?- shall have 
authority to form one or  t x o  states in that part of the said territory \\-hich lies 
north of an east ancl \vest line clran-n through the southerly 11end or estreme 
of Lake Michigan. And n-henerer any of the said states shall hare sixty 
thousand free inhabitants therein. such state shall be admitted. by its dele- 
gates. into the Congress of the United States, on an equal iooting \\-ith the 
original states in all respects \\-hatever. and shall be at liberty to iorm a per- 
manent constiftition and state government. Provided. the constitution ancl 
go\-ernment so to 1:e formed shall be republican and in conioi-mit!- to the prin- 
ciples contained in these articles: and. so far as it can be consistent with the 
general interest of the confederacy. such admission shall be allon-ed at  an 
earlier period. and \\-hen there may be a less number c i  i:-ee in!?al~itants in the 
state than sistj- thousand. 

ARTICLE VI. 

There shall be neither slavery nor in\-oluntary servitude in the said terri- 
tory. othenvise than in the punishment of crimes. whereof the party shall 
have been duly convictecl: pro\-ided al\vays, that any pe:-con esczpi;.;.g ;:>to the 
same, irom I\-hom labor or  service is lawfully claimed in an>- one of the original 
states, such fug-itire may be Ian-fully reclaimed and con\-ej-ed to the person 
daiming his 01- her labor or .service, as aforesaid. 

Be it orclainecl by the authority aforesaid, that the resolutions of the 
tn-enty-third of .April. one thousand seven hundred ancl ejghty-four. relative 
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to  the subject of this ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed and 
declared null and void. 

Done by the United States in Congress assembled, the thirteeiith Gay of 
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven. 
and of their sovereignty and independence the twelfth. 

WILLIAM GRAYSON, Chairman. 
CHARLES THOMPSOK, Secretary. 

ACTS RELATIVE TO MICHIGAN. 

An act to  establish the northern boundary line of the state of Ohio, and 
to provide for the admission of the state of Michigan into the union, u p n  the 
conditions therein expressed. 

SECTION I. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, that the northern boundary line 
of the state of Ohio shall be established at. and shall be a direct line drawn 
from the southern extremity of Lake Michigan to the most northerly cape of 
the Maumee (Miami) bay, after that line, so drawn, shall intersect the eastern 
boundary line of the state of Indiana and from the said north cape of the said 
bay northeast to boundary line between the United States and the province 
of Upper Canada, in Lake Erie; and thence with the said last-mentioned line 
to its intersection with the 11-estern line of the state of Pennsylrania. 

And be it further enacted, that the constitution and state government 
which the people of Xchigan hare formed for themselves be, and the same is 
herebv accepteri, ratified and confirmed; and that the said state of Michigan 
shall be, and is hereby declared to be one of the United States of America. 
a d  is hereby admitted into the union upon an equal footing with the original 
states in all respects whatever; provided always. and this admission is upon 
the express condition, that the said state shall consist of and have jurisdiction 
over all the territory included within the following boundaries, and over none 
other, to-wit: Beginning at the point where the above-described northern 
boundary of the state of Ohio intersects the eastern boundary of Indiana. and 
running thence with the said boundary line of Ohio, as described in the first 
section of this act. until it intersects the boundary line bet\\-een the United 
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States and Canada, in Lake Erie; thence, with the said boundary line between 
the United States and Canada, through the Detroit river, Lake Huron and 
Lake Superior; thence in a direct line through Lake Superior to the mouth of 
the Montreal river; thence through the middle of the main channel of the said 
river Montreal to the Lake of the Desert; thence in a direct line to the nearest 
headwater of the Menominee river; thence through the middle of that fork 
of the said river first touched by the said line to the main channel of the said 
Menominee; thence down the center of the main channel of the same to the 
center of the most usual ship channel of the Green bay of Lake Michigan; 
thence through the center of the most usual ship channel of the said bay to the 
middle of Lake Michigan; thence through the middle of Lake Michigan to the 
northerr? boundary of the state of Indiana, as that was established by the act 
of Congress of the nineteenth of April, eighteen hundred and sixteen: thence 
due east with the north boundary line of the said state of Indiana to the north- 
east corner thereof; and thence south, with the east boundary line of Indiana, 
to the $ace of beginning. 

SECTION 111. 

And be it further enacted, that, as a compliance with the fundamental 
condition of admission contained in the last preceding section of this act. the 
bovndaries of the said state of Michigan. as in that section described. declared 
and published. shall receive the assent of convention of delegates elected by 
the people of the said state, for  the sole purpose of giving the assent herein 
required: and as soon as the assent herein required shall be given, the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall announce the same by proclamation; and there- 
upon, and without any further proceeding on the part of Congress, the admis- 
sion of the said state into the union, as one of the United States of America, 
on an equal footing with the original states in all respects whatever, shall be 
considered as complete, and the senators and representatives who have been 
elected by the said state as its representatives in the Congress of the United 
States shall be entitled to their seats in the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, respectively, without further delay. 

SECTION IV. 

_And be it further enacted, that nothing in this act contained or  in the 
adn~ission of the said state into the Union as one of the United States of 
.imerica, upon an equal footing with the original states in all respects what- 
ever. shall be so construed or  understood as to confer upon the people, Legis- 



54 . ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

lature or  other authorities of the said state of Michigan, any authority or  right 
to interfere with the sale by the United States, and under their authority, of 
the vacant and unsold lands within the limits of the said state; b ~ ~ t  that the 
subject of the public lands, and the interests which may be given of the said 
state therein. shall be regulated by future action between Congress, on the pai-t 
of the United States: and the said state of Michigan shall in no case. and 
under no pretense ~vhatsoever, impose any tax, assessment or  imposition of 
any description upon any of the lands of the United States within its limits. 

ASSENT 
of the state of Michigan to  the act of Congress of June I j, 1836. given in 
convention at  -An11 Arbor. on the I j th day of December. 1836 : 

lh,7hereas, by an act of Congress of June I j, 1836. the constitution and 
state government n-hich the people of Michigan have formed for themsel\-es 
is accepted, ratified and confirmed : and >vhereas. the admission of the state of 
Michigan into the union as one of the United States is proriclecl by the said 
act to be upon the express condition that the said state shall consist of and 
have jurisdiction over all o i  rhe territory included xvithin the follo\ving boun- 
daries, and OT-er none other, to \\-it: (See description in section -3 in last 
act.) 

;\.IK! 11- ereas as. no ar!thol-it)- or power is desigmted in the wid act of 
Congress, by which such convention shall be called or  con\-ened: but in the 
third section of said act, the right of the people of Michigan to elect said dele- 
gates. \vithont any previous action of their constituted authorities. is clearly 
recognized and manifest; and whereas, the convention originated Jvith. and 
speaks the 1-oice of a great majority of the people of Michigan : and u-hereas. 
it is proridecl and enacted in said act. that as soon as the assent therein re- 
quired shall be gil-en, the President of the United States shall announce the 
same by proclamation. and thereupon. and without any further proceedings on 
the part of Congresc. the adini.sion of the said state into the union. as one of 
the United States of Almerica on an equal footing \\-ith the original states in 
all respects n-hatever, shall be considered complete. 

So\v therefore, this convention are of the opinion, that the Congress of 
the United States had no constitutional right to require the assent aforesaid. 
as a condition preliminary to the admission of the state into the union. 

Nevertheless. as the Congress have required such assent to the condition, 
and as the interest and prosperity of the state will be greatly advanced by our 
immediate admission into the Union, as one of its sovereign states: and the 
peop!e of the said state ai-e solicitous to give to her sister states. and to the 
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world, unequivocal proof of her desire to  promote the tranquility and harmony 
of the confederacy, and to perpetuate the unity, liberty and prosperity of the 
country. 

Therefore. be it resolved. by the people of Michigan iu convention as- 
sembled, that the assent required in the foregoing recited act of the Congress of 
the United States is hereby given. 

-4h- ACT 
to admit the state of Michigan into the union. upon an equal footing with the 
original states. 

\\;hereas, in pursuance of the act of Congress of June I;. 1836, entitled. 
"-4n act to establish the northern Imundary of the state of Ohio, and to pro- 
vide for the admission of the state of Xichigan into the union upon the condi- 
tions therein expressed." a coin-ention of delegates, elected by the people of the 
state of Michigan. for the sole purpose of g i ~ i n g  their assent to the boundaries 
of the said state of Michigan, as described. declared and estalAishec1 in and by 
the said act. did on the I 5th day of December. 1836. assent to the provisio~ts 
of said act. therefore : 

SECTIOK I. 

Be it enacted l y  the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America. in Congress assembled. that the state of Uichigan shall 
be one, and is hereby declared tr: be one. of the United States of -America. and 
admitted into the union on an equal footing with the original states in all re- 
spects \\-hatever. 

SECTIOS 11. 

And be it further enacted. that the secretary of the treasury. in carrying 
into effect the thirteenth and fourteenth sections of the act of the zgd of June. 
1836. entitled. ''-An act to regulate the deposits oi the pu'oiic money." shall 
consider the state of Michigan as being one oi  the United States. 

Approved. January 26. 1836. 

The territoi?- of Michigan was duly organized by the governor and judges 
at Detroit on the 4th day of July. 1805. This form of g ~ i  ernment continued 
until 1 8 q .  11-hen Michigan entered upon its second grade of governnlent. The 
first was to us the novel method of a governing poner being reposed in a go]-- 
ernor and judges. n-110 were the executive, legislati\-e and judicial. and con.. 
sisted of Governor \Yi!!iam Hull, Chief Justice -Augustus B. \Vood\vard and 
Senior Associate Justice Frederick Bates. 
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Their first legislative act was "An act concerning the temporary seal of 
the territory of Michigan :" 

"Be it enacted by the governor and the judges of the territory of Michi- 
gan, that the description in writing of the temporary seal of the territory of 
Michigan, deposited and recorded in the office of the secretary of the territory, 
shall remain a public record, and shall be and continue the temporary seal of 
the territory until uother permanent seal shall be provided ; and the person ad- 
ministering the government of the territory of Michigan shall have the custody 
of the said seal, and all such matters and things as issue under the said seal 
shall be entered of record in the office of the secretary of the territory; the same 
being adopted by the laws of one of the original States, to wit, the state of New 
1-ork, as far as necessary and suitable to the circumstances of the territory of 
Michigan. 

Adopted and published at Detroit, the ninth day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and five. 

WILLIAM HULL, 

Governor of the Territory of Michigan. 

. ~ U G U S T U ~  B. WOODWARD, 
Chief Justice of the Territory of Michigan. 

FREDERICK B~TES,  
Senior Associate Judge of the Territory of Michigan 

Attest: 

PETER AUDRAIN, 
Secretary of the  overn nor and the 
Judges in their Legislative Department. 

The laws of said territory of Michigan continued to be enacted and pub- 
lished during the year 1805 up to October 8th, and during that period the said 
governor and judges ~assed  thirty-four acts for the government of the said 
territory of Michigan. 

Gen. William Hull continued to be governor until his surrender of Detroit 
to the British August 16, 1812, for which he was court-martialed at Albany, 
New York, January 3, 1814, and was sentenced to be shot, which sentence was 
remitted. 

Many of the territorial records were destroyed by the British at the cap- 
ture of Detroit and much of the official data was lost. 

On October 29, 1813, Gen. Lewis Cass was appointed governor, and con- 
tinued as such until August I ,  1831, when he resigned to go into the cabinet 
of President Jackson as secretary of war. 
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Under the governorship of General Cass we have what is known as the 
"Cass Code or Digest of Laws of the Territory of Michigan." x~hich comprise 
the acts of the governor and judges during the Cass regime. 

August 6, 1831, George B. Porter was appointed governor of the territory 
of Michigan and held that position until his death, which occurred July 6, 1834. 
At the time of the death of Governor Ports:, Stevens T. Mason was secretary 
and by virtue of his office became acting governor of the territory of Michigan 
and retained that office until Michigan adopted her state constitution in 183 j. 
when he mas elected as governor and was inaugurated as such Norenlber 3, 
1835. 

The first state convention to adopt a state constitution for Michigan was 
held in Detroit in May, 183 j. The territory had acquired the necessary popu- 
lation to entitle it to be admitted into the union of states, to wit, sixty thousand. 
as provided in the ordinance of 1787. A constitution was formed by the con- 
vention of May, 1835, and an election was provided for and duly called for the 
ratification of said constitution and for the election of state officers, to be held 
on the first Monday of the following October. At said election, the consti- 
tution was duly adopted, and Stevens T. Mason was elected governor, Edward 
Mundy, lieutenant-governor, and Isaac E. Crary, representative in Congress. 

The Legislature met in November, 183 j, and proceeded to elect John Nor- 
vell and Lucius Lvon. United States senators for Michigan. 

All was now ready for statehood and admission into the Union. At this 
juncture a misunderstanding arose-between the state of Ohio and the govern- 
ment of Michigan as to the boundary line between them. Through careless- 
ness or inadvertence Ohio had been admitted into the Union with an uncertain 
boundary in 1802. The act of 1805, organizing Michigan territory, fixed the 
boundary at a line running due east from the southern end of Lake Michigan. 
This included Toledo and a considerable strip of land which Ohio claimed. In 
1835 the governor of Ohio issued a proclamation assuming control and the 
state Legislature passed an act to organize the county of Lucas. Acting 
Governor Mason of Michigan called out the militia and proceeded to Toiedo to 
prevent the Ohio officers from exercising control of the disputed land. A few 
shots were fired. but no blood was shed. Congress than took the matter in 
hand, held up Michigan statehood, offered Michigan the lands now known as 
the Upper Peninsula, provided she would relinquish her claim and allow the 
southern line to be established where it now is. This explains how Michigan 
became possessed with the Upper Peninsula. This dispute being settled, 
~ i ch igan  was duly admitted as a state and became the twenty-sixth in the 
galaxy of states, just doubling the original thirteen. The final act was ap- 
proved January 26, 1837. 
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THE STATE CAPITAL. 

The seat of government mas at  Detroit from the time of Cadillac's oc- 
cupancy of Fort Ponchartrain, I701 to  1847, but in the latter year the Legis- 
lature decided to locate the permanent capital of Michigan a t  Lansing, then 
covered with a dense forest and forty miles distant from any railroad. The 
project at  first seemed to the people visionary aild much adverse criticism \\.as 
heard all about the state. As time elapsed and buiidings and clearing was 
had, roads and railroads laid out and constructed, it was found not to be so , 

poor a place for the seat of government as first supposed. The people be- 
. 

came reconciled to the change of location. the city of Lansing began to grow 
so that there \\.as accoinmodation for those desiring to do business a t  the 
capital. The state was xquiring seine reputation as an agricult~iral, manu- 
facturing, mining and lumbering entity and railroads \\-ere projected and built 
to the capital city. thus giving them an outlet and inlet for business and travel. 
The old capitol building was getting old and insecure as a place for valuable 
records such as state naturally and necessarily owns and possesses, so that in 
1871 the Legislature. feeling the necessity of a more secure repository for the 
records of the state and a more suitable and convenient place for the Legisla- 
ture to meet during their sessions, as  ell as suitable and convenient places 
for the state officers and all employees, passed an acf entitled "-411 act tc pro- 
vide for the erection of a new state capitol and a building for the temporary 
use of the state officers," approved March 31. 1871. By this act the governor 
\\-as authorized to appoint a building coininittee of three suitable men and he 
appointed as such committee E. 0. Grovenor, James Shearer and Alexander 
Chapoton. 

They met at the office of the governor on the 11th $,a!i of April. 1871. 
took the ronstitutional oath of ofice. filed their bonds and completed their 
organization by the election o i  Commissioner Grovenor as rice-president of 
the board. Go\-ernor Baldwin being ex-oficio the presidiy officer. On the 
5th of June the committee met and advertised for plans and specifications for 
a building. Several plans were presented to the con~n~ission and finally. on 
the 24th day of January, 1872, the commission, out of tn-enty sets of plais. 
unai~imously adopted those presented by Elijah E. Myers of Springfield, 
Illinois. On March 20th the board entered into an agreement with Elijah E. 
h. Iqcls .-- to act as architect and general superintendent of the constructio~~ of 
the new capitol, at a cornpensation of twenty-five thousand dollars. On the 
20th of May the detail drawings and specifications n-ere coi~~pletecl by Mr. 
Myers and on the ~ 1 s t  advertisements'were sent to the papers at Sew 1-ork, 
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Chicago, Detroit and Lansing soliciting proposals from builders and con- 
tractors for erecting and completing the capitol in accordance with the plans 
and specifications adopted. The bids were submitted July 8th. and on the 
I j th  the commissioners entered into a contract ~ i t h  N. Osburn & Coinpany, 
of Rochester, New York, and Detroit. Michigan. to  construct and complete 
the capitol, in accordance \\.it11 the plans. specifications and detail drawings, 
for the sun1 of $1,144.0j7.20, all four fronts to be constructed of To. I Am- 
herst. Ohio, sandstone. The building \vas to be completed Decemher I ,  1877. 
and the contractors entered upon the JT-OI-k at once. 

The Legislature by a joint resolution, in 1873. approved April 2&h, pro- 
vided for a public celebration upon the laying of the corner stone of the capitol 
and for the appointment of a committee to provide appropriate arrangements 
therefor. 

The committee was to  consist of the gorernor. ~ h o  s!lould be its chair- 
man. the members of the board of state building comn~issioners and ten citi- 
zens of the state. to be appointed by the go\-ernor. 

The committee so appointed consisted of the follo~\-ing persons : Gov- 
ernor John J. Bagley, chairman. Detroit : Ebenezer 0 .  Grorenor. \-ice-presi- 
dent. Jonesrille: Allen L.  Bours, ~ecretarq-. Lansing: James Shearer, Bay 
City : _Alesander Chapoton, Detroit : Da\-id -4nderson. Bear Lake hlills : John 
P. Hoyt, Vassar: William H. LVithington. Jackson: -1ugustus S. Gaylord, 
Saginan-: Ellery I. Garfield. Detroit: John Hibbard. Port Huron : Leonard H. 
Randall. Grand Rapids : Oliver L. Spaulding. St. Johns :. U7illiam H.  Stone. 
-1drian : John S. Tooker. Lansing. 

The h a r d  of state building con~missioners n-as directed b>- the Legis- 
lature to procure a suitable corner stone and to cause the folio\\-ing inscrip- 
tion to be carved thereon ~ r i t h  raised letters in sunk panels: On the east 
face. "A. D. 1872." and on the north face. "-\. 9." and the year of com- 
pletion. Xew Han~pshire granite \\-as the n~aterial selected for the corller 
stone, and the design was prepared by _Architect Myers and the contract lur  
preparing it n-as an-arded to  Struthers & Sons of Phiiadelphia. 

The comer stone of the capitol of the state of Michigan was laic1 on 
Thursday, the ad day of October. 1873. A proce3oin.: mas formed under 
the direction of Gen. William Humphrey. chief tnarshal, consisting of the 
military, civil officers, commanderies of Knights Ten~plar. Masonic fraternity. 
encampment and fraternity Independent Order of Odd Fello~vs. after 11-hich 
an introductory address was delivered by Go\-ernor Bagley1 This \\-as fol- 
lowed by prayer of Bishop Samuel A. McCosky. and the singing of the na- 
tional anthem. "America." by the assembled multitude. Then came the ora- 
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tion of the day by Hon. William A. Howard, following which was the im- 
pressive ceremony of laying the corner stone, conducted by Hon. Hugh Mc- 
Curdy, grand master of the grand lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 
state of Michigan. The capitol was finally completed in 1878, at a total cost 
of $1,510,130.59. The total appropriation amounted to $1,525,241.05, leav- 
ing an unexpended balance of $15,110.46 The state capitol was dedicated 
and occupied in January, 1879. I t  is situated in the center of a square.tract 
of land containing ten acres; is three hundred and forty-five feet long; in- 
cluding porticoes and-steps, four hundred and twenty feet; one hundred and 
ninety-two feet wide; including porticoes and steps, two hundred and seventy- 
four feet; and two hundred and sixty-seven feet high. I t  covers one and one- 
sixth acres and has a walk around the outside of one thousand five hundred 
and twenty feet in length. 

During the year 1899-1900 a system of electric lighting was inaugurated 
in the capitol, which necessitated the laying of thirty-four miles of rubber 
covered wire, thirty-four thousand feet of circular loom conduit and four 
thousand five hundred feet iron conduit; three thousand four hundred incan- 
descent and five arc lamps were placed in position, the expense of which was 
about eighteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

The capitol is at  present occupied by the Legislature when in session, 
the governor, the state officers, the supreme court, and the state library. 
Owing to the growth and development of the state, the business of the various 
departments has increased until the comniissioner of labor and the food and 
dairy commissioner are compelled to occupy quarters in the old state building, 
corner Washington avenue and Allegan street. The military equipage is also 
stored in the old state building and the state tax commission is at present - 
quartered in the city hall building. 

It is to be hoped that the good people of the state will insist on better 
and more economical administration of the affairs of the state and a lopping 
nff of nmecessary emp!o!;eep as we!! as Ennecessary divisior?s of gc~ernment. 
to the end that 1%-e will have sufficient room for all necessary governmental 
offices and save the necessity of adding to the present capitol building. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Franklin Pierce, Presidene of the United States of America. 

To all to whom these presents may come, greeting : 

Whereas, a treaty was made and concluded at  the city of Detroit, in the 
state of Michigan, on the zd day of August, 18j j, between George 111. Many- 
penny and Henry C. Gilbert, conlmissioners on the part of the United States, 
and the Chippewa Indians, of Saginaw, parties to the treaty of January 14. 
1837, and that portion of the bands of Chippewa Indians of Swan Creek and 
Black River, parties to the treaty of May g, 1836, and now remaining in the 
state of Michigan, which treaty is in the words and figures following, to-wit : 

-Articles of agreement and convention, made and concluded at the city 
of Detroit, in the state of Michigan, this second day of August, 18j j, between 
George W. Manypenny and Henry C..Gilbert, commissioners on the part of 
the United States, and the Chippewa Indians of Saginan;. parties to tine mealy 
of January 14, 1837, and that portion of the bands of Chippewa Indians of 
Swan Creek and Black River, parties to the treaty of May 9, 1836, and now 
remaining in the state of Michigan. 

In view of the existing condition of the Indians aforesaid. and of their 
legal and equitable claims against the United States. it is agreed between the 
contracting parties as follo~-s : 

ARTICLE I. 

The Cnited States \ d l  withdraw from sale, for the benefit of said Indi- 
ans. as herein provided, all the unsold public lands within the state of Michi- 
gan embraced within the following descriptions. namely: 

First. Six adjoining townships of land in the county- of Isabella, to  be 
selected by said Indians within three months from this date, and notice thereof 
given to their agent. 

Second. A tract of land in one body, equal in extent to two townships, 
on the north side of Saginaw bay, to  be selected by them. and notice given 
as above provided. 
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The United States will give to each of the said Indians being the head 
of a family. eighty acres of land: and to  each single person over twenty-one 
)-ears of age, forty acres of land : and to each family of orphan children ucder 
twenty-one years of age, containing two or  more persons. eighty acres of land : 
and to  each single orphan child under twenty-one years of age. forty acres 
of land: to be selected and located ~ ~ i t h i n  the several tracts of land herein- 
before described. under the same rules and regulations, in every respect, as 
are pro\-ided by the agreement concluded on the grst day of July, A. D. 185 j. 
with the Otta\ras and Chippewas of Michigan for the selection of their lands. 

And the said Chippexas of Saginaw, and of Swan Creek and Black 
River. shall have the same esclusire right to enter lands within the tracts 
withdrawn from sale for them. for fire years after the time limited for select- 
ing the lands to which they are individually entitled as is estended to the 
Ottawas and Chippe~vas by the terms of said agreement. 

ARTICLE TWO. 

The United States vill also pay to the said Indians the sum of two hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars. in the manner folloxving, to-xit : 

First. Thirty thousand dollars for educational purposes, to be paid in 
fire equal annual instalnlents of four thousand dollars each. ancl in fire suhw- 
quent equal annual instalments of tn.0 thousand dollars each. to 11e espendecl 
under the direction of the President of the United States. 

Second. Forty thousand dollars, in five equal annual instalments of 
five thousand dollars each, and in five subsequent equal annual instalments of 
three thousand dollars each. in agricultural implements and carpenter tools, 
ho~~seholcl furniture and building materials. cattle. labor. and all such articles 
as may be necessary and usefui for them in removing to the homes herein 
provided ancl getting pern;anently settled thereon. 

Third. One hundred and thirty-seven thousand and six hundred dollars 
in coin, in ten equal annual instalments of ten thousand dollars each, and in 
two subsequent aimual instalments of eighteen and eight hundred dollars 
each. to be distributed per capita in the usual manner of paying annuities. 

Fourth. Twelve thousand and four hundred dollars for the support 
of one blacksmith shop for ten years. 

The  United States will also build a grist and saw-mill for said Indians at  
some point in the territory, to be selected by them in said county of Isabella. 
provided a suitable water power can be found, ancl will furnish and equip 
the same with all necessary fixtures and machinery. and will construct such 
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dam, race and other appurtenances as may be necessary to render the water 
power available; provided that the \\-hole amount for which the cnited States 
shall be liable under this provision shall not exceed the sum of eight thousand 
dollars. 

ARTICLE THREE. 

The said Chippen-as of Saginan-. and of %an Creek and Black River. 
hereby cecle to the United States all the lands within the state of Michigan 
heretofore owned by them as reservations, and whether held for them in trust 
by the Unitecl States or other~vise: and they do hereby. jointly and severally, 
release and discharge the United States from all liability to them. and to their 
or either of their said tribes, for the price and \-alue of all such lands here- 
tofore sold ancl the proceeds of 1d-hich remain unpaid. And they also hereby 
surrender all their. and each of their pern~anent annuities, secured to them, 
or  either of them by former treat!- stipulations. including that portion of the 
annuit>- of eight hundred dollars payable to  "the Chippewas" by the treaty 
of Xol-ember 17. 1807. to 11-hich they are entitled. it being distinctly under- 
stood and agreed. that the grants and payments hereinbefore provided for 
are in lieu and satisfaction of all clai:l;s legal and equitable on the part of said 
Indians. jointl!- and sel-erally. against the United States for land. money, or 
other thing guaranteed to said tribes. or  either of them. by the stipulations 
of any former treaty or treaties. 

-1RTICLE FOUR. 

The entry of lands heretofore made by the Indians and by the Missionary 
Society of the Xdhodist  Episcopal church for the benefit of the lndians on 
lands 11-ithdraw3 from the sale in ton-nship 14 north, range j east. ancl to\\-n- 
ship ro north. range j east. in the state of Michigan. are hereby confirmed. 
and patent shaii be issued therefor as in other czscs. 

The United States will provide an interpreter for said Indians for fixe 
years. and as much longer as the President may deem necessary. 

ARTICLE SIX. 

The tribal organization of said Indians. escept so far as may be neces- 
sary for  the purpose of carrying into effect the  pro^-isions of this agreement, 
is hereby dissolved. 
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ARTICLE SEVEN. 

This agreement shall be obligatory and binding on the contracting parties 
as soon as the same shall be ratified by the President and Senate of the United 
States. 

I n  testimony whereof, the said George W. Manypenny and the said 
Henry C. Gilbert, commissioners as aforesaid, and the undersigned, chiefs 
and head men of the Chippewas of Saghaw, and of Swan Creek and Black 
River, have hereunto set their hands and seals a t  the city of Detroit the day 
and year first above written. 

(Signed) GEORGE W. MANYPENNY 
HENRY C. GILBERT. 

RICHARD Rf. SMITH, 
J. LOGAN CHIPMAN, 

Secretaries. 
SAGISAT\: BAh-DS. 

Ot-taw-ance, Chief. his X mark. 
0-saw-waw-ban. Chief, his X mark. 
Nanck-che-gaw-me, Chief. his X mark. 
Kaw-gay-ge-zhick, Chief, his X mark. 
Shaw-shaw-way-nay. Chief, his X mark. 
Pe-nay-se-way-be, Chief, his X mark. 
Naw-we-ge-zhick, Chief, his X mark. 
Saw-gaw-che-way-o-say. Chief, his X mark. 
Naw-taw-way, Chief, his X mark. 
Wain-ge-ge-zhick, Chief, his X mark. 
Can-u-e-squaw-bay-no-kay, Chief. his X mark. 
Pe-tway-we-tum. Headman, his X mark. 
Kay-bay-guo-um, Headman, his X mark. 
Pay-haw-man-she. Headman. his X mark. 
A\\--he-tax--quot, Headman, his X mark. 
Aish-quay-go-nay-be, Headman, his X mark. 
Pay-me-saw-aw, Headmar?, his X mar!;. 
-4w-taw-we-go-nay-be. Headman. his X mark. 
Pay-she-nin-ne, Headman, his X mark. 

(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 

(L.  S.) 
(L. S.)  
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L. S.)  
(L .  S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L .  S.)  
(L.  S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L .  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
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SWAN CREEK AND BLACK RIVER BAND. 

Pay-me-quo-ung, Chief, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Say-ge-zhick Headman, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Maw-che-che-won. Headman, his X mark. (L. S.) a 

Executed in the presence of 
G. D. IVilliams, 
George Smith, 
W. H. Collins. 
Manasseh Hickey. 
P. 0. Johnson, 
Joseph F. Marsal, 
John 11. D. Johnson. 
Charles H.  Rodd, 
S. h4. Moran, 

Interpreters. 

And n-hereas. the treaty having been submitted to the Senate o i  the 
United States for its constitutional approral thereon. the Senate did on the 
~.;th day of April, 1Sj6, advise and consent to the ratification of the same. 
by- a resolution in the Jvords and figures, folio\ving. to-wit : 

In executive session. Senate of the United States. April I j .  1856. resolved 
(tn-o-thirds of the senators present concurring). that the Senate advise and 
consent to the ratification o i  the treaty made \I-ith the Chippewas o i  Saginaw, 
Swan Creek and Black River of the 2d day of -4ugust. 18 j  j. with the follo~r- 
ing amendments : 

Article One. Strike %it the words "a tract of land in one body equal in 
extent to tu-o tonmships on the north side of Saginan- bay to be selected by 
them, and notice given as above provided." and insert in iieu thereof r'ne 
words "townships Xos. 17 and 18 north, ranges 3. q and 5 east :" same articie, 
insert after the word "entitled" last clause but one, the follo\ving. "and the 
same right to sell and dispose of land entered by them. under the provisions 
of the act of Congress, known as the graduation act." 

Article TKO. -1dd thereto the following paragraphs: "The United 
States will also pay the further sum of four thousand dollars for the purpose 
of purchasing a saw mill. and in repair of the same, and in adding thereto the 
necessary machinery and fixtures for a run of stone for grinding grain, the 
same to be located on the tract described in clause second, article one." 

( 5 )  
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The United States will also pay the further sum of twenty thousand 
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, to be applied in liquidation 
of the present just indebtedness of said Indians; provided, that all claims pre- 
sented shall be investigated under the direction of the secretary of the interior 

-within six months, who shall prescribe such rules and regulations for con- 
ducting such investigation, and for testing the validity and justice of the 
claims as he shall deem suitable and proper. And no claim shall be paid 
except on the certificate of said secretary that, in his opinion, the same is 
justly and equitably due; and all claimants who shall not present their claims 
within such time as shall be limited by said secretary, or, whose claim hav- 
ing been presented, shall be disallowed by him, shall forever be precluded 
from collecting the same or maintaining an action thereon in any court what- 
ever. And provided also that no portion of money due said Indians for 
annuities as herein provided, shall ever be appropriated to pay their debts, 
under any pretense whatever: Provided, that the balance of the amount 
herein allowed as a just increase for the cessions and relinquishments afore- 
said, after satisfaction of the awards of the secretary of the interior, shall be 
paid to said Indians, or expended for their benefit in such manner as the 
secretary shall prescribe, in aid of any of the objects specified in this treaty 

Attest : ASBURY DICKINS, 
Secretary. 

We, the undersigned chiefs and head-men of the Chippewas of Saginam 
and of the Chippewas of Swan Creek and Black River having heard the fore- 
going amendments read and the same having been fully explained to us by 
our agent, do hereby agree to and ratify the same. Done at Saginaw this 14th 
day of May, A. D. 1856. 

Nach-che-gaw-me. his X mark. 
O-saw-rna16.r-bur? his X mark. 
Shaw-ivay-11aw-se-gay; his X mark. 
Way-shaw-wan-no, his X mark. 
Naw-ne-ge-zhick, his X mark. 
Shaw-shaw-way-ne-beece: his X mark. 
Saw-gaw-che-way-o-say, his X mark. 
Caw-gay-ge-zhick, his X mark. 
Ot-law-ance. his X mark. 
Pe-nay-se-way-be, his X mark. 
Ah-co-gin, his X mark. 

(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.)  
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
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Pay-me-quo-ung, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Yaw-gaw-ne, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Nay-ge-zhick, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Wain-ge-ge-zhick, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Kaw-me-gwan-te-no-kay, his X mark. (L. S.) 
Naw-taw-way, his X mark. (L. S.) 

Signed in presence of 
Henry C. Gilbert, Indian agent, 
Charles H. Rodd, Interpreter, 
Samuel Kirkland, Interpreter, 
P. 0. Johnson, 
P. Marksman, Interpreter, 
G. D. Williams. 
H. B. Adams. 

Sow. therefore, be it knonn. that I, Franklin Pierce, President of the 
United States of America, do. in pursuance of the advice and consent of the 
Senate, as expressed in their resolution of the I 5th day of April, 1856, accept. 
ratify and confirm the said treaty. 

In testimony I have caused the seal of the United States to be hereto 
affixed, haring signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington. this twenty-first day of June, A. D. 1856. 
and of the independence of the United States the eightieth. 
By the President: FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

W. L MARCY, 
Secretary of State. 

I t  x i s  provided by the treaty of 18jj n-ith the Chippewas of Saginan-. 
Swan Creek and Black River. that they were "to have the same exciusi\-e 
right to enter ianas within the tracts ~rithdraw-n from sale fop  them for five 
?ears after the time limited for selecting the lands to which they are indi- 
vidually entitled. and the same right to  sell and dispose of land entered by 
them, under the provisions of the act of Congress known as the Graduation 
Act, as is extended to the Ottawas and Chippewas by the terms of said agree- 
ment." 

The terms referred to in the treaty of July 31, 18;;. \\-it11 the Ottawas 
and Chippewas. are as follows : That each Indian entitled to make a selec- 
tion of land should indicate \\-hat governmental description he had selected 
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as his and deliver the same to the Indian agent. That for the purpose of 
determining who were entitled, lists were to be made designating them in four 
classes. Class one to contain heads of families; class two, those of single 
persons over twenty-one years of age; class three, those orphan children under 
twenty-one years of age, comprising families of two or more persons; and 
class four, those single orphan children under twenty-one years of age. 

After the completion of these lists the Indian had five years to  make !iis 
selection. 

As soon as the selection \\-as made the Indian was entitled to  possession 
and a certificate from the government guaranteeing possession and title ulti- 
mately to the land. Such certificate to he nonassignable and the land could 
not be alienated by the holder of the certificate. After the expiration of ten 
years, such restriction on the power of sale was to be v-ithdran-n and a patent 
issued in the usual form These certificates were in the following form : 

IXDI.\S LARD CERTIFICATE. 

OTTAR-AS .lKD CHIPPEWAS-TREATY O F  JULY 3 IST, 18 j j. 
Office Michigan Indian Agency. 

Detroit. December 19, 186j. 

I t  is hereby certified that Thomas Nay-waw-caw-gish-k~mg is entitled to 
eighty acres of land under the pro~isions of the treaty of July 31. 18 j j ,  and 
that he has selected the east one-half of the southeast one-quarter. containing 
eighty acres of section 19, iii township 15 north, range 4 \yest. in the county 
of Isabella. The said Thomas Xal--\\raw-caw-gsh-kung may take immediate 
possession of said land and occupy the same, and the United States guarantees 
such possession and \+ill hold the title thereto in trust for him and his heirs. 
until a patent i n  the usual form shall be issued therefor according to the terms 
of said treaty. 

This certificate is not assignable and the said Thomas Kay-n-an--caw- 
gish-kung is expressly prohibited from assigning or attempting to assign the 
same and from selling or  transferring the said land, or  disposing of the same 
or of any interest therein to any person under penalty of an entire forfeiture 
thereof. 

RICHARD M. SMITH, 
Indian Agent. 

1n.another paragraph it is provided that all lands not selected at the end 
of five years shall remain the property of the government and be subject to 
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entry by the Indians only, and at the same rate as other government lands. 
All such lands to be sold to the Indians without any restrictions and patents 
to be issued therefor. 

TREATY WITH THE CHIPPEWAS OF SAGINAW, SWAS CREEK AND BLACK 

RIVER, 1864. 

.Articles of agreement and convention made ancl concluded at the Isabella 
Indian reservation, in the state of Michigan, on the 18th day of October, in 
the year 1864, between H. J. Alvord. special commissioner of the United 
States, and D. C. Leach, United States Indian agent, acting as commissioner 
for and on the part of t!le United States, and the Chippeu-as of Saginan-, 
Swan Creek and Black River. in the state of Michigan aforesaid, parties to 
the treaty of August 2. 18;;. as follo\vs, r iz:  

;?rticle I.  The said Chippewas o i  Saginan-. Swan Creek and Black 
River, for ancl in consideration of the conditions hereinafter specified. do 
hereby release to the United States the several tom~ships of land resewed 
to said tribe by said treaty aforesaid. situate and being upon Saginan- bay, 
in said state. 

The said Indians also agree to relinquish to the United States all claim 
to an!- right they may possess to locate lands in lieu of lands sold or dispcsed 
of !>y the United States upon their reservation at isaijeiia. a i d  also the right 
to purchase the unselected lands in said resen-ation. as pro\-ided for in the 
first article of said treaty. 

-1rticle 2. In consideration of the foregoing relincpishments. the 
United States hereby agree to set apart for the esclusire use. o\~nership and 
occupancy of the said Chippewas of Sagina\v. ST\-an Creek and Black River. 
al! of the unsold lands Ivithin the six to~vnships in Isabella countj- reserved to 
said Indians 111- the treaty of -ingust 2. 18;;. aforesaid. and designated as 
iollo\rs, viz: The north haif of tounship ii and :mr::s!:ips I j 2cd 16 north. 
o i  range 3 west: the north haii o i  iu\\-nsiiip i+  and tomiship :; n~r?h, ci 
range 3 west. and townships 14 and I j north, of range ; I\-est. 

--IrticIe 3. So soon a3 practicable after the ratification of this treaty, 
the persons n-ho have heretofore made selections of lands Ivithin the to\vnships 
of S a g i n a ~  Bay. hereby relinquished, may proceed to make selections of 
lands upon the Isabella reservation in lieu of their selections aforesaid, and 
in like quantities. 

After a reasonable time shall have been giren for the parties aforesaid to 
make their selections in lieu of those relinquished. the other persons entitled 
thereto may then proceed to make their selections in quantities as follows, viz : 
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For each chief of said Indians who signs this treaty, eighty acres in ad- 
dition to their selections already made, and to  patents in fee simple. For  one 
head man in each band into which said Indians are now divided, forty acres. 
and to patents in fee simple. 

For each person being the head of a family, eighty acres. 
For each single person over the age of twenty-one years, forty acres. 
For each orphan child under the age of twenty-one years, forty acres. 
For each married female who has not heretofore made a selection of land, 

forty acres. 
And for each other person now living, or  who may be born hereafter, 

when he or  she shall have arrived at the age of twenty-one years, forty acres. 
so long as any of the lands in said reserve shall remain unselected, and no 
longer. 

In consideration of important services rendered to said Indians during 
many years past, by William Smith, John C~ol!ir.s rst, Andrew J. Compau, and 
Thomas Chatfield, it is hereby agreed that they shall each be allowed to  select 
eighty acres in addition to their previous selection, and receive patents therefor 
in fee simple; and to Charles H. Rodd, eighty acres. and a patent therefor in 
fee simple, to be received by said Rodd in full consideration and payment of 
all claims he may have against said Indians, except claims against individuals 
for services rendered or money expended heretofore h~ said Rodd for the 
benefit of said Indians. 

I t  is understood and agreed that those Ottawas and Chippewas and 
Pottawatomies now belonging to bands of which Metayomeig, May-me-she- 
gaw-day, Keche-kebe-me-mo-say and Waw-be-maw-ing-gun are chiefs, who 
have heretofore made selections upon said reservation, by permission of said 
Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black River. who now reside upon 
said reservation in isabelia county, or who may remove to said reservation 
x~ithin one year after the ratification of this treaty. shall be entitled to  the 
same rights and privileges to select and hold land as are contained in the third 
article of this agreement. 

So soon as practicable after the ratification of this treaty, the agent for 
the said Indians shall make out a list of all those persons who have hereto- 
fore made selections of lands under the treaty of August 2 ,  18;j. aforesaid, 
and of those who may be entitled to selections under the provisions of this 
treaty. and he shall divide the persons enumerated in said list into two classes, 
viz: "Competents" and "those not so competent." Those who are intelligent. 
and have sufficient education, and are qualified by business habits to prudently 
manage their affairs, shall be set down as "competents" and those who are 
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uneducated, or unqualified in other respects to prudently manage their affairs, 
or who are of idle, wandering or dissolute habits, and all orphans, shall be set 
down as  "those not so competent." 

The United States agrees to  issue patents to all persons entitled to  
selections under this treaty, as follows, viz: T o  those belonging to  the class 
denominated "competents" patents shall be issued in fee simple, but to those 
belonging to the class of "those not so competentt the patent shall contain a 
provision that the land shall never be sold o r  alienated to any person or per- 
sons whomscever, without the consent of the secretary of the interior for the 
time being. 

Article 4. The United States agrees to expend the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars for the support and maintenance of a manual lalmr school 
upon said reservation: Provided, that the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal church shall, within three years after the ratification of 
this treaty, at its own expense erect suitable buildings for school and board- 
ing-house purposes, of a value of not less than three thousand dollars, upon 
the southeast quarter of section 9, township 14 north, range 4 west, which 
is hereby set apart for that purpose. 

The superintendent of public instruction, the lieutenant-governor of the 
state of Michigan, and one person, to be designated by said missionary society, 
shall constitute a b a r d  of visitors, whose duty it shall be to visit said school 
once during each year, and examine the same, and investigate the character 
and qualifications of its teachers and all other persons connected therewith, 
and report thereon to the commissioner of Indian affairs. The said Mission- 
ary Society of the Xethodist Episcopal chui-ch shall have ful! and undisputed 
control of the management of said school and the farm attached thereto. 
Upon the approval and acceptance of the school and boarding-house buildings 
by the board of visitors, the United States \\-ill pay to the authorized agent of  
said missionary society. for the support and maintenance of said school, the 
sum of two thousand doiiars. and a like sum annually thereafter, until the 
whole sum of twenty thousand doiiars s'naii haie beeli espende:!. 

The United States reserves the right to suspend the annual appropriation 
of two thousand dollars for  said school, in part or  in whole, whenever it 
shall appear that said missionary society neglects or fails to manage the affairs 
of said school and farm in a manner acceptable to the board of visitors afore- 
said; and if. at any time within a period of ten years after the establishment 
of said school o r  Iann for the purpose intended in this treaty, tlien, and in 
such case, said society shall forfeit all of its rights in the lands. buildings and 
franchises under this treaty. and it shall then be competent for the secretary 
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of the interior to sell or  dispose of the land hereinbefore designated, together 
with the buildings and improvements thereon and expend the proceeds of the 
same for the educational interest of the Indians in such manner a s  he may 
deem advisable. 

;It the expiration of ten years after the establishment of said school. if 
said missionary society shall have conducted said school and farm in a man- 
ner acceptable to the board of visitors during said ten years. the United States 
will convey to said society the !and before mentioned by patent in trust for 
the benefit of said Indians. 

In case said missionary sx ie ty  shall fail to accept the trust herein named 
within one year after the ratification of this treaty, then. and in that case, the 
said tn-enty thousand dollars shall be placed to the educational fund of said 
Indians. to be expended for their benefit in such manner as the secretary of 
the interior may deem advisable. 

I t  is understood and agreed that said missionary society may use the 
school house no\\- standing upon land adjacent to the land hereinbefore set 
apart for a school-farm. where it now stands, or  m o w  it upon the land so 
set apart. 

-1rticle j. The said Indians agree that, of the last two payments of 
eighteen thousand eight hundred d~l la r s  each. provided for hy said treaty of 
August 2, 18jj, the sum of se\-enteen thousand six hundred dollars may he 
n-ith'neid. and the sanie shall be piaced to the credit of their agricultural fund. 
to he expended for their benefit in sustaining their blacksmith shop, in stock. 
animals, agricultural implements, or in such other manner as the secretary of 
thc interior may deem advisable. 

-Article 6. The commissioner of Indian affairs may. at the request of 
the chiefs and head-men. sell the mill ancl land belonging thereto at Isabella 
City, on saicl reservation. and apply the proceeds thereof for S L I C ~  beneficiary 
objects as may be deeined advisable by the secretary of the interior. 

-b-tic!e 7. Iiiasiiiiich as the n d i  beionging to said lndians is partly lo- 
cated upoil lalid heretofore seiecieci by james Kichoison. it is hereby agreed 
that upon a relinquishment of ten acres of said land by said Sicl~olson, in 
such fonn as may be determined by the agent for saicl Indians. the said Kichol- 
son shall be entitled to select eighty acres of land. subject to approval of the 
secretary of the interior. and to  receive a patent therefor in fee simple. 

.\rticle 8. I t  is hereby expressly understood that the eighth article of 
the treaty of -\ugust 2. 18jj. shall in no wise be affected by the terms of this 
treaty. 

In testimony whereof. the said H. J. Alrord and the said D. C. Leach. 
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commissioners as aforesaid. and the undersigned chiefs and headmen of the 
Chippewas of Saginaxv. Swan Creek and Black River. hare hereunto set their 
hands and seals at Isabella, in the state of Michigan. the day and year first 
above written. 

H. J. -IL~ORD, (seal) 
D. C. LEACH. (seal) 

Special Con~missioners. 
In presence of 

Richard ?\I. Smith. 
Charles H. Rodd. United States Interpreter. 
George Bradley. 

S. D. Simontls. Chief. his X mark. 
Lyman Bennett. Headman. his X mark. 
Jno. Pay-me-quo-ung, Chief. his X mark. 
ll'illiam Smith, Headman, his S mark. 
Sauck-che-gan--me, Chief. his X mark. 
Me-squaxx--\\-ax\--naxx--q~~ot. Headman. his S mark. 
Thomas Dutton. Chief, his X mark. 
Paim-I\-a>--xx-e-d~~~~g. Headzan,  his X mark. 
Elliott ICayback. Chief. his X mark. 
Solomon Ottawa. Headman. his X mark. 
;\ndxx-. 0-sax\--\vax~--1~un. Chief. his X mark. 
Thos. TVaiil-daxx-na\\--quot. Headman. his X mark. 
Sax\--tax\--way. Chief. his S mark. 
I-kay-che-no-ting. his X mark. 
Ye-gal\--ne-quo-urn. headman, his X mark. 
\Tali--be-man-I-do, headman. his S mark. 
Se-be-naj--a\\--na\\--cluot-\va>--l:e, chief, his S mark. 
I(ey-o-g\\-a\v-ua!--be. headman. his X mark. 
il;illiam Smith. chief. his X mark. 
San--gax\--nex-ay-\x-e-c1~111g, headman. his S mark. 
I-palk. heachnan. his X mark. 
Say-ax\--be-tun$. chief, his X mark. 
Jos. IVay-be-ge-zhick. headman. his X mark. 
Sam1 llez-ha\\--clualv-II~IV-LII~. chief. his S mark. 
John P .  \Villiams. headman, his X mark. 
L. Pay-baxv-marv-she, chief. his X mark. 
Dax-id Fisher, chief. his S mark. 

(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seai j 
( seai) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
( seal ) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
(seal) 
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In presence of 
Richard M. Smith, Charles H.  Rodd, United States Interpreter. 
Amos F. Albright, Superintendent Mills. 
Marcus Grinnell, United States blacksmith. 
M. D. Baurassa, F. C. Babbett, George Bradley. 

A t  the time of the making of the treaty of 1864 there was a good deal 
of contentior, between the Indians and the agents of the government as to the 
kind of a patent the Indian should receive for the land he should select. The 
Indians were claiming patents in fee simple, while the representatives of the 
government mere desirous of making this reservation a perpetuity for the 
Indians. They feared that if the Indian obtained a title to his land that was 
alienable, he n~ould squander it and TT-ould soon be n-ithout land or a home. 
One of the grandest and most pathetic pleas we ever heard 11-as made on that 
occasion by the Great Chief Shaw-shaw-waw-na-beece. in behalf of his people. 
He recounted many of the wrongs that his ~ e o p l e  had suffered at the hands of 
the white man, and the many times they had been promised title to their lands. 
and the many times that the promises had been broken by the Great Father. 
His plea carried conviction to all except the spirits representing the govern- 
ment and the Methodist Episcopal church. the said church having these 
Indians particularlv under their supervision. The final result n-as a compro- 
mise between the contending parties, to the end that they agreed tliat the 
Indians should be classified according to their education, habits, ability to 
conduct their business affairs, as shown in the treaty. This designation was 
to be made by the Indian agent, and the interesting question then was, who 
will be that agent. The white folks were desperately in favor of Brother Lo 
getting a clear title to  his land, and he had good reason for his desire. There 
were about one hundred thousand acres of iand, a large portion as fine as any 
in the state, and millions of splendid pine timber, with large amount of hard 
wood timber and all of it just coming to be worth good monev. If this is 
all to be tied up by the Indian agent, it surely would be a calamity not to be 
tolerated, if there was any way to avoid it. On  the other hand it was ex- 
pected that Richard M. Smith might be the agent \vho \vould make the desig- 
nation, and it was known that he was strongly in favor of limiting the nunl- 
ber of "competents." While the Indian and the white settlers were anxiously 
awaiting the time when the designation should be made, and the die cast. the 
vessel with Mr. Smith on board went to the bottom of Lake Huron and Mr. 
Smith mas drowned. We think that Mr. Smith was a conscientious man 
and felt that if the title to the lands \\-ere given wthout reserration that it 
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u-ould not be long before the lands would pass from under their ownership o r  
control, and I am not sure but what he was right. 

While this was transpiring, another difficulty arose. Under the treaty of 
1855, there was a provision authorizing any Indian after five years from the 
ratification of the said treaty, in which they were authorized to select and 
locate 12nds for a home. to enter lands within the reservation: this was con- 
.fined to Indians of this tribe. Conceiving that they might profit by that pro- 
vision. two of the Indians, Andrew J. Compau and Charles H. Rodd (United 
States interpreter), as soon as the treaty was signed at  Isabella, saddled their 
horses and made haste for the United States land office, then located at Ionia, 
Michigan, and proceeded to enter some twelve thousand acres of the said 
reservation. These lands were entered principally for the pine and other tim- 
ber upon said lands, which a t  this time was becoming very valuable. I t  will 
readily appear to  any one knowing the Indian's proclivity for spending his 
money very soon after he receives it. that neither of these Indians 
had money to enter these lands, and that some white genius must have been 
in the scheme, not only to furnish the money, but to have the various descrip- 
tions examined to kno~v what was on the land, for at that time the land c i  
itself mas of little value; so it appears that as soon as the certificates of selec- 
tion xere made, a deed of the said lands was made, a part by Andrew J. 
Compau and 2 part by Charles H. Rocld -to one Frederick Hall. of Ionia, 
Ill ichigan. 

This complication called for some heroic action on the part of the Indians ; 
but there did not seem to be any one who desired to take the initiative. Two 
or three meetings mere called with the idea of uniting the said Indiaus on 
some procedure to recover these lands. but the call was frustrated by the 
missionary stationed among the Indians. Then another scheme was insti- 
tuted, that was to get a few of the principal chiefs and the missionary to meet 
at  the court house in Mt. Pleasant, and canvass the matter. They came. and 
Rev. George Bradley was made chairman. The purpose of the meeting was 
stated to be to get a hearing with the secretary ot' the interior o r  wirh rile com- 
missioner of Indian affairs. and if possible induce the United States authori- 
ties to commence suit to annul the said selections. and the certificates issued 
by the register and receiver of the land office. The claim was that the action 
by the register and receiver exceeded their authority; that the clause in the 
treaty of 18; j \\-as not available at  that time. as a new treaty had been made 
in 1864, and had been duly signed by the special commissioners of the United 
States and the several chiefs and headmen of the bands of Chippe\vas of 
Saginaw, Swan Creek and Elack River; that all it needed was the ratification 
of the Senate of the United States; that when so ratified the treaty \vo~~lcl take 
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effect from the day of its execution; that by the terms of the last treaty all 
of these lands were withdrawn from entry under the old treaty and were held 
subject to the provisions of the new treaty. 

After a short conference, Rev. George Bradley was selected to act as 
chairman of a committee of five. composed of himself and four of the prin- 
cipal Indians, they to go to Washington. procure an audience with the secre- 
tary of the interior and see what could be done. Money was raised for their 
transportation and expenses, and they went to headquarters. sought and ob- 
tained an audience with the secretary; stated their grievance; obtained and 
brought back with them the promise that the matter would be investigated and 
if found as represented that steps would be taken to  annul the fraudulent 
entries and the land restored to its original status. The secretary carried out 
his promise an investigation was made, a bill was filed In the United States 
court at  Detroit, and on hearing a decree was granted annulling said selections 
and certificates to Charles H.  Rodd and Andren J. Compau. also the convey- 
ances by them to Frederick Hall. The decree wiped out the fraud and cleared 
the lands of the cloud, since which all of said lands have been selected and pat- 
ented to  the Indians entitled thereto. 

ISDIAS INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 

During rhe session or' Congress in iS90-i Hon. -1. T. Sliss. then a ixcix- 
Eer of Congress from this district, secured the passage of a bill making pro- 
visions for the establishment of such a school. as fol lo\~s : 

"-An act fcr thc constn~ction and coinpletion of suitable school ! ~ i l d i n g ~  
for Indian industrial schools in Wisconsin and other states. 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Ccitecl 
States of America in Congress assembled. that the secretary of the interior he. 
and is hereby authorized and directed to cause one Indian industrial or  training 
schoo: ;G Sc cstaS!ishe:! in ezch of t k  states of I l k o n s i n ,  Michigan and 
Xinnesuta, ai a sost iiot e s c e x h g  thirty ~ ~ O U S ~ E C !  :!s!!xs icr e z c h c h c ! .  
said schools to be as near as practicable moulded on the plan of the Indian 
school at  Carlisle. Pennsylrania: Provided, holyever. that no such school shall 
be established on any Indian reservation wherein Indians are located under 
an agent." 

I t  further pro\-ided that the hi ldings for  the state of Michigan should 
be located in the county of Isabella. 

Seventyfive thousand dollars was appropriated, to be expended by the 
secretary of the interior for the purchase of suitable grounds and the erection 
of buildings. and for such other purposes as should be found necessary to  carry 
out the purposes of the act. 
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The people o f  Isabella county. and especially the Indians, feel very grate- 
ful for  the efforts of Colonel Bliss in securing this school. for without the ap- 
propriation TI-e could not have hoped to locate one here. 

The interior department sent out its agent to secure a suitable site for 
such a school. and, after a good deal of examination and investigation of 
different places for a site, they finally located on the present plot of ground. 
which lies just to  the northwest of the city of Mt. Pleasant. on a high and 
commanding spot of ground, rolling ancl with a good descent to the east and 
with splendid drainage to the Chippewa river. The first building erected for 
the school was b ~ d t  in 1892-3 and was completed on or about the 1st of July, 

'893. 
The government had anticipated some\\-hat the building ancl completion of 

their building and had opened a school in the Commercial block in Mt. Plea- 
sant. with thirteen pupils as a nucleus f o r a  larger attendance when their rooms 
should be ready for occupancy. Dr. E. E. Riopel, as superintendent: Mrs. 
Riopel. matron: Mrs. Quinn. laundress: Mrs. Josephine -4yling. cook: Mrs. 
Brubaker. laundress; Miss Olie Lett. seamstress: Miss Holliday. a graduate 
from the Indian school of Carlisle. Pennsylvania. as teacher; E. E. Sardin. as 
farmer. and Charles Slater. as carpenter. The rooms they occupied were not 
\\-ell adapted for such a purpose, but they remained, doing the best they could 
under the circumstances. for a b u t  two months. \\-hen they moved into a 
dwelling house on the farm which they had remodeled for the purpose. and 
remained there until the first of July. when they moved into their own build- 
mg. 

The first building erected was a brick structure. a b u t  one hundrecl and 
twenty feet by forty-five feet. two stories high v-it11 basement and attic. a-hich 
was used as a dormitory. making the structure equivalent to a four-story 
building. They started n-ith three horses and a light equipage of farming 
utensils. 

The  growth of the institution has been marveiuus. ~ons ide~i i ig  the corn- 
nlon sentiment in regard to :he lndian aiid his educarion. 

Lands have been added to  the first original purchase until now they have 
three hundred and twenty acres, or  half a section, being the east half of sec- 
tion 9 in township 14 nor;th. range 4 west. Isabella county. 

Their outfit of buildings at the present time consists of eleven brick stnlc- 
tures xhich are. one building one hundred and twenty feet by forty-five feet. 
with t ~ o  full stories, a basement and an attic. all utilized: an assembly build- 
ing, eighty-five by forty-five feet. with one iving forty feet by forty feet and 
another wing forty-five by eighty-five feet. all two stories and basement: 
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a girls' dormitory, ninety by ninety feet, two stories and basement: a boxs' 
dormitory of the same size and dimensions; a building for a dining room, 
domestic science, and bakery, with a capacity for three hundred students; a 
hospital building, thirty-five by forty-five feet, with basement; power house, 
fifty by forty-five, one story and basement, equipped with three boilers, engine 
and dynamo; a laundry, forty-five by seventy-five, one story, fully equipped 
and sufficient for the needs of the school; a storehouse, twenty-five by fifty, 
one story; an industrial building, including blacksmith shop, carpenter shop, 
tailor and shoe shop, also a band-room; a club house for the teachers and 
cook; this is devoted to  the use of the six lady teachers and the lady cook. 

There are also several wooden buildings, to wit: A barn, forty by one 
hundred and twenty-four feet: a store building, forty by fifty; a storage build- 
ing: thirty-two by fifty; driving shed, twenty-eight by one hundred: three 
cottages for the employees, viz : clerk. tailor. disciplinarian and carpenter: an 
ice.house, twenty-four by thirty feet; a piggery, twenty-two by eighty; a farm 
barn, forty by eighty, and a farm house, thirty by forty, for the assistant 
farmer; a dwelling for the night watch, upright sixteen by twenty-six. with 
a wing fourteen by twenty feet. 

This school has had a marked effect upon the Indians of this and other 
counties in the state. Their numbers have steadily increased until they now 
average something over three hundred students. which is the normal capacity 
of the school. Quite a number of the students have graduated and are now 
holding good positions in the government employ. As fast as they become 
proficient in the branches taught here. they may go to Carlisle, ort if sufficiently 
equipped, may seek employment in some other like institution, the government 
being at  all times anxious that they should continue the work and thus stimu- 
late others to a better life than that which they were wont to live. Here 
they are removed to a large extent from their natural haunts and come in closer 
touch with a better civilization, one that serves to change their environment 
and wiii in time modify their heredity. Knowing the tribal life of the Indian. 
one is surprised to see how soon they change to a large extent from their roving 
life to one of industry and good husbandry. In  their school all of the com- 
mon branches are taught, besides which they have domestic science and man- 
ual training. Many of them have good voices and become quite proficient 
in music. The school supports a good brass band, and they can play base 
ball and foot ball with proficiency. 'I'he government is doing what it con- 
sistently can to better the condition of a race that is fast disappearing and \\-ill 
soon be among the peoples that were, unless by the change in their habits and' 
modes of living they shall overcome the tendency to obliteration. 
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The  superintendents that have at  times conducted the business and looked 
after the interests of the school are, first, Dr. E. E. Riopel; then came Rodney 
S. Graham. who was followed by E. E. Nardin, and he by the present incum- 
bent. R. A. Cockran. The superintendent's salary at first was one thousand 
five hundred dollars; this has been increased to one thousand seven hundred 
dollars. The teachers receive from six hundred to eight hundred and forty 
dollars. The clerk, J. W. Bauman, who was formerly a student in the school. 
r e c e i ~ w  one thousand dollars. Two assistant matrons. one assistant cook and 
the gardener are each graduates here, and John JVllliams, present farmer. and 
Samuel Gruett. disciplinarian, have each been students in the school. 

Charles Slater, carpenter, is the only person who has remained in the 
employ of the school ever since it opened, which speaks volumes for his effi- 
ciency and faithfulness. One thing the authorities of the school are to be conl- 
plimented for is the preservation of the forty acres of native forest situated 
just north of the plat on which the buildings are located. I t  is one of the 
finest pieces of green timber in the county. in fact I doubt if another such can 
be found. There are about seven hundred nice hard maple trees on the piat 
and the school is guarding these trees with jealous care. 

I t  has been said by many that the Indian was a warlike creature, but we 
do not think that applies with much force to the Chippewas of the present 
day. The Indians here have been a peaceable people for several generations 
at least. Yet, when our country was in need of soldiers to put don-n the 
Rebellion, none were more ready to enlist than the native American. We have 
tried to obtain a full list of those enlisting, but have been unable to procure 
one. \Ye heren-ith present a partial list, secured direct from some of those 
~ h o  n-ent into the service, and have personal knowledge: John Jackson, 
Thomas Smith. Dan Sunshine (o r  Covert), Abram Brock (son of the great 
Chief Sha\\--sl~a\\--\\-a~v-naxv-I>eese). James Gruett. llTilliam Chatfield, Charles 
Chatfield, John \Vaw-he-naw. George Corbin, Amos Chamberlain, Marcus 
Otto, Joe Fisher, Samuei Fisher, Ke-go. U%iarn V.'estbrock, J ~ h n  Chatfield. 
IVilliam Kay-ne-go-me. Wiiiiain Isaac, %:I =Ishiiiai? (a c?r::zn?er). T)2r. Pav- 
mos-se-gay, Thomas Waw-be-rials. Sag-a-tup, James Quaw-be-way, John Col- 
lins (sharpshooter). Johnny Collins (sharpshooter). Yot-to-nay. Peter 
Barnes. Peter Campau (Seventh Michigan Cavalry), Lewis Pe-che-ka. Peter 
Bennett. Peter johns. John .Andrew. Mart Ne-ome. 

The story \voulcl not be complete without mention of another attempt 
made by those who underto~k to despoil the Indian of his rightful possessions. 
During the time that the lands \\ere held by the Hall interests, a bill was intro- 
duced in the Congress of the United States. intended to confirm title in Hall 
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and his grantees. The bill was carefully and ingeniously drawn, and when 
it came up for action the question was propounded as to how much land was 
involved. and the congressman from this district flippantly replied, about one 
hundred and sixty acres. The answer, for some cause, was not satisfactory; 
action was postponed and the bill was never passed. The evasive or  untruth- 
ful answer cost the congressman his office. and he lvas not returned. 

Soon after the treaty of 1855, to-wit, in 1856, the Indians coinmenced 
to move to their reservation in Isabella county. Some of them came by the 
way of St. Louis in Gratiot county. there being a few families living on the 
banks of the Pine river just below St. Louis; among them were the Gruets. 
Chatfields. Rodds, Bradleys, Lyons, Smiths, and others coming into the county 
by the pony route, packing upon the pony or  upon their on-n backs all of their 
belongings. Others came into the county by the Chippen-a river route with 
canoes, dug out of pine logs. In these canoes they stored away all that they 
possessed, including the wife and pappooses; as one Indian expressed it, "the 
river lvas full of canoes, and we brought all that we possessed." They landed 
at  o r  near what \\-as after\\-ard Isabella City. where the mill \vas lmilt, made 
their selections of land under the treaty of 185j and settled upon the same. 
They built small wigwams out of birch bark or  of logs. covered them xith 
bark to keep out the inclement weather and proceeded to make some clearing. 
cutting down the timber and burning the same. It will be remembered that 
the lands were all covered with a dense growth of timber and underbrush. 
Most of the older selections and settlement mas mad in the summers of 
1856-7. "i 

Their history is that most of the Indians coming b;n those years were 
quite industrious, desiring to make a home on the reserv ion, and for four 
or  five years made considerable improvement upon their lan % s. Not getting 
their patents at the end of their first five years. as they supposed they M-ould. 
and the fact that the idea of making the reservation perpetual had become 
noised about among the Indians, their enthusiasm for clearing and subduing 
land that some shrewd or designing paleface should afterward reap the bene- 
fit of his hard labor began to abate and the longer it continued the less did 
poor Lo  crave the job of enriching the white man by his voluntary labor: so 
that they began again to neglect their clearing and improvement and many of 
them left their land to again seek a livelihood by hunting, fishing, trapping and 
the making of baskets by the female portion of the family, gathering the ma- 
terial for baskets and woven anicles wherever most convenient. 

The Indians report that when they came to Isabella county in 1856-7, 
there was an abundance of fish in the streams and lakes of the county. and 
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great quantities of wild fowl in the timber and on the lakes, with deer, bear, . 

mink, musk-rat, coon, beaver and fox in great plenty, with some wolves, wild- 
cat, lynx and pole-cat thrown in to give flavor to the list. 

All or nearly all of these have now passed away or been legislated beyond 
the reach of any one, except he desires to bask for a time in the county jail or  
take a trip to the m70ric'house in Detroit. 

The Indian is not supposed to have inherited any great desire to work, 
but is accredited with having a great longing for fire-water. I n  this the s u p  
pozition is not altogether correct, for I think it can be truthfully said that the 
Indians who came to Isabella under the said treaties were greatly above the 
average in their desire to be good, sober citizens and that but a small percent- 
age of them were addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors to excess. On 
the whole, they were a very quiet and peaceable class of citizens. 

T'he writer of this article has had much to do with the Indian in this 
county, having spent a great many days and nights in the timber in the early 
days of the settlement of the county, running out state roads and public high- 
ways. generally working with one white man and from eight to  ten Indians. 
They make good chainmen and axe-men, as well as flagmen, in a surveying 
party. They were very good workers in the woods, cutting logs. and especial- 
ly good in driving logs donn the river in the spring to their destination a t  
Saginaw and Bay City. 

The Indians were possessed of guns for hunting at the time they came 
to Isabella; some had ponies, but no wagons or other conveyance by land and 
only the ordinary dug-out canoe for transportation on the lakes and rivers. 
In  employing them for work in surveying roads and for like work iu the 
woods, they were not dificult to satisfy in the line of provisions; their first re- 
quirement when starting on a surveying tour through the forest was a goodly 
supply of tobacco and pipes ; these were absolutel!~ essential and nothing could 
take their place. Nest was a sufficient supply of ham, bacon and bread 01- 

crackers; after that you could chink in aimost anyrhing of tile eatable chss 
2nd there would be no grumbling. In  the treaty of 1855 there were made 
certain <&isions for the education of the Indian children, and to carry out 
that portion of the treaty several school houses suitable for that purpose were 
built. 

Irving E. Arnold had the contract in 1858 to  build four school houses 
to be used for the Indians, and as soon as they were completed teachers mere 
secured to conduct them. .These schools were continued for several years, 
with more or less success. The  principal difficulty was in the poor attendance. 
with the further fact that as a rule the teacher did not understand the Indian 

(6) 
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language and the children could not understand the teacher, with the further 
fact that as soon as the school closed for the day the child returned to its 
home, there to talk Indian until the school hour the next day. My observa- 
tion has been that but little benefit was derived from the schools as then con- 
ducted. 

At a later date it was thought that the Indian was entitled to further con- 
sideration in the educationa: line and an attempt was made by some of the 
good citizens of Isabella county toward establishing an industrial school. 



CHAPTER V. 

ORG.4NIZXTION OF ISABELLA COUSTY 

The lands comprised within the boundaries of Isabella county were duly 
laid off by a; act of the Territorial Council in the year 1831. by "_An .Act to 
provide for laying off into separate counties, the district of country adjacent 
to  Grand River. and for other purposes. 

"Re it enacted by the Legislative Council of the Territor!. of Michigan. 
"Section 13. That the country included n-ithin the following limits, 

to-wit : west of the line between ranges z and 3 \vest; east of the line between 
ranges 6 and 7 west: south of the line between the to\vnships 16 and 17, and 
north of the line between townships 12 and 13 north, containing sixteen town- 
ships, be and the same is hereby set off into a separate county. by the name 
of Isabella. 

"=\pproved March 2 ,  1831.'' 

The county at  this time \\-as an unbroken wilderness of timber. devoid of 
inhabitants. I\-hite or Indian ; up to this time not a tract of land. great or  small, 
had heen enteretl hy anyone. 

In the year IS j3 an act \\-as passed attaching Isabella county to the county 
o i  Saginaw for certain purposes. to-wit : 

"Section I. The people of the state of Michigan enact. that the counties 
of Midland, -4renac. Glad\\-in. Isabella and Iosco. be aiid the same are hereby 
attached to the county of Saginaw. for judicial and representative purposes. 

"Sec. 2. The counties of Gladwin. :\renac and Isabella be and the same 
are hereb!- attached to the to\mship of Midland for the purposes aforesaid, 
and for the purposes of taxation, until set off and organized into other town- 
ships: and that the county of Iosco he and the same is hereby attached to the 
ton-nship of Hampton, in the co~mty of Saginaw. for like purposes. 

"-Approved Febniary 3. ~Sjg."  

In this act there is no provision made for the return of an!- vote on any 
subject. and it is evident that there were no settlers in the county at that time. 
Further that no township had been organized in the county. 
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The Legislature of 18;s. by act No. 98, "An act to attach the counties of 
Isabella and Gladwin to  the county of Midland for judicial and municipal pur- 
poses. 

"Section I. The people of the state of Michigan enact. that the counties 
of Isabella and Gladwin be and the same are hereby attached to  the county of 
Midland for judicial and municipal purposes. 

"Sec. 2. All acts or parts of acts contravening the provisions of this act 
are hereby repealed. 

"Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately 
"Approved February I z ,  18; j." 

The same session of the Legislature organized the township of Coe in 
Isabella county. "No 151, an act to organize the township of Coe, in county 
of Isabella. 

"Section I. The people of the state of Michigan enact. that the surveyed 
tovaships described as tonn 13 north, of range 3 west, and 14 north, of 3 
west, in the county of Isabella, be and the same are hereby organized into a 
tom-nship by the name of the township of Coe. and the first township meeting 
therein shall be held at  the house of Mr. Campbell. on section 17. in town r g  
north, range 3 west. 

"Approved February I 3. 18 jg." 

In  18j9, by act T o .  I 18, to-~vit. an act to organize the county of Isabella : 
"Section I. The people of the state of Michigan enact, that the county 

of Isabella shall be organized, and the inhabitants thereof entitled to all the 
rights and privileges t o  which by law the inhabitants of other organized 
counties of this state are entitled. 

"Sec. 2. Provides for an election of county officers, to be held on the 
first Monday of April, 18j9, such officers to enter upon their duties on the 
first l ~ o n d a y  in May, 1859. 

Sec. 3. Snxd nf c a ~ ~ ~ a s e r s  te meet at the house of Tohn M. Hursh on 
the second Tuesday of April next after the said election, to canvass and de- 
clare the result of said election." 

In  the same act the county of Clare mas attached to the county of Isahella 
for municipal and judicial purposes. and to the township of Isabella for town- 
ship purposes. 

Approved February I I .  18 jg. 

An election was held as provided in section 2, the board of canvassers 
met according to requirement and canl~assed the vote and declared Richard 
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Hoy elected as county treasurer, Irving E. Arnold, clerk, Charles H. Rodd 
(Indian), sheriff, James Wilsey, judge of probate, Malcom D. Davis. county 
surveyor, and Nelson Mosher, prosecuting attorney. 

The first meeting of the board of supervisors was held at the house of 
John M. Hursh, on N a y  9, 18j9. Supervisors Perry H. Estee, of Coe, N. - 
C. Payne, of Chippewa, and A. G. Ferris, of Isabella. were present, they rep- 
resenting all of the then organized townships. I. E. Arnold. county clerk, 
was clerk of the board. and P. H. Estee was elected chairman. 

Their first official act was to approve the bond of Richard Hoy, county 
treasurer; the second act was voting t o  bond the county for one thousand fire 
hundred dollars for the relief of the destitute of the county. William R. 
Robbins, of Coe, was appointed agent to  negotiate said bonds and purchase 
provisions, to be sold on time to the suffering and needy settlers. He mas 
not to sell said bonds for less than seventy-five cents on the dollar. and by his 
report he used but five hundred dollars and returned the balance into the 
treasury; Robbins was instructed to take security, either real estate or ap- 
proved notes, for the provisions he distributed, to be made payable on or before 
two years. There was turned into the treasury in notes the sum of four 
hundred ninety-eight dollars and ninety-eight cents. After allowing ~ o l f  
bounties to  Isaiah Ah-pwa-qua-naw, John Pe-boom and Xbram Ah-ne-mall- 
hong, and a few minor accounts. they proceeded to fix the salaries of the county 
officers. a s  follows: The  county treasurer, from May 1st to January rst, 
fifty dollars, and from January I! 1860, to  January I. 1861, three hundred and 
fifty dollars. County clerk, from May I, 1859, to January I, 1561, three 
hundred dollars. Prosecuting attorney, for his full term, one hundred and 
fifty dollars. The board then fixed the time for a meeting with the bc:rd of 
Midland county for the purpose of making a settlement on account of Isabella 
county having been annexed to the county of Midland for municipal and 
judicial purposes and for the purposes of taxation. The time set for such 
meeting was December IS. 1859. A meeting was held as provided, which 
resulted as follows: "Mid la~d  City, Michigan, January 1, 1860. Minutes of 
a joint meeting of the supervisors of the counties of Midland and Isabella, at  
the treasurer's office of Midland county. The board came to order at one 
o'clock P. M.; present from Is&e!la county, Coe, P. H. Estee, Chippewa, N. 
C. Payne; from Midland county, Charles D. Searrin, Samuel D. Gaskill and 
Sylvester E r w a y  chairmen, Charles D. Searrin and P. H. Estee. ;\t five 
o'clock the board took a recess until after supper. The board came to order 
at seven o'clock, members ali present. I t  is hereby agreed and resolved by the 
board of supervisors of Midland and Isabella counties, non- in joint session, 
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that for the purpose of effecting a settlement in full of all accounts and de- 
mands between said counties to  this date, that the county of Midland shall 
account to the state for all of the state tax liable to be paid by Isabella county 
for the year 1859 and 1860, and that the above shall be in full as a settlement 
by and between said counties. Provided. the above resolution shall in no 
wiy effect a settlement between the said county of Midland and the several 
towns of Isabella county. but the same shall be accounted for and paid over 
by the said treasurer of Midland county to the several towns of the county 
of Isabella according to law. 

"Dated at Midland City. January 4, 1860. 
"CHARLES D. SEARRIK. (L. S.) 
"SYLVESTER ERWAY. (L. S.)  
"SAMUEL D. GASKILL. (L. S.) 

"In behalf of Midland County. 

"P. H. ESTEE. (L. S.) 
"N. C. PAYXE. (L.  S.)  

"In behalf of Isabella County. 

"Upon motion. the board adjourned without day. 
"IRVING E. ARNOLD, 

"Clerk of Isabelia Coiint!-." 

The place selected by ?he commission appointed by the governor was at 
the geogiaphical center of the county. There was no settlement there what- 
ever, not so much as an Indian, the nearest settlement being on section 22. 
township 11 north, range 4 west, just on the south side of Mt. Pleasant. The 
land on which the county seat x a s  located was not bought from the United 
States until December I j, IS; j. 

On October 10. 1859. the board of supervisors met in regular session at  
the center and, after transacting the October business. adjourned until the 
second Tuesday of January. 1860. 

On January 10. 1860. they met pursuant to adjournment, and after trans- 
acting some b~~siness. adjourned to the 20th of February. After allowing 
some hills and a couple of wolf bounties, they adjourned till the nest day. 
when the f o l l o ~ i n g  resolution was offered by P. H. Estee : "Resolved by the 
board of supervisors of  Isabella county, that the following described piece o r  
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parcel of land be and hereby is designated by this board for the location of the 
county seat of this county, as proposed to be removed, as provided by law, to- 
wit: Beginning at  the center of section I;, in township 14 north. range 4 
n-est, state of Michigan. from thence running northerly forty rods. along the 
state road running from John M. Hursh's to the Indian Mills, and lmunded 
westerly by said road. thence east ~II-enty rods, thence southerly forty rods, 
and bounded easterly by a line running parallel with said state road. thence 
west to the place of beginning, containing five acres of land more or less. Said 
resolntion was duly carried by a two-thirds vote. -4fter the passage of said 
resolution. it was then provided that the proposition should be submitted to 
the qualified electors of the county at the April election of 1860. The county 
clerk 11-as directed to post notices of such election and the purpose of the same 
in all of the ton-nships in said county. 

"-After the election a special meeting of the saicl board of supen-isors was 
called to meet at  the Isabellz center for the purpose o i  canvassing the votcs. 
The board met on the 10th day of May, 1860. The h a r d  then consisted of 
11-illiam R. Robbins. of Coe, N. C. Payne, of Chippev-a, and Charles H. Rodd 
(Indian), for Isabella. The canvass resulted as folio\\-s: For the removal. 
Isabella. yes. 86. noes. 8;; Coe. yes. 51, x e s .  14: Chippewa, 16 for and 2 

.gainst, making a majority in favor of removal of fifty-three votes. The fol- 
lolying resolution was unanimously adopted: 'Resolved, 1))- the board of 
supervisors of Isabella county, that the county seat of saicl county is hereby 
removed, and by this act is established and located at  the point designated by 
the board of supen-isors of this county. February 21, 1860, said point being 
near the center of section I;. in ton-nship 11 north. range 3 west. state of 
Michigan. 

"W. R. ROBBIXS. Chairman. 
"IRVING E. ARKOLD, C o ~ n t y  Clerk." 

The census of the county at this time, as taken bq- 4i. D. Davis, \\.as one 
thousand iour hundred and forty-one. about one-half American and one-haii 
Indian. The number of votes cast at the said eiection for and against the 
removal of the county seat would indicate that nearly the entire vote n-as 
cast. David 11-ard. the person who owned the lands on which the county seat 
n-as located and on which the city of Mt. Pleasant was aiteru-ard located, had 
much to do with the removal from the center of the county. H e  donated to 
the Indians seventeen and  one-half acres of land on the southeast quarter of 
the north\;-est quarter of section I j. town 14 north, range 1 n-est. the place 
where the south half of the city park is now located. and also several lots to 
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different Indians who were supposed to have considerable influence with the 
Indians. It was a good scheme, for the reason that the present location of 
the capital of the county is much better than the one at  the center, where there 
is no river, lake or stream of any kind; whereas the present location has a very 
desirable -z.:er privilege on the Chippewa river, has fine boating facilities, and 
the plat is comparatively level and of a light sandy soil, most of it easy of 
drainage and devoid of mud. Mr. Ward further promised that if the county 
seat was moved to his lands at  Mt. Pleasant, he would build a court house 
and donate it to the county. I t  was built according to promise and was com- 
pleted. On the 12th day of July, 1860, the board of supervisors met at Mt. 
Pleasant and after organizing, they proceeded to inspect the court house and 
accept the same, also to accept the job of clearing and g r u h h g  one an.' me- 
half acres of land on the court square, which had 'been let to Mi. H. Kelson at 
one hundred and forty dollars and one hundred and fifty dollars f a -  measuring 
one and one-half acres. 

At the same session I. E. -4rnold was paid for transcribing the records 
affecting this county which had been made at Midland county when Isabella 
was attached to that county for municipal and judicial purposes. The first 
payment was sixty-six dollars for transcribing six hundred folios of records 
and afterward thirty dollars for completing the same. 

The first co~~nt>- order was issued to PIT. D. Davis for services iil drax-ing 
a jury: the amount was seventy-five cents, written on legal cap paper, and was 
as follows : 

' '$oo.f~. Treasurer of Isabella county, pay to M. D. Davis or bearer 
7j-roo dollars out of money in your hands raised for incidentals. Isabella 
Center, October I ~ t h ,  1859. 

"P. H. ESTEE, 
"Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. 

"I. E. ARNOLD, Clerk." 



CHAPTER VI. 

EARLY REMINISCENCES AND INCIDEKTS. 

There are many little incidents of early history that can hardly be.ex- 
pected to find their way into a general history and therefore must seek a place 
in the little incidents that occur as the days go by. 

Going back to  1Sj4-j, at  the time that the very first settlers made their 
h a y  into this then dense n-ilderness of timher, I\-e find the pioneers laboring 
under many great hardships and privations. At first there were no roads, no 
stores, no mills, no postoffice, so that when the first stock of provisions was 
exhausted there was no place near by where they could be replenished. Maple 
Rapids, or  Fish Creek, was the nearest and that was not less than forty miles 
distant. and through the forest at that. 

Thither were they compelled to go  for some time for supplies, as well as 
for mail.and to mill. A journey over the trail at  that time gave them lots of 
time for reflection and on one of their tours Dan Brickley and John Stewart 
with one other. purchased a hand grinder with which they could grind their 
corn into meal and their wheat and rye into flour. This mill they rented to 
their neighbors for their use at one shilling per bushel. Some, either for want 
of the price or  for other reasons, did not use the pony mill, but resorted to a 
more primitive manner of obtaining the same results, namely. by using a 
coffee mill, and William Payne and John Fraser, being artists with a jack 
plane, were able to keep the family going by shaving the corn from the cob 
with their jack plane (and this when Fraser had six hundred dollars in gold 
in the house). and Charles Taylor made a trough out of a black ash log, fast- 
ened an iron wedge into a hand spike and with that beat the corn into meal 
and the good wife made the meal into what they called a black-ash Johnny 
cake. Who will say that the cake was not wholesome, aye delightful? 

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIOPI'S. 

Our first settlers mere not all savages, for it is recorded that as early as 
March 25, 18j5, in a log house. the residence of Eber Hamilton, Charles 
Taylor preached the first sermon ever preached in the county. and it is said 
that it was a genuine good old fashioned Methodist sermon. 
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In that same year the Fourth of July was celebrated at the house of 
William B. Bowen. 

The next celebration of the Fourth of July was had in 1861 at  the house 
at  Salt River. N. C. Payne mas president of the day. Hon. P. H .  Estee. 
reader. and Hon. Nelson Mosher, orator. A pole was raised which was one 
hundred and twenty feet high and remained there ulltil the night of the assassi- 
nation of President AAhahan~ Lincoln. \\-hen it Men- down. The following 
ladies prepared a handsome flag and hoisted it themselres, to-wit : Mrs. 
James Campbell, Mrs. D. D. Eurham, Mrs. H. 0. Bigelow. Mrs. James IVil- 
sey, Mrs. William R. Robbins and Mrs. P. H. Estee. There '-:ere present at  
this celebration about one thousand perscjns. great and small. 11-hich \\-odd be 
about all of the people of that vicinity. 

FIRST THINGS. 

The perpetuation of the race as well as  the peopling of a county is a mat- 
ter of prime importance and one worthy to  be preserved in the annals of 
history. There has been some controversy as to d ~ o  was the first horn in the 
county and we have investigated the matter quite fully n i th  the result that the 
first male child born n-as -4delbei-t Reynolds and the first girl was Mary .JI. 
Fanning, born May ;. 1855. \\.it11 a close secolld in Isabeila I-Iursh. l:orn in 
June, 1855, and Isabella Campbell, born August 20, 1855. 

The first marriage ceremony \\-as performed by W. H. Stewart, a justice 
of the peace. who received coon skins for  his fee (how many he received is 
not stated) and the act was performed upon Daniel Robinson and Jane Foutch. 
On the same day it is claimed that David Foutch was married to =lgnes. 
daughter of IVilliam B. Bowen. The pace set on that day has continued ever 
since, with ever increasing celerity. until now 11-e number from tu.0 hundred 
and ten to tx:o hundred and forty each year. This splendid showing in the 
!i-e c i  ?.cxestic fe!icity is a trifle marred !I!- the fact :!:at fro- sistee:: to 
twenty-four divorces are granted each year. rind yet. to those who believe 
that no divorces should be granted, it may seem large: to those who believe 
that mismated people should not be con~pelled to lire together in perpetual 
unhappiness, it is not so large. 

XAIL ROUTES -4ND POSTOFFICES. 

In any civilized community of today the facilities for the transmission 
of news is very much desired if not demanded. Therefore at an early date in 
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the settlement of Isabella we find this much desired object achieved by the 
establishment of a mail route from St. Louis in Gratiot county to Salt River, 
in Isabella, and the estabhshment of a postoffice at Salt River, with \ITillianl 
R. Robbins as postmaster. The office was opened on the 8th day of August, 
18j7. About the same time Joel Drake, ~ h o  lived near the northwest corner 
of Coe township, was made postmaster of a postoffice established there, called 
IViota. Kot long after these were established the route was extended to the 
John M. Hursh residence. just south of here on \\-hat was then known as the 
Hursh farm; the office mas called Ne\vAllbany and J. M. Hursh was its post- 
master. Not long afterward the route was continued still farther north to the 
Chippewa river where the village of Isabella City was located, where a post- 
ofice was established and F. C. Bebbitt made postmaster. 

The first maiI was brought into the county by a carrier on foot. and came 
from the south through Gratiot county to Salt River. thence north and TI-est 
to Wiota and on west and north to New -Albany and thence north to Isabella 
City and there stopped for several years. 

-4fter the organization of the county and the establishment of the count?- 
seat a t  Mt. Pleasant, several attempts were made to have the postoffice de- 
partment establish an office at the county seat. but \41out  avail. 

All such matters were sent to  the congressman from this district. who 
n-as at  that time a resident of Saginax. -411 such importunities were entirely 
ignored or  sent to the nearest postoffice, \I-hich was Isabella City, and there 
pigeonholed. The time came when the congressman needed to be renomi- 
nated or remain at  home. H e  then became approachable and anxious. so 
much so that he made a visit to Aft. Pleasant to fis up his fences: but he found 
the bars all down and no one to put them up or to keep them up if they were 
put up. and when he \vent out to view the open space he found posted over 
the barway the following legend: "KO postoffice: no votes." H e  took the 
hint and in a few days Mt. Pleasant was the proud possessor of a postoEce 
m r !  Milton Bradley was postmaster. The salary was small. but the accommo- 
dations great. Mt. Pleasant.\\-as happy over her new acquirement and the 
congressman happy over the votes that he received. 

DETERMINED TO MARRY. 

The first piece of land was entered So\-ember 28. 1851. by -Money Rust. 
This piece of land was not soon settled upon. but remained mild until 1860. 
mhen Xloney Rust sold it to his brother. Ezra Rust. -After the purchase of 
Ezra and in 1860, he desired to kno\\- \\-hat he had gotten for his money. so 
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he and a friend rigged up a team of horses, attached them to a light two-horse 
wagon and, putting in their saddles and their provisions for a week's journey, 
they started for the woods. Arriving at  the quarter house and not being able 
to go farther with their rig, they stripped their horses of their harness, put 
on their saddles and started out. After having been out for several days and 
on returning, they found that their wagon and harness had departed. On 
making due inquiry, they learned that a couple from Isabella City. being over 
desirous to become married, had saddled a couple of ponies and started out 
in search of a minister or  justice of the peace who could relieve their distress ; 
had found that horse-back riding in a wilderness was not the most pleasant 
pastime so they unsaddled their ponies, donned the harness of Rust, hitched 
the ponies onto the wagon, seated themselves and drove for Midland. -4rriv- 
ing there in safety, they soon found the proper official, who joined them ior 
better or  for worse. They then sent the ponies and wagon back to the place 
from whence they got them and went on their way rejoicing. The wagon re- 
turned in good season and Mr. Rust now tells the story with a good degree 
of zest. 

DIDN'T RELISH HIS BED. 

There are some ludicrotla things that happen in a new and woolly country 
as this was in the early days. There u-as to be a daiice in a distant part oi  
the county and at the appointed time the merry participants began to congre- 
gate for the occasion. I t  so happened that it was not a prohibition place and 
the spirits soon became over jubilant. so much so that one, at least, lost him- 
self to the pleasures of this world and became oblivious to time and his sur- 
roundings, so the other spirits deemed it but proper that he be made comfort- 
able and safe from harm. In looking about for a suitable place, they dis- 
covered that it was hog-killing time and that a large porker was lying just 
outside the partition of the dance hall, and in a place that was convenient so 
that they might visit it cccasicna!!y 22d see thzt nc hzrrr. c--e ts the;: ST:'.- 
ject. So they lifted the subject, carried him to the spot and there deposited 
him inside of the porker that lay mith outstretched arms to receive him. 
There he lay till the morning dawn, when, on awaking, he discovered his place 
and companionship. Naturally he felt humiliated and he resolved to have re- 
dress for the great wrong done to a human being. So he started for a place 
where he could obtain the redress he felt he was entitled to. Arriving at  the 
office of the proper officer, he demanded in imperious and ineloquent terms for 
a warrant for the miscreants who had h~uniliated him. The  officer very meekly 
asked who it was that he wanted the warrant for and his reply was neither 
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elegant nor genteel, but still it gave the officer no ground to  work upon and 
again he inquired who it was that he desired the papers for. and again the 
party was abusive and gave the officer nothing but the vilest slang and abuse 
and so much so that the officer lost his patience in the turmoil and, seizing a 
shovel used for removing ashes from an old fashioned box store, aimed a blow 
at the intruder, which caused him to flee to his rig and escape toward his home. 
The officer, feeling the dignity of his office insulted, swore out a u arrant, put 
it in the hands of the sheriff and he n-ith a deputy started in pursuit of the 
fleeing offender. After a long chase. they finally corralled the culpfit, arrested 
and brought him back to answer to a charge of a breach of the peace. H e  
was tried and convicted and fined twenty-five dollars. H e  paid the fine and 
departed a wiser if not a better fellow. 

SEEKING JUSTICE ANID DIFFICCLTIES. 

There was a time back in the sixties when a considerable number of 
families were on the verge of starvation. They had lost what little of their 
crops they had attempted to raise and in the spring they were compelled to 
subsist upon wild leeks and maple sugar. with but very little of anything else. 
At one of these times there n-as a controversy between a couple of these set- 
tlers, which they undertook to have settled in a justice court. The suit was 
brought and came on for trial. The  court was held in a small room in the 
old court house and was presided over by a worthy justice v h o  probably, 
before such honors were forced upon him. had acquired the habit of taking a 
quiet smoke. ostensibly to brighten his intellect for the occasion. KO\\. if 
you have a very imaginative mind you can probably conceix of the delectable 
condition of the atmosphere of the room where there was no more ventilation 
than in Koah's ark, ~ i t h  a fair amount of heat radiating from a box stove 
fire, connected u3th the breath of a room full of stomachs lozded with leeks 
and maple sugar gulping up gas, internlingled with smoke frum a much-used 
pipe,eloaded with some costly tobacco, intermingled with ihe fumes of dlt: 
poor cigars of the time. you can appreciate the pleasure of one who was obliged 
to undergo the ordeal. 

SQUAB HUNTING. 

Did you ever eat squab? Did you ever hunt squab? If you did not, you 
can hardly say that you have feasted on the fat  of the land in which you live. 
In an early day the woods were full of the wild pigeon. and about 1870 they 
appeared here for the last time. Their roost was in the east part of Mecosta 
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county. Seeing the pigeons going and coming each day in flocks of thousands, 
a party started from Mt. Pleasant and made their way west on an Indian 
trail and road, following the line of the pigeons' flight until they came to the 
roost proper. where they arrived just before dark. I t  was an interesting sight 
to see the thousands of birds coming from every direction to their nesting 
place and to  hear them swoop and swirl through the branches of the tall trees. 
seeking out their proper home and family, bringing with them the food gath- 
ered during the hunt of the day. Gathering a few squabs before it was too 
dark to seek out the nest, the party built a fire of sticks and brush and after 
cleaning the little beauties proceeded t o  impale them upon s.harp sticks and 
roast them in the fire until the scent of  the frying meat was too much for a 
fzzished cannibal and then they proceeded to devour the delicious morsels. 
This was continued until all of the captured birds XI-ere dispatched. \\-hen a 
bed was made on the ground under the trees where the pigeons were roosting. 
and there they lay do\vn for the night. A11 went well until about daylight 
when the buzz and whir of the birds going out upon their hunt for food for 
themselves and their young became too exciting for further sleep. for the 
hunters also must be'up and doing in order to secure a sufficient iluinber of 
squabs for a breakfast, together with a few to carry home to their families. 
This job was soon accomplishecl and after a repast such as a king might be 
proud of. the horses were saddled and the home journey entered upon. -411 
day the air was full of the faithful pigeons .on their pilgrimage for food. 
This roost was the last in this section and substantially the last of the xvild 
pigeon. For many years none hale been seen migrating north in the spring 
or south in the fall and today they are extinct so far as can be ascertained. 
Who can tell the cause of their disappearance from off the face of the earth l 
We say extinct, for the reason that large bounties have been offered by several 
parties for the recovery of a single pair of the once plentiful wild pigeon and 
so far as we are informecl no one has succeeded in furnishing any of those 
beautiful birds. 

-4 PLUCKY WOMAX. 

On one occasion in the earl)- sixties a young \\-Oman was left uith t\ro 
small children to do the work at home. while the husband had gone to the 
front to fight the battle for freedom and had left a patch of turnips and also 
a small field of potatoes to  harvest. No help could be had, so she was com- 
pe!!ed to go into the field and pull the turnips and dig the potatoes with the aid 
of  the oldest boy, a lad of nine. They harvested the crop and then sold 
seventy-fire bushels of the turnips for twenty cents a bushel. 
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. These were used by many of the families as their staple food. The bal- 
ance was fed to  the stock, as there was no hay in the settlement at  the time and 
the stock was compelled to browse upon the brush and limbs in the woods. 
The hard work and exposure in the field and in caring for the stock in winter 
caused a felon to appear on the \I-oman's hand and, after four days and nights 
of intense pain and suffering. she started one starlight night for the doctor's 
house. some two and one-half miles away, following the trail through rhe 
n-oorls, timid and fearful of meeting some ferocious wild animal, as the forests 
contained at that time many bear, some wolves. catamounts and occasionally 
lynx. Fortune favored the brave woman and after a Iong tramp she arrived 
at the doctor's residence about three o'clock in the morning and she rapped a t  
his door. H e  soon appeared. invited her in and after examining the hand, 
probed it with a lance and relieved the pain and after applying some soothing 
applications she felt relie\-e$ and started back to her little ones at home. 

At another time, not long after the above incident, a family living in the 
forests of Tsabella. whose parents resided in western Sen- York state. the 
wife learned that her parents had sold their farm and were coming to Isahella. 
I t  was in the month of Narch and they had made their journey by rail to  
the then village of St. Johns. some forty-five miles distant from the home of 
her daughter. and, coming into the county by wagon over the corduroy and 
mud roads of the country. on arriving were very much wearied and nearly 
exhausted so that it seemed necessary that the old lady at ieast should hat-e a 
good strong. soothing cup of tea. She did not know that tea in the TX-ilder- 
ness mas a great luxury. The daughter knew. howe\-er, that her mother 
I\-odd expect it. but \\-hat could she do? There was nothing left, as it seemed 
to her. but procure the tea. The nearest store was at Salt River. so she donned 
her bonnet and s h a d  and started out for the beverage. It was a Iong journey 
to walk six miles and more in the month of March. hut she made the trip and 
returned 11-ith the article. made the tea and her mother enjo?red it \-ery much. 
She remarked that she thought that she must have xmie very good neighbers 
that she should stay so long and visit. or eke the!- must be a guud \vaj-s oE. 

In the year '61, I remember it well, 
We came to the Michigan forests to dv-ell. 
S o  signs that the  bite m:ln had get passed that n-ay 
There Snture. n~ost primitire. fully held sway. 

Firsr a few trees were felled and a small space was cleared 
Where a little log-cabin rras speedily reared. 
With just one small window to let in the light, 
And a rrooden-Wnged door that we nlade fast at night. 

TVe brought n-ith us hediliug. n stol-e and some food. 
And the ase--most iml~ortant---our chief ally stood; 
We were then young and healthy, with courage quite keen, 
Though Indians and wilil bemts vere frequently seen. 
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The opening around us grew broader each day, 
Letting in the blue sky and the sunlight's bright ray, 
Then the birds came to greet us  and sing 'mong the leaves 
And build timy nests 'neath the cabin's low eaves. 

Other settlers came in and took up a claim 
-4nd the township received then its first legal name, 
Which was Lincoln, and passable roads were cut through 
Where each built his cabin and started anew. 

Then rhe vomen found time to make C a l l s 1  should my- 
Going oft in the morning and staying all day: 
With knitting in band they thought i t  no labor 
To walk a few miles to  risit a neighbor. 

I t  may interest you to know how we made 
Our pastry and puddings from things that we had;  
But the maxim was just as  true then a s  to-day 
That 'where there's 3 will, there's a l r m p  a way." 

We made good mince pies without apples or meat, 
And the elder bush furnished us  berries to eat, 
Baked in pie, r i t h  3 few leares of sorrel to sour it, 
You would knov it  was good had you seen us  devour it. 

Our cookies and cakes would just take the lead, 
Made of nice maple sugar and caraway seed, 
Cut out with a teacup or fashioned by hand, 
Our pioneer cakes were the best in the land. 

From barley and peas nicely roasted and ground 
A fine cnp of ccfEee eoulcl always be found; 
I t  wasn't quite Mocha and Jara.  'tis true, 
Eut  preferable fa r  to to-dnfs Fos:um brcn-. 

Some used the wild strawberry leaves for their tea, 
-4nd the white inner bark of the fragrant pine tree: 
I t s  medicinal rirtue no tea can excel 
- h d  the use of i t  daily kept each of them well. 

How well I remember our first homegrown foo13s-- 
Cucumbers and turnips g r o m  there in the woods, 
And tame, juicy berries, delicious and sweet, 
We now had abundance of good things to eat. 

If a wood-bee mas planned all the men turned out strong 
And women an6 children of cnnrse wefit a!ong; 
Each carried a basket or pail full of dinner 
And made no distinctiou beiween saint or sinner. 

But all joined together; and while the men worked, 
We women just risited-never one shirked 
In doinq her share of the talking and greeting 
That made of that day an experience meeting. 

Well, times somewhat changed a s  the years rolled between 
When fine farms ayrieared, and nice homes were seen, 
And fashion crept in according to station, 
And visits were made only by invitation. 

Some even dropped out-I am sorry to say- 
And became more exclusive, like some are today, 
While a spirit of riwlry if not of strife 
Drore out of our midst the old simple life. 
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There is one more experience 1 will explain 
Though I nerer should wish to explain i t  again. 
The time for the watch-meeting service drew near 
To watch out the old and to greet the Xew Pear. 

I had nerer attended a ~nee t i ig  like this. 
And thought i t  was something I ought not to miss. 
Though, to tell just the truth,  I didn't feel right 
In  leaving my husband and children a t  night. 

But n neighbor. his wfe.  and another dear frieud 
Who had always accustomed themselves to attend. 
Had said they would call for me if I would go. 
Aud so I decided I would not say no. 

'Twas a bitter cold night-with an old open sleigh 
Drawn by oxen, and filled in with straw or with hay, 
With blankets for robes to protect from the storm. 
Which were qllite insufilcie*lt in keeping us varm. 

Then the slow pace began. for mule three miles he lo^. 
To the Chippewa schoolhouse where we had to go. 
I t  seemed we would never the meeting-place reach. 
Or hear ang- sermon the good man might preach. 

But v e  reached there a t  last. with no time to spare, 
Quite chilled from the ride in the cold. fros* air. 
The store gare  out warmth most qrateful to all. 
But no seats were pro-rided except near the wall. 

So I sat in s coruer, a bench for a seat. 
-4nd the cracks in the floor gave no warnlth to my feet. 
'Twas a m a l l  congresstion with only a few 
T h o  ?;ad rnllicd to aid in the \~-orlc there to cln. 

I pa t ieu t l~  listened to hear what was said: 
They sang a short hymn. then the minister read 
-4 portion of Scripture, and two or three prayed, 
When the ruinister urged then] to not he ~ f r a i d  

But to speak a few words, some experience to give 
And tell the friends present the right way to lire. 
Just  then something ran d o n  my shoulder and dropped 
Snd ont of my lap a poor famished mouse hopped. 

Well. the first exclamation I made then and there, 
I t  wasn't appropriate, was not a prayer, 
And if erer I =re grateful thanks it was when 
m .. r..: :,1~,,.s:.:er sniA. "fln;l~y Sew Teilr--Amel?." 

-Mus. ELLEN WOODWORTH. 

NOTES FROM AN OLD-TIME DIARY. 

.April 13. 1862.-Men to get dinner for and no bread in the house and no 
salaratus. So I must send to the neighbors and borrou- a little. So I send to 
the neighbors and receive the distressing intelligence that they are entirely out 
and have no money to buy with. Then I send to another and she says she has 
only a little and can't spare any. Pretty soon in comes a small boy and says, 

( 7 )  
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Ma wants to borrow some salaratus, your sieve and some salt: she says she 
is all out and P a  can't spare the time to go to the store. So I send the sieve 
and the salt and console myself that I am no worse off than my neighbors. 
I am glad to know that there is one thing that never becomes empty and that 
is the mending basket, so I console myself that if I can't do anything else I 
can patch. 

ANOTHER BRIGHT SPOT IN THE OASIS. 

April 14, 1862.-It is sugar-making time and we sugared off today. 
Have made so far one hundred and eighty pounds and expect to make at least 
fifty pounds more. I t  is of good quality and is the only kind that we have or 
expect for  some time to come. The sap is caught in troughs which are made 
out of logs cut the right length, split in two and then hollowed out with an 
axe to a sufficient depth to hold a pail of sap. The sap is gathered into pails 
and carried to the boiling place by men or put into barrels, placed upon a sleigh 
and hauled to the boiling place by a horse or team. There it is stored in a 
iarge tank until ready to  boil. An arch is made of sticks and clay laid up in 
an oblong manner, the walls plastered with clay mortar; the boiling pan is 

.. placed on top of the wall and a fire'built under the pan and continued until the 
clay is thoroughly baked, when it becomes as hard as a rock. The sap is then 
placed in the boiling pan and a steady fire kept burning anti1 the water is 
largely evaporated and the product becomes syrup, when it is sugared off if it 
is sugar; if you desire otherwise, it is bottled up as syrup. The process and 
the apparatus for converting the sap into syrup or  sugar is primitive and rude 
in construction, but it answers the purpose. I t  is all enjoyed by young and 
old and when other sugar is not to be had it is a great blessing, especially 
as it is w x t h  one shilling per pound and can be used in trade for other arti- 
cles of necessity in the family. I t  also many times saves the silvernare and 
other heirlooms from being dispcsed ~i to p ~ m h a s e  ~ecessities for the  family. 
i t  went quite a'ir-a)-s towzirc! k q k g  tea at t ~ c  c'.c!!ars per  poux!. wheat. 
three dollars a bushel, calico, twenty to fifty cents a yard, hay thirty-fiue dollars 
per ton, and oats one dollar per bushel. 

St. Johns was nearest trading post and railroad and it took five days to 
make the trip with a n  ox team and there were none other in the county. the 
freighters charging three dollars per hundred pounds for cartage. 

There are many bright places in a woods life and they were not wanting 
up here. In 1864 there was a quarterly meeting to be held at Nippesing 
church. or mission, so ten of the settlers. five men and five n-omen, procvred 
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Indian ponies and saddles and made a pilgrimage to the church, following the 
Indian trail through the woods. Arriving. me found the building packed to 
overflowing with Indian women and men. wit11 Rev. George Bradley as their 
preacher. The text has passed from my memory, but it was a good sermon. 
preached in English and interpreted into the Indian by an Indian and, all in all, 
it was very impressive The singing was good and sounded peculiar to an 
ear that was not accustomed to the soft mellow voice of the native. -411 sing- 
ing was in the Indian language and at  the end of the preaching services the 
rite of baptism was administered to about twenty Indian babies and two 
Indian women. English names were given to the babies as they were baptized. 
The services over, we all mounted our ponies and filed home through the 
forest, very much enjoying our daq-'s outing and the services of the meeting. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT OF ISABELLA COUNTY. 

As early as 185 I .  Xlony Rust located the southwest quarter of section 3, 
in tonmship I j north, range 3 west, and soon thereafter a few others entered 
lands. but none of them for permanent settlement until about the rcth day of 
October, 1854 ,  when Daniel Brickley, John Stewart, Andrew F. Childs. James 
Wilsey, Daniel Childs. James Campbell, George Reasoner. Charles F. Young 
and %I. J. Hall entered each a quarter section of land under the graduation 
act, at fifty cents per acre, for the purpose of settlement. Most if not all of 
them soon thereafter settled upon their purchases and began to improve the 
same. 

About the first of November of that year. the first road was cut from the 
south line of the county north to Salt River. at the center of section g, by 
William B. Bowen. William -\darns. James Shephers. J. B. LValton. George 
and Don- Greenfield, 13-llliam B. Bowen driving the first horse team and magon 
as far as Salt Rluer, The next day Jacob Middaugh, L\-. JV. Middaugh and 
Tohn Hendershot came over the same road with an ox team. and cut a road 
on through to section I in the same township. These. it must be remembered, 
were but trails through the woods, the country being coxered \vith a heavy 
growth of hardwood timber. k i th  the usual concomitant of swamp, creek. 
high and loiV lands, underbrush and fallen timber, in fact, nearly everything 
tending to make life miserable for the early settler. 

On Kovember 21. 18j4, Joseph Roberts, Sr., his ~vife and children. Pat- 
rick Fanning and family and Thomas Roberts moved onto the northeast 
q ~ ~ a r t e r  of section 10,  township 13 north, range 3 west, being the first families 
that moved into the county. TO them must ever be given the honor of being 
the first families of Isabella county. 
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On November zIst  of the same year, Daniel Brickley and John Stewart 
moved with their families into the west part of the same township. From 
this time on settlements were made in rapid succession. In  December, John 
Hursh and Lewis Jenner cut a trail from Brickley's place to the farm on 
n-hich the Norman school is now located. and on the z j th  day of February. 
185j, John M. Hursh and family moved onto the place and ioimed the first 
nucleus for  settlement in this part of the county. About the same time John 
Fraser crossed the Tittlbawassee river, at the mouth of the Pine. and wit11 
two or three others cut their way up  the Pine to the old Indian mission, and 
then across to ~vhere he had purchased a half section of land. it being the south 
half of section 31 in the township of Chippexva. I t  took four teams to con- 
vey Mr. Fraser's goods and family into the county and he has the credit of 
building the first frame barn built in the county, n-hich was built in 1857. H e  
n-as one o i  the thrifty farmers and soon had quite a tract of cleared land. H e  
claims to ha\-e sold hay as high as eighty dollars a ton. corn for one dollar 
and fifty cents per bushel, and wheat as high as tv-o dollars and fifty cents per 
bushel. 

John Q. A. Johnson \\-as another of the early settlers, having bought and 
settled in the to\\-nship of Coe in June, 1855 ; he claims to hare been the seventh 
person to  hare settled in Coe. H e  was afterward a justice of the peace, sheriff 
and lastly judge of probate. 

Rev. Charles Taylor k a s  an early settler in Chippexva. H e  bought tn-o 
hundred and forty acres of land in February, 185 j ,  and built a log house upon 
it for a home. I t  was located on section g of that ton-nship. 

Ransom Kyes \\-as another of the early ones. H e  purchased t ~ o  hun- 
dred acres in 1835 and settled upon it, cleared a portion and when the war of 
the Rebellion was the hottest he enlisted and went into the army. He was 
afterward elected, sheriff of the county. 

George Atkin was another of the eariy ones. i i e  'bought under the grad- 
uation act one hundred and twenty-five acres 011 section 6. in Coe  owns ship, 
and made himself and family a home, where.he resided until his death. 

And so they came from time to  time until the homestead law took effect 
in 1862, when the tide of emigration was increased and the south portion of 
the county was soon taken by the homestead settler. 

The population of whites had increased from about seven hundred in 
1860 to four thousand one hundred and fifteen in 1870. 

In the building of the Catholic church at  Mt. Pleasant they had some 
very devout and untiring men in their society and they delved in sunshine and 
in storm until they saw the last shingle on the roof ancl the interior finished and 
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furnished ready for its dedication. There was one man in that endeavor who 
is entitled to more than a passing notice and that is John Fox. H e  was un- 
tiring in his efforts to establish a church for himself and his friends and so 
richly was he imbued 1%-ith the spirit and so attached to the cause that he re- 
quested that, no matter where he was when his time came to surrender to the 
Great Leveler of all man's ambitions, he desired that his remains be brought to  
Nt. Pleasant and be interred in the sainted grounds of his church and people. 
And when the message finally overtook him his kin. knowing of his desires, 
brought his remains from a distant state and in all thiugs met the wishes and 
desires of his father. For this act of filial affection and regard for his 
father's wishes, he is entitled to much credit. 

]Vise toll-nship used to have almost any kind of a surprise in store for 
the people and occasionally a queer incident. At  one time a couple came from 
a neighboring county, desiring to become married, and went to  Squire Robin- 
son to have the ceremony performed. and for pith and briefness we think this 
one is an example. being as follows : The Squire-"Join hands; joined; will 
you have him? IVill you have her? and how much am I to have? -&men." 

REXIXISCENCES BY IRVING E. ARNOLD. 

One of rhe old settlers at 31t. Pleasant and 1-icinitp at  and before there 
n-as any Mt. Pleasant, and 11-110 is still 1i~-ing in the IVest. has this to say in 
regard to the early settlement of this section. His name is Irving E. Arnold 
and some of the older of the few settlers nou- remaining that were here in 
the fifties \\-ill readily recall him as one of the prominent men of that time. 
He says he came here in 1Sj7, at  the time of the great panic. and remained 
here for a number of years. He confirms the statement that there never \\-as 
any sort of a court house built upon the grounds seiected for that purpose at 
the center of the county. but that George WW. Jefferies built a lag house of 
sr:Ecier.t size. say tn-entp hp sixteen feet. possibly sixteen by twenty-four feet 
and one story high. This building n-as occupied by Jefferies and wife and 
11-as also used for a court house, a hotel. store. county clerk's office. Nelson 
Mosher had a small stock of goods there and was running under the name of 
Kelson Mosher 8r Company. This was the only building a t  the time at  the 
center. ~vhile it remained the county seat, save a barn. The office of register 
of deeds n-as also kept in this building. 

Mr. Arnold was the Srst county clerk of the county and he used to go to 
the Center once a \veek and do whatever recording and any other business that 
had accumulated in the interim. H e  remarks that Mrs. Jefferies was not 
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used to primitive life and that a t  one time John M. Hursh was at the Center 
and inadvertently spit upon rhe floor and straightway Mrs. Jefferies proceeded 
to get the mop and water and clean up the muss, and it is safe to  say that 
Uncle John did not forget the hint. H e  confirms the fact that some of the 
Indians began to settle in Isabella in 18j6, that the Indian Mills were built in 
1857 and that up to that time there was no Indian settlement of any kind. 
H e  first located on the ~ortheast  quarter of the north\vest quarter of 
section 15, township 14 north. range 4 n-est. That as soon as the county was 
organized the agitation commenced in regard to  the removal of the county 
seat from the Center. David Ward owned tv-o hundred acres of land at 14t. 
Pleasant and offered to build a court house and donate five acres of ground. 
At that time A. M. Fitch, a brother-in-law of F. C. Babbitt. was Indian agent 
and had acquired eighty acres of swamp land adjoining the Indian Mills, 
so that Mr. Fitch joined forces with Jefferies to fight the removal of the county 
seat, on the grounds that later he could remove it to the Indian Mills, and Mr. 
Babbitt, as agent ior Fitch. worked among the Indians for several days be- 
fore the election. The Indians at that time cast at  least two-thirds of the 
votes in the county. Jefferies had some parties working in Coe and a few in 
Chippe~va, or, more proper1~- speaking. bIr. Mosher had some friends in the 
two townships and he \\-as 1-ery highly respected by all. At that time A. M. 
Merrill had a board shanty at  the river crossing near the mill and Sam Smjth 
lived near by and Joseph Miser. then sheriff, and his family and William H. 
Xdson occupied the hotel and these were the only other families there. Smith 
had charge o i  the rnili and Babbitt \\-as agent for Fitch. at least for t1j.o 
Indian payments, so that he had quite an acquaintance with the Indians. Mr. 
Ward took no active interest in the election for removal. leaving it entirely 
to me. Cushway \\-as Indian blacksmith. knew every Indian and spoke their 
language fluently and as employee of Fitch worked against removal and for 
jetieries and Smith ior the same reason. A. M. Xerrill, whu was to\\-nship 
clerk. was also against 1-enloval, so it 11-iii be seen that the coiiioinarion against 
removal was quite formidable. The year previous I had built four school 
houses for the government on different parts o i  the reservation, which gave 
me quite a general acquaintance with the Indians. Jim Eastman lvas a mer- 
chant at Midland City, and had been for a long time. and knew every Indian 
on the reservation and could speak their language and was very generally 
liked by the Indians. The third day before election I saddled my horse and 
about four o'clock in the afternoon started for Midland City. arrived there 
about ten o'clock P. If., saw Eastman. and next morning we were on the 
road to Isabella. He stayed until the afternoon of the election, when he re- 
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turned to his home. His work was very effective and I paid him an even one 
hundred for his work : Ward paid no part of it. I t  did not all come out of my 
pocket, but most of it did. The polls were held at  the office of the ton-nship 
clerk and .q. 31. Merrill was the clerk ancl consequently clerk of the election. 
-After the polls closed, the board of election decided to postpone the count until 
the next day. I was satisfied the plan was to stuff the ballot box. John M. 
Hursh, George Ferris, Jim VIeit and 1 decided that we would \\-atch the box 
until the ballots were counted. The Jefferies became furious and finally 
ordered us away from the premises. Revolvers were displayed by both sides. 
Well. u-e saw those votes counted, with the result of one majority against re- 
moval. Coe and Chippewa carried it for removal by a substantial majority. 

Mr. JVard surveyed and platted the town site and called it by its present 
name. Subsequently I resurl-eyed ancl platted the grounds and T.Vartl at once 
built the old court house : I put up the building. furnishing everything for the 
munificent sum of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Miscellaneous: The first dwelling house built in Mt. Pleasant \?-as by 
Dr. E. Burt. afterward bought by lYilliam Preston. First child born was 
D. F. -Arnold. First postn~aster, or. rather. postmistress, was Xarriett Hursh. 
Mail once a week. First frame building. the old court house. 

-I. E. ARNOLD. 
EARLY SCHOOLS. 

In the spring of 1864. through the inflnence of George W. Lee. who after- 
wards became Indian agent, -%mas F. Albright came to Isabella from Livings- 
ton county. as superintendent of Indian mills at  Isabella City. After some 
correspondence \T-ith the Indian agent, D. C. Leach, Mr. --llbright's daughter 
came to the Indian reservation to teach one of the schools. There mere, or  
had been. I am told, s i s  in number. One \\.as west of the government school 
section. and was called the Bradley Mission School. There had been across 
the road. on what is no\\- the government school section. a Methodist lndian 
church and cemetery. -I t  the time of which I write the church had been 
burned. 

-1 second school, five miles north of this. \\-as closed at  the time, as was 
the third, at Shinl-ne-con. now Nottan-a. These two were later burned. A 
fourth. at Kippising. Tvas in a flourishing condition. as $\-as the Mission school. 
-Across the road \\-as a very good Indian church. Xethodist, and around it 
lvere some, for the times,,very intelligent and prosperous farmers. William 
Smith. Doctor Chatfield and John Collins were some of the leaders. 

TWO miles north of this, at one time, there was, I am told; a school, held 
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in a log building and in charge of the Lutheran mission. Mr. Meissler, a 
German missionary, taught there and wrote a dictionary in the Indian lan- 
guage. I t  is my impression that this school was discontinued at  the log school 
house and held in the school house two and one-half miles south of Nippising 
or about half way between it and Isabella City. This was the school Miss 
Albright had in charge in 1864 and 1865. There was only one north of her 
and that was Nippising. 

-4 small band of Lutheran Indians held services in this school house, 
once a month, and were in charge of Ma-cha-ba, a very eloquent Indian 
speaker. There were among the school books one of Indian and English 
words. Phillip Gruett attended this school very little : he had spent one year 
at Fort Wayne, at a Lutheran Mission school, Mr. Meissler having sent him 
there. 

For these reasons I think it probable that there never \\-ere but fire 
schools. In  1864 there mere but three open, I think, "The Mission," "The 
Nippising." and the one Miss Albright taught. This Ivas considered the 
largest and most turbulent. though it is only fair to  say that there were only 
two pupils who ever made any trouble and they attended hut a very small 
part of the time. 

The five frame school buildings \\-ere built on government contracts. by 
Irvin E. Xrcold. and conrained one schooi room and three or  four li\-ing 
rooms for the teacher. The house and cookstove was furnished the teacher 
in addition to the salary. 

In 1864 the Mission school was taught by Maria Hines, of Lansing. 
She resigned her position in 186j. The school was later taught by Miss 
Nellie Weldon and by Miss hddie Wilder. 

The Nippising school. in 1864. was taught by Miss Law, u-110 resigned 
the following summer. 

T I L L : - ~ -  L,ll l l  LL-L Ll,dL hfiSS Susan '1, Fay, T- -en- c - 3 - - 0  -hall- -S r, t a - rhar  
1 r 1 ~ * . L " L , .  L a A L l L  t~ IsUVLIIU U " LCLLCI ICL 

to Pile Indians. though allich school. the Sippising or the X i ~ ~ i o i l ,  I do no; 
know. but think it was the Mission. In  1864 she mas married to I. E. -$mold, 
and lived at  Isabella City. She. however. afterwards taught in both of these 
schools. 

Miss Albright succeeded a Mr. Brooks and took charge of the school 
the first week in September, 1864. After she left the school it was. I think, 
closed for a time. 

Some years later it was taught for a time by a half breed, or his white 
wife. by the name of John R. Robinson. he acting as Methodist missionary at 
the same time. 
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I t  would seem that even at  that time the tribe on this reservation 
was %rowing less in numbers. as witness the two closed schools; a treaty 
looking to  the stopping of 'he annual payments and giring the Indians deeds 
to their lauds. or so many of them as were competent. was then being discussed. 

Miss -4lbright was present at one of the council meetings, when Mr. 
Leach, the agent. and a committee of three gentlemen from Washington, of 
\\-horn Doctor -%mold was one, were laying the matter before the Indians, 
Charles Rodd, a half breed. act~ng as government interpreter. 

In 186j. I think. Mr. Leach resigned as agent, Mr. Smith, his secretary, 
taking his place. In 1866 he told Miss Albright that the schools were to be 
cIosec1. -kt ing upon this statement, she engaged to teach a six months term 
of the IVhite school at  Isabella City. 

His plans nere el-idently r,ot carried out as promptly as he expected. as 
the schools were carried on for a number of years after. more o r  less regularly. 

The school building In which Miss Albright taught has been remodeled 
and is now a comfortable farm house, owned by Joseph Ray. The one at 
Nippising was burned. The old church is still standing as a barn on the farm 
of Mrs. Thomas Carroll and I am told that the Mission school is now used 
as a stable by Mr. Barnard. 

MRS. CAPTAIB MOSHER 

E.\RLT EDUCATIONAL FACTS. 

I t  is n-orth 11-hile to note some peculiarities of the old school system and 
some of the parties that participated in then]. Away back in the sixties there 
was a superintendent of schools. -Albert Fox was superintendent as early as 
1866. John B. Young in 1869 and C. 0. Curtis in 1871. The office was 
abolished in 18 j j ,  and aiter that each town was a law unto itself as to schools. 

Then came the county school board, consisting of three members, one 
o f  u-hich was elected and served as school examiner. Fred Russell being the 
first and T.  Knox Jeffords nest. S. J. Jamison was. in X u p s t ,  1890. elected 
secretary of the board of county examiners, this being the title under which the 
executive officer administered supervision of the rural schools. Mr. Jamison 
was the last of the examiners to act under this title, for during the year of 
his incumbency of the office the Legislature changed the title to commissioner, 
and Mr. Jamison was elected to the same office under the  new title. hence 
was the first commissioner of schools for Isabella county. 

For  many years the educators and teachers of the state had advocated 
that the rural schools be classified and graded and enough had been said to 
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arouse the opposition of the farmers, x h o  thought such a classification meant 
added expense. One of the first duties of the new secretary and commis- 
sioner was this innovation and, while he met with determined opposition be- 
fore the end of the first year, every child in the rural schools had been classi- 
fied, a complete record of the classification of every school made. and Isabella 
countv could boast of the first classified and graded rural schools in the state. 

Mr. jamison held the position until 1893. when Mr. Bellinger was elected 
and held it until 1897 when he was folloxed by Orin Eurdick and he by H. 
A. Graham in 1901, he holding the position until 1907. when E. T. Cameron, 
was appointed and still holds the ofice, having been elected in the spring of 
1917. 



CHAPTER \TI. 

E.\RLY TR.4NSPORTATION, TA\-ERSS. ROADS. FIRST MILLS. 

These are interesting topics and of much importance. especially to the 
early comer. Isabella county being originally a heavy timbered country. and 
of a comparatively level surface, together IT-ith the fact that the timher was 
so dense that the sun did not penetrate to the ground on much of its surface. 
and being to some extent of a level and marshy character. the reader  ill 
appreciate the fact that making roads was a matter fraught wit11 much diffi- 
culty to  the early inhabitant. 

The  very first road, or, more properly speaking. trail, \vas cut from the 
sonth line of the county north ro Sait river. to the center of section 9, now in 
the township of Coe, in Xovember. 18jq. by 11;illiam E. Bowen. \Tilliam 
.\dams. James Shepherd (father of Isaac S. Shepherd). J. E. Tl-alton. George 
~ n c !  Do\\- Greenfield. TVilliam B. B o ~ ~ e n - d r i v i n g  the first horse team and 
wagon over the line to Salt river. I17illiam B. Con-en was the father of the 
late Eugene Bowen of Mt. Pleasant and William --\dams was the father of 
Oliver H. Adams and Ed -4dams. both of Shepherd. The next day after 
Bowen and company came, Jacob Middaugh. it-. IT-. Middaugh and John 
Hendershot came over the same trail n-ith an ox team and cut a road on to  
section I in the same township. On the 7th of Sovember, 18jl. Joseph Rob- 
erts. Sr., wife and iamiiy, Patrick Fanning and family and Thomas Roberts 
moved upon the northeast quarter of section KO, in said township, they 
1:eing the first families to move into the county. On Sovember 21. 1854, 
Daniel Brickley and Joseph Stewart came n-ith their families to Salt river and 

. 

then cut their way west to the west side'of Coe and there located. In Decem- 
ber of the same year George Hursh and Lewis Jenner cut a trail from Brick- - 

ley's in a northuest direction to section 22. township 14 north. range 4 west. 
and on February 23. 18jj, John M. Hursh came with his family and settled 
upon the \\.est one-half of the northeast quarter of said section, this k i n g  
the same piece of land that,the Normal school is now located upon. I n  18j6 
John Fraser had the pleasure of cutting a road some forty miles or more 
that he might bring his family and goods into the county: he came by the way 
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of Saginaw and Midland through to section 31, in Chippewa. About the 
same time A. M. Merrill. who had purchased section 32, township 14 north, 
range 4 westj came up the Chippewa river by the way of Midland, navigating 
the stream with a scow to a point some nine miles below Mt. Pleasant and 
from there cutting his way through the woods to  his land. The  theory of 
making this kind of a road was to keep as much as possible on the high, dry 
ground and cut and remol-e just as little of the timber and underbrush as one 
could and still pass 01-er the ground with a team and wagon. As soon as luin- 
bering became profitable: the lumbermen opened up what they called "tote" 
roads, which were 1-oads of the same general character, just sufficient for them 
to  "tote" in their supplies. One such was built in the west part of the country 
known in an early day as the Merrill tote road, named in honor of Charles 
Merrill, of Detroit, one of the successful lumbermen of Michigan. This road 
extended from the south line of the county north, keeping on the west side 
of the Chippewa river until they got above Two Rivers, there crossing the 
Chippewa and continuing to Merrill's camp. a few miles up the r i v e r  from 
there it was afterward extended up the river to Sherman City and thence on 
up the said river to  the forks in Mecosta county. One was also opened up 
from Isabella City to Midland and Saginau-. keeping at  all times on the north 
side of the river. This was used for a good many years by our people, gen- 
erally, as the only thoroughfare to  Saginaw in fact. until 1 8 7 0 ,  when the 
Flint & Pere Marquette I-ailroad was opened for traffic. 

After a few years of this kind of roads, the farmers who had located 
and commenced to improve their iands, converting them into farms, began 
to have something to sell and take to market, and something was done toward 
laying out and constructing public highn-ays. I t  was a tedious and costly pro- 
cess, for the cutting out of a mile of road meant the chopping doun and clear- 
ing away the timber and underhn~sh of eight acres of land. 

And when that was done you had oniy made a good start toward a road; 
it was then to be graded and drained. Most o i  the eariy draining bvas dolie 
by cutting what u-e called cross-way timber and either split that into rails or  
put them into the crossway whole. being careful to mismatch t!ie logs as to 
size so that those who used the road 11-odd surely know that he was passing 
over a made roadway. l y e  have seen miles of such corduroy road, some of 
it built by laying stringers made of large logs along the roadway and then 
placing the shorter logs on top of the stringer cross\\-ise so that the top of the 
r ~ a d  would be from two to three feet above the ground. 

About 186j-6 the state took hold of the matter a=:! authorized some of the 
swamp land of the state to be used for the laying out and construction of 
state roads in the several counties. 
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One was built from St. John's, in Clinton county, to Ithaca, in Gratiot 
county, and then extended to Alma and from there to Mt. Pleasant; later it 
was continued to Isabella City and from there turned rest .  going through to 
the west line of Isabella and then continued in a northwesterly course to Rig 
Rapids in Mecosta county. Another xvas started at Ionia. run in a northerly 
direction to the south~vest corner of Isabella county. running north to Mil- 
brook and thence in a northea.sterly direction through the to\\-nships of Broom- 
field and Sherman, cutting across the southeast cornel- of Coldn-ater into Gil- 
more. and thence in a northeast direction to  Far\\-ell. in Clare county, and then 
on to Houghton Lake. in Roscoinmon county. There was also one running 
from Isabella City north to Clare, in Clare county. and one from Mt. Pleasant 
east to Midland City. 

These state roads were of a good deal of senice to the people. as they 
\\-ere main thoroughfares through the count!- and were on the lines of great- 
est travel. 

.-\fter a few years of the state swamp land road regime. things lagged on 
account of the decrease of the swamp land available for such purposes. The 
highway business fell back to the old principle of high~vaj- commissioner and 
pathmaster. which had been the highest conception of how to make a road. 
and \\-e went on improving some all of the time. occasionally going back some 
and c!len making another spurt to catch up \\-hat we had lost. -411 this time 
a few of the far-seeing men and farmers were agitating the matter of good 
roads, all the while claiming that it ~vould be a great saving even to the 
farmer who was bitterly opposed to any such burden for improvement of the 
public highway. At last the Legislature \\-as persuaded that something should 
be done. Others were doing something along that line and why not Michigan? 
So the Legislature of 1905 passed an act. which was approved June I. 1903, 
and appropriated the sum of thirty thousand dollars. for that year and sixty 
thousand dollars for the next year, to aid those who should build such roads 
3 s  \\--ere ~rescrihed in said act: and also provided for the appointment of a 
state highway commissioner, defining his duties and compensation. Some 
of the, counties very soon took advantage of the appropriations and commenced 
to build roads under the new system, receiving from the state the amount pre- 
scribed in the act as an aid in the building of the roads. Several efforts were 
made in this county to enlist the farnlers to take hold of the matter, but of 
little avail. I t  soon dawned, however, on the conservative minds of the farmer 
that 11-e were paying money all the time to assist those in other counties to 
have good roads and \ve \\-ere stil! wading through the mud with a very light 
load and making very slow time. Then they began to think. "\Yell. if I hsre 
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got to pay for good roads. wouldn't it be a pretty sensible thing for me to pay a 
little more and I get the benefit instead of the other fellow?" When the real 
situation dawned upon him he saw- the point and seized the "critter" by the 
horns and, pulling himself together, he slung the animal out of the way and 
asserted his manhood, and he is now on the right side of the fence and is 
serving his own interests rather than that of the other fellow. The kind of 
road prescribed is as follow-s, viz : The roadbed to be well graded with good 
and sufficient ditches to  carry off the surface water, and the roadbed to be 
not less than eighteen feet between the ditches. and to have a wagon way or 
travel track not less than nine feet wide, made in two courses: the botton~ 
course to  be of approved mixture of clay and sand not less than five inches 
thick after being rolled, and covered with a layer of gravel which shall be 
not less than five inches thick aiter rolling. Both shoulders and metaled track 
shall be properly crowned so as to shed water quickly to the sides of the 
ditches. Such a road. when accepted by the state highway commissioner. 
shall merit from the state a reward of two hundred and fifty dollars. The 
steepest incline to be  not over six per cent. For a road with the same require- 
ments. except that it must have not less than eight inches of compacted gravel 
put on in two courses and rolled separately. is entitled to a ren-ard from the 
state of five hundred dollars. A road built on the same condition, except it 
is to have at least four inches of crushed stone in the Eottcm, after being rol!ed. 
and not less than three inches of gravel after rolling, will merit a reward of 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. for each mile, and one made on the same basis, 
the bottom layer to be of gravel not less than four inches thick, after heing 
thoroughly rolled, and a top of crushed stone not less than three inches thick. 
after being thoroughly rolled and properly bonded. with sufficient stone screen- 
ings. mill merit seven hundred and fifty dollars per mile. -And for each mile 
of road made under the same conditions. except that the road way is to be 
2t !ezst six ixhes of m3cadam put on in two layers of three inches each. after 
L : - ~  #dLALL,  KC!! ro!!ec!, f ~ r  ~ k i c h  wher. xcepte?. thev are er?tit!ed tn recei\-e mic 

thousand dollars for each mile. 
I t  is a fact that up to  the time of the passage of-this act, there had been 

built in the county about ten or twelve miles of gravel road. During the year 
1939 there were contracted and mostly built under the new law about sixteen 
miies as follo\vs: In the to\vnship of Coe, commencing one and one-half miles 
north of the southeast corner of the county and running north one and one- 
half miles, and in the same to\vnship, commencing on the county line direcgly 
east of Shepherd and running west two and three-fourths miles. then west 
between sections j and 18. Coe tom-nship, one mile ; south between sectioils I 7 
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and 18, one mile; on the south county line and south of sections 33 and 34, 
two miles; in Lincoln township between sections 12 and 13, one mile, and be- 
tween sections 2 and 3, one mile. This year. 1910. there have been located 
and lei about seventeen miles, as follows, as near as may be: In Coe township, 
one-half mile between sections 24 and 19; also one-half mile between sections 
25 and 31 ; one mile between sections 18 and 19: one and one-fourth miles be- 
tween sections 7 and 8, and one-fourth mile between iections 7 and 18, and 
one-half mile north of county line and run north one-half mile between Coe 
and Lincoln townships; and one mile in Lincoln between sections 2; and 30 
and also between sections 24 and 19; in the township of Union, one-half mile 
between sections 9 and 16, also one-half mile on East Broadway in section 
14; three-fourths of a mile between section 22 and 23 ; one-half mile in section 
2-7; in Isahella township. one mile between sections -. and 3, and one mile 
between sections 14 and I j : in Vernon township, one mile between sections 3 
and 10;  one mile between sections 22 and 23, and one mile between sections 
I j and 22: in Sherman tovinship. one mile on the east and west quarter 
line of section 13, and one mile on the north and south quarter line of 
section 24. I t  will be seen from this that the people are really awake at last 
to their material interests. And we also give these facts that a comparison 
may be made in the future as to the growth and development of the principle 
of good roads. 

EARLY TAVERNS. 

The very first one was at the Indian mills. built about 1Sj7 by William 
H. Nelson, who was afterward judge of probate. That hotel reinained there 
and was kept hy Judge Nelson as long as he lived. The next one was built 
at  Mt Pleasant by the Mortons. who were the proprietors of the village plat. 
This one was built in the summer and fall of 1863, and \\-as !ocated xvhere the 
Donovan House no\\- stands. 

About 186 j or '66 Eiijah Noore buiit one a1 Salt Ricer, no;.; kr,cv,-n as 
Shepherd. I t  was located on the very noreilri-esi corner ui section i6 of Coc 
township and a part of it is now standing. This hotel did a good business 
in the early clays and up to the time that the Ann Arbor railroad was built 
and the village of Shepherd started. when the business gradually drifted to- 
ward the depot and finally left old Salt River. 

In the year 1878 there was a hotel built at Dushville by Turnhull Q 
Osborne. This village hacl then been settled only a short time. .About the 
same time the village of Blanchard hacl been started and had then the pros- 
pect of a svdtlen and healthy growth. it being in a wonderfully rich pine dis- 
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trict. They were not mistaken as to the pine and a party from Howard City 
purchased lots and built a very -large and commodious hotel. I t  proved too 
large for the place and \\-as not a paying investment. I t  being a lumbering 
town, where there are more or  less chances for fire, they kept it well insured 
and it is well they did as it tvas not a long time before it took fire and was 
totally destroyed. Soon after this was destroyed the Londaville Hotel was 
built and that. too. met the same fate and then the Penobscot was built and 
lasted for a time and that also went up in smoke. 

In  1873 the village of Sherman City was started and soon thereafter a 
second plat was lair! out by Johnson and Ellis and very soon aftern-ards a 
hotel was built. I t  was at a time when the lumbering operations were begin- 
ning to be at the best and it was well patronized as  long as the lumbering 
iasted and after that it continued, but not so prosperous. 

In  1871 the Pere Marquette railroad was byilt through to Clare from 
Saginaw and the village of Clare was started. - 4 h u t  the same time a state 
road was built from Nt. Pleasant to Clare: that being only fifteen miles dis- 
tant, it was the nearest railroad station. -% stage route was established and 
very soon after 1873 James L.  Bush built and conducted the Half '\l:ay House 
at  what is now Rosebush. This hotel served a very ,good purpose and con- 
tinued for a number of years. 

.\bout 1878 0sc.a:- T.  Brinton located at whzt is non- kno~z-n as the 
village of Brinton, and laid out a village and built a number of coal kilns. 
As soon as the village was started, a hotel became necessary and one was b ~ ~ i l t  
and has been continued to the present time, although the coal business has 
long since ceased. 

In 1882 James C. Caldn-ell. then a resident of Fremont, removed to Deer- 
field and in May of that year opened up the hotel at Caldwell. sometimes called 
Two Rivers, and a hotel has existed there eyer since. 

In 1885 the Ann Arbor railroad was built to Shepherd and a village plat 
was !aid off to be known as Shepherd. Very soon thereafter a hotel tvas huilt 
a t  that place and has since continued, and in fact a second one has been built 
there. This is a village not !ikely to go into disuse as it is in the oldest settled 
portion of the county. 

The hotel at  Weidman is of a later date. as the village did not take on 
full dress until 1895. but as soon as it did a hotel mas built and has been main- 
tained to the present time. The lumbering interest. which was the foundation 
of the town, has disappeared. but agriculture has taken its place and the village 
is retaining that business and has made a very satisfactory growth. 
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MILLS. 

Mills are a very necessary class of improvements in a new country. and 
especially in a heavily timbered country such as this was before the improve- 
ments commenced. I t  is true that the settler can avail himself of the timber 
to make himself a log cabin as well as log stables and barns, but they are not 
satisfactory as  a general thing. The thrifty farmer desires something neater 
and cleaner, and where there is plenty of good timber and mills to sax  the 
logs into boards and timber for frames and roofing, as well as shingles for the 
covering of the roof, it gives much greater satisfaction to all concerned. 

The first mill built in the county was erected by John Reynolds in the 
year 1856 and was located or, the Salt river about two miles below Shepherd. , 
I t  was said to be the first frame building erected in the county. I t  did busi- 
ness for several years and then was sold and removed to  old Salt River village. 
Afterward it burned and there is nothing left but the memory of what it was 
in its palmy days. 

The next mill to be built was erected in the year 1857 and was built by 
the United States government for the Indians of the Chippewas of Saginam-, 
S ~ y a n  creek and Black river, under and by virtue of the treaty of IS;;. This 
mill was both saw and grist-mill. The buhrs xere  brought from Saginaw up 
the Tittahan-assee and Chippewa rivers, lashed on two canoes decked over. 
In  fact a11 of the machinery was brought up the rivers in the same way. The 
dam to create the power was built across the Chippewa river on section 10, 

ton-nship 13 north, range 1 west. It was considered a good mill power. 
The mill continued to do business for the Indian, also for whites who desired 
to patronize it. I t  had a capacity of about four thousand feet of sawed lum- 
ber and twenty bushels of wheat or corn. The capacity was sufficient for the 
purpose for which it was built, as the Indians did not become farmers to an 
alarming extent. Mr. Penmont was the contractor and completed the mill in 
time. but did not get it accepted until the next spring. A. M. Fitch was then 
Indian agent and lived in Cleveland, Ohio, and it was not convenient for him 
to come up and inspect the work until the spring of 1 8 j S .  This mill also 
burned in the year 1870 and no attempt was made to  rebuild. The dam also 
\vent out. so that there is now no mill on the dam site nor dam on the mill 
site. 

The next mill built was one at  Salt River. built by George W. Miller. 
For this mill the power mas derived by damming the Salt river, thus creating 
a pond of water, which dam was just south of the highway and east of the 
four corners at old Salt River village. This mill mas afterward sold to 

($1 
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Stahlman & Young, x h o  operated it for some time, \\-hen it changed hands 
several times and finally met the fate of the others and went up in smoke. 
The 'dam also departed this life and is now numbered among the things that 
were, but are no more. 

In 1866 a sax\- mill \\.as built 11y the Hapner Brothers at Mt. Pleasant. the 
pol\-er being obtained by damming the Chippewa rix-er at that place. and after- 
n-ard. in 1872. the Harris Brothers built a grist mill on the power. The saw 
mill continued for several years and then the power ox\-necl and controlled 
by the oxvner of the sa\v-mill. George TV. Brower, was sold to the owners of 
the flo~iring mill and the saw mill dismantled and removed from its location 
and a steam saTv imill was huilt upon the grounds of the one now oo\vnecl by the 
Gorham Brothers Company. That was built by 0x1-ens & Clinton and after- 
\\-arc1 it changed hands several times and about 1881 it \\-as sold to  -4. B. Upton 
and soon went into the firm of Leaton & Upton, n-ho con\-erted it into a mill 
haring a capacity of forty thousand feet per day. They continued to operate , 

it until about 1889. when they turned it orer  to some of their creditors. who 
formed che Mt. Pleasant Lumber & Manufacturing Company who operated 
it until the panic of 189j. when that also \vent to the \\-all and the property 
was sold and dismantled. 

Some time after this the Gorham Brothers Company purchased the mill 
site and grounds. including booming and floatage in the mill pond. and erected 
the sawmill now being operated by their company. This is no\\- the only saw 
mill of any consideralzle importance in the county. There are perhaps three 
or  four small portable mills. but none of large capacity. The county used to 
he a regular beehi\-e of sax\- and shingle mills: now the timber is substantially 
exhausted and there is no call for such mills. Even the Gorham Brothers 
ship in by rail about all of the logs they cut. and the day of salv and shingle 
mills has passed arid gone. 

There have been some important saw and shingie miiis in the counry 
other than the one at  Mt. Pleasant. vjz.: In the spring o i  1871 George I\-. 
TLTise erected a sari- mill at \\-hat is no\\- the village of Loomis and commenced 
the n~anufacture of lumber, and also added to that a shingle mill and com- 
menced the manufacture of shingles. running the saw mill clay times and the 
shingle mill nights. There were then great quantities of pine and cedar tim- 
ber in the I-icinit?; of the mill. This mill burned in 1 8 7 j .  but \\-as rebuilt and 
remained until the timber was exhausted and then it \\-as dismantled and re- 
moved. 

-\bout 1875 a mill mas built at  Blanchard for the purpose of cutting out 
the timber in that vicinity. which \\.as one of the most heavily timbered por- 
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tions of the county. Some of the most thickly timbered land we ever saw.was 
found in Rolland township. One section alone cut over t\\-enty-two million 
feet of pine timber; that section could have been bought at one time for two 
dollars and fifty cents per acre. and were the timber stancling upon the land at  
the present time and in as good condition as it \\-as at  that time it would bring 
the neat sum of not less than t\vo hundred and fifty thousand dollars, some 
say three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The mills remained in Blanchard until the lumbering \\-as exhaustecl. and 
then n-ent out. .At Buncly. on the Chippen-a river. another large mill was 
built for the purpose of cutting a large tract of timber in Broomfield township, 
and what might be brought down the river from above. This lasted but a 
few years, unti! the tract was cut and removed, \\.hen the mill was removed 
also and the to\\-11 or  \-illage of Bundy clisappearetl from the face of the map 
and Bundy is no more. 

There was another of our principal sa\\- mills. also a shingle mill. built 
in the northern part of the township of Vernon soon after the Flint & Pere 
Marquette railroad \\-as built. I t  remained for several years until the timber 
supply \\-as exhaustecl and then this mill \\-as also dismantletl and removed 
from the county. The last named mill \\-as o\\-ned and operated Ily the IVil- 
son Brothers. So. one after another. the saw and shingle mills canle and 
n-ent as long 2s tixber coultl !,e f o ~ ~ n r !  ~11Ecient t n  operate them. One of the 
very last of the principal saw and shingle ~ d l s  n-as that of John S. 11-eidman, 
x h o  came into the county about the year 1893 and purchased a tract of timber, 
largely hard woocl, at and near xvhat is no\\- the village of 1I'eiclman : he oper- 
ated there until about a year ago, \\-hen he. too, ha\-ing exhausted the timber 
supply. disn~antled his mill and closed out his lumber interests at that place. 
This was one of the most prosperous lumber enterprises in the county. The 
san- mill capacity n-as forty thousand feet per clay of mixecl timber. the shingie 
mill had a capacity oi  fifty thousand daily. and a planer. \\-it11 a capacity of 
t!?;rt!- t!?nv.pand feet. He cut in all ahout one hundred and forty inillion feet 
of lumber. and one hundred million of shingles. 

These lumber and shingle mills were of the first importance. as it \\-as 
necessary that the settler should have lumber to make himself and famil? a 
home and shelter. as well as barns and stables for his grain and stock. .After 
the home. came the necessity for grist mills to grind the flour and feed for man 
and beast. 

The Reynolds mill was both a sax\- and grist mill and suppliecl the neces- 
sity of such a mill in a very early date in the count>-. So also was the Indian 
mill and so \\-as the Miller mill at  old Salt River, \\-hich was purchased by 
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Stahlman & Young in 1866 and for some years operated by them, but has now 
disappeared. The one built at  Mt. Pleasant by the Harris Brothers is still 
standing and doing a good business. They have added to  the mill a large 
grain elevator with a storage capacity of about fifty thousand bushels. I t  has 
a grinding capacity of one hundred and fifty barrels every twenty-four hours. 
I t  is now operated by the Harris Milling Company, Limited. This is an extra 
good piece of property and the parties are doing a very prosperous business. 

There was another of the early mills of the county erected about 1869 by 
Henry Wooden on the Chippewa river in the township of Sherman. This 
mas a saw and grist mill, of moderate capacity, but served the community well 
for a good many years. The mill is still standing, but it has not been used 
very much for several years. This mill was run by water power created by 
damming the Chippewa at that place; it was a good power which served a 
purpose, propelling the mill and flooding millions of feet of logs down the 
the Chippewa river each spring for all the years that logs were floated through 
the river to the Saginaw mills. 

In the early seventies LVilliam Beckley, another early settler in the town- 
ship of Rolland, dammed the Pine river and built a combined saw and grist 
mill. i t .  like all of the other mills of the early settlement of the county, served 
the people of the vicinity, and was of supreme importance in the early develop- 
ment of the country. The mill is still doing. business. 

There is also &grist mill just west of Sherman City, on-ned by Mr. Smith. 
x~hich is in good running order and doing a fair business, sufficient to supply 
the wants of the community. The power is created by a dam across the 
Chippewa river. a fairly good stream at  that place, it being a short distance 
below the junction of the north and south branches of the Chippewa river. 
Another and more pretentious mill is to be found at the village of \JTeidman, 
built on the upper portion of the Coldwater river, the power being derived by 
am--:- ~~,,,,,,,,,g the river. This inZ has c~zzected 11-i-ith it ar, &-;ator of &out 
thirty thousand bushels capacity. The ioillpany owiiing the property is the 
Holweg Milling Company, capital stock. fifteen thousand dollars. They not 
only grind all kinds of grain, but are large dealers in beans, hay, grain. pota- 
toes and all other kinds of produce. They hare a good o ~ ~ t l e t  to outside 
markets over a b,ranch of the Pere Marquette railroad. Said branch runs 
from Weidman south and west to  Remus and there intersects with the main 
line, which extends south to Ionia and on south and east to Detroit. 

Another of the staple mills is the C. C. Field Shepherd Roller Mill. b d t  
soon after the railroad was completed to Shepherd. This, as its name indi- 
cates. is a roller mill with one set of buhrs used in grinding buckwheat, corn 
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and feed. This mill gets its power from a steam engine and boiler and is 
conveniently located on the track of the Ann Arbor railroad. Their storage 
capacity is about six thousand bushels. This mill has a good reputation and is 
doing a flourishing business. The other mills along the line of converting 
timber into some useful article were the stave and heading mills, also hub 
mill, basket factory and veneering factory. 

In the early eighties one Prentis built a stave mill for cutting staves. 
principally from water elm, which at that time was very plentiful in the county 
and had no commercial value except for staves. His mill was built upon the 
northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section IS, township 14 north, 
range 4 west. This mill run for some years and finally went out of business 
for want of timber. There was also a heading mill in the north part of the 
city conducted by Hornung 87 Son, that run for some years and then burned . 

down, was rebui!t and conducted for some time and then burned again. The 
Iast fire was about 1907; after this last fire, the timber being so nearly es- 
hausted, the owners concluded not to rebuild and that industry ceased. There 
was also a stave mill built a t  Shepherd about 1885 and was successfully oper- 
ated for  several years. 

The Gorham Brothers Company purchased grounds for a plant in Decem- 
ber, 1887, and commenced to  build in February, 1888, and have been here 
ever since. Their first enterprise was that 'of making fruit baskets and in that . 

they still continue. only to a small amount. however. They branched out into 
making trunk slats quite early in their transactions, then added veneering, and 
then a satv mill, which they now operate. More recently they have been very 
extensive makers of veneer panels. The company has been a stable and pros- 
perous institution, employing a t  times as many as two hundred and seventy 
employees and are employing about one hundred and seventy at  the present 
time. Something may be judged of their business also by the amount of 
power it requires to run the plant. Their present power is rated at  two hun- 
dred and fiftp horse power and the company is now installing another boiler 
with a capacity of three hundred and fifty horse power. -4 large quantity of 
the material used in their factory has to be shipped in from other states and 
some even from foreign countries. Their capital stock is one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars with seventy-four thousand seven hundred suh- 
scribed and paid in;  present worth of real and personal property. about t ~ o  
hundred thousand dollars. 

Another in~portant industry established in the county and at Mt. Pleasant 
\\-as a huh mil!. This was built about the year 1900 by the Whitney-Taylor 
Company. a corporation with capital stock o i  two thousand fire hundred dol- 
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lars and operated for several years, then the hub machinery was moved away 
and the b.~~ilding sold to Mt. Pleasant Body Works. They remodeled the 
factory, put in different machinery, something suitable for making buggy 
bodies. This \\-as a corporation, incorporated March 3 I ,  1902, with twelve 
thousand dollars capital. This company also purchased what was known as 
the "Priest Patent" for making a plugless buggy body, supposed at the time to 
be the best and most substantial buggy body on the market. They conl- 
menced to msnufacture 1:uggies about July. 1902, continued for a time and 
then finding that they needed more capital. they voted to raise it to thirty 
thousand clollai-.~. though it was afterward reduced to t\venty thousand dollars. 
-After this increase of stock they went on with the work and it seemed to be 
getting along fine. so that the parties were jubilant over their success in the 
\-enture. so much so that on January 15, 1903, a meeting of the stockholders 
\\-as called to vcte upon ttic proposition of raising the capital stock to fift?- thou- 
sand dollars. The \-ote was had and the stock authorized. I t  only took a short 
time to print and execute the stock and get some of it on the market. -111 
were now buoyant and things n-ere going along sn.immingly. I t  was one of 
the conclitions of the last increase that the old stockholders were to have 
gratis an amount of the new stock equal to the amount of stock ther? held bp 
them. They then emploped a man to spend some of his time in selling the 
scrp!us stock and he \I-ent m t  anc! succeeded in disposing of sw?e of it. The 
scheme then looked so light 2nd airy that it began to inflate some of the stock- 
holders and one of them. one Mason Eambrough. came forn-ard with a proposi- 
tion to increase the stock to t\vo hundred and fifty thousand dollars. he and one 
Leeb, of Chicago. to be the promoters. They \vere to pay into the corpora- 
tion thirty-one thousa~~cl dollars in cash, give to the old stockholders one hun- 
dred and t\vent!--six thousand dollars in the new stock for their holdings and 
they to take the balance. They \yere then to build a neu- and complete fac- 
tory. to cost fifteen thousand dollars. Bambrough \\-as to have six months to 
cnmplete his organization and get matters in .<hay. Then the company. 
thinking that they \voulcl operate the factory but a short time, I-educed their 
force and run light handed. At the end of the six months the big scheme 
did not materialize and the plant was finally sold to Bambrough by order of 
the stockholders for the sum of t~venty-five thousand dollars. taking a mort- 
gage on the plant for  the entire amount of purchase money. H e  took over 
the plant and held it till the spring of 1904. when the mortgage was foreclosed 
and sold at public auction for tlvo thousand one hundred dollars. I t  was affer- 
ward sold to J. F. Butcher Br Company. who operated it for a short time and 
then clismantled and moved the machinery out of the county. 
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.ihout two years ago the hub mill \\-as moved back to Mt. Pleasant and 
put in operation and has been doing a good business. The parties who are 
the owners and operators of that plant have also added a very nluch needed 
plant, viz: a tile mill. where all kinds of cement tile are made. They are 
making a good appearing tile and if it shall prove a success. so far as the last- 
ing qualities of the tile are concernecl, it \\-ill prove to be a niost needful con- 
cern. W e  are informed, and it looks niost reasonable, that there is abso- 
lutely no question of tlie lasting qualities of the tile and irom our knowledge 
of the material I\-e have no question of their goodness. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT PL-XST. 

On December 6. 1889. a franchise \\-as granted 11y the common council of 
lit. Pleasant to the 1It .  Pleasant Electric Company to build and install an 
electric light and poxver plant. -In organization \\-as fornied December 3, 
1889, to take over the franchise and builcl a plant. This organization was 
knoll-11 as the Mt. Pleasant Electric Conipany. with capital stock of tiventy- 
five thousand dollars. c1i.r-ided into one thousand shares. This company be- 
came the property of Ivalter S. Sen-berry. n-ho really built the plant and oper-- 
ated it until about the 1st day of Ma)-. 1 9 ~ 8 .  \\-hen he sold to Ed Harris. Mr. 
Harris is still operating the plant and is giving good serrice to his patrons. 
I t  has been a g-rowing business from the start and is \\-ell patronized. I t  
furnishes incandescent as \\-ell as arc lights for both citizen and city. The 
city is principallq- lighted by electricity, having forty-two of the arc lights at 
fifty dollars each per year: iour all-night Tungsten lamps. at thirty clullars 
each per year: sex-en series at fifteen dollars each and two lamps at t\\-enty-five 
dollars each. In all. the city is paying this company t\vo thousand three hun- 
clrecl and seventj- dollars per year for lights. The other electric lights in tlie 
city are at  the Gorham Brothers Company and at the Indian school. They 
each hare their o\m ciynantos and iurnish rhcir o1t.n iigi~ls. Tiicre is also a 
dynamo in the miii o i  the Holnies Milling Colnpaiiy at 11-eidman. useti for h e  

mill only. 
;\lso at Shepherd. they hare electric lights, the plant being owned and 

operated by the village of Shepherd. .Also at the Central Michigan SorniaI 
School there is a plant used exc1usivel~- for their own purpose 

;Inother industq- is that of the hlt. Pleasant Light 8r Fuel Company. a 
corporation lvith a capital stock of seventy-five thousand dollars. organized in 
1904. and now har-ing about ten miles of gas mains. The gas plant manu- 
factures about forty thousand cubic feet of gas per day. with some six hun- 
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dred patrons, using the same for lighting and cooking. They !lave a holder 
with a capacity of fifty thousand cubic feet and use in the manufacture of the 
gas about twelve thousand tons of gas-making coal per year, which is steadily 
increasing as their mains are extended. It is a good industry and will con- 
tinue to grow as the wood supply becomes more scarce. I t  seems almost in- 
credible that a county twenty-four miles square and in 1860 covered with a 
dense growth of timber, should in fifty years be using almost exclusively coal 
for heating purposes and gas for cooking, but such is the case in this county. 
This plant has the honor of being the first of its kind in the county and the 
only one up to the present time. I t  is appreciated by our citizens and very 
well patronized. 

In the making of gas from coal there are alviays some by-products, such 
as tar and coke. The coke is useful for heating purposes and readily sell5 
for about five dollars per ton. The company now produces about six hun- 
dred tons of this kind of coke and of the coal tar about two hundred barrels 
per year. The tar also has a market value and is used in roofing and many 
other ways, so that it is a valuable adjunct to the making of gas. 



CHAPTER VI 1 I.  

COCRTS, BENCH -4ND BAR. 

There is nothing more interesting and instructive in the line of investi- 
gation than the research necessary in catching up the threads that go to make 
up the warp and woof of history; and this is true whatever the subject may be, 
as one will find by following back, student-wise, the lines that reach to the 
beginnings we seek. But truth is rarely reached without labor. At first 
thought it would seem easy enough to write the history of an institution that 
came into existence within a century, but an attempt will prove that when the 
purpose is to  arrive at  the exact facts, the u~dertaking is not unattezded 
with difficulties; and a portion, at least, of the present inquiry is no exception 
to  the rule, as the opening paragraphs of the advertisement to the Revised 
Statutes of 1838 will show : 

"In the change from a territorial to a state government, great incon- 
venience w a s  experienced in adopting the territorial laws under the state con- 
stitution. They consisted of enactments of a period of more than thirty 
years, commencing with those adopted and published by the governor and 
judges, a par: of which had been re-enacted by the first Legislative Council of 
the late territory of Michigan. Each subsequent Council passed its addi- 
tional quota of acts, seemingly without any regard to  former enactments, and 
they appear in many instances without date of approval. Several repealing 
acts had been passed without suficiently designating the acts or  parts of acts 
intended t o  be repealed, and frequent legalizing and explanatoq- acts, all 
serving to confuse rather than to explain. Two attempted revisions had been 
made. one in 1827, the other in 1833. the latter of which wanted a general 
harmonizing and explanatory act to make it intelligible, even to those most 
familiar with it." 

THE CIRCUIT. 

The first definite trace we have of the judicial history of the territory now 
comprising the county is found in a proclamation by the governor of the then 
territory, Lewis Cass, on the 13th day of -4pril. 1821. wherein he proclaimed 
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that by virtue of the pon-er in him vested, he attached to the county of Oakland 
all the tract of country to which the Indian title was extinguished by the 
treaty of Saginaw September 24, I S I ~ .  -4ftenvards. and on the 19th day of 
September. 1822, the former proclamation was ratified and continued by an- 
other wherein it \!-as ordained that all said country should be "attached to and 
I~ecoine a part of" said Oakland county. 

The treaty of Sagina\\- above referred to provided for the cession by the 
Indian tribes of all that part of the territory included substantially \\-ithin a 
boundary line commencing at Fort Gratiot at the head of the St. Clair river. 
and running west to a point near where the city of Grand Rapids is located; 
thence northeast on a direct line to the heacl\vaters of Thunc!er Bay I-i\-er. 
and thence, follon-ing the course of said river, to Lake Huron. The u-estern 
boundary line given abox-e just touches the northwest corner of this county. 
then unnamed and ~inl;.oundecl. leaving it within the territory mentioned in the 
proclamation o i  the governor hereinbefore mentioned. 

Although the county \\-as bo~u~ded  and named on >larch 2 .  1831. it \\-as 
not recognized as an entity, and on the ad day of March. 1836. it \\.as enacted 
that all the country lying north of the county of Gratiot. not organized into 
counties, shoulcl be attached to the county of Saginan- for judicial purposes. 
until otherwise directed by the Legislature. This affected the east half of the 
county only. hut on the :Xth day of March. 1837. by a like enactment. all the 
country north of the car:..:; of Ionia, and \\-hich included the west half of 
Isabella. \\-as attached to Ionia for like purposes. 

In the revision of the laws made in 1837 and 1838. and knoum as the 
Revised Statutes of 1838, the state \\-as divided into four circuits. antl the 
counties of Saginaw and Ionia. with the attached territory. were hoth placed 
in the fourth circuit. and this relation was continued by chapter 89 of the 
Revision o i  1846. 

In 1848 the supreme court was required to redistrict the state and to add 
a circuit in the Grand Rir-er valley. but if it was done, no record of the same 
appears to be no\!- in existence. 

In 1831 the Legislature divided the state into eight judicial circuits antl 
Saginaw, with its attendant territory, including the east half of Isabella 
county. was made a part of the seventh. 11-hile Ionia, with the west half thereof. 
was placed in the eighth circuit. This continued until, in 18j3. the whole 
county was attached to Saginaw. where it remained until, in 185j. it \\-as an- 
nexed to Midland county which had been preciously organized. 

At the extra session of 1858 the act of 1851 \\-as amended and the state 
divided into ten districts, the tenth to be composed of Isabella. Gratiot, Mitl- 
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land lilpena and Iosco On February 1 0 .  1859. Saginaw ancl Bay \\-ere added 
to such circuit, and on the next day Isabella was fully organized and remained 
a part of said c~rcuit until. in 18jj. n-hen the twenty-first circuit was created. 
The latter was composed of Isabella, Clare. Midland. Gratiot. Gladlvin and 
Roscommon. the last three of which have since been detached therefrom and 
make up a part of other circuits. S o  other change has heen made therein. 

THE COCSTI '  SE.\T. 

Before the legal organization of the county. and at  the session of 18jj. 
the Legislatcre provided for a comnlission of three persons to locate the county 
seat. and that they. or a majority of them, should file their oaths of office \\-it11 
the secretary of state, and proceed to esamine locations proposed. and within 
one year file a certificate under their seals with saicl secretary of state sholving 
the location chosen, and such place ivas to be the "legally established county 
seat." The commission. consisting of Stephen F. Page. George 11'. Lee ancl 
George D. Hill. \\-as appointed by the governor on May j. 18j j. and on Febru- 
ary 1 2 ,  18j6. filed its finding as follo~vs: 

"We. the undersigned commissioners duly appointed by the governor of 
the state of Xichigan to locate the county seat of Isabella county in said state 
of Michigan. being duly qualified and haring examined the several points pro- 
posed for saic! location. do after due consideration and c1eliherati.on hereby 
locate said county seat upon the northeast quarter of section one ( I ) .  to\m 
fourteen (11) north. range fire ( j) west. upon land k n o ~ ~ - n  and described as 
follows. to wit: Com~nencing at a point three rotls \vest irom the east line 
of saicl section and three rotls south of the north line of said section. running 
thence south forty rods parallel with the east line of said section, thence n-est 
twenty rods parallel with the north line oi  said section. thence north forty 
rods parallel with the east line of said section, thence east parallel \\-ith the 
north line of said section. t\\-enty rods to the piace of beginning, containkg 
fire acres of land. 

"GEORGE Mr. LEE. 
"GEORGE D. HILL. 

Commissioners." 

I t  \\-ill be seen that the commission left one rod of land between the road 
and the court house site. This, no doubt, xas an oversight. 

The board of super~isors at  its session of February 2 1 .  1860, held at 
Isabella Center, as provided L.)- la\\. passed a resolution designating the pres- 
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ent court house site for court purposes, and Mt. Pleasant as the county seat, 
and ordered that legal notice be given and the question of the removal of the 
county seat to Mt. Pleasant should be voted upon, at the spring election of 
1860. On May 10th the board of supervisors met at Isabella Center and can- 
vassed the votes cast, from which it appeared that those cast for the removal 
were one hundred and fifty-six and those cast against it, one hundred and 
three, giving a majority of fifty-three in favor thereof: Thereupon, by reso- 
lution of the board, the county seat was located at Mt. Pleasant. where it has 
since remained. The land chosen was owned by David Ward, a lumberman, 
and he donated it to the county so long as the county seat should remain at 
Mt. Pleasant. 

THE COURT HOUSES. 

At Isabella Center, court was held in a log building that served at least 
four purposes, a dwelling, a store, a hotel and the court house. This was not 
located upon the grounds designated by the commission, but on the opposite 
side of the road. But one term of court was held there. The old court house, 
as it is called, was a wooden structure. built near the northwest corner of 
the present site by said David Ward and, with the land, was donated to the 
county and accepted July 12, 1860, but the county paid for clearing the ground 
upon which it stood. X cut of this building graces the ttalls of the present 
court room. I t  was not an imposing edifice, but looked good to the pioneers 
for whose benefit and protection it was erected. 

The present court house was built at the center of the court house grounds 
during the season of 1876. Repeated attempts to appropriate money to build 
a more commodious structure than the old one had failed, but I. A. Fancher, 
then state senator, discovered that the system of bookkeeping employed in the 
office of the auditor-general was faulty and that ten thousand four hundred 
eighty-six dollzrs 2nd serent).-six cents 1~2s  d ~ e  the colmty from the state 
_\L L: US iiiskice a ieso!r;:ioii n-as passed by bcth Hczses that the ccucty hc 
credited that amounr, and this action was afterwards held legal and binding 
by the supreme court. When paid to the county, ten thousand dollars of the 
amount above stated was appropriated by the board of supervisors for a court 
house. ,Two thousand dollars more was raised by the people of the county; 
and one :hasand dollars by taxation A building committee, consisting of 
\Villiam R. Crodey, Samuel Kennedy. William M. Patterson, Henry H. 
Graves and Irving E. Arnold, mas appointed, and the contract was let to 
Hemmeter & Kaiser. of Saginaw, to be built in accordance with plans and 
specifications furnished by John B. Dibble, architect. The Freemasons. with 
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the assistance of other secret societies, laid the corner stone on the 28th day 
of July, 1876. and the building was completed October 26, 1877. When ready 
for occupancy. the entire cost was sixteen thousand one hundred ninety dollars 
and forty-nine cents, all of which was paid down. 

In  1880, by resolution of the board of supervisors, the court yard square 
n a s  graded and improved and the beautiful trees that non adorn it were set. 
This n as done under the supervision of Charles >I. Brooks, then sheriff. These 
trees were tended by the late Albert A. Preston. uho  lived just across from 
the northwest corner of the court yard. and this care extended for the period 
of five years The grounds have since been improved by b~ulding cement 
~valks at all places where needed. 

THE BEXCH. 

XVilbur F. Woodworth, of Midland, who had been elected circuit judge 
on the creation of the tenth judicial circuit. was the first judge to hold court 
in the county. He presided at  the two tenns commencing January 24th and * 

July q t h ,  respectively, in 1860. He n a s  a young man. x i th  but little experi- 
ence in practice, and remained on the bench but a short time when he re- 
signed and went West. 

jaines Bii-ney, c h o  succeeded him. was a resident of Bav county, and a 
man of affairs and ability. H e  had been elected lieutenant-governor and xi-as 
inaugurated April 3, 1861, but soon afterward resigned to accept the place 
made vzcant by the resignation of Judge SVoodworth. H e  completed the re- 
mainder of that term of office and held the tenns of court in this county from 
the q r d  day of July, 1861. to and including the term commencing June ra ,  
1862. Judge Birney afterwards (from 1876 to 1882) served as minister of 
the United States a t  The Hague, and was a member of the state constitutional 
c~ment ie r ,  of r867. 

J n k z  G. %ther!arr.c! followed Judge Birney and held his first term of 
court in the county on the z ~ s t  day of January, 1863, and his last term, July 
17. 1870. H e  had been a member of the constitutional convention that framed 
the state constitute of 1850, and also of the convention. for  the same purpose 
held ir, 1867. H e  was nominated and elected to the house of representatives 
of the forty-second Congress. H e  afterwards become the author of several 
law books of great merit. among them his work upon Damages, considered of 
high authority by the bench and bar of the nation. 

On the resignation of Judge Sutherland. to take his seat in Congress, 
John Moore, of Saginam. succeeded him. He held court in the county from 
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July 18. 1871, until the term commencing January 20. 1874, when he resigned 
and \vent back to the practice of law. Judge Moore was a lawyer of large 
experience and great legal attainments. H e  has always been considered one 
of the strongest judges that has served upon the Michigan bench. 

\Villiam S. Tennant, also of Saginan-, follo\~-ecl Judge Moore on the 
bench of the tenth circuit. and presided at all terms in this county from Xay 
4. 1874, to the creation of the twenty-first circuit (of which, as shown above, 
this county formed part) and the election of a judge in the spring of 18jj.  

At the spring election of 187j. Henry Hart, of Midland. n-as elected to 
fill the remainder of the term. which would expire u-ith the year, and also for 
the full term to begin January I .  1876. H e  was re-elected in 1881, and again 
in 1887. Judge Hart  \\-as a man of great strength of character, had high 
ideals. and profound respect for the "majesty of the law." He had in a 
n-onderful degree that peculiar possession linou-n to the bar as a "juclicial 
mind " and this. with his broad knowledge of humanity, made him the ideal 
judge. 

Peter F. Dodds. of hit. Pleasant, the present incumbent, began practice 
of the law in this county in 187j and continued the same to the time of his 
election to the bench in 1893. H e  was re-elected in 1899, and again in 190;. 
the last heing without opposition. He served as prosecuting attorney of the 
county in ISSI and 1882. 

THE B-4R. 

Nelson Mosher n-as the pioneer attorney of the county and it n-as n-el! 
for the people and the bar that he \vas the first, as well in leadership as in 
residence. that he might, as he did. direct in the formative period of the 
county's legal history. He \cas "a gentleman of the old school" and Sestor 
of the bar. Somewhat reserved and nnassuming. he was a splendid specimen 
o i  that type of ia\vyer ~ h u  ijeiie\.es illat his is aiiiorig the i i i ~ s t  !ianorzb!c and 
useiui of the professioiis. anti ~ i i a t  it is iiicunii;rnt ~ 1 p n  e\ r r j  mrinber thereof 
to  keep himself fit to be enroiled in its roster. He was the first prosecuting 
attorney and circuit court commissioner of the county. serving in 130th offices 
in 1859. He helcl the office of county treasurer from 1860 to 1864, and again 
from 1868 to 1872, in which latter year he died. 

James P. hlosher, son of the last above. was elected prosecuting attorney 
and circuit court cominissioner and succeeded his father in 1860. and helcl 
said offices for t\vo years. H e  remained in the county but a fen- years. He 
enlisted in Company C, Tn-enty-sixth Michigan. served during the war. re- 
turned here for a short time. going thence to California. n-here he afterwards 
diecl. 
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The records shon- that Moses Tompkins was elected prosecuting attorney 
and circuit court co~nmissioner in 1862, but hon- long he sen-ed or when he 
left the county does not appear to be known to anyone \\-hose el-idence is ob- 
tainable. 

Isaac A. Fancher came to the county in 1863 and was elected as prose- 
cuting attorney and circuit court commissioner for a t\\-o years' term. H e  
was again elected to both offices in 1870. In 1873 he was called to the lower 
house of the Legislature. where he serred one term. and in 1 8 j j  he Lvas elected 
and served a term in the state Senate. He is and has been for many years the 
honored president of the County Bar Association. and. since the death of 
Nelson Mosher, has ah-ays been knoll-n as the "Father of the Bar." 

Cornelius Bennett came to the county in 186j. after graduating from 
the la\\- department of the State Unirersitp. H e  \\-as elected as circuit court 
commissioner for the term commencing January I .  1876 : as county clerk 
and register of deeds for 1871-2. and as register of deeds again for 1873-4. 
He held the office of judge of probate from 1851 to ISSS. and the office 
of justice of the peace in the to~vnship of Union and in .the city of Mt. 
Pleasant for more than t~venty years. KO man had a firmer place in the 
respect and affection of the community. ll-hile he was seldom seen in trials 
in the circuit court. he was considered a sound connsellor. and is said to 
1. -  re se:tle:l more cases tha l~  any other attorney in the county tried in the 
court. H e  departed this life in 1896. 

.Albert F o s  came soon after MI-. Bennett. For some time he engaged 
in the actir-e practice of the Ian-. but later became interested in other pur- 
suits and \\-as at one time editor of the Enteipise. H e  was prosecuting 
attorney from 1866 to 1868. and again in 1872. in \vhich latter year he 
also serred as circuit cou:t commissioner. H e  held the office of county 
superintendent of sci~ools in 1867-8. His death occurred in 1878. 

Christopher C. Foutch \\-as admitted to the bar February 29. 1868. in 
3It. P!ea~ant. and engaged in the active practice of the la\\- for several years. 
H e  afterwards removed to Gladn-in county. where he engaged in the practice 
of the law and other pursuits until his death. 

Myron McLarran came in the late sisties from Lenawee county and 
served as circuit court commissioner in 1868 and 1869. H e  was here but a 
few years and gave but little attention to law practice. heing engaged in other 
l~usiness He returned to Lena\\-ee county and died there a short time 
after\\-ard. 

John C. Leaton graduated from the University of Michigan in 1870 
and came here in 1571. and np to the time of his death. in 1894. u a s  in the 
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active'practice of the law, although a large portion of the latter years he 
was also engaged in real estate and lumbering. H e  has been universally 
judged to have possessed the brightest legal mind of any member of the 
bar. H e  served as president of Mt. Pleasant, but always refused any other 
office. 

Samuel W. Hopkins was graduated from the law department of the 
State University, and was admitted to the bar at  Grand Rapids in 1872. Soon 
afterward he came to this county and, began the practice of the law as a 
partner with Mr. FanchG- Later, he was associated in law successively 
with Michael Devereaux, !Wade B. Smith and Free Estee, hereinafter men- 
tioned. During the later years he gave the greater part of his time to real 
estate business. H e  serv-ed as prosecuting attorney in 1875-6 and was a 
member of the state House of Representatives in 1877-8-9 and 1880. H e  
represented this senatorial district in the state Senate in 1893-4, and was 
chosen president pro tem. of that body for the term. 

I-Ienry H. Graves graduated from the law department of the Louisville 
(Kentucky) University in 1869. H e  came here in 1871 and was admitted 
to the practice in January, 1872, and for many years was one of the most 
active practitioners at  the bar of this and adjoining counties. H e  is con- 
sidered one of the ablest criminal lawyers in central Michigan. 

William K. Brown graduated irom the State University in 1872. and 
soon afterward came to this county and entered into copartnership \T-ith 
John C. Leaton, above menf oned, and for many >-ears the firm did a thriving 
law business, being engaged in much of the important litigation of the county. 
He was ilominated by the Republican convention as a candidate for the 
state Senate in rSS3. hut declined the nomination. H e  has been extensively 
engaged in real estate and lumbering. 

Asa M. Tinker came to this countp from Ohio in the middle seventies. 
E e  was 11~0secutiiig attorney in 1877 aiid IS,$. and circ.;it cmrt  commis- 
sioner in ~S t j -6 ,  AST~-SO, ISSI, a d  is&. \\-as also justice of the 
peace for several years, as vie11 in the township of Coe as in the city of Mt. 
Pleasant. In  the middle eighties he moved to Harrison in Clare county, 
where he resided until the time of his death. 

, Albert Coe came to the county from Eaton county and continued in 
the active practice of the law until a few years before his death. H e  was 
prosecuting attorney in 1889 and 1890. 

J. Rufus Smith came to the county early in the seventies from the' 
county of Lenawee. H e  was a man of learning and, while well versed in 
the law, he never entered into the practice thereof in this county except in 
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connection n-ith his own business, which was that of private banking. H e  
removed from here to Denver, 'Colorado, where his death occurred. 

D. Scott Partridge n-as admitted to practice in Ken- York in 1874 and 
admitted here in 187j. H e  served for some years as justice of the peace 
in Xt. Pleasant. practiced for some time, n-as at  one time a member of the 
firm of Fancher. Dodds B Partridge. and aftern-ards 11-as for a number of 
years cashier of the First Xational Bank of hit. Pleasant. H e  removed 
from here to Grand Rapids, n-here he now resides. 

John Max\vell came to the county in 1863 ar.d,~\-as admitted in Janu- 
ary, 1876. H e  had held the office of sheriff in 5870 and aftern-ards the 
ofice of county treasurer for seven years. H e  n-as elected judge of probate 
in 1888 and has held the office ever since. 

Michael Del-ereaus graduated from the State Ijniversit!- in 1876 and 
immediately came to this county. I n  1878 he \\-as elected prosecuting attor- 
ney and after\\-ards sen-ed as secretary of the board of school examiners. 
For a great number of years he sen-ed as justice of the peace in 3It. 
Pleasant. 

Siineon C. Bronm came to the county in the early seventies. He served 
as justice of the peace in the tolvnship of Coe and in >It. Pleasant for 
several years. 11-as admitted in Januar!-. 1876, and aftern-ards ser\-ed as 
circuit court comn~issioner. He also serred as clerk of the tax coinmission 
during a legislative term at  Lansing, and \\-as aiterwards editor of the 
A70rtlzzcvstci~ir T ~ i b l ~ a c .  

Charles _%. Bron-n, a son of the last abore. u-as admitted in 1877. but 
never gave m ~ ~ c h  attention to practice and died a fe\v years after his adn~is- 
sion. He was a very bright young man. but n-as a rictim of ill health. 

Charles T. Russell \\-as admitted to the bar at Charlotte. in Eaton 
coumy. in 1877 and came here in 1878. lil 1880 he ser\-ed as rillage attorney 
of 1It. Pleasant, and in 1881 as \-illage president. He sen-ecl as prosecuting 
attorney in 1883-4-5-6 and again in 1907-8. H e  ser\-ed as postmaster in 
the city of Mt. Pleasant four years, from 1894 to 1898. He has been 
engaged in much of the contested and important litigation of the count!- 
since he came here. 

11-ade B. Smith n-as admitted May 14. 1878. and practiced for sel-era1 
years, a portion of the time being in partnership \\-it11 S. TI-. Hopkins. H e  
remorecl from here to Emmet county, n-here he still resides. 

Frank E. Hibbard was. admitted in January. 1879. but most of the 
time afterward devoted his time to real estate and insurance. He died 
in 1908. 

( 9 )  
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A. L. Deuel was admitted in 1879; was in the county but a short time 
 afterward^ and removed to Harbor Springs, in Eminet county. where he 
has since resided. 

F. H.  Dodds graduated from the State University in 1880. Soon 
afterwards he commenced the practice of law in this county and. escept 
for a short interval, has been in practice here ever since. H e  was elected 
to the House of Representatives of the United States in 1908 and re-elected 
in 1910. 

Fred F. Huntress was admitted in 1881, practiced here for some years 
and moved to Duluth. H e  is now living in Portland. Oregon. 

Fred Russell was admitted in 1881. He served as circuit court com- 
missioner several terms and also as  county school commissioner. He was 
in partnership for some years with his brother, Charles T. Russell. and 
afterward with E. D. Wheaton. Of late years he has been giving his attell- 
tion to other business. 

Free Estee graduated from the State 'Llniversity in 1879, practiced for 
a time in Ohio and in I€% came to this county and formed a copartnership 
with S. W. Hopkins. Afteru-ard he served as justice of the -peace for 
several years. and was elected to the state House of Representatives in 1885-6. 
H e  died in 1897. 

George E. Dodds was adinitted in I S S ~  and \\as a ineiliber for some 
time of the firm of Dodds Brothers. H e  afterwards moved to Colorado, 
where he now resides. 

IT'. I. Codds was admitted in 1883. Soon aftenvards he went into the 
business of real estate, which was continued until his death in 1894. 

Cyrus E. Russell came to the county in 1882. H e  served several terms 
as circuit court commissioner and \\-as prosecuting attorney for  four years. 
H e  served a great many years as justice of the peace, which office he 
still holds. 

Gert i. Farltihil: \\-as adiiiitiec! in 1334. He served 2s circzit ce~!-t 
commissioner in 1895-6. H e  was engaged for a number of years in the 
banking business, and now occupies the position of bookkeeper in the Gorham 
Brothers Company of the city of Mt. Pleasant. 

Herbert A. Sanford was admitted to the bar in 1887 and since that 
time has been engaged almost exclusively in the active practice of his pro- 
fession. H e  was prosecuting attorney from 18g1 to 1894, inclusive. He 
has been engaged in most of the criminal litigation of the county, but i-s 
not at all confined to it, 'as he has a large civil practice. In his treatment 
of court and counsel in court, his courtesy is always noticeal~le. 
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Elijah D. Wheaton was admitted at Farwell in July, 1874, and moved 
to this county late in the eighties, when he conlnlenced active practice, having 
a large acquaintance in the northern. part of this county. He was prosecuting 
attorney in 1893-1896. Mi-. \\'heaton was a forceful advocate before a 
jury, and at the same time was well rersed in the law. H e  died at his 
home in &It. Pleasant, July 4. 1901. 

-Ubert -4. Loreland was admitted in 1888. H e  has been juslice of 
the peace and circuit court commissioner for a great many years. l h  
practice, however, has been largely in the pension department of the United 
States. 

Thomas Costello was admitted in June, 1889, and at once entered the 
active practice of the law. and up to  the time of his death perhaps was engaged 
in as many cases as any other attorney that ever practiced at this bar. 

Oscar F. Sheldon came to the county from Blissfield in Lena\\-ee count);. 
where he had practiced many years. He remained here in active practice 
for more than ten years. He is now in practice in Colorado. 

M. M. Larmouth was admitted in 1894. Almost immediately there- 
after he moved to Sault Ste. Marie. where he has since been in practice. 

George Reed mas for four years county clerk of this couoty. He was 
admitted in January, 18gj ; practiced here some years : Tvas appointed receiver 
of the First Kational Bank of Ithaca, and after closing up the business 
thereof, he moved to the Upper Peninsula. where he sti!! resides. 

Lewis E. Royal graduated from the State Tjniversity and was admitted 
to the bar at  -4nn -qrbor in June, 1896. and immediately afterwards engaged 
in the practice of the law in this county. Afterward he moved tc llcs 
Moines, Iowa. and still resides in that state. 

Edward 1%;. Grewett was admitted in Roscommon county in May, 1887. 
and practiced there for several years. -Afterwards. for a time, he reside:! 
in this county, and thence moved to Ilarion, in the county of Osceola. ~vhere 
he still resides. 

Patrick H.  Kelley was graduated from the law department of the univer- 
sity and was admitted to the bar in the supreme court in Pipril, 1899, residing 
here for a short time thereafter. H e  then moved to Detroit and \!-as en- 
gaged in the practice of the law for several years. From there he mored to 
the city of Lansing. where he is still in active practice. H e  was appointed 
as a member of the state board of education by Governor Bliss: was after- 
wards elected to that office for one term. and then elected as superintendent 
of public instruction, serving one term. He has been twice elected as 
lieutenant-governor of the state. n-hich position he still holds. 
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Bruce C. Shorts graduated from the law department of the university 
and was afterwards admitted to the bar at Lansing in 1901. Soon afterward 
he moved to the city of Seattle in Washington, ahere he has since been 
engaged in an active and lucrative practice. For some time he has held 
the position of assistant city attorney. 

F. H.  Dusenbur>- n-as admitted in 1902, and since that time has been 
in actire practice in the co~~nty .  H e  served as prosecuting attorney iron1 
~goj-1908. and n-as elected a member of the state Legislature in 190s. and 
again in 1910. 

Roy D. lIatthe\\-s graduated from the university in 1902 and TI-as 
admitted in the supreme court a t  Lansing, in June of the same year. H e  
came to this county in 1903 and practiced his profession at  Shepherd until, 
in 1908, he was elected prosecuting attorney. H e  then moved to Mt. Pleasant 
and has since been in the active practice of the law in that city. H e  was 
re-elected to the same office in 1910. 

Perrj- Shorts graduated from the State University in 1906. He remained 
but a short time in this co~mty after his admission to the bar and removed 
to Kansas City. Kansas. from where. after a short interval. he removed to 
Saginal~.  in this state, where he has been in active practice. though large]!- 
engaged in insurance law and practice. 

Amasa K. Bra\\-n was admitted at  Lansing in 1903. H e  practiceci ior 
a few years in this county, moved thence to the West, and afterwards took 
up his residence in Chicago. n-here he is now engaged in other lines o i  
business. 

F. B. Dodds graduated from the law department of the State University 
in 1907, and \\-as admitted to the bar at Lansing in June of that year. After 
a s!lort residence in this county he moved to  Spokane. LVashington. xvhere 
he has since been engaged in the practice of his profession. 

Dougias H. Seison graduated Iruin the Ui~i\ ;er~ity oi Xichigan ic 
1908. and ailnoat iinmediatelq- thel-eafrer iliu\-eii ru rile da te  u i  I I ~ a J i i ~ i g i ~ i i .  
11-here he has since resided. 

George McHugh came to this county in 1899, and was for a time 
engaged in the Ian- practice in copartnership with Mr. Fancher. -liter a 
short stay here he removed to Port Huron. 

Sorris  J. Bra\\-n came to the county from Grand Rapids. \\-here he 
had long been in practice. H e  has the management of the I l t .  Pleasant 
Light & Fuel Con~pany, and has given little attention to the law b~~siness 
since his arrival here. 

Frank 31. Bnr \~ash  came to  the county from Chicago and brought \\-it11 
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him a large and valuable legal experience. H e  entered into copartnership 
with Mr. Fancher and the firm is carrying on successfully a large general 
practice. 

PROBATE JCDGES. . 

On the organization of the county in ~ S j g .  James IVilsey. a farmer 
and resident of the to\rnship of Coe. \\-as elected judge oi  probate to serve 
the remainder of the term. Judge It-ilsej-, xi th several others. had arrived 
in the county on October 10, 1Sj4, and took up a homestead in the tolwship 
of Coe, \\-here he resided until his death. 

Perry 1-1. Estee. the second one to  occupy that oftice. n-as elected in 
the fall oi  1860 and sen-ed a term of four years. He came into the county 
soon after Judge IVilsey and was the first person to locate land ~ j t h i n  the 
to\\-nship of Coe. This was done in October. 1Sj4. and the location was 
the northwest cluarter of section IS, in to~mship 13 north, of range 3 \I-est 
(Coe to\rnship). Judge Estee n-as ah-ays a farmer. and \\-as iclentified for 
many years with the political interests of the count\-. 

Iljilliam H. Nelson succeeded Judge Estee and occupied the office ii-om 
1S6j to 1868. H e  lived for some years at Isabella City and aftern-ard at 
31t. P!eacant. He \\-as the father of Douglas H.  Selson, for many years 
one o i  the leading business men of the county. -1s stated abo\-e. he heid 
the office of the county clerk during the seconcl term after the county \\-as 
organized. 

Richard Hoy. of the to\vnship o i  Coe. \\-as elected judge of proi~ate 
in 1868. and served ior  one term. Judge Hoy \\-as one of the early settlers 
of the count!- and had been elected and served as county treasurer during 
the tirst term aiter the organization of the count!-. D ~ ~ i n g  nmit of his 
life he \\-as a farmer. H e  died in 1909, at the age oi  eighty-three. 

TVilliam TI'. Struble. of the to\rnship of Chippen-a, succeeded judge 
Hoy on the 1st day of Januaq-. 1873. and presided during w e  term. i-Ie 
\\-as also a farmer and one of the early settlers of the county. 

John Q. ;\. Johnson \\-as elected in the iall of 1876. and also serred 
one tenn. and \\-as the sisth farmer to hold that ofice in this county. He 
lived during the last years of his life on his farm in the to\\-nship of Union. 

Cornelius Bennett. who has been mentioned above. \vas elected in the 
iall of 1880 and re-elected in 1884. H e  was the first lalryer to occupy 
the ofice. 
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John Maxwell, a sketch of whom has been given abore, was elected 
as  successor to Judge Bennett in 1888 and has held the office to the 
present time. 

EARLY CASES IS CIRCUIT COURT. 

As stated above, the first cause on the law side of the court was heard 
at Isabeila Center on the 14th day of January, 1860, by Hon. Wilbur F. 
IVoodworth, then circuit judge. The  cause x a s  entitled "Charles B. Young, 
Plaintiff, vs. Township of Isahella, Defendant." L. P. Bailey. of Midland, 
appeared for the plaintiff. and Nelson Mosher for the defendant. X motion 
was first made to amend the declaration, TI-hich being granted, the cause 
proceeded and jud,ment was finally entered in favor of the plaintiff, Charles 
B. Young, for the sum of one hundred and one dollars and two cents. No 
jury was empaneled. Irving E. Arnold was then county clerk and entered 
the judgment, which was in the regular form. 

The next proceeding that shon-s upon the calendar \\-as on July 23, 1861. 
when Isaac Marsten, who xvas not a resident attorney of the county at  the 
time, \+-as appointed prosecuting attorney for the time being. no other prose- 
cuting attorney being present. Mr. Marsten was afterwards elected attorney 
general of the state, and later, a justice of the supreme court, where he served 
for Inany years. 

The first jury case, as shown by the journal, began on the 28th day of 
February. 1862. This entry, hou-ever, is evidently an error, and it should 
hare read the 28th day of January. as the following days in the journa! 
show-. The court was presided over by Judge Birney, ~ h o ,  before proceed- 
ing with the regular work of the court, approved the appointment made by 
William H. Xelson, then clerk of the court. of Douglas H. Xelson as his 
deputy clerk. The cause was entitled "Louis Bright. Plaintiff, rs. George 
E-rsh, Eefendant." ax! the a c t i x  ~ 2 s  o!?e of trespass. -4 jury ~ : z s  em- 
pzzdec' cansistkg af :\. M. IIerri!!, Patric!c C!enr)-. H.  Sherxaz, H o r x e  
Handy, John B. \\;alton, Samuel Leonard. John Mouser, L. D. Handy. 
George IV. Jeffries. Silas Fosgate, R. J. Hill and Henry Gulick. The cause 
was submitted to the jury on January 29th and on January 30th they gave 
their verdict. "Guilty of Trespass," and awarded the plaintiff damages of 
six dollars abore his costs. Nelson Mosher appeared for the plaintiff and 
Tompkins & Marsten were attorneys for the defendant. Hursh. 

-4ftern-ards, and at  the same term. was tried the first criminal case 
ever tried in the circuit court in the county. I t  was entitled "The People 
of the State of Michigan vs. John Wade." The charge \\-as larceny. -4 
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jury was empaneled consisting of H. Gulick, I. E. Arnold, A. G. Ferris, 
A. M. ~ler;ill, G. A. Atkins, S. Fosgate. J .  B. Walton, H. Handy, S. 
Leonard, Patrick Clear)-, L. D. Handy and R. J. Hill. Joseph Miser was 
the officer sworn to take charge of the jury, who, after being absent for a 
time, returned into court and gave their verdict of "Guilty." Afterwards. 
and upon the same day. the defendant was sentenced to serve e~ghteen months 
at  the state prison in Jackson. 

The first chancery decree was made on the 24th Oay of January, 1860. 
by Judge IVoodworth. hereinbefore mentioned. I t  was ent~tled "Caleb I ~ e s  
and Albert Ires vs. Josh T .  Copeland. May I. Copeland. Senuel Copeland. 
Timothy Baker, Jr.. and Selson P. Stewart." The bill was filed to foreclose 
a mortgage upon the west half of the southeast quarter and the northeast 
q~iarter of the southeast quarter of section 10, and the south half of the 
southwest quarter and the southeast quarter of the southeast quar- 
ter of section 11. and the north half of the northwest quarter 
of secticn 14. in to\mship 14 north, of range 4 west, which township is named 
the township of Union. The report of the conlnlissioner submitted to the 
judge, computed the amount due on the mortgage as one thousand five hun- 
dred seventy-tno dollars and forty-two cents, and the decree mas for that 
amount. The  sale n a s  to be made on or before January 18, 1861. George 
F Heminp-a!-. of Slidland. Michigan, appeared as solicitor for the com- 
plainant. 

The first di\-orce case as appears on the calendar was filed on the 26th 
day of August. 186;. II'illiam Chatfield was complainant and May Chatfield 
was defendant. Selson Mosher appeared for the complainant, but no one 
appeared for tile defendant. The decree was made by Judge Sutherland, 
then judge of the circuit. on the 12th day of january, 1867. The parties 
were both Indians. On the same day a decree of divorce was granted to 
May -4. Sanders from her husband. Thomas Sanders, though the bill was 
filed after the Chatfield case. j. -4. Fui~ner appeared for the ccmp!air?ant and 
the case was heard by defauit. 

The land upon nhich the Central Michigan State Sortnal School is 
located has a history. I t  rtas patented to John M. Hursh on March 10. 

1Sj6. and afternards. in 1871, tvas conveyed by him to his wife, Elizabeth 
Hursh, through certain mesne conveyances. In 1872, hlrs Hursh gale 
her said husband a power of attorney to sell and conr ey all her real estate 
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within the county. Afterward, and in the said year. said John M. Hursh 
made and executed to one John Jeffrey an instrument, in fonn a deed, of 
said land 11-ith other lands, and received back an instrument. in form a land 
contract. for the reconveyance upon condition of the repayment of three 
thousand five lmnd~ed forty-one dollars and forty-six cents. There were 
inorigges upon said land at the time of the transfer from Hursh to his 
wife, and a part of said consideration went t o  pay them. 

- l i ter  the death of John Jeffrey, a portion of his estate, including above 
insti-un~ent, was p~rchased by John Scriven of St. Johns. Michigan. and in 
1876 he filed a bill for the foreclosure of the same as a mortgage, and a 
decree was rendered upon default. Afterward. however. application x a s  
made to open the case, and upon appeal to the supreme court the defendants 
were given the right to answer (39 Mich. 98). Thereupon the complainant 
dismissed his case and an action of ejectment was begun by the same attor- 
neys in the name of the minor heirs of said Jeffrey, deceased. against Elizabeth 
Rursh and Robert Hillock, the latter having, in the meantime, purchased from 
Mrs. Hursh upon a contract. 

- i t  the trial of the ejectment suit, xvhen the e\-idence x a s  all in, the 
court left it to the jury to determine whether the transaction b e t ~ ~ e e n  John 
11. Hursh and John Jeffrey  as a mortgage transaction or a sale upon con- 
ditiuii. The jurl- :"xiid it a inoi-tgage a id  g a ~ - e  the:; I-erc!ic~ 'oi- r P.-.--'- ALL,  all 

and Hillock. but on appeal to the supreme court the judgment TT-as reversed 
on the stated'grounds that the instrument. being a deed in form. carried 
possession. and holding that if defendants had any remedy. it was in equity 
(42 Micii. 563). The case. n-hen it came on for trial the second time, 
in\-oh-ecl the validity of a t a s  title which the supreme court held on appeal 
was not a good defense in the hands of the defendants (43 Ylich. 39). 

On the third trial in tl:c circuit. the defendants contended that inasmuch 
2s the k t ~ - n ~ ? e n t  bet~veen Hursh ax! Jeffrey was intended a< a innrtgage. 
;+ .B,;2s .-n,a , ,,;\, 1.0~- ,,,,,,~.se . t h e  p o w e r  a f  z t t c m n ~  !ram X r s .  I-Tursh t c  !?er !?us!??.!?c! 
gave no pou-er to mortgage. On appeal this position was sustained bj- the 
supreme court and the case was returned for trial. This question lvas 
never before decided in this state (49 Illich. 31). 

- i t  the nest trial the defendants prevailed and thereupon the plaintiffs 
paid the costs. and under the statute took a new trial. The case was then 
on the application of said plaintiffs transferred to the county of Bay. In  
the Bay circuit the jury, under the charge of the court. found the instrume-t 
a deed and jud,pent passed for plaintiffs, but upon appeal it was reversed, 
the supreme court holding that on the questions inl-olred. the instrument 
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must be held to be intended as a mortgage as a matter of law, and final 
judgment was entered for defendants in the court below (38 Mich. 246). 

Thereupon John Scriven again filed his bill in eqnitj-, and decree passed 
for him for such amount of the consideration of three thousand five hundred 
forty-one dollars and forty-sis cents as had been used to pay the former 
mortgages, and the title was forever quieted in Robert Hillock, \\-11o in the 
meantime had receix-ed a fu!l \\-arrant). deed from Hursh (68 Mich. 176). 

In the ahove litigation. Spaulding B Cranson. of St. Johns. represented 
the Jeffrey-Scriven interests, and Brown Sr Leaton and Fancher & Dodds 
that of Hursh and Hillock. 

The al~o\-e case \\-as of great importance in this county. \\-here six to\\-n- 
ships ?yere reser~-ed for the Indians. Jacob Sha~vboose. an Indian of the 
hand of Chippe\\-as. bq- treaty xvas entitled to and had made a selection of 
the land in question in that case. The  treaty provided that on selection 
being made, the agent for the Indians should di~icle the persons selecting 
into two classes. those ~\-ho \\-ere by training considered "competent" to 
manage their o ~ v n  affairs \;-ere to be so designated. and those who n-ere 
!in: n-erp to he designated "not so competent." "not so competent" could 
not alienate his land ~ i t h o u t  the consent of the secretary of the interior 
for  the time being. Before the designation had been made, Sha\\-boose 
sold the timber to complainants a n d  the land to defendants. -4fter the 
designation I\-as made and Shan-boose had been denominated competent. he 
made a iurther deed to complainants. The two conveyances made before 
Sha\\-l-boose u-as denominated competent by the con~missioner of Indian af- 
fairs. 11-ere heid mid. although they contained coi-enant of warranty, anti 
the one made aftern-arc1 n-as held to be T-alid (34 Nich. r p ) ,  

Tolm T. IVheeler, of Saginan-. appeared as solicitor ior compiainanr. 
George Raymond, et al.. and John C. Leaton and IViiliam S. Bra\\-11 appeared 
for the defendants. Hill and Gamble. 

THE V-ILLI.4MS CASE. 

very important case to Isabella county was decided by the supreme 
court in 1892. Previous to this time it had been the custom to assess for 
taxes Indian lands that had been classified as "not so competent." The 
patents to these lands contained the follo~ving clause: "That the land shall 
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never be sold or alienated to any person or persons whomsoever, without 
the consent of the secretary of the interior, for the time being." The auditor- 
general's department had maintained that these lands were subject to taxa- 
tion. They had been taxed for years, and returned and sold for the taxes. 
For the purpose of having the matter judicially determined, a friendly suit 
was maintained. and the court held that these lands were not subject to 
taxation. The case is reported under the title "Auditor-General vs. Sarah 
Williams," and reported in Vol. 94, page 180, of the Michigan Reports. 
H. A. Sanford represented the auditor-general, and I. A. Fancher and 
United States District Attorney T. F. Shepherd, who was directed to rep- 
resent the Indian department, appeared for the Indian woman, Sarah Wil- 
liams. This decision was afterwards discussed by the cabinet at Washington, 
and declared in harmony with the ideas of the federal government. 



CHAPTER IX. 

RAILROADS IX ISABELLA COGSTY. 

Let the dirt roads be as good as they may. >-et they do not meet all of 
the necessities of a growing, thriving country. Cheaper and quicker trans- 
portation is needed for both business and travel. Isabella began, along about 
the seventies, to feel the need of a railroad. One \\-as headed to~vard the . 

county, but was to only touch the northeast portion of it. 
This road n-as the Flint & Pere Marquette, a land grant road, n-here a 

strip of land embracing each alternate section for six miles on either side 
of the center line of said road was granted by the United States government 
to the state of Michigan June 3, 1856, to aid in the construction of railroads 
in the state, and by the state accepted by an act of the Legislature of February 
a corresponding amount of land turned over to them. The line was graded 
thi-ough this county in 18,7o and the track laid in 1871 The line entered 
the county at or near Colenian, about three and one-half miles south of the 
northeast corner of the county, running thence in a west and norrheriy 
direction, leaving the county about one and one-half miles west of the north- 
east corner of the township of Vernon, thence running along west near the 
north county line to Far\\-eli, thence continuing a little nort11 of \vest until it 
left Clare county some four or five miles north of the north\vest corner of 
Isabella county. I t  \\-ill be seen that it embraced quite a scope of country 
belonging to Isabella. 

I t  n-as a great road for lumbermen. Its full capacity was at times used 
for the transportation o i  iogs from the pineries to the great bailking grouzds 
along the Titabaxvassa rivei. and the Saginan-. it \\-as oi sillall benefit to 
Isabella except it was an outlet that was finally reached by building first a 
narrow gauge from Mt. Pleasant to  Coleman. a distance of fifteen miles. 
This road \vas constructed in the year 1879 under the name of the Saginaw 
& Mt. Pleasant. Jesse Hoyt, of S e w  York. was president; I. A. Fancher. 
o i  Mt. Pleasant, vice-president, and William L. Webber. o i  Saginaw, secre- 
tary and treasurer. Lt was afterward \I-idened to a standard gauge and 
became a part of the Flint & Pere hlarquette Rail\\-ay system, now the Pere 
Marquette. I t  was a happy day ior the people of lit. Pleasant and vicinity 
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\\-hen they felt that they were in touch again with the outside world by the 
bands of steel. The enterprise cost about one hundred and thirty thousand 
dollars, and the people of Mt. Pleasant n-ere required to furnish fifteen 
thousand dollars and the right-of-way, also depot groucds. The fifteen thou- 
sand dollars was furnished by subscription, and the right-of-way was secured 
and paid for by Cornelius Bennett. George L. Granger and I. A. Fancha-. 
The n-ork mas conlpletecl on the 8th day of December. 1879, and was opened 
for business on the 15th day of December. Business was suspended? busi- 
ness houses closed, and el-ery one was out with a broad smile on his radiant 
countenance. The inconling train. n-ith the officials of the road, was met 
at the depot. -4n address of veicon~e n-as made by the president of the 
village. John C. Leaton; Maj. J. 11'. Long acted as marshal, who formed 
the parade as f o l l o ~ s :  First, the Mt. Pleasant band; second. president and 
corninon council of the  illa age: third. steam fire engine; fourth, the hook 
and ladder company; sixth. c i t i zss  en foot: seventh, citizens in carriages. 
The procession formed at the depot and marched to the court house. where 
William N. Bran-11 delivered a very pleasing address. followed by Dr. H. 
C. Potter. of S a g i n a ~ ~ ,  one of rhe railroad officials, D. H. Nelson. of 12t.  
Pleasant. and I. -A. Fancher. vice-president of the road. In the evening 
the town was illumined and 11-. S. Bra\\-ii threw open his d\\-elling for a 
reception. at which, n-ith the host and hostess. assisted by Airs. I. -A. Fancher. 
Mrs. C. Bennett, Mrs. J. \V. Long. Mrs. J .  C .  Leaton, Mrs. I\-. S.  Hunt 
and Mrs. J. R. Dought!-, the assembled cron-d \yas received and a most 
delightiul el-ening \\-as spent in honor of the occasion. The coming of the 
railroad u-as the dau-n of a nen- era for YIt. Pleasant and every class of 
business took on new life ancl I-igor. The county as well as the city ielt 
the impulse for better things: laiitls \rere increasecl in d u e :  to~vn lots IT-ere 
advanced in d u e  ; manufacturing enterprises sought locations : tin~ber \\-as 
made of some 1-aiue : r'ne farmer felt a nr\ \  iillpulse to clear and iiiipi-we his 
iarm now that he could reach an oursicie niarket. 

The next railroad enterprise to Iook toward building a road into Isabella 
county was the -4nn -\rbor. or. more properly speaking. the Toledo & ;\nn 
Arbor. This road, under the direction and leadership of Gorernor -Ashley. 
of Toledo. Ohio. had been creeping along from Toledo. north. during the 
latter seventies and fore part of the eighties. ancl had finally reached On-osso, 
when they picked up the stock. franchise and right-of-way of a road that 
had been commenced at  On-osso. running thence to Ithaca and so on to .Alma; 
and thence to Mt. Pleasant. That road had graded a track from O\vosso 
to Ithaca. and part of the way il.0117 Ithaca to --ilma. and had surveyed a 
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line on t o  Mt. Pleasant; a considerable portion of the line had also been 
tied. but after this had all been done, under the claim of the officers of the 
road that the Michigan Central Railroad Company mxdd guarantee the 
bontls and furnish the iron and rolling stock. the said company flatly refused 
to  do anything of the kind and the project proved a failure. The Toledo 
8- --Inn -4rbor road, finding it in that condition, proposed to take the fran- 
chise, stock and road hed and complete the same. This being  hat the 
peop!e desired, they readily turned over all to them and the Toledo & ;Inn 
Arbor proceeded to construct the same from O\\-osso to Ithaca. -4t that 
point they proposed to run to St. Louis instead of continuing on the old 
line to -Alma. That did not please the -Alma people. and 3lessrs. A. TV. 
S1;right, 11:. S. Turk. James Gargett. TT7illiatn S .  Ri-on-n. John -4. Harris 
and others organized the Lansing. .Alma. Nt. Pleasant and Northern Railroad 
Company. They consequently abandoned the old line to Illma and ran their 
line to St. Louis. and from there turned \vest and ran on the north side of 
-Alma and thence to Mt. Pleasant, reaching that point about 188;. 

The northern terminus remained at  11t. Pleasant until the)- located an 
extension to  the city of Clare. some fifteen miles north. where they crossed 
the Pere Marquette road: from there they continued the line on to Cadillac 
ancl. thence to Frankfort on Lake ?LIichigan. S o t  long after they had coin- 
pleted their line of road to the lake they felt the necessity of an outlet across 
the lake and then it was that the -4shleys co11cei.i-ed the idea of building a 
ferry boat of sufficient polver and capacity to transport a train oi  loaded 
cars across the lake 11-ithout breaking hulk. Theq- huilt a boat. made the 
trial and it proved successful. I t  then became a demonstrated fact and \vili 
remain so for all time to come. 

=\bout the year 187; a branch of the Detroit. Lansing 8 Sorthern was 
started from Ionia, running to Stanton. Edniore. Blanchartl. MiIlbre& and 
thence northlvest to Reinus and Eig Rapids. This road gave an outlet to 
the south and west portion of the county and was afterward. about 1893. 
increased by a branch from Remus to Bunclj- and Weidman. a distance iron1 
Remus of thirteen miles. This branch served as an outlet for the 
lumber of the country in and about 11-eidman and also for  the farm products 
raised in a large portion of Sottaxvay. Gihnore. Sherman. Deerfield and 
Broomfield to\vnships. There was also a branch put into Brinton from the 
Pere Marcluette for the purpose of shipping out the charcoal made at the 
1-i!!age of Brinton. That branch was of n~uch  service and profit to the 
people in and aromd the \-illage. as it gave labor to a large numher of people 
in cutting, hauling ancl burning the n-ord into charcoal. This industry also 
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made a market for thousands of cords of wood that otherwise would have 
had to be cut and burned in fallow without the owner receiring any revenue 
from the timber. I t  lightened the burden of the farmer enabled him 
to more quickly convert his timber land into crop-prodacing condition, where- 
by he could obtain some revenue from his land as a husbandman. The last 
branch of road was, after it had served its purpose, discontinued and 
removed. 



CHAPTER X. 

Education is, 1 believe, paramount to almost any other subject that will 
be written about in this history. I t  is a matter that should and does interest 
the great mass of people. There is no other matter that can take hold of 
the people as strongly and nerve them to action so effectually as this. The 
thirst for it came with the early settler when he moved into the county, and 
it has continued and has grown k i th  the growth of the country. If we 
go back to the early settlement of the county and examine the means of 
education within the reach of the children, that \\-ere destined to form one 
of the principal elements in our social system, we shall necessarily find it 
crude and uncongenial. Nothing to invite the youth by a log building and 
plank seat, without map or chart. and almost without a teacher; with no 
guide through the woods but an Indian trail o r  a blazed line. But, crude 
and uninviting as it mas. it found young America with his usual amount of 
force and will, equal to the task, and bent on preparing himself for the 
burdens yet to be borne by him when he should take upon himself the 
responsibilities of full citizenship: The first schoolhouse built x i s  in the 
township of Coe. on the southeast quarter of section g,  township 13, range 3, 
and mas taught by Caroline Kilburn, who received her certificate from 
Richard Hoy and George TV. Miller, inspectors, and was dated Nay j, 1857. 
From this time they spread over the county as the settlements acquired 
sufficient number of school children to demand. One was b ~ ~ i i t  on the norrh- 
TI-est corner of the northeast quarter of section 27. township 14. range 3. 
at  a point about ~vhere Il.'illiam Crowley now lives, and was taught by 
Elizabeth Gulick. In 1858-9 I. E. Arnold built four schoolhouses for the 
United States government for the use of the Indians. One was called the 
Mission school and was just west of the present Indian school. This one 
was taught for three o r  four years by a Miss Hinds, she boarding with Re\-. 
George Bradley. This school was afterwards taught by -\ddie IYilder. 

About 1860 a schoolhouse \\-as built in Coe township, on the west side 
of section 7. and knon-n as the Drake schoolhouse. -Also one on the south- 
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west corner of section 1, and known as the Abbott schoolhouse. -Also one 
on the northeast corner of section 35, and knoxt-n as the Williams schoolhouse. 
In Chippewa there was the Taylor schoolhouse, situated on the northwest 
corner of section 29. ;\1s0 one on the east side of the same section. known 
as the Landan schoolhouse. As the settlement worked west into Union 
township, other sclioolho~~ses \\-ere built. I n  the early sisties one \\-as built 
on the west side of section 26. kno\\-n as the B O L I ~ O ~ ~  schooll~ouse. This is a 
district that has acquired some prominent as being 11-here Judge Dodds taught 
for some time, and where he wooed and won his helpmate. Going a little 
farther west, 11-e hare the Gulick schoolho~~se. and a little farther u-est the 
Johnson schoolhouse. named after John Q. -4. Johnson, one of the oldest 
residents and one who held several important offices, among them judge of 
probate. also sheriff, as well as justice of the peace. Then you get further 
south into the township of Lincoln. we have the Hoover schoolhouse, on 
section 14. Also, in the same township. the  Center schoolho~~se, on section 
16. A little farther west was the Pine schoolho~~se and on the south side of 
section 19 the Titus schoolhouse. Moving west into the to~vnship of Fre- 
mont. we have the Caldwell schoolhouse, on section 2. and, crossing the sn-amp 
west of \\-inn, we get the Garner schoolhouse. and south\\-est from there the 
Peterson schoolhouse, in the township of Rollancl. named after I\-illiam 11. 
Perel-son, one of the firat settlers o i  t!lat part oi  :he cocntj-. G o k g  i:or:!i 
into Broomfield, ~ v e  have the Broomfield schoolhouse. named after the father 
of that ton-nship. and ~ h o  is still living in the ~vestern part of the county. 
As we jou:ne!- on north with the tide s f  emigration. \re nest conle to the 
Hummel settlement. where is located the school named after them: going 
then into Sherman. the nest early school was the Il'ooden school. named 
after Henry \I-ooden. one of the early pioneers of that toux ,  and who was 
energetic and liberal in school matters. Going farther up the Chippe\\-a 
river tc! Shermm City. y e  find the sc!?oo! !ocatec! 2.t that h u r g  

A 1 .- - u c ~ g  iii the sixtics t h c x  I~~~ n SE~! !  ~ e t t ! ~ ~ e ~ t  estl!?!i~!?ed i?? G;!???"!-e 
township, and IT-ith it a school district or  districts formed: one linoux as 
the Glass district. after Rufus F. Glass, on the south side of section 11: one 
on the southeast corner of section 26, known as the Scofield. and one on the 
southwest corner of section 2. known as the Beacjn. These \yere established 
as the settlements were formed and are known as the earlier schools estall- 
lished, and also as the central places \\-here each second year the various 110- 
litical parties would hold their political school for educating and persuading 
the inhabitants to meander over into their particular fold. 

The schools did not increase very fast until after 1871-2. TI-hen the Indian 
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lands began to be sold and lumbered or settled upon, and the pine lands of 
the county were being lumbered; then the farmers began to occupy and 
develop the farming lands more rapidly. 

As soon as  1867, on the 27th day of December, there Ivas held a t  Mt. 
Pleasant a teachers' institute. under the supervision of Albert Fox. the then 
county school superintendent, at which ten teachers mere present. A good 
deal of interest was manifested and afterward, through the influence of 
C. 0. Curtis. then superintendent of schools. a state teachers' institute was 
held a t  Mt. Pleasant, State Superintendent Orainel Hosford and Professor 
Estabrook, of the State Normal School, being present. This was a most 
instructive and entertaining meeting, and created a good deal of enthusiasm 
among the teachers of the county. -qt this institute there were fiftyfour 
teachers in attendance and iorty-five schools of the county represented. 

In  1876 there were in the county fifty-three school districts; number 
of log schoolhouses, twenty, and tm-enty-eight frame buildings, some of them 
as fine as can be found outside of the cities. There were two thousand one 
hundred and nineteen scholars, as shown by the school census of 1874. then 
in the county. 

At the present writing, November, 1910, there are, exclusive of the 
schools of the city of Mt. Pleasant, one hundred and six school districts. 
distributed as follows : Broomfield township has nine ; Chippen-a, nine ; Coe, 
eight ; Coldwater, seven ; Deerfield, nine : Denver. seven : Fremont, seven ; 
Gilmore. five; Isabella, six; Lincoln, seven; Notta~ray, six; Rolland, seven ; 
Sherman, four;  Union, five: Vernon, six, and W s e ,  four. 

In  Mt. Pleasant the first school v-as taught by Ellen L. IVoodu-orth 
in the summer of 1864. and by Celia E. Preston the foIlowing \\-inter. There 
were some tn-enty scholars in a log school building built by John Kinne-, one 
of our oldest citizens. lix-in= at the present time in the city. but who at  that 
time was lumbering in this vicinity. H e  ox\-ned several pieces of timber land 
on section I j, xvhich is the one that the first pIat \\.as laid out iipoii. 

.As early as December a j .  1863, the schooi inspecrors of rile tu\\iishIp 
of Union laid off the follo~ving territory into district Yo. I ,  bounded as 
f o l l o ~ ~ s :  Sections 13, 14. I j. 16, I j. 18, north half of 19, north half of 20, 
north half of 21. north half of 22, north half of 23. and north half of 24. The 
first meeting Ivas appointed to be held on the 16th dag of January, 1864. 
at  the court house in Mt. Pleasant. Due notice n-as given and the meeting 
held, at which the folio\\-ing officers were elected, -\-iz.: Milton Bradley. 
moderator: I. -4. Fancher, director. and E.  G. H. i\Ieisler, assessor. H. A. 
Dunton n-as niade chairma~i and S. Xosher. clerk o i  the meeting. r i t  that 

(10) 
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meeting there \\:ere present the follo\ving gentlemen: John Mouser, J. P. 
Case, Mr. Geer, M.  V. B. Sherman, A .  Yale. Mr.  Kinney, E. Bradley, 
George Bradley, J. Saunders. I. -4. Fancher, H. A. Dunton and H. 
Morton. 

On January 16. 1864 a special school meeting was called for the pur- 
pose of locating a schoolhouse site. This was signed by H. A. Dunton, 
E. G. H. Meisler. X. Mosher, I .  A .  Fancher and M. V. B.  Sherman. 
Notices \rere duly posted for the q t h  day of January. 1864. at which time 
the district met and located the site on the southeast comer of block 24, Mt. 
Pleasant, on lots I and 2. Messrs. Harvey and George Morton, proprietors 
of the village plat, l-ery generously donated the two lots selected by the 
district. -4 meeting was duly called and held on the j th day of April. 1864, 
for the purpose of raising money to build a suitable school building. L. 
Bentley moved that three hundred dollars be raised for that purpose, which 
n-as duly carried. John Kinney mo\-ed to adjourn till the next Monday to 
make arrangements to build. which carried. At the adjourned meeting 
Messrs. Lance. Mosher and \L7. W. Preston were elected a building com- 
mittee to  see to the erect~on of a school building according to the plans 
and specifications of the board. 

On N a y  I .  1864. Ellen L. i i~ood~vorth n-as contracted with to  teach 
the school. In September the district met and voted to raise thirt!--five dollars 
I .  ioi cnntingent pni-poses. one hundred dollars for teachers' \\ages and thirty- 

t\\-o dollars to pay the indebtedness of the district. The erection of the 
school building was let to H. T. Sherman for eight hundred and forty- 
sel-en dollars. 

There n-as paid to the teacher. Mrs. \Voodworth. during 1864 at one 
time thirty-Six dollars and fifty cents. and at  another time thirty-four dollars 
and tn-enty-fil-e cents. and to C. E Preston, ninety-six dollars. as teacher in 
the old log sch001 building, and to Mr. Kinney sixteen dollars and fifty cents 
for rent. Then they moxed into the ne\\ building and on the 25th day of 
September. 1865. they contracted u-ith Miss Lydia M. Frary to teach ten 
\\-eeks of school at fix dollars and t\\-enty-fire cents per 11-eek. ;\t the same 
date the board established the following test-books to be used in the school: 
Orthography. \k-ebster's Dictionary: reading books. Sanders' series of Union 
Readers : Greene's Elements of English Grammar : Clark's Rhetoric and 
Composition : Kane's Elements of Criticism : Wilson Treatise on Punctua- 
tion: Dayis' Sen- School Arithmetic and Davis' University -1rithmetic: 
Mitchell's Outline Maps and School Geography: 11:ilson's History of t$e 
United States ; Wells' Satural Philosophy : ifTood's Botany : IVayland.'s 
Moral Science. 
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After the term o i  Miss Frary expired, S. E. Clay was hired to  teach 
for some time and on May 14, 1866, said Clay was contracted with to teach a 
summer term of sixteen weeks at  thirty-five dollars per school month. 

At  the annual school meeting in September, 1866, Cornelius Bennett 
was elected director and Nelson Mosher as moderator. I t  IT-as moved that 
we have five months of winter school and by a male teacher. and that we 
have four months' summer school. Also that we raise one dollar per scholar 
to pay teachers' xvages. I t  was also fixed that the winter term should com- 
mence on the second Monday in October and that it he taught b>- S. E. Clay. 

-At the annual school meeting for 1867. J. >I. Hursh was re-elected 
assessor. and it mas decided that they have five months' v h e r  and four 
months' summer school. and that the teacher be a man. -Also that they raise 
two dollars per scholar for teachers' wages. and that they raise twenty cents 
per scholar for a dictionary. ' The annual school meeting for 1868 \\-as 
simply a repetition of the former year as to  length o i  schooi and by whom 
to be taught, as \?-ell as the amount that should he raised per scholar for 
teachers' wages. TVallace T,Tr. Preston xyas elected director. On the 30th 
of So\-ember. 1868. the district made a contract with Christopher Columbus 
Foutcli to teach the school. to commence on that day and continue ior four 
months at fifty dollars per month. -And the nest May Charles Curtis was 
en1plo~-ed to teach four months' summer school at fifti- dollars per tnonth. 
beginning on the 19th day of -1pril.. 1569. 

The matters in the sci~ooi district cul~tiiiue~! to go or, aboxt as ?!ley !??.a 
for some time until the huilding became too small for the increased number 
of pupils. So at the annual school meeting of IS/-I it was moved that I. 
A. Fancher. E. G. Chatfield and C. Bennett be appointed a committee to 
make esamination. estimates and plans for an addition to the then present 
hddjng.  They accepted the task and reported at an adjourned meeting 
that an atitlition of about the same size as the original one could be built 
for seven hundred and fifty dollars. The mane!- was ordered raised and 
the committee \\as i-ecjuestc:? to cozt:-xt for 2 v l  sllperintend the h~~ilcling o i  
the adtiition. \\-ilich rile) &J. 11a::ci-s :!:ex :xx:e?. .!mrg h- a time. each 
year the annual school meeting voting six hundred and fift!- tlollais ior 
teachers' wages until the year IS/-j, when H. H. Graves suggested that the 
district should begin to look for\\-ard to the time vhen \I-e should need more 
room and that no\\- \\-as the time to procure lots. -4 committee was appointed. 
but nothing \\-as finally accomplished in that direction. 

In ~ S j j  the school census \\-as one hundred and sixteen and in 1876 
it had increased to two hundred and thirty-three. --\t the annual school 
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meeting a proposition was made to organize the district into a graded school 
district and. after due deliberation, it was put to a vote and H. H. Graves 
and P. I?. Dodds were appointed to count the vote, which resulted in thirty 
for and two against the proposition. 

This district being now a graded one, i t  was necessary that the meeting 
elect six trustees and this meeting, held on the 3d day of September, 1877, 
proceeded to elect M. Deveraux and John Maxwell trustees for one year, I. A. 
Fancher and P. E. Richmoi~d for two years and S. W. Hopkins and J. -q. 
Harris for three years. On the 4th of September, the trustees met and organ- 
ized by electing S. W. Hopkins, moderator, M. Deveraux, director. and I. A. 
Fancher, assessor, each for, one year. The board then proceeded to  employ 
teachers for the several departments, as follows: A. L. Deuel, as principal, 
at eighty dollars per month for nine months; Miss P. Della Pierce as  inter- 
mediate teacher at three hundred and seventy-five dollars for nine months, 
and Mary C. Vedder, to  teach the first primary department. 

The board, on the 3d of October. 1877, decided to build an addition to  
the east end of the East school. to  be thirtyeight feet long and to correspond 
to the old building. 

On account o i  the increase of students. it was found necessary to employ 
another teacher and Miss ~ r a n k i e  Reiyea was hired to teach the B primary 
department at six dollars per week. 

As the city increased in population, so also the school advanced in num- 
hersa and importance. Additions were made from time to time to the old 
school building until 1j.e liad three additions, called by Maj. J. W. Long 
"warts." Matters went on in the school until the annual school meeting of 
1880, when Mr. Deveraus introduced the following resolution: "Whereas. 
our present sclmol building has been inadequate to accoinmodate the number 
of pupils who were in attendance during the past school year. and, whereas. 
the overcrowded cljnditiori of oiii- schoo! rooms impairs the useiu!ness of our 
schooi and is i n j u r i u ~ i ~  tu tile ileaill1 ul the children : t l i c r ~ i o r ~ ,  r:sc!re?., ?y 
the legal voters of school district No. I of Union to;-xship that sai:! district 
do borrow ten thousand dollars for a term of ten years. at  a rate of interest 
not to exceed six per cent per annum, for the purpose of erecting on the site 
recently purchased lq the district a brick school building of suitable dimensions 
to accommodate the \\-ants of our gron-ing community." The resolution was 
seconcled by I. -1. Fancher and, after some discussion. on account of the late- 
ness of the hour the meeting \\-as adjourned until the next e~ening,  July: 13. 
1880. at  ser-en-thirty P. 11. to further consider and give opportunity to rote 
upon the resolution. 
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r i t  the adjourned hour the vote was taken and resulted in the adoption 
of the resolution by thirty to four votes. 

The idea of a change in the school house site had been before the people 
for some time and at  a meeting of the district as early as March 28, 1878, 
a vote was taken as to the ad\-isability of making a change, which resulted in 
favor of the proposition forty-five to t\\-enty-eight, but no place \\-as named. 
Afterward and on the heels of the first resolution, a vote was taken to move 
the site. which resulted in favor of the remoral, seventy-nine to thirteen. 
being a vote of more than two-thirds in favor. I t  was declared carried. Then 
came the question as to what place it should be removed, and the 4th of April, 
1878, was fixed for the time to settle that question. A meeting \I-as called 
and a vote taken, xvhich resulted in seventy-eight votes for block 26, Kinney's 
addition, the present site: tn-enty-eight for block 34, old plat, the 
block \\-here the Sisters' home is no\\: located: four votes for block 18. and 
two votes for block 3. Block 26 \vas declared to be the one selected, at a cost 
of one thousand three hundred dollars, as follows : six hundred and fifty dol- 
lars in one year and the balance in t \ \ - ~  years. 

The bonds were negotiated with David Preston & Company. bankers, 
of Detroit, for the net sum of ten thousancl and fifteen dollars. 

Plans and specifications were solicited and architects notified and on the 
28th daq- of September. 1880, a meeting of the board was held for the pur- 
pose of examining and choosing plans. This meeting resulted in the choice 
of the plans presented by F. W. Hollister, of Saginaw. 

Bids were then called for, for the erection of the foundation mall. 
October 13, 1880, the board met and received four bids. After considering 
the bids, the contract was awarded to J. M. Shaffer at one thousand four 
hundred eighty-nine dollars and fifty cents. the contract to be completed on or 
before November 20, 1880. February I ,  1881, the board met to  consider 
and award the contract for the erection of the superstructure. The contract 
was awarded to  Lance & Whitney at the sun1 oi  nine thousand eight hundred 
and ninety dollars. 

The building was con~pleted in 1881, at a final cost of about thirteen 
thousand five hundred dollars. To meet this deficiency, the district, on the 
14th day of July, 1882, voted to bond the district for three thousand fire hun- 
dred dollars to finish paying for the building. The rote as canvassed stood 
fourteen for to  one against the bonding. These bonds vere to draw six per 
cent. interest and were sold to David Preston & Company of Detroit for the 
snm of three thousand Sve hundred twenty-six dollars and t~ventp-five cents 
net. T ~ n c e  & Whitney having claimed for some time that by a certain mis- 
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take made in the calculations of their contract they had lost something over 
three hundred dollars and wanted the school district to reimburse them in 
that amount. the board finally, on the 28th of August, 1882. con~promised and 
allowed them three hundred dollars and closed the matter. 

The building \\-as occupied for school purposes at the opening of the 
term in September, 1882, and filled the wants of the district for a long time. 
I t  was an eight-room building. with a basement for installing a heating plant 
sufficient for the needs of the building. For the time it \\-as considered rather 
a superior building for a new county, and we justly felt proud of it. 

July 22, 1879, the position as principal \\-as tendered Henry C. \\%on 
for the coming year at a salary of six hundred dollars.' 

July j. 1880, the place of principal \\-as given to Prof. E. -\. 11-ilson at  
seren hundred dollars for the school year. with Blanche Cud\\-orth, Sellie 
Morrison and Eva Kishler as teachers. May 20. 1882. the old school buildings 
and site \\-ere sold, the buildings to Thomas Pickard for four hundred dollars 
and the site to ~ o c t o r  King for six hundred dollars. In May. 1882. M. 
Deveraus \\-as made a committee of one to look up a principal for the coming 
year, and he secured the services of Prof. H. K. Warren, n-110 continued to 
hold h e  place of priccipal for the space of one year. He ]\-\-as then engaged 
for another year. hut. receiving a better offer in Missouri. he \!-as released and 
Prof. L. -\. McLouth was engaged. 

Time rolled along as usual. the village and the school census both grow- 
ing until. at the annual school meeting held July 11. 1887. an effort \\-as made 
to induce the district to provide more school room. A report was made by 
Mr.  Dereraus for the school board to the effect that there were one hundred 
and eighty-four children on the primary list and that the room ior their ac- 
com~iiodatinn was inadequate. but as it x a s  reported that the Catholic people 
expectec! to ~Y.!I!c! a school howe for their accommodation the proposition was 
abandoned for the time and s resort to renting rooms for school purposes n-as 
continued. This continued until July 22, 1889, when a proposition was made 
to bond the district for five thousand dollars for the purpose of purchasing 
two school house sites, one in the first and one in the second n-ard. This 
proposition was placed before the district and voted upon by the electors July 
24th and carried b?- a rote of thirty-one for to fire against. 

Afterward sites were selected, one on block j .  lots 6 and j. Smith's 4- 
dition, in the first ward. and one on the corner of the southrest quarter o f  
the first block north of Kinney's residence in the third ward. The first \yard 
site was aftenvard changed to lots I and 2 of the same block. 

On August 24. 1889. the school board met and awarded the contracts for 
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the building of the tn-o ward buildings. The one in the first ward was a\\-arded 
to Nrilliam H. Carpenter for the sum of two thousand eight hui~clred dollars 
and the one in the third u-ard to Robert Ballard io r  the sum 'of tn-o thonsand 
eight hundred dollars. These \\-ere to be each four-room buildings and tn-o 
stories high, n-ith a basement under the n-hole building of sufficient height to 
admit of the putting in o i  a heating plant or plants of sufficient capacity to 
heat the building. 

This gave us sufficient school room for some time, the Catholic people 
having built a schoolho~~se on their church grounds. The time came, however. 
when. the west side being isolated somewhat on account of being on the west 
side of the Chippewa ri\.er and across the -inn -\rbor raiiroad track, it \\-as 
t h o ~ ~ g h t  best to build a school building on that side of the river. couple of 
lots were purchased of S. if?. Hopkins to-wit : Lots r and 2, block 10, Hopkins 
& Lyons' addition to  the city of hIt. Pleasant, and a school building was erect- 
ed of sufficient capacity to  acconxnodate about forty pupils. These buildings, 
with the training school of the Kormal. have kept us pretty \yell equipped for 
school room all along up to 1906 or '07, \\-hen the school board began to feel 
the necessity of more room. They had introcl~~ced into the high school a 
course of business education. consisting of stenography, typewriting and corn- 
mercial arithmetic. and had begun to.imroduce z coxse of manual traininz. 
and were contemplating a course of domestic science, xvith more apparatus for 
the science department. n-hich to the board meant a great deal more room. 
They therefore began to save n-here they could and \\.ere aMe to lay by a 
considerable sum without increasing to a great extent the burden of school 
taxation until. in 1908, a proposition was made by the school board that the 
tiisti-ict hond itseli for the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be added to n-hat 
had k e n  accumulated and with said funds proceed to build an addition '10 the 
3 .  nigh sciiod 'iiiiikliiig an:! q z i p  it SO that domestic science and manual training 
cotlid be taugilt a i d  5s that cr;r commercia! deprtment could also haye better 
facilities and be in the high school building. The proposition x a s  ivell re- 
ceived by the people. The proposition to bond being submitted to the people. 
they voted the amount of ten thousand dollars without an:; hesitancy. The 
bonds were negotiated through Detroit parties. Fisher Brothers. of Pontiac. 
hlichigan. \\-ere an-arcled a contract for plans and specifications : John T.  Hidy 
\\.as an-arded the contract for the construction of the building. except the heat- 
ing and plumbing, the'heating being let to the Leitolt Iron \Vorks. of Grand 
Rapids, and the pl~unbing to J. B. Clark. of Xt. Pleasant. The whole cost 
of the building complete \\-as about t\\-ent!--two thousand dollars. The builcl- 
ing is complete in its arrangement and ought to suppl!- all needful \\-ants 
of the district for a long time. 
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In carrying out our intention of a full report of the schools n-e believe 
that we should make suitable mention of what the ward and training schools 
are doing in the way of laying the foundation to the higher education in the 
high school and the norma!. All of the lower grades are taught in these 
grade schools as 11-ell as in the training school. 

Prof. John Kelley has the superintendence of the training school and, 
with the aid of the faculty of the school, is doing a good work. The faculty 
is as follows: Critic teacher in the first grade. Frances Burt ;  in the second 
grade, Emma Robertson. B. S.: third grade. Louis Wilson: fourth grade. 
Carrie A. Proctor: fifth grade, Myrta Wilson; sixth grade. Emma L. Hol- 
brook, A. B., B. Ph.  : seventh grade. Mrs 34. I. Termant: eighth grade. Lulu 
B. Chase. 

In the Fancher school Ida Crego is principal and teacher in the seventh 
grade; Loretta McDonald, sixth grade; Mrs. Francis Jamison, fifth grade. 
The eighth grade has been moved to the high school building. with Fred 
Everest as teacher. In  the Kinney school, Miss Nellie Ballaster is the prin- 
cipal and teacher in- the first grade, with Emma Pybus in the second grade. 
Agnes Nelson in the third grade and Elizabeth Suilivan in the fourth grade. 
In the West Side school there is Miss Mary McGuire as teacher, with first, 
second. third and fourth grade classes. 

These are all supervised by the superintendent of the schools of the city. 
With this outfit duly arranged and with the proper material in the hands 
of the teachers. it may safely be taken for granted that good work will be 
d o n e p e r h a p s  not all that the advanced thinkers of the times n-ouid \\-ish. 
hut approximately so. I t  must be taken into account that while some are 
anxious that we shouid go faster, others are feeling that the world is too fast 
now and that it n ould be better that n e go s!oa ly and feel our way. 11-e 
think the best is none too good and that the trend of the times is to move for- 
ward just as  fast as we can feei that our ground is firm and stabie. 

THE SHEPHERD SCHOOL. 

The school at Shepherd is one that deserves a special notice, not because 
it is so much better than the others, but more on account of its size and 
prominence in the county. Its evolution has been something like the one at 
>It. Pleasant. It started in a very humble way and has had a gentle ai?d 
steady growth according to the growth of the village. I t  was incubated a s  a 
log school house and remained in that line for a numlxr of years and then 
when Salt River village obtained some prominence. the log structure was dis- 
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posed of and a frame building erected in the village, that remained until just 
recently. When it had ceased to  be of.sufficient capacitj- for the needs of the 
district, the good people. who are always alert as to the best interests of the 
rising generation, took it upon themselves to  erect a fine brick structure of 
sufficient size to meet the needs of the district for many years to come. Thej- 
purchased a site in a central and convenient place in the village and erected a 
fine structure costing complete something like fifteen thousaj~d dollars. 

The school has a superintendent and a preceptress, with Lou H. Melson 
teaching the seventh and eighth grades, Grace Stmble in the fifth and sixth 
grades, Edna Brown teaching third and fourth grades and Vera Boyer in the 
first and second grades. The superintendent is George I. Leavengood and 
the preceptress is Alta Prescott. Mrs. Allen Orser has charge of the kinder- 
garten and Ivah Maher teaches music and drawing. 

The school has in all ten grades and the superintendent and the precep- 
tress take care of the two upper grades, so it will be seen that they are nearly 
up to high school standard; this will be reached in a short time. when the 
school will be full fledged. 

If the unit system shall prevail in this county, there will be no reason why 
there shall not be established in Shepherd a full fledged high school and then 
it can be equipped with all of the modem appliances for more extended work 
and with better success. There is nothing like a school room equipped n-ith 
all of the appliances that are necessary for the best results. 

MT. PLEASANT HIGH SCHOOL. 

The high school of the city of Mt. Pleasant is rated among the foremost 
in the state. I t  is on the accredited list of the University of Michigan and 
also of the North Central Association of Secondary Schools. This means 
that zur grzduates zre admitted without examination (provided they have 
purxcd  :he conrse required fcr  entrance to the chosen department) to any 
college or  university in Uichigan and the xorth Central states. The faculty 
of ten teachers is composed of men and \\-omen 11-ith college or university 
training and of proved experience. Its graduates are making good in the 
various activities of life, ancl have proved themselves an honor to their school 
and city. 

-4 library of one thousand five hundred volumes and a reading room. 
where a goodly number of the best ancl latest inagazines may all\-ays be 01)- 
tained, offer excellent facilities for research or reference work. The physical. 
biological. and chemical laboratories are fitted up \I-it11 all the latest modern 
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appliances and are equipped with the best modem apparatus that science de- 
mands. The manual training and domestic science departments are thorough- 
ly up to date, with complete modern equipment. and are proving of great inter- 
est and benefit to the school. The gymnasium, equipped for basket ball and 
all indoor gymnastic athletics, furnishes a fine place for the bops and girls 
to dereIop good sound bodies. All these conveniences and advantages, to- 
gether with the beautiful new building and the campus. with its shaded la\\-ns. 
and the tennis courts, and the excellent school spirit existing in the city, make 
a monument that any community may n-ell be proud of. 

The high school aims to meet and satisfy the needs and demands of its 
students and patrons, and to that end offers the follo\ving COL~-ses: Literary 
(admitting to University of Michigan) : engineering (admitting to University 
of Michigan) : commercial: manual training: domestic science. Several of 
these courses are discussed to greater length in the articles \vhich follow. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

The general course o i  study as pursued in the Mt. Pleasant high school 
is as follo\vs : 

Ninth Grade or Freshman Year-First semester. required. Engiish. 
algebra: elective, ancient history. Latin. bookkeeping. zoology-, mechanical 
drawing and manual training. Second semester, required. English. algebra : 
elective. ancient history. Latin. bookkeeping. botany. mechanicai drawing and 
manual training. 

Tenth Grade or Sophomore Year-First semester. required. English. 
algebra ; e1ecti.i-e, moclern history, Latin. physical geography. manual training. 
bookkeeping, co~nrnercial arithmetic, typewriting. mechanical drawing. Sec- 
ond semester. required, Engiisii. geonlelr!;: eleciii-e. iiioderii history. Latii;, 
physical geography. nianuai ti-aining, i~ook'aeeping-. coillillrrciai aritill~leiiz. 
typewriting. mechanical drawing. 

Eleventh Grade or Junior Year-First semester. required. English, geom- 
etry. physics: elective. English history. Latin, &rman, sewing. tppewriting, 
stenography. Second semester. required. English. geometry, physics : elective, 
English history, Latin. German, sewing, typewriting. stenography. 

T \~e l f th  Grade or Senior Year-First semester, required. English: elec- 
tive. Amerian history and civics. Latin. German, chemistrp, s tet~ograph~, 
cooking, sewing. Second semester, required. English: elective. -American 
history and civics, Latin, German. chemistrj-. business practice. trigonometerq-. 
cooking. sewing. 
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THE COMMERCIAL DEPARTMEKT. 

The commercial department of the high school is one of its most im- 
portaut assets. The aim of the department is to prepare students for active 
~vork in the commercial T\-orld, and toxvai-cls this end offers courses in book- 
kzeping, type\vriting and stenograph!-. These subjects are pursued through 
a period of two years each. and are so correlated n-ith the work of the academic 
department as to constitute a regular commercial course. estending over the 
usual four years of the high school course. -Iny student completing this 
suggested course is granted z high school commercial diploma. The depart- 
ment is equipped \\-ith seven L. C. Smith & Ercthers typewriters, all of the 
latest manuiacture, and every student is given at  l e ~ s t  tn.o hours daily prac- 
tice during the tn-o years required for this subject. S o  difficulty has been 
experienced in securing positions for capable and XI-orthy graduates from this 
department. In fact the positions seek them rather than the reverse, and in 
several instances students ha!-e stepped into positions before completing the 
course. This policy is not encouraged, hen-ever-in fact. is discouraged. 
Students taking this cominercial work are advised to complete the regular 
coorse, thus laying a broader foundation for their life work and securing a 
diploma to :ho~~- for their preparation. 

M-ASUAL TRAIXIKG .\KD DOMESTIC SCIENCE 

In 1907 the board of education, realizing that the public schools should as 
tar as  possible meet and solve the ever increasing needs and demands of a 
gron-ing community, resol~ed upon the introduction of a department of man- 
ua! training into the high school. .I room xvas accordingly fitted up in the 
high school building and equipped \\-it11 benches and a complete outfit for 
\\-nrk. mechanical draxving and cabinet making. So much interest and en- 
thusiasm was manifested among the students and parents and so s~1ccessiu1 
n-as the department in the character of the I\-ork turned out that in 1909 the 
course was introduced into the lower grades also. and today the work runs 
through the first ten grades of the public schools. To  fully realize the great 
educational and practical value of the department, it is only necessary to look 
in on the boys as they are at work in the school shop, to see their earnestness 
and enthusiasm. to  note the b~isiness-like atmosphere, and to inspect their 
o r .  Manual training is educating them to a true conception of the dignity 
and honor of labor and the laborer. 

In keeping xvith the spirit of the times. the board, in 1909. introduced into 
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the grades and high school a depzrtment of domestic science, n-hich should do 
for the girls what manuaI training was doing for the boys. -1 room was 
fitted up for this purpose in the new high school building with a complete 
modern equipment for cooking and sewing. This equipment consists of one 
large Kalamazoo gas range. one large kitchen cabinet, one large cooking 
table fitted up with twelve individual gas plates, lockers, and all necessary 
culinary utensils, one large sewing cabinet, one large sewing table, and three 
sewing machines. A class of twelve in cooking can be accomn~odated at 
one time. In  the sewing classes the number might run as high as twenty or 
twenty-five. The results have been as gratifying as those from the manual 
training department. The  girls have been made to realize that no school snb- 
ject can rate higher than sewing and cooking, that no other sub,ject can ap- 
proach these studies in interest and power. They have discovered the great 
truth of the following paragraph taken from Ruskin's "Ethics of the Dust :" 
"To be a good cook means a knowledge of all fruits and, herbs. of balms and 
spices, of all that is healing and sweet in grove and field, savory in meats. 
I t  means willingness, carefulness, inventiveness and readiness of appliance. 
I t  means much tasting and no wasting. I t  means the sz l l  of our great- 
grandmothers and the science of modern chemists. I t  means French taste, 
Fnglish thoroughness and Arabian hospitality. I t  means, in short. that the!; 
must always be ladies (literally loaf givers), and see to it that we all have 
something nice to eat." 

Finally, manual training and domestic science are instilling into the minds 
of the boys and girls a better understanding of and a greater and nobler love 
and respect for the industrial side of life. are giving them a keener perception 
of real art. are placing them in closer harmony with every-day life, and are 
giving them a hand and an eye training which wiI1 better fit them for life's 
duties. 

MECHANICAL DRAWING. 

The aim of this course is to develop the reasoning powers, strengthen 
inventive and constructive ability, instil in the pupils a love for systematic. 
precise and neat work, and give them the ability to  draft an exact and accurate 
representation of any article of furniture they intend to construct in their 
manual training work. The course offered in the high school covers a period 
of two years. 

Ninth Grade-Practice with drawing instruments; lettering, principall\- 
freehand right line lettering: geometric constructions : working drawings. 

Tenth Grade-Orthographic projections : (a )  simple projections. (b) 
advanced projections : practical problems: isometric and cabinet projections. 
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MANUAL TRAINIKG. 

This course covers a period of tn-o years and deals with the principal 
joints used in n-oodwork. They are applied in the construction of pieces of 
furniture selected by the pupil with the approval of the teacher. The Xvork at 
the bench is supplemented by lectures and discussions on the uses of various 
joints, on tools and on materials used in the work. 

Ninth Grade-Joints Involved: Do\\-el joint, glue joint. mortise and 
tenon joint, mitre joint, halving, gaining. Operations: Making a ~vorking 
drawing to a fixed scale of the article of furniture to be constructed; funda- 
mental processes, as planing, sawing. etc. ; laying out dowel joint : laying out 
mortise and tenon joint; jointing and gluing : housing : mitering ; assembling : 
scraping; clamping; finishing. Projects : Stand. plate rack, foot stool. screen. 
shelf, drawing board. moulding board, tabouret. blacking stand. umbrella 
rack. book shelf, book rack, picture frame. Demonstration: Demonstration 
of the methods of Iaying out and constructing the joints: gluing and the use 
of damps ; finishing ; plane adjustment : steps in planing : shop ethics : bits and 
boring: sharpening saws and their action: care of the tools. Outside Study: 
The uses, characteristics. and growth of oak. ash, cypress, bassc-ood. and 
pine; timber and its conversion into lumber. 

Tenth Grade-Joints Involved : Dovetail joint : panel joint : pin joint ; 
other modifications of the mortise and tenon joint. Operations : \'l-orking 
drawing ; general cabinet construction. Projects : Book racks, magazine 
rack, library table, round table, sewing table. piano bench. book case, desk. 
morris chair, telephone stand, settee. divan, work bench, tooi chest, clock. fire- 
less cooker. Demonstrations: Demonstration of the different problems met 
\\-it11 in cabinet work : shop methods. Outside Study : Glue : manufacture of 
toois; the problem of forestry; uses. characteristics and gron.th of cherrv. 
mahogany, walnut. el-rony. and rare cabinet ~ o o c l s  : commercial methods : man- 
ual 

its 

training courses. 

DOXESTIC SCIESCE-GESER.11. COOKER\' 

Principles of cookery and the object in cooking. 
Study of air. \\-ater and food. the three essentials to life. 
Thorough study ot' heat. efTects of heat. transference of heat. air and 

gases. 
Kitchen equipment. 
11-eighing and measuring ingredients. 
Chemical-animal and x egetable. 
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CLASSIFIC.4TIOX-FIRST TERM. 

Study of Carbohydrates-Cereals. flour mixtures, sugars, vegetables. 
Cereals-Their classification, composition and preparation for market; 

the properties of starch and effect of high and low temperature; digestion of 
cereals and their use in the body: a discussion of nutritive value in proportion 
to cost; combination of cereals with other foods ; preparation of cereal dishes. 

Flour Mixtures-Study of flour mixtures f o l l o ~ s  cereals. I t  includes 
the kinds and manufacture of flour. sources, manufacture and uses of leavens, 
general classification of flour mixtures into batters and doughs; the methods 
of cooking with regard to the digestibility and nutritive value; preparation of 
flour mixtures. 

Sugars-Relation of sugars to starch. their classification and cheinical 
value; source, manufacture and dietetic ralue; the effect of I-arjous degrees 
of heat on sugar; fermentation: cost of sugar in relation to its food value: 
preparation of sugar dishes. 

Vegetables-Classification. season. cost. care. preparation. methods of 
and reason for cooking: digestibility. nutritive d u e  and combination with 
other foods: all is accompanied by practical work. 

S E C O S D  TERM. 

Beverages, proteins. fats and oils, mineral matter. 
Beverages-Study of tea. coffee. cocoa and chocolate; studied as to 

source. kinds. preparation for market. physiological effects. the proper methods 
of preparation and the cost: the different beverages are prepared in class. 

Proteins (contained in all animal fooc1)-Study of meats. poult~y, fish. 
eggs. milk and cheese: in meats. the study of albumen. gelatinoids and ex- 
tracts are had. 

Meats-The kinds. cuts and characteristics of good meat, methods of 
pr~pzrati3n z c !  w t ~ i t i ~ - e  va11i~ according to cut ; digestibility: combination of 
meat with other foods; preparation of meat dishes and sen-ing. 

Fish-Classification: con~position. structure and selection according to 
season; digestibility and nutritix-e value : preparation. 

Poultry-Classification, as domestic f o ~ l  and game: selection of and, 
nutritive value ; preparation and sen-ing. 

Eggs-Structure and composition of eggs : tests for freshness and preser- 
vation: digestibility and nutritive ralue : cost of eggs as a protein food; 
preparation of egg dishes. 
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Milk-Composition. nutritive value and digestibility of milk; preserva- 
tions and adulterations; preparation of milk dishes; study of milk products, 
cream. butter and cheese; cost and nutritive value of the above. 

Cheese-Varieties and manufacture ; digestibility and nutritive value ; 
preparation of cheese dishes. 

Fats and Oils-Fats and oils are classified as animal and vegetable. A 
study is made of source, composition. digestibility and preservation. Nethods 
of cooking in fat are practiced. 

hIinera1 Matter-Study of ciifferent sources of mineral matter and the 
uses of it in the body. 

Fruit and Preservation-Study of different fruits: nutritire value, sea- 
son, cost. digestibility; preserving, canning, jelly and jam making: pickling. 

During the year one day a I\-eek has been given for the special study of 
marketing. serving, house plans and household economics. 

Narketing-Study of food materials \\-it11 regards to season. cost, selec- 
tion and care. Students al-e to find out the prices for themselves. ITihen 
meals are prepared and served students are given practice in marketing. 

Serving-Includes zll that pertains to the serring of meals, duties of 
hostess, setting of table. and manners of serving different meals. 

House Plans (especially the kitchen)-To gil-e the girls a better idea of 
economy of time. energy. and strength in daily care of the house. 

Household Economics-Study of sanitation : cleansing agents and their 
rrse especially in the kitchen; dich xwhing :  lighting. \-entilation and heating: 
plumbing and drainage. 

SE\VIKG. 

If sen-ing has not been had in the grades some elementary sewing must 
be given. 

T .  Lessons on materials-Xeedles : various kinds and sizes to corre- 
spond with thread: cost of needles. Thimbles: use of thimlies. Scissors and 
shears : nr ious  styles and sizes : use. cost and difference between. Cloth : the 
t!?!-e?c!~ p i  cloth. wary, and xvoof: what is the selvage. the ran- edge; the true 
bias: its use: to distinguish the different kinds of cloth. the widths. cost and 
durability. 

-7. Lessons on the different stitches. plain and ornamental: the apply- 
ing of the different stitches: hems: seams: gathering and putting into bands: 
plackets and button holes. 

3. Lessons on clams and patch n-ork: darning on cotton or wool: bias. 
overcast and underset pzitches. 
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The course of sewing in the high school takes in the making of all the 
different underm-ear, corset cover, drawers, night dress and white skirt, the 
making of a tailored shirt waist and a simple dress. 

Under each garment comes as follows: Design of garments. Discus- 
sion of materials, amount to  be used and cost. Taking of measurements. 
Draft of patterns. Cutting of garments. Correct way of making the gar- 
ments. 

At  the end of the year and at Christmas, some design work is given and 
applied to different articles such as pillow tops, table runners. curtains, bags. 
center pieces, etc.. either in embroidery or  stencil work. 

After plain sewing has been had. if the girls wish to  continue their work, 
an advanced class is given which includes the making of finer underri+ear. a 
finer dress, embroidery, stencil work, designing, etc. 

PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 

It is the intention of the board of education to establish in the near future 
a department of agriculture in the high school. People no longer look upon 
agriculture as  an occupation which anyone may undertake, but recognize it as 
a decidedly scientific business enterprise. Tt requires as much brains to run a 
faml successfu!ly as it does to run a large department store or manufacturing 
establishment or  any other commercial enterprise. The aim of this agricul- 
tural course will be to give those boys who cannot go to a higher insti- 
tution of learning and who expect to make farming their business, as broad 
and as scientific a knowledge of this great industry as is possible in a high 
school. The board believes it will be one of the most important and most 
profitable courses offered in the high school. 

The work will cover a period of four years and vill be so correlated with 
the other ~ o r k  of the high school that any student completing the suggested 
coursc T?!! ?x granted a high ~choo! ;?gl-ic~ilt~iral diploma. While the work 
has not yet been fully outlined, it will undoubtedly cover the following points. 

First Year-First semester, botany : second semester. agricultural botany. 
Second Year-First semester, crops: second semester, horticulture and 

entomology. 
Third Year-First semester. l i ~ e  stock and dairying; second semester. 

soils. 
Fourth Year-First semester, lice stock improvement; second semester. 

farm management, farm mechanics, poultry. 
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GRADUATES OF HIGH SCHOOL. 

CLASS OF 1880. 

E. -4. Wilson. Principal. 
Flora A. Bouton. 
Kittie G. Fessenden-Wilson. 
Harmine H. Dodds (dec'd) 
.Anna E. Myers (dec'd). 

J. \I7. Harris. Superintendent. 
-1. D ~ ~ i g h t  Kennedy. 
May Loveland Sherman. 
John J. Richmond. 

CLASS OF 1881. 

E A. IVilson, Principal 
Byron B. Lon-er. 
Will Taylor. 
Worth Preston. 

CLASS OF 1882. 

E. -1. Wilson. Superintendent. 
KO graduates. 

H. K. Warren. Superintendent. 
No graduates. 

L. A. NcLouth. Principal. 
Helen Sterling Bowen (dec'd) . 
Ellen Maxwell (dec'd) . 
Anna M. Moss. 
May Lower (dec'd). 

j. it7. Harris. Superintendent. 
S o  list of graduates. 

(11) 

G. -4. Sharton, Superintendent. 
Edna >I. Bouton-JIeneng. 
Sarah Gorham-Balmer. 
Stratton D. Brooks (superintendent 

Boston schools). 

J. L. Skinner. Principal. 
Kittie Duel-Gram-ille (Saginan-) . 
Carrie Coons--4llenbaugh. 
Bessie R. Wightman (drawing 

teacher in Sormal). 
Michael Leahy (Medical Lake. 

11-ash ) . 
Louise Garrett (stenographer. De- 

t . - .  ,Olt, \I: A ,ch.). 

-1nna E. Preston-?\Iitcliell (Battle 
Creek. M~ch.)  . 

Fred Belhnger. 

Orion Burdick (real estate. Shep- 
herd. Mich.) . 

Lizzie Loomis. 

CLASS OF 1890. 

Kora Bellard (dec'd). 
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Gertie Robinson. 
Princie Peak-Carnahan. 
Maggie Richmond. 

H. G. Blodgett, Superintendent. 
Mabel I. Bishop, Principal. 
Della Burdick (dec'd) . 
Edna Saunders. 
Mamie Kinney. 
Einina Saxton (teaching in De- 

troit). 

H .  G. Biodgett, Superintendent. 
W. M. Sherrick, Principal. 
Joe McCue (physician in Hudson, 

Mich.). 
James Kennedy. 
Frank Russel (general entertainer. 

Ashland, Ohio). 
* Clara Hunter-Butcher (Vassar. 

Mich.). 
Ethel Conlogue (milliner. Cleve- 

land. Ohio). 
Herbert Rose (attorney. Chicago). 
Christina Sterlmg-Vowels. 

CLASS OF 1893. 

James Butcher (lumber. Detroit). 
Lester Iiinney (dec'd). 
Belle Miller. 
Claude Tremper (dec'd) . 
Mason Barnborough (attorney, 

Chicago). 
Beulah Kimball (dec'd). 

Etta Smith. 
-iddie Thayer-Dayton-Coons ( Aher- 

deen, Wash.). 

Patrick H. Kelly, Superintendent 
Mabel I. Bishop. Principal. 
Pauline Foster (Spokane, Wash.). 
Bernard Richmond (physician, 

Terre Haute, Ind.). 
John McGann (dentist. Ionia, 

Xich.). 
Fred Vowels (rural carrier. Wt. 

Pleasant). 

CLASS OF 189;. 

Patrick H. Kelly, Superintendent. 
Mabel I. Bishop. Principal. 
Allen Dusenberry (real estate, S e w  

Orleans. La.). 
Elizabeth Dusenberry-Loomis (Bat- 

tle Creek. Mich.). 
Bruce Short (attorney. Seattle, 

Wash.). 
Janet Doughty-Hornung (Michigan 

City. Ind.). 
Mabel Vowels (Detroit. ;LIich.). 
Raymond Collins (~~ostoffice clerk. 

Mt. Pleasant). 
Jesse Parker (physician. Ox-OSSO, 

Mich.). 
John Sours (druggist. Oliret. 

Mich.). 
Thomas Barnborough (dentist). 

Patrick H. Ke!ly. Superintendent. 
Mabel I. Bishop. Principal. 
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Ward Abbot Butcher (lumber, De- 
troit). 

Mary Adeline Cassady-Butcher. 
Grace Ruth Thayer. 
Maude Louise Bergy. 
Pearle Mae Carnahan (bookkeeper, 

Mt. Pleasant). 
Robert James McCann (dentist). 
-4lice Mae Brown. 
Grace Beth Dayton (teacher, Del 

Rio, Tex.). 
.\lice Leroy Nelson-Fitch (Socorro. 

W. Va.). 
Robert Joseph Kane. 
Howard Monroe James. 
Raymond Alberta Horning (dentist. 

Muskegon. Mich.) . 
Josephine Almira Jameson-Lablond 

(teacher). 
Helen Cornell Jeffords-Kinch (Pon- 

tiac, Mich.) . 
Mary Mabel Slater. 
-4nna B. Preston. 
Hannah M. Shorts. 
Ella Kelly. 
Addie Dayton. 
Eva Hawley. 
-Amriila Korton. 
Sophia Bunn. 
Laura Kinney. 
Clara Saunders. 
EfXe Bozer. 
Emma Saxton. 
Lucy Whitlock. 
Carrie Simpson. 
Gertrude Robinson. 
Mary McCue. 
Eva McAllister. 
Charle: F. Gambling. 

Patrick H. Kelly. Superintendent. 
H. A. Graham, Principal. 
Jessie Almira Manners (teacher. 

Detroit). 
Clare Dean-Neamier. 
John Franklin Gardiner (dec'd) . 
Iva Julany Ellis (dec'd). 
Fannie Elizabeth Partridge (Ithaca) 
Franklin Fraser Potter (professor, 

Ann Arbor). 
-4nna Ethel Slater. 
Lillian May Vowels (dec'd) . 
Edith May Gulick-Terrel. 

CLASS OF 1898. 

Patrick H.  Kelly, Superintendent. 
C. F. Tambling, Principal. 
Corylin Burr. 
Nellie Bennett-Wood (Los h g e l e s ,  

Calif.). 
Minnie Coffey. 
Frank Dusenberry (attorney, Mt. 

Pleasant). 
Luella Dimon. 
Florence Kennedy. 
-4nna Murtha-Rogers (San Fran- 

cisco. Calif.). 
Raiph Case. 
Eme Cainpbeii. 
Emma Clark (East Lake). 
Ralph Renu-ick. 
Faith Robinson. 
Bessie Slater (Porto Rico). 
Perry Shorts (insurance. Saginan-. 

Mich.) . 
Clyde Sheline (dentist. Xt. Pleas- 

ant). 
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Maude Wightman (teacher). 
Tilden Whitney. 
Blanche Garvin. 
Ross McDonald. 
Floyd Oliver (banker. Fanrell. 

Mich.). 
Daisy 1Vells. 
Bernice Cook-11-ells (Clare). 

W. V. Sage. Superintendent. 
IVill Anderson (banker. Shepherd, 

Mich.). 
Roy Barnmn (hypnotist). 
Herbert Bailey (painter, hlt. Pleas- 

ant). 
Ross Dusenbury (banker). 
Mabel Garrison. 
Grace Hall. 
Virgil'ine Ds~ght~--Col!ii;~. 
Grace Jameson--4ckennan (teacher. 

Lansing). 
Harry Miller (Editor Cmlvler). 
Dennis Naloney. , 

Jennie McDonald. 
IVill McDonald. 
Dora Ruegesegger. . 

P.!!~?I She!dor? (engineer. 11-ashing- 
+n- J L"" / . 

Louvene Smith. 
George 117. Taylor. 
Elton Young. 
Erarard 1Vilson. 
Anna Kerns. 

Francis Richmond (teacher. De- 
troit). 

Belle Richmond (teacher. Detroit). 
Gertrude Ayling. 
Fanny Brown. 
Hattie Clark. 
Richard Curtis (Sand Point. Idaho). 
Mabel Gray (teacher. Seattle). 
Walter Hamilton. 
Bessie Houghton. 
Florence Phiel. 
Ethei Redfield. 
Glen Riley (real estate. X t .  Pieas- 

ant). 
Walter Snider (real estate. ex- 

mayor, Mt. Pleasant). 
Clarence Meade. 

CLASS O F  1901. 

W. V. Sage, Superintendent. 
Se!!a Marian Barnurn (dec'd) . 
J. Frank Collins. 
Fabian B. Dodds (attorney. Spo- 

kane. Wash.). 
Charles W. Gibbs. 
Nellie E. Maurer-Rosencranz. 
Edith A. Morrison-Gibbs. 
Nellie G. Pixley. 
Hazel D. Saylor. 
Charles K. W. Southn-ick (dentist. 

>It. Pleasant). 
Archie R. Gilpin (teacher. Cheboy- 

gan). 
Nellie Kennedy. 

11'. V. Sage. Superintendent. 
1V. V. Sage, Superintendent 
M. M. Sherrick, Principal. 

- :  
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Olive Bergy-Wager (Beaverton, 
Mich.) . 

Will Cox (dec'd). 
Mabel Cox-Allen (Florida). 
Dalph Clark (teacher). 
Blanche Doughty (teacher, Grand 

Rapids). 
Robert Hidey (engineer. Detroit). 
Harry Hudson (postoffice clerk, 

Mt. Pleasant). 
Ethel Johnson (teacher, Lansing). 
Johanna Leaton-Caldwell (Berke- 

ley, Calif.). 
Sadie Murtha-Clark (San Fran- 

cisco, Calif.). 
Lee Newton (teacher). 
Mary Royal (Des Moines, Iowa). 
Lester Royal (Des Moines. Iowa). 
Lulu Stanton-Mosher. 
Blanche Wright-Walker. 
Charles D~mlap. 
Bessie Elmore. 
Harry Maurer (teacher. Lansing). 
Ruby Russell (music teacher, San 

Diego. Calif.). 
Harry Smith (cartoonist. Chicago). 
Cora Shafer (teacher). 
Fred Young (implements. Sas- 

katchelvan) . 
De Be Voise Royal (Des Moines. 

Ia.). 
Bertha Lee (teacher). 
Michael Rrondstetter (teacher). 
Harold Kellogg (vocalist. New 

York City). 

CLASS OF I903  . 

I?'. V. Sage. Superintendent. 

Ralph Wayne Dusenbury (second 
lieutenant U. S. Army). 

Samuel H. Hess (teacher). 
Mildred Hess (teacher). 
Ralph Harris (bakery, Mt. Pleas- 

ant). 
Tim P. Jainison (professor, Clifton, 

-%riz.). 
Hazel Livingston (teaching). 
Sophie Murtha-Barnard. 
Valentine B. Sampson-Barnum. 
hi. Warren Shorts (Seattle, Wash.). 
Earl Whitcomb. 
Zar T. Crittinden (postoffice clerk, 

Butte, Mont.). 
Mae Buffurn (teacher). 
hlattie Maude Hart  (teacher). 
Ida M. Cassady-Garvey (Detroit). 
Eolah Slater (teacher). 
Carrie L. \To~vles. 
-2nna Ratliff. 
Kittie Moore. 
Horvard D. Jeffords. 
Bertha Cooper-Kenney. 
Grant I\'. Bush (teacher). 
Earl F. Riley (civil engineer with 

Grand Western R. R.). 

CLASS O F  1904. 

\ti. V. Sage. Superintendenr. 
Edgar H. \\hire. Princlpai. 
Louise Bennett (teacher, Pasadena, 

Calif.). 
Nellie Coffin (teacher). 
Vivien Bodds-Brou n. 
Hazel Horning (teacher, Detroit). 
James K. Jamison (teacher). 
Douglas Selson (attorney, Seattle. 

Wash ) . 
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Christine Thiers (music teacher, 
Phoenix, Ariz.) . 

Pearle Myers-Youngs (Iron River. 
Mich.) . 

Frank Young (rancher. Saskatche- 
wan). 
rtle Allen-Harris. 

F i i e  Marsh (teacher. Iroiiu-ood. 
Mich.) . 

Chester Riches (banker, Mt. Pleas- 
ant). 

Faye Hankins (teacher). 
Hugh Barnard (bookkeeper and 

buyer, Chicago). 
Ethel Anderson-Keate. 
Judd Brubaker. 
William Craig. 
H o ~ a r d  Gilpin (teacher. Rogers 

City, Mich.) . 
Lewis String (dec'd) 
Ho-mrd Schnell. 
Dennis Tiffany (teacher). 
Floyd Taylor (farmer). 
Charles Keenan (insurance. Iron 

River, Mich.). 

CLASS OF IgOj .  

W. V. Sage, Superintendent. 
Edgar H .  White, Principal. 
Francis Riches (teacher). 
Gladys Struble-Leeman (Petoskey ) . 
Vera Berg. 
Lura Snider (teacher). 
Gertrude May Lee (teacher). 
Earl Miller (editor, Clifton. Xriz.) . 
Alta Prescott. 
Frances Crooks-Jamison. 
Grace McDonald-Wismer (Mid- 

land, Mich.) . 

Myron Demoray (teacher). 
Gerden McBain. 
Florence Crittenden (teacher). 
Ralph Hidey (in University of 

Michigan). 
Walter Russell (real estate, Mt. 

Pleasant). 
Walter Slater (dec'd) . 
Grace Smith-Leffingwell (OIVOSSO, 

Mich.). 
Hattie Ratliff (teacher). 
Harold Ward (teacher, Alma, 

Mich.) . 
Myrle Rowlader (teacher). 
Glen Crowley (teacher, Saginaw). 
Joseph Stevens (teacher in govern- 

ment Indian School, Carlisle, 
Penn.) . 

Marie DeWolfe (teacher). 
Grace Riley-Dersuch. 

CLASS OF 1906. 

-2 F. Wood, Superintendent. 
Charles E. White, Principal. 
Pearl -4rcher. 
Xddie Arnold-Elden (Clare. Mich ) . 
S o r a  Coffin (bookkeeper). 
Florence Coutant (teacher). 
Carrie Harrison (teacher). 
Maude Harrison 
jessie Meade (teacher. Albion). 
Harriet Nelson. 
Ruth Newberry (in Chicago Cni- 

versity ) . 
Arlie Redficld (teacher, O\vosso). 
Bernice Sherman (teacher. Char- 

levoix) . 
Marie Smindlehurst. 
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Ethel 'Taylor (teacher, Coleman) 
Ruth Thiers (teacher, Phoenix. 

Ariz.) . 
Buell Van Leuven (teacher). 
Sue Walsh (teacher). 
Grace lTTright-Rather (Ann Arbor. 

Mich.). 
Margaret McGraham (teacher. Wis- 

consin). 
Lansing Archer (teacher). 
Flossie Eurley. 
Charles Cranclall (teacher). 
Kathryn Crane (attending Normal). 
Corrvin Dickerson (basket factory). 
Phil Dusenbury (lumberman). 
Jessie Hatch (teacher. Onaway) . 
-4nna Kane. 
Gertrude Lee (teacher). 
Ivan Livingston. 
Gertrude Maurer (teacher). 
Beulah Morrison (teacher). 
Vera Parkhill (teacher). 6 

Queena Veit (teacher). 
Mayme Johnson. 
Olive Johnson. 
Bruce Stickle (professor at  Central 

Normal). 
Bernard Dersnah (real estate. Mt. 

Pleasant). 
Edna Hudson (teacher). 
Peter McFarIain (druggist. Nt. 

Pleasant). 
Mildred 11-aldron (teacher). 

CLASS OF 1907. 

Charles E. IVhite, Superintendent. 
J. W. Kelder. Principal. . 
Nora Coffin (bookkeeper. Mt. 

Pleasant). 

Florence Dixon. 
Ione Hatch (teacher). 
Howard Johnston. 
John McNamara. 
G1a:lj.a M~ller  (teacher of domestic 

science, Mt. Pleasant). 
Nellie Myers-Seff. 
Harrlet Preston (teacher. Elk Rap- 

ids. Mich ). 
Mae Richie. 
Malco!m Wardrop (teacher). 
Elmer Lyons (teacher). 
Grace Harrison. 
Liarshall Gorham (at  Ferris Insti- 

tute). 
Settie Comin (teacher). 
Cecil McFarrin. 
\Vard Ruegsegger. 
Roy Con in (attending Central 

Sormal) . 

CLASS OF 1908. 

Charles E. White, Superintendent. 
j. IT. Kelder, Principal. 
Elizabeth Bennett (in University of 

Michigan). 
Delia Briggs. 
LIyla Clark (teacher). 
IVa::ace Coiitaiit (in vnircrsi$- :;of 

Xic i~ igm) .  
Bessie Craig. 
Carrie Dean. 
Ralph Gilpin. 
Eruce Graham (teacher. Howell, 

Michigan). 
Elizabeth Harris (teacher). 
Robert Kennedy. 
Ralph Lance. 
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Archie Livingston. 
Alta Loyd (teacher). 
Jessie McDonald (clerk). 
Villa McMillan. 
Lovertie Page. 
Clarence Palmer. 
Minnie Prescott. 
Mabel Rice (teacher). 
Lottie Rowlander. 
Aura Sanford (teacher. Niles, 

Mich.) . 
Ruth Slater (teacher). 
Mildred Smith (in Xormal Sch~ol)  . 
Xina Struble (teacher). 
Frank Sweeney. 
Bertha Tice. 
Roy Whitehead (teacher). 

T. IT-. Kelder. Superintendent. 
R. S Swigart, Principal. 
Meroe Adgate. 
Hariy -4tkins. 
John Barnum. 
Jessie Baurngart. 
Blanch Bow-en. 
Herbert Brookens. 
Thor Crittenden (jewel. clerk). 
Harry Dean. 
Harold Demoray (clerk in book 

store). 
Orlo Dickerson. 
Myron Elmore. 
Mame Feather. 
Beulah Garvey. 
Glen Gerard. 
Jennie Gilchust. 
Merle Goolthrite. 

Sate Harris (in Normal School). 
Carrie Hoag (in Normal School). 
Emmot Hulihan (in Normal 

School). 
Jennie Jackson. 
Kenneth Jamison (in Kormal 

School). 
Josephine Kimball (nurse). 
Ralph McDonald. 
Stanley McGillis (in University of 

Michigan). 
Bernard Marsh. 
Ted Morgan (San Diego, Calif.). 
Ruth Orse (in Normal School). 
George Parkhill (in Normal 

School). 
Loyd Prescott. 
Delia Pope (Albion CoIlege) . 
Ella Ratliff. 
Edna Robertson. 
Oral Seipp. 
Edward Sprague. 
Allen Struble (teacher). 
Zetta Termaat-Ent. 
Phil Van Alstine. 
Ruth Van Leuven (in Normal 

School). 
Henry Van Omeron. 
Margarethe Weiler. 
Merle Woodworth (musician). 
Lucile Wright (in Normal School). 
Herman Frazer. 

J. 'CV. Kelder, Superintendent. 
R. S. Swigart, Principal. 
Edith H. Martin. Teacher. 
C. Southerland, Teacher. 
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Louise Pray, Teacher. 
Grace Fasquelle, Teacher. 
Loretta McDonald, Teacher. 
hi. Murtha. Teacher. 
Elizabeth Sullivan, Teacher. 
H.  Dutt. Teacher. 
Kathryne E. Crane, Teacher. 
Lillian B. Smith, Teacher. 
Bessie A4bbott, Teacher. 
Harry A. Craig, Teacher. 
Fred S. Eoerest, Teacher. 
Kellie Ballister, Teacher. 
Mary McGuire. Teacher. 
Lee S. Griggs, Teacher. 
Roy Cowen, Teacher. 
Gladys Miller. Teacher. 
Ruth -4uspaugh. 
Fred Barnum (in Normal School) 
Don Chamberlin (in Kormal). 
A%lice Chapman. 
Malcoln~ Crawford. 
Edinund Crawford. 
Harriet Collin. 
Gertrude Cassady (in Sormal) . 
Ida Cowin. 
Eugene Dersnah (teacher). 
Lena De Pore. 
-1deliiie De Pore. 

John Donoghue. 
Glenn Ettinger. 
James Fitzpatrick. 
Gretchen Granger (in Normal). 
Lucile Hagan (in Normal). 
Flora Holcomb. 
Ella Johnson. 
Chester Gorham (in Normal). 
?Ithold Johnston. 
IVilliam Jackman. 
Mildred Marsh (in Sormal). 
Cecil Morrison. 
Glen McGregor (Pheris Institute). 
Ethel McDonald. 
Louise Sewberry (in Sonnal). 
Ellen Neelands. 
Margueriete Preston (in Normal) 
Fred Peterman. 
Janet Renwick (in 11. -1. C.). 
Edna Ritchie. 
Sophia Tice (in Sormal). 
Blanche To\vnsend. 
Stewart Veit. 
Muton Willet. 
Harold 11-aidron. 
Nina Wooley. 
Richard Davis. 
Da\ id Barnard. 

SOME OF THE EARLY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

-Among the first schools was one taught by Mrs. Arty Walton. generally 
known as Mrs. J. B. Walton. who settled in a very early day on section 4, 
in Coe township, where the family still reside and where F. Walton, now 
supervisor of that town, was born and still lives. Mrs. Walton says she 
taught that school in 1857. using the first story of their log house as a school 
room. and taught six days in each week. receiving therefor the munificent 
sum of one dollar and twentyfive cents per week. She had for scholars the 
Bigelow children, Murphy children. Fraser and Hames children and others. 
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The old lady still lives on the place and was seventy-six years old December 
3'1, 1910. She has been hale and hearty for all these many years and never 
called a doctor until in the winter of 1909. Where is the youngster of today 
who expects to accomplish so much work with so little sickness to call them 
from their active labor ? 

The first ballot box used in the township of Coe was preserved by the 
late Judge P. H. Estee and is now in the possession of his son. P. H .  Estee, 
Jr. I t  was a rough box about eighteen by tvielve by ten inches and was made 
out of a rough board. 

The first school taught in the township of Fremont was by Grace Mc- 
Leod and the first sermon preached in the town mas by John Q. A. Johnson. 
Some of the other early school teachers in the sixties were. at the Estee or 
Drake school house, Celia E. Preston in 1863, she going over a nnle through 
the dense forest from her boarding house to the school and return. She after- 
ward taught in the school north of Salt River during 1863-4 and summer of 
1864. Her sister, Emma Preston. taught in the Payne district in the sum- 
mer of 1864. Wallace W. Preston taught in the winter of 1864-5 in the 
old Fay district. The school house was built of logs, as most of them were 
in those days, and was located on the northeast corner of section 32 in Chip- 
pewa tou-nship. 

.At Salt River there were sex-era! persons v h o  presided eyer that school 
in an early day. T .  E. Harbison was one of them and Jehial Gulick, who was 
afterward a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Peter E. Richmond, who was afternard and for a long time a physician 
at Mt. Pleasant. The first building was an old log school house situated about 
eighty rods south of the Salt River Corners. C. C. Foutch was a teacher. and 
Harry L. Voorhees, also one Harrington and Eunice Childs. 

After Salt River was platted they built a school house in the village. 
This was built of lumber instead of logs. This school house remained and 
served the people well until very recently. 

Daniel E.  Lyon taught in Salt River, also E. J. Wiley and Charles 0. 
Curtis. who was afterward county school superintendent. Also Lucy Drake 
and -4lmira Sawyer. Peter F. Dodds in his younger days was a school 
teacher. H e  commenced in Isabella count; in 1868 and taught in the 
Estee or Drake district t n o  terms or about one year. Then he went to 
Bouton district in Union township, xhere he taught first in the nen- school 
house two terms and from there went to the Williams district in the south 
part of Coe township. where he taught one term of five months. H e  then 
came to Mt. Pleasant and taught something over three years and then back 
to the Estee district for one term in the fall of 1871 
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Joseph -1. Graham taught in the Salt River district about 1876-7 and 
Hugh A. Graham about txelve years thereafter. 

F. H .  Dodds \+-as also one of the early teachers in the county. He 
commenced in about 1874, when he was but sixteen years old, and continued 
to teach in the rural districts of the county and in Mt. Pleasant for about 
three years. 

Irvin IVilliams taught in the Estee district in the sisties. Sarah Corbus 
taught in Isabella City district. John 11-. Hance taught in 1868 or '69 in 
Hance's district, east of Shepherd. and at the same time Miss Church taught 
in the district north of Hance's. 

T H E  SACRED HE;\RT SCHOOL. 

The excellent school bearing the above name is situated at Jlt. Pleasant 
and was established about 1889 and as soon as the new church had been 
sufficiently completed that they could use it for church purposes; then the 
old church building was converted into a school b~~i ld ing  and the school was 
opened August 30, 1889. 

Five Dominican Sisters from the mother house in Sew York, with 
Sister M. Lignol-i as superioress, \\-ere chosen to take charge of the school, 
which numbered at  that time about one hundred and fifty children. Since 
t!:es the school !?as gradually increased and at present it numbers three 
hundred children and nine Sisters are engaged in the work of teaching. 

The academy is now organized in six courses of study. namely: Classi- 
cal, Latin. scientific. English. music and art. Over one hundred students 
have graduated from the school since it first opened. as shown by the names 
and year of graduation in this report. 

Sister M. Alphonsus. who is at  present in charge of the academy, has 
worked in connection with it for  the past twelve or  thirteen years. has 
watched its progress step by step and has now the pleasure of knowing 
rhat it i s  affiliated with the University of Michigan, the Central State Nor- 
mal, the Ypsilanti College and Trinity College. Washington, D. C. The 
curricdum of studies and their purposes will give a good idea of the estent 
and scope of the education to be received at  the school. 

The  first introduction of the child is in the sub-primary grade and 
commences with the primer. then with the spelling, numbers, geography. 
history. language. physiology, writing. Palmer system; science, color and 
quality. These are brought, out in their more simple form, but they give 
the child an idea of the beginning of the study of matters and things so 
that at the end of the first year of their school life they are prepared to 
take up the branches in the first grade, the subjects of which are the cate- 
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chism, reading, spelling, language. numbers. geography, history, physiology, 
writing, drawing and science. This is substantially the same, only it is 
one step in advance of the last. 

The second grade is the same as to topics, adding music t o  the list and 
still advancing a little deeper into the theme than they did in the last. 

Third grade subjects are the same. escept the adding of morals and 
manners. Still advancing into the depths of the several themes still deeper. 

The fourth grade subjects are the same, except that they have substi- 
tuted arithmetic for numbers, penmanship for writing and nature study for 
science. In  the first semester they finish the third reader and during the 
second semester they enter upon the fourth reader. The third reader used 
is Renz's. I n  langnage they take up  in the first semester Metcalf's and 
proceed to  the 50th page and during the second semester master from the 
50th to the 98th page. In spelling they take up and master twelve lessons 
of Reed's word book and the second semester from the 18th to the 37th 
page. In arithmetic, first semester, Milne's, from page 136 to 187 and 
second semester from 162 to 204. In  geography, first semester. from page 
14 to 88. and second semester. the work is completed. History, Mont- 
gomery's; from page I to  60. and second semester. from page 60 to 116. 
Physiology, "The House I Live In." -And in nature study. plants-a care- 
ful study of roots. fibers : simple multiple. 

The fifth grade subjects are a continuance of the fourth except that 
penmanship is dropped and drawing. And they take up science for one 
semester. 

The sixth grade still continues most of the s~ibjects, changing history 
for sacred history and placing morals and manners in the regular course, 
and taking penmanship again. 

The sex-enth grade continues most of the former subjects and takes 
up United States history, civil go\-ernment and geometry. The  outline of 
this grade is as follon-s: Reading, fifth reader. and for second semester, 
supplementary reading. "Vision of Sir  Launfal" hnd "Evangeline," etk. 
Grammar, first semester. Harvey's Elementary Lessons in Language and 
grammar completed. Second semester. Harvey's new English grammar, 
from page I to 77. -\rithmetic, Milne's Standard. from page 231 to 262, 
and second semester. from 262 to 282. Geometry, one lesson per week and 
second semester, complete the work. Spelling. Reed's work, part 111, to  
page 129. Second semester. from 129 to 148. Physiology, Brand's e l e  
mentary. from page 173, con~pleted. and Stowel's. to page 180. United 
States history to national period. Science. electricity. sound, two semesters. 



ISABELLA COCKTY, MICHIGAS. I73 

Civil government, three recitations a week. School district, township, vil- 
lage. city, county and state officers. state government, department. etc. 

The eighth grade subjects are Christian doctrine. civil government. 
grammar, United States history, physiology, science, orthography, for the 
first semester, and for the second. arithmetic, geography. algebra. reading. 
dralving. geometry. First semester: -1rithmetic. Milne's complete, from 
bank discount to page 306. -1lgebra. addition. subtraction and multiplication. 
cnited States history (by topics) fro111 Revolutionary war to Civil war from 
\-arious authors. Ciril gorernment (Crockett's State Gorernment) to state 
constitution, page 121 .  Grammar. Harvey's Sew,  from page 77 to 1 6 7 .  Phy- 
siology. Stowel's. from page 180 to complete xvork and review. Orthography. 
from page I to 39. Reading. "Evangeline" and "Merchant of Venice." 
Second semester: Arithmetic, complete the book. .lilgebra, division. frac- 
tions to page 88. United States history. complete work and review. Civil 
government. Cocker's, to page I ji. Grammar, from 167 to the end. Physi- 
ology. complete work and revie\\-. Orthography. finish. Geography. review 
\I-ork from Frie's, Harper's and others. Reading, "SIIOK Bound." ,and 
"Courtship of Miles Standish." Music. three times a xveek. 

This in a brief way finishes the eighth grades and entitles the pupil n-ho 
has finished the work to an eighth grade certificate. 

The high school department colnprises a four-pear course with the fol- 
lowing subjects for the first year: First semester-Christian doctrine. rner- 
oric. ancient history, orthography. reviewed. Second semester-Latin. 
arithmetic. algebra. English and civil go\-ernment. 

Second year: First semester-latin. Christian doctrine, algebra. arith- 
metic reviewed. general history. English. Second semester-The same as 
the first. with arithmetic dropped. 

Third year: First semester-Christian doctrine. Latin. algebra. physics. 
general history, English, and for second semester they have Christian doc- 
trine. Latin. Engiish, history. physics, rhetoric an6 geometry. 

Fourth year : First semester-Ci~risiiall cioctrine, Latin. groii:eir>, 
complete plane. English, English history. hotany. and for the second semester. 
Christian doctrine, Latin, geometry. English. English history, botany. 

Added to these. they have a commercial course n-hich can be completed 
in three years. This course includes L-nited States history. grammar, or- 
thography. civil government. general history. bookkeeping, commercial law, 
English, stenography and typewriting: in other n-ords. all of the branches 
comprising a complete business course. 

The school also teaches elocution. and has a course in music. The de- 
partment of instrumental music includes the piano. banjo, violin, mandolin 
and guitar. As a matter of fact you may find about everything you require. 
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There was a Sacred Alumnze Association organized in June. 1902. The 
object of this association is to perpetuate the friendship of school life, and 
join the members in closer union; to further the interests of the Sacred Heart 
School and strengthen the ties that bind them to the institution. 

The following is a list of the graduates of the Sacred Heart School 
and the year of their graduation: 

For 1893 they are: Mary McCue, Katharine Fraser. Lillian Flood. 
Lonisa Garvin and Nettie McRae. There are none in 1894-j. 

1896-Rose Garvin, Kittie O'Boyle, Loretta McDonald. Helen Ditt- 
mann, Fannie Sweeney, Margaret Munroe, Clara Maloney. 

1+7--Nellie Garvin, Margaret Battle, Mary Kane, Bessie Garvin. 
Nellie McCue. Agnes Donovan. 

1898-Nellie Kane, Mary Rush. 
1899-Mary Davis, Mary Sullivan. Lizzie McCue, Lizzie McKinnon. 

Lizzie Sullivan, Mary McRae. Katherine Shannahan. 
19-Lena Gallagher, Madge Davis, Anella Wilmot. Mabel Sullivan. 

Mary Shanahan, Katharine Powell, Frank McCann. 
1901-Helen Davis, Mary McGuire, Katharine McGuire, Eva Sweeney, 

Bessie McCann, Nellie Quinn, Teresa Lynch. 
r~o~-~\ii l l iam McCan, Nellie Kenney, Cloris Sweeney. Mabel Garvin, 

May Garvin. Margaret Logan. 
1903-Alexander Murphy, Harry Kane, Anna Kenney, Viola O'Horo, 

Margaret Duffey. 
1904-May Kenney, Nellie Ballister. Agnes Shanahan, Andren- Dono- 

van, Anslem McCarthy. 
1905--4gnes Battle, Louise McCarthy. Sarah Smithers. Elizabeth 

Duffy, Mary Briedenstine. 
1906-Beatrice Dondaro. Margaret McCarthy. Sabine Kane, Agnes 

O'Horo, Agnes Welsh. 
1907-Zita Carey, Teresa McCrae, Mary. Suilivan, Jenny -Murray, Eva 

Carey, Xellie \Velsh, Margaret O'Horo, Eleanore Sheriden. Lenore Summers. 
1908-Anne Sullivan, Sibbie Sullivan, Marie Flood, Rose Walsh, Mary 

E. Fraser, Mary E. Sweeney, Hazel Carey, Anna Fitzgerald, Angela Mc- 
Carthy, Brigetta Murray, James Kine. 

19opRose  Kenney, May McDonald, Marie Kane, Mary Walsh. Ethel 
Garvin, Thomas McNamara. John Rush. 

1910-Rose Sweeney, Rose Donovan, Berradita Garvin, Agata Kaiser, 
Ethel McDonald. Ethel McRae. Margaret O'Brien. Vera Walsh, John sidley. 
Joseph Kane, Roy Dondero. Francis Young. Mary O'Horo, Retha Davis. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CENTRAL STATE I\-ORMAL SCHOOL. 

N o  city is complete without facilities for a fundamental education for 
all of its inhabitants, and no county is equipped as she should be without 
her citizens hare every facility for at least an advanced education. to the 
end that each child may be me11 equipped for the battles of life. Feeliqg 
the importance of these eqcipments and knowing that such matters come 
o d y  to  those that strive for them. a few of the citizens of Mt. Pleasant 
did, on the 24th day of May, 1892. form an association, to be known as the 
Mt. Pleasant Improvement Company. The amount of capital stock was 
placed at  ten thousand dollars, divided into shares of twenty-five dollars 
each. The charter members were D. H. Nelson, Charles M. Brooks. ?.I. 
Devereaux, G. A. Dusenbury. L. N. Smith, I. A. Fancher, W. Doughty, S. 
W. Hopkins, F. D. Patterson. J. W. Hance, M. Lower, A. S. Coutant. 
Free Estee. 9. F. Sheldon, Charles T. Rnsse!! and Cornelius Bennett 

On  May 24, 1892, the following gentlemen were duly elected directors: 
D. H. Nelson, M. Devereaux. F. D. Patterson, I .  A. Fancher, \ii. Doughty. 
S. 13'. Hopkins, G. A. Dusenbury, C. M. Brooks and 1. W. Hance. 

On the same day the said directors met and organized by electing D. 
H.  ATelson as president. M. Devereaux as vice-president. S. W. Hopkins as 
secretary and F. D. Patterson as  treasurer. and on the next day the directors 
met and elected C. M. Brooks as manager of the association. at a salary of 
two dollars and a half per day. Mr. Hopkins acted as secretary a long 
time fc r  the c c m p n y  2nd being asked to cornmmicate to 11s h o ~  the Central 
State Normal was first suggested and inaugurated. he has consented to give 
his knowledge in connection with it, and with his consent I give his version 
in his 0x3-n words : 

"I hare been asked so many. many times how I came to think of such 
an institution and of building it in the way IT-e did, that perhaps I had 
hetter explain. In  1890-rS91 and along those years, Toledo, Muskegon. 
Saginaw and other tonns were buying lands. platting and selling the lots 
and using the proceeds for the establishment of manufacturing plants. It 
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was common talk that to\vns that would do this would increase in population 
rapidly, though everyone I know of failed in such an effort. The fact 
that I had been interested in several additions to  the city gave me a k n o ~ l -  
edge of values along this line. .A number of years of service as a member 
of our city board of education and as school examiner and preriously as 
teacher, gave me a knowledge of the needs and a large interest in the cause 
of education and the general n-elfare of our young people. I had been 
greatly interested and active in the establishment of our Gover~mlent Iiidus- 
trial School for Indian Boys and Girls. The telegrams and correspondence 
in this matter between the government at Washington and myself. repre- 
senting the people of this community, are now in my office and may be 
seen if desired; and, so I knolv the necessity of more normal 11-ork and saw 
the opportunity for the establishment of such an institution of learning. 
Accordingly I penciled a plat of the south sixty acres of the Hursh farm, 
the north twenty acres having been platted as the Brown & Leaton addition. 
and counted hen- many lots it \ ~ o u l d  make, estimated a price and learned 
in this way that enough funds could be obtained for the erection of a build- 
ing if the lots could be sold. I laid the matter before Charles M. Brooks, 
an associate of mine for years o n  the board of education. who espoused the 
cause with all the ardor and devotion of his nature. W e  then laid the 
matter before J. Mr. Hancr and M. Devereaux. and I talked the matter 
over with A. S. Coutant. We five then called in I. A. Fancher. D. H .  
Nelson. G. H. Dusenbury, L. K. Smith. M. Lower, W. Doughty and F. 
D. Patterson. and after consultation 11-e txvelre decided to purchase the land 
where the school now stands. I t  was thought wise to  engage IV. I\;. Pres- 
ton to make the purchase, which he did for us. But before the deal was 
closed the College Hill addition and the Martin's addition were platted. the 
two occupying eight acres, so that we got only fifty-two acres of land and 
eleven lots of Nartin's addition. we agreeing to pay therefor the sum of 
eight thousand dollars. \Vie had no money. W e  borrowed five hundred 
dollars of Mr. Brooks. giving him our note in payment for it. By paying 
five hundred dollars and giving a mortgage for seven thousand five hundred 
dollars on the land and we twelve signing the note accompanying the 
mortgage, we got a deed for the fifty-two acres and the eleven lots. Xfter- 
ward one hundred and forty-five citizens took stock and became stockholders. 
Ne!son soon resigned as  president of the company and C. M. Brooks n-as 
duly elected in his stead and occ~~pied the position to the end of the year. 
\%-hen M. Devereaux was chosen to the place of president. D. H. Selson. 
vice-president. S. ItT. Hopkins as secretary and F. D. Patterson as treasurer, 
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and neither the directors nor the executive officers have been changed, but 
remain the same t o  this day. Brooks served the first year as manager and 
collector, S.  D. Brooks as collector the second year, and Devereaux as  man- 
ager. After the second year the collections 2s well as the soliciting was done 
unofficially, and P. F. Dodds and C. T. Russell devoted much time to this 
work, rendering substantial aid to the board in this arduous undertaking. 
The first lot sale took place July 4, 1892. The grounds had been platted 
into a block of ten acres wliere the school building now stands, called S o r -  
ma1 Campus, and tilio hundred and tn-enty-four lots. X circular was issued 
appealing to the people for support, which 11-as loyally given. -%t this 
first lot sale the ladies did their part and tables were spread in the grove 
and all 31t. Pleasant seemed to be there. One hundred and fifty-one lots 
were sold that day and the number was increased in a few days to one 
hundred and seventy-four. The price per lot was one hundred and ten 
dollars, the purchaser paying ten dollars down and five dollars per month 
thereafter. No interest ~ 2 s  charged. Later forty-nine lots were sold. 
nearly all of them at  one hundred and fifty dollars each. This gave us a 
fund with which to operate. and 11-e decided to build. Prof. Bellon-s 
surveyed and platted the grounds. Prerious to this, I, having been ap- 
pointed for the purpose. went to Big Rapids and interviewed Professor 
Ferris. who came to &It. Pleasant with me, looked over the grounds. inves- 
tigated our undertaking generally and being much pleased we seemed likely 
to arrange to have him bring his school here, but these negotiations not 
coming to a final mutual agreement Mr. Devereaus was appointed to con- 
fer with Professor Bellow. who mas then at  Narquette, Michigan. Mr. 
Devereaux x~-ent over to Marquette, saw Mr. Bellows. secured his services. 
and Mr. Bellon-s came on and took up the work. I t  had been decided to 
caii the institution the Sormal Universiq, as it 11-as then intended to com- 
bine a business course xitl: a teachers' training course as a part of the 
work. Later the name was changed and it v-as called the Central Sormal 
School and Business Institute. School opened in September, 1892, in a 
brick building on block 24 of Mt. Pleasant. I t  started off with an es- 
perienced and competent corps of teachers, Professor Bellows. Lydia H. 
Kniss, S. D. Brooks, Anna Moss. A. J. Cadman. M. C. Skinner and Mary 
Sterling being among the number. The attendance was good. though later, 
when the trials of keeping up the school came, the numbers were not so 
great. Having funds from the sale of lots, it was decided to build a suitable 
structure for the accommodation of the school, and Fred Hollister, of Sagi- 
naw, an architect of some ~rominence. was engaged to  prepare plans and 

(12) 
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specifications for the same. The plans were approved and the contract for  
construction was let to George M. Edwards. of Owosso. The cornerstone 
was laid ?Jovember I j. 1892. the Knights of Pythias officiating. A great 
crowd was in attendance. and listened to a very able address by Rev. Jorden, 
of Lansing. Mt. Pleasant was thoroughly stirred. as the cornerstone of 
the Government Indian Industrial School had recently been laid under the 
management and direction of the Masons, the address on that occasion 
having been given by Hon. Hugh McCurdy, of Corunna. The  plans for 
heating the normal m r e  made by Professor Cooly, o i  the University of 
Michigan." 

The building was finally completed and the school moved in. Total cost 
of the building \\-as. as per bill of Edwards. the contractor. $10.677.77 

The citizens continued to support and maintain said school on the line 
of its original purpose. The school flourished and was considered a grand 
acquisition to our school facilities. I t  brought many to Mi. Pleasant from 
abroad and increased the facilities for a practical education to  the pupils of 
this and surrounding counties. While the school and its influence grell- the 
thought took root with the people that as the school mas a necessary insti- 
tution and as there were none other in the state founded on the same thought 
and purpose. and as this was founded for the especial training of teachers 
for the rural districts and teachers in the graded schools. and as it \\-as con- 
ceded that it \\-as of as much importance that our teachers for the rural 
schools should hare a technical preparation for teaching as any other class 
o i  teachers. I t  was further understood that the number of rural and grade 
teachers outnumbered that of the high school teachers ten to one. I t  \\-as 
further in proof that of the number of teachers prepared for the n-ork in 
the high schools at  the other normal school, as \\-ell as at the university and 
other high grade schools, scarcely any ever saw service in the rural or graded 
schools. The question then arose. why discriminate against the boy or girl 
to be taught in the rurai schooi. W e  rhoughr it unjust and iiiequitable and 
that it ought to be remedied by the state taking o\.er the nor111a1 school and 
its equipment, which those who had furnished the same were willing to sur- 
render on co~dition that the state mould continue to furnish the means and 
conduct the school. and continue to  enlarge the scope of the school as the 
advancement of the country should marrant. 

With these thoughts and opinions prevalent among our people, it was 
concluded that the state should be asked to take the school property to itself 
and support and conduct the same. Looking to that end. in the year 1892, 
the Hon. S. IV. Hopkins, haring been elected senator from this district, 
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was consulted with and a bill was introduced in the Senate. The bill 
did not succeed in running the gauntlet of the Legislature and final!y failed. 
The normal school was continued and was becoming of more importance to 
the country every year. The people of Mt. Pleasant and vicinity became 
more and more exercised in regard to  the matter and finally called for some 
effective united action. Other portions of the state were becoming interested 
in normal schools and were desiring to have one located in their midst. They 
had money and lands to offer, but we had a school with a good b ~ d d i n g  and 
a successful. running. live. wide-awake school. Two years passed by and 
another Legislature was to be elected. Our people were alert that a proper 
and efficient man should be elected to each branch of the Legislature. The  
result was that E. 0 .  Shaw. of Yewaygo, was nominated and elected as sen- 
ator of this district and Robert Ero'vn, of Isabella county, vias nominated 
and elected to the House of Representatives. They proved to be men of 
very much worth. They were both men of sterling metal and were faithful 
adherents to the cause of the schoo:. &uIk early in the session of the Leg- 
islature of 189; it was made known that the Isabella people were in dead 
earnest as to the desire to have the state father and rear the child. -As 
this thought spread through the Legislature it was soon discol-ered that ser- 
era1 other localities were ready and anxious to be considered as available 
places for a state normal. The Ypsilanti people n-ere very coon taken ~ i t h  
chills for fear that the infant child up in the n-oods of Isabella ~ o u l c i  some 
day be dividing honors with her and that it might. in some 11-ay hard to 
discern. dran- some small patronage from that old and long-established in- 
stitution. Of course the excuse was that n-e did not need another: that 
one was all that the state could afford to support. and was sufficient for all 
of the needs of the people. When informed that no considerable number of 
its graduates ever taught in a rural district school, \I-e were met with the 
reply that the schools were full of them. which \re. o i  course. strenuously 
denied and furnished the indisputable proof. 

The bill Jvas introduced quite early in the session so that all might 
hare all of the time they needed to investigate the matter: to inquire as to 
the number in other states, as well as to their necessity and efkiency as an 
educator. The parties haring the matter in charge lost no time in inform- 
ing the several members and senators as to the location of the school and 
building. also the beautiful park or  grove of virgin timber on the campus 
grounds. Several senators afid members made a pilgrimage to Mt. Pleasant 
to see the school and grounds and incidentally the country which was ex- 
pected to support the school and furnish pupils for the same. All seemed 
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to be fairly well pleased with the building, grounds and school, as well as 
the soil, and development of the surrounding country, all of which seemed 
to be a sort of revelation to them. They were not expecting to see any- 
thing of the kind up in this pine barren region. They went back to the 
halls of legislation with quite a different notion of the country and its 
needs and deserts. After having innoculated the members of the lower 
branch of the Legislature and the members of the Senate with normal school 
virus, the bill was reported sound and placed on the order of third reading. 
I t  was brought up on a Monday morning following the passage of an appro- 
priation bill for the support of the Ypsilanti Normal. which had become a 
law on the Friday before, with the aid and assistance of all of the friends 
of the Mt. Pleasant school. The president of that school had gone home 
from the capitol after the passage of the said appropriation bill and was met 
at the depot by the students, the horses were removed from the carriage and 
the students had drawn the carriage, president. appropriation bill and all to 
the campus, where they engaged in a hilarious celebration. I t  was with a 
considerable astonishment that on Monday morning we were met in the 
committee room by this same president, with others from his town, with 
amendments to the Mt. Pleasant bill. which if allowed at  that late date 
meant sure death to the measure, and yet they insisted on their considera- 
tion. Then it \\-as that tile ind ig l iah i  of the Mt. Pleasant frielids of the 
measure was audibly expressed and in no uncertain sounds. The amend- 
ment &as disallowed and the bill placed upon its final passage in the Senate. 
By a happy coincident of events and the peculiar reasoning of a certain 
senator, who was supposed to be antagonistic to the bill, whee his name was 
called, voted "yes'' and the measure was carried. Whether that x-ote, which 
was necessary to the passage of the bill. Ivas given in good faith for the 
purpose of passing the bill or whether it was given for the purpose of 
p!acing thzt acc! z simi!zr hi!! in snch position that neither could pass the 
:Iouse IT-? do ;at kzaT1-, a:,d dG r;=: cart. H=.>T-c7-er, :ye bo " 7 . -  C t h -  L.AL  aCu.LC F - - + ~ o -  

man the benefit of the doubt and credit him with a most wonderful act of 
,generosity under the circumstances. The  bill having passed the Senate, it 
was reported to the House and placed on the order of third reading. Now, 
although a little nervous, we felt that we were more among our friends 
and the friends of the rural school measure then when in the Senate. and 
we were assured that the bill was all right, but, knowing that the word had 
gone around in the Senate, "Vote for both bills and they will be killed in 
the House, for the House will never vote for two normal schools at  one 
session," we felt that there was method in their madness. So we hided 
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our time and suffered the chills to  creep up and down our spine until the 
time came for the taking up of the .bill. I t  mas so carefully managed by 
those in charge that it was to be taken up before the other bill. n-l~ich was 
thought to give it some precedence at  least. 

The time came. the measure was taken up, read a third time, the roll 
call ordered and the clerk commenced to call the names of the members. 
-1s the members responded by aye or  nay n-e could easily follow the trend 
of the vote. I t  was not 1or.g before we discovered that the friends of the 
measure were largely in the majority and that the bill tvas safe. The votes 
were counted by the clerk and the result announced in favor of its passage. 
Ordinarily we should have fe!t that now we were assured that the measure 
was perfectly safe. but it was in the air that it must be signed by the Governor 
before it became a law. The Governor. as to the measure, ;;-as to us an un- 
kno\\-11 quantity. H e  was very reticent and IT-as not forward in expressing 
his approval or  disapproval of the measure. W e  understood him to be 
fairly liberal in the matter of education and that his disposition toix-ard the 
farmer was fair  and perhaps liberal. So we must ~va i t  and watch and see 
what we could hear as to his disposition toward this measure. The time 
passed day by day and yet no sign of the Governor approving the bill. 
Finally, the last day on \vhich the Governor could approve it came and our 
best iniormatio~? \\-as that he rlid not intend to. A telegram was sent to 
the senator of this district. Hon. E. 0 .  Shan-. of Newaygo. asking him to 
go to Lansing and interview the Governor, and ascertain his purpose and 
see if there were any obstacles in the n-a>- that could be removed. The 
Senator made haste to  reach the Governor and to remove any obstacle that 
might be iroubling the esecutire. H e  reached Lansing on the last day. re- 
paired to the executive office. interviewed the incumbent of that office. re- 
moved the last obstacle and came away with the assurance that the Gov- 
ernor would approve the measure, which he did. not. however. until he 
had nhtained the assurance that the citizens here would continue their finan- 
cial support of the school un t i l a  certain specified time. I t  was considered 
rather severe treatment, but we took our medicine and pronounced it good, 
supposing that this M-ould be the last dose. In this, however, we were really 
mistaken. There was still another condition to  be met, to-wit: In the bill 
it was provided that the title to the block of land was to be accompanied 
with an abstract and tax history of the lot and that this was to  11e submitted 
to the attorney-general for his approval. So it fell to a couple of our n-orthy 
citizens to repair to Lansing with the deed. abstract and tax history. and 
present the same tp the worthy attorney-general. H e  received the same and 
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after scanning it seemed to be taken with chills, he turned cold and somewhat 
irritable, whether from the length and intricacy of the document or  from a 
desire to escape the labor necessary to  compass the matter me don't know; 
anyway, after quite a full esplanation of the documents, it being the noon 
hour. they separated and retired to get a warm meal. I t  must be remem- 
bered that the land o i  n-hich this was a part had passed through a long- and 
interesting litigation. I t  having been four times tried in the circuit court 
and as many times in the supreme court of the state, it perhaps might be 
espected to stagger any ordinary person. Anyway returning after luilcheon 
to the office of the said attorney-general. they found him in a more appreciable 
mood and with a few more kinks taken out of the snarl of seeming knots and 
snarls he saw the light. donned his specs, picked up his pen. immersed it in 
the inkstand. and deliberately indicted "John Doe. Attorney-General." The 
child was an animated being, of full stature, with all of his faculties. a living 
entity, full of energy and hope for the future. 

THE BILL. 

- k t  261 of L a w  1893-_%n Act to establish a Sormal School in Cen- 
tral Michigan. Section I.-The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
T!lat a mxma! sc!:ool for the preparation and trainisg of perso;ls for :eac!i- 
ing in the i-ural district schools, and the primary departments of the graded 
schools of the state. to  be known as "Central Michigan Normal School." 
be established and continued at the city of Mt. Pleasant. in Isabella county. 
to be located upon block 10 of the Normal School addition to said city, 
kilo\\-a as "Sormal Campus" and being a block of land in area between 
eight and ten acres. 

Sec. 2.-The state board of education is hereby authorized and directed 
to procure a good and sufficient deed of conveyance, to he accornpar?iec! 
with ahstract of title and tax history. to he approved by the 2 t tc rce~~-  
general, conveying to the said board of education and its successors a good 
and tinincumbered title in fee simple to said lands and buildings thereon, 
for  such school, and a proper article of  sale of all the library, school furni- 
ture and apparatus therein, said lands and buildings, and personal property 
to  be donated to the state of Michigan, in consideration of the establishment 
of said school. and to be conveyed within . . . . days after the passage of 
this act. 

Sec. 3.-Said school shall be under and subject to the control of the 
state board of education. according to the provisions of Act 194 of the 
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public acts of eighteen hundred and eightynine of Michigan, entitled ''-An 
act to revise and consolidate the laws relative to the state board of educa- 
ation, and amendments thereto," which is made applicable to this school, 
except as herein otherwise provided. 

The provisions in the fcrmer act referred to are the iollo\ving. to-wit : 
"Section ;.-Said board shall provide all necessary courses of study 

to be pursued in the normal school and establish and maintain in connection 
t h e r e ~ i t h  a fully equipped training school as a school of observation and 
practice, and shall grant, upon the completion of either of said courses, 
such diploma as it may deem best, and such diploma when granted shall 
carry with it such honors as the extent of the course for which the diploma 
is given may warrant and said board of education may direct. 

"Sec. 6.-Lpon the completion of the course specially prescribed as 
hereinbefore provided for the rural and elementarj- grade schools, said 
board of education shall, upon the recommendation of the principal and a 
majority of the heads o i  the departments o i  said school. grant a certificate. 
which shall be signed by said board and, the principal of the normal school, 
which certificate shall contain a list of the studies included in said course, 
and which shall entitle the holder to teach in any of the schools of the 
state for .a-hich said courss has been prorided for a period of five years: 
P:-ovided, That said certificate maj- be snspendecl or rel-oked hy said state 
board of education upon cause shown by any county board of examination, 
or by any board of school officers." 

.liter the passage of the above bill and its final approval bj- the execu- 
tive and the attorney-general, and the state had finally taken it over to 
itself, do you wonder that the good people of Mt. Pleasant and Isabella 
county felt like celebrating the event .with proper and appropriate ceremo- 
nies, and that our senator and representative who had made the successiul 
fight for the passage oi  the same should be honored and toasted? 

Tt was surely one of the most important and notable events in the 
history of the county--me that stands for a higher and better civilization; 
one that has had a n-onderful elevating effect in our colnmunity and is destined 
to continue and enlarge as the years go by; one that has added thousands 
to the property of the city, and beauty and finish to the homes of our 
people and a higher intelligence among o m  people. as n-el1 as a great 
impetus to the rising generation for a better and more practicable educa- 
tion and a more liberal and humanitarian conception of life. 

New and advanced thought has been engendered in our educational 
institutions: higher conceptions of life and a more comprehensive vie\\-- 



point has been gained for the student and a broader vision of life and its 
realities are -coming to  us every day. 

The course of studies was a modest one a t  the time of the commence- 
ment of the normal, and consisted of preparatory subjects for the first 
semester : 

Reading and orthqgraphy, twenty weeks ; United States history, twenty 
weeks ; elementary algebra, twenty weeks ; physiology and pedagogy, 
twenty weeks. 

This course was expected to occupy a school year for those XI-ho had 
completed the public school elementary course and were ready to enter the 
high school. These subjects were intended to  cover what mas necessary 
for a third grade certificate. For the Five-Year Certificate Course it took 
the fdlowing : 

First Year-First semester: Drawing, rhetoric, algebra, vocal music, 
each twenty weeks. Second semester: English history, botany, plane 
geometry, English literature, each twenty meeks. 

Second Year-First semester : United States history, American litera- 
ture, solid geometry, psychology, each twenty weeks. Second semester: 
Physics I, twenty weeks; physiology review. penmanship: twenty weeks; 
arithmetic review, grammar review, twenty weeks ; psychology applied, 
twenty weeks. 

Third Year-First semester: Physics XI, twenty weeks; civil govern- 
ment, twenty weeks; geography review-, history of education, t~venty weeks; 
methods in common branches, twenty weeks. Second semester : General 
history, twenty weeks; method in science, method in history, twenty meeks ; 
teaching, forty weeks. 

This course of study is intended to be so complete that, a year of work 
being .added at Ypsilanti, the applicant will be entitled to a life certificate. 

As set forth in the first circular issued, the management gave it as 
the special purpose of the school the preparation of teachers for the rural 
sc'noois and of the primary departments of the graded schools. 

"The work in every department and in each and every branch of study 
is strongly professional throughout. Th,e s t d e n t  is never for an hour 
out of consciousness of the fact that he is regarded as undergoing prepara- 
tion for teaching. 

"It is not the purpose of the Central Michigan Normal School to 
hurriedly and temporarily prepare students for examinations. but, to the 
extent of  its course, to thoroughly teach and train them t o  meet the im- 
portant and increasing demands of public school work, 
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"Special pains are taken to adapt the school t o  the \\-ants of individual 
students. Personal work occupies a large place in addition to the general 
work of the classes. T o  do each pupil as much good as possible is the 
great end always in view. . 

"Signed. C. F. R. BELLOWS, Principal." 
The spirit and guidance of this circular has followed the school from 

its inception, and has been departed from only when there seemed to be 
some opportunity to improve upon the same. I t  has at all times been the 
purpose of the principal and faculty of the school to  seize upon every ad- 
vance thought that has been promulgated and after due deliberation and 
investigation thought to be for the best interests of the school student. 

The state, ever since it took upon itself the management and support 
of the school. has been very liberal in its appropriations, not only for the 
pay and support of the school. but also ior its improvement and extension. 
They have added to its capacity by adding ~vings to either side of the 
original building. fully doubling its capacity and effectiveness. When the 
building was first built the heating plant was in the basement of the building. 
Since that time a new and independent heating plant has been erected on 
an adjoining block of land at  an expense. including the land, of some tn-enty- 
five thousand dolIars. This plant is connected with the main school building 
by a tunnel which is covered so the pipes can be hung up and made easy of 
access. I t  is also used for the heating of the training school buiiding. \\-hicii is 
a large and commodious b ~ d d i n g  of capacity to  accommodate some three 
hundred students. being distrib~~ted into nine grades. At first it n-as very 
inconvenient to have the use o i  the city schools for training school purposes. 
and it was considered somel~hat questionable whether the schooIs of the 
city should be used for that purpose. Our people had no question but it 
~ o u l d  be an excellent idea to have some pupils for the normal student to 
practice upon, but 11-hether it would be best for the child that was used 
for the practice xvas quite another queuiion. It -6-2s Zna!!p decided th t  2 

trial might be made and ii it was iound TO be not ior iile best i f i t ~ ~ e j t  of our 
school children we v-ouid stop the practice. -A trial \\-as made and after all 
things were properly adjusted and i t  was found that no deleterious effect could 
be discovered. it was allowed to continue. At first, the normal having 110 

schcol rooms for the purpose, the teachers were obliged to go to the ward 
schools of the city. Aifter~vard and aiter it was decidecl that the practice 
was advantageous to the n ~ r n ~ a l  student and was also found to work no 
disadvantage to our children. the state was asked to make an appropriation 
of sufficient funds t o  erect a suitable building for training school purposes. 
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The Legislature of 1901 very generously appropriated the sum of thirty- 
two thousand dollars ior such a building and for the purchase oi  some 
grounds for such purpose. The building \\-as erected and found to be a 
good acquisition for our school purposes. I t  has lately been somewhat 

to make it more convenient and efficient, as well as being beau- 
tified by a nice porch on the west side of the building facing upon Sormal 
avenue. 

The  Legislature had. in 1899. appropriated the sum of fort>--three thou- 
sand dollars for an addition to the normal school building and for the 
purchase of some extra land. After the addition to the building. it was 
still too small and in 1901 they appropriated another eighteen thousand dol- 
lars for  the erection and completion of the east wing of the main building. 
This addition gave them, as they then thought, all that they would need for 
some time. But, as we all know, the matter of education is an ever- 
advancing proposition and one that calls for improvemei~ts all the time. -1 
school can no longer stand still and expect to keep up \\-it11 the times. Stag-' 
nation is a5 much death to an institution of learning as to any other business. 
The surplus ei1ergj-. of the child has to have vent o r  the child is stunted. 
and while he may be able t o  con eyer books ior a considerable length of time 
~ i t h o u t  material injury. the time is coming sooner or later \vhen nature \\-ill 
assert itself and the child must have phy~ica! exercise or  fai! to conx up to 
the best that there is in him. None of us are satisfied ~vith less than the 
ver>- best attainable. so grounds were secured and put in proper condition 
for baseball. football and l a m  tennis, at convenient places so that t!?e stu- 
dents could avail themselves of the practice vithout too much loss of time. 
Sow they have tn-o tennis courts and a plat of ground which answers the 
double purpose of a baseball and football field. all convenient to the school 
biiildings. You can easily see that with all o f  the improvements made at 
the school and grounds there ought to be and have been large ad8ditions to 
the attendance at  the school and this has not only filled 11p the e q t p  sp2ce. 
but has called loudly for further in~prorements as& additions, so that it 
became necessary to g-o to the Legislature of 1907 and ask for some fifty 
thousand dollars for a physical training building. Also some six thousand 
dollars for other improvements to make the old buildings what they ought 
to be. The previous Legislature had appropriated the sum of five thou- 
sand dollars to purchase a block o i  land west of the main building and the 
north hali of block 7. Sormal School addition. conditioned that the citizerli, 
of Mt. Pleasant donate sufficient to purchase the property desirec!. \vhich 
they did, amounting to something over three thousand dollars. The physi- 



cal training building was built as per plans and specifications by the state 
architect and is considered one of the best in the state. They provided in 
that for a large promenade hall sufficient for all of the students t o  be on 
their feet at  the same time and to move around with proper decorum. A 
swimming pool, gymnasium practice for boys and girls. n-ith proper dress- 
ing rooms and the paraphernalia accompanying the same. -41~0 recitation 
rooms and places fo r  all the apparatus required in a first-class physical 
training department. 

Another method o i  ascertaining the progress made in the last fiiteen 
years can be attained by a careful perusal o i  the curriculum of studies and 
list of teachers, as iollons: 

SCHEDULE Or CL.LSSES FOR THE YE.\R I 9 I @  FOR THE CESTR.4L STATE SORJI.4L 

Biology-Teacher, I&-oldt : Botan!- and zoologJ- in their se\-era1 
divisions. 

Drawing-Teacher, IYightman: Dra~i-ing composition and design. 
Manion : Training school. mechanical dra~ving. 

English-Teacher. Lone : Xasterpieces. -\merican Literature. English. 
Composition. Tate : Grammar. Composition. English Literature. Sabine : 
Rhetoric. Classics. Grammar. 

Geography-Teacher. Calkins : Geography. ;\stronomj-. Physiograp11:-. 
Stickle : Elementary Geography. 

History-Teacher Larzelere : History. Political Science. U: S. Cilks. 
Mich. Go\-. Burt :  General. C. S.. Greek and English History. 

Kindergarten-Teacher, Merriam : Training school. literature for 
child, kindergarten. 

Latin and Grammar-Teacher. Eariiard: Latin and German generally. 
Allen : Latin and Grammar generally. 

Manual -\rts-Teacher. Miller: Training Schooi and Xanuai -%rts. 
Xichaels: Se~ving, Training School. lIanual Training. C'ookmg. 

Mathematics-Teacher. Bellis : Trigonometr!-. -1rithmetic. Worden : 
Geometry. .Arithmetic and -Algebra. Stickle : -1lgebra. 

Music-Teacher. Maybee : ~lus ic .  Composition. History of Music. 
Voice Culture. Sn-enson: Music. Elements oi  Nusic. Training School. 
George : Harmony. 

Psychology-Teacher, Rowe : Psycholog?-. History of Education. Bill- 
ings : Experimental Psychology and School %lanagenlent. Renal1 : Physi- 
ology. Physical Training. 
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' Physical-Teacher, Ronan : Physiology and phj-sical training. 
Education-Teacher, -1~derson : Physical Training and Training School. 

Helmer : Elementary Gymnastics, Foot Ball. 
Reading and Public Speaking-Teacher, Beddon- : Reading, elements 

of elocution, public speaking. 
Science of .4gi-iculture-Teacher, Cobb: Physics, chemistry. agricul- 

ture and nature study. 
In  connection with the general work of the Central State Normal is 

the summer school, which is designed to meet a great want of teachers who 
feel that in some matters they are not in as good form as they ought to 
be to give satisfaction to  themselves in their teaching or  to the district. 
This course for the summer is one that has been installed within the past 
ten years and has proved to  be of great importance. I t  has grown from 
the first, and will continue to  grow as time goes by for the reason that it 
is founded to meet a great necessity found among teachers. They all get 
dull on all subjects that are not constantly before them. and if they are to 
keep abreast of the times they must of necessity go through the polishing 
process. and then they come out fresh and b.right. Xot only that, but 
they will have a store of knowledge that they could not acquire in any other 
way. The gronth of the institution also shows its importance. In 
1901 ahen  the summer school was first put upon its trial the enrollment 
was one hundred and fifty-six students, while after it had been in being 
nine years it has grown from six hundred to seven hundred for the last 
four years. 

The faculty for the last year was as follows: Charles T. Grawn, -4. 
M.. M. Pd., president, with Lucy -4. Sloan. $1. S.. English language and 
literature; Elizabeth R. Wightman, dran-ing: Anna M. Barnard, A. M., 
Latin and German; R. D. Calkins, M. S.? geography; Claude C Larzelere, 
A. I f . ,  history and civics: Eugene C. Rowe. Ph. D., psychology and edu- 
cation: Harper C. Maybee, music; William D. Miller. manual arts: Lillian 
K. Sabine, A. B., instructor in English; Orpha E. Worden, A. B., instructor 
in mathematics; Bertha M. Ronan, instructor in physical training; Maude 
E. Allen, A. B.. instructor in Latin and German: William H.  Wentmorth, 
A. R., instructor in physics; Lucy S. Norton, -4. B., instructor in history; 
Minnie I. Termaat. instructor in geography and English; Emma M. Hol- 
brook. A. B.. B. Pd., instructor in English: Harriett L. Sherman, instructor 
in drawing: Myrta 31. Wilsey. instructor in arithmetic; Irene Sn-enson; 
instructor in music: Elizabeth bferriam. kindergarten and literature for chil- 
dren; E. C. Warriner, -1. B., superintendent of schools. Saginaw, Mich., 



instructor in school supervision and history of education; L. L. Forsythe, 
A. B., superintendent of schools, St. Louis, Mich., instructor of history 
and civics; J. E. Porter, A. B., principal of high school, Cadillac, Mich., 
instructor in chemistry and physics; M .  D. Jerome, superintendent of 
schools, Everet, Mich., instructor in mathematics; J. W. Kelder, A. B., 
superintendent, )It. Pleasant schools, instructor in mathematics; Helen B. 
King, Ph. B., department of biology1 Saginaw. E. S., high school. instructor 
in biological sciences; Jessie A. Long. department of 'domestic science and 
art, Saginaw high school, instructor in cooking and sexving; Alabama 
Brenton, supervisor of drawing, Uuskegon, Nlich., instructor in dran-ing; 
Lucetta Crum, -\. M., Clark University, Worcester, Mass.. insin~ctor in 
psychology and pedagogy: E. T. Cameron, comn~issioner of schools. Isa- 
bella county, Michigan. instructor in institute courses, with M. Louise Con- 
verse, A. B., as librarian; Elizabeth Saxe, assistant librarian, Sylvia Halsey, 
assistant; with Bessie Gaunt, secretary, and Lena B. Pollex, stenographer. 
To  this should he added a well-selected library of something over thirteen 
thousand volumes. \Vith such an equipment there can be no question 
as t o  the efficiency of the school and the incalculable good it is to the people 
of the state of Michigan. 

Something may be gained as to the efficiency and extent of the good 
work done at  the Central State NonnaI.since its ad\-ent in this community 
by a reference to the number and ciass of graciuates. The to:al cu!n!~er 
of graduates up to December. 1910, is one thousand nine hundred and 
eighty-two. They are divided as follows: Three in drawing and manual 
arts, four in drawing and n~anual  training, fire in manual arts, nine in 
music and dra\ving, t x o  in special music. seven in music, fifteen in public 
school music, forty-three in kindergarten. three hundred and eighty-six have 
taken life certificates, seven hundred and seventeen have finished the rural 
course and seven hundred and ninety-one have finished the graded course 
and been awarded certificates. 

The school has adopreii anotilr:. and i - c q -  he::e%iz! practice which re- 
quires the professors, after they hal-e been engaged a number of years 
continuously, to take a year off and attend some up to date university and 
there spend a school year in brushing up on old matters and taking in all that 
is new and advanced in the various lines in which they are principally en- 
gaged. This puts them in touch xith the foremost thought of the time 
and the better prepares them to communicate these better and more recent 
investigations to their pupils. It is a n-ell settled idea that no one can 
impart any knowledge to  others that the? do iiot themselres possess. Vnder 
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these arrangements President G r a m  has spent a season in New York, Miss 
Sloan, Miss Wightman, Miss Barnard; Professor Calkins, Professor Lar- 
zelere, Professor Rowe, Professor Maybee, Professor Tambling, Professor 
Bellis and others that we do not now recall. Some are now absent under 
the same arrangement, among them Professor Tambling, who is in New 
York City. 



CH-VTER XII.  

Journalism is toda~r one of the most important enterprises known to 
man. The general diffusion of knowledge among the masses and the 
improvement in facilities for qnick transportation and delivery of mail as 
well as the insatiable desire of every one to see the nevispaper. whether 
he be a minister of the gospel (except on Sunday and possibly some of them 
take a peek at it after church). lawyer. school professor. foot ball crank, base- 
ball. basket-ball. o r  what not, all want to see the news. In a slight degree 
it was so back in the sixties when the town was very new. 0. B. Church 
started a weekly paper. called the Noutlzer~z Pionm: the first issue of which 
\\-as dated November 30, 1864. I t  was Republican in principle and has al- 
n-ays maintained that allegiance to the present time. I t  has changed its 
name to that of the Isabelln Eqzferp~ise, and is now 011-necl and controlled 
by B. 11. Gouid and is located on tile \I-est side of Sor th  Main street. just 
north of the Donovan hotel. I t  has written its own history and has had 
several different proprietors. Mr. Church sold a half interest to  James P. 
IVelper and afterward the other half to Myron McLaren. who afterward 
bought out IVelper. H e  then sold to I. A. Fancher. ~ h o  sold to Albert Fos, 
\vho oxvned and controlled it until the time of his death. in February. 1873. 
Tt was then sold to John R. Doughty. in July. 1873, x h o  owned and con- 
ducted it until 188j. when he sold to .A. S. Coutant. u-ho has continued to 
pubiisii the paper \vi-i;h market! s x e s s  mti! Noveniher 29. 1909. when he 
soid anti iransierrcj tile paper t o  B. 31. Go::!r!. n-hc. is r ? c w  the owner and 
publisher of the same. Mr. Gouid is a practical printer and a splendid 
editor and is faithfully keeping up the reputation of the sheet and adding 
to the long list of subscribers, so that at the present writing it boasts of a 
subscription list of some two thousand five hundred. I t  is still Republican 
in politics and an advocate of sound ~rinciples in party as \\-ell as in busi- 
ness. I t  is a paper worthy of the support it receives. In  1875. while it 
\\-as yet owned by Mr.  ought?. the office was destroyed by fire of an in- 
cendiary nature. Haring no insurance, it was a total loss. but Mr. Doughty, 
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not daunted. ordered a new outfit, set it up in his residence and issued the 
paper on the regular day in the nest week. In 1884 he reduced the price 
to one dollar a year. 

I n  September, 1879, the Northeuestern Tribulze was established at  Salt 
River by Dr. S. C. Brown & Sons and mas conducted there until March. 
1881, when it was transferred to Mt. Pleasant, where they continued to 
conduct it with the same zeal and energy that they had at Salt R i ~ e r .  The  
Doctor being a red-hot Republican, was not content to live at  so unsavory 
a political town as Salt River on account of the class that he was obliged 
to associate with during the years after the Rebellion. He was a natural- 
born politician and liked it a s  %ell as a small boy likes doughnuts. 

They continued to conduct their paper until 1886, when they took in 
A. N. Brown as a partner. The paper was run for a time and then it \vent 
into the hands of a company which turned it over to  A. N. Brown and he 
run it for a time and then sold it to W. E. Preston and E. S. Bowen, July 
10, IQO. They continued the publishing of the paper till May, 1891. and 
then Preston sold to Bolven & Son and it afterwards got into the hands of 
McConnelly & Co., of Chicago. This company sold to A. S. Coutant, and 
he continued to publish it until he sold to B. M. Gould November 29, 1909. 
He continued to publish the paper as before until January I, 1910, \\-hen 
it was merged in the Enterprise, and ceased to exist. 

During the soldiers' encampment in 18go. \V. E. Preston published a 
daily paper for about ten days. I t  was called the Daily Tribune and was 
highly appreciated and liberally patronized. 

The  Mt. Pleasmtt T i w s  was the production of Henry H. Graves, who 
established it in 187,7. he being the proprietor and James W. Long, his 
brother-in-law, editor. I t  was at  first Democratic, the owner being of that 
political persuasioc. ;liter continuing in that line for sonle time, it was 
changed to a Greenback paper and run as such until Xovember 19. 1879. 
when Major James \Y. Long became its owner and proprietor. 

Major Long ran the paper for a time and then sought a better job and 
went away from the ton-n, leaying the printing press and material packed 
away. Then Fred Russell and William T. Whitney purchased the said ma- 
terial and started the Xf. Pleasant Democrat. Russell remained for a time 
and then sold his interest to Whitney. Whitney conducted it for a time and 
then sold to J. W. Griffith, who conducted for a time and he sold to Brandon 
& McGrath, who published it for a time, when McGrath went out and 
Brandon continued it until he died. After his death. Mrs. Brandon, with 
her daughter, Miss Willmoth, conducted it until 1890, \\-hen it mas sold to  



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. I93 

Fred Russell and H.  A. Miller. who conducted it for a while. n-hen Russell 
sold his interest to Miller. Miller published it until the Mt. Pleasant Pub- 
lishing Company was formed and the paper \\-as turned over to it. I t  
has since run under that organization, but of late Harry Miller. a son of 
H. '1.. has the managing of the matter. Somen-here during its devious 
trabel its name n a s  changed to that of the Isabdln County Cou~ier.  I t  still 
retains its political complexion and is a strong advocate of all that is good 
in politics. 

The present Cel~tral Miclzigau Tiixes nas  started by one Theron -4. 
Johnson about September. 1894. H e  issued four numbers and then sold 
the paper to F. C. Crego and Fred Olmstead. who continued to publish 
for about a year and a half. I t  v-as started a< a Populist paper and con- 
tinued as such for a time. They then sold to Fred Emsell and Clayton 
Bon-en, ~ h o  conducted it for about two years n-hen Russell disposed of 
his interest to Bon-en, who carried on the enterprise until 1901. when the 
Mt. Pleasant Publishing Company n-as formed and took over the paper and 
for a time published that and the Couriei*. Then the Timcs was sold to 
one C. H. Rorabacher, ~ h o  carried i t  on until _April. rSg4. when he sold 
to  W. 0. Hullinger. \rho is still the ormer and proprietor. It is now and 
has been ever since Mr. Hullinger took hold of it a stanch Republican 
sheet and stands for all that is good in Republicanism. I t  is one of the 
strongest of the papers in the place. I publishes weekly a f~il1 report of 
the special items of interest from the various localities and the several towns 
of the county. which makes it of interest to all of the people. I t  is a good. 
clean issue and  ort thy of the patronage it enjoys. Its circulation is non- 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty. lvhich means that it reaches about 
ten thousand people a I\-eek n-it11 its message of information and kno\vledge, 
to entertain and instruct tile \\.ear)- traveler as he journeys along through 
life. 

-I\\-av back in the early eighties there nas  a paper started by one Freti 
Lenis. of Saginan-, and conducted largely by his son. I t  \ \as  called tile 
Obsewer, and n-as located in the north part of ton? m !ot I. block j, Mt. 
Pleasant. I t  was Democratic in politics and continued to issue for a short 
time and then departed. 

The Isabclla Co~lizty Repub1ua;z x a s  started by I\-. E. Brown &- Son 
on December 13, 1893. and has continued eyer since. It was then and is 
now published at  Shepherd ,Michigan. I t  is Republican in politics, as it 
naturally would be from the fact that the owners are son and grandson 
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of Dr. S. C. Brown, who started the Northwestern Tribwzt-. The Eron-11s 
are running a good, strong paper and are giving good satisfaction to their 
patrons and are giving all that could be expected in that community. They 
have a good field, as the township and village are largely Republican and 
comprise a stanch, well-to-do and prosperous community. The thirteen 
hundred papers issued and distributed from week to  week give to their pa- 
trons a fund of knowledge and information that would not be accessible but 
for this weekly sheet. They deserve all the patronage and popularity that they 
now possess and enjoy, and it is hoped they may continue in spreading the 
good news and' instruction to the people of that bright burg and. the sur- 
rounding country for many years to come. They have a power press known 
as the Prouty power press. They yet fold the paper by hand. 

In  the fall of 1874 another newspaper was started by a company in 
the interest of the Grange, which then was prosperous and flourished in 
this county. I t  advocated the principle of the Grange, and so far as could 
be discovered it was Democratic in its political tendencies. I t  was named the 
Isabella Coz~~jty  Herald, but afterward took upon itself the interesting and 
impressive cognomen of Morgan's Watclztower. This paper, under Morgan, 
gained a most notorious reputation. I ts  hand was against ererybody and 
everybody's hand was against it. I t  was a scurrilous sheet, each week belch- 
ing out foul and malicious odors through its columns until the people could 
stand it no longer, when criminal proceedings were commenced and in the 
end the paper was discontinued and the editor skipped the country and. so 
far as  the historian knows, n z x r  returned. The Watclztosifier died and has 
been forgotten, if not forgiven. 

I t  must not be forgotten to mention the issue of the District School 
Jourml, published by the then county school superintendent. Charles 0. 
Curtis. I t  mas a journal worthy the cause it advocated, that of the educa- 
tion of the youth of the time. I t  had three issues of about one thousand 
two hundred each, and continued until the office of superintendent was ahol- 
ished. The issue \\-as a movement in the right direction, and had the pleas- 
ing effect of stimulating all to renewed energy in the cause of education. 

The evolution of the newspaper business has kept pace with the ad- 
vancement in other classes of business. 411 will remember the old hand- 
lever press which required a good strong "devil" to work it. That has 
been replaced by the power press, which is largely operated by electricity 
and which will print about fifteen hundred an hour as compared with the! 
hand press that started the perspiration at  tn-o hundred and fifty. -4nd then 
they are setting type n o ~ r  as you woultl run a typewriter and the same machine 
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takes away ail of the pleasure of distributing type. as the pesky thing does 
its own distributing of type. Then again that backaching luxury of fold- 
ing papers is now all denied the printer's "devil" by a machine which picks 
up the paper and folds it a good quicker than one can tell you about it. I t  
is feared they will yet come to the point where they will dispense with the 
"devil" altogether, especially in the printing shop. 

In  another office one may see a tall machine, which looks something 
like an aeolian harp. with a gentleman at the side of it thinking out what 
he wants the thing to say and as fast as he decides the thing picks out the 
proper type, puts it in place, carries it around to the other side of the ma- 
chine. puts it in place, melts some type metal. puts that in its proper place, 
chucks the type against the metal and you hare a line of printed matter 
to set in a frame. carried to the forms. placed in shape, carted to the power 
press and then. touch a button. the thing begins to move and out comes the 
printed thought of the typesetter just as if the whole thing was alive and 
working to a given end. Now slide it along to the folder and it folds them 
for the mailer: it puts on your name and address. it is carted to  the postoffice, 
where it is handed to the rural free delivery man and next day at ten 
o'clock you have all the news at  j-our home, fifteen to twenty-five miles in 
the country. IVhat nest. you exclaim! Well. what do you want next. for 
in all human probability it n-ill be yours in a very limited space of time. 



CH-APTEII XIII .  

B.\SKS -1SD B A S K I S G .  

Banks are generally considered of prime necessity in any 11-ell-equipped 
business community. Aft. Pleasant is no exception to  this rule. The first 
venture in that direction XTas about the year 1873-4. when one Rufus Smith 
established a very mild business in banking. H e  was located on the west 
side of Xain street, ilorth of the Donovan house. H e  carried on something 
of a business for some time and then closed out. 

The nest x n t u r e  11-as that of Hicks. Bennett & Company, who organ- 
ized. in April. 1 8 j j .  as a private banking institution, with Robert Young 
as cashier. They conducted the business under his supervision until 1876, 
:\-hen -1lbert E. ~ ~ t b n  came to Mt. Pleasant and took the position of 
cashier. x~ith some personal interest in the concern. Upton remained in 
the active control of the bank until January I, 1884. when he retired and 
went into the land and lumbering hminess. The ha& ~ 2 s  t!le:~ reorgan- 
ized into a national bank, under the name of the First National Bank of 
Mt. Pleasant. \\-it11 a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. Robert M. 
Steel, of St. Johns. Michigan. held the controlling interest in the stock. 
with his son. George Steel, in charge of his interests. There were also 
some lesser stockholders in AIt. Pleasant. George L. Granger. F. I\*. Carr 
and D. Scott Partridge, a stockholder and also cashier. This \\-as also a 
bank of issue and put our twelve thousand five hundred dollars in bills. I t  
continued in business until the panic of 189j,  when, on account of the strin- 
gency of the money market and the embarrassment of Mr. Steel. the hank 
closed. I t  \\-as placed in the hands of a receiver, Charles Wilson. of Grand 
Rapids, a fine man but \\-ith but little if any knowledge of the value of assets 
and but little t a d  in handling such commodities. H e  held the position for 
some time, when he resigned and George Reed, of Mt. Pleasant. was put 
in as receiver to close up the concern, which he did, selling in a bunch all 
of the assets left. 

In 1899. June 20. IVebber & Rue1 formed a copartnership. with a' 
capital of ten thousand dollars, and opened up a bank in the old National 
Bank building. with Elton J. Van Leuyen as cashier. This bank continued 
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to  do a fair business until about June, I g q l  when the Isabella County State 
Bank mas. organized, with a cash capital of thirty thousand dollars, with 
John S. Weidman, a capitalist, with a controlling interest in the concern. 
With him are connected some of our strong financiers as follows: A. 2. 
Campbell, F .  G. Theirs, F. Mitchel, E. J. Van Leuven, F. H. Dodds, 
T.  Gray, J. Kelley, L. D. Cole and J. S. IVeidinan, Jr. I t  is a strong and, 
conservative body of business men, calc~~lated. by their very presence, to 
convince the public that they are good bankers. \\:it11 Van Leuven installed 
as cashier, no one need worry about their money not being safe in that bank. 
From their report of November 10, 1910, it appears that their resources 
are five hundred thirty-two thousand nine hundred fifty-three dollars and 
forty-three cents. This bank is also considered a stanch and substantial 
institution and worthy of liberal patronage. They, too, own their banking 
building, which is a substantial and commodious buiiding and, well quipped 
for banking purposes. I t  is centrally located in the city and also contains 
the Mt. Pleasant Opera House, as well as a store and office for the pl-esi- 
dent of the banking company. 

George =2. Dusenbury and his brother William, in the year 1881, 

engaged in the business of private banking and loaning money on real estate 
security. This they continued with marked success until 1888. when the 
business was organized into a joint stock conlpany ~ i t h  a tn-enty-five thou- 
sand-dollar capitai, divided into tu  o hundred ail2 f i f t~ -  shares of one hundred 
dollars each, and the name was changed to that of Dusenburq-, Nelson & 
C o ~ p a n y .  This was a strong combination, the business being supervised 
by G. -A. Dusenbury, in n-hotx erery one had the utmost confidence. he 
being know1 to be a very czreful and prudent financier. 

The bank continued to do business under t l~ i s  name and direction until 
March 19, 1894. when it \\-as organized into the Eschange Savings Bank. 
with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. The ,stockholders were then 
George -4. Du~ei~Suq-,  5. E. Ne!snr?. J. Kinne;r. 11.. C. Dusenbury, L. 
IV. Smiih, C. X.  Eso~ks, C?. 31. She!&x. C. .A. Kellogg and -4. E. Gor- 
ham. They were all good men and comer\-ative in business. In  1895 
George A. Dusenbury was removed from them by death and since then 
the complesion of the bank has somewhat changed. For all that. others 
of strong standing in the community have purchased stock and become influ- 
ential in the bank, so that today i t  is. still a very strong and influential 
banking institution. I t  stil1,retains the confidence and support of the people, 
as is shown by the steady increase in deposits and enlargement in business. 
The present status of the bank. as shown by its sworn report to the state bank- 
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ing department for September, 1910, shows resources of four hundred fifty-six 
thousand one hundred eighty-nine dollars and forty-one cents. This is 
indeed a very flattering showing for a city of  the size of Mt. Pleasant, with 
another bank with equal resources. and is not only a good index for the 
baqk, but is also a flattering index of the prosperity of the community. 

When the Dusenbury bank was first started it was located on the north 
side of Broadway street and when Dusenbury, Nelson 8r Company com- 
inenced they located in the Kelson building on the west side of North iMain 
street, four doors south of Broadway, \x-here they remained until Map I j, 

1909. They had, however. in the year 1908~ purchased the lot on the north- 
east corner of block 18, it being at  the corner where Broadway and Main 
streets intersect. I t  is one of the most central and conspicuous parts of 
the city and is a very convenient and conspicuous place for a bank. 

The bank people had for some time felt that they had outgrown the 
building they were in and, finding at last that this property could be pur- 
chased, they seized the opportunity and purchased it. They tore down a 
good brick structure and erected on the site a 1-ery fine cut stone structure, 
designed especially for banking purposes. This building, after the outside 
structure was completed. was finished internally with offices. sitting and 
waiting rooms, rault, timelock. burglar aiarm and all other appliances 
t o  make the work easily done and with dispatch. A11 in all. it is a very 
complete and up to date banking outfit and n-orthy the effort of the owwrs 
in their desire to possess a beautiful and commodious banking home. The 
cost of the lot was ten thousand dollars, and the new structure is estimated 
to be worth about fifteen thousand dollars, not inclding the furniture and 
fixtures, which cost about ten thousand dollars, making the whole outfit 
worth about tmuty-fire thousand dollars. 

,411 this is well worthy the effort and is 1 1 0 ~  and \\.ill be appreciated 
by the generous public in increased business, as is shon-n by the addition of 
assets since last report of September. 1910, \vhich amount has now grown 
to  be substantially four hundred and eightyfive t!ioiis~iiJ dollars. 

The banking business of Broxx-n, Harris & Company opened up on 
the 12th day of January, 1583. in a neat banking building on the northeast 
corner of the block where the Commercial Bank building now stands. The 
company was composed of the following well-known persons : William N. 
Brown, Amelia S. I(. May, M. Derereaus. Minnie K. Brown, Samuel W. 
Hopkins. Elizabeth G. hellogg. D. H. Selson. John C. Leaton, Harris; 
Bros. and John W. Hance. Cash Groves was cashier for  a time, then Mr. 
Devereaux for a month. John -1. Harris after that was their cashier. 
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They did a thriving business for  some years, and then the Commercial Bank 
was chartered and took over the assets and business of Brom-n, Harris & 
Company. The Commercial was composed of Ami W. Wright, a capitalist 
of Alma, Michigan, with most of the parties forming the company of 
Brown, Harris & Company. The  capital stock \\-as fifty thousand dollars, 
all paid in, so that the new bank started off 13-ith a better equipment than 
the old one possessed. I t  was organized in 1883 and continued to do a 
thriving business fo r  a long time and \\-as considered one of the best in this 
part of the country. Some time after the estab!ishment of the Commercial 
Bank, which was located in the Commercial Bznk block, about April, 1888, 
John F. Ryan, William N. Brown and other of the citizens here and some capi- 
talists and prominent men of Saginaw proposed the organization of a 
savings bank and, acting on the suggestion, a number of them proceeded 
to organize a bank to be known as the People's Savings Bankt with a capital 
stock of fifty thousand dollars. Some of the stockholders n-ere the fol lo~~--  
ing: Minnie K. Bra\\-n. James S. Brown, Rev. J. A. Crowley, R. Kempf, 
Dr. F. H. Tyler, I. A. C. Tyler, If. Derereaux, J. F. Ryan and about twenty- 
fire others, making it a strong bank. I t  took up its quarters in the Com- 
mercial Bank building, taking the offices and vaults in the basement of the said 
block. This bank \\-as active in securing business and vas  able to loan a large 
amount of money on real estate securities. This it continued to do until 
November, 1895, \\.hen some of those in~erested ic  the tn-o hanks thought 
it would be better to consolidate the Commercial Bank and the PeopIe's 
Savings Bank under one organization. Notice was given to  the stockhold- 
ers, a meeting n-as held and the t n o  decided to join forces as one bank on 
the 11th day of December, 1895, mith a capital stock of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, divided into one thousand shares of one hundred dollars each. 
The bank was duly organized and new stock x a s  issued and exchanged for 
stock in the old concerns, share for share. This bank continued to do busi- 
ness until Xxy. 1897. \\-her. it closed its doors and was wound, up by a 
receix-el-. Tilei:. es;iiii;tc?, nssets at the time of closing were figured at 
one hundred forty-eight thousand four hundred four dollars and fifty-one 
cents. These were finally disposed of and the business closed up. On Sep- 
tember rg .  1897, three receivers were appointed by the court to n-ind up 
th.e concern. E. J. Van Leuren, VC'. E. Preston and L. E. Royal were the 
receivers. The!- took possession and began the effort to settle the business 
n-it11 the creditors of the bank. December 20, 1897, Van Leuven resigned 
and the other tn-o continued until July 21. 1898. \\-hen they resigned and 
Charles T. Russell was appointed and filed his bond, taking possession July 
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27, 1898: H e  finally closed by selling the assets to  the highest bidder, finally 
paying slxty-six per cent. to creditors. 

Shepherd is one of the growing villages of the county and is located 
in the oldest settled part of the county. In  December, 1 8 9 4 ,  feeling the 
necessity of a bank, several of the prominent business men organized the 
Commercial State Bank, with a capital stock of seventeen thousand dollars, 
divided into one hundred and seventy shares of one hundred dollars each, 
and the following persons became the purchasers of the stock: Isaac N. 
Shepherd, Thomas Hannett, Oliver H.  Adams, W. E. Adams, W. H. Kinter 
and L. D. Estee. I t  has been a strong and successful bank and has met the 
necessities of the locality to a good degree. I t  is conservative and safe, 
and can be relied upon as a reliable .institution. 

This was the only bank in Shepherd for some time. but finally John 
F. Ryan, who wa.s interested in the People's Savings Bank of Mt. Pleasant, 
started a private bank in Shepherd and opened it up in the back part of a 
brick store. I t  ran for a time, but finally closed,. 

Rosebush, a thriving burg about seven miles north of Mt. Pleasant, 
in 1908 was looked upon by some of the Mt. Pleasant bankers, who started 
a private bank, composed of the following persons: J. S. Weidman. A. Z. 
Campbell, F. L. Keeler, F .  G. Thiers, E. J .  Van Leuven and Floyd 
Mitchell. Homer Campbell is their cashier and is doing a fine business 
for them. I t  is called the Rosebush Banking Company. The proprietors 
visit the bank often and the people patronizing it may well feel safe and 
secure in their business relations with the bank. It is located in one of 
the rich farming districts of the county, the farmers being generally \\-dl- 
to-do and thrifty. 

The rillage of Iveidman, located toward the n-ester11 part of the county 
and the scene of J. S. Weidman's lumbering operations, also was in need 
of banking facilities. On August 3. 1908, the Weidman Banking Company 
... -..I --... 
w a s  I G I I I I C ~ ,  coi~lpsed of j. S . V\;reidman, A. 2 .  .Campbeii, F. i. Keeier, 
7'- c m , .  r. t,. ~niers,  j. A. Daman. E. j. Van -Leuven a i d  Fioyd Iliitcheii. This 
is a good combination and the company is doing a prosperous and safe 
business. They are a great accommodation to the western half of the county 
and deserve the patronage of that section. 

The Central State Savings Bank, located at Shepherd, was formed in 
April. rgro. and is composed of the following persons: J. L. Upton. J. H. 
Struble. I f .  B. Astell. XI.  L. Faunce, W. C. Myres. K. E. Struble, -4. : 

G. Struble. J. Kratz, George A. Reese, E. S. McClellen. A. G. Xndrews. W. - 

Anderson. B. M. Adarns, J. Allen. L. E. Wetsel and -4. R. Cole. Their capital 
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stock is twenty thousand dollars, divided into tv  o hundred shares of one hull- 
dred dollars each. This bank has made a good start and will undoubtedly add 
to  their business. as they are composed of some of the best men in Shepherd 
and vicinity. 

The only other bank organized in the county was the Farmers & Mer- 
chants' Bank of Mt. Pleasant. This u-as a private copartnership with E. 
C. Vermillion as the manager. I t  had some very good men in its organiza- 
tion, but the manager failed to impress the people generally ,nith his ability 
as  a banker and, with the competition of two banks, with about half a mil- 
lion of business each, it was not a paying enterprise and the manager de- 
camped between two days and failed to  be present on a Monday morning 
a t  the opening hour of the bank. As he was the only one in the county 
who knew the combination of the safe. the bank remained closed so far  
as business mas concerned. The copartners are now settling ilp the busi- 
ness of the venture. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 

Surely a history of the county would not be complete without some ref- 
erence to the medical profession. They are an important factor in society 
and at times seem to be the most important of all. Whenever we are ailing, 
our thought runs out to the doctor and we begin to speculate as to what 
we may expect if we call one or  what the outcome will be if we do not, 
and it usually ends in our calling upon the doctor of our choice and then 
make the best we can out of the attempt to lire. If we are strong and of 
a long-lived family, the chances are that we may pull through despite the 
medicine of the good physician and the microbes that are swarming around 
to assist the good doctor. Many a tussle hare n-e had and so far hare 
come off victorious, but as we are in the rut and see no way out, we shall 
in all probability continue in our course and by and by we expect that he 
xi11 get the better of us and ther, our on!>- hope will be ii; the good minister, 
to take charge of what is left of us. But the doctor we must have, say 
what you will; he is on the ground and there to stay. so try and be prepared 
for whatever shall come and make the best of it. 

Wesley J. Corbus mas the first physician to enter the then wilderness 
of Isabella county. H e  had prepared himself for his profession by reading 
some four years vi th Doctor Chauncey at Girard Center. Branch county. 
Michigan. H e  commenced his practice at  U7arsa~x, Ind., was there about 
three years, when he returned to Michigan and opened an office at  Union 
City. Srznc"c1.:r.ty. remained there for  serera! years a d  the?? n-s?t tn 

Tekonsha. Michigan. where he remained until April, 1563, \\-hen he bought 
three hundred and twenty acres of land on section 13, in Lincoln, Isabella 
county. and settled upon the same, made himself a home. which u-as no 
light task. as it was heavily timbered by mostly hard wood timber. H e  
cleared about sixty acres and gave the most of the rest to his children. 
H e  entered upon the practice of medicine just as soon as he was settled 
in the county and continued his practice as long as he remained in the county. i 
H e  was a good practitioner and very successful, for he was not only a good 
doctor, but he was a natural nurse, and it almost seems that this qualification 
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was equal to his knowledge and use of drugs. The  doctor \\-as also some- 
thing of a dentist, as we remember of seeing him operate on a poor fellow 
suffering with the jumping toothache one hot day in June, 1S6j. The man 
n-as on a survey of a highway running in front of the doctor's house, his 
tooth got unmanageable and the doctor tackled it with a pair of common 
forceps. 113th these he made five attempts to remove the brute. b ~ ~ t  each 
time the critter slipped off and it seemed to become serious. The doctor 
in the goodness of his heart ven t  into the house and. not being in a dry 
county, brought out a tumbler full of whisky and told the fellon- to s~rallon. 
that, and while he was imbibing the liquor the doctor \\-as tying a couple 
of linen handkerchiefs around a singular looking instrument he called a 
turnkey, but which looked to me more like a swivel and cant hook combined. 
Anyn-ay, ~vhen he at last saw that the fellow had disposed of his whisky, 
he hitched upon that stubborn tooth, and holy Moses. there was trouble. 
but the doctor came out victorious, and we never heard from that particular 
tooth afterxard. The doctor settled in Mt. Pleasant in 1875 and here con- 
tinued his profession with marked success. In  1878 he went to Cincinnati 
and took a course of study in the Electric Medical Institute. under the cele- 
brated Doctor Scudder. H e  was graduated there in 1879. H e  remained 
in practice until 1886. \\.hen he sold out and moved West. 

Dr. Delos Rraman was another of the early physicians to locate in the 
county. H e  n-as born in Schenectacly county. Xelv York, aboui iS30, at 
Braman's Corners. His father, Joseph Rraman, was also a physician before 
him. D e b s  was a graduate of Union College and also a graduate of the 
medical college at  rilbanj-. New k'ork. -After graduating he practiced for 
a time with his father at  Braman's Corners and then took a post-graduate 
course, after ~ h i c h .  in 1Sj6, he went to Kilbourn City, IVisconsin, and took 
up the practice a: that place and folIo\~etl it until 1862, n-hen he crossed 
the plains to Humboldt. Sel-ada. ~vhere he practiced and prospected for four 
years. Returning East, he settied in Xvit. Pleasant in 13% ax! took up the 
practice of medicine and continued the saixe cnii: i372,  he:: he re?r.oved 
to the \\-ester11 part of the state for a time and then returned to his old home 
at Braman's Corners. xhere he still resides. Braman \vas a first-class physi- 
cian. Careful and sympathetic toward his patients. he naturally won the con- 
fidence of his patrons and he was affable to a large degree. so that all \\-ere 
draxvn toward him. 

Very soon after Braman. there came a Doctor 34011~ who remained for 
a short time and then departed TYe have but little kno\vledge of him except 
that he practiced for a time here in Mt. Pleasant. 
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Then about 1868-9 Dr. Seth T.  Worden moved here from northwestern 
Ohio, and went into practice and, with his son-in-law, Gavitt, built a drug 
store on the north side of Broadxay. They remained until 1871, when 
they sold the drug store and soon removed back to Ohio. While here the 
doctor did some practice. H e  was a fair physician and a genial gentleman. 

In 1873 Dr. 31. F. Fasquelle, a graduate of Michigan Gnix-ersity, a 
son of the well-known professor of modern languages in the University of 
Michigan, Louis J. Fasquelle, and a publisher of French text-books and 
other publications, located a t  Mt. Pleasant and commenced the practice of 
medicine. H e  built up a good practice and retained it to the end. He was 
a genial gentleman as well as a good practitioner. H e  was of the regular 
school of physicians. H e  contin~ierl to practice up to -4upst 1, 1891, 
when he died. 

Dr. Peter E. Richmond was another of the stanch members of the 
profession who located here in 1883, fresh from McGill University, and 
remained in active practice until the summer of 1910, when he n-as suddenly 
stricken down while in Saginan-. H e  n-as also one of the happy. genial 
members of Mt. Plexsant society. H e  was punctual in his business and a 
successful practitioner, and n-ell deserved the high reputation he bore in 
this community. H e  will be missed by all who knew him. 

About 1883 Dr. L. C. Payne settled in the county and commenced the 
practice of medicine. The record indicates that he is of the regular school. 
H e  located first at Nottan-ay, then Beal City, remained there for  some time 
and then removed to ?\It. Pleasant. and after practicing there for a time 
removed to Weidman, \\-here he now is. and is having a good practice. 

Dr. Allen Keene, a graduate of Bellevue Medical College. located at 
Winn, Isabella county, about May I. 1878, and entered upon the active 
practice of his profession. He remained at Winn for a long time and 
enjoyed a lucrative practice. .%bout ten years ago he moved to Ylt. Pleasant. 
where he continued his practice and is stiii in the harness. The  doctor is a 
whoie-souied gentieman and enjoys. and justly so, the confidence and re- 
spect of all who know him. He has been a s~~ccessful practitioner and has 
made many a heart glad in his rounds of duty, never shrinking on account 
of bad roads o r  inclement weather. Long may he live to enjoy the fruits 
of his untiring labors. 

Dr. I f .  H .  Hillyard is another of the old-timers who came to  the county 
when it was new and but thinly settled, and put out his sign in Dushville. : 
H e  was another of those noble representatives of the med,ical profession 
who was always at his post of duty. H e  was a graduate of the Penn 
Medical College. He was an eclectic. and settled here about 1876. 
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Dr. Loren A. Houghton, a graduate of the University of Michigan 
Medical College in 1872, old school. located at  Blanchard very soon after 
his graduation and entered upon the active practice of his calling. H e  re- 
mained in the discharge of his duties as such practitioner until the time of 
his death, which xvas about March. I@. H e  was a good physician. very 
successful in his practice. and n-as much sought for in all intricate cases 
where it required not only great kno\~-ledge but good judgment and skill. 

Jason XI. Casper. one of the early physicians to settle in Isahella and 
at  Loomis, went there in IS;; and comn~enced the practice in that place 
and vicinit~.. H e  was an excellent physician and very soon \vas possessed 
of a splendid practice. H e  \\-as a scholar and thoroughly versed in his pro- 
fession. He continued there until his death. which overtook him on June 
21, 1882. H e  \vas a graduate of the University of Michigan and his 
death n-as a hard blon- to his friends and accluaintances. 

Dr. Celia W. Taylor was another of the earl!- doctors to settle at 
Loomis. She graduated from the University of Michigan in 1880 and 
settled in Loomis about 1882 and entered upon the practice of her pro- 
fession. She was a successf~~l practitioner. and ver\- much liked by the 
people generally. but Loornis was too small a place for her talent and after 
a successful stay of about elel-en years she removed from there to Saginall-. 

Dr. F. H. Spencer settled at  Loomis about 1884. He lvas a graduate 
from College of Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago. in llarch, 1883. and 
immediately settled in Loomis. H e  lvas a bright fellow. and soon estab- 
lished a good practice. but seeing better things at  G l a d ~ i n .  he mor-ec1 to that 
place after being in Loomis about one year. 

Frank H. Tyler n-as a homeopathic practitioner lvho settled at Mt. 
Pleasant about 1881. He was a graduate of the University of Michigan 
in july, 1 8 8 ~ .  We practiced for some ti:m at N?. Pleasant with marked 
success. He ivas a genial fellou- and was much sought after by the Mt. 
Pleasant society. After remaining there iol- severai years, he moved to 
I<alamazoo \\-here he is still in practice and \\-it11 the same success that ai- 
tended his efforts at  Mt. Pleasant. 

James H.  Hudson \:-as a graduate from the medical department of the 
Unil-ersity of Michigan June 23. 1883. and settled a t  Shepherd. Isabella 
county. Michigan, immediately thereafter. H e  \\-as a bright fellon- and soon 
built up a good practice. H e  remained in that community for some years 
and then moved away. , 

Dr. J. L. Petz was a graduate from the Philadelphia University in Feb- 
ruary. 1879. and settled in 3lt. Pleasant in 1883. H e  n-as a physician of 
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no mean proportions. H e  practiced here for a time with good success, but 
the town seemed too small for him and after three or  four years of a resi- 
dence and practice he mored away. 

Frank M. Gross was a doctor from Pennsylvania who settled for a 
time in the village of Loomis. He went there about 1884 and remained . 

some four or fire years and then moved back to Pennsylvania. H e  was a 
graduate from the Eclectic Medical University of Cincinnati. Ohio. He 
was a good physician, a hearty, jolly good fellow. enjoyed all that there 
was good in life and made everybody happy around him. H e  was very 
much missed when he took his departure. 

Dr. T.  Cook Royal was a graduate from the New York Homeopathic 
College, in March, 1883, and very soon thereafter settled in Mt. Pleasant, 
where he followed his profession for some time with marked success; was 
there about five years and then moved to Ballston Springs, NIW York. He 
was a bright fellow and had in him the making of a good physician. His 
work here was highly appreciated and he was very much thought of. 

About 1876 Jesse J. Struble located at Salt River and commenced the 
practice of medicine. ' The record does not show that he was a graduate of 
any school of medicine. H e  was accounted a good physician and enjoyed 
a good practice while he followed the profession. The record of 1883 
shows that at  that time he had been in practice over sixteen years. H e  died 

In March, 1876, Allen J. Struble graduated at the Ohio Medical Col- 
lege in Cincinnati, Ohio, as a regular physician and soon came to Salt 
River and entered upon the practice of his profession. H e  was a bright 
and natural physician. H e  enjoyed a fine practice during all the time that 
he was in the practice, which was up to the time of his death, which occurred 
December 18, 1893. 

Dr. John B. Lavery is an eclectic and has been in practice for about 
thirty-fire years. He came to Isabella about Kovember 29, 1883. and settled 
in Lincoln. H e  is, now located in Mt. Pleasant. He is a quaint and peculiar 
personage, and follows largely a peculiar line of practice. H e  is especially 
notable for his success in treating chronic and peculiar cases. mmy of them 
cases that other physicians have abandoned or pronounced incurable, and 
with such he has had wonderfu! success at times. 

Dr. J. J. Stoner was a student at  the Hahnemann Medical Institute in 
Chicago, where he graduated in 1880. H e  either came to Mt. Pleasant 
soon after or lived here when he graduated. He was a homeopathist and : 
practiced here with fair success for some time and then moved West. 

Dr. Warren -q. Sayers was a graduate of Jefferson Medical College, 
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taking his degree June 30, 1874 H e  belonged to the regular school of 
physicians. H e  settled at  Shepherd about 1884 and remained for some 
time. H e  enjoyed the confidence of the people, who gave him a fine prac- 
tice. H e  is a very studious man and keeps abreast of the times, going often 
to the colleges for a short term to brush up and acquire anything new in 
the line of his practice. H e  was for a time located in Mt. Pleasant and, 
then returned to Shepherd, where he non- is in the active practice of his 
profession, and enjoying the confidence of his neighbors which he has so 
justly earned. 

Dr. James McEntee is a graduate of the Detroit Medical College, tak- 
ing his degree March 1, 1885. H e  soon thereafter commenced the practice 
of medicine in Mt. Pleasant and has been in active practice ever since. The 
doctor is a good, scholar and stands well among his brethren. H e  has also in 
later years made a specialty of the eye and ear. H e  is considered among 
the best of the physicians and enjoys a fine practice in this and adjoining 
communities. He is still in the harness and is good for some time to come. 

Vannen H. Worden claimed in 1885 to have graduated by practice, and 
claimed to be a homeopathist of ten years' practice. H e  I\-as a roving in- 
dividual and had a faculty of drawing people to him. H e  was at Blanchard. 
also at Brinton, and several persons have claimed to be students of his or 
practicing under his tutorage. H e  came to the county a b u t  188j and n-as 
here for some time and then sought a more congenial climate and did not 
return. His practice was, like his person, very much varied. 

Dr. J. E. Gruber, of Shepherd, mas graduated at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
about 1874 and filed his certificate at  Wlt. Pleasant August 23, 1886 I-Ie is 
of the regular school and has enjoyed a 1ucrati.i-e practice ever since he 
commenced. H e  is one of the standbys at Shepherd. He is judicious and 
careful, not disposed to take unnecessary chances. He has the confidence 
and respect of the community, and his ability. integrity and conduct in the 
community justly entitles him to the same. E e  has 'ken a successhi! prac- 
titioner and seeks to keep abreast of the times. 

Dr. A. T. Getchell is a prominent practitioner since March. 1884. He 
is of the regular school and a graduate of the University of Michigan. He 
has enjoyed a lucrative practice since his first settlement in this community. 
H e  is counted one of our foremost practitioners, and his reputation for skill 
has continually grown and is still growing in the community. 

Dr. J. E. Shaw was a graduate from Toronto. Ontario, and came to 

Rosebush and took his brother's place for a time and then returned. IIe 
was counted a good physician. 
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Dr. B. C. Sham, a brother of the above, located at Rosebush and com- 
menced the practice of medicine and after following the practice for a while he 
suspended for a time to attend lectures a t  a medical school, returning, filed 
his certificate June 22, 1898. H e  is of the regular school and is enjoying a 
splendid practice at  the present time. H e  is very much thought of at  and 
around Rosebush, where he has operated for a long time. 

S. F. Fry, of Erinton. made his certificate on December 21, 1891, that 
he had practiced the profession for fourteen years. H e  did not claim to 
be a graduate from any reputable college of medicine. H e  has done some- 
thing to ra rd  relieving the distressed in his toxvn and neighborhood. H e  is 
a kind gentleman and has done as well as he can. 

Dr. Charles D. Pullen is a graduate of the Michigan Cniversity and 
has also made a specialt. of the ear, nose and throat. H e  took his degree 
as a homeopath physician on the 30th day of June. 1892. settled in Aft. 
Pleasant, commenced the practice of his profession and has continued the 
same from that time continuously. sax-ing an occasional racation in taking 
post-graduate n-ork. He has had very fine success in his work and now 
stands as  one of the leaders in the profession in this part of the county. 
H e  is kind. affable. patriotic and liberal, His nork has gil-en good saris- 
faction and he has a host of friends as the result of his success. H e  is a 
good citizen as n-el! as a good physician. 

Dr. C. S. Park was a graduate of the Detroit Medical College and 
belonged to the regular school of physicians. He came to Mt. Pleasant 
about January I. 1894. and entered upon his practice here. He \\as classed 
anlong the best and 17-as also considered a very fine surgeon. H e  made 
good progress in his ~vork and made many friends in the con~munity. He 
died very suddenly, which terminated the labors of a bright man and a 
talented physician. 

Dr. W. R. Weagart, a graduate of the Physio-Medical Colleze of Chi- 
cago. received his certificate May 18. 1883. He came to Loomis county 
about 1902, remained there for a short time, then went an-ay. but returned 
again and re-entered the practice, but for some reason was not content and 
moved away from the county. 

Dr. Arthur E. Sweatland settled in Shepherd about April. 18gj, and 
entered the practice of medicine. H e  was a graduate of Bellevue Medical 
College, New l?oi-k. March 2j. 1895. H e  was a man of considerable ability 
and built up a good practice. H e  stayed only a fen- years and sold out a d  
moved away. 

Dr. Frank Taylor came to Shepherd about 1901 and build LIP quite a 
practice, but soon got dissatisfied and sold out and n-ent west. 
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Dr. Charles E. Goodwin bought out Doctor Taylor and entered upon 
the practice in Igoj. H e  was a good physician and a splendid man. H e  
built up a fine business and was well thought of by all. H e  continued the 
practice until he died in 1910. 

Dr. C. C. Graves was another physician to enter the practice of medicine 
in Shepherd. H e  caiiie about 1902 and remained about one year. when 
his talent was learned by the United States naval authorities and he was 
tendered and accepted a position as surgeon in the navy, where he now is. 
H e  was said to be extremely bright and well deserving of the position he 
obtained. 

Doctor King was another of the bright men that practiced medicine a t  
Shepherd. He came about the year 1900 and remained in the active prac- 
tice for some time with eminent success. H e  remained until about 1906, 
when he concluded t o  enter a more extended fieId and also decided to make 
a specialty of nervous diseases, so pulled up and moved to Detroit where he 
is now located and doing a fine business. 

Amy A. Holcomb first studied at Owosso and Chicago and then in 1894 
filed her certificate and practiced under the supervision of Doctor Pullen. 
She afterward took further lectures at  the Hahnemann Medical College of 
Chicago and graduated there March 28, 1895. She has been in active prac- 
tice in 31t. Pleasant for a number of years with marked success. She is 
active, attentive to  her profession and has been credited with a number of 
pronounced successes. She is a good general practitioner and commands 
the respect of her acquaintances. 

Dr. Benjamin F. P. Johnson is a graduate of Detroit Medical College, 
taking his degree May 3, 1895. H e  located at  Rosebush and has enjoyed 
a lucrative practice there. H e  is well qualified to fill the place. is well liked 
and is successful in his n-ork. H e  has a host of friends and \\-ell deserves 
them. 

Lpia ,  1jT. Soper, ~ - h o  c!lirr.ed tc have graduated. from a medical college 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1890, practiced for a time at Sherman City and was 
for a short time in Mt. Pleasant and then departed. 

Dr. Charles T. Soper graduated at Cincinnati. Ohio, in February, 18go, 
and in 1894 located a t  Sherman City. where he enjoyed an extensire practice 
up to the time he moved to Barryton. Mecosta county. H e  was a bright 
fello\\- and n-as generally liked. . 

Dr. L. J. Burch was'graduated at  the Detroit 34edical College -4pril 13. 
1896, and soon thereafter opened an office in this county and entered upon 
the practice of medicine. H e  continued here for some time and then went 

(14) 
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to Giadwin and practiced for some time there, when he again returned to 
Mt. Pleasant \\-here he is n o x  engaged in the practice of his profession. H e  
has made quite a success, but moving away lost him his patronage which he 
had built up and now he has to recover that. H e  is a genial fellow and \\-ill 
soon recover \\-hat he lost. H e  is attentive to his business and is bound to 
succeed. 

Charles 11. Baskerville is also a graduate from the Detroit College of 
Meclicine. taking his degree May j. 1897 June 12, 1897. he filed his cer- 
tificate in Isabella county and has been in the practice ever since. H e  too 
has made good and is now enjoying a good practice and \\-inning favor as 
11-ell as business in his profession. 

l\lel\-in E. De Groat n-as a graduate of the Detroit College of Medicine. 
receiving his degree March 23, 1897. and on June 28, 1897. filed his certificate 
in Isabella county and comn~enced the practice of medicine at  Weidman. 
H e  remained there for a time and then moved to the western country. 

J. Phil Young was graduated from Keokuk, Iowa. February 13. 1878, 
came to Salt Rirer and entered into the practice of medicine. H e  remained 
there for some time. making a success of his practice. but finally mo\-ed to 
Blancharcl n-here he remained for some time. H e  afterward practiced in 
Montcalm county, and finally moved to  California, where he died some four 
or fire years ago. He \\-as a good practitioner and was generally liked by all 
\vho knew him. 

Dr. S. E. Gardner n-as graduated from Jefferson Medical College. Phila- 
delphia. May 2.  1893. and filed his certificate in Isabella county January j, 
1899. ancl has been in the active practice of his profession e w s  since. H e  
is a very particular ancl precise gentleman. has built np a fine practice. is 
counted one of the leaders in the profession, has and does keep abreast of the 
times. H e  makes a specialt)- of the eye, ear, nose and throat and has deli\-- 
ered several talks on the co~~struction of the eye. H e  is a man of fen- words 
2nd has a faculty of expressing himself in such a way that any one can under- 
stand him. H e  is bound to make his mark in the \\-orlcl. H e  has advanced 
thought on scientific matters and has no prejudices as to new ideas. but is 
ready to investigate and decide for himself after a full examination of the 
subject. H e  has h i l t  up a good and lucrative practice. enjoys life and is 
willing that others should also. He is United States pension examiner and 
secretary of the board. 

Dr. 1. Franklin .%dams came to Mt. Pleasant about April 19. 1899. and 
comn~eneed the practice of medicine. H e  was a graduate of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago in April. 1893. He has been in the 
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active practice from the time he entered the practice and has given splendid 
satisfaction. H e  is one of the busiest of the profession and has been for a 
long time. H e  is wedded to  his profession and is affable and kind hearted and 
very sympathetic with his patients. He has all that he can do and only seeks 
a vacation when he needs rest. H e  has a host of friends and is just the right 
kind of a person to hold them. 

Sam H. Wetly was a graduate from the Detro~t Medical College. H e  
graduated March 3. 1896. and came to  Isahella county in 1899. He com- 
menced business at Beal City where he continued \\-~th good success for some 
time and then removed to Blanchard. where he has practiced xvith good suc- 
cess H e  is a person of good ability and genial in his practice. 

Sorton D. Coons was a graduate from the University of M~chigan and 
was a resident of Mt. Pleasant when he entered college. However, he only 
remained here a short time after his graduation. which \\-as June 13, 1898. 
H e  then went west and is having good success as a practitioner in the n-est- 
ern country. 

11'. W. Kerr, a graduate of the Medical School of Louis~-ille. Kentucky, 
came to Shepherd in 189;. having graduated in June of that year. He was 
at Shepherd only a short time and then moved anay.  

Dr. G. S. Foclen is another of the late comers at Shepherd. He filed his 
certificate about June, 1910. H e  has been in rile cu~~i i i>  su h i :  a :inx t!~z.t 
he has not as yet established what he can do. H e  is counted as a well-bred 

and, given time. n ill undoubtedly establish a good and successful 
practice. 

Back in 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Spooner located in Shepherd and started out 
in the practice of medicine. H e  bought out Doctor King on his deciding to 
go to Detroit. They undertook to continue King's practice. hut circunistances 
\\-ere such that they did not succeed and after I-emajning there about a year 
they decided ro seek other paski-es a i d  msre:! 2 ~ 2 > - .  

Dr. .To1111 Grubel- is tile sun u l  3 .  j. E. Srzhcr .  -.i SF.epher?. The  
young man graduated in May. 1902. and then returned to Shepherd and prac- 
ticed I\-ith his father for a time and then went north ant1 settled in Mesick. 

- where he is no\v enjoying a fine practice and. what is better. he is well liked 
by the citizens of that thriring village. 

There \\-as a Mat Kelly, a graduate in June ax. 1902. I\-ho settled at 
11-inn. He \\as there but a short time and then moved away. 

IYilliam B. Richmond, a Mt Pleasant boy. graduated as a physician on 
October 20, 1902. and returned to >It. Pleasant \\here he remained but a 
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short time and then went south and is now engaged in the practice of his 
profession with a good measure of success. 

Otto F. Bertram came to Beal City in September, 1903, having gradu- 
ated in March of that year. H e  remained in the practice there but a limited 
time and then changed his location. 

William G. Young, having graduated May 14, 1903, settled in Weidman 
in December of that year. He, too, remained at hispost for a limited time and 
then changed his location. 

J. H .  Switzer was also a graduate in April, 1903. and in July, 1905, filed 
certificate in Isabella county, and located at Leaton, where he remained for 
a time in the practice of his profession. H e  was unfortunate in having 
trouble with his famiiy, which resulted in his death. 

Dr. D. H.  McRae graduated May 29, 1go5, and settled at  Rosebush in 
-4ugust of that year and took up his practice. H e  remained there for a time 
and then changed to Beal City, where he now is and is enjoying a wide and 
lucrative practice. He is a good physician and receiGes a good word from 
all whq know or  have cause to  employ him. 

Dr. B. C. Shaw was located at  Rosebush in 1900 and remained for a 
time in the practice of his profession and then retired. 

Dr. 91. Sweeny conmenced his practice in this county at  Weidman in 
1901 and continued it for a time in that place and afterward he was for a 
time located at Mt. Pleasant and then moved to Rosebush, where he divides 
his time between the practice of medicine and his drug store. H e  is a gradu- 
ate, having received his degree in January, 1900. H e  is doing a fairly good 
business and has made a good many friends. 

Charles R. W. Southwick graduated May 4. 1905. and filed his certificate 
May 6th of the same year and opened up an office at Weidman where he 
practiced for about three years and then removed to the southern part of the 
state. f i e  did not remain long enough to establish himself firmly in the husi- 
ness. H e  has the requisite talent to make a good physician. 

Dr. M. S. Gregory came to Mt. Pleasant from Traverse City in October, 
I@, and remained but a short time, when he returned to his former home. 
H e  was a bright and scholarly gentleman and a good physician, but did not 
see his way clear to remain here. 

Dr. C. J. Powers is a comparatively late arrival in Winn. H e  graduated 
June 28, 1907; and came to Isabella and filed his certificate and commenced 
the practice October I j, 1910, so that he has not been here long enough t o  
have established a solid reputation. S o  far as we can learn. he-is a gentleman 
of good appearance and has the qualification to make good. 
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Dr. C. H. Lavar, of Leaton. is a new comer who has not been here long 
enough so that we can know very much about him. I t  will be up to him to 
make good. H e  has a good field to work in and there is no reason why he 
should not do well. 

Dr. E. F. Rondet graduated June 17: 1907, and filed his certificate 
January 31. rgoj, and he commenced his practice at  Beal City. H e  remained 
there for a time doing a fair business. but. not being satisfied, moved away. 

Dr. C. J. Ettinger graduated June 22, 1908, and settled at  Winn in 
November of that year and comn~enced the practice of his profession. H e  
remained there for two or three years and then decided to return to Ann 
Arbor. H e  was a good schoiar and a bright practitioner, but the location 
was not entirely to his taste and he sought a change. While he TI-as in 'Il'inn 
he made many friends and some money and built up considerable of a business. 

-1. C. Heubner was graduated January 26. 1900, and filed his certificate 
in Isabella county September 4th of the same year. He settled for a time 
at  Elanchard, practicing his profession and then moved away. With what 
success he met. 11-e are not informed. 

Dr. John F. Taber filed his certificate of graduation in Isabella county 
on January 22. 1900. and settled at L e ~ t s n .  where he was in the practice for 
a :;ear or nore. H e  \\-as a man of some ability, hut just how much he might 
hare accomplisl~ecl if he had remained we cannot tell. H e  made friends 
while there. but for some reason he decided not to remain and moved away. 

Dr. J. i. Brubaker was graduated from the Washington University 
June 30. 1874, and established himseif in Isabella county in 1885, a: Wicn. 
and practiced there for a number of years with good success. H e  was a man 
of good ability and presence. and made many friends in his practice and the 
neighborhood and he was missed when he went away. H e  removed to 
A.ltnona, Pennsylx-aria. and is there now. 

nnctn!- I l a y a r r l  ic  entitled to notice in this history from the fact that 
he \vas one of the first men to practice in the north part of the county. H e  
first \rent onto a new farm in the now township of Vernon in about the year 
1867. and between clearing up a new piece of land, "keeping bach" and re- 
lieving the distress of the people in sickness you would say that he was one 
of God's noblemen. H e  is withal a most genial gentleman and a good ph!-- 
sician. .liter foI1o11-ing this life for a time he moved to the city of Clare 
where he now resides an honored and respected citizen. 

There was a Dr. L. R. Dickerson !ocated at  Shepherd about 1907, but 
the people do not seen1 to know anything about him. 

Dr. S. C. Bro\rn was located at  Shepherd and afterward at  Mt. Pleasant 
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H e  started in Shepherd or old Salt River about 1869 and entered upon the 
practice of medicine: he did not claim to be a graduate from any particular 
school, but he was a man of exceptional ability and soon after he commenced 
at Salt River he built up a good practice and was well liked. He \\-as for a 
time in partnership Ivith Dr. Jesse J. Struble. Brown remained in the prac- 
tice until about 18,78. at  1-yhich time he commenced the publication of the 
Northzcvsfenz Tribune at  Salt River, continued that for a couple of years and 
then moved to  Mt. Pleasant with his paper. 

The physicians and surgeons now in practice in the county are as follou-s : 

Mt. Pleasant-Dr. J. F. Xdams, Dr. C. M. Baskerville. Dr. L. J. Burch. 
Dr. S. E. Gardiner, Dr. X T. Gctchell. Dr. Amanda Decker Holcomb. Dr. 
A. Keene. Dr. J. D. Lavery. Dr. James McEntee, Dr. C. D. Pullen. 

At Shephercl-Dr. H. V. Abbott. Dr. J. E. Gruber, Dr. I T T .  -1. Sayers. 
Dr. G. S. Foden and Dr. H. H. Ennis. 

At M'inn-Dr. C. J. Abbott and Dr. C. J. Poviers 
- l t  Rlanchard-Dr. Sam. H. Watlp. 
At Leaton-Dr. C. 13. Larar. 
At Beal City-Dr. D. H. McRae. 
.It 1Veidrnal;-Dr. L. C. Pa)-r,e. 
At Sherman City-Dr. E. S.  Rondot. 

At Rosebush-Dr. B. F. P. Johnson. Dr. B. C. Shaw, and Dr. M. 
S\veeny. 

There nere also the Chase brothers who settled in 1 8 7 1  in Salt River 
and practiced for some time with success. but were not satisfied \\-it11 the 
future outlook and they moved away. 

At Isahella City in 1871. Dr D. B -q;lllen located for a brief period \\-hen 
he too moved to some other piace. 

DEKTISTRY. 

Dentistry has become one of the important professions and is receiving 
the amount of care and supervision that it merits by the state and also the 
profession. 

One of the very first to enter the profession in Mt. Pleasant \\-as Dr. G. 
A. Goodsell. H e  was the son of one of the first settlers under the home- 
stead act and he settled on section 28 in Union township. 

The Doctor commenced the practice of dentistry September 18, 1879, 
and continued in the practice until he died. H e  was a very humane and 
tender hearted person and sympathized with his patrons. H e  was successful 
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in his practice and had, as he deserved, the coilfidence and respect of all who 
knew him. H e  died June 23, 1899. 

Dr. G. F. Richardson is also one of the old timers in the profession. 
He studied dentistry some years before he came here and practiced for 
several years and then came to  Isabella county ancl to Mt. Pleasant, arriving 
here in August. 1884. and opened an office for business and very soon had 
his share of the patronage. H e  has continued ancl still is in the active prac- 
tice of his profession er-ery day except during the trout season and during 
that time if you \vish to see the Doctor all you have to do is to  hunt up the 
best trout stream in the state and you ivill find him offering the finest de- 
ceptive bait that a trout ever jumped after. The Doctor is a good dentist. 
is genial and desirous of relieving his patients from pain and give them a 
perfect job. H e  is doing a good business and deserves n-hat he gets. 

Dr. C. 0. Sheline is one of our later arrirals. He studied for some 
time with Doctor Richardson and then after getting his diploma, in January? 
1901. he commenced the practice with Doctor Richardson and is still in 
business at the old stand. H e  is a genial young man, wedded to his pro- 
fession, and is doing a nice business, giving good satisfaction and is bo~md 
to make good. H e  is a studious fellow and \viZ surely keep abreast of the 
time. 

Dr. Charles Southxick graduated iron1 the dentistrj departmei~t of the 
University of Nichigan in June. 189j, and located at  Mt. Pleasant J d y  20. 

189;. and has been here continuo~~sly from that time to the present. H e  is 
having a run of patronage and is giving satisfaction to his customers. H e  
will ah-ays keep up with the advanced ideas of his profession. H e  attends 
strictly to business and merits the confidence and trust inlposed in him by his 
patrons. 

Dr. Fred Vandercook is a graduate from the University of Michigan, 
receiving his dipionla in 1900. aiid sooc thereafter. in September, TWO. set- 
tled in hit. Pleasant and coinnirncrG t l ~  practice of his professim: He haq 

since that time been in active practice and has been reasonably successful and 
merits the success he has attained. H e  is a very generous fellow and desires 
to please his patrons and so far has given good results. H e  is a gron-ing. 
progressive person and  ill keep abreast of the best there is in the profes- 
sion. H e  is sure to  retain the good position he has acquired among his 
brethren. 

Dr. Fred H .  S\\-artz \\-as born in Isabella county and n-as raised and 
attended school in the county. He finally took up the profession of clentistry. 
H e  graduated a t  Indianapolis, Indiana, and aftern-ard came to  Mt. Pleasant 
and practiced for a time and also practiced some time in Montcalm county. 
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then came to Mt. Pleasant and after a time moved to Gladwin, returned 
again to Mt. Pleasant and soon thereafter died very suddenly. He also took 
a post-graduate course at Detroit, Michigan. He should have been well 
equipped for the business. He seemed to have an unsettled mind as to 
location and did not remain long enough here to acquire a steady practice. 

There was a Dr. J. B. Van Fossen here some years ago who remained 
for about a year and then moved to Ypsilanti where he acquired some repu- 
tation in city affairs. We haven't the exact date of his arrival or departure. 
He was a man of more than ordinary ability. His mind finally became un- 
settled and he passed out at his own suggestion. 

About twenty years ago Doctor Sangster located here for a short time, 
but, not being satisfied with the outlook, he moved away. 

Dr. W. F. McDonald is a graduate of the dental department of Univer- 
sity of Michigan, having received his diploma in I90j. H e  settled in Mt. 
Pleasant in I@ and has followed his profession since that time. He is 
well qualified and has built up a good practice which he holds and properly 
so, as he is counted a good dentist. He is pleasant and affable to his patrons, 
is always agreeable and has a good word for all. 

Doctor Robinson came and located in Mt. Pleasant about 1902 and' re- 
mained until about 1906 when he moved out of the county. He was a good 
dentist and enjoyed a good practice. He made many friends and fairly 
deserved all that he had as he was pleasant and affable as well as a good 
practitioner. Robinson sold his business to Doctor Wismer, from Midland, 
who located in Mt. Pleasant for a time and then he too left the county. 

VETERINARIANS. 

The firm of Walkington 8: Consaul are both veterinarians and both 
graduated from the Toronto School, Ontario. John J. Walkington grad- 
cated in 1888 and' !oczted in 31t. Heasact :tin IF; and has Seen in active 
hu~i!?ess ever s i xe  that : imz He is  el: quaMeJ for the business an6 is 
making a marked success of it. He is reliable and responsible and active in 
business. He has made many friends on account of his promptness and abil- 
ity. Dr. Consaul is also active and punctual in his profession and is counted 
thoroughly competent in the practice. They make a grand team together and 
always pull straight. 

Dr. F. J. Emmer, residing at Shepherd, is another reterinarian and is a .  
graduate of the same college at Toronto, Ontario. He commenced the' 
practice of. his profession at Shepherd in 1909 and is doing a fair business 
for the time he has been located there, and it is a good field for the business 
and he will be to blame if he doesn't make good. 



CHAPTER XV. 

CHURCH HISTORY. 

The church history of Isabella county dates back to pretty near the first 
settietnents. The first church was built on the southwest quarter of section 
4, in township 14 north, range 4 west, Michigan. It was built in the year 
1860, by I. E. Arnold, for the benefit of the Indians. This one burned do\m 
in June, 1861. I t  was afterward rebuilt and for some time it was used not 
only for church purposes, but was used for a mission school for the Indians. 
In the same summer of 1861 said Arnold superintended the building of 
mother church at  Ne-be-sing, which is still standing. These churches were 
built out of funds realized from the sale of Indian missio~l lands in other 
reservations and were erected solely for the benefit of the Indians. The 
Indians were largely under the supervision of the Method'ist Episcopal 
church in the early days of their settlement- in this county, and these churches 
were of that persuasion. Our old friend, Rev. George Bradley, was in these 
days the leading spirit among the Indians here. 

In 1864 two lots were donated by the Mortons to the Methodist Episco- 
pal people of this then village of Mt. Pleasant, on which to erect a church 
edifice. Elder Bradley chose lots I and 2 of block 7, Mt. Pleasant. Very 
soon after the donation and selection, those interested commenced to gather 
material for the erection of a church building an.d in the year 1865 they 
erected a fair sized and commodious building vhich answered their purposes 
for several years. This building was dedicated on August is, iS56. 53- Xer. 
Joslyn, president of Albion College. asslsted by Rev. F. 2. Bar:go, presiding 
elder of Lansing district. Subsequently they purchased the lots where the 
Methodist Episcopal church edifice is now located and soon thereafter com- 
menced the erection of the present beautiful and commodious church build- 
ing. Their first church was duly dedicated. the Rev. George B. Joslyn 
preaching the dedicatory sermon. The church has been \\-ell sustained ever 
since its organization and is now the largest church in the county. save the 
Catholics. 

Their first bell was the gift of John R. Buchtel. of ;ikron, Ohio. It 
ivas a munificent gift and has been a faithf~d monitor for the people of JIt. 
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E'leasant for the past forty-five years in reminding them each Sabbath morn- 
ing of the duty they owe their Creator. 

The history of the Methodist Episcopal society of Mt. Pleasant dates 
back to about January 23, 1863, when the record says that Horace Hall, of 
the Lansing district, being its presiding elder. organized a church k110\\11 
as the First Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Mt. Pleasant. 
Five trustees mere appointed : Milton Bradley. Edwin Burt, Henry Gulick, 
George Bradley and Andrew J. Goodsell. 

The first Sunday school \\-as organized in 186; in the old log building 
belonging to John Kinney and was a union school. as those interested be- 
longed to various religious denominations, such as the Methodist, Disciples, 
Baptist and Presbyterian. This school was conducted as such until in 1868 
when the Methodist Episcopal society felt that they \\-ere strong enough to 
go by themselves and organized a Sunday school, \\-hi& has continued 
to the present time and, is non- the strongest and most numerous that it has 
ever been, numbering at the present time six h~uldred and fifty members with 
Rev. C. W. Campbell as superintendent. They also sustain a fine orchestra 
with their school and the other accompaninlents xi-hich attach to a first-class 
organization. 

They have a Ladies' Aid Society of about eighty- members and it is 
doing heroic work for the church. This society is the offspring of one 
organized in the fall of 1864 then knonn as the Ladies' Association of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of T\ hich Mrs. J. Saunders I\ as president, Mrs. 
I. A. Fancher, vice-president, Mrs. I. E. =\mold. secretary. Mrs. D. H .  Sel- 
son, treasurer. In the spring of 186; they adopted a set of by-laws. This 
name continued \\-it11 them until Sovember 2. 18Sj. \\-hen the name was 
changed to the Ladies' -\id Society of the Methodist Episcopal Churcl~. 

The first church building and lots were finally sold or  rather traded bg 
the society to D. H. Nelson for the present site and afterwards the building 
was sold to the city of Mt. Pleasant for a council room and fire department 
and is still occupied for these purposes. The lots were afterwards sold to 
W. E. Preston. on \I-hich he has built a large and cominodious residence 
which he and his family still occupy. 

The line of ministers who have carried on the good work of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church in this community since its first organization has been 
an illustrious one, and their names are substantially as follov s : Rev. George 
Bradley. old Father Sheldon, as he n-as familiarly called: L. M. Garlic, D. 
0. Fox, J. Webb. T. J. Spencer. \IT. T. IYilliams, in the sixties: Eli West- 
lake, G. \!'. Gosling. E. H. Sparling, ;\. C. Beach. \V. '\IT. !Vare, J. H. 



Bready, in the seventies; J. W. Hallenbeck. J. K. Stark. 1883; Gei L. Height, 
1884-j-6; Robert Shorts, 1887-8: G. -4. Odlum, 1889; E L. Kellogg. 1890-1 ; 
G. A. Buell, 1892-3-4; R. -4. Wright. 1895-6-7: -1ddis =\lbro, 1898-g-190; 
Joseph Dutton, 1901-2-3-4- j : Hugh Kennedy. 1906-7-8 ; Thomas Cox, 
1909-10, and still here, and doing splendid nork. The society has groun 
from a very small beginning to number some three hundred and fiity corn- 
municants and about twenty probationists. I t  has also the usual young 
people's society. the Epworth League. with a membership o i  about fiity, and 
a Brotherhood of St. Paul. numbering some fifty, all in active operation. 
Also a Foreign M~ssionary Society of some iortyfive members, nit11 Mrs. 
H. Morrison as president. They have also a Home LIissionary Society, \vith 
fifty-fire members, with Mrs. E M. Jefferson as president. They are both 
doing a good vork in the line in 11 hlch they are engaged. 

Their church building cost, n i th  the lots on I\ hich it stands, something 
like fifteen thousand dollars and. n-it11 the minister's residence. something 
like four thousand dollars more. I t  is centrally located and holds a corn- 
manding place in the con~munity. 

In March. 1867, the Presbyterian 3Iinisterial .lid Society was iormed. 
Its object was to aid in the raising of the minister's salary and such other 
~ r o r k  in the church as such society might find to do. 

The ladies who organized the society are as folio\\-s: Mrs. I. A. Fan- 
cher, Mrs. E. G. IVilder. Mrs. Emma Fox, Mrs. ;\. IVillej-. Mrs. I\-. Trim. 
Miss Jennie Hapner. Miss Sadie Hapner, l I iss  .Ide \\-ilder. The gentlemen 
\vho \\-ere honora'iy members \\-ere 2s iollo\\-%: E. G. IVilcler. Albert Fox. 
A. \JTilley and If-. Trim. The first officers \\-ere: 211-s. E. G. \Vilcler. presi- 
dent: Mrs. A. Willey, \-ice-president: hirs. 1. A. Fai~chei-. secretary, ax!  
Miss Addie Wilder, treasurer. 

They knit. sewed and held ten-cent socials until they had accumulated 
one thousand doilars, when they wrote to Re\-. Father Clark, of Marshal!, 
Michigan. to  come up and look ores the field and see if a Presbyterian church 
could not be iormed at &It. Pleasant. 

In July of that year he came. bringing \\-ith him Deacon Heidelberg, of 
Kalamazoo. They visited all of the ialnilies in 31t. Pleasant and found tn-o 
xvho had been Presbyterians in Sen- York and two \vho ~vould unite on 
profession of faith. On this occasion a society was formed with the four 
members. the records I\-ere ~vritten up and placed in the hands of one of the 
members. 



220 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

. -2 few weeks later Rev, Chester Armstrong, a Presbyterian minister 
from Lansing, came to  Mt. Pleasant and preached several times t o  the 
people, baptising children and perfecting the record's of the church. 

The Methodist Episcopal people having in the meantime built their 
church and organized a Sunday school, taking with them the larger portion 
of the Union school and also the superintendent, his wife and daughter, 
which left but a single member of the Presbyterian church. In  the changes 
wrought the records of the Presbyterian church disappeared and were never 
recovered, so that it mas necessary t o  draft proceedings from memory o r  
wait and have a new organization. Mrs. W. Doughty had come to  Mt. 
Pleasant to live and she and the other member of the Fresbyterian church 
proceeded to organize a Sunday school under that persuasion, which has con- 
tinued to the present time. 

In  -4pri1, 1870, Rev. Henry Belknap was sent to the Presbyterians to 
work in the cause. H e  was a very fine Christian gectleman and had a most 
estimable wife; his health, however, was delicate and he only stayed a short 
time until he was advised to seek a warmer climate and moved from the 
town. A little later on Rev. M. Cameron. of Bay City. came to the town 
and intended to remain with the Presbyterians. H e  further perfected the 

- organization of the church by calling a meeting ,and electing trustees under 
the statute. The  Ladies' Aid Society purchased a parsonage a t  his request 
and had the garden made. The reverend gentleman finally went back to  
Bay City for the purpose of moving his family to Mt. Pleasant, but for some 
reason not known to the people here he failed to return. The iaciics sold the 
parsonage without even reserving the unharvested crop of potatoes. 

In the early winter Rev. George Wood came from the Flint presbytery, 
reaching Mt. Pleasant in the early morning on a Sabbatli day. H e  had 
\\.alked from Midland, thirty-& miles, through the mud and slush of a 
thawing time. A more forlorn, disconsolate looking indmividual we never 
saw. Think of a parson tramping thirty-six miles in the mud, water and 
slush, through a dark, strange and uninhabited wilderness of timber all night 
long, with his mind on the sermon that he expected to deliver to the people 
of Mt. Pleasant on that Sunday, and ask yourself if you don't think that a n  
all-wise Ruler would have done a humane thing if he had interfered just a 
little and kept that minister over the night in Midland and let the good peo- 
ple of Mt. Pleasant starve just one more Sunday for the spiritual food the 
reverend gentleman expected to give them. 

This gentleman was a scholar in all of the dead languages. He had 
Latin, Greek and Hebrew in every pocket. but he had no more idea of what 
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this I\-orld or  the people in it were made. for than a barbarian. His knowl- 
edge was all head work, with but little heart work in it. H e  was excusable 
from the fact that he was born in a foreign land and had not mixed with 
people-only delved in books and only such books as would tend to make of 
him a minister. Why, he was so impracticable that he could not drive a 
horse and cutter through a ten-foot gateway. W e  saw him try it once; he 
was to bring to a social function gotten up for his benefit a school marm 
from the Indian Mills. The  horse and cutter x a s  hitched up for him a t  the 
barn, he mounted the seat, picked up the lines and started for the gateway, 
which was straight ahead. When he reached the opening he went plump 
against the south gate post and broke the rave of the cutter, he then backed 
up and swung off to the left. started again and went plump against the north 
post, breaking off the left cutter rave. 

Some of the members of the Ladies' -lid Society in 1874-5 were Mrs. 
Hopkins, Doughty, Fancher, Nelson, W. Harris, Bouton, Murry. Miss E. 
Slater, R. Xott and Mrs. Gilman. These were the years that the h i d  So- 
ciety was working for money to pnrchase the lot for the church building 
to be erected upon. During these years they held socials, fairs, etc., in 
twenty-one different places and cleared so that they had on hand the sum 
of one hundred twelve dollars and sist.y-three cents, and with this they 
paid as  follows : 

April 2, 1875. to C. Bennett, on church lot.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$ 60.00 
june 24, 1875, to C. Bennett, on church lor.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20.00 
October 19. 1875, to C. Bennett, on church lo t . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20.00 
October 27, 1875. to C. Bennett, on church lot . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.00 

-- 
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $110.00 

The credit of this \vork and aid to the churci~ Luiiiiing Leiungs to tile 
Ladies -lid Society. After securing the lot the members and friends of the 
church began to collect material and means for the erection of a church edi- 
fice. -4 subscription list was circulated. I\-ith the result that the churclt ivas 
encouraged to undertake the task of securing plans and specifications for a 
building and to get the material on the ground and to commence the building. 
After much hard work and worry the building was finally completed and 
preparations for its dedication were arranged for. In February. 1875. the 
good people congregated a t  the church. having with them the Rev. Middle- 
mus. of Saginaw, who preached the dedicatory semlon. Rev. Calvin Clark, 



Rev. Mr. IVillett, Knott, Sparling. Turrell and others assisting. This build- 
ing was. for the time, a \-el? respectable edifice and answered the purpose for 
\rhich it xvas built for man? years, to-\\-it. until about 1907, April i st, \\-hen 
they sold the property to the Independent Order -of Odd Fellows. In the 
n~eantime the society had negotiated for the lot on which their present church 
is situated and soon thereafter commenced the erection of a .i-ery beautiful and 
comn~odious structure, it being on lot 8. in block 32. in the city of Mt. Pleas- 
ant. original plat. 

The new church is a fine structure. of a modern style of architecture and 
\-ery commodious, is well lighted and heated, is in a central place and is an 
ornament to that part of the city. The structure cost about eight thousand 
dollars. They nou- hax-e about one hundred and tn-enty-five members. 11-hic11 
is a good showing considering the small commencement. The organization 
\\-as made back in the early clays of Mt. Pleasant ~vhen it too \vas in its infancy. 
January 10. I S ~ I .  another effort was made and the society was organized, 
Rev. E. U'ishard and Rev. Luke Sot t  being present to  assist. The members 
to form the society'\\-ere James Brodie and Mrs. C. Brodie. ;\lexander Gray. 
Henry S. Bouton and Mrs. C. -1. Bouton. Airs. Sallie Hapner, Emily H. Case. 
Mrs. Jane -1. U7arner. Mrs. -4. 11. Fancher, Mrs. Mary F. Doughty. Mrs. 
Sallie -4. IVelper. Mrs. Huntress. -1lesander Gray and H. S. Bouton \\-ere 
made elders. 

;ifterwarcl and in January. 1873. ii7illiam Slater and wife and Charles 
Slater ~ ~ n i t e d  and aftern-ard Charles Slater xas  made an elder; these t\\-o 
elders have remained such ever since and are now acting as such. 

The first minister having charge ot' the church was Rev. Luke Nott, 
commencing back in 1871. H e  remained until about 1876. when Rev. Charles 
-4. Taylor took his place. Then came Rev. E. 1%-. Borclen in -April. 1878, 
\\-ho remained about a year and then was followed by Rev. Campbell, who re- 
mained for some time and was follo\red by Rev. E. G. Cheeseman. who re- 
mained until about -1pril. 18Sj. when he sewred his connection \\-it11 the 
society. H e  was followed by Rer. F. A. Bissell about November, 1885, he 
remaining for a couple of years. when Rev. Melvin Frazer was engaged and 
took the pulpit about June. 1888. He remained until about March. 1890, 
\\-hen his resignation was accepted and in December. 1890. Rev. W. H. Hoff- 
man took the pulpit and remained until October, 1895. when he severed his 
pastorial connection and moved away. -1fter Mr. Hoffman left they had n o  
regular preaching until about 1896 \\-hen Prof. Charles McKennep. of ihe 
Central Normal, occupied the pulpit for a time and then, in April, 1897. Rev. 
H .  Vanommeron was secured. He remained till about January. 1898, o r  
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'99 and then he withdrew and about May. 1899. W. H. Siminons came to the 
church ancl- he remained for some time, severing his connections with the 
church about November. 1902. and 11-as followed by Rev. M. Grigsby January 
27, 1903. H e  remained until about September, Igoj, and xias followed by 
Rev. J. .\. McGraham September a j .  190;. H e  remained and was a strong 
mover in the erection of the church. After the church \\-as built he remained 
for a time and then moved to Wisconsin and Rev. W. H.  Long took up the 
work and is still in the active discharge of his duties as pastor of the church. 

The church has the usual societies that go with and are really a part of 
the working force of the church. Their Sunday school numbers about one 
hundred and tn-enty-fire. with Prof. John Kelley as superintendent. They 
hale a Home and Foreign Mission Society: a Christian Endeavor Society, of 
about twenty members, with Miss Ethel Preston as president: a Ladies Aid 
Society, of some fifty members. vi th Mrs Keeler as president and Mrs. Dr. 
Sheline as secretary. These are all active and necessary adjuncts to the church 
and are doing a good work. 

The present session is composed of Charles Slater. George Snider, H. S. 
Bouton, F. C. Crego, 34. F. Brown. with Prof. C. T. Grawn as clerk. The 
board of trustees are Prof. C. T .  Grawn. B. L. Parkhill. R. Doughty. C. E. 
Hagan. John Kelley. Dr. J. F. _\clams. Dr. G. F. Richardson. IT. S. l\lc?vfillan 
and Charles Slater. 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The nest  church to be erected in Isabella county \\as the Baptist cl~urch 
at  Salt Rirer. non- called Shepherd. This church was built in 1872, by a few 
men and \\-omen of the Baptist persuasion with others I\-ho felt that a church 
in a ilelv country xas  a good acquisition and \\auld xvell repay any effort in 
money or labor that they niight make. 

In 1883 the Episcopalians. feeling the need of a stable and consecrated 
place of \\-orship. began the building of a neat and commoclious chapel in the 
south ancl west part of the tit!.. upon a lot generously donated to the church by 
Gen. Dl\-ight Xay, father of Mrs. I17illiam S. Brown. I t  was largely through 
the efforts o i  IVilliam S. Brown that the church \\-as built. I t  was completed 
at a cost of about four thousand dollars, and was duly dedicated and conse- 
crated on January 10. 1884. by the Rt. Rev. Bishop George D. Gillespie, of 
Grand Rapids. Michigan. assisted by Revs. 147. A. l\Iasters. of Detroit, B. F. 
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Mattrau. Stears, Pritchard, and Rhames. The  ceremony of consecration 
was very solemn and impressive and left a lasting impression on every one 
present. After the dedicatory services the sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was administered to all who were pleased to partake and a great many ac- 
cepted the very generous invitation. After these solemn ceremonies were 
concluded the invited guests were invited to repair to the Bennett House to a 
sumptuous dinner at the request and as the guests of William N. Brown, who 

-treated them royally. The building is a neat structure, of frame, veneered 
with brick, and is copied largely from one of the old English churches. The 
church is well and centrally located, is nicely finished inside, the pews are com- 
modious and easy of seat, and it has sufficient capacity for about two hundred 
persons. The chancel is furnished 11-ith both a reading desk and a communion 
table, with also a vestry room with all the necessary vestments. 

The present rector, the Rev. Herman J. Keyser, has been incharge since 
September I ,  1910. Since his arrival there has h e n  very much active work 
performed. In all, six working organizations have been organized, supple- 
menting the strongest organization in the parish, the Ladies Guild. The par- 
ish organizations are the Ladies Guild. the Daughters of the King, the Girls 
Friendly Society, the Junior Auxiliary, the Woman's rlusiliary, the Knights 
of St. Paul and the Little Helpers. 

The parish is alive and has a number of great plans for the future. The 
rector. like the congregation, is intensely interested in the development of the 
civic life of the city. 

The Baptist people formed a society in 1883 of some six members and had 
preaching from time to time as places could be found to hold services in, 
until, in 1885, the society had gained in numbers and strength sufficient to  
warrant them in undertaking to buiid a church edifice of sufficient size and 
capacity for their present and future needs. So in the year 1886 they com- 
menced the erection of a building, having purchased lot 5)  in block 12. Kin- 
ney's addition to Mt. Pleasant. I t  is a fine location, on the north side of 
Broadway street and conveniently and centrally located as  to population. 
They completed their buildirg about 1886 and occupied the same for church 
purposes. - T h e  building was duly dedicated with the solemn dedicatory ser- 
vices usual in that organization. 

They have a fair attendance at  their weekly services and have the usual 

Sunday school and other auxiliary societies connected with their church. e l 1  
of them report a good attendance and are pleased with their growth and out- 
look for the future. 

The Baptists have an organization and church building on section 30 of 
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Lincoln township. I t  was established some years ago and is still prosperous 
and has as supporters such families as David Bush, the Hapners, Figgs ancl 
others, which is a guarantee of stability and growth. Rev. -Allenbaugh is . 
their pastor and is an efficient and ardent worker. 

About eighteen years ago Milton Forbes, an ardent Baptist, was instru- 
mental in the forming of a society of that persuasion and in building the Bap- 
tist church, known as the Forbes church. It was a fine and commodious 
building and served all of the necessities of the organization. Mr. Forbes 
afterward died and the society has ceased to occupy the building and the 
Dunkards are now occupying the property. 

FREE-WILL BAPTISTS. 

There is a Free-IVill Baptist organization in Gilmore. organized in 1881, 
and their church is located on section 22 of that ton-n. The church is a 
small one, but sufficient for the accommodation of its members and supporters. 
Mrs Siiton. John P. Sifton. Mrs. Elliott and others are the stable persons in 
the society. They have no stated preacher now. Like many others. they are 
not able at all time to secure competent preachers ior  the money they can 
afford to pay. 

FREE XETEODISTS. 

The Free Methodists have a church organization in Lincoln. The build- 
ing, n-hich is on section g. h2s been built quite a number of ?ears and n a s  at  
one time very active and prosperous. but the members hare died or  scattered 
so that at the present there are but fen-. Ii-illiam Tomlinson is one of the 
atandbqs and to him is largely due the credit for keeping up preaching at the 
church. I t  meets a certain need of religious   ors ship in the community and 
~ 1 . .  
t ~ e j  are en:it!ed t e  much credit for their perseverance and self-sacrifice. "-. 

I 1x1-e n as another orgxized sorr,? yezrs ;?go in Rroomfield The church 
is located on section 34. on East Side, and its principal supporters are John 
Packard and several ladies. In  this case. as others, the ladies are largely the 
mainstay and support of the feeble churches. They have no stated preacher, 
but hold services and have a minister when convenient. 

A Free Methodist church was organized in Deerfield some time ago and 
a church built a t  the Reynolds corners on section 4 in the southeast corner 
I t  is a good building. n ell built and n ell seated, but the interest seems to h a ~ e  
ceased and the building is closed. 
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Also on the Stucky farm these was a church of the denomination built 
and a society formed some years ago. The church is on section 33. 

In Weidman, May 27, 1899, John Cline, Thomas Farquer and Jacob 
Wiley were elected trustees of a Free Methodist organization. 

THE CHURCH O F  GOD. 

The Church of God is represented by an organization in the Delo settle- 
ment in the town of Fremont. Their church is on the southwest quarter of 
section 17. They have a good church and a good follo~ving and their men-  
bers are among the stanch people of the town. They have a stated preacher, 
and keep up a good religious atmosphere in the ~icinitj-. 

The Holiness people organized as the Church of God in Jesus Christ 
on the 26th of March. 1891, at the meeting house on the southeast corner . ~ i  
section 32. W. M. Allen. Jennie Allen. T.  McShea. Cora Bailey and sisteen 
others formed the organization and are still working and worshiping there. 

Some years ago a Union church \\-as built west of IVinn. I t  n-as used 
for some time and then went into disuse and the Methodist Episcopal people 
later used it, though it is unoccupied at present. 

THE DISCIPLES. 

The Disciples were among the earliest to  hold church sen-ices at Mt. 
Pleasant. As far back as 1863 Langdon Bentley and a few other members 
of that persuasion were in the habit of holding occasional services in the city 
and as  early as 1863 a few of their people organized a society in Mt. Pleasant. 
I t  was during this year that one Goodrich came and preached a feiv days to 
the people. His plea was a union of all Christians on the Bible alone. "A 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God," being the only creed. "A repentant 
attitude toward God for all sin.'' "A confession of His name before the world.". 
"An actual baptism of the whole body," as the primary act of obedience, and 
these followed by a life of love and purity. 

This organization mas kept up for a time and then became lukewarm and 
ceased for a time to meet. About 1876 Elder R. R. Cook, of Shepherd, 
preached for the scattered few for a time and effected an organization. Dur- 
ing the year 1s82 Mrs. Mary R. Peak, who was an ardent Disciple, settled $1 

Mt. Pleasant with her family. several of whom also were of that faith. This 
gave the cause some further strength. Things mol-ed along in about the same 
way until 1888. when Rev. C. M. C. Cook moved here and went into b~lsiness. 
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For four years more things went on about as usual until Elder E. R. Coburn 
and wife moved from Winn to Mt. Pleasant. Soon thereafter these two 
elders. Cook and Coburn. made a canvass and found seventeen persons that 
were of their faith. So on the 12th of Sorember, 1892, these seveqteen per- 
sons met at the residence of Mrs. Peak and, after a short talk by Rev. Cook. a 
permanent organization mas formed. Elders Cook and Coburn being made 
elders and Reugsegger and Mrs. Peak. deacons. On December 3d a meeting 
was held at Elder Coburn's and the xork of organization x a s  completed. A 
committee was authorized to negotiate with the Unitarian people for the rental 
of their church building. which was accomplished, and on the 10th of Decem- 
ber they took possession and this was their church home until they entered 
their on-11 church building in 1901. Rev. C. M. C. Cook xvas their preacher 
from Sunday to  Sunday for some time. with occasionally one from outside 
who came for some special meeting, at \\-hich times memhers \\-ere gathered 
in until 1897, TI-hen the membership had increased to one hundred and fifty- 
four. On December j ,  1898, Rev. C. M. C. Cook passed to the beyond to meet 
his reward. 

Then Rev. H .  E.  Rossell was called and filled the pulpit until about 
November. 1899. \\-hen he resigned. In the follon-ing spring Fred S. Linsell. 
from Paw Paw, Michigan, took the pastorate, and during the summer a meet- 
ing of the congregation was held and it was decided to undertake the building 
of a church. A s  soon as material could be gotten together the work was com- 
menced and was continued as fast as the funds \vould admit of. Rev. Lin- 
sell. father of the pastor, donated all of the windows, at  a cost of one hundred 
and fifty dollars. His wife also gave fifty dollars to aid in the good mork. 
The mork went on during the winter so that a b u t  March 1st they held 
services in the new building for the first h e .  They had no seats. so they 
brought chairs from home. the generous Baptists sending over some fifty 
chairs to help out. There were no lights, so they brought iamps and torches 
from home. No organ, but the generous Blrs. Day loaned them one. S o  
pulpit, so a stand took the place. 

Rev. Linsell resigned June IT. IWI ,  and on July 1st. following. Prof.. 
John Munro, of Bethany, took up the work. H e  worked until July I, 1903, 
when he resigned and on the I j th of Xovemher, 1905, Elder J. Frank Green 
took up the work. He \\-as an enthusiastic worker and called in to help him 
Rev. J. Raum, with Miss Buck as soloist. Under Rev. Green the number of 
members ran up to  about two hundred and sixty-six. In November Elder 
Green's time expired and he went to Rochester, New York, and on February 
1st. Rev. C. -1. \Yhaley was engaged and he stayed till 1907. when he resigned 
to go to other fields. 
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In  the fall .of that year Rev. J. 0. Walton took his place and remained for 
about one year and was then succeeded by Rev. A. R. Harper, who came in 
April, 1910, and is still in the field. They have a large church membership, 
numbering some two hundred, with a Sunday school of about one hundred and 
thirty-five enrolled, with Harrison Walden as superintendent and Rexford 
Chapman as assistant. The Ladies Aid hare a membership of about thirty- 
five. with Mrs. A. R. Harper as president and doing a splendid uork  in the 
cause. They hare also a Christian Endeavor Society with about thirty mem- 
bers. 

In  connection with the Sunday school. they have a class of young people 
under the tutelage of the minister and in connection with that they publish a 
fourteen-page paper, issued monthly with Rex Chapman as editor. Malcom 
Crawford assistant editor and Mrs. Clorine Crotser as reporter. They are 
publishing a very neat and readable paper. All in all, they are all doing good 
and efficient work in their particular field. 

Some twenty years ago the Disciples organized a church at Salt River and 
continued to hold meetings for a time, until they were sufficiently strong to 
build a church. About seventeen or  eighteen years ago. feeling the need of 
a church edifice, they began the erection of a medium sized building, suffi- 
ciently large for their accommodation. and after some effort the church was 
completed and dedicated by proper ceremonies. I t  is a good brick edifice and 
has supplied their need for these many years. The congregation and mem- 
bership is made up of some of the foremost representative men and \\-omen 
of the toim. such as Doctor Gruber, Joseph Miser and fami1y;Thomas Han- 
net. Thomas Ankrem. W. S Fordyce and others, with Rev. E. C. Keese as 
minister. The church is in a sound and substantial condition and is doing 
good Christian work in the conlmunity. 

There was a long time ago another Disciples church founded a t  Coe. in 
Coe township, at  what was known as the Leonard settlement. The earlier 
settlers of Leonards. Fordyces. Woods and other \rere largely Disciples. corn- 
ing from Pennsylvania and Virginia. This organization built a church build- 
ing about ten years ago, a neat and commodious edifice sufficiently large for 
their accommodation. The Rev. Wingate is their present minister. 

In 1881 in the township of Gilmore there was a Disciples church organiza- 
tion and a church building a t  the northeast corner of section 27. The lead- 
ers  are J. L. Fordyce. Thomas Mills, Jessie Wood, M. L. McAlrey. Eli For- 
dyce. Lakins Fordyce. H. L. Wood. Shattuck Jarman and others: their min- 
ister is Rev. \ITyn1an. This is a live and prosperous organization. the church 
is well attended and is in a prosperous condition. 
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About the year 1857 the Methodist Episcopal people of Salt River formed 
an organization in the old log school house on the James Campbell farm, just 
south of the Salt River corners. They built a church h i ld ing  in 1883-4. 
They were then few in numbers, but have since increased in numbers and in 
interest. The first pastor \\-as Rev. R. P. Sheldon and the class consisted of 
fourteen members. They increased so that in 1909 they were able to con- 
struct a fine church edifice. costing about tn-elve thousand five hundred dollars. 
I t  is a large and imposing building and is \I ell and beautifully finished and \\-as 
opened December 19, 1909. The society now includes such persons as H. D. 
Bent, \f'. L. Dihble. -4. E.  Clark. E. Ashworth. J. Clark, their families with 
others. Their minister is Rev. N. P. Brown. They have a membership of 
one !iundred and thir tytwo and they are in a highly prosperous condition. 
The Sunday school numbers one hundred and fifty. with -%. E. Clark as super- 
intendent. The Shepherd -Aid Society has sixtyeight members, \\-ith Mrs. 
E. L. Orser as president. and the Epn-orth League has forty members, with 
H.  A. Lyon as president. Pastors have been Revs. Sheldon. George Bradley, 
D. 0 .  Fox. L. AI .  Garlock. J. H. Webb, J. IY. Ca\vthorne, J. Hills, D. 
B. Searls. C. I\-\'. Smith, in 1883-4 Thomas Cayton. A\. A. Darling. Thomas 
Young. G. H. Lockhart. E. L. Sinclair, G. IV. Riggs, 21'. V. l\lanning. D. E. 
Reed. \V. \V. .\ylsn-orth. ~ l l io ' t t  Bouk. Frank Cookson. Louis Blancheiie, 
C. E. Poiiock : then comes rile lie\\ ciiurcl! \\ it11 Rev. S. I?. Eron-I:. The 
original charter members xere ITilliain \\:onch and \\-ife. Richard 11-onch 
and \I-ife. Charles Sau-yer and nine others, long since dead. 

This is. saving the Methodist Episcopa! church at >It. Pleasant. the largest 
and most prosperous of the Methodist churches in the county. I t  had an 
early start. in fact. before the one at Mt. Pleasant and even before Xt .  
Pleasant \\-as thought of am! several years before it v-as platted. I t  was l y  
far the most happily located of any in the county. as it \\-as at Salt River. 
\vilcw all of the i-epeiitaii: dcfeatec! po!itici-ms cnngregate after an unsuc- 
cessIui caiqiaiyii. Perhap> th2  saddest pa;: of it ic ? k t  thw - ~037+1-2!!~ - are  
I\-ithout funds \\-hen the ~~nsuccessiul campaign is closed and i i  so are l ~ n t  
little use or  comfort to the brothers and sisters that have their pernlanent 
abiding plece there. The good brothers and sisters. seeing their unfortunate 
dilemma. changed their location ant1 are now in the village of Shepherd and 
a\\ ay from that b a l e f ~ ~ l  influence. 

The llethodists have a church and buiIding on section 31 in Lincoln 
to\vnship. Josep!~ Bro\vnridge is one of the principal pillars in the society 
and is 1-ery much interested in the 11-ork and growth of the church. I t  is * 

not a large edifice. l ~ u t  comfortable and makes them a good home. Theii 
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present minister is the Rev. Rodes, who lives at  Winn. H e  is a good 
preacher and they sustain a good congregation and are in good order. 

Winn has a Methodist Episcopal church, with Mrs. L. E. Hunt, Mrs. 
Jacob Baker. J. L. Sanderson and others as leaders in the church. The Rev. 
Rodes also fills this pulpit and is a wise and successful advocate of his profes- 
sions. 

A Methodist Episcopal church is established and located at  Blanchard. 
with Mrs. J. Miller and others as leading members. Their present pastor re- 
sides at Millbrook in Mecosta county. 

There is also one called the Pleasant Hill church on section 28 in Rolland 
township. Mrs. William Moody, William Miller. Harry Boll and A. J. 
Smith being among the leaders and supporters of this organization. They 
are a recent organization formed in January, 1907, and built a new church 
building only a couple of years ago. This gives them a fine church home 
and they enjoy their nevi quarters ren-  much. They are making all they 
can of their opportunities and are prosperous and happy. 

Caldn-ell has a church society of the Methodist Episcopal persuasion. 
Henry Bacon. Mrs. Richardson. ~ h o  has now gone \vest. and some others \\-ere 
the mol-ers and sustainers of the church. Some seven or eight years ago they 
started to build a church and \\-it11 a good deal of effort were able to finish 
ir a year o r  so ago. 

At Deerfield Center one \vas established about 1 8 9 2  or  1893. I t  is sup- 
ported and sustained by such prominent persons as David Johnson, William 
Irvin, T.  T. Covert, IYiiliam j .  J011nsot1 and George Reed, \\-ith others. 

-4nother Methodist Episcopal organization \\-as effected some tv-enty-four 
or twenty-five years ago called the Coomer church. I t  is located near Mr. 
Coomer's and is sustained by S. G. Coomer, Frank Durner. Arnold Stutting, 
Michael Ackennan and others. The present minister is the Rev. Rodes. of 
T T T .  vv Inn. Tnis is a zealous a d  eiiicient church. and is ill a substatliiai condi- 
tion. 

The Methodist Episcopal church known as the Landon church \yas built 
some seventeen years ago. largely through the efforts and persuasion of Miss 
Ardelia Landon, who worked assiduously for some time for its establish- 
ment and the construction of a church building. She lived to see the corner- 
stone laid and soon after went to  her reward. The church cost some 
t\vo thousand dollars and \\-as a most commodious and substantial build; 
ing and has served well its purpose in building. The first minister \\-as ~ e ;  

. David E. Reed. who filled the pulpit about four years and was succeeded by 
A. L. Sinclair. George W. Riggs. then Revs. 117.  P. Naming.  Levi Aler. A. 
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W. Agleu-orth. E. Bouck, L. Blanchett, then H. Jarrett, C. Seip and now 
Rev. C. E.  Davis. 

On section 4 of Denver there n-as organized a church society and a 
church built some fifteen years ago. T. 0. McGregor is the leading spirit and 
Rev. Davis is now their pastor. I t  is not a large one. but meets the demand 
for that part of the county. 

There is also in the same township one located at  Leaton. n-hich was 
organized something like eighteen years ago. This is a small but commodious 
building and answers all the requirements of the people of that persuasion 
in that vicinity. Thomas Tonkin and wife are members and, 11-ith others. are 
holding the fort and making good use of their opportunities. The Rev. Dayis 
also supplies this pulpit and gives the people good service. 

The Methodists have lately got a foothold and ha\-e built a neat little 
church building a half mile north and two miles \vest of Brinton. They ha\-e 
a small congregation. but are enthusiastic in the work. The church n-as built 
in 1910 and is a frame building. 

About 1873 a Methodist Episcopal society was formed in Gilmore to\\-n- 
ship and a church building \\-as erected on the southxvest quarter of section 24. 
Some of the present members and supporters of that society are Frank IVolfer. 
Joseph Graham. Frank Teachout, Miles Schofield, James Schofield. Lewis 
Richards n-itli sthers. T!iq hal-e sollx ?e~-ent)- members in all and are a 
strong and advancing church. The Rev. Keene is their pastor and is a strong 
and convincing minister. 

,4t Loomis there is an organization and they have taken over the build- 
ing that was built some years ago as a union church, or free for all comers. 
When Loomis lost its manufacturing business it settled down as an agricul- 
tural communitj- and so far it has not yet returned to its former glory and 
they seem to be content to lire on such fat of the land as a good fanning 
ccuntry car produce, which is all that can be had anywhere. So they live and 
eiij~!- :I;crr,se!res spiritua!!? a< n-el! as in every other n-av they can. 

_It  Herrick the Methodists have a prosperous organization with such as 
J. H. Lansing. ~tiilliam Badgly, J. Presley. and others o i  that stamp as lead- 
ers. I t  is an old and well established church, built and dedicated in Novem- 
ber, 189~. by Rev. Gown, presiding elder. with Rev. Walker, of Clare. as 
preacher. The first sermon was by Rev. Dayton at  William Badgley's, and 
first Sunday school in 1880. This is a stanch and solid organization and is 
doing much good in that cotnmunity. I t  supplies all of their spiritual wants. 
and who can \\-ant more? 
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WESLEYAN METHODISTS. 

The \Vesleyan Methodists have a society and c h ~ ~ r c h ,  also a parsonage, 
at Blanchard. Mr. Mower is the leading spirit. 

CXITED BRETHREN. 

The United Brethren have a church organization at  Rolland. They are 
located on section 2, with William McCabe as one of the leaders. Their 
cl~urch is a frame building and is thoroughly adapted to their wants. 

SEVENTH-D.4Y .%DVExTISTS. 

The Seventh-Day -1drentists ha]-e an organization and church. They 
nere  organized many years ago and Wallace Cole. George Cole and Joseph 
Struble were a building committee and they purchased a piece of land on 
Stephen S t i l l d l ' s  farm. on the west side of section 3; in Union ton-nship. 
The church has had a varying existence. -4t present there is no regular 
service. They or other people sustain a nice Sunday school. Clyde Sho- 
xx-alter is the superintendent and it is iil a prosperous condition. 

EVAXGELIC.%L CHCRCH. 

Tknere is an Ex-angelical organization in Laion knon-n as the Brookens 
church. They are.located on the north~vest corner of section j. 

The Evangelical people also ha\-e an organization in Chippewa in the 
Taylor district. Their church was built some twelve years ago while Rev. 
Charles Taylor was yet aliw. Rev. J. J. Xarshall is their minister and is 
an active. energetic and persuasive gentieman. H e  is doing a good n-ork and 
has some good people to aid and assist him. such people as the -A. C. Van 
Deens. J. M. Kennedy. J. Imhoff, all good workers. Their society is in a 
prosperous condition. 

The same minister. Rex.. 3Iarshall. has lately organized and built a new 
church at or near McFaren's. in the southeast part of the tau-nship of Chip- 
peu-a, on section s;. This lyas built in 1910 and cost about one thousand 
dollars. I t  is, in fact. a church that was removed from the south part of the 
state to this place and remodeled and is no\\- a \-ery presentable structure ana 
accommodates all of the people in that neighborhood. 
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GERMAN LUTHERANS. 

A German Lutheran church was organized in Broomfield township some 
twenty years ago, at  what I\-as then known as the Hummel settlement. They 
have sustained a good organization ever since and now number something 
like one hundred members. This has always been a good substantial organ- 
ization and has been instrumental of very much good. educationally and 
spiri~ually. as they have a German school ex-ery Saturday afternoon, when 
they teach their chi!dren in German and keep up the fatherland sentiment. 
They enjoy the society of such families as the Fritzes, Rodes. Hummells and 
the Leudes and many more cf the solid substantial citizens of the vicinity. 

- I t  the village of Brinton there is a union chtirch. which is open to all 
who desire to \\-orship there. and there is also a Latter-Day Saints organiza- 
tion. 

CHCRCH O F  THE O P E S  BIBLE. 

Also at Brinton there n-as organized. on the 20th day of January. 1908, 
a Church of the Open Bible. They organized with thirty-four members and 
it is said to be a strictly new and unique organization. Jacob Schultz is one 
of the nio\-ers in the nev thought. 

HOLIKESS CHURCH. 

On December 26, r g c ~ .  there x i s  at Brinton an annual coilference of the 
Holiness 3Iorement church led by Bishop R. C. Horneg and B. 0 .  Bishop. 
-Among those in the movement were Dax-id C. Reed. Elizabeth 31. IValchem. 
j. Dickinson. IT-illard L. Sherman. Stella Burr, J. '\I-. Day and Robert Day. 

.in Ei-angelical Lutheran Trinity church n-as organized September 22. 

1908. in 11t. Pleasant. \ d h  Otto L. IYissbeck, IYilliam Hummell: Sr.. IVilliam 
Hummell. Jr.. Charles Hummel. -1. J. Gross. David 11-interstein ancl others. 
The movers in this formation are among our stanchest and most reliable 
men and TI-omen. They have a nice church finely adapted for their use and 
are in a prosperous condition. 

The Presbyterians of Rosebush organized about the year 18% and some 
time aiternard erected a chcrch. Some of the original mo\-ers in the enter- 
prise are Joseph 1\ZcSight. Donald Xorrison. Timothy Dingman ancl others. 



231 ISABELLA COUNTY, YICHIGAK. 

They also keep up a Sunday school in connection with the church. Rev. 
Luke S o t t  was the minister who organized them and who filled the pulpit for 
some time. 

At Wise is another Presbyterian church and congregation. The church 
was built about 1898 and the supporters of the cause at that place are J. J. 
Stevens and family, E. F. Wilt, J. Buckbrough with others. The Rev. 
Belden. of Coleman. officiates as pastor. The church is in a fine condition 
and is doing much good in the community. 

There was a Baptist church established at  Rosebush about January 24. 
1887. The leading members in this religious body are Daniel Coyne, John 
Jackman. some of the House family. John Mendon. They have in connection 
with the church a Sunday school \vhich is quite well attended. The pulpit is 
supplied from Mt. Pleasant. The first trustees \\-ere John IValton, Elmer 
Hunt. I\7alter Monroe: the clerk was Hannah Coyne: the charter members. 
John IValton. Mina IV-alton. Sarah IValton. Hannah Co!xe. Ryane Monroe. 
Charles Monroe, Sarah Cammeron: present officers. John Walton, first 
deacon: Charles Monroe. treasurer. The church n-as dedicated June 3. 1894 

The Methodist people also support a good church and congregation. 
The?; built a church building about 1S82. They num1:er about fifty members. 
have a good S~ulday school of about sisty attendants and a Ladies' Aid 
Society o i  twelve or fifteen members \ ~ l ~ i c h  has been running for the last 
twelve or  fifteen years. They have some good consecrated workers among 
them, such as Hugh Graham and family. I\-illiam Johnson, Ed Johnson, and 
many others. with Rei-. Holclen as pastor. They are filling a place in the 
religious world about Rosebush which no other can supply and are doing 
service as they see the right. 

THE HORSERITES. 

There is a h  a Xornrrile urganizariun ar Iiosebush, supported and car- 
ried on by John Y. Johnson. iXorman Wager and others. They erected a 
church building about four years ago. They entertain their peculiar beliefs 
and are very tenacious in their position and are also working up to their 
highest standard as they see the Scriptures. We sometimes feel that perhaps 
it is a good thing that the Scriptures are of such a makeup as to give every- 
body a clue to his preconceived idea of God and the universe so that he ma>-- 
enjoy in this free country any or all of the peculiar religious beliefs that mav: 
come to him. 

This society has been established about eight years and beside the church 
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proper they support a Sunday school, not a large one. but one that is enthu- 
siastic in its way. 

There \\-as established at  Weidman in 1904 a Free Methodist church 
and H. C. Pritchard was instrumental in the building of the edifice. I t  was 
a I\-ooden structure about thirty-six feet by fifty feet, and \\-as put up in a 
neat and commodious manner. Although the congregation was small. it \\-as 
made up of some of the best of the village. Mrs. Mary Rathburn, Mrs. Wet- 
more and others. l'l'ith the above are to be classed S. E. Taylor. S. H.  Car- 
penter, Thomas Obls and JJ'. H. Sn-itzer and others. 

.After the above came the Methodist people and in 1903 they organized 
and commenced to build a church. G. H. Middles\vorth \\-as chairman of the 
building committee. J. A. Damon was secretary. and J. S. IVeiciman \\-as also 
on the committee. while J. R. McGinnis was pastor. 

Among the first trustees \\-ere J. S. LVeidman, G. H. Xiddlesn-orth, J. 
-4. Damon. James -1. Clift and John NcClenathan. The church XI-as dedi- 
cated a b u t  September or October, 1903, by Dr. Levi P. Waster. 11-ith the 
usual impressire ceremonies. the church being full to  overflowing \\-it11 the 
members and neighbors. I t  has been a beacon light in that community ever 
since. I t  has a fine basement under the church for the purposes required and 
is no\\- in prime \\-orking order. The number of the comn~unicants are from 
about rift>- to sisrq- and the!- also !iave a good Scnday school ;!I connection. 
with about seventy members. and ha\-e Superintendent Schauppner to lead 
then]. They also have an Epn-orth League as an auxiliary. which is very 
much a h - e  and in earnest in the work. 

The Free Llethodists of hIt. Pleasant organized a society on the 18th 
day of Sorember. 1907. \\-ith fourteen members. The follo\vin,o are among 
the first organizers: Lafa!-ette Demming, Ella Crooks. Maria Demming. 
Clara Vincenr. Sarah Hoag. -Albert B. Puchart. Lydia Hall. These. with 
LL L ~ J C  - others, make a Yery nice ma!! church and are filling their place in the 

CiirihCian \i odd. 
The United Brethren in Christ have held services in the Stuchy church 

building. They commenced on February I j. 1902. The trustees elected were 
Edward Riggle for one year, lVilliam Luit for tn-o years, Charles Demlo for 
three years.. J. Master for four years and Fred Deio for five years. 

CATHOLIC SOCIETIES A S D  SCHOOLS. 

The Catholic people have a nulnber of churches in the county and they 
are generally well attended and are prosperous. Beside the one at  Nt .  Pleas- 
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ant, which is one of the most important as to numbers and which has a large 
and prosperous school also, there is one in Vernon township, located on sec- 
tion 3j. This church cost something like three thousand dollars and has 
also a priest's residence. a very fine one. valued at  about four thousand dol- 
lars. 

Father Crowley built the church and the first priest after him was 
Father Edward Kozlo~vski. H e  \\-as follo~i-ed by Father James Moher and 
at a time when he was indisposed Father O'Conner took charge. but as soon 
as the Father was restored to  health he returned and after a time he departed 
and Father Ruessmann took the charge. then next came Father John Engra- 
mann. and then Father Thomas IVhalan and then Father F. D. Malone and 
then Father O'Connell. -About three years ago last Sovember 15th. Father 
John J. Mc.%llister took the field and has remained since. Their church is 
thriving and has about one hundred families in the parish. numbering about 
five hundred souls. They are in a thril-ing condition and their charge is 
well sustained. They are a thrifty class of people and are living in one of 
the best portions of the county. 

There is a church also in Sottaway. which was established about 1892. 
They built a church about that time which they aftern-ard used for a school and 
in 189 j built a fine church building. This was stmck by lightning and burned. 
Ir. 19oj they built a very fine ch~irch and priests' residence and in connection 
therelvith is a large and prosperous school of one hundred sixty students 
under the tutelage of four Sisters. They also have a good school house. as 
well as a fine Sisters' residence. built in 1910. They also have a resident 
priest. Father .ilesander Zugelder. These people are largely German and 
have a fine. well improved and thrifty farming community. 

At Blanchard there is also a Catholic organization and a church building. 
I t  is a frame building and is suitably adapted to the wants of the people there. 
-. 
1 he>- have a fair congregation and the priest is stationed at  Remus and sup- 
plies this pulpit. It is well sustained and meets the demand of the people. 

The Catholic society built a church building some four years ago at  
Leaton. which is well supported. I t  was organized March 24. 1906, and the 
land \\-as purchased of Joserh Kerky. There are some tu-enty-four families 
attending there. I\-hich means some one hundred and twenty persons. and 
they are supplied by Father O'Conner, who attends one week day in each two 
weeks. 

At Shepherd they bought the Baptist church about two years ago and  
transformed it into a properly arranged Catholic church and are no\\- occupy- 
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ing it. There are about forty families, numbering two hundred members, and 
they have Father John Mulvey. who supplies their spiritual necessities, and 
they are happy in their acquirement. 

The Catholic people at Mt. Pleasant were quite early on the ground in 
Isabella county and soon after their arrival felt the need of a church organ- 
ization and also of a building to worship in. -4fter looking around for a time 
for a location, they secured the gift of three acres in the south\vest part of 
the city and the 7th day of August. 1872, a deed xvas made of the chosen 
ground to Casper H. Burgiss, of Detroit. This was accepted and on the 
5th of September was placed on record in the county. 

The church organizatio~l was formed about this time \vith the follon-ing 
members: John McDonald, Rosy 1\'IcDonald. Felix Lafrolnboise. Thomas 
Thompson. IVilliam Bamber. Thomas Judge. Michael Kane, Cornellus Bogan, 
who acted as secretary and kept the minutes of the meeting, tvhich \\as held 
a t  the Bamber Hotel in Mt. Pleasant. The  first mass was had at  Thomas 
Thompson's house. southeast of tonn (the farm \\here John Warner lires), 
by Father Van Der Haden. the priest oficiating. A meeting was called on the 
9th of September. 18 74, for the purpose of electing a building committee. 
- i t  this meeting there \\-ere elected president. Thomas Judge; secretary. \V. H. 
Richmond. and treasurer, iVilliam Bamber. The building committee nere 
Thomas Judge. R. E. McDonald. Michael Kane and John A. Kehoe. -1z the 
same meeting it was arranged that the congregation should meet on the 
church grounds on September 26th. to clear off the ground, and it \\-as further 
given out that Father S~veeney ~vould be here at Mt. Pleasant on October 
14, 1874. . 

On October 31, 1874. it was "Resolved as follows by the building corn- 
mittee of the Catholic church, that \\-e b ~ d d  a church at  Mt. Pleasant on the 
said church grounds at hlt. Pleasant. the size of the church to be thirty-eight 
by sixty feet. the height to be t~en iy- four  feet betweer? joists. the frame to 
be of square timber: offered by 2. E. ;\icDona:d aiid ca::ie?,." 

-4 committee to consist of John McDonald and Felix Lafrolnboise x a s  
appointed to raise money for said church. The work then really commenced 
in earnest and in the minter. January a j .  1S7j. they entered into contract 
\\-ith Brower 8r Main for twenty-five thousand three hundred and twenty-fire 
feet of common lun~ber and thirteen thousand five hundred feet of clear 
lumber, seven thousand feet of black ash and bass\\-ood lumber, and twenty- 
seven thousand shingles. the entire bill to  be nine hundred and thirty dollars. 
The workmen on the building were I\-. H. Richmond. John Fox. Hank 
Richmond. \V. I. Dodcls. George Dodds. Charles F o s  and Charles McKinnon. 
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The subscription list ran up to over two thousand six hundred dollars. Up 
to June 3. 1876, the labor on the building had run up to eight hundred forty- 
four dollars and fourteen cents. The building was finall!- completed and 
the society occupied this building and grounds until about February 28, 
1887, u-hen they purchased IAocli 22. of the city of Mt. Pleasant. prepara- 
tory to the change of location of their church and school. This is the block 
where the church. school, priest's residence and the old school h i l d m g  are 
located. They afterward purchased a Sisters' residence across the street 
to the south where they now reside. 

The old building \\-as mored from its first site to the said block about 
1858 and used as before. and afterward for sex-era1 years as a schoul build- 
mg. 

On December 29. 1887, they sold and deeded the old site to Gorhams 
for a factory site. it being convenient to the Ann Arbor railroad tracks. The 
three thousand dollars they received from the Gorhams for the old s ~ t e  \vent 
to aid them in building on the new. 

The present church u-as coinmeilced in the year 1855, and \\-as so far 
completed during that year and the fore part of 1889 that they n-ere able 
to hold serrices in the basement, which they did for some length of time and 
unti! they finall!- completed the structure and commenced the uqe of it 
generally. I t  is a large and commodious building and so far  has supplied 
the demands of the society. The total value of the structure is about t\\-enty- 
five thousand dollars. I t  is a fine structure, xx-ell and appropriately finished 
and furnished internally. 

-4s soon as the nen- church \\-as so far completed that they could use it 
for services they then remodeled the old one into a school building, and opened 
z parochial school. 

This school has been continued until the present time and is now larger 
than it ever was before. The growth of the school has been such that in 1008 
they felt that they \\-ere obliged to have more room and a better equipment 
than they had before and they commenced the erection of a new building by 
putting in a foundation. which they left till the next spring, when they began 
the superstructure. The building is a modern model of architecture and 
finish. 

They have been very fortunate in the priests they hare had. Father 
McCarthy was the first resident priest, coming in 1880 and remaining aboutr 
five years when he sickened and died, his death occurring on June 19, rSSj. 
Father J. A. Crowley succeeded him, locating here in July. 1%;. and labored 
with the people until June 12. 1899. when he died and Father O'Conner took 
up the work -August I. rSgg. and is still n-ith his people. 
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A large amount of work has been done by these several Fathers. xvhich 
is eridenced by the visible results in buildings and other improx-ements, and 
from the grox-th of the congregations of the church and the advance in the 
schools in numbers, as well as in the equipment and a higher and more 
extended scope of studies. as well as their being awarded a place on the uni- 
versity list. The  church membership has increased from a ien- con~n~uni-  
cants in 1874 to about thirteen hundred at  the present time and some three 
hundred probationists. Father Cron-ley commenced the erection of a resi- 
dence for the Fathers and had nearly completed it when he was stricken \\-ith 
disease, from I\-hich he ne\-er recol-ered. -1fter his death and the arrival of 
Father O'Conner it \vas finished. furnished and occupied bj- him. It is a 
large and commodious residence. is conrenient to the church and school and 
is much appreciated by all. and especially the Father. 

CHRISTIISr SCIESCE CHURCH. 

As early as Januar!-. 1890. there was a call from Nt .  Pleasant for a 
xvorker in Christian Science sent to Miss Sarah J. Clark, of Toledo. Ohio. 
and Mrs. S. J. Holbrook responded to the call to go to Mt. Pleasant \I-here she 
found Inany persons who were weary of the ciisappointments in the effort to 
heal by the old material methods. 

Several cases of disease were heaied and there fo1:orved ail ixerest i:: 
the reading of "Science and Health." and each Wednesday an hour was 
devoted to answering questions from many inquirers. These gatherings led 
to a request for Sunday services where more could hare the opportunity 
to hear the message of truth which has come to  this age through Mary Baker 
G. Eddy. The Bible lessons published by the Christian Science Publishing 
Society, of Boston. JIassachusetts. were introduced. which gave the priv- 
ilege of studying the Bible. together with "Science and Health." Mrs. 
Eoibrook was called aM--ay aiid or, the 6th dzy of Xrtrc!~. 1890, M i s s  E. R. 
A d a m  took her piace. Ci1i;ilrzn begali to ga:hcr x:! 2 clzss c ? i  sever? was 
formed March 9th as a nucleus of a Sunday school, which rapidly increased. 
Feeling the necessity of some place for their meetings, ten of the ladies volun- 
teered to prol-icle a place. and a dwelling house was secured on Michigan street 
and was equipped with the necessary Christian Science literature and opened 
to the public in January. 1 8 9 1 .  

During the year man1 espressed a desire to be taught the rudiments of 
Christian healing and the services of Miss Sarah J. Clark, of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. was secured. She came in June to Mt. Pleasant and taught a class 
of five. 
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I t  very soon became evident that they should form tlielnselves in closer 
relations and on June 15, 18g1, an organization was formed and charter 
taken by fifteen of the parties who had identified themselves with the new 
movement. The first officers were as follows: Mrs. Elizabeth 13amborough, 
Mrs Ida S. Dusenhury, Mrs. Anna S. Coutant. Miss Emma L. Kent. Mrs. 
Mary Id. Nelson. These officers were duly sworn and the organization com- 
pleted. They then called Miss E. R. -&dams to  be their pastor and thus was 
finished the letter of their organization. which is the first step toward the 
spiritual. 

They then found that they needed a church building and they finally 
selected and purchased the present site on the 18th day of July. 1907. The 
house and site was that of the residence of Richard Balmer. on 9onnal  
avenue. a central and convenient location. The residence was remodeled 

. into a very convenient and spacious church and is very prettily finished and 
decorated with beautiful windows, all showing good taste. 

In  April, 1905. Miss Adams resigned on account of a rule laid down by 
the head of the church that the Bible and "Science and Health" was to be the 
only preacher that was necessary. 

On April 19, 1908, their beautifui church Tvas duly and reverently dedi- 
cated, Mr. Leonard. of the Christian Science board of lectureship, being 
present and conducting the impressive ceremonies. Mr. Leonard was one of 
the early adherents of the faith and reports that he belonged to the mother 
church in Boston when one hundred and seventy was considered a large 
congregation and when the services \\-ere held in the third story of a building; 
now he claims that there are churches in all climes of the universe. 

,4t the time of the dedication. W. H .  Marsh was the first reader and 
Mrs. E. J. Van Leuven held the position of second reader. They conduct 
their services ~l-ithout the aid of a preacher, the readers taking the place and 
one reading from the Bible and the other correlative matter irom "Science 
and Health." This church now possesses some of our most devout and 
worthy people and has made 11-onderful progress since its organization. I t  
is claimed that this society is the first one formed and chartered in the state.. 
They also keep up their Sunday school and are in a thriving condition. 

AN INDIAN PRAYER. 

In 1865 there was a preacher and teacher among the Indians of the 
reservation in Isabella county by the name of E. G. H .  Meisler. H e  was a 
good scholar and understood the Ojibway language and for the purpose of 
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making the Indians more familiar with the Lord's Prayer he translated it 
into the Indian language and gave it a poetical interpretation as follon-s : 

0 weosimigoion 
Gishigongeision 
Bizindanlamishinang 
Enamisiangon. 

Xpegishkidanozon-in 
Kechitwa\vendag\\ ak 
Taishikichitwan endagnod 
Omaendanakijig 

~~anotadag\~ishinotllagad 
Kitohimawiv in 
Jion Jikikenim~kn-a 
rikingendanakijig. 

Manogotaishidodon~ 
Kitinendamo\~-ill 
Omaakingeiaiang 
Tihishno gishigong 

Iusa doshgemijiiang 
Ilinshishinang nongom 
Kin sa n-endiamal\-iiang 
Geoko nezeiang. 

I~h~~~achkibagosenirnigo 
O Teheningeion 
Bim Jiishinangims 
Ilac11iaiix1-ishing. 
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Kibishigendagoigo 
Kin Eshpendogoziian 
Kinmaetakitibendan 
Iu  ogimawiwin. 

Obin Bamatizitan 
Kagiganainigong 
Ima kitoginawieining 
Pundagashishihiken. 
Thus endeth the Lord's Prayer, Amen. 

CNITARIAN CHURCH. 

-1 Unitarian church was organized in October, 1881, with about twenty 
members. Rev. Conner had preached~here a few times and Rev. R. W. Savage 
had delivered a course of lectures before the liberal people and had created 
quite a lively interest in the more liberal doctrine. For some time their meet- 
ings were held in the opera house. Discussion was had from time to time 
in regard to building a church building and was finally decided to undertake 
the task. The xvork XIS begun about February, 1883, and \\.as completed 
about December of that year at  a cost of three thousand dollars. 

I t  was formally dedicated about March, 1883, at a time when the Uni- 
tarian state conference was held at Mt. Pleasant. Rev. R. Connor. of Sag- 
inaw. preached the dedicatory sermon, assisted by Rer. T. B. Forbush. Rev. 
J. T. Sunderland, of Ann -Arbor. Rev. George Stickney. of Grand Haven, 
Rex-. Julius Blass, of Jackson. and Rev. F. E. Kitridge, the state Unitarian 
missionary of Michigan. Delegates were here from all of the Unitarian 
societies ir? Michigan save Kalamazoo. The church will seat about two hun- 
dre:! 2cd h2s 2 pr!cr that c m  he thrcv-r! open and will seat about fifty more. 
In all it is a neat and pleasant little church. 

A. B. Upton was made president of the society, Hon. S.  W. Hopkins, 
vice-president, Free Estee. secretary, and Hon. J. W. Hance. treasurer. The 
executive committee was composed of William T. Whitney, John Fraser and 
V. F. Conlogue. I n  1892 there ~ v a s  organized a Ladies' Union. the officers 
being Mrs. A. B. Upton. president: Mrs. J. J. Stoner. vice-president; L. J. 
King, secretary, and Mrs. C. C. Whitney, assistant secretary. with Mrs. rW. 
Woodburry as treasurer and for collectors, C. M. Brooks and Miss ~ e n n i s o n .  

This society of ladies still continue and have been of inestimable value 
to the church: much. if not all, of the time they have paid the running 
expenses of the church. save the minister's salary. 
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This church has had its varying experiences, about as other churches. 
Many of the old members have died or moved from the town. A few years 
ago the society adopted the name of the First Congregational church of Mt. 
Pleasant and its present officers are, president, A. A. Borden; secretary, John 
Clark, and treasurer, Dr. -1. T.  Getchel. The trustees are Wilber E. Preston, 
A. T. Getchel, A. -\. Borden, John Clark, H. Dingman and I. -4. Fancher. 
The finance committee is composed of I. A. Fancher. S. lv. Morrison and 
W. E. Lewis. The  present officers of the Ladies' Union are Mrs. S. LV. 
Morrison, president: Mrs. -4. T.  Getchell, secretary, and Mrs. -4. A. Borden 
treasurer. 

In  the church ar. the present time there are about sixty members and 
since Rev. H. Van Onmleran sebered his pastoral connection they hare had 
preaching but once each month. Mr. Van Ommeran was xi-ith the church 
five years and did heroic work: he then left and took a church in Massa- 
chusetts and is liking it very much. The pulpit is now being supplied by the 
Rev. B. F. Mills, of Traverse City. H e  is liked very much and may be induced 
to come to Mt. Pleasant and take charge of the church. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

CIVIC AXD BEXEVOLENT SOCIETIES--MASONIC. 

The first lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. Lodge S o .  288. \\-as 
organized a t  Salt River about January 13. 1 8 7 1  The first officers were 
Charles Merrill, worshipful master; Richard Hoy. senior \\-arden, and Henry 
Struble, junior warden. The early organization embraced most of the 
stanch men of that early settlement and has continued to hold them and has 
received many since its organization and is still flourishing. The charter 
members. as far as can be remembered, the records being lost. n-ere Charles 
Merrill, John G, Zeigler. Richard Hoy, J. C. Conklin. Charles Puchart. 
Charles It?. Sawyer. Henry Struble, Samuel Kennedy, \\'. T. Ross and I. 
K. Shepherd. The name given to the lodge \\-as Salt Rix-er Lodge S o .  285. 
Free and Accepted Masons. This lodge has ah-a!-s been in a thriving con- 
dition and is still gi-axing and in h i e  running order. 

The second organization of Masonic lodges \\-as at Mt. Pleasant in 1871. 
The charter members 11-ere -\. Fos. lA*illiam S. Harris. \lTilliam H.  Garritt. 
John Masn-ell. Isaac -4. Fancher. Seth T. I\-orden, Charles E. Worden. 
James Fockler. DeIos Braman. A. B. Balcom. C. 0. Curtis and H. >'I. Gilman. 
The first officers \yere ?Ilbert Fos. 11-orshipful master: IT. H. Garritt. senior 
warden : \I7. S. Harris, junior x~arden: I. A. Fancher, treasurer: John Man- 
ners, secretary: L. J. \170rden. senior deacon: Charles \\70rden, junior dea- 
c m :  aiic! &\. 5. 5-1com. ty!er. T!x e d g e  ~ z s  named efter an clld am! 
1:lucil be:o\-ed Iiidiaii chief, k s i i  !i;-kg i:: t!:c c n c z t ~ ,  - !:r - the m n ~ 2  ci TT'I!,cc. 
the full name and title being IVabon Lodge S o .  30j. Free and Accepted 
Masons. This lodge has been one of the strongest and most popular lodges 
of northern Michigan. and has connected \\-it11 its membership a large num- 
ber of the best business and professional men in the city. The lodge still 
retains its high standing and influence in the cornmunit!-. 

The past masters are 3.5 follo\rs : -4lbert Fos ,  deceased : T. -4. Fauclier, 
George hIcDonald. \Yilliam Starkn-eather. John 1LIasn.ell. Birt L. Pa~%hill, 
D. S. Partridge. IV. R. Kennedy. \I;. -4. Csborne. deceased: H .  E. Deuel. 
E. J. \-an Leuren. \ \Xiam H .  Llcyd. TI-illiam V. Sage and H. C. Dunlap. 

The folio\\-ing is a list of the members of the lodge at  this date: 
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Phineas 411en, Bliss A. Albro. John T. Alt? William Broomfield, Samuel 
Bemrose, Phidelius Bennett, Louis J. Burch. Augustus Borden. -1. W. 
Bahlke, J. H. Bedfish, James W. Balmer, G. M. Baylis, R. L. Briggs. Charles 
E.  Cole, George A. Chatterton, A. S. Coutant. John J. Cowin, Frank B. 
Clark. Isaac N. Conrad. Charles A. Carnahan, -A. Z. Campbell, Fred F .  Con- 
saul, Walter P. Conrad, Edwin J. Cole, Frank G. Clement, \\-. G. Crosby, 
Ernest T .  Cameron, Isaac M. Cook, Peter F. Dodds, Francis H. Dodds: Ira 
F.  Davis, H. Edward Deuel, John A. Dunn. Joseph L. Dickerson. Henry C. 
Dulap, Homer Derr, James H. Dingman. Albert E. Ely, Charles F. Edgar, 
Ira E. Egleston, George C. Faulkner, Frank J. Forrest, Thomas J. Fordyce, 
I. :I. Fancher, Joseph A. Graham, Thomas Gray. Fred J. Graham. Hugh A. 
Graham, George H. Gover, Hugh Graham. . h \ - i n  E. Gorham. Bert Gray, 
A. I\-. Graham, U. H. Gade, Bert 31. Gould, \<;alter C. Getchel. John -1. Hal-- 
ris, Charles H.  Houck, -4lexznder Henderson. Cassius -%. Harris. John Hath- 
away. IVilliam M. Healy, I. R. Jamison. John Jackman-, Harry E. Jeffrey, 
Timothy P. Jamison. TYilliam R. Kennedy, Fred L. Keeler. E. Kerkpatrick, 
M. E. Kane, Oliver Keck, Jacob W. Kelder. -1. A. Loveland. IVilliam H.  
Lloyd, Frank M. Lamb, C. S. Larzelere, Daniel E. Lyon, Thomas Lawrence, 
John Maxwell. Samuel Morrison. George McDonald. Lewis S. Marsh, John 
Meyer, Samuel May. John II;. Morrison. Peter Morrison, TI'allace H.  Marsh, 
Kobert B. ~IcLaug-hlin, Charles E. On-cn, fnhn Parkel-. Frank D. Patter- 
son, Burt L. Parkhill. Loren C. Payne. Charles D. Pullen, D. &I. Pease. 
Loreil Post. L. E. Royel, F. Rhodes, Charles T. Russell. F. IV. Robinson, 
W. 137. Riches. A. It7. Reige!. Chester W. Riches. IV. A. Starheather,  
Thomas Sampson. William -4. Smith, F. M. Smith. Paul Smith. Wi!liarn V. 
Sage, William A. Shackelford. Bruce C. Shorts, D. Trevegno. James L. 
Thorn. \T-. J. Taylor. C. F. Tambling. Frank G. Thiers. Robert E. Tubbs. 
W. Ill. Taylor. Edward Turner, E. J. Van Leuwn. Buel H. Van Leu\-en. 
G. E. 'tTv7iiiiie~. E. L. T,l'e!!s. -+thur TVright. Truman II'yman, A. X. IJ7ard. 
J. S. iVeiJnia11, F. S. I:'GCI:!. Tznn D. Wa!!ington. George Iva te rm~n.  IT'. 
J. ll'alton. Charles F. IVestman, and John A. TViley. 

ROYAL ARCH M-4SOXS 

Mt. Pleasant Chapter S o .  I 11. Royal =\rch Masons. was organized 
February 4, 1851, under a dispensation granted them to work <lpril 9. 1883. 
The charter members were ' ~ o b e r t  Laughlin. Mark F. Fasquelle, John R. 
Robinson, Silenus A. Simons. D. Scott Partridge. C. 0. Curtis, P. F .  Dodtls. 
E. F. McQueen, William -1. Osborn. Cicero Kimball. I. S. Shepherd. John 
Maxwell. Samuel Kenuedy. Richard Hoy. James B. Kenned!-. Hem>- Stl-uhle. 
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The first officers elected were the following: Robert Laughlin, high priest; 
M. F. Fasquelle, king; John R. Robinson, scribe; S. A. Simons, treasurer: 
D. Scott Partridge, secretary; Charles 0. Curtis. captain of the host; P. F. 
Dodds, principal sojourner; E. F. McQueen, royal arch captain; William A. 
Osborn. grand master of the third reil; C. Kimball. grand master of the 
second veil; John Maxwell, grand master of the first veil, and I. N. Shep- 
herd, sentinel. The  first person to be initiated into the holy mysteries of the 
Royal Arch was William T. Whitney. The lodge has been a prosperous body 
ever since its organization and still retains its prestige in the community, 
and numbers many of the most popular and successf~d citizens in the city. 
I t  not only comprises many of our successful business men, but also of the 
professional fraternity. Doctors, lawyers. ministers. teachers and retired 
capitalists all seek the mystic rights of the fraternity. 

Their lodge rooms are centrally and pleasantly located, easy of access 
and as the blue lodge of Masons occupy the same rooms they have furnished 
them beautifully with everything that goes to beautify and adorn not only the 
halls but the work a s  well. Well may they entertain a modest pride in their 
fraternal and social surroundings. They enjoy a membership at  the pres- 
ent time of about one hundred, but as all are graduated from the blue lodge 
it seems hardly necessary to give a list of their present members. 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR. 

W e  all recognize the fact that there are but few th~ngs that are really 
and genuinely enjoyed by the male fraternity that the female class are not 
also desirous of participating in. and so u-e find that after the establishment 
of these Masonic bodies, the ladies met and considered the advisability of 
their also establishing a fraternal association. I t  was finally decided to 
organize a chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star  and a chapter mas formed. 
to be known as the Mt. Pleasant Chapter No. jj. At present the officers 
are : Ellen V. Keene, worthy matron; J. J. Cowen, worthy patron : Effie G. 
Graham, assistant matron: Florence N. Ward, secretary; Clara L. Pullen. 
treasurer; Laura B. Taylor, conductress: Lettie Trevegne, assistant con- 
ductress: Ethel Taylor. Adah: Kettie --\. Cou-en. Ruth: Mary D. Keen, 
Esther ; Mabel Ferris, Martha ; Nora L. Loveland, Electa : Rebecca L%-ells. 
warder ; Samuel Bemrose, sentinel; S.  Louisa Cowin, chaplain : Clarissa 
Marsh. marshal : Ella Parkhill, organist. 

The past matrons are A. Elizabeth Chatterton, Helen E. C. Balmer, 
Nora L. Loveland. Elizabeth Van Leuven. Minnie Leaman. Elva Reed and 
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Florence N. Ward, and the past patrons are H. Edward Deuel, George Mc- 
Donald, Richard D. Balmer, Arthur S. Coutant, George A. Chatterton, and 
Edward L. Wells. 

The number of the present membership is about one hundred and twenty- 
five. The list of members shows that the organization contains many of the 
leading ladies of the city and bespeaks for them a delightful social and fra- 
ternal organization. 

1vIASON.S AT WIXK. 

The earliest records of Cedar Valley Lodge No. 383. Free and Accepted 
Masons. at  Dushville, now Winn, Isabella county, Michigan, show that under 
date of July 2, 1886, Michael Schumaker, grand master of Masons of Mich- 
igan, affixed his signature and seal to  a dispensation empowering the follow- 
ing brothers, as charter members: John W. Curtiss, Allen Keene, John 
Starkweather, David Moor, Marshall Abbott, James Maxwell, Charles F. 
Curtiss. Thomas H. Lowe and Shurman D. Eldred, to meet and practice all 
the rights of ancient craft masonry. The above Masonic brothers continued 
to  meet and work under the above mentioned dispensation until January 26, 
1887, at which time the grand lodge of Michigan issued a charter, which 
created Cedar Valley Lodge No. 383. Free and Accepted Masons. On March 
23. 1887, the most worshipful grand master, Reup!?es C. Hahaway, did con- 
secrate and dedicate and install the first regular officers, at which time Cedar 
Valley Lodge No. 383 assumed all the responsibilities and burdens incidental 
to  a new lodge in a new and sparsely settled part of Isabella county. 

At this time the lodge occupied the second story of a building at the 
east end of the viIlage. and on the north side of Main street, owned by 
William A. Starkn-eather. which they continued to occupy until April 9. 
1890, when. by permission of the grand master, the lodge was moved to the 
haii owned by P. Al!pm. at  the :yest end of the village, where they remained 
untii suitdoie rooms cadi: be arranged for. .4t this time $. 1. Cilam had a 
two-story building under construction, the lodge arranging to lease the upper 
story. After this building n-as completed and furnished, Past Grand Master 
Arthur M. Clark, acting grand master, did, on January I. 1891. duly dedi- 
cate this the third home for Cedar Valley Lodge, where for seventeen years 
the fraternity peacefully labored in laying a foundation, broad and deep, 
~vhich should later support her future fraternal and material edifice. 

In the early part of 19'07 the members of Cedar Valley Lodge began to 
feel the need for more room, and purchased a location on block 2. according 
to  the village plat. and perfected such arrangements that ~ o u l d  eventually 
enable the local body t o  erect and own. in fee simple. the proposed home. 
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On August 28, 1907, the worshipful master appointed a committee consisting 
of E H. Allyo, Fred M. Sanderson and Burt M. Adams, to  draft articles 
of association and do such cther duties as \vould be necessary to incorporate. 
So well did the above committee discharge their important duties that on 
January 7, 1908: the Masonic Temple Association of Winn. Michigan, held 
its first regular organized meeting and became a factor in securing morthy, 
more pretentious environments. The above meeting is worthy of more than a 
passing notice, for it was a t  that meeting that this small band of Masons 
assumed the burdens and responsibilities of erecting a temple of solid brick 
thirty-seven by eighty feet, and two stories high with basement, two store 
rooms on first floor. The entire second floor is used for Masonic purposes, and 
divided into seven rooms, consisting of lodge room, preparation room, ante- 
room, parlor, kitchen, dining room, and committee room. The entire build- 
ing is fitted with steam heat and the light is generated by an acetylene gas 
plant in the basement. 

On December 17, 1 9 8 ,  the most worshipful grand master, Herbert Mon- 
tague, assisted by nearly all the grand lodge officers, dedicated the new temple 
to Freemasonry. virtue and universal benevolence. 

The new temple cost eight thousand dollars. and the drawing of the 
material from ten to sixteen miles was a heavy burden on the membership, 
which was met with fortitude becoming Masons. And today they have the 
comfort and satisfaction of owning the first Masonic temple. entire, from 
foundation to roof. in Isabella county. I t  is worthy of note that at no time 
has there ever been one cent against the temple, as ali obligations have been 
assumed and carried by the membership. 

The Masons of Cedar Valley Lodge have been abundantly blessed. In  the 
twenty-six years of its existence and of the ninety-five members that have 
from time to time belonged, but four have died. and only t\\70 of them initiated 
members, the other two having joined by dimits from other iodges. 

-. 
1 he first o5cei-s of Cedar Vaiiey Lodge were: Hon. john I&:. Curtis .  

worshipful master ; Allen Keene, senior warden : John Starkweather, junior 
warden ; David K. Moor, treasurer; Marshal F. -4bbott, secretary; James 
Manwell, senior deacon ; Charles F. Curtiss, junior deacon ; Thomas H. Lowe, 
tyler. 

The present officers are : Cassius J. Shenk, \I-orshipful master: Henry 
L. Smith, senior warden; Charles -1. Spicer. junior \varden : David K. Mopr. 
treasurer; S. J. Elam, secretary; William Glen Osborn, senior deacon : Jacob 
Burher, junior deason; Miles S. Fuller, tyler. 

The roster of past masters is: John W. Curtiss, three years ; .Allen Keene, 
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seven years: John L. Brubaker, one year: John W. Crane, six years; Charles 
F. Curtiss, five years; Birt M. Adams. one pear; Emlon A. Sanderson, two 
years. 

The first officers of the Masonic Temple association: John \V. Crane, 
president: David K. Moor, treasurer; S. J. Ulam, secretary. The first boxd 
of trustees: John Delo, chairman, Chester J. Perkins, Clifford J. -1bbott. 

The present number of members of the lodge is se\ent>-. 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR. 

X chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star  \\-as established at \\-inn. 
Xichigan, March 18. 1909. The charter members \\-ere Mrs. Maggie .idams, 
Mrs. Lucy Lowe, Miss -4Ita Taylor, Wilber ?i. Pierpont. Mrs. Georgia Pier- 
pont. Mrs. Almina Perkins. Mrs. Mary Kinney. Asa Delo. Errgene H. M e n .  
Mrs. Julia AIIyn, Cassius J. Shenk. Mrs. Alla Shenk, Mrs. Enuna Noor. 311-s. 
Lizzie Nohl. Mrs. .%nna Hunt. Charles A. Spicer. John Keen. John I\-. Crane. 
Rufus C. Gifford. Mrs. Agnes Gifford, Miles S. Fuller. Mrs. Ola Fuller. Ger- 
ald S. Fuller. Mrs. Bertha Fuller. Mrs. Jennie Sullivan. 

The first officers elected \\-ere as follon-s : 11-orthy inat~on.  311-9. 
lllmina Perkins ; worthy patron. Wilber X. Pierpont : associate matron. 
Mrs. Georgia Pierpont: secretary, Mrs. Ce!ia De!o: treaw-er. Mrs. Julia 
A11yn ; conductress, Mrs. Mamie Stutting: associate conductress. Mrs. Ellen 
Shenk: chaplain. Mrs. Maggie Adalns; organist, Miss Esther Osborn: =\dab. 
Mrs. Vila Faller: Ruth. Mrs. Agnes Gifford : Esther. Mrs. Bertha Fuller ; 
Martha, Mrs. Mary Kiney; Electa, Mrs. Anna Hunt: \\-arden. Nrs.  Lucy 
Lolve: sentinel, John S. Keen. 

This chapter is made u? of most of the enterprising, energetic and social 
ladies and gentlemen in that community and they are eserting a might1 in- 
flueilce for gcod scciz! and fraternal feeling in the cot~~munity. \\-hich is an 
eieiuciit aurelj- iiedcc! in 3 vi!!qe 2nd cwnt ry  community. They have lal~ored 
but a short time. hut no\\- number some sixty-sir menlljers ill good ant1 
regular standing. 

At their last annual election the fol lowi~~g officers \\-ere elected and in- 
stalled: IVorthy matron, Mrs. -4lrna Perkins; \\-orthy patron. Gerald 
Fuller : associate matron. Mrs. Georgia Pierpont : secretal-j-. Mrs. Julia --lllyn : 
treasurer. 3Trs. Ellen Spicer ; conductress. Mrs. Lillie Keen : associate contluct- 
ress, Mrs. Eertha Fuller : chaplain. Mrs. Maggie Adams : marshal. Miss -Aka 
Taylor : organist. Mrs. Pearl Edlnonds ; Ada. Mrs. Viola Fuller : Ruth. Mrs. 
;\gnes Gifford: Esther, Mrp. Ellen Shenk: Martha. Mrs. Effa Delo: Electa. 
Mrs. Emma Fos :  warden. Mrs. Martha Delo: sentinel. Johll S. Keen. 
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WEIDMAN MASONIC LODQE. 

The village of Weidman also boasts of a first class lodge of the Free 
and Accepted Masons. which was organized in 1900. They own their own 
hall, have a membership of about eighty and are growing all of the time. 
They are nicely located and take great pride in their n-ork and are said to have 
some of the best workers in the county. John 4 .  Cliff, Wilber Johnson. Floyd 
Mitchel and others of the same class of leading gentlemen make up the rank 
and file of the fraternity in that burg. 

IWDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS. 

The Odd Fellows organized at  Mt. Pleasant. April 4, 1874 being KO. 
217. The charter bears the name of G. W. Griggs as grand master and E. H: 
Whitney as grand secretary. The charter members were James L. Sweeny. 
Albert Holmes, Martin K. Morse, Jared H. Doughty and John R. Doughty. 
The grand officers 'who instituted the lodge were: G. W. Griggs, grand 
master : Albert Earl. grand secretary ; W. H. Ostrom, grand warden ; iV.  I\-\;. 
Cook, grand marshal; C. C. Hart. grand guardian: H. W. Shan-, grand 
herald. The first elective officers were James L. Smeeny. noble grand: Jared 
H. Doughty. vice-grand: M. K. Morse. recording secretary. and John R. 
Doughty, treasurer. 

The lodge has gone through many ups and downs and has been burned 
out, having the charter burned, but they have kept on their feet and each time 
have rejuvenated the order and continued in their good work until they hare 
brought the order to a high state of perfection in this city. They hare in- 
creased in nun~bers from their small beginning of six charter members to about 
tn-o hundred and fifteen members at this time. They have purchased a build- 
ing, which mas originally the Presbyterian church. which they purchased -4prii 
I. 1907, of the Presbyterian society for two thousand dollars. 

The lot is centrally located, being nearly opposite the Bennett House. 
I t  makes a fine place for their meetings and they are able to accommodate 
other societies, such as the Grand Army organization, the Salvation Army 
and such others as need a place for a gathering for social and fraternal pur- 
poses and for suppers and lectures. 

The order is highly appreciated by its members as a social and fraternal 
organization. I t  numbers among its members many of the best and m&t 
prosperous business men. IS well as  men in the various professions, such as 
doctors, lawyers. dentists. teachers and ministers, in fact it is a good and 
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proper place for any and all good men that enjoy social meetings and feel that 
they would like to  do some good in the world and make society better and more 
noble for their having been here and mingled with struggling humanity. A11 
this and more they are doing. 

There is also an encampment, as well as a Rebekah lodge, who meet in 
the same building. 

This lodge has also been honored by haring one of its members elected 
to an honorable office in the grand body of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, William R. Kennedy, who was in 1908-9 elected to be grand master 
of the grand iodge. 

The present officers of the home lodge are: -4. C. Crapo, noble grand; 
F. L. Klunsinger, vice-grand; Charles D. Brown, recording secretary; Rr. C. 
Perry, financial secretary: H. H. Hunter, treasurer, ~ i t h  C. L. Patee, past 
grand. 

In 1874 at  old Salt River xvas established an Odd Fell~n-s lodge. The 
charter was given October 5th of that year and they commenced with a goodly 
number of members and have been in a nice condition ever since and are non- 
enjoying a degree of prosperity. Their number is 239 and is called Coe 

Lodge. 
The charter members were : Thomas Austin, noble grand ; j .  M. R. Ken- 

wry .  vice-grand: S. C. Leocard, secretar!-; Henry Struble. treasurer: Samuel 
Kennedy. Lester Wilsey, Philander Childs. A. F. Swan and \Villiam A. Smith. 
Allen E. Clark is the present noble grand, and sends these minutes. They 
are in a good thriving condition, are having good attendance and are grox~ing 
with the growth of their pretty and substantial village. 

\VISA- ODDFELLOIVSHIP. 

Cedzr Ridge Lodge No. 540. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at  
\T7iiin. Iszbe!!a co-cty. Michigan. was organized luly 22. 1908. Its charter 
members were John Henderson, I\,-illiam L. Delo. Lester Briggs, Walter G. 
Starkweather Levi Underwood, Fred C. Gifford. i indly T. Booth, John 
Malish, Frederick Delo, Delbert D. Richardson, Charles Riggle, John Fox. 
George Russell, Percy T. Spicer, Clifford J. Abbott, sixteen in all. The first 
officers were Lester Briggs, noble grand : Charles Riggle. vice-grand. and 11'. 
G. Starkweather, secretary and treasurer. 

The lodge is a strong 2nd growing institution, having grown from sis- 
teen charier meinhrs to a lodge of seventy-six members, and is still increas- 
ing both in membership and in influence in the community. They have and 
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may well feel a just pride in the fact that their lodge is made up of a large 
per cent. of the stanch and thrifty men in the con~munity, and the lodge gi\ es 
them an opportunity to meet together and become more social and cultivate 
a stronger spirit of brotheriy lore and a kindlier spirit toward one another 
and the race generally. Long may they have the pri~ilege of their social 
meetings. 

The present officers are John Henderson. noble grand; Thomas Sanrl- 
brook, vice-grand; Clinton Cazatt, recording secretary; Clifford J. Xbbott, 
financial secretary: Ward Foglesong, treasurer. The lodge hare their rneet- 
ing place in the hall of S. J. Clam. and meet on Thursday evening. 

BLANCHARD LODGE. 

Blanchard has a lodge of Odd Fellons, established in 1903. They are 
as prosperous and substantial as  any in the county. numbering at the present 
time one hundred and sel enteen members, with Henry Moke as noble g r a d  ; 
George Wood, vice-grand; E. Allen, financial secretary. This lodge is on the 
high road to success. They have built and own their hall, n hich is tn enty- 
six by eighty feet and two stories high. costing about four thousand dollars, 
nearly 211 paid for. The society occupy the upper story and the loner story 
is an opera house. 

The charter members were as follom s : Fred Stanclish. Jay Rogers, ;\'ex\-- 
man Fitzgerald, Claud Rogers. W. H. Shepherd. E. W. Reeder. Henry Moke, 
N. C. Mason, Riley King. Frank Garrison and Amos Dixon. 

DAUGHTERS OF REBEKAH. 

There was a Rebekah lodge organized at J\Tinn. formerly Dushrille, 011 

-1pril 2. 1909, by Hannah Bailarge, with ten charter members, and the name 
Locust was given it by Sabia Gifford. T o  he precise, the name and number 
were Locust Rebekah Lodge No. 226. The charter men~bers were Jennie 
Sullivan. Emily Smith, Sabia Gifford. Pearl Edmonds. -4lmira Perkins. TIvalter 
Smith. Fred Gifford, William Edmonds. Walter G. Starkn-eather. The first 
officers were Sabia Gifford, noble grand: Pearl Edmonds. vice-grand: IV. G. 
Starkweather, secretary ; Emily Smith. treasurer : Almina Perkins, right sup- 
porter of the noble grand: J. W. McNutt. left supporter o i  the noble gran?: 
Lottie 'Gifford, warden: Mamie Stutting. conductor: \Tallace Richardson, 
inner guard; Walter Smith. outer guard: Catherine Haas. chaplain. with Olive 
Foglesong, right supporter of rice-grand, and Pearl Barden as left supporter of 
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vice-grand. This lodge has prospered wonderfully well and now numbers 
one hundred members. Their present officers are:  Noble grand, Ola Fuller; 
vice-grandt Effie Caszatt : secretary, Sadie Gifford; treasurer, Emily Smith; 
right supporter of the noble grand, Delia Starkweather; left supporter of the 
noble grand, -4lmina Perkins : warden, Lottie Gifford. 

.\t Brinton, aboilt twenty-two years ago, there was estabiished on Odd 
Fello\~-s lodge ~vhich for some time was a ourishing institution. The origi- 
nal was named Silver Link and Doctor Worden was largely instrunlental in 
getting it started. It flourished until at  one time it had about one hundred 
and thirty-one members, but since the rillage has declined somewhat it has 
had an effect upon the number of lodge members, yet it is doing good work 
at the present time and nutdxrs about fifty members. The present officers 
are: Edgar Robert. noble grand ; John Fitch, vice-grand ; H. V. Koble. secre- 
tary: S. Atchinson, financial secretary: Henry Rogers, treasurer. 

In 1906, at Rosehsh.  a lodge of Odd Fellou-s was organized d h  about 
sixty members. with F. G. House as noble grand, D. Xussel. T-ice-grand. and 
John House. secretary. I t  is a strong and active organization and is doing 
good work, increasing in membership and in the good influence it eserts in 
the community. 

At \Yeidman they have a first-class lodge of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. \I-hich is in a very prosperous and fine \\.oricing coiliitioii. T!~ey 
olvn their own hall and have their sessions regularly, doing good work and 
satisfying their membership I t  is one of the best of the fraternal organiza- 
tions. 

XSIGHTS OF T H E  MACCABEES. 

.\nother of the orders that is calculated to promote friendship and brother- 
I!- IOT-e. kno\\-n as the Knights of the Maccabees. \\-as duly organized on the 
17th day of March. 1884. This is a h  a iiiuka! rdief society. 2nd 1x5 been of 
inestimable value ru a iarge nuiiiuer u i  uul. ~ i t i z e i i ~  5- t!;c i;a)-:xe::t tc the 
bereared families of deceased Maccabees \\-hen the hand of aff-liction has 
fallen heavily on the depe~dent fanuly at their protector's death, of the 
amount for \~h ich  the member. when living, had provided for the assistance 
of his family. I t  is a worthy organization and has by its and 
dispatch relieved many a \\-orthy family from suffering and distress in time 
o i  troubie. 

The officers of the first organization were : F. H. Tyler, past con~mander : 
Charles T. Russell. comn1ander : V. F. Conlogue. lieutenant : Fred Russell, 
record keeper: F. I\-. Ralph. finance keeper: I\-. C. Dusenbuq-, prelate: F. H. 
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Tyler, physician; J. J. Kitchen, sergeant; J. B. Van Fossen, master a t  arms; 
0. W. Stebbins, first master of guard; F. E. Prince, second master of guard; 
I. L. Swan, sentinel, and W. R. Sturgis, picket. 

The organization flourished for some years until they numbered some 
four hundred members. They now number about three hundred and eleven 
members, and the present officers are : Vern Van \Vie, commander ; George W. 
Leuvoy, lieutenant commander; William 0. Barz, record keeper; W. A. 
Chatterton, finance keeper: Earnest D. Ford, sergeant. 

They hold their meetings in the Commercial block, and meet each week. 
The numbers have fallen off some for a short time back on account of quite 
a number of the members having arrived at  the age of seventy, when they 
are entitled to draw ten per cent. per year on their policy and there seems to 
be a fear that the monthly rate or  dues will increase. They can also draw 
for disabilities and as  the age increases there is more of that. Then about a 
year ago the Lady Maccabees increased their rate and many dropped out on 
that account. These are questions that the Knights will have to meet. 

One was organized at  Leaton.numbered 538, with Charles E. Cole as 
commander, Thomas B. Snowden, record keeper, and with a goodly number 
of members. This tent was afterward disbanded and they with one or two 
other sniall zents \vent into the organization a: Rosebush. 

On April 8, 1893. one was started at  Vernon, known as the Russell Tent 
KO. 727. They flourished for a time and built a hall, but afterward the in- 
terest in the matter flagged, the hall wis  sold and moved away and now 
there is no organization kept up. 

Tent No. 306, of the Knights o i  the Maccabees, mas organized at  Sher- 
man City, the organization being effected May 29, 189;. Edward P. Strong 
was commander. Grant 14. Lyon. record keeper, and filed October 28, 18gj. 
This tent is kept up and is in a fair!g prosperous condition, h a ~ i ~ g  at  this 
time r b m t  fcrtv rr.e&ers. 

-\nother was started at the village of ~ r i n t o n  and was a live tent for 
some time and then it ceased to keep up its interest and finally ceased to exist. 

Eldorado Tent No. jjg. Knights of the Maccabees. was organized at 
Calkinsville February 22. 1898. They own their hall, have about one hun- 
dred and twelve members and are in a prosperous condition. Their present 
chief officers are George F. Bayless, commander; William M. Hovey, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

They also have at this place a Ladies of  the Maccabees lodge with a good 
membership. They too are in a prosperous and thriving condition, and the 
order is quite popular. 
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At Caldwell, about twenty years ago, a lodge was formed. They own 
their hall, which cost something like eight hundred dollars. They are 
in a flourishing condition, with about thirty-five members, with Thomas 
Hogg as commander, Burt Bozer, record keeper, and I?. E. Phillips as finance 
keeper. 

-%t Blanchard, in 1904, there was a Ladies' Tent of Maccabees organized. 
Mrs. E. Allen is commander and Mrs. Charles Robertson, Mrs. Bragg and 
Mrs. Scott are among the influential members. They have a nice social and 
fraternal set of members and now number sixty-four. They are in a most 
prosperous condition and are proud of their society, as well they may be. 

There is also a regular Maccabee tent at  Blanchard. I t  was organized 
some time ago and is still doing business. 

At  Winn the Maccabees organized, in 1891, Tent No. jz4, with J. W. 
Crane, commander: Robert Brown, record keeper; Fred Delo, finance keeper. 
They have now some fifty members and Lester Briggs is commander. W. W. 
Dickerson, finance keeper, and are in a prosperous condition. 

The Lady Maccabees have also a tent with Mrs. W. N. Pierpont as 
commander : Mrs. Henry Curtis, finance keeper ; Mrs. John Taylor, record 
keeper. They have a tent of thirty-five members and own the hall, which cost 
them about five hundred dollars. They- are in fine condition and embrace 
some of the leading ladies of the village and vicinity. They ieel justly proud 
that they on-n their hall and are in good working order. 

-I t  Shepherd a Maccabee tent was formed some years ago, and for a 
time was in a flourishing condition. Some changes in the amount of dues 
has created some lukewarmness in many of the tents and they are not so . 
prosperous. 

There is a lodge of Xaccabees at Weidman, organized some years ago, 
and con~posed of such men as George Drallette, George C. Fisher. Charles 
Pierce, Mr. Schauppner, Charles Carr, Charies Buiiier, Adaili Scott and 
others. They have been in a good working order ior some t h e  a i d  ha\-? a 
large membership for a place of the size of Weidman, and are now number- 
ing something like one hundred members. There was also a Ladies' tent. but 
they have allowed their charter to lapse and are no longer an organization. 

GLEANERS. 

-3 Gleaner organization \\-as established in Lincoln township, at Craw- 
ford, something like sixteen years ago. and has continued and prospered ever 
since. and at the present time they have about one hundred members, with 
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Roy Proudly as chief gleaner. They are a fraternal and mutual benefit asso- 
ciation and are a t  the present one of the most popular and most-sought-after 
organizations in the county and state. This organization owns its own hall, 
a-hich cost about eight hundred dollars, and is in all respects prosperous 
and happy. 

There is also another in this to\vn located at  the Baptist church on sec- 
tion 30. organized December 29, 1896, and numbered seventy-one. and having 
at the present time some oce hundred members, with Melvin Castle, David 

' Bush and others as leaders. This one also owns its hall and is doing a pros- 
perous business. 

At Blanchard. in Rollznd township. there is a Gieaner organization. 
These use the Odd Fello\vs hall. Their lodge is in good condition, being a 
combination of some smaller lodges which combined. so that no\\- this one 
combines al! of the smaller ones and has some good men. such as Shan- 
Lau-rence. A. Miller and others. The organization was perfected -1ugust 14. 
19oc and the charter members were A%ntho~~y Miller. Elmer Compson, Ed. 
Sheels. Edmond Miller. -1lonzo -Illen. Lawrence Miller and lIaggie Mill- 
brook. 

A lodge of Gleaners was established in E~oomfiekl. on section 28. in 
190j  It has abliut 51q- members and is doing \\-el!. 

I n  Deerfield township a lodge was established at Deerfield Center. John 
-1sh is chief gleaner and H .  E. \\;oocl is secretay and treasurer. They use 
the town hzlI for their place o i  meeting. 

A Gleaners arbor. KO. 197. was organized in Chippe\\-a in 1896. The 

, chief movers \!-ere Frank Crego. Frank Hardgl-01-e. George Richmond. $1. P. 
Kern. N. D. Montgomery. Ivalter \\kg. Richard Hay, George Merrill. 
They bought the Landon cheese factory and remodeled it into a hall suitable 
am! c m r e ~ i e n t  for their purposes: they still on-n the hall. They have been 
-\-cry p~zspxz::s xx! zcw zxvher sniiiething like one hundred and sixty 
members. with Harrey Johnson as chief gleaner: S. D. Montgomery, vice- 
chief gleaner: Minty \I7ilmot. chaplain: -Albert Halsted, secretaq- and treas- 
urer : Edward LIndren-s. conductor : R. YI. Merrill, conductress ; Fred Smith. 
lecturer: Leon I\-ilmot. inner guard, and Charles Francis, outer guard. 

There are Gleaners also in Denver township. An arbor IT-as established 
at Delivin some years ago and has no\\- about sixty members. and J. E. Smith 
is chief gleaner and J. 15. Jorden, secretary and treasurer. They are doing 
gooc! wosk and getting ahead. 

The Gleaners of Coldwater to\vnship organized about five years ago. 
They hold their meetings at private dl\-ellings. Cecil Allen and Grant Harper 
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are the main parties in the order and are doing much to  enlarge and make it 
a success. 

Gleaners organized in 1898 in Gilmore with thirteen members, and they 
now have about seventy-five. Their headquarters is at  the northwest corner 
of section 22, near the Baptist church. They are in good working order with 
fine prospects for the future. G. A. Pitts is chief gleaner and John Sifton 
is secretary and treasurer. 

In Vernon there is a lodge located at Little's, on section 28. I t  was 
chartered on the 14th of February, 1897, and is numbered 283. William 
Page is chief gleaner and Jessie K. Turbush is one of the principal gleaners. 

There is also one in Wise township and their hall is located on section 21. 
The Gleaners of Shepherd were organized in December. 1908. The 

chief gleaner was Raymond Clark; vice-gleaner. Charles LVllsey, and James 
Wood, secretary and treasurer. They started with about sixty members. 
which they have increased to about one hundred and fifty or  more. Their 
first chaplain n a s  Mrs. Clifford Childs. They are a rery prosperous and 
strong organization and are reaping some benefit out of the relation on 
account of being able, as farmers, to  purchase their binding twine at about 
one-half of what they had to pay as simple farmers. -And as no one not a 
farmer can hold office it gives the farmer a strong lead and is quite an in- 
ducement ior  those who are eligibie to unite \\ ith the frateriiity. 

They meet tn-ice each month for a good social as well as business pur- 
pose and time. At present their chief ofIicers are:  Chief gleaner. Jessie 
Childs: vice-gleaner. Ste\vaid Curtis: secretzry 2nd treasurer, James Wood. 
and for chaplain, Mamie Best. Most of the members carry about one thou- 
sand dollars insurance. that being the limit ordinarily. although under cer- 
tain conditions some may take two thousand dollars. Their principal pur- 
pose, outside of insurance, is the social feature and that they all enjoy and 
their interests seeiiis to cmtinue. as their meetings are all well attended and 
very 11iuci1 enjo) eJ. 

There is also one at  the village of Coe, started about the same time of 
the others. It has a fine list of members and is doing good work and fully 
meeting the espectations of all who have joined. The Gleaners are generally 
claiming that it is a splendid organization and is giving its patrons splendid 
returns for their money and time, not only in a social manner, but also in 
financial results. 

GOLD RESERYE .\SSOCIATIOS. 

The Gold Reserve was organized >la!- ag. 1901, under and by virtue of 
the statute for the organization of fraternal societies. The officers at its 

(17) 
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organization were: Michael E. Kane, president; Fred Russell, secretary. and 
George A. Dusenbury, treasurer. They have now been in business nearly 
ten years and have grown from a new and untried beginning to a member- 
ship of three thousand one hundred members and have assets to the amount 
of thirty thousand dollars. This is surely a good showing and with such an 
increase in business and the standing and responsibility of those in charge 
is a good guaranty that everything will be conducted upon strict principles 
of business and social integrity. The present officers are M. E. Kane, presi- 
dent; C. W. Campbell, secretary, and Fred Russell, vice-president and treas- 
urer. 

ELKS. 

lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks was, on July 
18, 1909. granted a charter, on the application of the following brothers: 
Josiah Harper, Chester A. Kellogg, Ivan Wallington. Harry G. Miller, J. .%. 
Swan, Edward J. Diittmann and Fred F. De Foe, the lodge to be knonn as 
the Mt. Pleasant Lodge No. 1164. and to hold its sessions in Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan. The  charter members were R. A. Cockran, Roy S. Falk. Ellis 
Faint, D. Travegno, J. H. Campbell. F. J. Seibel, P.  E. Richmond. Earl 
Mi!ler, John \Ti .  Benford. Roy S. Dean. Wells B. Brown. Marion Smith. T. 
R. Dougherty. E. T .  Cameron, H. W. Coddington, F. S.  Klunsinger, F. F. 
Vandercook, Edward 0. Harris, Robert P. Ward, James E. Johnson, F. G. 
Clement. W. A. Dion, J. I?. McNutt, Charles E. Hagan. Robert M. Hidey, 
Bert Sook, Frank C. Crego, Charles A. Carnahan, P .  T. Johnson. A. E. 
Gorham. The trustees were Herbert A. Foster, H. E.  Chatterton and L. N. 
Marsh. Chester N. Riches. esquire: Howard D. Jeffords, junior guard, and 
B. A t .  Gould, chaplain. The officers elected were: Jasper Harper. -exalted 
ruler : Chester A. Kellogg, leading knight ; Ivin Wallington, loyal knight ; 
Harrv Miller. lecturing knight: I. H .  Swan, secretary, and E. J. Diittniann, 
treasurer. 

The Elks are very largely a social organization. and it is intended that 
they shall have a place to meet for recreation as well as for reading and also 
a place for those that are fond of games and want a quiet place of their own 
where they can go for play at billiards or  pool for the rest and relaxation 
that they so much need after being in the office or  store all day at  hard work. 
They have rented rooms on the second floor of three stores and have fiHed 
them up, a part for a dining room and kitchen. orer  another store a billiard 
and pool room, for those who are fond of games, and over another a sitting 
room, cloak room and other accon2modations. and they surely have a fine lot 
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of members and a fine place for their meetings. They hare increased their 
numbers to one hundred fifty-five and are still building up the lodge. They 
now number among their number a very large per cent. ~f the business men, 
bankers, clerks, office men, with a sprinkling of clergymen. and in fact they 
embrace a good many of the real good fellows of the city. They are very 
thoughtful and considerate of the wives and families and are entitled to a 
good deal of credit for what they have done and are doing for some of the 
families that have met with bereavement and that will appreciate the interest 
taken in them on account sf the fact that their family was numbered among 
the members of this exalted order of Elks. 

The present officers are: C. A. Kellogg, exalted ruler: Ivin \Vallington, 
leading knight : Harry Miller, loyal knight ; Mart Manery. lecturing knight; 
W. B. Brown, esquire; J. A. Swan, secretary; E. J. Diittmann. treasurer; 
F. F. Vandercook, inner guard; ,4. Z. Campbell, tiler; trustees, H. E. Chat- 
terton, L. N. Marsh and C. T. Russell. 

Long may they live to carry out their benevolent and sociai objects for 
which they were organized. 

K N I G H T S  O F  PYTHIAS.  

The Knights of Pythlas mas organized In Mt. Pleasant about March, 
1886, with a goodly number of charter members, some of whom were H. H. 
Graves. William Pickard, William T. Whitney, P. Gardner and orhers. They 
are strictly a fraternal society and have in former days been one of the most 
sought-for of all such organizations, and this lodge has numbered as high 
as one hundred fifty at a time. Of late years they have not been quite as 
prominent, other fraternal organizations having taken the lead. This lodge 
was at one time the finest in the state and when in marching order the first 
four ranks of iour each weighed over iour ilundred pouiids each, and their 
Uniform Rank numbered about sixty members. The) \\ere the vrganizaiion 
selected to lay the corner stone of the Central Normal School and were 
highly praised for their efficiency and general work. They still number 
about eighty members and. while they have been selling off their club furni- 
ture. they yet retain their lodge furniture and expect to rake up their resi- 
dence as a lodge in the building of the Odd Fellows. Their present officers 
are : Fred Russell. chancellor commander ; Prof. J. ZY. Kelder, I-ice-cha~l- 
cellor. Harry Hudson. keeper of the records: I\-. IV. Cox. master of finance. 
-4. 14. Dayton was their captain. 
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MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA. 

This organization was perfected at Blanchard February 10. 1908. with 
the following as charter members: Earnest Culp, George Christorphenson. 
Clarence Stafford, Albert Tate, Joseph Fate, Edward Houghton, Carl Mason. 
Nathan Munn. Chester McDonald, C. J. Nohlas, Arthur Purybery. 0. J. Rey- 
nolds. Jessie Robert, J. A. Ramey, Earl Swayze, Vern Russell. H. M. Swift, 
William A. Walker, Leuter. Stafford. William F. Wood. Doctor Watley, 
This list of names gives to the village of Blanchard and vicinity a strong 
organization and one that is making good in the fraternal work they have 
entered upon. and. barring unforseen stumbling Mocks. should continue for 
many years to come and prosper in their good works. 

They also have at Blanchard, beside the above. a camp of Royal 
Neighbors of America. organized March 4, 1909. with sixteen charter mem- 
bers, as follo~vs: Mrs. C. Holbrook. Mrs. Leo Aldrich. Mrs. F. Meyers, Mrs. 
E. Crawford, Mrs. H. Luimell, Mrs. E. Robinson, Mrs. George Kimball. 
Mrs. M. Konkle. Mrs. S. Hotchkiss, Miss June Hill. Mrs. Leola Ayers. Mrs. 
J. Metz. Mrs. C. McDonald, Mrs. Judd Morgan and Mrs. William Snyder. 
This is called Rolland Camp NO. jj61. 

NATIONAL PROTECTIVE LEGION. 

Rlanchard has also a Sational Protective Legion. organized December 
11. 1906, with the following charter members: Neuman Smith. Tom Scott. 
Morris High, Kate Dagle, Leumie Engle, Charles Sanders. Elizabeth Robin- 
son. Minerra Scott, Ralph Sanders, James A. Engle. 

The list of names of the charter members of the last two organizations 
orrght to inspire confidence with any one who desires to become a member 
c?f either of ?he lodges T t  is a sure index that they will accomplish whatever 
they undertake. 

COURT OF HONOR. 

A Court of Honor, Chippewa District No. 41. was organized at Mt. 
Pleasant about 1890. They are also a fraternal and insurance organization. 
This society has heen an active and prosperous one up to the present time. 
I t  comiiieilced n-ith a limited number of charter members and has steadily 
increased until no\\- they number about one hundred fifty members in good 
standing. This society accepts ladies to their membership and they meet at 
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the Odd Fellows' hall every two weeks, on Monday evenings. The present 
principal officers are : Charles Reen, chancellor ; A. IV. Bush, past chancellor ; 
Mrs Thomas Dougherty, vice-chancellor; Mrs. Kittie Reen. chaplain; J. L. 
Crittenden. recorder, and Jessie Sheldon, conductor. 

Their meetings are well attended and they are having a very nice social 
time at  their gatherings and are also privileged to take out insurance and are 
able to carry the same at a reasonable cost. They are all pleased with it and 
hope to continue. 

KKIGHTS OF COLUMBUS. 

Mt. Pleasant Council No. 1297, Knights of Columbus. was duly organ- 
ized on the 9th day of February, 1908, with about seventy charter mem- 
bers. The first officers \rere: Grand knight, Dr. James McEntee: deputy 
grand knight, Frank Keenan recording secretary, P. Cory Taylor; financial 
secretary, William F. McDonald; warden. M. J. McCue : chancellor. J. Harry 
Kane: trustees. P. Breidenstein. James E. Johnson and H. F. Hoffman. 

This is a fraternal, social. insurance and charitable organization, its 
membership being confined to the membership of their particular church. 
They can take out insurance for sums of one thousand. t\vo thousand or three 
thousand dollars. according to circumstances, and those who hare taken ad- 
vantage of that feature number now about sixty. 

The order has grown wonderfully since it first started. so that at the 
present time they have about one hundred sixty-fire members and others 
have applied for admission. The present of5cers are: Granc! knight, Frank 
-4. S ~ ~ e e n y  : deputy grand knight. William 0. Bartz : recording secretary, P. 
L. McFarland; financial secretary, Mi. J. Somerville: warden. Hugh Mur- 
phy; chancellor. J. Harry Kane: trustees. James Johnson. John Johnson and 
James F. O'Brien. with H. F. Hoffman as lecturer. -.  his is a strong and growing organization an:! e x  that is entit!ed to 
the good wiii or aii; as dx objects uf its being are to be cheris!xd as s m x -  
thing worthy of respect and encouragement. Their social meetings are to 
be recommended as bringing the members more in touch with each other 
and the charitable proposition can not be too highly recommended and that, 
with the insurance. n-hich is intended to provide for that rainy day that so 
often comes. that too is to b6 recoinmended. 

ISABELLA COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY. 

The Isabella County Hurxane Society was organized Ilarch 9. 1908. and 
incorporated under Act 171 of the laws of 1903. Its purposes or objects, as 
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stated in the articles of incorporation, are "The impressing and diff~~sing of 
the principles of humanity 2nd mercy and the enforcement of laws for the 
prevention and punishment of cruelty to children and animals, birds and 
fowls." The term of its corporate life was fixed at thirty years. The fol- 
lowing named persons joined in incorporating the society: W. E. Preston, 
Marilla J. Preston, H. Van Ommeren, Mrs. H .  Van Ommeren. N. J. Brown, 
Ferris Holcolm, Amanda Decker Holcolm, Susie L. Chatterton, Ella Potter, 
A. S. Coutant, A. T. Getchell, Ella Getchell, Nora L. Loveland, May L. 
Sherman, Augustus Borden and Mary E. Borden. The following named 
persons have joined the society by subscribing to its by-laws since the incor- 
poration of the society: W. F. Kewberry, C. F. Tambling, \V. E. Lewis, I. A. 
Fancher, J. W. Hance, B. &I. Gould, 1%'. 0. Hullinger, Xinnie I. Termaat, F. 
H. Dodds, Charles Coddington, Charles Slater, Kate Feeney, C. S. Larzalere, 
Edna M. Bouton, Palmer Landon, Virginia Westlake and Mrs. Ross San- 
ford. The first election of officers of the society occurred March 28, when 
W. E. Preston was chosen president, Nora L. Loveland, vice-president, A. 
S. Coutant, secretary. and H. Van Ommeren, treasurer. 

During the short life of this society many cases of cruelty to children 
and to animals have been brought into court by its officers and received pun- 
ishment, many cases of cruelty and distress hare heen relieved without hring- 
ing the matters into court, and a marked dimunition of the number of in- 
stances of cruelty is noticeable since offenders became aware that this society 
existed and its officers prepared to enforce the law governing offenses of the 
kind. The date for holding the annual meetings of the society is fixed at 
the first Monday in March of each year. W. E. Preston is the present presi- 
dent of the society- and the office of the society is at his offices in the Commer- 
cial Bank building, Mt. Plexant. 



CHAPTER XVII.  

MANUFACTURES-VALUE O F  ORIGIXAL FORESTS. 

This would certainly be a most interesting chapter if we were able to 
portray the country just as it was in 1Sj4 when the first white s d t k r  set 
foot on Isabella soil. I t  was then an unknown and unbroken wilderness of 
timber, not one acre of prairie and b ~ ~ t  a very few acres of marsh land. I t  
was all timber and a large amount of it n-as densely covered with the original 
forests. Not a stick had been cut for any purpose, not even a trail through 
the woods. We have known a single forty-acre lot to have as high as two 
million feet of timber on it. 

Many of the first saw mills \yere small mills intended only for the local 
needs of the farmer, not dreaming of what value the timber would be in the 
future. How little the farmer realized in those days what the result of his 
cutting down and burning up the tin~bei- on his land n-as to have upon the 
value of the land. 

The first mill n-as locatcd on the Salt river just below Salt River village. 
I t  was a smaii one and nex-er ciit any lumber for shipment. The one built 
at  Isabella City was of the same stamp. they being a combination of saw 
and grist mill. These were built about 18j j, and in 1867 there was one 
built at hlt Pleasant b>- H~apner Brothers, and in 1868 Lamb Q- Tracy built 
one in Mt. Pleasant. but it remained but a short time. There was also one 
buiit by Samuel Kennedy in an early day about one mi!e south of Salt river 
and continued ior  a nu~il'uer of )-ears aiid oiic in the tswz sf  Lincc!r! hv . - T. 
Darron-, which remained for a number of years. Then there was one, called 
Beckley's mill. in Rolland. x i th  one on section 30 and one on section 26 in 
Fremont. 

Most of the early ones xere  water power mills, but some of them mere 
steam. There were two at  Dushville, both steam. one of which blew up. 
and there is a sau- and shingle mill there now. but the timber is mostly ex- 
hausted so that there is not'much for it to do. There were also in Lincoln 
one on the old Hance farm, on section 2;. and one owned by J. M. R. Reu- 
nedy on section I j. 
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In Deerfield there mas one just south of Caldwell and one on section' 
I I .  In Nottawa there is onc at Beal City, and there was one some years ago 
at  Vandecar, which was tom down and removed from the county. 

In the township of Gilrnore there was one located on section 27, which 
\vas a good deal of a convenience on account of being some distance from 
the railroad or any lumber market except the home market. 

In 1868 Henry Wooden came to the county and settled on the Chippewa 
in the township of Sherrnax and built a saw and grist mill combined, which 
was run by water power. This mill is still standing, but is largely out of 
commission. There was also one built at Shoards. about m e  mile up the 
river, and another in an early day at  Sherman City; this one only lasted for 
a short time and then was put out of commission. 

There were some others scattered about the county that remained for a 
time and then were removed to some other place until now there are only a 
very few of the original that were built and operated for the benefit of the 
local community. 

Of those that were built to cut lumber for shipment was the one built 
by Wise & Loomis at the rillage of Loomis and operated for several years. 
This mill shipped most of its lumber and shingles. I t  probably cut some 
jo.ooc,coo million feet of !umber and about the same in shingles. .%t LITise 
was the Richmond & Feeney mill that cut lumber and shingles. 

Wilson Brothers were located for several years in the township of Ver- 
non and operated a saw and shingle mill. They cut about ~;o.ooo.ooo feet of 
lumber and some 50,000,oo of shingles. 

The Mt. Pleasant mill cut some 60,000,ooo feet of lumber and the one 
built at Bundy to cut out the tract of timber purchased of Edmond Hall by 
the Bundy Company, manufactured about , ~ j , ~ o . o o o  feet and the one built 
by John S. Weidman at  Weidman. manufactured 140.000.0oo feet of lumber 
of all kinds and ahout roo.ooo.ooo of shingles. 

There was a mill built at Blanchard about the time that the railroad was 
built through that place and was located on a brsnch of the Pine river. This 
mill cut out about I jo.ooo,coo feet of lumber and mas one of the best of the 
mills in the county. as it had a location that could rely upon a good supply of 
pine timber. 

There was manufactured by all of the mills for shipment not less than 
550,000.000 feet of lumber during the time that the timber lasted to be cut 
for the outside market. and a good many million feet cut and consumed-in 
the county in the way of building houses, barns, outbuildings, fences and for 
articles manufactured in the county. 
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As to amount of timber floated down the Chippewa river, down the Rig 
and Little Salt and down the Pine that was.was cut in the county it can not 
be less than I.jjO,OOo.~oo feet and that. added to the amount cut by mills 
in the county, jjotooo,ooo, would make a grand total of z , ~ o o , o ~ ~ , o o o  feet. 
Or, if YOU choose to approximate by taking each forty acres of land in the 
county and allowing 560,000 feet of lumber to the forty, you would get the 
neat amount of 2,292,000,000 feet of lumber. 

This amount of timber, at  $I j per thousand feet would amount to the 
sum of $34,380.000, while the county is now, with all of its improvements, 
assessed in the amount of $8.772465, and the personal at $346,304, being a 
sum total of $12,9j7.338. ar.d if we concede that the property is not assessed 
for more than three-fourths of its value and you add one-fourth you will 
have the sum of $16,196.697. which thep would be not one-half as much as 
the timber u-ould be worth were it now standing on the land. We ought also 
to  take into account that quite an amount of ti-mber mas destroyed by the 
forest fires of 1871, and in the early days a number of millions of feet of 
timber was burned in the clearing of the land for agricultural purposes, also 
the amount that has been consumed in the form of mood for domestic pur- 
poses. Taking all of these together, the reader will get some slight idea of 
the tremendous value of the Isabella forests and the amount of labor it took 
to clear it off of the ground and make it availabie for agriculturai purposes. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS. 

The matter to be covered by this chapter is certainly one of the most ini- 
portant of any in this history. Tine matter of agriculture has been a para- 
mount subject ever since man emerged from his state of barbarism. And 
when we look back over the nations of the world and ask ourselves the reason 
of the lands becoming a barren waste, may we not ask with some degree of 
reason if man has not been somewhat to blame for this great destruction of 
the fertility of the soil and its abandonment? And may we not ask ourselves 
what might the consequences have been to  the human race above what it was 
had that soil been fertilized and kept in a condition to support mankind and 
thus rendered the environment of the peoples of that time far more inhabit- 
able ? 

Oi shall TI-e 3e aliou-ed to come c!oser to our o\\m time a d  ask ourse!ves 
why is it that the Eastern and some of the Southern states are so largely 
thrown out to the commons as waste land when it Iyas once a fertile and 
inhabitable country? 

And coming closer home, may we not ask ourselves what is to be the 
result here in our own county and state if we continue to take so much out 
of the soil and return nothing to it to repair that tremendous waste. If we go 
back in our county only the short space of fifty-six years, we will find here a 
dense wilderness of tiinher where nature had I~een a t  work for hundreds and 
thc::sa:ds ci yezrs in fxrr?ir?g ax! shaping the country and producing and 
building up that noble forest of timber and fertilizing the soil, preparing for 
man's good. And what have we done to assist nature since we came or do 
we think that nature can take care of herself without any assistance from 
man? Well, it looks very much to us as if man did think that the God of 
nature \\-as able and possibly willing t o  take care of all this and that man 
could go on in his blind way and abuse the work of nature all he wishes to 
and at the same time expect that nature will give to him for his pusillanimo~is 
course nothing but good in return. No, gentlemen. you have got no such 
God of nature and you abuse the use of the soil and take from it all you can 
and then return nothing to it. Time will inform you that you are not wise 
and you and your posterity will suffer the consequences and pay the penalty. 
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In  Isabella county agriculture was an up-hill business in the first in- 
stance, for all should know that i t  mas necessary first to clear the land from its 
mammoth growth of timber, which occupied every acre. The cost of such 
clearing and fencing was in the early days put at  twenty dollars per acre. 
That was no easy job, especially to those-and there were very many of them 
--who came here with nothing but their strong arms and mighty will a s  an 
equipment for the work. I t  was a good eight or  ten days' work to chop and 
clear and fence one acre of land; and that was not so bad if you had the 
wherewith to feed and clothe the wife and babies at home while you were 
doing it, but when it mas necessary to work one-half of the time at  least to 
keep soul and body together before you could tackle your own work it then 
became a more serious question. Again, we must remember that there was 
absolutely no market for a stick of that timber that was on your land, but all 
of it had to be burned before you could dare to put out your seed for a 
crop. I t  would have been so much better if all of that mood could have been 
allowed to decay on the ground and the material that it had taken from the 
soil been allowed to  go back to mother earth. They say that fire is a great 
purifier, but I would rather have it done in some other way and save the 
original element for, to me, a better purpose. I am aware that it left some 
pot-ash; but that is what was done. You.mill readily see then that the people 
that cleared up this county are enrided to a good deal of credit for the great 
amount of labor that it cost, say naught about the waste of muscle and the 
man? backaches that were throx\-i~ in. 

Those that had some means to secxe the work done by others were 
soon repaid, for the first crops brought a good price generally for what the 
farmer could spare after laying aside sufficient for the needs of himself and 
family. 

The first clearing comn~enced in the southeast corner town of the county 
for the reason that there was Ti-hcZ the 5rst ! a d  was sec~red  by Wi!!iam R. 
Bowen, UXianl  , l Ja~ns ,  j a m s  Shephei-6, J. 5. IVa!:o:,, George ax! E o v  
Greenfield? who located and cut the first road through the voods from the 
south line of the county to section 9, where Miller's addition to Old Salt 
river was afterward located. This road was cut out about the 1st of Noven1- 
ber, 1854. Others, to wit: Daniel Brickley. John Stewart, Andrew F. Childs. 
James Wilsey. Daniel Childs, James Campbell, George Reasoner, C'narles F. 
Young and XI. J. Hall had, on the 10th day of October, of that year. pur- 
chased lands under the graduation act at fifty cents an acre and soon there- 
after also went into the wilderness and commenced to clear the land for 
buildings and for crops. Then came John M. Hursh and Mr. Jenner in the 
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winter of 1854 and Judge Perry H. Estee, who settled on the northwest 
quarter of section 18 in Coe, and cut the first tree on his land on the 4th day 
of July of that year. Then later came UncIe John Fraser and settled on the 
south half of section 31 in Chippewa, then Woodworth and A. A. Preston, 
also James and William Hoag, in Lincoln, and Bouton, Goodsell, Loveland, 
Ferris, Sherman and others. In  1860 the census shows a population of one 
thousand four hundred thirty-three, of which there 11-ere five hundred seventy- 
seven whites and eight hundred and fifty-six Indians, and the whites were dis- 
tributed as follows : Sixty-seven families in Coe, twenty-four families in Chip- 
pewa, there being one hundred sixty-seven persons, with twenty-eight families, 
in Union and Isabe!!a. The first thing to  do in such a country was to cut the 
necessary logs and roll them up in the form of a house. Slit out some shake for 
a roof and rive out some boards for a door and make and hang it on wooden 
hinges. Then find some clay, which was not a difficult job, mix it into a plastic 
condition, make a wooden trowel and plaster up the chinks in the wall and make 
it wind and squirrel proof. Rive out some plank for a floor, and lay them 
down and your house was ready for occupation and you today w o ~ ~ l d  he 
surprised how nice and neat and clean some of them were. There being no 
foundries, it 'was necessary that a fireplace and chimney should be built. so 
some short sticks were split out, laid up in a square or oblong form: make 
some more clay mortar and plaster it outside and in. and you have it. These 
were the pioneers' mansions. and also their barn and stable buildings were 
made in the same may. minus the chinking and chimney. NOW they were 
ready for the timber and for that d l  he required was a good sharp axe. a 
strong will and lots of muscle. The trees were felled to the ground, the limbs 
cut from the body of the tree and then piled into large bmsh piles and allowed 
to remain until they should have an opportunity to dry, when a fire was set 
and the brush consumed. Then came the logging bee, when the oxen hauled 
the logs to  a given place, where the men with hand spikes rolled them into 
mammoth piles, waited theu until a dry time and put fire into the log pile 
and waited until the fire had consumed the timber. \\-hen the farmer pro- 
ceeded to brand up the chunks left and then it was ready for the shovel 
plow. Another way was to fall the trees into a windrow as  far as possible, lop 
down the large limbs and cut off those that reached over too far and pile 
them onto the winrow. then wait until a dry time, set fire to the brush and 
burn out as much as would bum. then cut up the timber into logs and roll up 
the logs as  before and clear them off by fire, and you are ready again for the 
shovel plow. One fault i n  this process was the destruction of all the vegetable 
mould, the little limbs. leaves and rotten wood that was a covering for the 
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ground and contained a large ainount of fertility for the soil. Another way 
m-as to girdle the large timber and allow it to die and then fall it and remove ' 

the same without burning the ground over. leaving all of the refuse to go 
back to mother earth and thus enrich the soil just as nature had intended 
that you should. 

After your ground is cleared of the timber, the question arises, what 
shall the crop be? What is of most importance? Well, the first thing neces- 
sary was something for the family. and wheat was the crop that n-ould come 
nearest to  meeting that want. And then in these early days if you could 
raise more than needed for food you could sell the surplus to your neighbor 
less fortunate than you and for a goodly price, many times as much as t x o  
and three dollars per bushel. Then, again, hay was necessary if you kept 
horses ; if cattle, then the straw and some browse in the timber 13-ould suffice. 
Corn and oats were necessary, also potatoes were also a good crop, for 
potatoes were as high as two dollars per bushel, corn one dollar and fifty cents 
per bushel, hay sixty dollars per ton, beans as high as seven dollars per bushel 
and other things in proportion. These prices n-ere paid often. but not all of 
the time, but there was no time during the fifties and sixties that they did not 
bring a good price to those ,vho could raise such to spare. 

Another thing that affected agriculture during the sixties was the matter 
of lumbering. - b o u t  1860 was the time of the first o i  the iumbering in this 
neighborhood and all of their supplies had to be raised here o r  carted from 
the outside. say Saginaw or St. John's. and with nothing but tote roads cut 
through the woods, 113th no graded roads and nobody to build bridges or 
culverts. it was a costly matter to haul in goods and supplies. it costing as high 
as three dollars per hundred for any kind of goods. Another thing that then 
prevailed xvas that the -\vould-he farmer felt obliged to xvork for wages in the 
11-oods to support his family. so that he could not cut much timber on his on-n 
land for  clearing. .Aiso in those days no k ~ g - 5  \ \ - d i l  se!! for ai;:; price except a 
KO. I or  S o .  2 pine, and a KO. I \\-as a perfect ioy n it11 111, sraok. no knot. ii: 

fact, no defect of any kind and a No. 2 log must be perfect on one side at least. 
A common pine log was of no value whatever. Keither was any other class 
of timber of any value. The result was that a great many of our farmers 
neglected the 11-ork of clearirg their land on the farm and worked most of the 
time in the lumber camp. or  upon the river in the spring in running the logs 
to the Saginaw boom. xvbich often carried the n-ork vell up to June. But 
time went on and one by one the farmers got back to their legitimate calling 
and the forest began to  disappear. 

Another element stepped in in 1871 and that was the tremendous forest 
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fires of that year. The whole country seeme'd ablaze with fire and the people 
were almost suffocated, so c'ense was the smoke. The destruction of prop- 
erty was enormous, houses, barns, fences, crops, timber and in some cases 
all that the people had in their houses o r  barns. But the greatest destruction 
was the timber and soil. A large percentage of the timber overrun n a s  
killed by the heat and fire so that it was ruined unless it could be cut the conl- 
ing winter and that was impossible. 

4 s  you go through the county today and find such a small amount of 
timber land you are led to  inquire the cause unless you were familiar with 
these forest fires. Another embarrassing element in the development of the 
county agriculturalIy was the fact that so much of the lands had more or  
less pine timber upon them and the timbermen nere very much aTerse to 
having the farmer settle near them on account of the fire that was liable to 
occur in their timber, so that until their lumbering was completed they 11-ould 
not part with the title of their land that had already been lumbered. So also 
was there another drawback-five townships, or ~oo ,ooo  acres of land, em- 
bracing a large percentage of fine farming land, had been in 18jg withdrawn 
from market as an Indian reservation and until that could he selected and 
conveyed to the Indians who should be entitled to  it by the treaty of 1864, 
nothing could be done on a q -  of that except by the Indian. as. by the Shaw- 
Boose decision of our supreme court, no Indian could alienate his land until 
the government had pronou1:ced him competent and that was not done until 
1871. 

I mention these obstructions to the earlier clearing of the land for the 
reason that some may think that fifty-five years is a long time to clear up a 
county and remove all of the timber therefrom, and so it would have been in 
this case had it not been for the hindrances that came to the farmers in this 
case. 

Tt uas a h o ~ t  1879 or  1880 that the hard woods and hemlocks began to 
have a value as lumber or staves or something of the kind and from that date 
the c!earing and subduing of the lands were more rapid. 

Another great drawback to its rapid development was lack of transpor- 
tation. The first railroad was not built until 1871 and then only accommo- 
dated a very small portion of this county, as it crossed the extreme northeast 
portion of the county and then crossed into Clare county and kept gradually 
retiring farther from the ~ o r t h  line of this county until at the northwes$ 
comer of this county it mas several miles distant. The first one we were 
favored with was the road from Coleman in 1879 and later, in 188j-6, the 
Ann Arbor road, which gave us an outlet from the south. 
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By this time the lumberman's demand for produce had so far diminished 
and the crops in the county so much enlarged that we needed an outside 
market very badly and these roads gave us relief, so that from that time may 
be marked the great impulse to  agriculture. 

In  1870 the population of the county had increased to 4,113. of which 
2.211 were males and 1,902 were females. This was exclusive of Indians 
and government employes. The census was again taken in 1874 and at this 
time there were 6,059, with 3,273 males and 2,786 females, an increase in 
four years of 1,948. This shows that increase was not rapid in the county 
along these years. The number of males twenty-one years and over, not 
married, was 420: married, 1.201 ; dlvorced or widowers. 78. Of the female 
portion, the showing is mow bright and lovely, for the single numbers is re- 
duced to 139, while the number married is 1,162. This is somewhat marred 
by the fact that 85 are divorced or widowed. The number of males of  the 
age of ten and under twent: -one is 688. of females. 503, mhile of the males 
we find six married and of the females there were 25. 

STATISTICS OF FARMS AND FARM PRODUCTS. 

Having given something of the difficulties of early extensive development 
of the county, we desire now to show something of the advance made iiom 
1880, after the lumbering had began to decline and transportation had be- 
come more easy and convenient. There are approximately 23,040 acres of 
land in a township. This county has sixteen townships and therefore 368,640 
acres in the county. Of this, there mere cleared and cropped in 1880. 5 5.316 
acres. divided into 1,679 farms, of which 1,591 were worked by the oaners 
and 3: were rented for money rental, while 37 were rented for shares of the 
crops. In 1884 the number of farms had increased to  2.038: of these 1.8j7 
mere farmed by the owner, 73 rented for cash and 108 foi a poitioii of the 
crop. The total acreage had then mcreased to 76,399 acre>. i n  l&o lile 
acres of cleared land was 99,419, divided into 2.456 farms: of these, 2.180 
were tilled by the owners, while 57 were rented for cash and 219 were on 
shares. 1894 the improved lands were 114,614, divided into 2,642 farms, 
and of these 2.316 were worked by the owner. nhile ~ o g  were rented for 
cash and 217 for a portion of the crop. 

In 1904 the farms hacl increased to 3,103: onned by whites. 3,043, and 
by colored, 60. Of these. 2.772 mere operated by the owner. 7 by a manager, 
79 by cash renter and 24 j on shares. Total acreage in farms. 2 30. j j 6 ;  I ~ I -  
proved, I jz.360: unimproved. 98,196; owned. 215,610: and leased, 34,646. 
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Total value of  farm property $8,653.014 : land and improvements except 
buildings, $5,059,958 ; buildings, $I 826,436 ; implements and machinery, 
$358,61 I ; live stock, $1,408,oq. 

The farms by townships are as follows: Broomfield has 168 farms, con- 
taining 14,034 acres, of which there are 7,498 improved and 6.536 unim- 
proved; owned, 12,014, and leased, 2,020; total value, $324,280. The im- 
~ r o r e d  lands without the buildings. $148,739, and the buildings. $80.86j; 
implements and machinery, $25,530. and ralue of live stock, $60.146. 

Chippewa has 198 farms; total acreage 14,976: improved, 9.029, and 
unimproved, 5,947 ; owned. I 1,779 : rented. 3,197 ; total value, $560,641 ; land 
and improvements except buildings, $335.725 ; b~~ildings,  $1o5.700; imple- 
ments and machinery, $21,425, and live stock, $94,791. 

Coe. the oldest of the counties, has kept in the lead as to 1-alue, b ~ ~ t  not 
quite as  to number of farms. Coe has 261 farms. all containing 20,231 
acres, with 14,996 acres improved and 5-23 5 unimproved ; owned, 16.861, 
and leased. 3,370: total value, $1,006,568; lands without the buildings, $55.- 
695, and the buildings at $252.407: implements and machinery, $34,12j. and 
live stock, $134,391. 

Coldwater has I 71 farms. of 16.312 acres: improved, 7,579 acres. and 
unimproxed, 8,733; owned, Ij,?oj, and leased, 1 .~07 :  valued a t  Sz85.1j5: 
the land, less the buildings, $162,475. and the buildings a t  $46.115, with live 
stock. $66,099. and implements and machinery, $10,466. 

Deerfield has 226 farms and in them 17,345 acres of land, of n-hich 9.841 
are improved and 7,504 unimproved ; owned, 14,7 j j, and leased, 2.590 acres ; 
total value, $511,966: land and improvements, except buildings. $299,700, 
and buildings. $100.578: implements and machmery. $19,035. and live stock, 
$926 53. 

Denver has 179 farms and 12.686 acres; improved. 7.103, and unim- 
pmx-eA. 5.283 : ~w-ned,  ro.*r. and leased. 1.73 : total value, $481.371. with 
land and improvements, except buildings, $289.595; buildings, $Sj,joj : im- 
plements and machinery. $19.140. and live stock, $87,128. 

Fremont has 192 farms and in them I 7,401 acres ; improved, 9.863. and 
unimproved, 7,538: owned, 14,726. and leased, 2,675; total value $31 5.891; 
land and improvements, except buildings, $32 5.640, and buildings $87.310; 
implements and machinery. $21,215, and live stock. $81,816. 

Gillnore has 112 farms : 10.146 acres ; improved, 5.467, and unimproped, 
4,679; onned, 8.687, and leased. 1,459; total value, $224.343: land and im- 
provements, except buildings, $117.67j: b~~ildings, $44.1 jo; implements and 
machinery, $10.585, and live stock, $51,933. 
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Isabella has 150 farms, total acreage in farms, 13.011 ; improved, 8,690, 
and unimproved. 4,32 I ; owned, I I ,  55 I ,  and leased, I ,460 ; total value, $476,- 
526; land and improvements, less buildings, $3 I I .so0 : buildings. $101,900 ; 
implements and machinery, $13,600. and live stock, $49.726. 

Lincoln has 273 farms, in all 20.687 acres; improved, 11.119. and unim- 
proved, 6,238 ; owned, 16.,771. and leased. 3.916. all of the value of $91 I .4 71 : 
land and improvements, less buildings, $ j j7.44 j. and buildings, $202,02 j ; 
implements and machinery, $28.956, and live stock. $123,03j. 

Nottawa has 217 farms. acres 16,138: improved. 9,633. and imimproved, 
6,505 ; owned, 14,878, and leased, 1.260: total value. $642,349: land and im- 
provements, except buildings. $393,91 I : buildings. $124.7j0; implements and 
machinery, $31,245, and live stock, $92,443. 

Rolland has 147 farms of the average size of 94 acres each. and in all 
13,776 acres; improved, 8.465, and unimproved, 5.311: owned, 12,836, and 
leased, 940 acres: total value, $340.328: land and improvements, less build- 
ings, $184,250, and buildings. $79.230: implements and machineryj $rq.zoo; 
live stock, $62,848. 

Sherman has 158 farms. I 1,9 j 7  acres : improved, 6,oo j. and unimproved. 
5,952: owned, 10,777: leased. 1.180: total value, $240.191 ; land and im- 
provements, less buildings, $123.623, and buildings. $15.675 : implements and 
machinery, $14.094. with live stock at $ j6.749. 

Union, with 231 farms, total acreage of 16.980: improved, 12,399, and 
unimproved, 4,581 ; owned, I j.312, and leased, I ,  528; total value, $992.103; 
land and improvements. except buildings. $600.400: buildings, $227.966; 
implements and machinery, $46,50j, and live stock. $117,232. 

Vernon, with 231 farms. of 20,236 acres; improved, 13.077; unim- 
proved, 7,159; on-ned. 16.298. and leased, 3.938; total value. $,724,003 ; land 
and improvements. less buildings, $38j,420, and buildings, $168,410: im- 
piements and machinery. $ 3 2 . ~ ; ~ .  xi th lire stock a? $138,163. ---. 

LL ise has zoj  iarlns. \\ii'ii i;,6;9 acrcs: izprarec!, 7.683. ax! ?!~?im- 
proved, 6,256: on-ned, I 1.131. and leased, 2,508 : total value. $3 j 1.28j : farms, 
without buildings, $204,450, buildings. $53.000: machinery and implements. 
$14.030; live stock. $78,805. 

Mt. Pleasant has 13 farms and 1.001 acres: 583 improved and 418 un- 
improved; owned, 928, and leased, 73: total value. $64.253: land, without 
buildings, $33.8jo. and buildings. $17.850: implements and machinery. $I.- 
4 j o ;  live stock. $11,103. 
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PRINCIPAL CROPS. 

I t  is a difficult matter for us to  say what the principal crops of the 
county are. The crops differ in different localities. Some townships have 
a light loamy or sandy soil. some have rolling iand, some have quite heavy 
clay soil and others have a black loam, and so it goes. If they are to be 
gauged by the crops they rzise, perhaps that ~ o u l d  be as good an index a s  
we can give. 

The best crop, so fa r  as money goes to prove the fact, is live stock. 
There was sold in 1904-and these are the last records available-in cattle 
of all kinds and grades, $378,277. Beside those sold as above, there n-e_re 
slaughtered on the farms during the year $80.349 worth. Of the above 
amounts. there were in dairy stock. $340,000. 

The corn crop was the next in value, being $290,210. The potato crop 
\\-as next and brought $48,665. Clover hay stood at $221.340. and nheat  
was valued at  $201,1jo. Then follov-s oats at  $162.211. Timothy hay was 
valued at $118,18j, and the horses sold at $103,000; sheep for  $go.ooo, and 
beans at $79.460. with sugar beets a t  $64.260 and apples for $36.212; rye 
for $34.248: barley at $9.145. and buckwheat for $9.477. The clover seed 
sold for $17,276. 

Below will be found a better index as to where the larger proportion of 
these crops and animals mere raised: 

LIVE STOCK. 

June I ,  1904, Isabella county contained 595 colts under one year of age, 
worth $17.j0j, and 730 between one and two pears of age. worth $67.gj j, 
nit11 8,062 o le r  tno.  worth $756,835; also 31 mules of the value of $3.105 
Of sheep, there were 16,6jr under one year of age, north $25.304, and 22.578 
one year and over, north $64,290: rams and wethers one )ear and ober, 
worth $7.420. Of mine,  22.232, value $83,078, and gqats. 27. value $96 

Of pure blooded horses, cattle, sheep, swine, goats, registered or  eligi- 
ble to registry on hand June I. 1904. in Isabella county, were as follows: 
Percherons. 6, valued at  $2,6jo: French draft. 2, value $ j j o :  Clydesdale, 2, 
worth $I .400 ; Hambletoniar., 9. of the \-alue of $2,330. Of cattle there were : 
Holstein, I I ,  value $149 : Jersey, 6. value $29 j ; Shorthorn. 8 j. value $523 j ; 
red palled. 4. value $210; Herefords, 8, value $I. 710; Aberdeen-Angus, 23, 
a t  $1,850. 

Of sheep there are r36 Shropshire, of value of $1,097; H a ~ p s h i r e ,  I, 
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value $I j ;  Oxfords, 13, value $145. Large swine, 16 Berkshire, at  $21 j ;  
Poland China, 17, a t  $2j2;  Duroc-Jersey, 24, at  $260; Chester-White, 2, at  
$45, and of small swine, I Victoria. a t  $20; Yorkshire. j ,  a t  $100. . 

CROPS. 

Acres. yield and value of corn,  heat, oats. barley and rye produced in 
the county in the year 1903: 20.918 acres of corn. bushels 597.081. at $290.- 
810; 14,336 acres of wheat, 262,147 bushels, at  $201,1 j 6 ;  oats, 14,4j6 acres, 
bushels 481.1 j8, value $162.21 I ; barley. 694 acres, I 7.956 bushels, value 
$9445.; rye. j,Ooj acres, 66,664 bushels, value $34.248. 

Coe and Lincoln are the townships having the greatest acreage of corn 
and the largest yield. Vernon and Coe had the largest acreage and greatest 
yield of wheat. In  oats. Coe. Vernon. Isabella and Union had the Iargest 
acreage, and Coe, Vernon, Union and Lincoln the largest yield, in the order 
named. In barley. Denver and Wise have the larger acreage and Wise and 
Denver the larger yield. In  rye, Sherman. Broomfield and Coldwater the 
Iargest acreage and Coldwater, Sherman and Broomfield the larger number 
of bushels. 

Of buckwheat. Isabella county had 1 , j o j  acres. yielding 18,086 bushels, 
oi  the d u e  or $9.477 ; clorer seed, 3.229 bushek, value $172 76; grass seed, 
106 bushels, value $172; clover hay. -33.024 acres. yielding 34.12j tons of 
hay, value $221,341 ; also 10.312 acres of timothy. yielding I j.oj2 tons of 
hay. value $118,187; .cr-ild hay, I jj acres. yielding 190 tons. value 5972; 
millet and Hungarian, 95 acres. tons 149, and value $866: alfalfa. 4 acres, 
with 3 tons. value $27 ; grain cut green, 46 acres. 61 tons. value $361. 

The tonms putting out the largest acreage to these sel-era1 products are 
as follows: Fremont put out tlie most and Broomfield the nest in buckwheat 
and received tlie largest amcunt cf m c n q  i c r  the c c p .  Ir. c!orer ~eec!, Fre- 
mont has aiiixxi doubk that of xi)- oklier to:;-:,ship: Lincdz is zext zcd 
Rolland next. Of grass seed. Deerfield is first and Denver and Vernon a tie. 
In clover hay. Union is at  the head. with Isabella a close second. 1lTith timothy 
hay. Coe stacds first and Vernon a close second. 1Vith n-ild grass, Union is 
first and Sherman stands next; with millet. Fremont is first and Sherman 
second. I\-it11 alfalfa. Broomfield is the only tow1 hax-ing any. With grain 
cut green, Sherman is at the head and Coldwater nest. 

I n  potatoes, Broomfield is a t  the head with $56,509 worth. and Rolland 
with $38.802 and Sherman with $35,038; in beans, Lincoln has $16,j31, and 
Fremont. $13.228; in peas, Vernon has 3,437 bushels, worth $1~18. and Gil- 
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more has 1,448 bushels, ~ 0 7 t h  $1.018: of maple sugar, Broomfield made 300 
pounds, Coldwater 500 pounds, and of maple syrup, Lincoln made 660 gallons 
and Union 270 gallons. 

I t  is about ten years ago that the first sugar beets were raised in the county 
as a field crop. In 1904 the report is that the crop in the county reached the 
sum of $64,269, Coe furnishing $18,944, Union $11,182 and Denver $9.123. 

In cabbage, Denver takes the lead with 4,225 heads. i o r t h  $236, while 
Wise has 5,000 heads for  $100. Coe 4,137 heads, for $192, and Lincoln, 
3,925, worth $175. 

Isabella county, for an inland one, is a very good county for fruit, espe- 
cially the hardier kinds. The county had, in 1904. 3.079 acres in apple 
orchards, with 89,731 trees. bearing 140,827 bushels of apples, north $36.- 
212. Coe has the most trees, with Lincoln second and Union third. In 
peaches, there were 9 8  acres, with 8,152 trees and 1,730 bushels of fruit. 
value $1,952. Here Broomfield is first. with 1.576 trees, 24 b~~shels,  worth 
$25: Lincoln, 1,104 trees and 295 bushels fruit. worth $292: \vhile Coe has 
1,057 trees, ni th 16 bushels, worth $16. 

The county is somewhat of a dealer in and possessor of fotvls. June I. 

1904, there mere in the county 12j .89j  chickens. 850 turkeys, 818 geese and 
930 ducks, of the ~ a l u e  of $44,243, and tbe farmers raised during the year 
in poultry $jj,418. The eggs produced \\-ere 720.874 dozen. of the 7alue of 

$106.793. 
There \\-ere 1.183 swarmsof  bees on hand June I, 1904. valued at 

$4,332, and produced that year 47,495 pounds of honey during the season, 
and of wax 878 pounds, the honey and \\ax being worth $4.728. 

In 1904 there were in the county 7 silos, with a capacity of 746 tons; 
I in Coe. 3 in Union, 2 in Vernon and I in Mt. Pleasant. 

Tliei-e -,\-ere 23,166 fleeces sheared. a eighmg 168.01 j pounds. I\ orth 

$33,773- 
The farmer paid for outdoor labor on the farm a t  the average rate of 

$1.46 per day. including board, and an average by the month of $3 j . 8 ~ .  
The milk produced for the year \\-as 5.1 16,596 gallons : they sold 220,- 

827 gallons for $21.643; they produced 67,500 gallons of cream and sold 
67,300 gallons for $28.759: they produced 92,509 pounds of btitter and sold 
34,604 pounds for $7,165: produced 400 pounds of cheese and sold 3 m  
pounds for $40; they consumed of the dairy product on the farm $15$15o. 

I t  11;ill be seen by the above that but a small amount above one-half of 
the total acreage of the county n a s  in farms in 1894, and of the farms. com- 
prising 194.031 acres. only 96.711 acres were being farmed and I 7,903 acres 
were taken up in permanent pasturage. meadow, orchard, vineyard. nur- 
series and market gardens. with 48.125 taken up in forest and woodland. 
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DAIRYING INTERESTS. 

A large portion of Isabella county is natural grazing land. We have 
seen in the early days of the settlement, when passing through the timber, 
pony grass a foot high and  hick on the ground: have seen the timothy in 
the old lu~nber roads growing as high as a man's head, and also clover all 
along the track. -4s soon as the timber is cut down and the sun gets to  the 
ground. it mill be but a very short time before the ground is covered with 
wild grasses. This adaptation to grazing has caused many of our good farm- 
ers to turn their attention to the dairying business. A fetv years ago there 
:\-ere two creameries in Mt. Pleasant. one at Shepherd, one at Rosebush, one 
started at Weidman. John Landon had a cheese factory on his farm, which 
is still standing. These and others have met with varying success, but a 
number of them have ceased to do business. 

-4bout 1907 the Condensed Milk Company con~menced to build a iac- 
tory for the condensation of milk and started the work of condensation in the 
spring of 1908, and have continued the business' ever since. The plant is 
a good one and is doing a thriving business and they are paying a liberal 
price for milk from the farmers. so that for the last season they have used 
about forty thousand pounds of milk per day. 

The price has been such that a great many tarmers have invested in 
cows for the purpose of selling the milk to this factory. I t  is a scheme that 
appeals to the farmer's wife as well as to the farmer. As one man expressed 
it, "We used to keep a few cows and made b ~ r t e r  at home: that made a lot 
of hard work for the \\-omen, as they were obliged to set the milk in open 
pans for the cream to raise. then skim the cream and empty the milk, then 
wash all of the milk pans a.nd pails, and then when the cream \\-as thought 
to be ripe for the churning, empty the same into the churn and wash the 
cream holder and scald that out. Then ior rhe cl~uruing-we:: evei7; house- 
wife, hired girl, boy around the house and soine o i  the giris knoiv \\hat that 
means, and especially when the cream gets on a rampage and will not butter 
for the xorld, and they commence to put in hot \rater because the cream is 
too cold, and ther. try i t  again, but no butter, and so douse in some cold 
water because the cream must be too warm, and at  it again. and so on, u11- 
ti1 patience seems to be exhausted. and then they pull up the churn handle, 
and. lo and behold! there are soine specks on the handle; so call mother to 
get her judgment of what that means, and after she has passed her opinion 
take new courage and at it again with a rim until mother stops him for fear 
he will spoil the whole outfit. and then he settles down for an all-day job. 
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when, to his utter astonishment, the dasher begins to lift harder and harder 
until at  last the butter is there. 

''Well, by this time some crazy fellow announced that it was just as n-dl 
to  separate the butter fat  from the milk while it was fresh as to let it stand 
in open pans for the ugly microbe to be fooling with i t  so he brought out 
the separator. and they were soon in the homes of a large number of the 
farmers, and they were happy that they might milk and immediately repair 
to  the house and proceed to separate the milk from the butter fat and then 
put the cream away to ripen and feed the milk to the pigs. Then the cream- 
ery came along, and it \\-odd come to your door and take your cream off 
your hands and give you its value, and that was better still: but now comes 
the condensaq, and i t -  takes your milk from your very door and pays you 
what ~vould hare been. a few years ago, a big figure for it, and you hare no 
further trouble with it. I t  is surely a grand move in the right direction. 
and all that the condensary asks is that your milk must test to three per cent. 
of butter fat, be not n-atered and be ~ e p t  clean; that is, it means that the 
stables must be kept in a sanitary condition and the cows kept healthy and in 
good condition, all of which is reasonable and right. The result of this 
change is that om farmers, many of them, are being educated to know holy 
to care for a good cou-. and they are beginning to k m n -  a good con- n-her. 
they look into the face of one, and the amount of money they are getting 
out of a good cou- creates 2 kindly feeling between them and they take bet- 
ter care of them and treat them more as they should. I t  is nothing now to  
go out and find plenty of cows that it takes from one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty dollars to buy." 

Another thing it does for the county is that it keeps a large per cent. 
of the hay and grain to be fed upon the farm and the ingredients returned 
to the soii that are ahso!u;e!y iiecessary ta keep up its fertility. 

One o i  our ciairy fanners reillasked a ic\' 6dnys ngc thzt !?e hzc! seyen- 

teen cows, mostly Holsteins, and gave a little history of how he managed 
his herd. I t  was very interesting to hear him state the care that he took 
of his stock and \\-hat he received in return. His method of feeding and 
caring for his cou-s was as methodical as if he were running a steam mill. 
Everything just at the minute and the rations all neighed out. so that there 
was absolutely no question of what each one got. and then Ivhen the milking 
time came they \\-ere just as careful of how the)- treated the corn and! the 
number of pounds of milk that each co\v gave at each milking: and then, 
to sum up. he quietly remarked that he was able n-ith those con-s. after pay- 
ing all expenses, to put axay in the bank a straight one hundred dollars each 
month. 
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This factory has a capacity for handling one hundred thousand pounds 
of milk per day, and now reaches out in some directions fifteen miles. I t  
ought, and we are sure it will, if kept u~ to the present standard, add a t  
least twenty-five per cent. to the value of every acre of tillable land within 
the radius of its reach. 

FENCES ON THE FARM. 

Fences on the farm have always been a very gfeat necessity. In the 
early days of the county there was perhaps a great necessity, for, unless 
fenced in, you could hardly know whether you \\-ere to have fresh milk for 
the baby or for your o\rn mush in the morning; hesides. it probably meant a 
long hunt for the corn at night or for your oxen in the morning. Many a 
farmer has spent many a long search for his stock. and it soon became a 
prime necessity and he began to devise means for some manner of keeping 
the cattle within bounds. So they commenced by felling what they called a 
winrow of trees, lopping down the large limbs and piling some brush upon 
the winrom, until it should be of sufficient height and closely enough piled 
to make a defense to the cattle and horses. 

Nest  was the rail splitting and clearing of a space to lay up the fence. 
This. too. was a iob of no small amount, 2s it took eighteen rails to lay up 
one rod of fence, and it cost considerable to hire the rails split. besides the 
cost of hauling and laying up. This method of fencing was followed for 
some years: in fact. there are a great many rods of rail fence in the county 
at the present time. 

Along about 1880 rail timber began to be quite scarce and the farmer 
began to look around for some cheap and substantial material for a substi-: 
tute for rails, and the American genius. seeing the necessity, invented barbed 
wire, and then a large quantity of that material 11-as used. This, hon-ever. 
did not prove entirely satisfactory, as it was destructive to cartie as they 
came in contact with it, and often to horses that wouid get their feet or iegs 
tangled in the wire or allow one of the barbs to catch them in the eye. which 
meant an eye out. 

More recently the woven-wire fence seems to have taken the place very 
largely of all others. and surely this class of fence is more humane and is 
very lasting when properly put up. and at the present time ~ o ~ d d  seem to be 
the only one that should be used. There seems to be no scarcity in the 
supply, as you may see at  cvery little burg piles of it ready for the buyer. 
Pine stumps is another material in localities n-here they are sufficiently plenti- 
ful. They are raised from the ground. hauled to the line of the fence, 
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where a trench is dug, and then they are raised upon edge, trimmed off and 
the long roots lopped off until, when well put up, they form a very formidable 
fence and one that will last just as long as you desire, and should you ever 
get short of fuel or  kindling, all you have to do is to go to the fence and get 
a supply, and you may be reasonably sure that as long as you need such ma- 
terial it will be there for you. 

There was also a time when post and board fence was quite extensively 
used, say along in the eighties and forepart of the nineties. -\t this time 
lumber was very cheap and aiso posts. This combination made a good fence, 
but it was not lasting, as the posts soon rot out and the boards sun check, 
the nails become loose and the fence goes down. After it once gaw out 
there was no remedy, as lumber went so hig-11 that no one ~ o u l d  think of 
trying to continue that kind of a fence. 

MAPLE SUGAR AND SYRUP. 

From the date of the very first settlement this industry was an important 
one. The county was full of the finest of maple trees and the seasons were 
generally favorable to the industry. Almost every farmer had his sugar 
biish, and each spring as the time for tapping the trees came they were active 
in getting their spiles, troughs or  pails ready and the boiling place repaired, 
unless this work was done at  the house. A s  soon as it would do to tap, the 
family were out gathering the sap and getting it to the place of boiling, 
wherever that might be. Some tapped a few trees and some tapped hun- 
dreds. Those tapping many generally had a boiling place in the woods with 
a shanty to keep their tools and supplies in. and sometimes a bed for com- 
fort. The sap was gatherec! in pails by the party and carried to the place 
of boiling, or  he rigged up a sleigh with a barrel or  large can in which he 
cou!d pour the sap. and sometimes when the snow got deep. which it often 
did in those days, he would be obliged to gather the fluid by tvearing snow 
shoes to prevent his sinking in the snow. 

In  these ways hundreds of pounds of maple sugar and thousands of gal- 
lons of maple syrup were made by the farmer. In  fact, it almost took the 
place of all sweets for the family, and many of the earliest ones that had 
settled upon the homestead lands were obliged to  depend exclusively upon 
this for all the sweet they had. Many a family in those early days of ithe 
county lived for days and reeks upon the maple sugar that they made, i n d  
the leeks that they were able to gather as the snows went off in the spring. 
The good old days of maple sugar and the fun in making it have now van- 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 281 

ished only to a very few that have been able to save a few maple trees and 
have the ambition to wade through the snows and carry or haul the sap to 
the house. 

They have now turned their attention to the raising of sugar beets and 
hauling them to the factory and are content on living upon the sugar made 
from beets and forego that delightful flavor the genuine maple sugar pos- 
sesses. 

The cause of the disappearance of the maple timber is t ~ o f o l d .  One 
was the forest fires of the seventies and the other the demand that came and 
the price paid for maple logs c-hich induced the farmer to cut and sell his 
maple timber to mill men, who very soon eshausted the supply of that kind 
of timber. 

DRAISISG. 

Draining is one of the necessary adjuncts to farming in this county, 
and our farmers have realized that. especially for the past twenty years, and 
in an increasing ratio. The county can never be at  its best until it is \\-ell 
and thoroughly drained, and while much has already been done, there is 
room and necessity for very much more. There has been a good deal of 
private draining. both in tile and open ditch, which it is impossible for us to 
give at the present time. 

The census of 1894 gives as the number of rods of open ditches in the 
county 68.935, and of tile drain 70,608 rods. There is no statement as to 
what is private and what are public drains. We have made 2n esamination 
of the number, name, length and cost of all of the county drains. xvhich is as 
follows : 

Commencing back to the time when -1le.u Brodie n-as county drain 
commissioner, the first drais recorded n-as the Riggle Marsh drain, in which 
the petition o r  appiicarion \:.as filed oii July ;. 1886. T!~is drain \$as T,352 
rods long. affected Broomfieid, Roi iad  and Fremaii: tc\\-zs!:ips. 22d c s t  
those benefited by the drain $1.801.07. 

KO. 2 was the Oberlin drain, located in Union and Chippen-a townships, 
was applied for in June. 1888, and was 272 rods long and cost $23 j. 

No. 3 was the Garvin drain, applied for in 1894. I t  was located in 
Union township. was 49j rods long and cost $538.07. At this time J. M. R. 
Kennedy was county draiil commissioner. 

No. 4 was the McDonald Creek drain. applied for in 1892. and was lo- 
cated in the townships of Wise and Vernon, was 408 rods long and total 
cost was $948.48. The total cost of the drain in all cases also embraces 
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the costs of the necessary bridges and culverts, not only on the highways 
that cross the drain, but also the culverts and bridges from the highway to 
the farmers' premises. 

No. 5 was the Jasper drain, located in Coe and Midland townships. The 
proportion belonging to Coe is only given. This drain in Coe was 432 rods 
in length and cost $ I , ~ I  j. 

No. 6 was the Dutt drain, applied for in 1892, was jgo rods in length 
and cost $600. 

No. 7, the Coe and Lincoln drain, was applied for in 1894, was 10; 

rods long and cost $ I , ~ o . I ~ .  
No. 8, the Miser d ~ a i n ,  located in Chippewa and Union. u-as applied for 

in 1894, was goo rods long and cost $1,084.1 j. 
No. g was the Potter Creek drain, located in Union. Lincoln, Chippelva 

and Coe, was applied for in 1@4. was 1,408 rods long and cost $z.cog.13. 
No. 10 u-as the \Villow Lake drain, applied for in 1894. located in Ver- 

non, cost $1296.63, and was rods in length. 
No. 11 .  the Hunter drain, in Coe, mas 492 rods long and cost $368.36. 
No. 12, the Keyes drain, in Coe and Lincoln, is 440 rods long and cost 

$409.39. 
S o .  13, the Priestly draic, applied for in 1894. is located in C!?ippewa. 

is 348 rods in length and cost $288.38. 
No. 14, the Xorth Branch drain. applied for in 1896, is located in the 

townships of Gilrhore, Vernon: Isabella and Kottaway. is 976 rods in length 
and cost those benefited $j,606.45. 

No. I j is the Brodie Improvement County drain. and was applied for 
in 1894. I t  affects the townships of Union, Lincoln, Coe and Chippewa, is 
912 rods in length and was dug at  an expense of $1,056.87. 

No. 16 is the Vinson Creek drain. located in Isabella and Kottaway. 
cost $547.85 and is 472 rods in length. 

No. I j is in Union and Lincoln and is called the Still\-ell drain. I t  was 
applied for in 1894, is 620 rods long and built a t  a cost of $ ~ I . I +  

No. 18. the Horning drain. was applied for in 1894, is 1,104 rods in 
length and was built a t  a cost of $s,jol.jj. 

No. 19, the Smith drain located in Deerfield and Xottan-a. was ap- 
plied for in 1895, was 180 rods long and cost $230.74. 

No. 20. the Taylor drain. in Coe. was applied for in 1897. is 138 rods 
long and cost $10j.j5. 

No. 21, the Tobacco extension. was applied for in ~ S g j  and cost Vernon 
people $94.78. 
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No. 22 is the Wing drain, in Vernon, and is 890 rods long and cost 
$1,843.51. 

No. 23, Schofield, applied for in 1895, is in Gilmore and Nottaway, is 
582 rods in length and cost to construct $1,684.28. 

No. 24, the Knipe drain, asked for in 1897, is 382 rods long and cost 

$706.37 
S o .  25, the Sharp drain, asked for in 1898. is 600 rods long and cost 

$1,06621. 
KO. 26, the Thacher drain, in Lincoln, is 19; rods long and cost $285.67. 
No. 27. the Richardson drain, was petitioned for in 1898, is 304 rods 

long and cost $384.70. 
No. 28, the Fair drain. was applied ,for in 189& is 776 rods long and 

cost $893. j j. 
KO. 29. the Varnum drain. applied for in 1898, is 523 rods long and 

cost $520. 
KO. 30, the Gilmore drain, in Gilmore, applied for in 15398. is an2 rods 

long and cost $350. 
KO. 31, the Duncan drain, in Vernon and Mt. Pleasant, applied for in 

18gS: is 1,760 rods long and cost $3.530. 
No. 32. the Hance improvement drain, in Union and Chippewa, applied 

for in 1898, is 9jo rods long and cost $4,028.64. 
So.  33, the Bachelder drain, in Lincoln and Fremont. applied for In 

1898. is 1,971 rods long and cost $3,371.67. 
So.  34. the Hutchinson drain, in Coe, applied for in 1899, i s  i.io6 rods 

long and cost $2.4j6.93. 
KO. 3;. the Granger drain, in Chippen-a. applied for in 1898, is 640 

rods lo i~g  and cost $8 56. j7. 
S o .  36. the Rarden & Ross drain. in Coe. applied for in 1899. is 336 

rods long and cost $369.80. 
No. 37, the McKinnon drain, in T-ernon. appiicd foi- in iS33. is 192 

rods long and cost $460.93. 
xo. 38, the Gorr drain, in Vernon. applied for in 1900, is 128 rods long 

and cost $431 
KO. 39. the Love drain, in Xottan-a. applied for in 1898, is 1.028 rods 

long and cost $2,640. 
S o .  40, the UcDonald drain. in \'ernon and 11-ise. applied for in 1899. 

is 779 rods long and cost $2,413.51 
S o .  41, the Sor th  Branch Extension drain. in Union. Vernon. Deer. 

Isal,ella, Sottawa and Gilmore. applied for in 189s. is 2.624 rods long and 
cost $20.816.76. 
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No. 2, the Burgess Extension drain, in Nottawa and Gilmore, applied 
for in 1902, is 78 rods long and cost $I j3. 

- No. 43, the Willow Lake Extension drain, in Vernon, applied for in 
1902, is 184 rods long and cost $407.0j. 

No. 41, the Seely drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1899. is j9o rods 
long and cost $1,439.30. 

No. 45, the Saunders Xew Improved drain, in Lincoln, applied for 
in 1899, is 505 rods long and cost $2,133.30. 

No. 46, the Wyant drain, in Lincoln, applied for in 1899: is 924 rods 
long and cost $1,264.30. 

No. 47, the Stanly Imprxed drain, in Fremont, applied for in 1897, 
is 1,630 rods long and cost $4,435. . 

Yo. 48, the Calkins drain, in Isabella, applied for in 1899, is 1.100 rods 
long and cost $2,737.40- 

. No. 49, the Nevi1 drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1899, is 764 rods long 
and cost $1,858.01. 

hro. 50, the Wise drain. in Wise and Denver. applied for in 1899. is 
1,845 rods long and cost $4,033. 

No. 51, i h ~  Eiiing drain, in Coe, applied for in 1900. is 1.224 rods long 
and cost $2.395 

No. 52, the Horning drain. in Xottawa and Vernon, applied for in 
1900, is 94 j rods long and cost $3,504.57. 

Yo. 53, the Mitchell drain, in Coe, applied for in 1901, is 1,648 rods 
long and cost $5,937.11. 

No. 54, the Best drain, in Coe, applied for in 1901, is ,734 rods long 
and cost $1,854.94. 

No. 55, the Strubie drain. in Coe. appiied for in 1901. is 1.382 rods long 
and cost $4,905.90 

No. 56. the Gilbert drain, in Vernon. applied' for in 1902, is 489 rods 
long and cost $887.49. 

No. 57, the Dixon drain. in Vernon. applied for in 1899, is I,I j 7 rods 
long and cost $5,649.64. 

No. 58, the Vincent Creek drain, in Isabella and Xottawa, applied for 
in 1898, is 1.099 rods long and cost $3, 506.60. 

NQ. 59. the Kempter drain, in Chippewa, applied for in 1900, is 417 rods 
long and cost $687.90. 

No. 60, the Quarter Line drain. in Union and Chippewa. applied for in 
1901. is 597 rods long and cost $1,707.11. 

No. 61, the Herring drain, in Vernon. applied for in 1899, is 330 rods 
long and cost $1,800. 
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No. 62. the Burgess drain, in riottaw-a and Gilmore, applied for in 
1900, is 639 rods long and cost $2,181.45. 

No. 63, the White drain, in Nottawa, applied for in  yo. is 649 rods 
long and cost $2.535.13. 

No. 64. the Burdick drzin, in Lincoln. applied for in 1901, is 212 rods 
long and cost $571.05. 

No. 65. the Hunt drain, in Fremont, applied for in 1901, is 480 rods 
long and cost $2,020.81. 

S o .  66, the Coe and Lincoln drain, in Coe and Lincoln, applied for in 
1902, is 640 rods long and cost $2,358.82. 

No. 67, the Forest drain. in Nottawa, applied for in 1903, is 160 rods 
long and cost $372.42. 

No. 68, the De Pugh drain, in Chippewa, applied for in 1902. is loo 
rods long and cost $2,002.11. 

S o .  69, the Hance Improved drain, in Chippe\va. Union and Aft. 
Pleasant. applied for in 1903, is 1,344 rods long and cost $3.600. 

KO. 70, the Figg drain, in Lincoln. applied for in 1903, is 1.600 rods 
long and cost $8,000. 

No. 71, the Bickerton drain. in LVise. applied for in 1903. is ~ ,ooo  rods 
long and cost $4,400. 

S o .  72, the Hill drain. in Chippa\-a. applied for in igo;, is 560 rods 
long and cost $1,500. 

No. 73. the Jordon Creek drain. in Isabella. applied for in 1903, is 
1.460 rods long and cost $5.200. 

No. ;4, the Fair drain, in Chippewa, applied for in 1903. is 773 rods 
long and cost $765. 

S o .  7;. the Hannett drain, in Coe. applied for in 1903, is -171 rods 
long and cost $725. 

So. 76, thc ?,fissior, Creek drzin, in U~lion, app!ied for in 1903, i s  r,o16 
rods io~lg and sost $4230. 

No. 77, the Davis drain. in Deerfield. applied for in 1904. is 536 rods 
long and cost $2,000. 

3 0 .  78, the West Side drain, in Union and Ut .  Pleasant. applied for 
in 1904, is 335 rods long and cost $2,150. 

S o .  79. the Upton drain, in Union. applied for in 1903. is 672 rods long 
and cost $I, j 50. 

No. 80, the Flood drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1904, is 88 rods long 
and cost $470. 

KO. 81, the Loomis drain. in Vernon and IYise. applied for in 1903. is 
2,662 rocls long and cost $I 7,000. 
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Xo. 82, the John Neff drain, in Isabella, Deer, Nottawa, Denver and 
Union, applied for in 1903, is 2,752 rods long and cost $12.500. 

No. 83, the Lewis drain. in Isabella and Denver, applied for in 1903, 
is 2,152 rods long and cost $16,000. 

Xo. 84, the Salt Riwr drain, in Lincoln and Coe. applied for in 1903, 
is 3.184 rods long and cost S~O.OOO. 

So.  Sj, the Riggle Marsh drain, In Broom, Roll and Fremont. ap- 
plied for in 1904, is 1,280 rods long and cost $4,900. 

So. 86, the Huber drain. in Kottawa, applied for in 1903. is 304 rods 
long and cost $950. 

Xo. 87, the Tice drain, in Union, applied for in 1904, is 728 rods long 
and cost $2,300. 

No. 88. the Duncan drain. in Vernon. applied for in 1903, is 1,644 rods 
long and cost $1,400. 

So.  89, the Forest drain. in Sottawa, applied for in 1903, is 1.oj6 rods 
long and cost $4,700. 

So.  90, the Knight dra:'n, in Fremont, applied for in 1904. is 1.4j6 rods 
long and cost $3.300. 

So.  91, the Williams drain, in Fremont, applied for in 1904, is 560 rods 
long and cost $1,400. 

So.  92. the Church drain. in Coe and Chippewa. apphed for In 1903. 1s 
1,176 rods long and cost $3.700. 

No. 93. the Miser drah. in Cnion and Chippewa, applied for in 1903, is 
1,472 rods long and cost $2.500. 

KO. 94, the Lo\\-e drain. in Sottan-a. applied for in 1904, is 280 rods 
long and cost $240. 

So.  9 j ,  the Cotter drain, in Sotta~ra,  applied for in 1904, is 256 rods 
long and cost $650. 

No. 96. the Hen-ard drain. In Roiianci and Fremont, appiied for in 
1904, is 180 rods long and cost $1.600. 

Xo. 97, the Grimm drain, in Lincoln. applied for in 1904. is 176 rods 
long and cost $400. 

So.  98, the Stiwell drain. in Fremont and Union, applied for in 1904, 
is j44 rods long and cost $700. 

KO. 99, the Pitts drain, in Sottawa. applied for in 1904, is 72 rods long 
and cost $163. 

No. 100, the Thorp drain, in Coe. applied for in 1904, is 144 rods lobg 
and cost $43 5. 
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No. 101, the Curtis drain, in Wise, applied for in 1903, is 944 rods long 
and cost $3,500. 

Xo. 102, the Seiter drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1904, is 608 rods 
long and cost is pending. 

KO. 103, the Howland drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1903, is 608 rods 
long and cost $1,700. 

S o .  104, the Wagner drain. in Nottana, applied for in 1904, is 1,248 
rods long and cost $j,393. 

S o .  ~ o j ,  the Gruett drain, in Nottan-a and Isahella. applied for in 
1904, is 320 rods long and cost $880. 

No. 106. the Barden 8r Ross drain. in Coe. applied for in 190;. is 904 
rods long and cost $3. j 50. 

S o .  107, the Cohoon drain. in Union and Lincol11, applied for in 1904, 
is 736 rods long and cost $860. 

S o .  108. the Frost Extension drain, in Coe. applied for in 1901? is 1,068 
rods long and cost $1.500. 

S o .  109. the Jefford drain, in Union. applied for in ~ g o j ,  is 223 rods 
long and cost $9 I I. 

S o .  110, the Halstead drain. in Chippers. applied for in 1903. is 904 
rods long and cost $2,721. 

S o .  11:, the Drrtt cP- H ~ r t  d v i n ,  in Coe. applied for in rgol. is 1.500 rods 
long and cost $3.000. 

S o .  112. the Little Salt drain. in Coe, applied for in 1904, is 238 rods 
long and cost Sq.600. 

S o .  113, the McFaren drain. in Coe. applied for in 1906, is 429 rods 
long and cost $900. 

S o  111. the Campbell drain, in Coe and Lincoln, applied for in 1906, 
is 570 rods long and cost $2.0j0. 

Yo. 115. the Masters drain. in Fremont and Rolland, applied for  in 
r ~ & .  490 rod< long and cost $1.282. 

S o .  116, the Carpenter drain. in Isabella, applied for in rgo6, is 232 
rods long and cost $707. 

No. 117, the Whetney drain. in Isabella, applied for in 1906, is 282 
rods long and cost $jjO. 

To.  118, the Saunders Extension drain. in Lincoln. applied for in 1906, 
is 816 rods long and cost $1,900. 

KO. I 19. the Krick driiin, in Coe, applied for in 1903, is 60 rods long and 
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KO. 120, the Little Tobacco drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1906, is 
IOO rods long and cost $14j.40. 

No. 121, the Murry drain, in Lincoln, applied for in 1906, is 240 rods 
long and cost $j40. 

No. 122, the Priestly drain, in Chippewa, applied for in 1906, is 320 
rods long and cost $450. 

S o .  123. the Seymour drain, in Gilmore, applied for in 1904, is 480 
rods long and cost $1,587. 

Xo. 124, the Quarter Line drain, in Union and Mt. Pleasant, applied 
for in 1904, is 968 rods long and cost $ 2 , ~ .  

S o .  12j, the Onion Creek drain, in Union, Chippewa and Mt. Pleasant, 
applied for in 1p6 ,  is I ,432 rods long and cost $5,550. 

No. 126, the Winn drain, in Fremont, applied for in 1907. is 368 rods 
long and cost $1,725 

No. 127, the Oderkirk drain, in Vernon, applied for in 1907, is 200 rods 
long and cost $82 j. 

No. 128, the Conway drain, in Isabella, applied for in 1907, is 688 rods 
!ong m d  cost $2,63 j. 

No. 129. the Gilmore drain. in Vernon, applied for in 19oj, is q j  rods 
long and cost $146.32. 

No. 130, the Demle drain. in Fremont, applied for in 1907. is 456 rods 
long and cost $1.620. 

?\To. 131, the Parcher drain, in Lincoln, applied for in 196 ,  is 1,432 
rods long and cost $5.450. 

No. 132, the Ewing drain, in Coe. applied for in 1907, is 410 rods long 
and cost $980. 

No. 133, the .itwater drain, in Coe, applied for in 19oj, is 752 rods long 
and cost $1,800. 

No. 134, the Potter Brodie drain. in Union, Coe and Chippewa. applied 
for in 1906, is 2,760 rods long and cost $15.860. 

KO. 135, the Dubois drain, in Lincoln. applied for in 1907. is 8 jo  rods 
long and cost $3.840. 

No. 136, the Durfee drain, in Chippewa, applied for in 1904. is 728 rods 
long and cost $1,650. 

No. 137, the Vlrillow Lzke Extension drain, in Vernon and Gilbert, ap- 
plied for in 1907. is 992 rods long and cost $7.340. 

No. 138, the Murphy drain, in Denver, applied for in 1go8, is 201 pods 
long and cost $387. 
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No. 139, the Paisley drain,'in Union, applied for in I-, is 312 rods 
long and cost $1,200. 

KO. 140. the Riley drain, in Wise, applied for in 1909, is 312 rods long 
and cost $1,467. 

No. 141, the Xdgate drain, in Coe. applied for in 1908, is 416 rods 
long and cost $1.300. 

No. 142, the Hance Extension drain. in Union, applied for in 1909. is 
136 rods long and cost $j32. 

No. 143, the Salt River Extension drain, in ~ inco ln :  applied for in 
1909, is 334 rods long and cost $859. 

No. 144, the Sherman drain, in Sherman. applied for in 19129, is 240 
rods long and cost $770. 

No. 145. the Horning drain, in Vernon. applied for in 1909, is 1,104 
rods long and cost $I, j jg.  

No. 146, the Lamont drain, in Vernon. applied for in 1909. is 140 rods 
long and cost $838. 

No. 147, the Hance Improvement drain, in Union and Mt. Pleasant. 
applied for in 1910, is 304 rods long and cost $I. 198. 

KO. 148. the Landon drain. in Chippewa. applied for in 1910, is 472 
rods long and cost $1,268. 

No. 149, the Lincoln drain, in Lilicoh and Fre~xont, applied fsr  in 
1910. is 584 rods long and cost $1,884. 

S o .  I 50. the Hunter drain, in Chippewa, applied for in 1910. is 673 
rods long and cost $2,168. 

No. I 51, the Sterling drain, in Union and Chippewa. applied for in 
1910. is j62 rods long and cost $1.368. 

S o .  152. the Miles ?.rain. in Chippen-a. applied for in 1910. is 400 rods 
long and cost $1,032. 

S o .  i j3, the Laxre:lce drain, in Isahe!!a, Gilmnre and Vernon. a?- 
piieii for in 1310. is i.75 rods long a d  cost $65 ;. 

No. 154. the Neff Extension drain, in Union and Chippexva, applied for 
in 1909. is 984 rods long and cost $2,268. 

No. I jg, the Cotter drain, in Nottawa, applied for in 1910. is 2 j 6  rods 
long and cost $232. 

No. I 56, the Smith drain, in Kottatva and Deerfield. applied for in 1909. 
is 321 rods long and cost $432. 

So .  I.;/', the Han-e Jbint drain. in \Vise and Vernon. applied for in 
1908. is 672 rods long and cost $2.788. - 
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The length of  the several drains is, in rods, 111,176, or, in round num- 
bers in miles, 357. Their combined cost to the farmers is $377,276.07. 

This does not take into consideration any of the individual drains, either 
open or tiled. I t  must be remembered that in this statement of the cost of the 
drains there should be considered the cost of the culxerts and bridges that 
were built at the time of the construction of the drains. the law requiring that 
where it was necessary that a bridge or culvert was needed to perfect the 
work that the drain should build it in the first instance and then they were 
turned over to the town authorities to be kept in repair with the other bridges 
and culverts in the township, and those built to accon~modate the farm cross- 
ings are to be built by the drain, and when the drain i b  conlpleted these are to 
belong to the farmer and ke!:t in repair by him. These. howexer. are all neces- 
sary to complete the efficiency of the drain. 

There are now in the bands of the county drain comn~issioners ten new 
drains that are nearly ready to let. of about 4.000 rods in length and \\.ill cost 
when completed something like $1 j.000. 

We may say here, in passing. that a large proportion of the large drains 
have already been constructed. I t  is true that many of the old ones \\-ill have to 
be cleaned out from time to time and some of them enlarged as the farmers 
continue to lay tile drains in their fzrns to c a r q  off arly surpluq u-aterc n hich 
they are sure to have as long as the rains fall and the snows and ice melt in 
the spring. 

Our county drain commissioners have been. first. Alexander Brodie. 
then Anson R. Arnold. J. M. R. Kennedy, Allen S. Clay, Sherman D. Eldred, 
C. H. Freeman. W. E.  Dersnah and Cecil M. Johnson. the present incumhent 
of the office. 

BOYS' CORN CLUB. 

IVe Ire ?!eased to record another new and interesting departure from 
the old beaten track and that is the formation of a Boys' Corn Club, which 
was inaugurated this year for  he first. I t  is another step in the right direc- 
tion and if continued, and it \rill be, we shall reap a rich reward far beyond 
our highest expectations. This club was organized in 1910 by a few progres- 
sive educators. who are disposed to climb out of the old rut and, if possible, 
induce the boys to spend some of their spare time in the education of the 
agricultural propensities of their natures. 

The week commencing with January 16, 1910. 11-as a week of institutes. 
Monday, the 16th. was a da.7 set apart for the Teachers' -Association Institute. 
and it proved to be a very interesting day, there being some six hundred stu- 
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dents and teachers present tc! listen to the addresses of Professor Harvey. of 
Stout Institute, and President Lancaster, of Olivet College. There n-ere fully 
one hundred of the rural teachers present to listen to the messages of these 
older and more experienced teachers and n-e are sure that it \\as an inspiration 
to them. 

Tuesday was devoted to the Corn Club and the boys thoroughly enjoyed 
it. There \\-ere ninety-eight boys \I-110 took dinner and listened to the talk of 
President Grawn, of the Normal School. subject. "The Boys:" also Judge 
Dodds, who spoke on the subject of "The Law.'' William Cooper sang 
"Jamie Ryan;" Rev. C. Mi. Campbell also gave an interesting and instructive 
talk to the boys. 

There were thirty-four charter members in the club and thirty-four ex- 
hibits were presented. We here give a list of the boys who \\-on prizes: I .  

Clayton Taylor of Fremont; No. 7 ;  2. Kenneth Bandeen, Chippewa. No. I : 
3. Norman Salsbury, Chippewa. Yo. 6 :  3. C. Wood. Union, training school, 
Mt. Pleasant: 4, Howard Zvfelt. Fremont, Xo. 4 :  4, Lloyd Ro\\-lander, Lin- 
coln. KO. 2 ;  4. Harold Waldron. Union. Yo. 3: 4, LeRoy Judy, Lincoln, No. 
I ; 3. Kenneth Cole. Union, No. 3 : 4, Charles Richardson. Fremont. No. 2 : 
j. Floyd Davis. Fremont. S o .  4 :  j. Frank Quinlan. Sacred Heart Academy; j, 
Alfred Hann. Lincoln, No. 7 : 5, Charles. Richardson. Broomfield. KO. 9 : j. 
Arthur Xcheson. Coldwater. No. 6:  j. -Wen McXeil, Gilmore, KO. 2 :  j. 

Leon Hart, GiImore, KO. 4 :  j ,  Franklin Graham, Gilmore, KO. 2 ;  j, Jeet 
Heinzelman, Broomfield, No. g ; j. Arthur Manausa. Union. No. j. 

The first prize is ten dollars and a scholarship at Michigan Agricultural 
College: the second prize, five dollars and a scholarship at Michigan A4gricul- 
tural College: third prize, three dollars; fourth prize, tn-o dollars, and fifth 
prize, one doliar. Each contestant gets five walnut trees free. The Exchange 
Savings Bank gave a large, beautiful United States flag to the Fremont dis- 
trict So .  7, whose boy won the first prize. H. C. Cassette is the teacher in 
that district. 

Clayton Taylor is thirteen years old. The method he employed in his 
prize effort \\-ill be interesting to others. Master Taylor plowed his one- 
eighth acre April I j ,  harrolkd it May 4. 7. 16, 21. 26 and 27. Planted it biay 
19. Cultivated it June 7, 14, I j. 20. 25 and July I.  13, 23 and 30. Used barn- 
yard manure for fertilizer First tassel appeared July 4. First ripe ear 
September 6. Cut the corn October I .  Yield fourteen forty-pound crates. 
Estimsted cost, two dollars and twenty-eight cents. The soil was clay. There 
\\-ere eighty-six boys enrolleJ during the year and more will surely be enrolled 
for the coming year. as the scheme seems to suit the boys. There is thought 
in the direction now of organizing the girls also. 
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THE GRANGE. 

The Grange is an important institution and one that has done much to- 
ward a better understanding of farming. I t  has been very productive of a 
better understanding of the rights of the farmer and has served to make them 
more social and better acquainted than ever before in the history of the race. 
I t  is lamentable that more of the farmer population do not join in these 
societies and accept the advantages they might hare by contact with their 
neighbors and get more of the spirit of advancement in farming as xell as 
in the matter of education in other matters. UTe all desire to see a better 
and more intelligent state of society and yet many we find that hare such a 
fund of self-complacency that nothing but dynamite can e~-er  raise them out 
of the rut their forefathers.run in. 

A good start. however, has been made and. with agriculture in the 
schools, we hope to see the dawn of a better condition of things. 

A Grange was organized about six or  seven years ago in Lincoln, \vith 
such farmers as Edn-ard Decker, Charles Proudly, Charles Hand, F. Kyes 
and others of the progressive men of the farm, and is now swelled to about - .  

seventy-five members. They meet every month and are prosperous in numbers 
as [yell as in social and agriculrurd iuiormation. They are thrifty and proud 
of their success as an institution for the betterment of its members. 

There is also one in the township of Fremont, of about twenty members, 
who are doing what they can to improve their conditior? and make life on the 
farm more pleasant and less irksome than it was in former days. They meet 
in the Maccabee hall. 

Union tonnship has a Grange organization in the south part of the ton-n. 
They have no hall. but have a good class of live farmers in it, consisting of C. 
Mead. E. R. i'iaidroii. VVT. H. W ~ c d ,  Jehn Maxwell, Jr.. Wheeler Bandeen, 
Ed\vard Saisbuq-, j. Kttiincllj, Lee lTi!!cr a:?, others. They meet and can- 
vass the best means of improving their conditions and the best way to get 
the most out of their efforts. I t  is a good organization and worthy of all the 
efforts they can give to it. 

There is also a Grange hall and society on the south side of section 4. in 
Union township, n-ith T. Walton as master and Dan McLaughlin. overseer, 
Fred Farner. secretary. and thirty-five memhers that pay state dues. 
They are in fine condition and are getting all and more than it costs out of 
the organization. 

In Denver township there is a Grange at  D e l ~ i n .  J. IT. Keller. master, 
and T. 31. Gregor. secretary, with a fair number of active and substantial 
members. 
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- i t  Rosebush, in Isabella township, there is another Grange order. 
I n  Brinton there was a Grange established some time ago. W. F. Clark, 

Richard Murphy and B. B. Stevens are among the leaders. x~hich is a guarantee 
that it is a good one and doing good work in that neck of the woods. 

In 1900 an organization was effected in Gilmore and they are located at 
the same place as  the Baptist church. I. E. Gamble, master. G. -1. Pitts. owr- 
seer, H. -4. Perry. secretary, Frank Ramon,  treasurer, n i th  about fifty mem- 
bers, and all working together for the good of the order and the improvement 
of their own condition as farmers. They all seem to  imbibe the same splrit 
as to the ralue of such an organization and the benefit it is to them and to 
their children. Long may tbis good cheer permeate that community. 

IlIt. I'ernon Grange n a s  organized some time ago in Vernon township. 
Their hall is located on section 11, and is a good one for the purpose. IVith 
IL7illiam IlkKay as master. and one hundred and tn-enty members as a sup- 
port. n-e can well imagine that they have one of the very  best in the county. 
They are doing fine I\ ork. are prosperous and happy in their prosperity. They 
all feel that there is nothing along the line of improvement to the iarmer that 
can compete with the Grange unless it be their twin sister, the Farmers Club 

The Farmers' Clubs, organized and sustained among the farmers of the 
county. is another advance step toward the betterment of farm society and is 
an educator in more 11-ays than one. I t  cements the farm interests. it gives 
the men and \\-omen a better and more intimate acquaintance with one another, 
gives them ease in society and enables them to express then~selves in public 
2nd  hen on their feet. I t  gives them an imitation and desire to express 
their views on any subject before the audience. Many today are anlong our 
most entertaining speakers, n-!io on!)- 2 short t h e  ago felt that they could 
not rise in pubiic and express ill& tIioi;g!~ts. L~r,g x?.? theFmnerc '  Cluh 
be a thing of interest and profit to the people and long may it he before it 
shall lag or  die out unless the ingenuity of men or  women sha!l devise some- 
thing better to take its place. 

Lincoln ton-nship boasts of a Farmers' Club, which meets monthly at 
different farmers' residences and discusses important matters pertaining to 
the farmer's calling and, don't forget, they not only talk and learn from one 
another, but they have music. declamation and dinner, and such a dinner as 
can be found at  no other place but a farmer's. They embrace such families as 
George Wilse, Me1 Castle, E d  Decker, Wilson and many others. 
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In Broomfield township they have had a Farmers' Club for the past ten 
years. E. W. Woodruff.is president and is supported by about fifty members. 
They meet every month and are prosperous and happy. 

Union township also has a Farmers' Club, which has been running ever 
since 1895, and is still keepirg up its interest and numbers. It is supported by 
the following as some of the influential members: W. E. Waldron, W. H. 
Wood, W. Prescott, J. Max\vell, Jr., W. W. Preston and others. They have 
their monthly meetings and have a good time generally. They have no desire 
nor intention of discontinuing their meetings. for they find it a great source 
of information as well as pleasure. 

In Wise and Vernon townships they have a joint Farmers' Cluh, which 
is 1x11 patronized. and each year they hold a picnic at Stevenson's lake 
and have a good time generally. They announce the time of their picnic so 
that the people generally have knowledge of the time and they generally have 
some speakers of prominence from outside of Isabella and sometimes some 
of the talent of the county. Thousands congregate' on some of these occasions 
and are very muchinterested in their gatherings. 

The Deerfield Farmers' Club was organized February 21, 18g j, with the 
iollowing as charter members : Z\*illiain and Clary Redfield, Franklin and 
Clarasa Rhodes, Columbus Coles and wife, Mary E.. N. V. Coomer and his 
wife, Ella A.. John D. Gulick and xx-ife. Mary G., F. M. Boyden and Lucy B. 
Boyden, George D. Brou-n and M a ~ y  B. Brown, Sam Johnston and wife, 
Sarah B.. George -A. and Eliza L.  Lucas, William R. Hollowat and wife. 
Sarah H.. Samuel Topley and wife, Eliza. Xlva D. and Sancy Weston. The 
second meeting they added t\\-en@-sis new members. The first meeting was 
held at the residence of John D. Gulick and they had royal good time. 

T i e  first officers were Coluinbus Coles. pi-esident: F. Rhodes, rice-presi- 
dent; Ella A. Coomer, recording secretary; X. V. Coomer. corresponding 
secretary: Mary Gulick. treasurer. with F. M. Boyden and George L). Brown 
as directors. The!; keep up their meetings from month to month and at their 
annual election they appoint the places of their meetings for the coining year 
so that each one knows when their turn comes to prepare for a feast. They 
all feel proud of their society and think that it has done more toward breaking 
the ice between the farmers than any other method ever dex-ised. They have 
now been at  work for sixteen years and there is as much interest and enthus- 
iasm as at  first. Samuel Craft, one of their old members, used to be an en- 
thusiast and TI-as very much taken up \\-ith the work. Sam was also a great 
lover of fine sn-ine and used to raise some very fine ones, so \\hen his time 
came to  spread the feast he selected the finest of the herd and proceeded to 
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prepare and roast it. which he could do to the queen's taste and when the 
houseful had arrived and dinner was called there was presented a feast suffi- 
cient to regale the gods. -4t one of their gatherings the guests numbered 
one hundred and thirty-six and a number of times it has exceeded one hun- 
dred. They take in a radius of about eighteen miles, so that they have a good 
large country to draw from. 

Another thing they are claiming is that their organization is not a secret 
one, but entirely a mutual. social and beneficial one. KO secrets to keep or 
divulge, but a good time socially and one that shall make them all more social 
and intelligent; a sort of a brotherly love institution that also includes the 
ladies. Long may it live anc! do good. 

This claims to be the oldest society of the kind in the county and it looks 
as if it was, as they organized in February. 18gj;  however, the one in Union 
township x a s  organized in 1895, b~ i t  we have not the exact date. 

There is one more innovation in the old methods among the farmers or 
rather \\-ant of method, and that is the recent opening of a school for farmers 
where the best scientific as \\-ell as the h s t -  posted and most successful farmers 
meet and conduct a reguiar school of insxruction. -42). a id  al! of the farmers 
are invited to attend and it is prorinz to be a wonderful advantage to all 
those that attend the school. That and the introduction of agriculture in the 
day schools is sure to be repaid four-fo!d in the near future. The old idea 
that any fool can be a good farmer is fully exploded and non- the man that 
can make t ~ o  blades of grass grow \\-here formerly gren- but one is con- 
sidered a philanthropist. K h a t  shall the man be n-ho can raise two bushels 
of wheat or  corn \\-here but one is raised today or that can add one-hali to  
the pruductioii of thc mi! of a!! kinds and of all kinds of crops? 

Re111eniLt.1- tila[ l i e  ;; a conntry >re y e y  rear  the  hnnndary line when 
\I-e shall pass by the time when our country will raise all of the food grains 
demanded for the wants of the American people. 

ISABELLA COTKTY AGRICULTUR-$L SOCIETY. 

.About the first day of March, 1880. a citizens' meeting was called to take 
into consideration the advisability of forming an agricultural society for the 
county of Isabella. At such meeting quite a number of the farmers and 
citizens of Mt. Pleasant met at the court house and. after some consultation. 



296 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

it was thought advisable to  undertake such an organization and a committee 
was appointed to draft a constitution and by-laws and to present them to an - - 
adjourned called meeting. 

Hon. John Maxwell was the chairman of the first meeting and called a 
meeting to be held at the court house on the 20th day of March, 1880, to  
receive the report of the committee on constitution and by-laws. 

At such meeting Major J. W. Long submitted the iollowing as the report 
of the committee : 

"Articles of association of the Isabella County -Agricultural Society. 
Know all men by these presents. that on this 20th day of March. A. D. 1 8 8 0 ,  

at l i t .  Pleasant, Michigan, in pursuance of the statute in such cases made 
and provided, 

"LVe, the undersigned citizens of said county and state, hare formed 
ourselves into an association to be called and known as 'The Isabella County 
Agricultural Society of the State of Michigan.' 

"The business and object of such society shall be the promotion of the 
agricultural interests of Isabella county, Michigan. by the disseniination of 
knon-ledge among its members. the holding of fairs, and such other means 
to this end as  may seem best to those haring the matter in charge. 

"The of3cers of the society sha!! consist of a president. sixteen \-ice- 
presidents (one from each township in the county), a secretary and treasurer, 
such officers to constitute, ex-officio. the board of trustees, directors or mana- 
gers. the secretary to act as secretary of such board." 

The report as read was accepted and adopted and the society proceeded to 
elect officers as follows : 

President, Isaac A. Fancher ; Mr. Maxwell then vacated the chair, giving 
it to Mr. Fancher, who proceeded with the election of vice-presidents as fol- 
lows : Broomfield, John Hutchinson : Chippewa. Ephraim -1. Salisbury : Wise. 
George PI. Quick: Isabella. Toseph Graham. Sr.: Lincoln. Zerah Burr: Deer- 
field. Samuel Craft ; Gilmore. Prince H. Robbins ; Sherman, James H. Tinker ; 
Coe, William B. Bowen; Denver, Jesse H. Jordan: Vernon. James -4. Con- 
verse; Union, Thomas J. Root: Fremont, John Ulam; Xottama. Michael 
McGihan; Coldwater. William B. Forbes; Rolland. William Beckley. 

. The society then proceeded to the election of secretary and treasurer, 
resulting as follows: Secretary, James W. Long, and for treasurer, John 
Maxwell. 

The follon-ing original members signed the articles of association: I. 
-1. Fancher, James W. Long. John Maxwell. Samuel Craft. Zerah Burr, IV. 
B. BoI~en. Thomas J. Root. Henry Burr, E. .i\. Salsbury. J. \\'. Hance, Lewis 
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Hawkins, John Rowlander, Michael McGihan and William Broomfield, four- 
teen in all. 

The customary affidavit of acknowledgment was attached to the arti- 
cles. The following paid the membership fee of one dollar to the secretary, 
which n-as by him handed to the treasurer: Samuel Craft. Thomas J. Root, 
Zerah Burr, Ti;. B. Bowen, John Maxwell, Henry Burr, E. -4. Salsbury, J. 
W. Hance, William Broomfield. M. McGihan; total. ten dollars. 

The meeting thereupon adjourned to meet again at the same place on 
Saturday, April 10, 1880, at ten o'clock a. m. 

r i t  l i t .  Pleasant, April 1ot11, the society met pursuant to adjournment, 
President Fancher in the chair. A. S. Fay paid his membership fee to the 
secretary and received his certificate. 

Called to order and the minutes of previous proceedings read by the 
secretary. On motion of Samuel Craft. they were accepted and adopted. 

Samuel Craft addressed the meeting in regard to the appointment of a 
committee, and also in relation to the selecting of grounds for the joint pur- 
poses of a driving park association and fair purposes. 

On motion of Samuel Craft, the president n-as instructed to appoint a 
committee to prepare a constitution and by-lan-s. The follo\~-ing were ap- 
pointed as such committee: Samuel Craft, Henry Burr and James 11'. Long. 

April 23, 1880, the society met a t  ten a. m. and adjourneci ro one p. 111.. at  
which time it again assembled, with President Fancher in the chair. 

The minutes of previous meeting were read and approved. 
Major Long. from the committee on constitution and by- la~s .  made the 

following report. xhich on motion v a s  accepted and adopted. as folio\\-s: 

Article I. This society shaii be caiiei! "Isa'iieEa County Igricdtura! 
Society," auxiliary to the "Michigan Srare Xgricuiiura; Society,'' 2nd :he 
same is organized and established for the encouragement and advancement 
of agriculture. manufacture and the mechanics arts. 

r t i c e  11 Any person may become a member of this society by paying 
one dollar ($1.00) into the treasury. Life membership may be obtained on . 

payment of the sum of ten Gollars ($10.00). 
Article 111. The officers of this society shall consist of a president, six- 

teen vice-presidents (one from each township). a treasurer and secretaqr, 
such officers to constitute, ex-officio. the board of directors or  managers, and 
be called the executive board, the secretary to act as scretaq o i  such board. 
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-1rticle IV. Duties of Officers--Section I. The president. or  in his ab- 
sence, one of the vice-presidents, and in case neither are present, such one of 
the members as the society may elect, may preside at  all meetings of the 
society. 

Sec. 2. The secretary shall keep a record of all members of the society 
and of its proceedings. and shall also be secretary of the executive board, and 
shall attend to such other business as usually pertains to such office. and shall 
turn over all books, monies and papers belonging to such office to his successor. 

Sec. 3. The treasurer shall receive all monies of the society and expend 
the same only by direction of the executive board on the order of the presi- 
dent, cocntersigned by the secretary. H e  shall keep a correct account of all 
receipts and expenditures, and make a full written report. at each annual 
meeting of the society. of his affairs as treasurer, and shall give bonds for the 
faithful performance of his duties in such penalty and \\-ith such security as 
the hoard may direct. Said bond to  be filed with the secretary within ten 
days after such election, and shall turn over all monies. books and papers 
belonging to such office to his successor. 

Sec. 4. I t  shall be the duty of the executive board to exercise a general 
supervision over the affairs of the society: to appropriate the funds of the 
same in such a manner as skall, in their judplent .  hest suhserve the interests 
and for\mrd the objects of the society : to call special meetings when necessary. 
to appoint marshals, superintendents a i d  esamining committees. Said board 
to designate the days for hclding the fair and the premiums to be a~varded. 
giving at  least ninety days' public notice of the same. and to make the neces- 
sary preparations'for holdicg said fair, and to adopt a code of by-laws. and 
publish- the same with the constitution, for the benefit of the society; and they 
may, from time to time. alter o r  amend said by-la\\-s. by a majority of the 
board present. 

Sec. 5 .  I t  shall be the duty of  the vice-preside~~ts to receive and distribute 
in their several townships premium lists. circulars, and such other matter as 
shall be forwarded to them from time to time. and to encourage the bringing 
forward articles for exhibition, and t o  look after the welfare and interests of 
the society in their ton-nships. 

Article V. The annual meeting of this society, for the election of officers 
and the transaction of other necessary business. shall Ix held on Saturday 
follo~ving the 20th day of March, in each year (unless otherwise determined by 
the executive board). at  such place as the board shall appoint. they giving 
suitable notice thereof. 

Article VL The  society shall hold an annual fair and general eshibition 
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of animals, agricultural and horticultural products, articles of domestic 
manufacture and of the mechanic arts. and also such other matters as the 
esecutive board shall determine. 

Article VII. Yo premium shall be given to any one not a member of 
the society. 

Article VIII. .Any vacancy in the office of the society may be tempo- 
rarily filled by the executive board. 

Article IX. The constitution may be altered or amended at  any regular 
annual meeting of the society by a tn-0-thirds vote of the members present. 

_+title X. I t  shall be the duty of the seleral officers to obtain the 
names of persons wishing to become members of the society. and to pay over 
to the treasurer all monies received for membership and as donations. 

Section r .  I t  shall be the duty of the marshal to maintain order, to 
assign to the superintendents the places to be occupied by the classes under 
their supervision: and at  all times shall be subject to the direction of the 
executive board. Any member ~ h o  shall refuse to  obey the marshal, vil-hen 
acting \vithin the sphere o i  his duty. shall be expelled from the society. 

Section 2. S o  article JiaK be entitled to a pre:niu:x l x t  such 2s helongs 
to and bona fide property of the competitors. Applicants. when required. 
shall give written statements relatire to the articlk exhibited. and shall be 
prepared to gix-e satisfactcry evidence to sustain them. 

Section 3. The viewing committees shall be attended to the pens by 
the superintendent, and any o\vner of stock or member of the society \T-ho 
shall attempt to influence the decision of the committee shall forfeit all claim 
to a premium. Any member \d1o shall refuse to obey the superintendent, 
\i-l~eii ac:iiig ;x-ithir, the sphere of his duty, shall he expelled from the society. 

Section 4. _%I1 reports cf vien-i::g ccmrrfttee <!?all he in writing. and 
signed by the members of the committees assenting thereto : and premiums 
shall be conferred on the an--ard of the majority of the committee. 

Section j. S o  animal presented for competition shall be entitled to re- 
ceive more than one premium ann~lally in any one class. and shall not show 
in more than one class, unless it be herds of cattle. special and sweepstakes 
premiums, drawing, walking or trotting. 

Section 6. When there is b ~ ~ t  one exhibitor in a class or subdivision of 
a class. the article or animal will be axyarded the first or  second premium or 
none at all, as the judges shall deem it worthy. 
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Section 7. The executive board shall audit the accounts of the t reas~~rer  
and, if found correct, shall certify to the same, prior to its submission to the 
annual meetings of the society. 

Section 8. I t  shall be the duty of the president, upon application of five 
members of the executive board, to call a meeting of the same for the 
transaction of business. 

Section g. No person shall be entitled to ~ o t e  unless he shall have corn- 
plied with the provisions of the cur~siitution. 

RULES ARD REGULPTIOXS-MEMBERSHIP, .4DMISSIONS AND ENTRIES. 

I. The paylent  of ten dollars at  once constitutes a life member, ~ h o  is 
entitled to receive (on presentation of his ticket at  the treasurer's office) all 
of the privileges of the society grounds during the exhibition. and also en- 
titles them to enter articles for exhibition under the rules of the society. 

z. Any person paying into the treasury the sum of one dollar prel-ious 
to the closing of the books, shall be entitled to four single admission tickets 
to the annual fair and to make any entries under the rules of the society. 

3. Persons wishing for passes for necessary attendants on stock. xi11 be 
furnished with such passes upon application to the superintendent of the 
grounds. which passes mill be good only at  the exhibitors' gate and for the 
person named therein. Acy attempt to use such pass by any person not 
entitled thereto will be regarded by the society as a forfeiture thereof. If 
partners or  joint owners of articles entered are present, each one must be a 
member of the society. 

4. -%ll persons renting booths, stands or grounds. for the purpose of fur- 
nishing articles for sale. or for any other speculative purpose, shall f ~ ~ r n i s h  
themselves and their attendants \vith passes. 

PRICE O F  ADXISSION 

For each admlsslon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 .L j 
. . . . . . . . .  For children betn-een eight and twelve years. . I  j 

For admittance for single horse and carriage. . . . . . . . . .  ' - 5  9- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For two horses drawing carriage. .SO 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For one horse .2j 

j. Each person in a carriage must hare an admission ticket, and .all 
admission tickets will be taken up at  the gate, before person or team are'al. 
lowed to pass. S o  check or other ticket will be given at  the gate and rill 

money allowed to  be paid at  the gate for admission under any pretest \\hat- 
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ever. The foregoing regu!ations of admission and entries are adopted by 
the esecutive board. 

6. The secretary will furnish complimentary tickets to clergymen and 
such visitors from abroad as the executive board shall direct. 

7. All articles or  animals offered for premiums nlust be entered by the 
owner. his agent o r  a member of his family entitled to admission under his 
ticket. and must be owned in the county. except foreign stock. 

8. All articles and animals intended for exhibition must be entered in 
the secretary's office before entering the fair grounds, and receive a card with 
a number. as entered upon the books. 

g. All articles for exhibition to be designated by the name of the eshib- 
itor. instead of numbers. 

10. Exhibitors are requested to make their entries on or before the first 
day of the fair. The books will positively be closed on the evening of the 
second day. 

I I. Xo animal or article can be taken from the ground during the con- 
tinuance of the fair without permission from a member of the executive board. 

12. Feed will be furnished upon the fair grounds at the espense of the 
society. for animals entered for exhibition. 

13. When there is but one exhibitor in a class. or subdivision of a class. 
the article or animal d l  be awarded a first or seco~id preini~zm, as the judges 
may deem it worthy, and no premium shall be awarded when the article or 
animal is unworthy, though there be no competition. 

I X i  discretionary premiums recommended by the judges shall be 
subject to the approval of the executive board. and they may modify or refuse 
to ailon- the same as  they deem proper. 

~ j .  The judges are requested to file their report with the secretary at 
or before ten o'clock in the forenoon of the last day of the fair. 

16. -4ii stock entered as thormghbred :r .~st  be accompanied 11-ith a con- 
cise lvritten statement, cert&< to 5 ~ -  the on-iier. skn-ing their age. heed  
and pedigree. 

17. -411 horses entered as matched horses must be ou-ned by the same 
person and kept as  a span. 

IS. Cards o r  ribbons will be furnished by the judges. to be placed on 
articles or animals. \\-hen decisions are made. First prize. blue: second prize. 
red : third prize, white. , 

19. Cnder no circumstances shall any booths or  stand be rented for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors on the ground, nor shall any such sale be allon-ed. 
Kor shall any game of chance, lottery or prize package scheme be allowed. 

After the adoption of the constitution and by-lam. on motion of Major 
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Long, a committee of five mas appointed by the chair to look up a suitable 
ground and ascertain the price and terms. The following gentlemen were 
then appointed: Messrs. A. S. Fay, T. J. Root, Joseph A. Graham, Jessie H. 
Jorden and Henry Burr. 

The secretary was instructed to have printed five hundred copies of the 
constitution and by-laws, after which the meeting adjourned to meet at the 
call of the president. , 

Another meeting was called to meet on the 26th day of June, 1880. They 
met as per call, but, the con~inittee on grounds not being ready to report, the 
meeting was adjourned nntil July 3d, at which time the committee reported 
in favor of the purchase of the southeast quarter of the northeast 
quarter of section 10. towtlsliip 14 north, range 4 west, being about one mile 
from the village of Mt. Pleasant in a north direction. Tne price to be paid 
was seven hundred dollars. 

,4t a meeting of the society held on the 8th day of October, article V of 
the constitution was, amended so as to provide for holding the annual meeting 
on the last day of the fair in each year. 

The fair grounds were partially cleared by the citizens and farmers by 
means of bees, and on June 21, 1881, a meeting was held of the society, at 
n-hich meeting it was decided to hold a count); fair for that year and also 
that the county should be represented at the state fair for that year. At this 
meeting Henry A. a n t o n  was made a committee to let the job for clearing 
twenty acres more of the grounds. 

At the meeting on June 4, 1881, Mr. Fancher tendered his resignation as 
president of the society and John T. Landon was elected in his place. 

The first fair was held on October 18, 19 and 20, 1881. The following 
were the division superintendents : Division A. horses, V. L. Browr. ; division 
B, cattle. John D. Richmond: division C. D. E. sheep. swine and poultry, 
Michael Haley: division F. G. prain and vegetables. Joseph A. Graham: di- 
vision H, fruits, John Fraser ; division J, mechanics arts. William R. C r o w  
ley, also for division K, musical instruments; division L and M, dairy and 
domestic manufacturers, P. F. Bennett; division N and 0, fancy work, draw- 
ing and painting, Mrs. J. T .  Landon: division P, plants and flowers, Mrs. 
William E. Harris ; division Q, boys and girls, no selection : division R. music. 
Mrs. J. W. Long. 

At a meeting of the society held at the court house in hlt. Pleasant On 
March 2 5 ,  1882. the following were adopted as amendments to the consti&- 
tion: "Article 111. This society shall consist of a president, a vice-president 
for each township, a secretary, a treasurer and an executive committee of five 
members (esclusive of the president and secretary, who shall be members 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 3O3 

ex-officio of the committee). Three shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business at  any meeting of said committee: provided, that each 
member shall have been notified in the usual manner of such meeting. All 
of the above officers to be elected annually, excepting the executive committee, 
who shall he elected respectively for five, four, three, two and one years, so 
that one vacancy shall occur annually." 

"Article IV. Sec 4. The executive board shall be the judicial body of 
the society, and shall enact all laws, rules and regulations governing the 
society, and shall have full charge of the annual exposition and shall fis the 
salaries of the officers. The board shall have poxver to displace any officer 
for neglect of duty or  abuse of position, and shall fill all vacancies by ap- 
pointment. Meetings may be called by the president, or  by a majority of the 
members of the board. I t  shall be the duty of the board to look after the 
general welfare of the society; devise new methods of improvement: keep the 
society upon a sound financial basis and provide for every necessity as it shall 
arise. All measures of importance shall be submitted to this board but may 
be referred back to the society." 

"Article IX. Any addition or revision of these laws may be made by a 
t~vo-thirds vote of the members present at any annual meeting of the society. 
one month's notice having been given." 

"Article XI. This society in its reguiar or special nleetiiigs shall be 
governed by ordinary parliamentary usages." 

"Article XII. This society may hold real estate and personal property, 
to the amount of t\\-enty thousand dollars." 

The above amendments and additions to  the constitution were accepted 
and adopted by a vote of all present excepting one. S. Craft. 

--It this meeting the retiring secretary, James 11'. Long, made his final 
report of the society, as follows: 

"john T. Landon, president of thc society. Sir-?: the dose of my tern1 
oi ofice as secretary of this association. 1 ha\-e the ham: to s~Sr,..it the fo!- 
lowing general report: This association was organized into an agricultural 
society March 20, 1880. with Hon. I. A. Fancher as president, J. XV. Long as 
secretary and John Maxwell as treasurer. 

" S o  grounds having been purchased, the first fair was held on grounds 
in the corporation limits of the village of Mt. Pleasant, and notwithstanding 
every discouragement, a creditable showing was made. The total receipts 
were five hundred twelve dollars and seventy-four cents, and the total dis- 
bursements were five hundred twelve dollars and twenty-six cents, leaving a 
balance of forty-eight cents." - t i ter  reviewing and reciting the different 
meetings of the society he-further says that "it was decided. on Xovember 19. 
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1881, to give a note of the society or  rather of its individual members for the 
sun1 of one thousand five hundred dollars, running 6.1-e years, in order to raise 
money for current expenses. This note was negotiated with Hon. John 
Moore, of Saginaw, and of the amount of seven hundred thirty-five dollars 
was paid to Cutler & Walker as purchase money in full for the grounds. being 
the principal charges and interest to date. 

"The balance of five hundred sixty-five dollars \\-as turned over to the 
treasurer, I presume, but a s  it did not pass through my office as  it should have 
done, I hare no official record of it. save that I placed the deed on record. 

"The following orders, passed as correctly a s  possible, have been drawn 
on the treasurer : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For lumber and material. .$j89.82 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For  fair, including premiums. 302.fj 

For contingent expenses, including purchasing of 
grounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  788.66 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total .$1.621.23 
"Respectfully s~~bmitted. 

"JAMES IV. LONG, 
"Secretary." 

The treasurer then submitted the following report: 

"John T.  Landon, President. Sir-On September 17 th  1881, I assumed 
the duties of treasurer of the society. There \\-as a balance of forty-eight 
cents due from the late treasurer. which I have received. I have received the 
fol!m:ing ~ m c u n t s  : 

From sale of membership certificates. . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$ 66.00 
From sale of tickets at fair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 56.7; 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  From J. IV. Long. secretary.. 45.00 
From note by Hon. John Moore.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.300.00 
From -\lexander Brodie, county treasurer. . . . . . . . . .  369.1 j 
T o  which add balance on hand. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .48 

Total receipts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.03 7.40 
Disbursements on orders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$I, j99.33 

Balance on hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 438.07 . 
"Respectfully submitted, 

"WILI.IAM E. HARRIS, Treasurer. 
''JAMES W. LONG, Secretary." 
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At lit. Pleasant, on April I j, 1882, the executive committee met pur- 
suant to a call by the president, with all of the members present. At  this 
meeting it was decided to hold the next county fair on the r$h, 14th and 
I jth of September, 1882. Also provisions were made for fencing the grounds. 

The boar& met again on July 15, 1882, and made contract with Taggart 
8r Gartktt for the building of a hall. to be ~JT-enty-six by sixty-six feet, at a 
cost of one hundred twenty dollars. 

On September 2, 1882, the association entered into a contract with the 
Driving Park Association by which they leased to  said association the ground,s 
for a term of ten years, the association to make a suitable half-mile track and 
providing as to the relative conditions on which each should enjoy the grounds. 

-4 very good half-mile track Ivas constructed and maintained for several 
rears. 

The annual fairs were kept up for a number of years and generally with 
a good deal of interest and very well attended and supported. But it finally 
proved that the location and the conditions of the lands \\-ere such that interest 
seemed to fall off and the attrndance declined so that in the end the attendance 
was not sufficient to warrant its continuance and it \\-as finally discontinued. 

Another incident that perhaps had. some force 11-as that it was disco\-ered 
that underlying a portion of the grounds there n-as a strata of bromide which 
was finally tested by the Do\\- Chemical Company of Midland City, Michigan, 
and the north portion of the grounds were finally sold to that company and 
they put down several \\-ells and have been operating a plant for several years 
ancl ~vith profit to them. 

The Driving ,4ssociation also ceased to be an active and paying invest- 
ment and has become of littie if any ~ a l u e .  

The south half of the grounds are still owned by the society, but they 
have been granted permission by the circuit court of the county to sell the 
same  henev ever they can obtain a satisfactory price for the same, and ihe 
society is no\\- trying to negotiate with the city o i  Mt. Pieasant ior certaiil 
privileges on the park grounds for place and conveniences for the holding of 
agricultural fairs. The city has sufficient grounds that they could set apart 
for that use if it \\-as thought best ancl the location would then be an ideal one, 
being lvithin the corporate limits of the city and within a stone's throw from 
the center of the business portion of the city. 

The matter of agriculture is of such prime importance that it seems there 
should be some way devised to the end that there might be agricultural. horti- 
cultural and kindred subjects exhibited each year to the end that the farmers 
could come together once a year and compare notes as well as samples of 

( 2 0 )  
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grain and animals of all kinds, so that it, in connection with our annual gath- 
erings in the winter, might serve to encourage and strengthen the love and 
interest in the farmer's profession. 

The day is coming, and not far distant, when the ability of the farmer to 
supply the nourishment for the nation will be sorely taxed unless the soil can 
be made more productive acd yield a larger supply of the necessaries of life 
for our people. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

COUSTY POOR FARM. 

-1 county poor farm seems to be a public necessity. I t  is said. and with 
much truth, that "The poor you have with you ah-ays:" so that among the 
first of the important things of a new county was to  provide for the poor. At 
the session of the board of supervisors in October, 1860. the board, consisting 
at that time of William R. Robbins, of Coe township, N. C. Payne, of Chip- 
pewa. and C. H. Rodd, Isabella, with Robbins as chairman and I. E. Arnold as 
county clerk. On motion of Supervisor Payne, Albert G. Ferris, of Isabella, 
James Mower ,  of Chippewa, and Cyrenus Kinter. of Coe. were appointed as 
county superintendents of the poor for  Isabella county. 

-It the same session the board of supervisors set apart a fund of one hun- 
dred ninety dollars for the support of the poor. The superintendents entered 
upoii their duties and disbursed the bids as the ilecessitj- occurred. The first 
year they spent ninety-one dollars and twenty-five cents and in 1862 the sum 
of two hundred sixty-one dollars and thirteen cents, and in the next year the 
sum of two hundred sisty-five dollars and sixty-two cents. This method con- 
tinued until the October session of the board of supervisors. 1864, when the 
foilowing resolution was passed : 

"On motion of Stephen Humphrey, a majority of the board voted to 
purchase a farm for the use of the county poor. The vote stood. yeas. Stephen 
Hlnrr?phrey, F. J. JVi!liams. W. H. Ke!son, Wi!!iam Tiffany and ?. G. Ferris, 
2r.d r ,~ys .  J31l?es T.ITi!sey. .it the sz-P scssior? z resc!::tio:: xs passed to raise 
the sum of three thousand dollars to purchase and improve the farm and Fer- 
ris. Humphrey and Tiffany mere appointed a committee to purchase a farm." 

On January 2, 1865, the committee reported the fol1011-ing: "Your com- 
mittee visited and inspected the farnzs of the follou-ing named persons: the" 
sums set opposite is the price asked for said farms a t  the time of inspection: --/ 

iliiiliam F. Payne, wheat on the ground and farming tools included. $3.000: 
M. Bradley and J. Foutch'. $2,100; H .  T. Sherman. wheat on the ground and 
farming utensils included, $3.000. 

"Your committee did not make a selection of either, but left that open 
for your action. Signed. X G. Ferris and Stephen Humphrey. Committee." 
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January 10, 186j, the offer of William F. Payne of his farm for a poor 
farm mas unanimously adopted and on the same day a resolution ordering the 
chairman and clerk of the board to draw orders on the treasurer of the county 
for three thousand dollars and deliver the same to William F. Payne on the 
delivery of a good and sufficient deed of the farm and the delivery of the pos- 
session thereof. 

On October 12, 186j, the board of supervisors authorized the superintend- 
ents of the poor to engage a suitable person to care for the poor farm. 

The farm consisted of one hundred sixty acres of land, xith fair buildings 
for the time, as it was only ten years after the first settler came to the county. 
-4bout four years ago the county purchased forty acres of land adjoining at  
one thousand eight hundred dollars. The farm has been run ever since and 
has been a good paying investment to the county, and has served a noble pur- 
pose in providing a good home, nith nourishing food and care and medical 
attendance n hen sick to those so conditioned that they are unable to care for 
themselves. 

The farm has increased in value and is now worth about tm enty thousand 
dollars. The akerage number of inmates to be cared for last year n as twenty- 
tu o. It cost last year to run the farnl and care for the inmates as reported by 
the supelintenclent of the poor the sum of $1 1.461 gS 

Paid out for Physicians and Medical Services. . . . . . . .  $759. j8 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For Permanent Paupers.. 498.91 

For Postage and Te!ephone.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14.66 
For Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  j9.42 
Hospital Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 39.30 

They further report that they turned into the county from the farm 
$1,491.61 and had a balance on hand on October 11. 1910. of $238.88. 

The county farm expenses n ere as follo\vs : Salary- of keeper, $700 : hand 
labor, $385.95: help in the co~mty house. $14j.50: food, $616.06: clothing, 
$263.30; drugs and medicine, $62.20: burial expenses. $;I : coal and \\-ood. 
$183.70 ; turpentine, $ 7. j j : insurance, $2 7. I j : telephone, $33.66 : newspapers. 
$4; farm tools and repairs. $I jg.48 ; grain and seeds, $ j4.1 I : stock, $24 ; phos- 
phates, $I 79.93 : ditch tax, $60.06: transportation. $87.82 : fruit trees, $17; 
threshing and bailing hay, $64.34: binder twine. $13.04; fencing, $7j:  build- 
ing barn and painting, $1.392.66: putting bath and closets, $200: tile for farm 
and laying, $242.69: total. $j.ojo.89. 
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Beside the expenses at  the poor farm, there was expended in temporary 
relief by the supervisors of their townships the following amounts : 

Township. Food. 
Coe ------- $97.62 
Chippewa - 180.61 
Denver ---_ 300.61 
Wise -----_ 150.63 
Lincoln ---- 15.43 
Union ----- 106.47 
Isabel la  --- 82.76 
Vernon -_-- 78.64 
F remon t  -- 56.10 
Deerfeld -- 86.46 
Nottawa -__ 242.04 
Gilmore --- 138.62 
Rolland ---- 66.62 
Broomfield 16.13 
She rman  -- 95.98 
Coldwater  - 162.33 
1 s t  W a r d  -- 170.17 
2d W a r d  -__ 232.25 
3d W a r d  --_ 246.47 

$2,526.05 

Clothing 
$19.30 

36.49 
31.00 
14.52 

4.00 
24.35 

-22.06 
---- 

21.88 
34.67 
32.61 
31.19 
48.86 

. Fuel. Nurse. 
$37.00 

42.00 
55.70 
---- 
---- 
---- 
---- 
---- 

77.70 
21.00 
16.14 

110.00 
96.50 
51.90 

155.89 
55.15 
37.50 

9.30 
40.75 

-- 
$s0;.2s 

Other  
xpenses. Supervisor. Total. 

---- $9.00 $162 92 
$7.00 19.50 313.12 
---- 1950  470.81 
---- 3.00 295.61 
---- 12.00 31.43 
---- 14.00 160.82 
---- 5.25 167.07 
---- 16.9; 95.59 
---- 3.00 169.88 
---- 18.00 180.13 
---- 4.05 366.59 
9.38 28.40 321.84 
---- 10.00 267.75 
---- 6.00 74.03 
---- 36.00 338.57 

33.00 7.50 267.73 
___- 13.60 392.88 
---- 5.00 392.88 
---- 41.50 566.68 - -- 

$43.40 $267.65 $4,3 $0.12 

The present superintendents are Charles Cassady. J. A. Struble and R. 
H. Gardner. The present vzlue of the farm and improvements is about thirty 
thousand dollars. They have now about twenty-six inmates to care for. The 
amount appropriated for the support of the poor for the year 191 I is the suln 
of nine thousand dollars. 



CHAPTER XX. 

MILITARY RECORD. 

Today is Washington's birthday anniversary and our minds naturally 
recur to  the events of  that time and the life of the Father of his Country. 
'\\Tho can dare to divine what this country and nation might or would have 
been had it not been for that great man, and his leadership in the tremendous 
events that followed during his active life. H e  helped to carve out and presen e, 
all things considered, the greatest nation on earth. 

Isabella county can not boast of any great events in the Civil \var for 
which she can take credit, but she can claim that according to her population at  
that time she gave more men in proportion to  her population than any other 
county in the state. if not in the nation. Her  total population in 18860 \\-as but 
one thousand four hundred forty-five, divided about equally betn-een whites 
and Indians. The government took from us about sixty-seven Inclians who 
enlisted in the various departments of the arm>-. many of them going i ~ t o  the 
service as sharpshooters. Of the whites, the record shou-s that fifty-three 
enlisted into the army under the enroll~nent system. and that s i s  re-enlisted in 
the field, and that the product of the draft mas tn-enty-six. besides one drafted 
nian commuted. There mere of the one-year men forty. and of the three- 
year men fortysir .  The total credit under the enroll~nent systein was eighty- 
six and those enlisting before September 19. 1863. were fiftyone. making a 
total of one hundred thirty-seven. 

' P t  
I ne ii~ii;ber enro!led fcr draft Sep tedxr  10. 1862, het~veen th'e ages of 

eigiiteen ani  lortj--51-e. n-as ;\\-a hundred se~ezt!--3-e. .\mt!?er er?ro!!mer?t wac 
made in the summer of 1864, divided into two classes : iol' the first class there 
were one hundred fifty-three. and in the second class. sixtyone. The order 
was then made to draft one-fifth of the first class so enrolled. In June. 1864. 
the draft took place. 

The credits then stood for Isabella, the number enlisted prior to January. 
1864. as sisty-one and from January to October 31. 1864. fift?--five, nit11 three 
more that were credited as hat-ing enlisted prior to January I .  1864. ~naki-g 
a total of one hundred nineteen. The enrollment for draft stood. December 31. 
1864, as one hundred t\venty-three and the quota under the call of December 
19. 1864. was fifteen for Isabella county. 
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There has always been in the county a sentiment and belief that the 
county of Isabella did not get her proper credits for all the men that enlisted 
and entered the army, but that quite a number \\-ere virtually sold or given to 
other counties and that they received the credit that Isabella should have been 
enitled to. Let be as it may, there were times during the continuance of the 
Civil war that there was scarcely an able-bodied man left in the county. Who 
can estimate or  measure the privations that the families of the soldier under- 
went while the head of the family \\-as away fighting for the perpetuity of the 
government? Could the reader of this article have been here and seen the 
various families of the soldier who had gone to the front, living in the 11-oods 
in a little log hut. wirh barely the absolute necessities of life, digging her fire- 
wood from under the snows in the winter and caring for the cow in the stable 
or  hunting the cow in the summer in a pasture as vast as the hundaries of 
the ton-nship or  county, trudging through the 11-oods and listening for the 
sound of the bell jingling from the neck of the almost entire support of herself 
and little ones. O r  while she was sitting in the corner of her cabin. waiting 
and watching for the mail carrier, who should bring her a letter from her 
husband, with the pittance that Uncle Sam should have given him for his 
services in defense of his ccuntry; o r  to xvatch the tears trickling down her 
cheeks when the carrier goes by, leaving- her neither money nor tidings of the 
clear one at the front. In our prosperity today, I fear we think too lightlv of 
the days long gone by xhen the boys \\-ere at the front and the families de- 
pendent upon them were left behind to get along as best they might. Many of 
our best and most able-bodied men went to the iront. and many faiied to re- 
turn:  they remained a sacrifice to the cause of freedom. 

This day the remnant left of those bra\-e boys oi  the sixties are now 
holding a meeting in commenloration of the birthday of the Father of our 
Country. The post of Nt .  Pleasant has invited the Shepherd post. with the 
Relief Corps. to meet with them and to  be their guests, to sup \\.irh them and 
enjoy such hospitality as they have, and none can ha\-e .;rettel-. They are 
enjoying the music, the speeches and the children's presentations. Yet every 
meeting finds their ranks thinner than they xvere at the last one. and some 
sadder faces on account of the absence of one dear to them \vho has ceased 
to ansxer the roll call. 

The people at  home tried to make the burden a little less to those \vho 
went to the iront, or  at least some of them. The board of supervisors. Febru- 
ary S. 1864. passed a resolution granting a bounty of two hundred dollars to 
each one ~ h o  enlisted and \\-as credited or who was drafted and credited and 
accepted. One hundred doilars was to be paid in one year and the other one 
hundred dollars to be paid in t ~ o  years. 
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A REMARKABLE RECORD. 

It may be a little irregular, but I think that I shall be pardoned for 'in- 
troducing this bit of history for the benefit of the younger generations who 
know but little if anything about war, and because the soldier is a citizen of 
Isabella county. He was a member of the One Hundred and Fiftyfirst Regi- 
ment. Kew York State Volunteers, First Brigade, Third Division, Sixth 
Corps, Army of the Potomac, and these are the battles he was engaged in: 
Brandy Station, Virginia, June 9, 1863 ; Wapping Heights, Virginia, July 20, 
1863 ; McLean's Ford, Virginia, October 5, 1863 ; Catlet's Station, Virginia, 
October I j, 1863; Kelly's Ford, Virginia, Sovember 7, 1863 : Mine Run, 
Virginia, November 26, 1863 ; Locust Grove. Virginia, Sol-ember 2 j, 1863 ; 
Wilderness, Virginia, May 5 ,  6. 7, 1864; Spottsylvania Court House. Virginia. 
Maq 89 ,  1864; Spottsylvania, and Laurel Hill, Virginia. May 10 and 21. in- 
clusive, 1864; North Anna, Virginia, May 22 and 26, inclusive, 1864; Tolo- 
potomy, Virginia, May 27 and 30, inclusive, 1864; Hanover Court House. 
Virginia, May 31, 1864; Cold Harbor, Virginia, June I ,  2. 3, 1'864: before 
Petersburg. Virginia, June 17 and July 5, inclusive, 1864; Weldon Railroad, 
Virginia, June 21, 22, 23, 1864; Monocacy, Maryland, July 9, 1864; Snickers 
Gap. West Virginia. August I I. 1864: Berryville. West Virginia, August ro, 
1864 ; Winchester, West Virginia, August I I ,  1864 ; Middletown, West Vir- 
ginia, August 12, 1864; Strausburg, West Virginia, August 13, 1864; Charles- 
town, %lest Virginia, August 21, 1864; Leetown, West Virginia, August 28-29, 
1864 ; Smithfield or Berryville, West Virginia, September 3, 1864 : Opequon 
Creek, West Virginia. September 19, 1864; Fisher Hill, West Virginia, Sep- 
tember 22. 1861: Mount Jackson. West Virginia. September 24, 1864; 
Strausburg. West Virginia, October 14, 1864; Cedar. Creek or Sheridan's 
Ride, West Virginia, Octcber 18, 1864; Appomattox, Virginia, April 9. 
186j; Sailor's Creek, Virginia, April 6. 1865: Petersburg Works. Virginia. 
March 25,  1865. and fall of Petersburg, Virginia, -4pril 2, 1863 This is a 
part of the war record of William H. Salsbury. of Deerfield township, Isabella 
county. And a most remarkable record it is. 

WAR MEETINGS. 

During 1863-4 after many had enlisted and the call was made for mare 
troops, the people became very much exercised, as it began to look as if a 
draft was sure to follow. The government was sending out recruiting officers 
and one came to Isabella county to see what could be done here. He was 
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escorted through the settlements by S. Woodworth, who enlisted with others 
and went to the front. They held war meetings, where the men \\-ere per- 
suaded to  join the army of the United States. The first war meeting was held 
at the house of Azariah Dunham, in the township of Lincoln, he having the 
most commodio~~s one of the settlement, and. although it had neither door or  
windo\\- in it, answered the purpose and the meeting was the means of several 
enlisting. The meeting had been well advertised, as  they had distributed notices 
and had nailed them to the trees along the trail through the timber. so that a 
good crowd was secured. Chairs in those days were scarce, so that logs were 
sawed off into blocks and they were placed on end around the inside of the 
building. and sap troughs. with a fe\\- loose boards placed upon them, were 
also in use for seats. For lights, there n-ere a couple of taIlow dips sputter- 
ing on a rough pine table. so that. all in all. we were all well accon~modated. 
Old patriotic songs n-ere sung. speeches made and papers read to show hon. 
thi~lgs were going at  the front and to \\-hat straits the country \\-as put to on 
account of the treason of the South. The songs were sung with a zest, the 
deep bass, the tenor and the masculine soprano, with the inspiration of Old 
John Brown in their hearts. made the woods ring with the old patriotic songs. 
and when any one stepped forward and signed the roll there came up such a 
shout as can only be heard connected with patriotism. These meetings were 
kept up at  different places in the county, at Salt River and in the ton-nship 
of Chippewa, until nearly every able-bodied man had signed for the army. 

After a few days orders came to go  to the front and the sad leave-taking 
was had. The oxen were hitched to the old double wagon, the family placed 
thereon and a start was made to the Indian Mills. where the enlisted were to 
meet and from there were to go down the Chippe~r-a river on a raft provided 
for their journey. The roads \\.ere trails through the ~voods across the 
s\r-amps and over the corduroy. and it recalls to memory the parody on Poe's 
"Raven" : 

"Once upon a spring time dreary. 
IVhile we plodded, weak and weary, 
Over many a bog and muddy hole. 
O f  the treacherous roads of yore, 
While we bumped and splashed and floundered 
Through the swamps that we encountered, 
Oft w e  stopped awhile and pondered 
bind son~etin~es I fear we SIT-ore."-E. L. W. 
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After an all-day's journey over these delectable roads, we arrived at our 
destination and put up for the night. In the morning all was made ready for 
the soldiers' departure. The raft that had been made to float them down the 
river was loaded with the luggage, blankets, rations and bedding. When at 
last all was ready, the bank of the river was lined with the families and friends 
of those departing, the last kiss mas given. the last goodby was said and the 
raft was made loose, s \ ~ u n g  out into the current of the stream and they \\ere 
afloat. Then it was that the wife and family realized mhat war meant and 
sobs could be heard, and tears were shed a s  they turned away from the shore 
of the river and once more mere afloat on the shore of time. little kno\ving 
\\hat the tempest of ~2 a r  TI ould bring to them. In that company were Samuel 
Woodn-orth, Daniel McLarn. Alonzo Holland, Joseph .Atkins, with probably 
some others. - 

ISABELLA ENLISTMEKTS. 

Here is a partial list of those who n-ent into the army from Isabella: 
Joseph Miser, Azariah Dunham, A. J. Goodsell. Samuel Loveland. H.  S. Bou- 
ton, Samuel Woodworth, Lucky Doolittle. D. H. Selson. Willard McQueen. 
Thomas Campbell. Daniel Brickley, C. B. Young, Henry Cannute, Calvin 
Rigelow, George Bellinger, Monroe Kinter, Benjamin Cahoon. H. 0. Bigelow, 
Martin Cop (died in Andersonville prison). Orin Johnson, C. C. Foutch, 
David Foutch, William Con-den, Jacob +Armstrong. Frank Cush~vay, \\;illiam 
Froggett, Caniel Robbinson, John Mouser, William NcClintic, George Scott. 
Charles Hall, Hiram Ellsworth. Hart  Ellsworth. -4delbert Martin. Paul Smith, 
Harvey Wardmell. Steven Losey, Calvin Losey, Horace Bellinger. \\Tarren 
Wing, George H.  Stockham, Daniel Maclarn, Keit Landon. Lien Landon. 
Charles Dunham, Stephen Mui-thy. X'ortlirop, Leonard Ives, Jacob Smith. 

. James Hoag, ilndreiv J. Goold, Casxell, Lou Holland, Little. Jake Smith. R.. 
Kyes, Charles Crippin, Neb\-ton Merrill. Neal Beach. Richard Wonch, George 
Gruber, -4ndrew Childs. David Black. Samuel Titus. Peter Hawley. Charles 
Handy, Henry Kinter, _indrew Condon, Oscar Condon. 

In connection nith every well regulated Grand =\rmy of the Republic 
post there is a IVoman's Relief Corps. The I\-a-ba-no \\-oman's Relief Coi-p~ 
KO. 56 mas organized September 11 .  188j. by Emma Stark Hampton, deput~ 
president, nith fifteen charter members, as follo\\s : Mrs. Ellen .i. Hicks, i\Irs. 
Sarah Churchill, Mrs. Maria Brown, Mrs. Minnie E. \\~oodnorth. Mrs Ella 
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Bow-en, Mrs. Adaline Sanderson, Mrs. Alice J. Conlogue, Mrs. Lydia A. 
Pferdssteller, Mrs. Dora Whitney, Mrs. Cora J. Ralph. Mrs. Nora S. Love- 
land, Mrs. Helen J. Watson, Mrs. Olive Simonds. Mrs. Kate Harris, Mrs. 
Stella Jeffords. 

The first officers elected were : President, Mrs. Ellen A. Hicks : senior vice- 
president. Mrs. Sarah Churchill; junior vice-president. Mrs. Kora S. Love- 
land; secretary, Mrs. Kate Harris; treasurer. Mrs Ella Bou-en: chaplain, 
Minnie Woodmorth; conductor, Mrs. Dora E. IVhitney; guard, Mrs. Marie 
Brown. 

The corps has been kept up ever since it first started and has been a source 
of much good. especially to the old soldiers and their families, as \yell as to 
the public. There is never any great doings by the Grand Army post that 
they do not have some proainent part to perform. and especially n hen they 
desire to have a good dinner or  supper, then the ladies of the corps are very 
much in evidence. For instance. at the last gathering of the post they invited 
the Salt River or  Shepherd post to be present and be guests of the ]\;a-ba-no 
post A sumptuous feast was set before them by the \Voman's Relief Corps 
of Mt. Pleasant and they also furnished a good portion of the entertainment 
in the n-ay of singing, marching, I\-ith the drill oi  the young girls. dressed in 
appropriate dress. with their flags uniurled to the breeze. I\-hich made a 
fine appearance and pleased the audience very much. 

The officers of 191 I are as follon-s : President. Rebecca Gardner ; senior 
vice-president. Dora E. Daggett : junior vice-president, Mary \\:eller; secre- 
tary. Emily Tottu ; treasurer. EIien A. Eicks : chaplain. Xargaret Mull : con- 
ductor. Janette Johnson; assistant conductor. Mary Skidmore: guard. -Ida 
Coffin : assistant guard, Lucinda Dush : patriotic instr~~ctor.  Sarah Hoag : 
press correspondent, Ella Fonch; musician. L!-dia Bi-mr-nstetter: color 
bearer S o .  I ,  Jennie Bro~~ns te t t e r :  color bearer So.  2 .  Rebecca \\-ells: color 
bearer So .  3, Anna E. Lea;  coior bearer Xu. 4, Malissa Siereii~oii. The 
present number belonging to the corps is 45. The objects of ti~ese ausiiiarj- 
organizations are grand and noble. They are to speciall?- aid and assist the 
Grand ;\rmy of the Republic and perpetuate the menlory of their heroic dead: 
to assist such Union veterans as need our help and protection, and to estend 
needful aid to their wido~r-s and orphans; to find them homes and employ- 
ment. a ~ l d  assure them of sympathy and friends: to cherish and emulate the 
deeds of our army nurses and of all loyal n-omen ~ h o  rendered loring sen-ice 
to our country in her hour of peril : to maintain true allegiance to the United 
States oi  -1merica: to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country 
among our children and in the communities in which Jve live: and encourage 
the spread of universal liberty and equal rights to all. 
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WA-BA-NO POST, G. -4. R. 

Wa-ba-no Post KO. 250. Grand Army of the Republic, was organized at  
Mt. Pleasant on the 24th day of April, 1884, with thirty-seven charter mem- 
bers as follows : William T. Whitney (since dead), John A. Harris. IVarner 
Churchill. George W. Whitney, -4rchie McSwain, I ra  Watson, Henry Walsh, 
Samuel Woodworth (since deceased), L. C. Griffith, Moses Bra\\-n (since de- 
ceased), John Richmond (now deceased), George Priest. George W. Myers 
(since deceased), Fred Pferdsteller, George Francisco, Frank IV. Ralph, 
George L. Granger, John Block, Samuel Hague, Charles T.  Whitney (since 
deceased), Samuel ItT. Morrison, Charles Jeffords, James ItT. Long (since de- 
ceased), RTilliam H. Richmond (non- deceased). -4. Loveland. John J. 
Kitchen (no* deceased), John J. Bastella, H. 0. Wheelan (lately deceased), 
William H.  Carpenter, J. J. Stoner, M. Hungerford, J. Brownstetter. Charles 
Bennett, J. N. Drake, Daniel Covert (Indian). John Seebes, and John h1ull. 
since deceased Since the organization was effected there have a number 
joined them. ~intil now they number about sixty members. They have lost 
quite a number by death and removal, especially within the last few years. As 
we look over the post as they are gathered. we plainly discover that the time 
of most of them is quite limited. when they too will ansn-er the last roll call 
on earth and take their departure for the unknown. 

The officers of the post for the year 1911 are as follows: Commander, 
Samuel W. Morrison ; senior vice-commander, Warner Churchill ; junior vice- 
commander, J. Manchester; adjutant, John -4. Harris;  patriotic instructor, 
H .  Edward Deuel; chaplain. Lafayette Hall; surgeon, James Hoag; quarter- 
master. Charles Jeffords: oficer.of the day, Sylvester Johnson: officer of the 
guard, Joseph Brownstetter ; quartermaster sergeant, James Siater ; sergeant 
major. Mr. Crosby. 

Too much can not be said in behalf of the members of the post. They 
were men that enlisted because the government needed their assistance and 
their reason was not of the mercenary kind. as the pittance of pay would be 
of no influence for them to leave home and friends for the vicissitudes and 
dangers of war and go to the front and there take their place in fighting ranks. 
with the positive knowledge that many of them would never return to their 
home and friends. 

This post was organized June 8, 1883, and the folio\\-ing charter members 
were mustered in hy comrades of Post No. 101, of Ithaca, Michigan : George 
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W. Fouts, Sol H. Fordyce, P. Childs, R. Wellman, J. B. Struble, B. A. 
Cohoon, F. E. Hibbard, J. M. Kinter, John H .  Hillikee, Sidney Clark, Austin 
Campbell, W. H. Kinter, George Gruber, Monroe Loomis, Henry Fuller, 
Ransom Kyes, C. W .  Smitb. The past commanders are George W. Fouts. 
J. B. Struble, R. Wellman, A. C. Vredenburg. J. B. Northrop, Thomas Pickett 
and F. E. Hibbard. 

The  roster of this post numbered, in 1897. seventy-seven members. 
Quite a number have since been dropped or have died. Quite a number of 
the members of that time were enlisted or  drzfted and joined Michigan regi- 
ments; among these are Henry Austin, private Company D, Eightki Michigan 
Infantry; Calvin Bigelow. private Company B. Twenty-third Michigan In- 
fantry; John Bronk, private Company E. Twenty-third Michigan Infantry; 
Daniel Brickley, private Con~pany F, Twelfth Michigan Infantry; B. A. Co- 
hoon: sergeant Company K, Eighth Michigan Infantry; A. J. Condon, private 
Company D, Eighth Michigan Infantry; Philander Childs, private Company 
C. Eighth Michigan Infantry ; Austin Campbell, private Company C, Eighth 
Michigan Infantry: Henry Chadwick. prirate Company E,  Eighth Michigan 
Infantry; Alonzo Conl-erse. private Con~pany G, Fifth Michigan Infantry; 
Edlvard Case, prix-ate Company I, Xinth Michigan Infantry: Henry Fuller, 
prirate Company H.  Tn-enty-sixth Michigan Infantry; Jason Hunt, private 
Company G, First Michigan -Artillery; W. H.  Harrison, private Company D, 
Second Michigan Infantry: William Joslin, private Company K, Eighth Mich- 
igan Infantry: I\-. H. Kinter. private Company F. Fifth Michigan Infantry; 

. J. X I .  Kinter, private Company C, Eighth Michigan Cavairy ; Monroe Loomis, 
private Company H .  Eighth Michigan Infantry: Tneo Morton, private Com- 
pany A, First Michigan Engineering and Mining Corps ; F. N. McClintic, priv- 
ate Company -1. Tn-enty-eighth Michigan Infantry ; Joseph Uyers, Con~pany I. 
Tn-entl--third Xchigan Infantry ; Levi Yichols, corporal Company G. Thirtieth 
Michigan Infantry: -4. C. Vredenburg, private Con~pany G, Twenty-ninth 
Michigan Infantry; C. -A. Vredenburg. private Cornpan? E, Eighth Xichigan 
Infantry: Jeremiah Vining, private Company I, Twenty-fourth Michigan In- 
fantry; James Vining, private Company I. Ninth Michigan Infantry; Richard 
IVonch. private Con~pany I, Twenty-third Michigan Infantry: Eugene White, 
prix-ate Company C, Eighth Michigan Infantry: Solomon Wolf, prirate Com- 
pany C, Eighth Michigan Infantry. 

The  present officers of this post are: Commander, J. B. Struble: senior 
vice-commander. William Joslyn ; junior vice-commander. Joseph Moore ; 
adjutant. N. Willoughby; quartermaster. B. A. Cohoon; officer of the day, 
\\'illiam Swix: chaplain. Henry Barret: officer of guard. Sherman Allen; 
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quartermaster sergeant, R. Wellman; sergeant major, G. W. Fouts; color 
bearer, S. H. Fordyce. 

This is a good strong post and has in it a large number of patriotic citi- 
zens, men holding some of the best and most responsible places in the com- 
munity. When you see them together you will notice that they are all on the 
shady side of life and that they can not stay much longer to enjoy the honors 
which is their due for the gallant work they did in the defense of their country. 
I t  will not now be long before the most of them will hare answered the last 
roll call and will be where the tumult and strife of battle \\ill be no longer 
heard. May the United States government and all that are non- living and 
enjoying the freedom they fought for, see to it that not one of them shall suffer 
for the necessaries of life a d  the care they merit when the final call shall 
come. 

Connected with this post is the nsual Woman's Relief Corps. This was 
organized August 7. 1890, and the charter members were Myra E. IVellman, 
Catherine Shepherd. Harriett Bigelow, -4ddie Picket, Addie Hance, Emma 
McClintic, Mary E. Fouts. Xary  0. Struble, Dora Cohoon, Mary Northrop, 
Carrie Struble. Luda V. Moore. 

The names of this list is a sure guarantee that the post has a grand 
auxiliary body, one that n-il! perform all that is found by them necessary t o  
be done for the relief and care of the needy or distressed. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

XECROLOGICAL RECORD. 

This part of a history has some good features and creates some sad re- 
flections: however. it seems to be necessary that those col~ning the book should 
have the privilege of knowing, as far as convenient, the term of life meted out 
to those who came to the county in an early day. 

An examination of the record of deaths reveals to us that we are all born 
to  die and raises an interesting question as to who has gone or who will go 
first. There were but few settlers in the fifties, as they did not commence 
until in the fall of 1Sj4 to come at all and then only a very few families moved 
into the woods until some one could come before and prepare an abode of some 
kind to shelter the family when they should arrive. And then there was this 
fact, that they mere generally a sturdy, rugged class of people. for it meant 
hard \T-ork, and a good deal of it. to fit this county for the habitation of man. 

The records are only available back to June. 1867. n-hen it is recorded 
that Anna Shepherd died on the 18th thereof, she being an inhabitant of Coe 
to\mship, and the next one recorded was that of Thomas E. Harbison. aim 
of Coe, who died January 8. 1871. Rev. George Bradley. a missionary 
among the Indians. who came about 18j7, was appointed as Indian agent and 
fell on the street of Sen- York xvhile there for the purpose of getting his iii- 
structions in regard to his official duties: his remains n-ere brought back to 
31t. Pleasant for h~n-ial. as his family n-ere all here. His death occurred on 
the I -5th day of April. 1871. 

Selson Mosher. one of the most prominent of the early settlers, coming 
to  the county about 18j7 and putting a sinall stock of goods a: :he cer,:cr and 
staying there ior  a short time, then remo\-ing ro &e coun t -  heat, a i d  n-ha \\-as 
elected as prosecuting attorney at the first county election and was afterward 
elected to several of the important offices of the county. was finally overtaken 
hy the grim destroyer on April 28. 1Sj2. John Irons (Indian), who with 
his family came to Isabella in 18j6 and located just west of the Indian school 
lands. died on May 14, 188:. Jane Eaw-go-zhick was another of the natives 
who came about the same time and located on her selection and 11-110 lived 
here until July 2 3 ,  1874. xhen she too \vent to the happy hunting ground at  
the good old age of one hundred and fire. 
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John and Mary Wab-way also located as  Chippewas on the Isabella reser- 
vation and lived together as cther Indians live until the good spirit called them 
and then Mary, being ninety. consented to go on the 10th day of June, 1876, 
and John, after grieving for a time and finally realizing that he could no longer 
chase the deer, being ninety-five, concluded that he would follow his good wife 
and so laid by his cares in this world on the 24th day of December, 1876. 

John >!I. Hursh was one of the very early pioneers-in iact, the very 
first to bring his family into this part of the county, having located on section 
22. the land where the normal school is now located. in 18,jj, on February 
25th. He remained here for a number of years, was postmaster of the New 
Albany postoffice, the first one in this part of the county, was justice of the 
peace and on the school board and in iact one of the first in these parts. H e  
aftenvard moved to Loomis, this county. and there died on the 25th of Novem- 
ber. 1877, at the age of sixty-four. 

Chief Xot-to-way, after whom the township of Xottaway was named, was 
another of the old timers whc came-with the tribe and who lived until August 
I I ~  1881, when he too hung up his bow and arrows and submitted to  the 
inevitable. 

Everybody used to know in an early day old Father Sheldon, the Meth- 
odist Episcopal preacher. H e  was one of the best and most humanitarian 
gentlemen we ever met. H e  was good and only good. H e  came here in the 
5 fties and remained i s  the iicid until Solember 9, re&,  \\.hen he toc passed to 
the unknown realm from whence none return. 

George W. Miller came to  Salt River in the fifties and after a time he 
built a mill and later laid out the plat of Salt River. H e  was a progressive 
gentleman and after getting his mill pretty well along sold it to Messrs. Stahl- 
man and Young and then continued on his farm until December 9, 1886. when 
he passed away. at  the age of seventy. 

William Adams, of Coe tow-nship, came in the fifties and located near 
Shepherd on a piece of lanci. the same heing no\\- the farm of his son. Oliver 
.%dams. He !ived to the gcod o!d age of eighty anc! died on the 3d (!a!- of 
March, 1899. 

John Hinman was another of the Indians 11-ho came up under the treaty 
of 1 8 j g  and located on the reservation. He used to be the boss poler of canoes 
on the raging Chippewa. and was the inan who brought much of the freight 
from Saginaw and Midland to  Isabella City and is said to be the party who 
brought the Babbett piano up the river on two canoes lashed together. He 
remained here most of the time and finally died September 30, 1901. at  the 
advanced age of eighty. 
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William B. Bowen has the credit of driving the first horse team into the 
county about the first of November, 1854: he came as far as Salt river with 
two or three others. H e  settled upon his land, which he had bought under the 
graduation act at fifty cents per acre and was coming to make a home. He 
continued to live in the county until his death. which occurred March 29. 
1892, at the ripe old age of seventy-six. 

John &. -4. Johnson was a settler in the tonnship of Coe. coming here 
in June. 18 j j .  and located on section 22 of that township. H e  \\-as an all- 
round man and served in tile county as preacher, justice of the peace, sheriff 
and judge of probate and finally died in the tonmship of Union. n-here he had 
settled some years before on the 17th day of January, 1893. at the age of 
sixty-five. 

Ransom Kyes came to Isabella county in April. 18 j j .  and bought tn-o 
hundred acres of land in Coe. where he resided until he died in 1893. on 
December 9th. He held the office of sheriff. being elected in 1866 and was re- 
elected in 1868. thus holding the office for four >-ears. 

George -4tkins was of English descent and came to Isabella in April. 
185 j, locat'ing on section 6 ir: the township of Coe, n-here he made a farm ant1 
lived with his family for many years, but in his advanced age he came to Wt. 
Pleasant and there resided until the time of his death. which occurred June 
14, 1905. at  the adranced age of eighty-five. 

William Atkins. the son of Georqe, came to the countv with his father 
and remained on the farm 2nd as the father and n~other advanced in age he 
conducted the work until they had acquired a competency. He married and 
brought up a family and was prospering up to the time of his death. which 
occurred on November I I ,  1903. at the age of fifty-three years. 

James \Vilsey was one of the leading settlers. H e  came here in October. 
1854, being one of the first 013 the ground in the county. He settled on a farm 
of one hundred sisty acres. \\.hich he took up under the graduation act. He 
was the first judge of probate after the county n-as organized and served tn-o 
terms: supervisor of Coe township two terms and held other town offices. 
H e  cleared about forty acres of hls land and died at  the age of sel-ent~--one. 
on the j th day of May. 1882. 

Rev. Charles Taylor cxne to Isabella in February. 1856. and settled on 
tn-o l~undred and forty acres of land he bought. built a log house 11-hich was 
occupied for sereral years hv him and his family. H e  was a licensed lletho- 
dist Episcopal preacher and a very fine man. He lived to enjoy the fruits of 
his hard work and early deprivations. H e  it was who preached the first ser- 
mon ever preached in the county. and he it \\as ivho made a trough out o i  a 

(21) 
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black ash log, fixed an iron wedge into the end of a hand spike aild pummeled 
his corn into meal, which, when mixed into hoe cakes and baked in the oven, 
were called black ash Johnny cakes. H e  lived to see better days and to a ripe 
old age and died on the 1st day of September, 1897, at  the age of sixty-eight 

Perry H. Estee came to Isabella and settled in 18j5 on section 18 in 
Coe. H e  came on foot through the ivoods and landed on his land on the 4th 
of July, 1855, and chopped the first tree toward a clearing. Mr. Estee first 
built a bark shanty twelve feet square, chopped ten acres o i  timber and then 
put up a log house which served him and his family for a number of years. 
He was one of the foremost men of his town and held many of the offices of 
the township; was supervisor when they were obliged to go on foot througll 
the woods to Midland to attend the meetings of the board of supervisors. H e  
was a member of the constitutional convention of 1867 and mas elected as 
judge of probate in 1860 and held other offices. H e  never mortgaged or in 
any way encumbered his lands and lived upon the farm up to the time of his 
death, which occurred on the g ~ s t  day of March, 1907, at the ripe old age of 

' eighty-two. 
L. D. Estee was a son of P. H .  Estee and was about five years old when 

he moved with his father to Isabella county. H e  lived here eyer afterward, 
at  first with his father and then for himself. Later he was engaged in busi- 
ness at  Shepherd, where he died on October 6, 1907, being then fifty-seven 
years oid. 

Richard Hoy was another of the away-back settlers, coming to Isabella 
in December, 185 j, and taking up one hundred twenty acres of land on section 
16 in Coe tob-nship. H e  was born in Ireland and when but an iniant came 
with his parents to America. H e  was a public-spirited man and was elected 
as the first county treasurer of Isabella county. H e  lived in the county until 
the time of his death, which occurred on the I 7th day of May, 1909. at that 
time he had reached the advanced age of eighty-two years. 

johii Fraser x-as for ---7- .,,,..,, many yezrs a prominent personage in the 
county. I i t :  c a m  here in iSj6,  ha^-iiig purchase:! three bmdredttn-etv x r e s  
of land in Chippewa township. H e  came by the way of Saginaw, there buying 
a team of horses and wagon to transport his family and goods to Isabe!la. H e  
was obliged to hire three other teams to bring in the goods and was com- 
pelled to cut about fifty miles of original trail through the woods to get to 
his land. When he arrived in the township there were but five other families 
in the to\vn. but as he had some means beside his land he soon cleared off 
sufficient so that he might commence to raise more than sufficient for 
his own use. He mas thrifty and a worker. H e  built the first frame barn in 
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the county, lived upon his farm for a long time and then moved to Mt. Pleas- 
ant, where he spent his declining years, dying on the 27th day of No\-ember, 
1907, at  the advanced age of eighty-eight. 

Cornelius Bennett came to  Isabella county in the year 1865, in the month 
of May, fresh from the University Law School, having graduated in the law 
department in March, with the degree of Doctor of Laws. On arriving in 
Mt. Pleasant he took up the practice of the law, but after a fex  years he 
seemed to gravitate toward politics and held several of the county offices, 
such as county clerk, register of deeds, justice of the peace and judge of 
probate. He was a genial, jovial, kind-hearted gentleman and enjoyed the 
friendship and esteem of a k r g e  circle of friends. He it was \yho builded the 
Bennett House in 1882-3 and also was a dealer in lands, making a specialty 
of dealing with the Indians, with nhom he was especially adapted. He Mas 
public spirited and philanthropic. H e  was in an early day connected A it11 the 
bank of Hicks. Bennett &r Company. H e  died May 2. 1896, at the age of 
fifty-six years. 

Albert Fox came to the county just after the close of the Civil war, in 
which he was a soldier. H e  was a good scholar and soon became identified 
with the schools of the county and was elected to the office of county school 
superintendent in 1866 and held the first teachers' institute of the county, 
which was held at  Mt. Pleasant on December 27, 1867, at  which they 
mustered a tota! of ten teachers. H e  also held the ofice of prosecuting attor- 
ney for the county and was the first worshipful master of Wabon Lodge, 
Free and Accepted Masons. H e  afterward became proprietor and editor of 
the Eg~terp~ZSe, a weekly newspaper then as now. Fox died at  Mt. Pleasant 
in February. 1873. leaving a widow and one child. 

Langdon Bentley came to the county in 1855, in the spring of that year, 
coming by the way of +41m?, north to the Payne settlement. the place where 
now is located the county poor farm, and from there cut his way north to 
the north side of the Chippewa river and located on section 3 of the town- 

- - 

ship of Chippewa. H e  remained there for a time and then took up a home- 
stead, where the DePew farm is now located, and in the fall of 1864 he was 
elected county treasurer. In that capacity he served for two terma. at first 
keeping his office in the old wooden court house and when not busy with the 
duties of the office (and at  that time they were not very arduous) he u a s  
making h o t s  and shoes, being a good shoemaker. Afterward he took to 
lumbering and looking pine lands. for which he was especially adapted. Hav- 
ing made something of a fortune at that, he sold out and moved with his 
family to Nonmouth. Oregon. \\-here he died about 1908. 
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Henry A. Dunton was one of the first men to start a store in Mt. Pleas- 
ant in 1864. H e  had a small stock of goods and only continued in the busi- 
ness for a short time and then sold to  John Kinney. H e  then went out on 
his farm, where he died on January 22, 1882. 

Charles H. Rodd was in an early day a U-nited States government inter- 
preter for the Indians. H e  was half French and half Indian and was the 
first sheriff elected in the county in 1860, at  the organization of the county. H e  
was interpreter for the treat;. of 1864 and was one of the persons selected by 
the white men to obtain a large tract of the Indian reservation at the close of 
that treaty. which signally failed. H e  continued to live on the reservation 
until his death. xhich occurred on November 3, 1867. 

William H. Nelson was one of the very first of the white men that came 
to Isabella City, where he and his family located about 1856 or '7. H e  built 
and conducted a hotel for many years at  that place and also held the office 
of county clerk for a time and was elected as judge of probate and held that 
office for a time. H e  it was that cleared off the grounds where the first 
court house was built. H e  was a most affable, kind-hearted and social 
person and when he died, on October 31, 1870. he left a host of friends behind 
to regret if not mourn his passing away. 

Douglas H. Kelson was a son of 'C17illiam H .  Selson and came with his 
father to Isabella as a young man. After a time he went into partnership 
with F. C. Babbitt. ?he11 located at  Isabella. and some time aftenvard \v:s 
married to Keilie, the daughter of his partner. They resided here for some 
years. \\-hen Mrs. D. H .  Nelson died on August 14. 1881, and afterward 
Nelson was married to the present Mrs. Nelson and they lived in &It. Pleasant 
until on June I I. 1910, when Mr. Nelson died. 

Francis C. Babbitt was one of the noted persons of the early settlement . 

of Isabella. H e  came from Cleveland, Ohio. about 1857. and located a t  
Isabella City in the mercantile business with one John Eastman. They con- 
ticued fer a time, !l:E.en Eastmar! went out of the fimi and Rahhitt conducted 
it alocc for a t i x e  ar,d the:: '7. H. lT\ie!s~r. !?ecxr.e 2 narfner. r--- --- Thev ccctinued 
for  some time at the Mills and then moved to Mt. Pleasant, where he con- 
tinued in his business up to the time of his death. xhich occurred in 1875 o r  
'6. Mrs. Babbitt continued to live here for a time and then \vent to Cleveland. 
Mrs. Babbitt xvas very much thought of by the Indians and they used to call 
her Wa-sash-coin-mo-cjuay, "the womzn who brings light." 

Wesley J. Corbus settled in Isabella with his family in 1863 and for a 
time lived on his farm in Lincoln township. H e  then came to Mt. Pleasant 
and remained for a time. H e  was one of the very first doctors to settle in the 
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county. H e  was a genial gentleman and enjoyed the respect of all. H e  was 
here during one of the smal!pox outbreaks and attended to a patient in Lin- 
coln until he was taken down with the disease, when he called in Dr. Delos 
Braman and he attended the patient until he died, when the doctor was at- 
tacked with the disease in a light form. Doctor Corbus remained here for a 
number of years and then moved to the West. H e  died December 19, 1893, 
a t  the age of seventy-five. His wife, Christina. followed him on February 9, 
1906, at  the age of eighty. 

William W. Struble c a c e  to Isabella county in October. 1864. and settled 
upon a quarter section of lznd in Chippewa and lived there for some time, 
clearing his land from the timber and putting it in state of cultivation. In 
1870 he was elected to the office of judge of probate. H e  died July 30, 1908, 
at  the age of eighty-four years. 

I n  the year r861 -Albert A. Preston and his brother-in-law, Samuel 
Woodworth, came from Western Xew York to Isabella county to locate lands 
for themselves. They secured one hundred sixty acres apiece and then waited 
for the Ucited States government to pass the homestead law that they 
might homestead the same. which they did in I&. They continued to live 
on their land. which was loczted in Lincoln township. until they finally secured 
their patents. I n  the winter or  spring of 1864 JVilliam and Mary Preston 
and family moved here and settled in Mt.  Pleasant. They lived here until 
xoveniier 10. ISSI, when iYilliani Preston died. He  ;;-as follon-ed by Albert 
Preston, who died on July 22. 1885. aged fifty-seven. His mother, Mary 
Preston, survived him some three years and she died on the 10th day of 
Fel~ruary. 1888. Samuel Woodworth. who married Ellen L. Preston, died 
March 14. 1899. Mrs. Althea 31. Fancher, another daughter of William and 
Mary Preston, died September 13. 1900, while Celie E. and Emma -4. Pres- 
ton. her sisters. had preceded her some years before to the unknown. 

Martha, wife of -4lbert -A. Preston and the mother of IVilber E. Preston, 
of Mt. JYeasaiit. died 9:: th= 25th dzy cf February, rgoo. 

Free Ester. ~ 1 1 0  \\.as a so;; of Per?- E. Estee. 9r.e ci the e~r ! ie~ t  sett!ers, 
\\-as born in Michigan, was educated, became a lawyer. justice of the peace 
and member of the Legislature, and died October 2.7. 1897. 

George Mosher, a son of Selson Mosher, was born in this state and came 
to Mt. Pleasant with his father. He was a bright and energetic young man, 
but met xi th a sad accident at  Coldmater lake and was drowned on the agd 
day of March, 1878. 

Elijah D. IVheaton \\-as an early settler in the north part of the county. 
where he settled on a farm and cleared and tilled the soil for a time, then 
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went to Clare, where he became a lawyer and judge of probate and afterward 
removed to Mt. Pleasant, where he held several offices of trust and was 
considered an exemplary gentleman. H e  died on the 4th day of July, 1901, 
at the age of sixty-four. 

On the 7th day of November. 1854, Joseph Roberts and family and 
Patrick Fanning and family moved into the county and made settlement on 
lands in the township of Coe, Roberts settling on section 2 and Fanning on 
section I I, and there they hewed out homes for themselves and their families. 
There they worked, chopping and clearing away the brush and timber and 
rolling up logs for a house and what other buildings they were able to build 
and needed. I t  was a lonely business for a time, but there seems to be a 
charm about a new home in the forest that you find nowhere else and it seems 
as if it must be that we get closer to nature there than in a crowded city or a 
cleared-up country. There they lived and delved until they made a home and 
reared a family, some of nhom are still here to represent the kind of settlers 
they were and have already prohen the stability and worthiness of their 
ancestors. Mr. Roberts died in February. 1860, and Mr. Fanning remained 
until January 18, 1891, when he too went to his reward. both of them leaving 
a worthy posterity to mourn their departure. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

TOWNSHIP AND VILLAGES. 

The early organization of the tovnships is an important feature of a 
reliable history of the county. I t  will to a large extent show where the first 
and principal settlements were made and will mark the early development of 
the different sections of the county; for where the white man planted himself 
and family there were sure to follow others to help lighten the burdens of 
living in a wilderness wild, with none of the Iusuries o r  pleasures of life 
unless you could wring them out of the solitary TI-oods. out of the ring of the 
axe as it sunk in the side of the stah-art oak or maple; the crack of the rifle 
as it sends its missile after the bounding deer: the bark of the u-olf as  he 
prowls about your log cabin and sniffs through the chinks in the wall : or the 
squeal of the last pig as bruin has appropriated it and hies off to his lair. 

COE TOWNSHIP. 

Coe township was the first one organized by the Legislature by act So .  
r r .  I.4n act to organize the to~vnship of Coe in the county of Isabella. 

"Section I .  The People of the State of Michigan enact, that the sun-eyed 
townships described as towns 13 north, of range 3 west, and 14 north. of 
range 3 west> in the county cf Isabella. be and the same are hereby organized 
into a township by the name of the township of Coe, and the first ton-nship 
meeting therein shall be held at  the house of Mr. Campbell, on section 17 in 
town 13 north. of range 3 west. Approved February 13. 18jj." 

William B. Bowen was elected the first supervisor. in the spring of 1856. 
Isabella county not having yet been organized, Bowen Xvas forced to go to 
Midland county seat to attend the sessions of the board, a distance of some 
sisteen or eighteen miles as the crow flies. but any distance you may desire 
through the woods. swamps and marshes. At the general election, 1556, there 
\Yere sist!--six votes cast. all of which had to be written with pen and ink. 

IS.1BELLA TOWNSHIP. 

-4fter the organization of Coe. and abmt  18j,j, the balance of the county 
\\-as organized into a ton-nship called Isabella. Charles -4. Jeffries v a s  the 
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first supervisor. H e  lived at  the center of the county, where the county seat 
was first located. H e  was also obliged to go to  Midland to meet with the 
board of supervisors, which was not a task to be sought for the pleasure there 
was in it. I t  will be seen that he was much farther from the place of meeting 
than the supervisor of Coe, who was located in the southeast part of the 
county, while Jeffries was at  the center. Jeffries' constituents were mostly 
Indizns, as the Indians had just commenced to  move to Isabella county and 
settle upon the lands set apart for them by the treaty of 1855. U p  to this 
time there was no settlement in this part of the county save possibly one 
settler at the center, John M. Hursh, who had located just south of where Mt. 
Pleasant no\\- is, and A. M. hlerrill, located on section 32, township 14 north, 
range 4 west. 

CHIPPEWA TOWNSHIP. 

-Afterward. and on or ?.bout the 12th day of October, 18j8, the tomn- 
ship of Chippewa was organized out of township 14 north. range 3 west, and 
the election to be held on the first Monday of April. 1859, at residence of Wil- 
liam Payne and Langdon Bentley. William F. Payne and John Fraser were 
inspectors of  election. At  the first election Norman C. Payne was elected 
supervisor. These were the three townships orga~lized at the time of the 
organization of Isabella county in 1859. 

UNION TOWNSHIP. 

Union I\-as the next township to be organized. which was done by the 
board of supervisors at their session March 11, 1861. on petition of Langdon 
Bentley ,and others, asking that the following territory be organized into a 
township, to be called Union, to \\-it: Commencing a t  the southeast corner of 
section 12. in township 14 north, range 1 \\-est, running thence 11-est to the 
southwest comer of  section 5. in township 14 north. range j west, thence due 
north to the northeast corner or' section 4, in township 16 north. range 5 west, 
thence due west to the northwest corner of said county of Isabella, thence south 
to the southwest corner of township 14 north, range 6 west, thence east to the 
southeast corner of township 14 north, range 4 west. thence north to  the place 
of beginning. The first township election to be held in the school house in 
school district ?To. I ,  on the first Monday of April, 1861. at eight o'clock in 
the forenoon, and Hiram Sherman, Andrew J. Goodsell and Albert G. Ferris 
to be inspectors of the election. At this meeting W. R. Robbins mas chairman 
and Douglas H. Nelson. deputy county clerk. At  said election Langdon 
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Bentley was duly elected supervisor. The school house referred to was a log 
school house, and stood on the ground about where the residence of William 
Crowley is now situated, on the northwest corner of the northeast quarter of 
section 27, township 14 north, range 4 west. 

The south part of the county was beginning to settle quite rapidly on 
account of the passage by Congress of the Homestead bill. \vhich gave to the 
settler one hundred sixty acres of land s~hstantially free, only requiring of him 
a small entry fee and a settlement and residence upon the said land for the 
term of five years; when he had performed that and had improved the same 
in good faith. he was to have a patent in fee simple of the said land. The 
Homestead act was passed by Congress and approved May 20. 1862. Section 
2289, United States statutes, provided. that every person who is the head 
of a family, and who has arrived at the age of twenty-one years and is a 

- citizen of the United States. or  who has filed his declaration of intention to 
become such as provided by law. shall be entitled to enter one quarter section 
or a less quantity of unappr~priated public lands. 

As soon as it was known that there were tracts of land in Isabella county 
that could be taken under the homestead law, settlers began to flock into the 
county, and the lands were eagerly sought for and settled upon. This brought 
in many permanent settlers and they spread through the south and west part 
of the'county. On the 10th day of January, 1860, the board of superrisors 
being in session and norice having been gi\-en in due form. a resolution n-as 
passed detaching from the township of Isabella and attaching to the township 
of Coe, township 13. range 4, j and 6 \vest, thus giving to Coe the four 
south to\vnships of the county. 

FREMONT TOWNSHIP. 

At the October session of the board of supervisors. in 1563. a resolution . 
was passed orga~~iziiig t ~ * i < i i ~ h i ~  : j nxth .  rzcges 5 and 6 west. into a town- 
ship to be known as tile towllship of Freixoiit. The Crst t o~~s ! : i p  rr.eeting 
was to be held at  the residence of Jerome Bachelder, on section 11. township 
13 north. range j west: IVilliam Tiffany. Jerome Bachelder and James C. 
Caldwell were to act as inspectors of-election, said election to be held on the 
first Monday of -4pri1, 1864. The election was held as directed and William 
Tjffany n-as elected supervisor, \Vi!liam H. Harrison, clerk. IV. Winters, 
treasurer. and Sorton Skinner. justice of the peace. 

.it the same session of the said board of supervisors and on the 16th of 
October, the township of Lincoln \ a s  duly organized, to consist of township 
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13 north. range 4 west, the first annual township meeting to be held a t  the 
I~o!lse of H.  N. Griswold, on section 15-in said township, and W. J. Griswold. 
Wesley Corbus and F. I. Williams to act as inspectors of the election. The 
township meeting was held on the first Monday of April, 1864, and F. I. 
Williams was elected supervisor of said town. 

VERNOK TOWNSHIP. 

Vernon township mas duly organized by the board of supen~isors June 
11. 1866, on application of Cornelius Bogan, Simon Haggerty, James h4. 
Stough, John Herring. B. C. Farnham, George R. Pease, 0. H. Farnham. 
George W. Stine, Patrick IlilcLaughlin, Duncan Carmichael, -4bel Bywater, 
William Phinnisey, George iVilliams. Jacob E. Shaffer. John O'Neil and W. 
L. Turbush. 

Said township was to consist of to\vnship 16 north, range 4 west, with 
to\vns!~ips 17 and 18 north, ranges 3 and 4 west. The first election to be held 
at the residence of George W. Stine. on the second Monday of July. 1866. 
with Iliilliam Phinnisey, Cornelius Bogan and James 31. Stough as inspectors 
of election. William Phinnisey \\-as elected supervisor at the first election. 
There \\-ere seven votes cast. 

At the October session of the board of supervisors, held October 9. 
1866, on application of I\-. B. Good\vin. Granderson Norman. \Villiam M. 
Peterson, Aaron F. Norman, Levi P. Beardsley and several others, township 
13 north, range 6 west. was erected into a to\\-n to be known as the ton-n of 
Rolland. and the first electicn to be held at the lumher camp of John Bailey, 
on the first Monday of April. 1867, William M. Peterson. S. E. Chapman and 
Daniel Rohinson to act as inspectors of the eiection. Tn Apri! the e!ectin!l 
war; he!d and \Vi!!iam. 14. F'eterso~ n-a. du!y e!ectec! a. suye!-visor. 

BROOMFIELD TOWNSHIP. 

Afterward, on the 3d dav of March. 1868. the application of L. C. Griffith 
and thirty others \\-as presented to the board of supervisors, then in session. 
for the erection of a townskip to be known as the township of Broomfield. 
and to consist of to\mship 14 north. range 6 west. After investigatiotl. it 
\\-as decided to grant the petition, and Broomfield toumhip was set up, \vith 
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authority to hold an electicn on the first Monday of April, 1868, at the 
lumber camp of E. Hall, located on section 16 in said tomn: Elijah Cole, J. 
Hutchinson and George L. Hitchcock were appointed to  act as inspectors of 
election. At such election William Broomfield was duly elected as supervisor, 
n-hich was very appropriate action, for the reason that the township was 
named after and in honor of their townsman. 

COLDWATER TOWNSHIP. 

On the same day that Broomfield was organized, an application was 
made by S.  S. Smith and thirty-five others, for the organization of a tomn, to 
be known by the name of Coldxater, and to consist of township 16 north, 
range 6 west; the inspectors of election to consist of H. A. Erubaker, H. B. 
Roberts and A'. W. Ryerson; the first election to be held on the first Ilfonday 
of April. 1808. at the store cf H. B. Roberts. -qt the time appointed the said 
election was held and J. J. ColIey was elected its supervisor. 

SHERMAN TOWNSHIP. 

October 13. 1868, the board of supervisors, on the petition of Milo T. 
Dean, Cyrus Dunhar and others. praying for the erection of a township out 
of to\- ishi hip I j north, range 6 \I est. to he known ac the township of Sherman. 
by resolution offered by P. H. Estee. the prayer of the said petitioners was 
duly granted and the time for the first township meeting for the election of 
town officers was fixed as  the 29th daj- of October, 1868, at the house of 
Cyrus Dunbar. and Cyrus Dunbar. Milo T. Dean and .Aaron Osbern were duly 
appointed as inspectors of said electioc. ;it such election John T. Cohoon was 
elected to the office of supen-isor. 

GILMORE TOWNSHIP. 

--\pril 13. 1870, the app!ication of citizens of to~mship 16 north, range j 
west, having been presented to the board of supervisors and having been clul?- 
considered. John Malux-ell. then supervisor of the township of Lincoln, of- 
fered a resolution ordering the erection of such a township. which was 
adopted. and named Gilmore. after General Gilmore. which name was sug- 
gested by Rufus Glass. the first township meeting to be held at the residence 
of Rufus Glass, on the nbrtheast quarter of section 24, he being one of the 
first settlers of that town: said to\\nship election to be held on the 28th day 
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of April, 1870, and Rufus Glass, Amos F. Albright and Jessie Wood were 
made inspectors of the election. At which election Rufus F. Glass was elected 
supervisor. 

WISE TOWNSHIP. 

Wise was the nest township to be erected, and to consist of townships 
I j and 16 north, range 3 west. Such a petition was presented to the board of 
supervisors at their session on January 4. 1872. and was duly granted. the 
election to be held on the first day of -1pri1, 1872, with George W. Wise, 
Benjamin L. Loyd and Cornelius V. Hulburt as inspectors, said election to be 
held at the school house in the rillage of Loomis, which resulted in the choice 
of Isaiah Windover as their supervisor. 

DEERFIELD TOWNSHIP. 

Deerfield was next added to the list of organized townships and was 
composed of township 14 north, range j west, and was authorized by the said 
board of supervisors on the 14th day of October. 1874, pursuant to a petition 
of William M. Peterson and others, after an investigation and report o i  3 

committee of said board, duly appointed to investigate the legality and suffi- 
ciency of the proceedings. Such report being favorable to the organization 
of the township, on motion the said toum was duly organized, to be known as 
the township of Deerfield. the election for township officers to be held at the 
house of Joseph S. Brazee cn the 5th day of April, 1875, and ~ i l l i a m  M. 
Peterson, Frederick M. Sanderson and Maiden R. Beach to be inspectors of 
election. A supervisor demended the yeas and nays on the adoption of the 
resolution. The result of the vote was yeas, Messrs. Bogan, Bown, Brodie, 
Broomfield, Davis, Doxie, Estee. Fordyce. Grinnell, Mattison, Richardson 

* and Voorhees: nays, none. At the -April election for ton-n officers William 
Peterson was chosen as supervisor. 

SOTTACVA TOWNSHIP. 

On January 8. 187j. a petition was presented to the board of supervisors 
for the organization of the township of Nottawa, to consist of township I j 

the yeas and nays was demanded, and on roll call resulted, yeas, Messrs. 
Bogan, Bown, Brodie, Broomfield, Doxie, Estee, Fordyce, Wooden, Mattison, 
Richardson and Voorhees; nays, Mr. Davis. The first Monday in April, 187j, 
was fixed for the first election in said township and to be held at the house of 
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Eli Ford; Eli Ford, Michael McGehan and John Hyslop were to act as in- 
spectors of election. At  said election Michael McGehan was elected their 
supervisor. There were thirty-three votes cast, five white and twenty-eight 
Indian. This township is named after an old Indian chief of the Chippewas 
of Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black River Indians. 

At the same session a petition was presented by H. H. Graves and 
eighteen others, asking that the board detach from the township of Isabella 
sections I to  12 inclusive. in township 14 north, range q west, and attach the 
same to the to~vnship of Union. -q!so a petition to the same effect by Peter 
Jackson and thirty-six others from the township of Isabella. Said petitions 
were duly referred to the proper committee and after due consideration the 
said committee reported in favor of granting their request, and by a resolution 
offered by Supervisor Bogan the request was granted. 

This action left the county d d y  organized into ton-nships of one full 
township of land of thirty-six sections each, except the tou-nship of \Vise. 

DENVER TOWNSHIP. 

Centennial year is at  hand. The  board of supervisors are in session. X 
petition is presented to said board for the organization of the to\\-nship of 
Denver, which was at that time a part of the township of Wise. They asked 
that the territory known as tou-nship I j north, range 3 west. be detached 
from Wise township and be organized into the township of Denver, which. 
after due deliberation, was granted. the first meeting to be held at the house 
of Robert Pearson. on the gd day of April. 1876, with James Render, hnson 
Fitchet and Robert Pearson as inspectors of election. At said election Robert 
Pearson was elected supervisor. 

This rounds out the full !kt of township organizations for the county 
and gives to each its i d  qucta of sections of !and, namely, thirty-six sections. 
or approximately tn-enty-three thousand forty acres of land: to the township. 
or  three hundred sixty-eight thousand six hundred iorty acres in the county. 

For ready reference, conln~encing at  the southeast corner o i  the county, 
and following the township and range. we hare first the tou-nship of Coe, 
named after Lieutenant Governor George -4. Coe. H e  was lieutenant-gorer- 
nor at the time of the organization of the ton-nship. 

The next one west of Coe is the to\vnship of Lincoln, named after the 
martyred President. The next one \vest is Fremont. named after General 
Fremont. Next is Rolland. Then returning to the east side of the county 
ant1 north of Coe lies Chippc-n-a. named after the river of that name passing 
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east and west through the said township. Next west is Union. and \vest of 
that comes Deerfield, deriving its name from the prevalence of deer in the 
early days of its settlement. West of that comes Broomfield, named in honor 
of one of her earliest and most respected townsmen, William Broomfield, a 
citizen of the town when organized and still living near his old home. 

Returning again to the east side of the county and north of Chippewa, 
is located Denver; west of Denver is Isabella, of the same name as the county ; 
next in order is Nottawa, named after the old Indian chief n'ottawa. IVest of 
this lies Sherman. named after General Sherman Returning again to the 
east side of the county and north of Denver, we have the township of Wise. 
named after the pioneer of the town. George IV. Wise. Going uest. Verno~l 
is the next, and next to that is Gilmore. And finally the sixteenth and last one 
is Coldwater. 

THE FIRST SETTLERS. 

The  first settlers went into the township of Rolland under the Homestead 
act of Congress, 1862. The sett!ers were Granderson ATorman, who took his 
location January 9, 1863. Charles D. Robertson, William B. Goodwin. Amos 
A. Norman. John Martin, Daniel W. Robinson, Paul Smith. S. E. Chapman. 
William Cowden, William M. Peterson, Daniel Doxy, -4. Sanderson, A. Geer 
and others. 

In this township there were in 1575 about sixty colored people and they 
were among the best settlers. They were industrious and honest and were in 
all good citizens. The first grave was dug on section 6, near the center, and 
contains the remains of Amos A. Norman (colored), who died of insanity. 

The  first settler in the new township of Broomfield was Doraville Whit- 
ney, who came in the fall of 1860, and the first school house was built on 
section 31, and in this school house the first quarterly meeting was held by 
Rev. F. B. Bangs, in 1866, but the first sermon was preached by one Aldridge 
at  the house of William Broomfield. the minister coming into the coanty bare- 
footed. We understand th?! some good Sarmritar furnished Eim 2 p3ir n i  
boots to preach in, but allowing him to take them off before he left the 
county. The first Sunday school formed in this part of the county was in 
Rolland, at  the first school house built there and was in 1876. 

Loomis was first started by Messrs. Wise and Loomis, they building the 
first mills. In March. 1871. George W. Wise. with thirteen men, landed 
where Loomis now is and commenced to build a saw mill. and on the tenth 
day they had a portable mill running and on the twentieth commenced mak- 
ing shingles also. Their mill was kept running most of the time day and 
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night. cutting luillber in the day time and shingles nights. The mill burned 
in May, 1875, but was soon replaced by another. Wise 8r Looinis with 
others built and stocked a store. The  Flint & Pere Marquette'railroad built 
a depot and a hotel was built, called the Hursh House. There was also another 
shingle mill built, which was run until 1874 ,  when it blew up, killing one 
man. In 1 8 7 2  a company was formed and built a hemlock extract factory at  
a cost of fifteen thousand dollars. and it has manufactured a large amount of 
extract. .4fterward a shingle mill was put into the factory. Fletcher Tub1:s 
opened up the first farm in the township. The first religious services were 
held in the mill of Wise & Loomis by C. V. Hulbert some time in June. 1871 ; 
a bible class mas formed about the same time. In  May, 1871. a school district 
was formed. a school house built and the first school mas taught therein 11y 
Miss Allen. Mr. Cardy was the first man to introduce that grand curse to 
human society. a saloon. The first cause tried was for assault and hatter>-. 

CITIES AND VILLAGES. 

The organization, growth and development of cities and villages in a 
coanty is an interesting subject. I n  a very early day in the history of Isabella 
county, in fact before there was very much of a population in the countv. 
and very soon after the tide of emigration of the Chippewa Indians con- 
menced toward their reserratio~? in Isabella. there were two parties, John S. 
Eastman and Francis C. Babbitt, who migrated to 1%-hat was afterxard knov;:: 
as Isabella City, and they, in connection with A. M. Fitch. then Indian agent. 
platted a part of sections 2 and 3 in the now township of Union. and caused 
the plat to be recorded in Volume I of Deeds on page r j 6 ,  the same being 
recorded on January 2 3 .  1861. This was the first plat recorded in the county 
I t  flourished for a few years. and then it began to decline, as Mt. Pleasant, 
the county seat, had been iocated and was only one and one-half miles distant. 

Eastman & Babbitt opened a general store there. U'illiam H. Selson, 
afterward judge of probate, built and conducted a hotel. In 18j7 the Indian 
mills were buiit, consisting of a saw mill. the old sash-saw make, with a 
capacity of about four or five thousand in twenty-four hours. X grist mill. 
with one run of stone. The power was from a dam across the Chippewa 
river. Major James W. Long aIso settled there and carried on bt~siness. built 
a store and afterward moved it to Mt. Pleasant. Babbitt 8r Selson alsc 
moved their buildings and business to Mt. Pleasant and the city of Isabella 
ceased to  be a city. and only a few houses now remain to mark the spot once 
noted as headquarters for the Indians of the tribes of Chippewas of Saginaw. 
Swan Creek and Black Rivei. 
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Duncan Carmichael homesteaded the first eighty acres that was settled 
upon in Vernon township. This was on June 6, 1865, and was located on 
section 22. H e  was piloted into the town and upon the land by the writer of 
this article and at the time he settled there he was the only white man north 
of the Indian reservation. Soon thereafter William Phinnessy, William Tur- 
bush, J. M. Stough, G. W. Stine, C. Bogan, Peter Alger, John Baker, John 
Herring moved in and settled upon land and made them good homes Dr. 
J. H. Maynard \$as the first physician settling in the township. he settling on 
section 10 in October. 1867, and doctored and kept "batch" for four years. 
The first child born in the town was Isabella Carmichael. horn August 19, 
1866, and n a s  named after the county. The first death was Murdock Mc- 
Swain, who was smothered in a well. The first marriage was B. B. Bigelo to 
Kittie Stough, on the 4th of July, 1867. who were married by olcl Father 
Sheldon, Methodist Episcopal minister. 

Everything that was used a t  that time had to be brought in on the 
back of a man or an Indian pony. and from ten to fourteen miles. Pork \\as 
then twentj=five cents per pound (a little ahead of present prices). flour 
twenty-three dollars per barrel, groceries in proportion. and then to he car- 
ried ten to fourteen miies over a trail and through the forest. 

The first sermon was preached by Rev. Keith at the house of Mr. Shrope, 
one mile south and one mile \vest of Clare, in 1867. and the first Sunday 
school was organized at  the same place and in the same year. John Armstrong 
n-as elected superintendent. 

SALT RI\ ER. 

The village of Salt River was platted by Elijah Moore on the 5th day of 
September. 1866. and consisted of two blocks and twenty-two lots. and is 
located on the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section 9,  town- 
ship 13 north, range 3 n-est. On this .plat the same Elijah Moore 
built a hotel which for many years m s  the only tavern in that part of the 
county. In 1867 George W. Miller. one of  the old settlers of the place. 
platted Miller's first addition to  Salt river. consisting o i  three blocks and 
divided into forty-five lots. This plat \\-as considerably built upon in the early 
days of the rillage. and there are some very good buildings on a portion of it 
at the present time. The principal business of  the place has moved farther 
west where the village and the railroad is located. 

Later, in 1870, on March gth, Miller laid out another plat on the south- 
west quarter of the southwest quarter of section 9. township 13 north. range 3 
west, called Miller's second addition. It consisted of one block and twelve lots. 
But little building has been done on this plat. 
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On the 26th day of April, 1870, Elijah Moore laid off another plat, con- 
sisting of one block and five lots. This was located just south of his first 
plat and was adjoining the highway running north and south. which street 
is called Chippewa street. 

VERNON CITY. 

IJernon City was estatlished by John L. Markey in the year 1870, 
when, on the 31st day of October, he platted the northeast quarter of the 
northeast quarter of section 3, in township of Vernon. There were one 
hundred and eighty-four lots in sixteen blocks. 

Quite a little village sprung up, but as Clare City was just across the line, 
it did not obtain any great dimensions. I t  is situated on a fine elevation 
overlooking the city of Clare. and makes a desirable place for one desiring a 
quiet abode. 

LOh-G\VOOD. 

Longwood was established on February 30, 1871, by Major James 11:. 
Long and John P. Hawkins. It was located on the north\\-est quarter of the 
northwest quarter of section 11. of Union to~vnship. and just across the 
Chippen-a river from Isabella City. S o t  n~uch  !\-as clone by the Major to 
establish a city. He did, hov-ever. build a small factory for the making of 
"3~lct?arc!? Bitters'' and a t  w e  time offered to do something toward the Suild- 
ing of a court house for the county. provided the county seat u-ould be moved 
to  his burg. The people did not seem to take kindly to the proposition and the 
scheme failed for want of cheerful support. -And soon after the Major 
moved all of his buildings and belongings to Mt. Pleasant and became a part 
of the city, erecting a very large hotel on the spot no\\- occupied by the Com- 
mercial block. 

LOOlMIS. 

The village of Loomis \\-as laid out by Erastus G. Loomis. George W. 
11-ise and E. F. Gould Kovember 21, ISTI. and being situated a part on sec- 
tion g and a part on 10. There were platted three hundred and ninety-one 
lots. in thirty-fire blocks. surely a sufficient amount of land platted to  warrant 
a goodsized town. The village thrived for some time and became quite 
notorious as the toughest place in the county. I t  was at first a lumbering and 
saw-mill town. In the early days of the town. it was made up largely of lum- 
her laborers, many of whom \\-ere reckless and disposed to drink and carouse, 
spending all of their earnings in the saloons. Very soon after the mill was 

(22) 
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established one Cady opened a saloon. which was soon followed by one Long 
Tom with another and which proved to be the roughest kind of a place. This 
man dealt out death and destruction in unstinted quantities to all that called. 
I t  soon became a menace to all good government, as well as to the safety 
and good order of the community. For all that. the place grew to be quite a 
\-illage. until the lumbering ceased and the town was forced to  depend upon 
its agricultural resources and then, being new and b ~ ~ t  little land cleared. there 
n a s  not much to support a village and as the mill was closed the laborer 
sought work in other places. The hotel and boarding house closed for want 
of patronage. There is now left only a couple of stores, a postoffice, school 
house and few other concomitants that go with a small community, with good 
railroad facilities. the Pere Narquette running through the center of the 
village. The people can noa live in peace and quietude. The saloon has Iong 
since ceased to annoy the good citizens of the village. and the church and 
school house are steadily repairing the n aste places. 

SHERMAN CITY. 

Sherman City. Cahoon's plat. was laid out September I ,  1 8 7 3 ,  by John 
Cahoon and wife and I n s  located on the north half of the northeast quarter 
of section 6, in the township of Sherman. and consisted of seventeen blocks 
with one hundred and thirty lots. I t  was located on the Chippewa river with 
the principal part on the east side. I t  was a good place to build a city. H e  had 
a mill site. -1 few dwellings were erected, when Johnson & Ellis conceived 
that there was sufficient room and prospects for a larger city than Mr. Cahoon 
had realized. and they platted a part of the south half of the southeast quarter 
of section 31. in Sherman t~wnship,  also a part of the southeast quarter of 
the southwest quarter of section 3 r an:! a part of the northwest quarter of the 
northeast quarter and a part of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter 
o i  section 6, in Snerman township, in aii t\z-enty-four 'uiucks and one h~~i ld red  
and fourteen lots. The puLIic highway was iocared on rhe secrion iine be- 
tween section 31, Coldwater, and section 6. in Sherman. so that the Johnson 
plat had the advantage of being along the highway and equally well situated. 
Everything being equal, it had the greater natural advantage and the village 
gravitated along the section line and most of the business was located there. 
The  town thrived for some years, grew and became the headquarters for that 
portion of the county. Being upon the river, it was a central point for lum- 
bering operations in that portion of the great lumbering district of the north- 
west Chippewa. Thus, xi-hile in its prime the village grew. A hotel mas 

I 
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built, dry goods and grocery stores were opened, hardnare was put in, espe- 
cially building and lumbering hardware supplies. So long as the lumbering 
continued it was a thriving village, but at last the lumberman was seen no more 
on her streets and the logs had ceased to sail down the raging Chippewa on 
the high tide of the spring freshets. The farmer could no longer depend upon 
the men of the camp for his market nor find employment during the winter 
months for himself and his teams, so he \\as forced to change his occupation 
to that of a farmer indeed and to clear up his farm. subdue the soil, put out 
his crops in the spring and reap in the fall. Under the change ~ r o u g h t  by 
conditions beyond the control of the settler. the tonnship has put on a new 
garb: the fields have been cleared of the brush and stumps and there are now 
to be found some of the most fertile fields in the county. some of the finest 
buildings to be seen anywhere in farming countries and the farmer is now 
prosperous to what he \\-as when he depended upon the labor he could secure 
in the lumber camps. The village has reduced some\\-hat its size a i d  some of 
its strenuousness, but those that survived the ordeal are still there and doing 
business. 

DUSHVILLE. 

Dushville is the next t-I be considered. I t  \\.as platted on October 25, 
1876. by IITilliam Wiley Dcsh and embraced the north\\-est quarter of the 
north\\-est quarter of sectio;: i j. in the toi~iisIii11 of F r e m o n ~  consisting of 
fifteen blocks and about one hundred and tn-enty lots. I t  thrived, several 
business buildings were built and sereral good stocks of goods were put in 
and sustained. I t  is situated in a fertile section and good farms are continuous 
to the village. The greatest drawback to its dex-elopment was the cedar 
sxvamp lying along the west side of the place. but that has been graded and 
graveled so that it is now a very good highway and T-ery generally traveled. 
I t  holds its onx  as well as any of the small 1-illages in the county for the 
rcason that they hare some w r y  !h:e a d  substmtial business men, men that 
xyodd be aii lioiloi- to a;;!- burg. 

Blanchard is a village in the southwest part of the county. I t  was laid 
out and platted July 17, 1878. was on the north\\-est quarter of section IS, 
tmnship 13 north, range 6 west. I t  is composed of forty-tn-o blocks and 
about one thousand two hundred lots. I t  was a li~el!- city in its palmy days, 
when lumbering was in full blast. They built sau and shingle mills. \\it11 
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everything that accompanies such an industry. While the lumbering lasted 
the town was very prosperous. There was a Large amount of timber tributary 
to the village and it lasted for quite a number of years. At  last it was ex- 
hausted and then the inhabitants were obliged to turn to agricnlture or move 
to other parts. A sufficient number of merchants and business men remained 
to supply the wants of the community and they now have a bright little village 
and have a very good country about them. 

WINN. 

On November 21, 1885, one Samuel C. Williams laid off a plat consisting 
of eight blocks of eight lots each, it being on the north half of the northeast 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section 15 ,  township 13 north, range j 
west, and being an addition to the village of Dushville, which is now called 
Winn. 

In 188j, when the Ann Arbor railroad'was laid out and built through 
the lands of I. N. Shepherd, west of the village of Salt River. it was thought 
that it would be a proper thing to do to build up a burg between the railroad 
and the old village, so A. W. Wright. I. N. Shepherd, J. ill. Kenter, Sidney 
Clark, E. Gruber, James Campbell, V\i. E. Wessels and John V. Struble platted 
a large tract of land and divided it into some twenty-four blocks and about 
four hundred lots, there being about eighty acres of land on either side of the 
section line between sections 8 and 17 in the township of Coe. 

The result has shown their foresight, as they now have one of the finest 
little villages in the state. The main street has grown up 11-ith firsr-class busi- 
ness houses and with good mills. They hare a fine farming country about 
them, with many of the most prosperous farmers found in the county. Every- 
thing about the burg indicates thrift and prosperity. 

Oscar T .  Brinton, in 1887, platted seventeen and one hundred and forty- 
iour one-thousandths acres cf the southeast quarter of the southeast quarier of 

-- . 
section I j, township 16 north. range G west. lllis piat \\-as aiterward 
vacated. -4gain in 1889. on the 25th day of February. 0 .  T.  Brinton. Joseph 
Gerard. Lewis George, with their wives. platted a portion of the same forty 
acres into four blocks and seventy-two lots. This was first started as a home 
for those that had congregated there to  work at the coal kilns. This part of 
the county was at that time covered largely with hard wood timber. The  
timber was several miles from any market and Mr. Brinton conceived the idea 
of cutting the timber and converting it into charcoal, which at  that time bore 
a good price. The industry was carried on as long as there was any timber 
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that could be reached and be made available. The Pere Marquette railroad 
built a spur from their main line into the village, principally to carry out the 
charcoal and such other commodities as were there to convey. The charcoal 
business lasted for several years, but was finally exhausted and then the little 
village declined until the fzrmers could get a start. A considerable of the 
village went out, but enough were left to form a center of trade in that vicinity. 
and now they have a few business hcuses. The unfortunate feature is that the 
railroad company removed their track and all of their belongings, leaving the 
village without a permanent and substantial market. 

OTHER VILLAGES. 

Deln-in, a small burg Iccated on the Pere Marquette, between Xt. Pleas- 
ant and Coleman, about eight miles out of &It. Pleasant, was platted February 
1 8 ,  1888. and consists of five blocks and forty-four lots. It has a station and 
a few buildings. I t  has a very good country around the place: has good rail- 
road facilities and will grow some as  the country shall develop. 

Rosebush was platted by James L. Bush on the 28th of December. 1 8 s S .  

and was laid off with twelve and thirty-six one-hundredths acres of land on 
the south half of the south half of the southeast quarter of section 10. 
township I j north, range 4 west, and is near the line of the Ann -4rbor rail- 
road and is accommodated by that road. I t  consists of four blocks and fifty- 
four lots. 

Calkinsville is an addition to Rosebush and was platted by Elias B. Cal- 
kins, January 1 2 ,  1 8 9 0 ,  and consists of four blocks and fifty-three lots. This 
is located on the southeast corner of section 1 1 .  township 15 north. range 4 
west. These two places really form but one village. I t  is a good, smart little 
place with a hotel, bank. elevator, hardware and diy goods stores, with all 
other kinds of shops an; places for business. is located in a first-class farming 
country, well improved, and are now awake to the building of good gravel and 
macadam roads, which; with their railroad facilities, will make it an ideal place 
fcr 2 f x z e r  to buy and ho!d farming land. 

Elm Grove addition was piatted Sovember 8, 1 8 9 4 ,  and is laid off in the 
form of outlets, is situated on the west side of the railroad and depot. I t  is 
fine land and may some time become part of the village, but it is probably 
some time in the future. I t  is what its name indicates. elm bottom lands. very 
rich and productive, but not enough as at present to warrant much of a city 
built upon it. 

The village of Weidtnan is another of these burgs that sprung up when 
lumbering was the principal industry in the county. The village was platted 
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September : j, 1894, by J. S. Weidman and E. F. Guild. I t  lies in two town- 
ships, a part in Sherman and a part in Nottaway, on section 18 and the balance 
on section 13 in Sherman. I: consists of some thirty-four blocks. divided into 
about four hundred and fifty lots. There are sufficient lots to warrant a good 
sized village. They hare al~eady a fine nucleus for a considerable of a town. 
They have a good, safe bank, with sel-era1 moneyed men at  their back. Have 
a good flouring mill, elevator and the usual number of thrifty stores. I t  also 
has had to pass through the ordeal of changing from a lumber ton-1-11 to a 
farming village and they have passed the ordeal much better than most of 
them have. The railroad is still there to  give them a good outside market for 
their surplus products and to bring anything they may need from the outside 
world. . 

Bissell's addition to the village of Shepherd was platted by Electa M. 
Bissell. I t  contained sisty-seven and one-quarter acres of the southwest quarter 
of section 9, township 13 north. range 3 west. This was platted in the form 
of outlots. I t  is a good piece of land and if the village of Shepherd shall 
grow very fast. in time this property may be used for building purposes. I t  
seems to be quite a distance from the business portion of Shepherd. 

Lawrence addition to Brinton mas platted by George Lawrence January 
3. 1890, consisting of two blocks of thirty-three lots in all. I t  lies on the 
south side of the principal street in the burg and has its share of business and 
business houses. 

Beal City is another small hamlet of a few houses, store and post office, 
a Catholic church and parochial school. I t  is in the center of one of the very 
hest of farming communities. I t  is settled largely with Germans. a thrifty, 
prosperous and intelligent class. This is one of the places in the count!- that 
you can stand on a raise of ground and count from one spot nine large oral- 
roofed farm barns, a sight that is seldom witnessed anywhere in the state. o r  
in any other state. I t  speaks volumes for their industry and thrift. 

Caidweii is another iittie hamier. the iands soid oit' by metes and bounds. 
I t  is located just east of the Chippewa river on section 7, Deerfieid. It aiso 
has the usual concomitants cf a small village. I t  is away from any general 
thoro~~~hfare ' save  a common highway and is located about ten miles west of 
Mt. Pleasant and about s i s  miles from Weidman. 

Leaton is another of the small places that have sprung up along the Pere 
Marquette railroad, and is lccated about six miies northeast of Mt. Pleasant. 
I t  has a station. stores, a school house tvith two or three churches : has a won- 
derful fine farming country west of them and a fairly good soil on their east. 
I t  is a thriving little place, with good railroad facilities, and nothing but good 
work required to make thein a happy and prosperous people. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

CITY OF MT. PLEASAKT. 

In the summer of 1563, Harvey and George Morton, of Sen-  York. pur- 
chased of David Ward the original plat of ground \\-here tlre village of Mt. 
Pleasant (now city) was located, and caused it to be platted and reccrded, 
which was done in February. 1864. -At that time there \\-ere in buildings the 
old court house; a residence on lot ro of bloci 7 .  built and onmed by Doctor 
Burt, aftern-ayd bought and occupied by IIllliam Preston and family: it is 
still standing: also a house built by Joseph 3liser. built on the block where 
now stands the Fancher block. During the summer and fall of 1863 the 
Mortons built a hotel on the lot 11-here now stands the Donovan hotel. 

The old Morton house \\-as a wooden structure of the style and finish of 
a village hotel of fifty years ago. coilsisting of t\\-enty-txvo rooms, and was of 
sufficient capacity for the wants of the public for some time. I t  n-as run for 
a time by the builder, Harvey Morton, and then, in May, 1864, IVallace [I'. 
Preston rented it and ran it for a time, when John XI. Hursh bought it. He 
condncted it for a time aild then, ahout May. 1865. sold the property to Wal- 
lace W. Preston, who took possession and conducted the hotel business for 
about three years. and then rented it to  David Morse, who run it for about 
two years, when Preston sold it to IVilliam Bamber. H e  conducted the husi- 
ness for a time and then sold to Frank and Mike O'Horo. n h o  ran it until 
1583, when Patrick Donornn purchased the property and conducted it till 
1890, when he commenced the election of a forty-five room brick structure. 
heated with steam and finished in a commodious and attractix-e manner. H e  
finished and opened his ne\\- building in I S ~ I  and is still conducting the busi- 
F.PS~: It i~ the hest situated of any hotel in the city. I t  has k e n  a good pay- 
ing investment. 

The nest  hotel n-as built by Henry Dunton on South Main street, about 
half a block off of Broadway. I t  was first used as a store building. He used 
it as such for  a time and then turned it into a hotel. H e  afterward sold the 
property to John Kicols. This hotel finally burned under peculiar circum- 
stances. I t  had a mortgage upon it, the mortgage was foreclosed and sold by 
the sheriff in the forenootl, and at ten o'clock at night of the same day it xvas 
burned to the ground. 
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Mt. Pleasant commenced her commercial career in an humble way. Henry 
Dunton opened a small store in 1864, run it a short time and then sold it to 
John Kinney. In the summer of 1864 J. C. Groves brought in a small stock 
of goods and also sold to John Kinney. In the winter of 1864-5 Moses Brown 
was running a peddler's wagon; the roads were simply trails through the 
woods, just so one could with great caution and perseverance get along. He 
broke down at Patrick Clary's, on the south line of Union township, and Mr. 
Clary hitched up his ox team and brought Moses out of the wilderness into 
the city. Moses placed his goods in the hotel Morton and proceeded to lay 
the foundation of what was afterward a successful business. Soon after 
Alexander Stevenson built a store and dwelling on North Main street and 
opened up a store of groceries and dry goods. H e  remained in business for a 
number of years and then closed out his business and moved away. Not long 
after Stevenson opened up business he was followed by William N. Harris, 
,about 1866, who rented for a time and then, in 1869, built upon the block 
where the Commercial block now stands. H e  put in a stock of dry goods 
and groceries and continued in business for several years. Soon after Harris 
came, Babbitt & Nelson moved their store building and stock of goods from 
Isabella City to the lot where the Foster furniture and hardware store is now 
located. Then came the Doughty brothers, Wilkinson and Jared H. They 
opened up a store where.the Fancher block now stands, and remained there 
until they were burned out in 1875. In 1876 they built a double store on the 
south side of Broadway, it being of brick and the first brick store in the city. 
Theirs was the first hardware store in the county. They remained in business 
for many years, but when they moved into the new stores divided the business, 
Wilkinson taking the dry goods and Jared the hardware. Jared afterward 
built a three-story building farther east on Broadway, moved out of the store 
on the corner and rented it to Marsh &- Lewis. 

In the fire of 1875 thirteen business houses were destroyed, among them 
the store of Carr & Granger, which was situated at that time on the north 
scde of Broadway, so in 1877 they built their h i c k  store on the south side of 
Broadway and moved their stock of drugs and groceries into their new build- 
ing, and they are still doing business at  the old stand. Carr & Granger and the 
Doughtys are the only parties that have continued in business continuously 
since 1869 and 1871. 

PLATS AND ADDITIONS. 

Business houses and residences kept dropping here and there so that the 
old plat was filling up. and enterprising men thought that it was opportune 
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that additions should be added, and Langdon Bentley, Elisha H. Brooks, F. C. 
Babbett, W. H. Lockwood, Lucius R. Parker, Emily L. Case and John M. 
Hursh platted what is known as the Bentley addition to the village (now city) 
of Mt. Pleasant. This was in December, 1 8 6 7 ,  and comprised a part of the 
southwest quarter of the sovtheast quarter of section 1 5 ,  ton-nship 11 north, 
range 4 west, consisting of 6fteen blocks and eighty-one lots. I t  is today one 
of the best built portions of Mt. Pleasant. July 1 3 .  187;. J. Rufus Smith 
platted twenty-three and one-quarter acres of the southeast quarter of the 
southwest quarter of said section I j, into nine blocks, containing eighty-six 
lots, now known as  Smith's 2dditibn to said city of Mt. Pleasant. This joins 
the old plat on the southwest. This proved to be a judicious proceeding. for 
the reason that it is nearly all built upon. there being scarcely a vacant lot. 

A little later Hon. Samuel W. Hopkins. desiring to better his \\-orlclly 
condition, conceived the idea of adding to his materiai n~ealth a fen more 
shekels, and to add glory in the perpetuation of his name did, ~ i t h  I. E. 

-Arnold, Sarah C. Huntress, C. M. Brooks and E. J. Wiley. on the I 5th day 
of October, 1875, plat a poriion of the south part of the south\vest quarter of 
the southeast quarter of section 15, aforesaid. into what is known as H o p  
kins' addition to said city of Mt. Pleasant. This consisted of six blocks and 
fifty-one lots. This. too, is now all or  nearly all built upon, n-ith many of the 
finest residences in the city. Among those now living on the said piat is Mr. 
Iiopkins, Houard Chattei-toil, of the firm of Chatterto!: 8 Son. Rohert C 
Wardrop, F. J. Thiers. Hon. F. H .  Dodds, Samuel Morrison. 11-hile the city 
was building up on the south, it was also extending east. and on J ~ m e  2 7 ,  

1877, John Kinney platted the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter and 
the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of said section I ;. into thirty- 
one Mocks, having two hundred and fifteen lots. -1 large portion o i  these 
lots are now occupied by residences, among them some of the most costly and 
elaborate of any in the city. I t  contains the quiet part of the city, not dis- 
tarbed bp the presexe of the large numher of normal students that are found 
in closer pioyiziity tt3 the xcrzx! SC~QO! OT? the south side of the city. 

Hall's addition was the nest  to  be added, pIatted by Alexander Ha11 and 
wife March 29, 1880, and was a part of the southeast quarter of the south- 
east quarter of section I ;. aforesaid. I t  consisted of eight blocks and thirty- 
one lots, block eight consisting of but one lot, as that was the location of his 
home where he lived for a great many years. 

Partridge addition lies west of Hall's and is part of the southwest quarter 
of the southeast quarter'of section I; aforesaid, and consists of five blocks 
and is divided into twenty-two lots. I t  was platted by D. Scott Partridge, 
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~ r & k  and Jared Doughty, S. A. and Fred Huntress, S. W. Hopkins. Francis 
L. Brooks and Sarah E. Henderson, April 9, 1880. I t  adjoins Normal avenue 
on the east, and has several residences of the normal professors, among them 
President Grawn, Professor Calkins, Professor Bellis and Bessie Wightman, 
head of the drawing department. 

Bennett's addition was laid out by Cornelius Bennett and wife on May 
5 ,  1882, being the east thirty-three and one-third acres of the north\\-est quar- 
ter of the northeast quarter of section IS. and consisted of slsteen Mocks, 
divided into one hundred ar.d twelve lots. This is pretty \\-ell built up with 
residences and lies jnst east of the grounds of the Pere Marquette railroad. 

July 31. 1884, Thomas J. Fordyce and C. Bennett platted fifteen and 
ninety-two one-hundredths acres of the southeast quarter of the southeast 
quarter of section 10, in township 14 north, range 1 west, into eight blocks. 

- divided into fifty-one lots: some of these hare been built upon, while the rest 
are still vacant. 

John Kinney platted his second addition September I j, 1884, covering a * 
part of the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of said section I j. into 
nine blocks and seventy-two lots. This addition has been partially b ~ ~ i l t  up. 
but there are still some lots suitable for good residences. 

A few houses had been built on the west side of the Chippewa river. 
Leaton & Upton, owning some lands on that side, thought it would be a good 
idea to plat the land and on the 11th day o i  October. 1886. they iaid off a 
part of the northwest quarter of the northivest quarter of section I j, into four 
blocks, containing thirty-six lots. Most of these lots are non- occupied by per- 
manent residents. 

Hopkins & Lyons seem to have been impressed with the same spirit. for 
on the next day, the 12th day of October, they platted a part of the south one- 
half of the north one-half of the southeast quarter of section 16. into txvelre 
blocks and one hundred lots. These are nice. rich garden lands and also good 
residence property. 

So\enYier 3, ISST, Y C U I ~ ~  S; YeJJel pidtteJ d p a l  of (lie ~ o u i h e a ~ t  
quarter of the southeast quarter of section I j. into lots and blocks and kno~vn 
as Young & Veddeis addition to  Mt. Pleasant. There were thirty-two lot? 
in sixlAocks. 

Douglas H. Kelson was the owner of the northeast quarter of the north- 
east quarter of section 22,  within the city limits, and on the 18th day of May, 
rSS8, he platted thirteen and thirty-eight one-hundredths acres of the forty 
into eighty lots and six blocks. A few good houses have been built upon the 
property and the balance is suitable for city property or for  farms. 
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Addition of Stone's outlots were platted by Mary and Celia Heather, in 
connection with Stella G. Leaton, May IS, 1891. I t  consisted of sixteen lots 
on East Broadway, being a part of the north half of the southeast quarter of 
section 14, township 14 north, range 1 west. These lots are quite well built 
up, they are good grounds for gardening and some of them are used for that 
purpose. 

The old gentleman. William Bamber, some years ago, bought and built 
up on a part of the southeast quarter of the south\vest quarter of section I j 

aforesaid, which property afterward came to his son William. who on October 
5 ,  1891, platted his holdings into tn-enty-two lots. Most, if not all, has been . 

sold and largely built upon. 
The next addition was that of Martins, which was a part of the north 

half of the northeast quarter of section 22, kilo\\-n as the Hursh farm. it 
being the first piece of land settled upon in the township. The People's Sar- 
ings Bank, by its president, Henry Dittman, and its secretary. John F. Ryan. 
executed the plat on the z ~ s t  day of March, 1892. There were tn-enty-two 
lots. I t  is we11 located and has a number o i  good residences upon it. 

College Hill addition was added about the same time, consisting of two 
blocks, and being also a part of the old John M. Hursh farm. This was 

platted May 26, 1892, is a fine level piece of ground, and largely built over, 
being. in close proximity to the normal school. where large numbers of 
students find Tooms and board. 

Bennett & Burrows added another plat to the city June 2-3, 1892, con- 
sisting of sixty-eight lots in eight blocks, and being a part of the northwest 
quarter of the southwest quarter of section 14. and lying on East Broadway. 
The  soil is good for gardening as well as for building purposes. 

John W. Hance was the next to seek his fortune by laying out an 
addition to  the city. This time it was on the southeast part of the city, and 
was a part of the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of section 22. 
in sak! township. On the 3d of October. 1892, Hance and IV. IV. Preston 
perfected the plat. comisting of fifty-fire lots in three blocks. This plat is 
also near the normal school buildings. is of good soil and is building up as 
fast as codd be expected. 

The Mt. Pleasant Improvement Company was formed in the year. 18ge 
for the purpose of building e normal school building and equipping the same 
to  be used for the purpose of conducting a nonnal school. especially to  pre- 
pare teachers for  teaching in the rural schools of the state. X part of the 
01-d John M. Hursh farni \\-as secured and divided into lots and blocks, being 
platted December 21. 189'2. There \\-ere t\\-o hundred and seventeen lots 
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and twelve blocks. Ten acres of the said ground were laid out in one block 
and donated to the normal school. The school building was built upon 
that block, which was numbered on the plat as block 10. The school building 
was placed upon this block. the balance of the block and a considerable 
portion of the plat in fact was and still is covered with native hardwood 
timber and is as fine a park in- its natural state as can be found in the 
state. More will be said about the normal school under a separate head. 

On December 27, 1892, Moses Brown laid off into lots and blocks a 
part of the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section 14, in town- 
ship 14 north, range 4 west, there being sixty-eight lots in four blocks. There 
is also in :his plat a part of the south half of the northwest quarter of the 
northwest quarter of said section 14. This is also good iarming land. I t  
was built up some and the rest is used for farming purposes. 

October 16, 1893, Edward S. Crowley and wife platted two pieces of 
land. one addition to  Mt. Pleasant and the other in outlots, the lands being 
a part of the north half of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter and 
the other a part of the north half of the northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 2 3 ,  township 14 north, range 4 west. 

John F. Ryan, in April. 1 8 9 6 ,  laid out the east third of the southeast 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section 14 aforesaid, into two blocks. 

Lea's addition was added in 1898, being the north half of the south 
half of the northeast quarter of section 16, and divided the same into twelve 
lots. Not many of these have yet been built upon. 

John Kinney and Dr. Peter E. Richmond, in July, 1904, platted the 
northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of section I j, into seven blocks; 
this was so recent that not much has been done upon the add,ition. 

In 1894 and 1 8 9 5 ,  the then Commercial Bank platted what was called 
-South Mt. Pleasant and an addition to South Mt. Pleasant. being a part of 
the southwest quarter of section 27. and being located about two miles south 
of the center of the city of  ivit. Pieasant. it is so i a r  from the city that it 
has not met the hopes and anticipations of the founders. It has one redeem- 
ing quality-it is good land and can be utilized for farming purposes by its 
founders, and as the bank has busted, it makes a good place for the officers 
to retire and reflect upon the uncertainties of life. 

EARLY BUSINESS HOUSES. 

Dennis Ryan commenced the grocery business in Mt. Pleasant on South 
Main street in the year 1878 and continued for a time, when he was burned 
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out, which occurred April I ,  1885. H e  then bought a building which was 
being constructed on South Main street. This he finished and finally moved 
into it, where he remained doing a goo& business until 1889, when he was 
elected county treasurer and went out of the grocery business. 

B. Grossefent commenced business for himself in 1902 in the confec- 
tionery and bakery business. H e  continued in that business about one year 
and then added grocei-ies and has been engaged in that ever since. H e  is 
having a good run of trade and has bought the building that he occupies as 
a grocery and the one adjoining, so that he is very nicely situated. 

In the year 1870 H. H. Graves came, in the government employ, to 
Isabella City and finally located there for a time. Soon after he came, Maj. 
J. W. Long was sent up by the government to designate the Indians as to 
their competency and he, too. finally settled there. H e  built a store build- 
ing which was occupied by Crane & Gilman as a general dry goods store. 
They remained there until 1874 and then moved t o  Mt. Pleasant with their 
families and stock of goods and remained here for some time. 

The Major also bought a piece of land on the east side of the river at 
Isabella and built a store there and Long & Westlake opened a drug store 
which they carried on for a tinze there and then moved to Mt. Pleasant, 
\\-here they went into business. The Major finally took down his store 
buildings and mox-ed them to Mt. Pleasaiit, having secured the lot where 
the Commercia! Bank 11lock non- stands and put them on the lot, one on the 
east side of the lot, which n-as occupied by Angel1 & Wood. and Long & 
\Vestlake put their stock of drugs in the west one, next to the Carr & 
Granger lot. 

These buildings were moved to Mt. Pleasant in 1874 and the Uajor 
had also bought the lot that Doctor Richmond's office is on and had built a 
dwelling house there for his family. There being a necessity for a court room, 
the Major conceived the idea of taking his two stores. reinoving the roof of 
each facing each other and then putting up rafters that should reach from the 
peak of each to a peak common to both so as to cover the space between the 
two stores and thus make another store and also have a number of rooms 
in the second and third stories and this was done and completed and turned 
into a hotel called the St. James, which remained there until the fire which 
destroyed the St. James hotel. about 1882, after which, about 1885, the 
Major sold out and moved away. The burning of the St. James hotel caused 
some changes to be made. as Thomas McKamara was occuping one of the 
stores and Fred Pferdsteller another. XcKamara removed to the Tunis 
IY. Swart store, on the southeast corner of block 16. \\-here Swart had, in . 
1879. built a brick store building. 
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A b u t  188j the principal men and firms in business in Mt. Pleasant 
were Carr & Granger, in the drug and grocery business; in dry goods, John 
Maxwell, E. E. Wood. A. E. Chatterton, E. A. & W. E. Ward; in staple and 
fancy groceries, D. H. Gilman. VC7. S. Hunt, D. Ryan, E. G. Curtis, F. L. 
Davis &. Company, and Kane Bros.; in dry goods. boots and shoes were T. 
McNamara. H. M. Angel! and IV. Doughty; strictly boots and shoes, W. H. 
Yerrick and Alex Hall; in jewelry were C. H. Thompson and Dm. Switzer; 
in hardware, L. K. Smith, 5. H. Doughty and George Falkner & Company. 
The hotels at that time were the Bennett house, built in 1883 by Cornelius 
Bennett and run by F. A. Stebbins and Marvin Richardson; the Bamber 
house, at  the corner of Main and Broadway streets; the Peninsular house, 
operated by J. N. Vancise; the Union hotel, by M. S. Garvin, and the 
Exchange hotel, by Linus D. Estee; the Bamber house, conducted by Pat- 
rick Donovan, who built the present Donovan house in 1890. And, by the 
way, he is the only landlord now in business who was in the hotel business 
in 1885. All of the rest are away and out of business and most of them are 
now deceased. 

Of the drug men.in business in 1885 there is now \V. W. Cox and Gran- 
ger. Charles Westlake run the city drug store in the early eighties and 
McQueen & Ralph the Main Street drug store. They, too, are out of the 
business. 

At that time J. E. Wilcos and Fred Pterdsteller were in the furniture 
and undertaking business. The millinery business was represented by Mrs. 
C. Kimball, 0 .  S. Stanton ,?nd Ruth M. Davis. For clothing we had Sam 
May, and he is here still and in the.same business; Wadhams & Farrell and 
Frank F. Foster, both of the last gone. Russell & Whitney were in the insur- 
ance work. and in real estate \\-ere Hopkins & Lyons, Hance & Devereaux, 

. Bro\w & Leaton, A. B. Upton and TY. I. Cutler. V. F. Conlogue was the 
lone dealer in agricultural implements and in farm wagons and buggies. The 
dentists at that time were Dr. G. A. Goodseii and J. B. Van Fossen. Of 
liveries, we had George hicDonald anci j\:hitney Brothers, with \-. I;. Brown. 

About these days, Proc 8 Bamber were running a foundry and planing 
mill, which has long since gone out of conlmission. F. E. Prince & Com- 
pany had a hoop and novelty mill and \\-ere doing a good business. That, 
too, has gone. and Fred has gone to Texas. \\-here he has made a small for- 
tune. 

Mt. Pleasant at that time boasted of a novelty works owned and oper- 
ated by Charles Jeffords and Charles C. Whitney. They manufactured doors, 
sash. blinds and did scroll sawing and ornamental work. 
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The city of Mt. Pleasant has had a slow and steady growth. After the 
great fire of 1875, which destroyed nearly every business house in the city, 
the parties losing their property by the incendiary fire did not lose courage. 
Although but few of them had any insurance, still they went to work with 
a will and some of the burned district was rebuilt with brick. The Doughty 
Brothers built a double store of brick two stories high in 1876 and what gave 
them additional courage \\-as the building of the then new court house. which is 
still standing. I n  1877 Carr & Granger built a large two-story brick store 
which they soon thereafter occupied with their grocery and drug store and are 
still at  the old stand, except that Mr. Carr was removed by death about the 
27th day of ~ecember ,  1910. In  the year 1S77 the Fancher brick block 
\\-as erected on the southwest corner of block IS. I t  is a two-story building, 
intended for two stores and ~ ~ i t h  ofices in the second story. 

The east half was fitted for a hard\\-are store and n-as rented to L. G. 
Smith. a hardware merchant. who remained in it for seventeen years. Then 
he built in 1894 on South Main street u-here he continued in -business for  
several years, n-hen he sold the stock to Frank B. Clark. who remained for a 
time and then Clark purchased the hardware stock of Jared H. Doughty and 
rented the Doughty hardware store and moved in, combining both stocks. 
Clark continued the business for some years. when he sold his stock of 
hardware and business to  Johnson Sr Harper. They continued for a time 
aiid then Johnson bought out Harper and is still conducting the business. 
Smith has retired from active business. but still o\ms his store and i t  is 
now rented to a clothing firm. 

One of the first of our merchants was Francis C. Babbitt. He came to 
Isabella City at first and when the Ind,ians first settled there. H e  mas from 
Cleveland, Ohio. Starting with a very small capital, by sax-ing, and prudent 
management and the full trade of the Indians for sereral years, he was able 
to amass quite a competency. H e  remained for a few years at the milis and 
then moved his buildings and business to Mt. Pleasant and established him- 
self ir? the northeast corner of hlock r6. where the firm of Babbitt & Kelson 
continued in business until the death of Mr. Babbitt about 187j. About 
Xusst 31. 1897, the building and lot was sold by Nelson to the Foster 
Furniture and Hardn-are Company and they took possession and commenced 
to  improve and beautify the property preparatory to putting in a new stock 
of goods. which. as soon as it was completed, were put in and they com- 
menced an active and very profitable business and kept it up for a long time 
and until a disastrous fir€ overtook them in June. Igoj, destroying the build- 
ing and injuring many of the goods. _$s soon 2s the insurance matters were 



3j2  ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

adjusted they commenced the erection of a fine three-story brick building, 
which was finally completed about December 9, 1905, and they moved in 
with a fine stock and have been doing business ever since. They now have 
one of the best comers for business in the city and one of the finest store 
buildings and they are doing a nice and safe business. With their furniture 
and hardware, they have conducted an undertaking establishment and have 
done a handsome business in that department. 

Another old firm was that of Doughty Brothers, who came about 1869 
and opened a hardware business on the southwest comer of block 13, where 
the Fancher block now stands. They continued in business there until the 
fire of 18 j j ,  when they, with others. were burned out. They then bought 
some lots on the south side of Broadway, opposite where they had been in 
business, and in 1876.they con~pleted a double store of brick and two stories 
high with basement. They then divided their stock. Jared H.  Doughty taking 
the hardware and Wilkinson Doughty taking the dry goods, he drawing the 
east store, where he continued in business up  to the time of his death, which 
occurred on February j. 1909. a ~ d  after his death his son, Ralph Doughty, 
continued to carry on the business and is still at his post waiting upon his 
customers as of yore. They have always been considered a good and reliable 
business house, and have in the time they have been in business done a very 
extensive amount of trade and today Ralph is enjoying his full share of 
patronage of the city and country. 

Jared H. Doughty took the west and corner store and continued his hard- 
ware business for a number of years and then, finding his quarters too small 
for the business, he. in the year 1883. purchased a lot just east and adjoining 
Carr & Granger and built a three-story building of brick and adapted i t  espe- 
cially for the hardware business. -4s soon as it was completed he moved his 
stock into it and continued to carry on the business until he sold his stock 
to F. B. Clark and rented the store building to him. Mr. Doughty was a 
constant m= i~ business, was a!ways at his post and did a fine business all 
~f thc  >-cars hc was s3 engage:! 2 n d  is n c x  er,jc&- the h i t s  cf his !&r 
and care. which he is justly entitled to. The business when sold to Clark was 
a union of the L. K. Smith stock and the Doughty stock. Clark continued 
in the business for a time and then sold to Johnson & Harper and then Johnson 
took over the Harper interest and is still conducting the business. 

Alexander Stevenson came September 17, 1867, and built a store and 
dwelling combined directly apposite and west of the court house and put in 
a stock of groceries and some dmry goods. H e  continued for a number of 
years and then closed out and went t o ' ~ n n  Arbor, where his children were 
then in school. and finally died there. 
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William N. Harris was an early merchant here, locating in the city 
about January, 1866. He rented a store on the southwest corner of block 
13, Mt. Pleasant, and opened a dry goods and grocery store. He remained 
there for about three years and then built a store on the northeast corner of 
lot 4, block 17, and moved over there. He continued doing business as 
before and remained several years, when he closed out and moved' to British 
Columbia, where he died and was brought back to Mt. Pleasant for burial. 

Moses Brown was another venturesome individual who commenced 
business in an early day, as noted above. Aiter he made his start he pros- 
pered and carried on a lively and paying business. He changed locations 
several times and finally, with Mr. Balmer, built what was for some years 
known as the Brown block, located on the northwest comer of block 24, Mt. 
Pleasant, a three-story building of brick, well constructed, but at the time 
too far from the center of business in the city and, times being dull, there 
was not much to invite a change to that particular place, so that it did not 
prove to be as good an investment as they had expected and after a time the 
property was disposed of and Mr. Brown went out of inercailtile business. 
He had invested somewhat in real estate and laid out an addition to Mt. 
Pleasant known as M. Brown's addition. He built a brick dwelling house 
upon a part of his addition where he made his home up to the time of his 
death, which occurred April 8, 1907. 

Worden 8 Gavitt came to Mt. Pleasant from Ohio about 1867 or 
1868 and erected a building on the north side of Broadway, on block 13, for 
a drug store. They commenced business in that line and continued the same 
until 1871, when they sold the store and stock of drugs to F. TY. Carr. They 
remained but a short time and then went back to Ohio. 

Mr. Carr having bought and entered upon the business, soon thereafter 
George Granger took an interest in the business and the firm name was 
Carr & Granger and has remained so ever since. They remained in the first 
building until the great fire of 1875, when they, with the rest of us, were 
burned out. Thev commenced immediately to rebuild and in sixty-six days 
they moved into the new building. This was a wooden building two stories 
high. They remained in this store while they were building the one they now 
occupy, which they commenced soon after the fire and continued at it until 
1877, when it was completed and they moved from the wooden building to 
the brick and have been there ever since. They have been very ~ L I S ~  men and 
have done a very large business in the retail of drugs and medicines and 
also of groceries, carrying atztirnes thirty thousand to forty thousand dollars 
worth of stock and doing at times a large wholesale business. 

(23) 
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Mr. Carr died very suddenly on the 27th day of December, 1910, and since 
- that  time Mr. Granger has gone on with the business. It is a great load on 
Mr. Granger and as he has richly earned a rest he is reducing the stock w i ~  
an idea, we understand, that as soon as it can be done with proper regard 
to all concerned the business will be closed up and Mr. Granger will take 
a long-needed rest from the active business of a store and spend more time 
on his farms and with his fat cattle and occasionally take a stroll up the river 
where the trout are always pleased to see him and seldom refuse to nibble 
at the tempting bait that he casts before them. He has a competency and 
as there is no need of his further spending his time over the books of a 
store he ought, in justice to  himself and his family, save his strength and 
take especial care of his health. 

I n  1875 the Fancher store was burned with the rest. In.-1877 he built 
a double brick building suitable for two stores and offices above. As before 
stated, L. K. Smith occupied the east portion for seventeen years as a hard- 
ware store. The west store was rented November I ,  1877, to  Angel & Wood 
to be occupied as a dry goods store. They continued in the business until 
November I, 1881. I t  was afterward rented for a time to E. Angel and 
he continued for some time and after he went out then Alpern 8i Company 
took possession and remained for  some time. when S. J. Harrison went in 
with a stock of dry goods and ran the business for some time and then went 
east to Xew I-ork state; after which Seimer Sr Co~npan?; \tent in and 
remained for some time. doing a large business. \\-hen he concluded that he 
ought to be in a larger city and moved to Toledo, Ohio. In 1901. when Seit- 
ner moved avay, it was rented t o  F. D. Gral-es for a racket store and he 
continued in that for  a time, when he sold to the Wattermans. Watterman 

.had taken the east store, having bought out the stock of Mr. Zank, the firm 
being then Watterman & Hagan Company. Limited. This firm continued 

:in business at that place until February I j. 1903. when the Wattermans 
bought out F. 9. Graces aiid :?icy took psession of t!:e xest  store znc! have 

continueJ in that store e w r  &icc a i d  are siiE o~cupyiiig it. The :TTatteiiiizn 
Brothers have since enlarged their business to such an extent as t o  require 
more room and when the Kennedy Brothers a n d  Patrick Leahy vacated the 

.two one-story buildings north of  the Fancher block they rented those and 
added to their business to correspond to the extra room. 

This change was made about November, 1907. They continued for a 
time in this way clntil they and the Hagan Company each of them desired 
more room and neither desired to  relinquish what they had, but finally Mr. 
Hagan. seeing no prospect of obtaining more room where he was, bought a 
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double lot across the street and in 1910 built a fine double store of modern 
style and finish and about the 15th of last October moved his stock ot goods 
to his new quarters. -As soon as he moved out the Watterman Brothers took 
possession of that store also and commenced to remodel it to suit their 
purposes and are now running a large department store of many kinds of 
articles such as are generallv found In such a store. They are all good work- 
ers, attend strictly to busmess and are doing an excellent business and are 
reaping their reward in an advanced patronage. They are introducing sev- 
eral new lines in t h e r  now extensne stock, whlch has already an extensive 
varlety. When they have all of their lines in place they will have a model 
store and one where all can get a fair deal and their money's worth. 

Mr. Hagan started in w ~ t h  Mr Watterman, as above mentioned, and 
contmued In that name u n t ~ l  IZ'atterman bought out Graves and then Hagan 
took in Mr. Proud and the firm \\.as Hagan & Proud. This continued until 
about the first of January, 1906, nhen Mr. Proud nent  out of the firm and 
Mr  Hagan ran the busmess alone. H e  continued until about January, IW, 

when the business \\as taken ox er by Hagan & Company, a joint stock com- 
pany nit11 ten thousand dollars capital, all pald in. This organization is 
still conductmg the bus~ness and in their new store they surely have a fine 
shon and are doing a clever busmess and displaying a fine line of goods. 
'I hey are progressl\ e and n ill surely. n lth thelr ad\ antages of a fine store 
and good location, leap a good 7-enzrd  fro^ their business 

Away back. about 1877. \V. S. Hunt and his mother-in-law. Mrs. Mary 
M Hen~on. came to Mt Pleasant and purchased each of them a business 
lot where the Kane Brothers are non located The? each built a building 
for business and Hunt started In the grocery busmess. H e  was a bright and 
alert individual and \e r j  eager to do busmess. H e  kept a good stock of 
goods and \ \as alert to keep the best and freshest In the market H e  pros- 
pered and some time after built a fine brlck dwellmg, the one where John 
NefF now lives ,-2fter a n h ~ l e  and about 1879, he purchased another build- 
;ng In+ pnd 1 ~ i ; l t  f i l e  hi-icli <tore no\\- ouned hy Mrs XcNutt and occu~led 
by her brother, Mr. Harris as a baker). Mr. Hunt, after building his brick 
store, moved h ~ s  stock of grocenes ~ n t o  the new budding and continued in 
the business untd about 1883. \\hen he sold his stock of grocerm to  Chatter- 
tons and the buildlng to Gruner. n h o  established a bakery there and con- 
tinued it up to the time of his death and after that his widom continued in 
the busmess up to 1909. \\hen she turned the busmess over to her brother. 
Ralph Harris, n ho is still running the b~~siness. I t  has  be^ a&e":hsidess 
and a fine place.for the business. 
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In 1883 the Kane Brothers came to Mt. pleasant to start in business 
and bought the Henion building and also the east building formerly owned 
by W. S. Hunt, he having sold the property and Mrs. R. S. Johnson then 
owning it. The Kane Brothers started in the grocery business and con- 
tinued in that for the space of eighteen years, doing a good and profitable 
business. Then they sold out the groceries and opened up a boot and shoe 
store. In ~ g o z  they concluded to build a brick block and entered upon the 
work. Having completed that, they then moved their stock of clothing into 
the new building and also opened up a clothing department and have since 
that time continued to handle both departments and with eminent success. 
They are reliable and steady workers, always accommodating and anxious 
to please and satisfy their customers. They have done a handsome business 
and have built up a good and substantial trade and stand today among the 
strong men of business. They have made good money and today are on 
easy street. 

Palmer & Taggart. druggists, started in business together on December 
20, 1902, in the building where they are now located on East Broadsway, north 
side, and have continued and are always at their place of business. Palmer 
had been employed for about eight and one-half years with Carr & Granger 
just before he started in the present enterprise and Taggart had been in the 
drug business for himself in the city of Olivet for some six years before 
coming to Mt. Pleasant. 

Mr. Palmer is at present city treasurer and has held that office for some 
time. They are attentive to business and are doing a good business. They 
do not carry a large stock. but are credited with having good fresh drdgs and 
medicines, and as being honest and competent in their deals. 

Will Lewis, the clothier, is the next on the street east in the clothing 
business. He started in Mt. Pleasant twenty-eight years ago clerking for 
Thomas McNamara and continued with him for six years, when he formed 
a partnership with Lew Marsh and they together bought wit the c1o:hiiig 
stock of Frank Foster, who was then in business here and had been for some 
time and was then located in the Hance & Deveraux block on the north side 
of East Broadway street. They remained at the same stand for some six 
years and then bought the J. H. Doughty store on the south side of Broadway 
and moved their stock of clothing into that building. There they remained 
until March 8, 1908, when they sold the buildings to the Exchange Savings 
Bank and the firm then dissolved, dividing their profits and the business and 
each went their way. 

Mr. Lewis took a short rest and then opened another gents' clothing 
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and furnishing store where he is now located in the Dusenbury Mock on the 
north side of Broadway and is having a fine trade and doing a splendid 
business and following the old plan of a fair deal with all who come. 

Mr. Marsh, after a short rest, rented the John Neff building on South 
Main street and put in an up-to-date stock of clothing and gents' supplies, 
put in new and upto-date fixtures and furniture and is doing a very satisfac- 
tory business. H e  has been in the city for a long time until everybody knows 
him, as he clerked for Foster for a long time before he and Lewis bought him 
out in about 1889. 

W. W. CGX, the druggist, is located in the Deveraux block on the north 
side of Broadway street. He is one of the ancient business men of the town, 
having started in business here in 1884. He started on the south side of East 
Broadway and was there two years when he moved to his present quarters. 
H e  is a good, reliable and substantial druggist and business man, attends 
strictly to business and has made a success of it. You will always find him 
at his post ready to wait upon his customers, keeps a good stock and pleases 
his customers, and what more can anyone do. 

The Normal Drug and Book Company is an organization formed a 
few years ago as a successor of the Fox & Thiers and afterward the Thiers 
drug and book store. Fox came here and located in 1895 and Thiers fol- 
lowed the next year and they were together until 1898, when Fox went out 
of the fin11 and moved to the north. F. G. Thiers then coiltinued the business 
up to 1907, when he and others formed a stock company of the business and 
it has continued in this form up to the present time. Mr. Cowdrey & Row- 
lader are the principals in charge of the busmess and have been fcr some 
time, as Mr. Thiers has been interested in other classes of business, being 
connected with the Isabella County State Bank and dealing in real estate and 
loaning money on his own account, so that Cowdrey & Rowlader are now in 
charge of the business and are well adapted to it. They are punctual and well 
inforined in that c!zss of ::.erk 2nd seek to sztisfy z!! c~stomers and aye surely 
mding a success. Their stock is fn!! and mmp!ete i:: ?xt!: d x g s  222 bccks, 
also stationery-in fact as to all that is expected to be found in such an estab- 
lishment. 

Continuing east on Broadway, we come to another of the old estab- 
lished and well respected boot and shoe firms, Henry Diittman & Son. Henry 
Diittman started in business some twenty-eight years ago on the south side 
of East Broadway in the stand where Alex Hall was located. He remained 
there one year and then bought a wooden building where he is now and 
moved into that. This was in 1883. He continued in business at  this place 
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until the-fire of 1894, which burned his building. They immediately corn; 
menced to rebuild with brick and, soon haa a fine brick store completed and 
moved into it and have remained there, one of the reliable dealers in boots 
and shoes. In I ~ O L  the business was taken over by H. Diittman & Son, the 
son being Edward Diittman. This is the present form of the firm. They 
surkly ge< their share of the business and are as surely entitled' to it, as they 
are considered as one of the most reliable of business firms. They cany 

a large stock from which their customers may select. They are reasonable 
in charges and rellable In recommendations. They intend to furnish you with 
just what you want and at a fair price and in all things be square and upright 
in their deals. 

Sam May, the clothier. is another of the solid men of the city. He has 
been in Mt. Pleasant over thirty years and in business all of the time. He 
is very attentive to his business and ready at all times to meet you at the door 
and sho~v what he has for sale. H e  will treat you as a gentleman and give 
you the worth of your money. He came when he had to come by stage from 
St. Louis to Mt. Pleasant. Sam has some knowledge of pioneer life as well 
as mercantile business, having had long experience in both. 

Frank A. Sweeney came to Isabella county some thirty-eight years ago 
when the country was wild and not much settled. He had the pleasure of 
coming on foot from St. Louis to Salt River and there he secured an old 
gray horse to help in the balance of the journey. His mission nas looking 
land and timber, which he followed for some time and then. in 1881. 
he concluded to enter the mercantile business at Mt. Pleasant and located on 
the spot where he is now doing business. He put up what then seemed to him 
to be of sufficient capacity for \\-hat he expected to do, but after being in busi- 
ness for a time he saw that he needed more room and in 1897 he remodeled 
and enlarged his building. His business has been general groceries and with 
that he has an elevator and handles beans and seeds. He has had a good 
business in his store and eievator and has aiso deair some in real estare and 
timber and lumber and, bemg a genlai. happy and conzpanlonabIe feliom, has 
occasionally united business and politics and is now enjoying the honor of 
being one of the aldermen of the first ward of the city. 

P. Cory Taylor, the druggist, settled in Mt. Pleasant on September 11, 
1888. He came from Wiiliamston, Mich~gan, and. with his brother, started 
in the drug business on the spot where Keenan & Son are now located on 
the west side of South Main street. They remained there until November of 
that year and then moved north on that street to the store where Minto 
Woodruff Company are located, next to Foster's furniture block. There 
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they carried on the business for one and one-half years and then P. Cory 
bought out his brother and continued the business. He was in all fifteen 
years in the Nelson build'ing and then moved to the Jacob Neff building, 
remained there six years and then, when the Exchange Savings Bank changed 
location, they fixed up their vacant bank building into a modem store build- 
ing and Mr. Taylor took possession of that and is still occupying it. H e  car- 
ries a large stock of drugs and medicine, wall paper, books and stationery, 
school supplies, kodaks and phonographs and other things too numerous to 
mention. He is doing a large and prosperous business, gives good satisfac- 
tion and is considered one of the stailch merchants of the city. 

On the same street and on the same side of the street is located Johnson 
Brothers' shoe and clothing store. John H.  Johnson and James P. Johnson 
came to the county about 1883 and \\-ere employed in lumbering, which they 
followed until about 1893. when they built a store on the west side of South 
Main street and in 1894 put in a stock of shoes, both ladies and men's wear, 
and followed that for eight years. when they added men's clothing and furnish- 
ings and have continued the same from that time. They have made a success 
and are doing a capital business, making money for themselves and doing 
good to others. They have a large and convenient store, two stories and a 
basement, all occupied by themselves and whoever calls on them will be nicely 
treated and surely made better and happier. 

john &I. I<eiineq- Sz Soii are ano~her of the prosperous firms of the cit! 
They have been in business for the past eighteen or  nineteen years and are 
carrying a large stock of groceries, dry goods, clothing and shoes-in fact, a 
general assortment of almost anything in that line that you may xant  Mr. 
Kenney carried on the business alone until about ten years ago and then his 
son Mike became a partner in the business. They are carrying on a very 
large and lucrative business and probably have as many customers as any 
in the tomn. They are rushing all the time to  keep up with the trade, are 
ge-er?era!!y !iked and are bound to succeed if fair dealing will do it. and it surely 
Ti!!. 

Keenan & Son commenced business in Mt. Pleasant in 1893 in the line 
of meats and canned goods. They built their brick block in that year and 
continued the business. Their store is a two-story and basement building, 
with all of the appliances for the meat market business. After continuing in 
that line, they then added groceries, so that for some years past they have 
been carrying both these lines and have made a success of the business. They 
are good business men and look after their affairs personally. When you g o  
to the store and ask for any article that they have for sale you may be quite 
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sure that you get what you call for and will at  all times be nicely treated so 
long as you appreciate the favor and return the compliment. 

Jesse Struble also has a meat market on the same street which is located in 
the L. N. Smith building which has been fitted up so as to be a model market 
building. He opened his business during the last year and is carrying on a 
good and satisfactory market. He has been for years a dealer in cattle and 
other fat animals and is a good judge of all kinds of meat and can furnish you 
anything that your appetite may crave. Although he has been but a short 
time in this particular line, he is doing a very satisfactory business and giving 
good satisfaction. 

On the corner of South Main and Michigan streets, in the McNamara 
building, is located the firm of Pappas & Terkos, Greeks, who are engaged in 
the candy business and run a soda fountain in connection, also nuke and dis- 
pense ice cream, a11 of their own make. Their fountain is of the latest style 
and make, being the 191 I style. I t  manufactures its own ice, so that they do 
not have to depend upon the city ice. I t  is really a very nice, commodious 
and up-to-date piece of work and in warm weather will no doubt be an at- 
tractive and wholesome portion of their business. They are experts in 
making candies and are doing a fine business and say they are here to  stay. 
l ' lxy purchased the business of Patterson Brothers in October, 1908. Pat- 
terson Brothers were here some four or five years and had made a very good 
settiement, \\-her, they sold out and removed from the city. 

On the opposite side of South Main street, and south of Michigan street, 
is located one of the principal milliners, Mrs. Ella Fishley. She located in 
Mt. Pleasant something over a year ago. coming from the village of Clare. 
She carries a good stock of millinery supplies and is doing a good business, 
considering the time that she has been in the city. She is bright and alert in 
her business, gives good satisfaction and her trade is increasing to her great 
satisfaction and that of her customers. 

Thomas Dnugherty. the music man. has been in the city for some 
tx-enty-f;.\,e years 2r.d has all of the time k e n  in the music trade in some form. 
He started in a small store just north of the Donovan hotel and remained 
there for two or three years and then moved tc  the building that McMillan 
now occupies on South Main for a coal office. There he remained some five 
years and then moved to a store just north of the Fancher block where he 
remained about a year 2nd then went back to the Welsh store, which he 
bought. He remained $here two years and then sold the store to Sam Cover- 
stone and moved' into the second story of the Neff building, where he 
remained for a year and then moved back to the old stand north of the Dono- 
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van hotel, where he remained for five years and then moved to his present 
quarters in the Doctor McEnte brick store, just south of Michigan street. 
Here he is now snugly located and doing a large business. He has not been 
asleep, for if he had been he couldn't have moved so often. but it seems that 
he is like the boy's snowball. that every time it rolls over it adds one more 
layer of material; so with Tom-he just accurnvlates and now has everything 
you want in the music line from a jew's-harp to a piano and it will surprise 
you to go into his place of business and see all that he has and the splendid 
bargains you can make with him. He has guitars, mandolins, violins, organs, 
pianos, phonographs, both Victor and Edison, sewing machines, a cart load of 
records, sheet music till you can't rest-in fact, it would be easier to give a 
list of what he hasn't got than of what he has. And he runs the United States 
Express besides. Now just give him a call and see if he doesn't make you 
happy, and if he can make a little out of you he will be happy also. 

Martin Welsh is another groceryman that has been here for some time. 
He came to Mt. Pleasant about twenty-four years ago, clerked for a time for 
Dennis Ryan and then bought a new stock of groceries and went into busi- 
ness for himself and has continued in that ever since. About five or six years 
ago he moved into the brick building where he is at present and has continued 
there, doing a fine business and one that is steadily increasing in volume and 
in profits. He keeps a good class of goods and giws general satisfaction to 
his customers. 

The next one on that side of the street 1s that of Morrison & Dains. 
They have the honor now of being the oldest firm in continuous business in 
Mt. Pleasant. A few weeks ago it was Carr & Granger, but on the death of 
F. W. Carr they, ranking second, became first. Mr. Morrison came into the 
city in 1871, when the place was very small, and went into the lumber and 
shingle business and has been an active business factor ever since. If any one 
can tell what he hasn't been into that is legitimate, we should be glad to note 
it. He was for himself for some time and then took in a partner. Mr. Dains, 
about twenty-six years ago. They have handied reai estare, mortgages, nE 
kinds of lumber and shingles, driven logs on the river, clerked, run an agricui- 
turd implement store, bought out all kinds of broken and bankrupt stocks, 
sold bicycles, run a repair shop for the past twenty years. had a garage for 
the past sixteen years, sold automobiles for several years, and bought a brick 
store building in 1894 where they are now in business. Sam has acted as 
under sheriff for a time and may be considered as an all-round man of busi- 
ness. The only way that we,can account for his versatility in business is that 
he was born on the banks of the Kennebec river. in Bath, Maine, and if we 
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were sure that he would not object we wouId say in the year of our Lord 
1846. They are successful operators and have the ready money always to 
take any goad thing found laying around. They are good citizens and are 
entitled to all of the prosperity that they enjoy. Mr. Dains, desiring to keep 
abreast the times and the ambitions of his partner, accepted the position of 
under sheriff last winter and is now enjoying that distinction. 

Daniel Anderson was in the grocery and shoe business commencing in 
1884. The first firm was Anderson & McLellan, who occupied the present 
,4xderson block on South Main street. The company continued for about two 
years and then Anderson bought out his partner and for fourteen years con- 
tinued the business alone. He then sold his boots and shoes to Morrison & 
Dains and the groceries to Will Hapner. Hapner continued in the business 
for some two years and then sold the stock and it was removed out of the 
city. Mr. Anderson remained for a couple of years in Mt. Pleasant, then 
moved to Detroit. where he remained for two or three years, and then 
returned to Mt. Pleasant, where he still lives to enjoy the fruits of his toil 
for the time he was in business. He was a careful, prudent trader and made 
many friends while in business and money enough to keep the wolf from the 
door. Anderson built his brick block the same year he commenced business 
at  Mt. Pleasant, and owns it still. 

The Minto Woodruff Company is another clothing, shoes and furnishing 
business house, located on the ~ e s t  side of South Main street, next the Foster 
furniture and hardware store. They have been in business here about eight 
years. Mr. Woodruff, who is in charge of the business, was originally from 
Union City. Michigan. and an old head in the business. They are carrying 
a good stock and doing a fine business. They have a centrally located place 
for business, being so near the main crossing of Broadway and Main street 
that they catch the eye of all persons coming to town. They are fair dealers 
and will give you a generous price if you want to buy and, by their square 
dealing. they are justly entitled to the reputation that they have earned since 
they came into the community. 

Stephen Dondero is another dealer who is entitled to favorable notice in 
this history on account of his faithful and efficient work done here in his line 
of work. He is a dealer in fruits and confectionery, together with all kinds 
of nuts. He came here from Owosso in 1899 and commenced his trade in a 
small way in a small store building on South Main street, east side, and sec- 
ond door from Michigan street. There he located and there he is still doing 
a prosperous business. At his post at  all times. with a smile that says to every 
comer, "Buy my candies, for they are sweet, and my oranges, for they will 
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suit you, and the price is just right and will please both of us." If you go into 
that place you are sure to buy and as sure as you do you will come awax satis- 
fied. Don will take religious care of the nickel you leave with him. We 
have never known of his departing from his legitimate business but once, and 
then he got back as quick as he could, and soon had nickels enough to  fill that. 
little gap and I pity the chap that shall undertake to tell him how to get rich 
quick again. 

C. F. Marsh, the grocery man, went into business in the c~ty  in 1900. 
He commenced busmess on the south side of Broadway, next to Davy Rod- 
man's store building, in a place rented of George Granger. He remained there 
for about four years and then moved to the north side of the street in the 
Deveraux building, where he is now located. He has been actively engaged 
in the business smre he first started and has built up a large and prosperous 
trade He keeps up a good fresh stock and his prices are reasonable. The 
volume of h ~ s  trade marks the success of the busmess. 

Ed Ward came here in June, 1880. At the time his father had Iocated 
in Blanchard, Isabella county, but remained there but a short time. coming to 
Mt. Pleasant soon after Ed came. The father. C. A. Ward, commenced busi- 
ness here in 1880, in connection with one Christopher Chrysler. Chrysler 
only remained for a short time and then turned over his ~nterest to Mr. Ward. 
After that the father, Chester -\ Ward. joined 1 4 1  11-illiam E. \Vard, and the 
firm \\-as known as C. A. & IV E Ward. They contm~~ed doing business fur 
a long time and were located on South Mam street in \\ hat is no\\ the 
McKarnara store building. They did a large and lucrative business and \\ere 
at  the time considered one of the strongest firms here They continued their 
trade until the old gentleman d~ed February 13, I@I, and after that I\-. A. 
continued the business for some time n hen he sold out the business and lived 
on the money they had accumulated. 

Taylor &I Ratliff are comparati\ely a new firm in the grocery business, 
having established themeslres in the business June 18, 1907. in the present 
place opposite the Bennett house to the east, where they ale d&g a good ax! 
safe busmess. Mr. Ratl~ff has been here for :he p s i  inentj-nine j eals a d  
Taylor nas  born here and vas one of the very first in the county, having 
been born on the old Charles Taylor farm in Chippewa tonnship on the a ~ s t  
day of October, 1855. Their citizenship in Isabella county gives them a 
right to expect generous and fair treatment, which they are receiving. 

Fred Stebbins was in the county in 1883, coming from Ithaca and going 
into the Bennett house with Marvin D. Richardson They remained for a 
time and then he went into the jewelry business and followed that for a time 
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Then he sold out to J. C. Freeman, who carried on the business for some time, 
when he sold to Mr. Palmer, who conducted it for a time and then sold to 
Charles E. Hight. The latter conducted the business for about five years and 
then turned it over to Russell & Folen, August I, IPS. Since that time it  
has been largely increased by the adding of several new branches, so that now 
it is one of the best and largest establishments of the kind in this section. 
They carry a large assortment of all kinds of jewelry, diamonds and precious 
stones, cut glass, watches, and fancy clocks. They also keep two men at work 
on repairing, so that it always has a lively and prosperous as  well as attractive 
look. They are doing a fine business and are justly entitled to the patronage 
that they enjoy. 

Thomas Lawrence opened up in Mt. Pleasant in  the coal and agricultural 
business in 1905 on East Broadway, where he is still carrying on his trade and 
is doing a satisfactory business. He occupies one of the stores of the C. Ben- 
nett estate and is in the very same place where he started. 

Just across the street is the Howard Harkins block, built in 1903. The 
building is a three-story building, the upper story occupied by the Masons, the 
second one by the Pythians, the east portion by the Mt. Pleasant postoffice. 
The west portion is now occupied by Mr. Harkins as a bakery and grocery. 
He commenced in June, 1909, having bought out Veeder and he in turn pur- 
chased the business of James Lynch. He is doing a satisfactory business and 
is n-ell pleased with his outlook for the future 

0. H. Longcor is located just west of rhe Harkins block. He has been 
in !,usiness there for the past thirteen years, having migrated to this place 
at that date. He has a resaw. small planer and tools for making door and 
window frames, also boxes for the use of the condensed milk factory. I t  is 
a busy place and he seems to be happy. He built and occupies his own build- 
ing. 

Alfred B. Warwick owns and carries on a harness shop just west of 
Longcor's. He built his building in 1901 and has occupied it since that time. 
EIe hss bee? in the bvsiqess in Mt. Pleasant sixteen years in May next, having 
for a time been located on the east side of North Normal avenue, opposite 
the Bennett house. He has had a good business for many years and is ready 
to retire to a good farm just as soon as he finds a man that desires to  take 
his place. He has a good location and a good business for some younger 
person to now step info. 

Gray & Lathrop commenced in the drug business in 1909. Lathrop has 
been a citizen of Mt. Pleasant for the past thirty-four years and Gray was a 
clerk for Carr & Granger for about seventeen years before he formed a part- 
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nership with Lathrop and launched qut in the drug business. They have a 
large and commodious business place finished in the modern style and method 
and are doing a thriving and successful business. They carry a large stock and 
it is fresh and gives satisfaction to their customers. 

Mitakos & Lianos are comparatively a new concern. They started in 
business of catering to the public in the Barber building, April 20, 1910. They 
conduct a restaurant, ice cream. candies and sods and are doing a very satis- 
factory business. Their prices are reasonable and very satisfactory, and they 
appear to be entirely satisfied with the patronage they receive. They are 
men of experience and attend strictly to business. 

Roy S. Dean, jeweler, is located in the Opera House block, in a fine and 
commodious store equipped with modern and convenient appliances. He is 
having a fine trade and is in a prosperous condition. H e  expresses himself 
as well pleased with his trade and outlook. He has a good stock of watches, 
jewelry and all things connected with the business. He is an artist in his trade 
and is receiving the patronage that is his due. He opened up his business in 
September, 1 9 0 7 ,  and has been steadily increasing in popularity as well as in 
his trade. 

Marsh & Graham, dealers in dry goods, carpets and ladies' furnishings, 
have-been in business now about eighteen years. They first started in a one- 
room store about twenty by fifty-five feet, but they soon outgrew their quar- 
ters and then added a I-oon~ at the rear of the first room. They continued 
after that ior a rime and then again their business outgrew their quarters and 
they took on an addition to the west of their first room. In that they con- 
tinued and finally, in 1909 ,  they induced the owners of the building to remodel 
and make it more convenient and attractive and they did so and now they 
hare one of the most attractive places of business in the city. They carry a 
good line of goods, are fair dealers and are enjoying a lucrative trade. Every 
thing looks prosperous and they seem happy in the fact that they have accom- 
plished what they set out to do in the commencement of their career as mer- 
~ h a i i k  -. lrlriaon S; S o l a d  stzrte: in the grocery l;.Li~iness some f o x  =r %PC y e ~ s  
ago and continued until September 10, 1910, when J. J. Theison purchased the 
interest that Boland had and then continued the business and is still in the 
business, carrying a good stock of goods and having his share of the trade in 
the city. He enjoys the confidence of the people as a fair and honest dealer 
and it is giving him a good hold on the people, all of which he is deserving of. 

The firm of Breidenstein & Kane opened m the hardware business in the 
Chatterton building, next west of the Commercial Bank block, in 1 9 0 4 ,  and 
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they are there still, but are preparing to.@ild them a store opposite their pres- 
ent location next summer. They expect to  put up a store twenty-six by one 
hundred and twenty feet, two stories and a basement, which will give 
them ample room for their extended business. Since they first opened they 
have added paints and oils, and also sell doors, sash and glass and have opened 
a furniture and undertaking department. They are very accommodating deal- 
ers and give the people what they desire in the way of good goods and fair 
dealing. Their business has increased from the start and is  still on the 
increase, so that they will soon fill the large store they are expecting to erect. 
The  store building will be of modem style and finish, with plate glass front 
and in every way upto-date. Their stock consists also of stoves of all kinds, 
also woven wire fencing, as well as barbed wire for fencing and all kinds of 
general hardware. 

F. A. Schmidt, the tailor, commenced business in Mt. Pleasant in 1894 
and has been in the harness ever since. H e  usually has three or  four helpers 
and. is doing a thriving business and giving satisfaction. 

J. L. Anspaugh started a moving picture show in May, I ~ ; O ,  in a build- 
. 

ing of George L. Granger on South Main street, which he fitted up for the 
purpose. H e  reports that he is having a good attendance and is satisfied with 
the business and its outlook in Mt. Pleasant. H e  is showing a very satisfac- 
tory class of pictures. 

Vp  until recently there n-ere three moving picture establishments iii Aft. 
Pleasant, but one sold out a short time ago and was removed from the city. 
There is one still running just east of the Isabella State Bank, owned by \Vest- 
lake & Trevegno. This has been the leading one for some time and is still 
having a good run and giving good shows. The building has been remodeled 
and presents a fine appearance froni the street and walk. These shows seem 
to pick up a good many nickels. They are great things to draw the children 
and it is very necessary that the older ones go with them to see h o ~  they 
enjoy the show. ' 

Mrs. R. S. J Tohnqnn - - - - - - - -  is m e  of the o!&r persccs ir. husifies~. hl~-;--r !nclte:! 
" ' b  

in Mt. Pleasant in the bazaar business November 20, 1883. in the place now 
occupied by the Kane Brothers clothing store. She commenced in the \vooden 
building built by the Hennions and conducted her business in that, adding in 
the spring a millinery business. She continued for three years and then 
bought the building and carried on her trade there until 1902. then sold her 
building to Kane Brothers an'd moved her stock of goods to the Wright store 
on South Main street. where McMillan & Son are now. she  carried oil the 
business there for five years and then moved to her present quarters on the 
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corner of Main and Michigan streets. She sold the bazaar stock to Morrison 
& Dains when she moved to  her present quarters and now has but the millinery 
business. She expresses herself as being satisfied with her business at  pres- 
ent, but would sell if she had a good opportunity, and take a much needed rest. 

Kate Feeney is another milliner located at  the west side of the Bennett 
house on Broadway. She entered the business in I g o j  and was then located 
on iVorth Main street, but after a time found the present location and moved 
to that. She is having a nice trade and gives her customers satisfaction, and 
is considered as one of the best in the city. 

Peter Dent, the garage and bicycle repair man, is located on South Main 
street and is doing business in his profession. The city is filling up so fast 
with autos that it requires several men and firms to keep the machines in order. 
Morrison & Dains keep one nlan all the time at  such \$-ork. On West Broad- 
may is Beebe, with a shop. and on South Main Mr. Eush has lately opened up 
a place for repairing, painting, storing and educating people how to  run and 
how to care for machines and also proposes to house and keep in order any 
machine you desire to leave in his care. 

John \V. Morrison is one of the older members of the mercantile pro- 
fession. H e  is a New Yorl-. man. but came to  the West in an early day. lo- 
iating for a time in Lenawee county and moved to Isabella in 1882. He -: 
first located on a farm and afterkard, in 1887. entered into the business of 
handling agric:.;l:;:ra? impkments. He opened up on West Broadway. whert 
Smithers now is, but in a different building. He remained there one year and 
then located at  the skating rink corner, where he remained until 1897, when 
he secured his present site on the northeast comer of block 24, corner of 
Normal avenue and Michigan street, where he still remains. H e  carries all 
kinds of agricultural implements. also woven mire fencing. Any one wanting 
a good article at a fair price call on Uncle John and you mill find it and may 
get it if you have the price or  can satisfy him that you are reliabie. . 

On West Broadway you can find another agricultural inlplement man. 
Ed Smithers. He can sell you anything vou want in that line and sell it to 
you right. H e  commenced business some years ago and is still there waiting 
on his customers. who are many. H e  carries a full stock. has a good building 
for the business, being built. of brick with cement floor. He is there to stay 
and the people want him to as they are satisfied with the treatment they re- 
ceive and the bargains they can make. 

C. M. Brooks & Company mas one of the very earliest of the agricultural 
implement houses. Mr. Brooks having gone into that business as early as 
1881-2 with J. W. Hance axd A. B. Upton. They continued in the business 
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until the fall of 1882, when they sold the entire stock to Victor F. Conlogue, 
who continued the business for several years. Conlogue finally sold to Curtis 
& Dougherty, who ran the business for a time and then sold to Ivenson & 
Sarnpson. they conducting it until they sold to Morrison & Dains. They held 
it a while and sold to Hamilton & Son, who carried it on for a time and then 
resold to Morrison & Dains, who in the end closed it out. 

J. W. Hersey is another of our long-standing business men. H e  came 
to Mt. Pleasant in 1888 and was in several kinds of trades until 1894, when 
he entered into the feed business on-North Main street, north of the Donovan 
house, where he remained doing business up to 1894, when he went out of 
that business and went upon the road until 1901. Then he bought a stock of 
agricultural implements and started out on that line. H e  opened up April 
11th of that year and is still at the old place, which ig situated just east of the 
postoffice, in what was originally the brick livery barn of George McDonald. 
He bought and now owns the property. He has added to the original business 
the selling of harness and of automobiles, together with everything else usually 
kept in that kind of an estab!ishment. He is doing a rattling business, is al- 
ways busy and is liked by all his customers and is generally a mighty good all- 
round man. 

Cornelius Bennett built a hotel in 1883 on lot 10, block 13, of the Mt. 
Pleasant plat. It was a fine brick structure and at the time it was the best 
by far in the city. It was first rented to F. -1. Stebbins and ?\lanrin Richardsor, 
and formally opened by them in the month of June. It was built at a cost of 
about twenty thousand dollars, and has served its purpose well ever since it 
was built. Messrs. Stebbins and Richardson conducted the business for some 
time and then Stebbins sold his interest to Mollette and after a time the firm of 
Irish & Jones went in and they conducted it until Mrs. Day purchased it. about 
twenty-five years ago. She and Mr. Day conducted the hotel for about twenty 
years, when her health failec! her and she could no longer stand the labor and 
worry of i t s  attendance. 50 they finally sold it to Gorge Dillan. who is now 
co~dt rc t i~g  a first dass h t e !  T!?ere is not so T X ~  money ir? it today as af 
yore, on account of the fact that the county went dry some time ago and no 
bar is kept. I t  is a good piece of property and is needed in the city, as that 
and the Donovan house are the only two hotels of consequence in the city of 
five thousand inhabitants. 

E. J. Lee & Company are active in the business of gathering butter, eggs 
and poultry and are located dn Michigan street. west. where they have been 
for the past three or four years. They are doing a lively business and gather- 
ing in the shekels as well as the chickens and the fruit thereof. 
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F. L. Klunzinger located here in 1907, having bought out the stock and 
jewelry business of S. W. Rogers, who had-been in the business in Mt. Pleasant 
for the past twenty years, but who took a notion to go West and did so. 
settling in Portland, Oregon. where he now resides. Mr. Klunzinger followed 
in the steps of a good jeweler and took up a line long and favorably known. 
He is doing a very satisfactory business and is having a nice line of customers 
and a splendid repair business. He keeps a full and complete stock and is 
giving good satisfaction to his customers. He also keeps a line of optical arti- 
cles and is doing a fair business in that line. He is located on South Main 
street in the brick owned by Thiers & Keeler. 

The millinery firm of Larson & McDonald also carry on their business in 
the same store building. They are good milliners and have been here about 
a year, coming from Alpena to this place. 

Benjamin Goldman is just across the street in the Jacob Neff building. 
He came from Cadillac, where he had been in business for the past ten years. 
He carries a full line of dry goods, shoes and clothing and is doing a good 
business. He has a full stock to select from and although only here since the 
10th day of October, I ~ I O ,  he has established a satisfactory trade and is well 
satisfied. He has made no mistake in his selection of a place and location for 
business. 

-4. D. Butterfield is engqed in the tailoring business and is located in the 
building so !oilg occupied by Hon. S. W. Hopkins on East Xichigan street. 
He came here from Gladstone, Michigan, in April, 1910. He is having his 
share of the trade and expresses himself as satisfied with his prospects and 
business. 

The next door east of him is located the steam laundry now owned and 
operated by L. Holman, who bought out Emmett Cole in January, 1910. This 
is the same laundry that Clement owned, having bought it of Kinch. Holman 
is doing a nice business, having a good trade and is well satisfied. His busi- 
zess has growr! so that it requires as many as four to six employees to handle 
the trx!e. 

Kennedy brothers commenced in Mt. Pleasant about 1891 in the draying 
business and continued in that for some time; then they engaged in the feed 
business and afterward added coal to their list of trade. On October IS; 
1901, they moved to the store building just north of the Fancher block, where 
they remained until November, 1907, when they purchased the building and 
lot where they are now located on North Main street. They have a very 
commodious store and barn building where they keep all kinds of feed and 
hay, also cement, lime, brick and tile. with a full supply of coal and coke of 

(24) 
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all kinds. They are doing an extensive business and are giving satisfaction. 
They are now located on a paved street, which gives their business a city air 
and better conveniences for handling their coal, feed and other commodities 
kept in their business. 

Mrs. Munro is located just south of the Kennedy Brothers' place of busi- 
ness. She came with her husband to Mt. Pleasant in 1881 and comrrlenced 
business at  the stand she now occupies as a boarding and rooming house. At 
that time her husband was with her, but he fell sick and in November of that 
year he died and she has continued the business ever since. She has been a 
hard worker and prudent manager and has received, as she deserved, the con- 
fidence and support of the people and has saved a nice sum for a 2 i n y  day 
should it overtake her. She is surely deserving of a great deal of credit and 
all of the success in business that she has acquired. 

Mrs. William O'Brion is another deserving of remembrance on account 
of her faithfulness and fidelity. She and her husband came to Mt. Pleasant 
twenty-two years ago and started in the grocery business. They were carry- 
ing on a good business up to 1901, when the husband sickened and died, Ieav- 
ing her with quite a family of small children to care for and the business to 
conduct. She has struggled along until now the children are some of them at 
l a s t  large enough to be of help to her and together they are still carrying on 
the sto:-e. adding to the busi~ess feed, hay and draying. She boasts of a plate 
glass front in her store building atid is prospering to a \-ery satisfactory degree 
and no longer fears the wolf or dire distress. 

Patrick Leahy also came to Mt. Pleasant some years ago and. with Dono- 
hue, commenced the business of grocerymen. They continued for a time and 
then Donohue went out of the firm. Then Leahy bought out Tim Battles and 
moved into the store north cf the Fancher block. He remained in that loca- 
tion until 1907. when he mcl-ed across the street to where Bringard is now 
locating, remaining there for about one year, and then bought the building 
an:! !ct vchere he r,ow is, remode!ed thai 2zd moved ir! about ilpri!, 1908, a d  
is ;here. U- I.- -6-0- '1 - h,,, r n w C  nrl C n  c,",-,r;eS h..+ ; 

r r L  LLLCS ,L,L..L.) ~,...~c,, ... ,. ..,,..,. , ,,,. , .s r,3w i~prep?r:r,g 
to increase the business and to add feed and hay. Pat is attentive to  business 
and now has his son William with him and together they are doing a prosper- 
ous and satisfactory business. 

H. H. Hunter, on December I ,  1897, opened up a bazaar store on South 
Main street, on the west side, in the O H o r o  store building. H e  carried a full 
line of common bazaar supplies and continued the business up to February, 
1908, when he sold to R. C. Damman, who had been in the superintendency of 
a bazaar stock in Ithaca, Michigan. H e  has continued the business and is now 
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doing a good and thriving trade, is well patronized and is having his share of 
the patronage of the city in that line of goods. 

McMillan & Son are in the coal and feed business on South Main street. 
They started in business about 1904 and were then located in the Nelson office 
building. At that time it was a coal business, but after a time, in 1907, they 
added feed to the business and continued in that until 1909, when they added 
groceries and are now located with their store and office on the east side of 
South Main street in the building next south of the Ryan store building. They 
are square dealers and are deing a large business, especially in coal. 

There are several persGns that are in the business of manufacturing and 
selling cigars. D. Trevegno, who has been in it for the past twelve years; 
George Dillon, about four years; C. C. Allen, who has been in the business 
about ten years, and Frank Bringard, who has run a factory but about one 
year. They are all doing considerable business and some of them employing 
several hands in the work. They supply the city largely and do quite a job- 
bing trade with the outside cities and villages. 

When the county was new and but fern settlers in the city, Cicero Kim- 
bail came from western Kew York and about 1869 he commenced in the 
butcher and meat market business. In  the fall of 1869 he bought a lot on East 
Broadway and put up a good store building and shop. twenty-two by forty feet, 
and two stories high and completed i t  in a good style and finish and then opened 
his meat inarket, \\-liich he continued untii the fire of 1S7j. which destroyed 
his building with the others on that street. H e  had no insurance, so that it 
was a total loss. In 1877 he and his brother -4delhrt started in the same busi- 
ness and followed it for a lorg time. 

This has been a lively town for men of the blacksmith and wagonmaking 
trade. In  the early days of the county, while the lumbering operations were 
being carried on, there was great demand for the kind of iron work that went 
with that business, and the11 the roads were of such a character that much . . 
repxrlng had tn be dnne t s  5uch rehic!es as :r-ere the:: in use. If  you should 
sc,, LLr : - A ,  a shop a: :ha: time j-ou n-oulS see it liiied \i-it:i log chains, pe~ies,  

pikes, cant hooks, horse shoes. clevises and such other articles as were in con- 
stant use. I n  the early sixties not a buggy could be found in the county and 
but few double wagons. Ncw scarcely a farmer is without his buggy. Then 
there were but few horses, even on the farms. but now the oxen are no more to 
be found on the farm. Occasionally one drives into town with an ox team; 
but at the time aforementioped they all drove oxen on the road, to mill and to 
meeting. I presume some of our ladies that are sporting their automobiles 
would feel queer to step into a lumber sleigh drawn by a sleek yoke of oxen and 
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proceed to make her social calls, but such was the style at one time in this neck 
of the woods. 

Milton Bradley was the first blacksmith to locate in Mt. Pleasant, his shop 
being east of the court house square. He only followed the business for a 
short time. 

Thomas Turnbull came here in 1866 and opened up a shop and continued 
in the business until 1874, when he went to Dushville in the hotel business. 
Afterward, about 1888. he went into partnership in the Macksmithing business 
with George Osborn, which continued for about three years and then quit the 
business. 

Peter Gardner found Mt. Pleasant October 14, 1868, and liked it so well 
that he is still here. He first located on the south side of Broadway on the 
spot where D. Rodman's store is now located, remained there a year and then 
went onto South Main street about where the Anspaugh picture show is. He 
remained there until 1876, when he bought the lot he is now located upon, built 
a shop. moved his forge and tools into it and has been there ever since. 
Mr. Gardner has been a long time in the business and from the amount 
of hard work he has done it ~vould seem that he should be granted a rest. He 
is a good workman, very accommodating and, withal. a genial neighbor. 

Lew Maxwell is another old timer in the business. As a boy he worked 
at  the trade in Mt. Pleasant in the early seventies. He 'worked for Peter 
Gardner in 1871 and in 1876 he buiit tne shop on Washington street, where he 
is now located in his blacksmithing business. He, too, is a good workman and 
generally finds plenty to do. He is well liked, which is proven by the fact that 
he has remained so long in that calling. 

Renwick & Westervelt came here on July 14, 187j, and started in the 
business of blacksmithing and wagonmaking. They bought a lot and built 
the shop which is still standing and is the place where Mr. Renxvick is still 
carrying on the business. After they had been in business about five years 
.-7 vvesterveit went out and foi a h ;  a year Mr. Renvcick ruii the Zusiness a!me 
and then he rook in LViiiiarn Hoxey a r d  rile> ere kgeihrr for about ten yean 
and then' Mr. Hovey went out and since that Mr. Renwick has conducted the 
business alone. Mr. Renwick is a good workman, thoroughly capable and 
honest and, withal, is a good citizen. He has done an immense amount of 
good work and is entitled to the esteem and friendship of the community which 
he has. 

There is also a blacksmith shop on the corner of Michigan and Washing- 
ton streets, now conducted by Mr. Barnes, who lately bought and took posses- 
sion. He bought of Joseph A. Meyers, who operated it for some time. I t  



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 373 

was a t  one time the headquarters of William Manners. There have been 
others, for instance Pat Stapleton and one Patrick Sullivan; also Peter Haw- 
ley, who had a shop in the north part of town. There is also Uncle David 
Lett, now on North Main street, who has been there for a long time and is one 
of the best of workmen in that line; in fact, he is in some things a sort of a 
genius. 

There is also one situatvd on the north side of Michigan street, between 
Main and Normal avenue, conducted by Frank Drew, who bought out Robert 
Richie one year ago last February. And also one owned by WiIliam McDon- 
ald. located east of the Bennett house. He has been there some three years 
is having a good run of business and is prospering. 

CITY OFFICIAL ROSTER. 

Mt. Pleasant was first platted in 1863 by David Ward. who was then 
owner of the lands, but this plat was not recorded and in the spring of 1863 
he sold the property, except r few lots that he had sold before to the Indians, 
to H. A. Dunton and Joseph Miser and to Harvey and George Morton of the 
state of New York. Hartey Morton came on with his family and took 
possession of the property and immediately commenced to build a hotel on 
the lots on which now stands the Donovan house. 

When the writer of this article came to Mt. Pleasant, in the latter part 
of June, 1863, he found the old court house, built by Ward, on the location of 
the county seat at Mt. Pleasant; the house now standing on lot 10, block 7, 
just across from the northwest corner of the court house square. and a dwell- 
ing where the Fancher block now- stands, built by Joseph Miser. 

The present plat was drawn and recorded in February, 1864. The plat 
remained in that condition and was still a portion of the township of Union 
and was assessed and taxes collected the same as in the township until 1875. 
when, by act of the Legislature, it was organized into a village. The first 
election after the incorporation was held on May I I ,  18 j j ,  and resulted in the 
election of John Maxwell as pres~dent of the village and as trustees there were 
elected Cornelius Bennett, William Richmond, John A. Harris, Wilkinson 
Doughty, Daniel H. Gilman and George W. Brower; as clerk, George N. 
Mosher; assessor, I. E. Arnold; street commissioner. John Fox: marshal, 
Cicero Kimball. 

John Maxwell held the office for two terms, when Dan. H.  Gilman was 
elected and held it two years, ,then John C. Leaton was elected and held it for 
one year. Then I. E. Arnold for one year, Charles T. Russell for one year, 
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John A. Harris for one year. Then George L. Granger was elected in the 
spring of 1883 for one year, Robert Laughlin for one year, Thomas J. Fordyce 
one year, D. H. Nelson for one year, John Kane one year, John Kinney for one 
year and Warner Churchill for one year, 1889. 

In 1889 the village was organized into a city, under the laws of 1873 ap- 
plying to the government of cities and the reorganization of villages into cities, 
providing they have a population of three thousand or more. 

At the first election there were elected the usual officers, as follows : Lewis 
E. Royal as mayor, with L. D. Newton, J. H. Doughty, C. Kimball, D. Rod- 
man, William Bamber and D. G. Robinson as alderman. On April IS, 1890, 
M. Deveraux was elected mayor, with aldermen as follows: John Richmond. 
William H. Manners and Tobias Hornung, as new ones, and Rodman, Kim- 
ball and Eamber holding over. The liext year Deveram was re-elected as 
mayor and Peter Gardner, P. J. Stapleton and Phil Garvey as the new alder- 
man. In 1892, E. D. Wheaton was elected as mayor. In 1893 it was C. 
Bennett; in 1894, Tobias Bergy; in 1895, I. A. Fancher; 1896, M. Deveraux. 
and again in 1897; in 1898. C. M. Brooks and he was re-elected the next year. 

At this juncture the people decided to become a city of the fourth class 
and accordingly reorganized as such under the laws of 1895 and ameildlnents 
thereto. Under the new arrangement Levi Schaffer was elected mayor in 
1900 and again in 1901 ; he was followed by ,4. N. Ward in 1902, and he by 
H. Edward Deuell for three successive years. when he was followed in 1906 
by H. A. Miller and he by M. Deveraux; he by Walter L. Snider and he by 
H. E. Deuel for two terms and he, in 1911, by Fred Russell, just elected at 
this April election. 

The present aldermen are : First ward. F. -4. Sweeny and Elmer Walsh; 
second ward. James W. Hersey and E. \AT. Crandall: third ward, George 
Powers and W. E. Ratliff, with Horace H. Hunter as clerk. E. E. Palmer. 
treasurer. and C. E. Russell and William Starkweather as justices of the peace. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The city has made many and valuable improvements since the first organ- 
ization as a village in 1875. At that time we had no public water system, no 
sewers and but a small number of sidewalks and they of lumber. Our fire 
department was very inferior and our streets were very sandy. A water 
'works system was inaugurated about 1882 and two wells were dug on the east 
side of the Chippewa river, just south of the Ann Arbor depot, and a pumping 
station was installed near by and water mains laid from the pump house south 
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to Michigan street and thence east to  the main portion-of the city and from 
thence in various directions so as to  accommodate the most of our citizens 
The largest of the pipes was a t  that time eight inches in diameter and a large 
portion of them were of logs made a t  Bay City, Michigan. The first bonded' 
indebtedness for water purposes was ten thousand dollars issued about July 
15, 1882, payable in ten years, drawing five and one-half per cent. interest. 
The resolution providing for the issue of these bonds was passed by the com- 
mon council in due form and a vote of the electors authorized to be held,, 
which vote was taken and the bonding authorized, and the council met and rati- 
fied the action and authorized the execution of the bonds, which was done. 
The avails of these bonds were used for the purpose of digging a public well 
and installing a pumping outfit just north of the Harris mill. The bonds have, 
been refunded two or three times, but are all paid except one bond of one; 
thousand dollars. 

During the said year of 1581 the village commenced the matter of se\yer- 
ing and a contract was let to one McSloy to build a sewer to commence at  the 
Bennett house or  Court street and to run west to the center of \<~ashington 
street and there to turn north and run to the river. The total price of said 
sewer. catch basins and manholes was to be one thousand six hundred fprty- 
five dollars and eight cents. But for some reason it cost a good deal more 
money and. Jvhile there was a sewer district formed, the village finally paid for-- 
the work. The sewer was very poorly built and was never of much benefit 
to the district nor to the city. Recently it was taken up and a sewer put in, 
conducting the water in a different direction. east into the main or trunk line 
sewer: and more recently the city has made a drainage sewer to run into the. 
north end of the old sewer to the river. 

There were also four thousand dollars of bonds issued by the township of 
Union, called public improvement bonds. about June 3, 1885, drawing interest 
at five and three-eighths per cent. \vhich were refundecl October 2 1 .  1902. The 
city of 1It. Pleasant aftenyard assumed the obligation. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

The matter of water supply for the inhabitants has been for a long time 
a vexatious question as at no time has the supply been sufficient for all purposes 
and at  all times in the year. They built first two wells and reservoirs that were 
supposed to be of sufficient capacity for all purposes, they going down to the 
water gravel or nearly so and the water floning freely up into the reservoir. 
One of the pipes they sunk to a depth of three hundred and fifty feet and there 
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encountered brackish water, so that pipe was plugged instead of having an 
elbow put upon it, and the water allowed to flow into the tail race that the peo- 
ple might ascertain what it was composed of. After some time the wells 
seemed to fail or cease to supply sufficient water for all purposes aad then it 
was sl~ggested to p~ down- on & wst side of the river, so several 
weils were put down over there; these wells were flowing ones when the sand 
was kept from stopping the flow. These were down only about twenty-five 
feet until they struck the water, sand and gravel. In all, they put down about 
a dozen of these weils and some experts that were imported for the purpose of 
giving expert information assured the good people that when they got down 
to this strata there wouid be an ample supply. But each time something came 
in to dampen the ardor of the citizens and it was not good, pure water either 
Then it  dawned upon some one that if the city would make a monstrous reser- 
voir, say about one hundred feet long and about fifty feet wide and eighteen 
or twenty feet deep and cement the sides and a part at least of the bottom and 
dig a well in the east end of that, say about twelve feet in diameter, and put 
some weils in the bottom of the main reservoir and pipe that to the pump 
house we wouid all be happy. 

Well, they all nibbied at that bit of bait and as the old Dean pump had 
been ir; xse for a go25 many years and was supposed by some to be out of date, 
and at  one time, when the city had a very destructive fire. it gave out for a 
time, it was decided that they b o ~ d  the city agait. for xoney enough to bvild 
the great reservoir, put in the wells as described, build a new and upto-date 
pumping station, pipe the wzter from the reservoir to the pump house, lay a 
few more rods of large water main. connect these with the old water mains 
and then be happy indeed. 

The proposition was to again bond the city and this time for twenty 
thousand dollars. The council passed the requisite resolutions, the people 
voted yes and the bonds were issued on the 1st day of March, 1907, to draw 
four per cent. and one bone of one thousand dollars to be paid each year. 
The plans and specifications were made. submitted and adopted and the work 
commenced. The great reservoir was built, the water nells put down, the 
water piped to the new well house on the east side of the river. a new Dean 
pump put in and every one then supposed that the water supply was inexhaust- 
ible. Some of the good people, acting upon that theory, promised to supply 
the miik condensory with a large supply of cool water to be used for cooling 
their miik. This extra drain on the supply was too much, so that the company 
v\i'ere obliged to sink some wells of their own and, as good luck would have it. 
they were successful in finding a fair supply. 
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Our water works are put upon the direct pressure plan-that is, the pump 
to run continuously and thus hold an equal pressure at all times except in case 
of fire. What some think, is that we should have an elevated water tank to be 
kept full of water and have it so arranged that at  the hours of sprinkling that 
water could be utilized and relieve the pump and some feel that it should be 
large enough so that it could be used to relieve the constant use of the pump. 
These propositions are still in embryo and the city fathers have been looking 
about for a greater water supply, so the good people are waiting and paying 
their sprinkling bills with a wry face and grinning when it is done. 

The next original bonds to be issued was five thousand doliars issued 
September I ,  1884, due in five years and these were issued for water works. 
They became due July IS, 1892, and were then with the ten thousand dollars 
issued in 1882, refunded by an issue of fifteen thousand dollars and are called 
refunding water works bonds. Just where the other five thousand came from. 
the resolution does not explain, but it must have been the five thousand dollars 
of 1884. These ran the fifteen years and were again refunded July 15. 1907, 

to run ten years. May 21, 1900, there was issued ten thousand dollars, water 
extension bonds. Another water improvement bond of twenty thousand dol- 
lars was authorized by a vote of the electors of the city on the 24th day of 
September, 1906, the vote standing three hundred thirty-four yes to forty- 
seven no. The bonds were issued on the 1st day of March, 1907, there being 
twenty bonds of one thousand dollars each and falling due one bond each year. 
said bonds to draw interest at four per cent. semi-annually. and payable at the 
People's State Bank in Detroit, Michigan. 

In 1991 the city decided to build some sewers for the purpose of provid- 
ing a sanitary outlet for the sewage of the city. Plans and specifications 
were provided and the city was bonded for ten thousand dollars, for general 
sewer purposes. The bonds were authorized and issued on May I.  1901, the 
'bonds to run for twenty years. 

The money from the sale of these bonds was to be used to build a main 
or trunk line sewer. the outlet to be in the Chippewa river just below the Brad- 
ley bridge and to run thence east and then south to Michigan street, with a 
branch both east and west on Michigan. Other sewers *ere afterward built 
as laterals to the main sewer and were built by special assessment, according to 
the sewer district, until now we have an estimated amount of about seven and 
one-half miles of sewers, ranging from six to sixteen inches in diameter. 

It is to be noted that the original sewer was built as a sanitary and not as 
a drainage sewer, but as soon as the sewer was started the councll authorized 
the putting in of catch basins. which were intended to receive the surface water 
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of that part of the city traversed by the sewers and the effect has been that the 
water gathered has at  times overtaxed the capacity of the sewer and some have 
had the sad experience of having their cellars inundated with sewage, to their 
great annoyance. 

SIDEWALKS. 

4 s  early as about 1900 the lumber in the county began to be scarce and of 
an inferior quality for use for sidewalks and the people determined to utilize 
some more substantial material. They commenced the use of Portland cement 
and found it to  meet the requirements and so the scheme mas inaugurated to 
have the city build the walks out of cement and the property owner to pay 
a certain price per square foot or square yard and the city do the work and 
furnish all of the material. For the purpose of expediting the work and not 
distress the lot owner, bonds to the amount of eight thousand dollars was 
authorized by a vote of the people and the bonds were issued, sold and the 
money placed in a sidewalk fund. I t  proved to be a great impetus toward 
building sidewalks so that at the present time they have probably more and 
better sidewalks in Mt. Pleasant than any other city of its size in Michigan. 
There are substantially- twenty miles of first-class cement sidewalks and cross 
walks and altogether the city is now very well supplied for walks on all of 
the main streets. 

PUBLIC PARKS. 

Something like thirty years ago the people of Mt. Pleasant thought that 
they should be provided with a public park and after looking over the sur- 
rounding country they discovered that there was a piece of land lying adjacent 
to the chippe\<a river and on the west side thereof anci just opposite the ;\nn 
Arbor station that could be purchased for a thousand dollars, the seller donat- 
ing the sum of one hundred dollars, pro\-ided that it should bear his name and 
provided further that in case it ceased to h used for a public park the title 
shouid revert to him. 

With these slight conditions. the land was purchased and named ??elson 
park. The land still remaim there as a monument of the forethought and 
good judgment of the purchasers. I t  has some beautiful native trees which 
are thrifty and on which the foliage in summer is always green and with the 
gravel drive and walk through the park to the cemetery it makes rather a de- 
lightful and interesting place to while away an hour or  so when the sun is hot 
and one needs rest and something to  detract his thoughts from the common 
things of life. 
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As time advanced and the-+ enlarged to  the point of five thousand in- 
habitants, there was a feeling among the people that they should make pro- 
vision for a public park that could be used for the purposes for w-hich parks are 
generally used, so they looked about and found what they thought would an- 
swer their purpose and they submitted a proposition to the people as to the / 

matter of the purchase of the same. Being submitted, it was carried by 
more than a tn-0-thirds majority and bonds to the amount of five thousand 
dollars were issued and delivered to the owners for the grounds, including the 
iron bridge and right of n-ay to the street. The grounds mere composed of 
about thirty-seven and one-half acres of bottom lands in the valley of the 
Chippen-a river and including the grove of native timber. The  city immedi- 
ately commenced and during the fall of 1909 completed a ditch or  canal on the 
west side of the purchase and built a dam so as to create slack water for boating 
privileges. I t  is an ideal place and can hardly be duplicated in the state for a 
natural park. I t  lies within the city limits and within thirty rods of the center 
of section I j, which is the center of the city, so that a walk of five minutes 
carries you upon the grounds of the park. When properly laid out by a land- 
scape gardener and developed, no finer spot can be found for a park. I t  has 
not only water for boating, but it also has a flowing well with waters of a 
medicinal quality. being pure and very palatable. 

The city at this time has about twelve miles of water mains ranging from 
four inches to twelve inches in diameter. This gives domestic and fire facili- 
ties to nearly all of the inhabitants in the city. 

MUKICIP..\L INDEBTEDNESS. 

The bonded indebtedness still outstanding is as follows: Two $~,ooo.oo 
public improvement bonds ; $I j,ooo water refunding bonds ; $5,000 water ex- 
tension bonds ; $~o,ooo  main or trunk line sewer bonds : $;,ooo cement sldewa!k 
bonds: $3,361 bonds for purchase of lands for addition to normal school: 
$16.000 water lmprovenlent bonds. and $4,500 park bonds. being a totai 
bonded Indebtedness of $60,861. on an assessed ~aluatlon of about $~,ooo,ooo 
for the city. 





BIOGRAPHICAL 

ARWIN E. GORHAM. 

A potent factor in the business life of Isabella county for many years 
has been Arwin E. Gorham, who holds a high place as one of the progressive 
manufacturers of the Wolverine state, being president of the Gorham Broth- 
ers Company, a large and widely known concern, and president of the Ex- 
change Savings Bank, both located in Mt. Pleasant. 

Mr. Gorham is the representative of a sturdy old pioneer family of the 
Buckeye state, having been born at  Euclid, July 10, 1868. There he spent 
his boyhood days, attending the district schools until he was fourteen years 
old, then went to East Cleveland to attend a private school. He began life 
for himself as a basket manufacturer, first, however, working by the day. 
When the manufacturing concern transferred its interests to Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan, he moved to this city, in February, 1858; and has since been identi- 
fied with the firm; in fact, since he was fourteen years of age he has been 
in the service of the company which mas started by his father and uncle, so 
that he became familiar with every detail of their large business interests, 
and for many years had complete charge of their entire clerical business, as 
well as considerable responsibility along other lines of their transactions. 
This firm enjoyed a large trade here from the first and in due course of time 
became the leading manufacturers in this section of the state. This concern 
started in business in Isabella county with a small mill, forty-two by sixty 
feet, two stories. Under judicious management their business grew rapidly 
and continuously until it became necessary for additions to be made annuaiiy 
to the plant, and this growth has continued to the present time until now 
large and commodious quarters are occupied, which are equipped with the 
latest designed machinery and only the most skilled artisans are employed, 
there being about two hundred on the payroll all the year round, being one of 
the largest employers of labor in this part of the state, having started with less 
than a dozen employes. From an infant industry, newly established, and 
making every effort to seoure a foothold among the older manufacturing 
concerns of the country, this enterprise has grown to be one of the largest in 
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Michigan, and today the Gorham Brothers Company is among the largest 
and most extensive manufacturers of veneered panels in the world. 

The  business of this firm was first started -at Euclid, Ohio, being con- 
ducted, there until the supply of available timber became very scarce, which 
fact induced its removal to the city of Mt. Pleasant. Its business had by 
that time grown t o  considerable proportions, yet since it has been conducted 
froin this point it has continued to advance in a very remarkable manner. 
This firm is also extensively interested in lumbering operations in other sec- 
tions of the state. One of the largest stocks of lumber of various kinds is 
to be found in the large yards of this company in central or southern Michi- 
gan. The company does a very extensive retail business. and it has suc- 
ceeded in building up a reputation for the production of first class goods in 
all of the articles manufactured by it, and the fact that it is able to place these 
goods on the market at prices advantageous to the buyer has enabled it to 
firmly establish itself as one of the most successful manufacturing concerns in 
the southern part of the state, if not the entire state. The building of an 
enterprise of this class and magnitude is not an every-day affair, and the 
success of this company is not due to luck, but to good management, coupled 
with careful consideration of the conditions and demands of the trade which 
it hoped to supply; the production of articles which n-ouitl give entire satis- 
faction to the users and which might he placed on the market at prices which 
fd ly  met all competition. It is the siiccessiul combination of these condi- 
tions which has brought success, and for results the members of the firm are 
entitled to full credit. 

The operations of the Gorham Brothers Company are one of the many 
things t o  which the citizens of Mt. Pleasant point with pride. partly because 
of what the firm has been able to accomplish for itself and the standing it has 
gained in the commercial world, and partly because its success has been the 
largest individual element in the building up and advancement of this city, 
by the steady and prnfitahle emphyment of !zrge x m b e r s  of !>boring men 
and mechanics at good wages. theirs 2t z!! t ixes having Sesn the largest pay- 
roll within this city. X wide and secure prestige is enjoyed by this firm in 
the production of first-class goods that are eagerly sought after. In  all the 
articles here produced an effort is made to secure high-grade quality, hence 
their success and envied standing in the industrial world, which has been due 
in no small measure to the able management, good judgment and wise counsel 
of Arwin E. Gorham. who has also made his influence felt in other lines of 
business here, having been one of the original organizers of the Exchange 
Savings Bank, of which he was elected president in 19oj, having been one of 
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the directors of the same since its organization, and has continued in this 
capacity to the present time, managing its affairs in a manner that has re- 
flected much credit upon his ability as a financier, an organizer and promoter, 
and to the entire satisfaction of the other stockholders and patrons of the 
bank. 

HON. SAMUEL W H A L E Y  HOPKINS. 

In every life of honor and usefulness there is no dearth of incident. and 
yet in summing up the career of any man the writer needs touch only those 
salient points which give the keynote to  his character. Thus in setting forth 
the life record of Hon. Samuel Whaley Hopkins sufficient will be said to 
show, what all who know him will freely acquiesce in, that he is one of the 
enterprising and progressive citizens of Isabella county, being one of the lead- 
ing attorneys and business men of Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, and one of the 
public-spirited and representative men of the great Wolverine state. 

Mr. Hopkins is the son of Samuel and Freelove Burlingame (Arnold) 
Hopkins. The father was born in Coventry, Rhode Island. January 10, 1803, 
the son of Rufus and Amy (Shippee) Hopkins. Rufus Hopkins x i s  the son 
of Esquire Samuel Hopkins, who was the son of Joseph Hopkins. Tradi- 
tion says that the last named married a daughter of Edward TVha!!ey. one of 
the regicide judges who fled from England upon the restoration of Charles 11, 
and according to tradition. Judge Whalley lived in West Greenwich. Rhode 
Island. and is buried upon Hopkins hill in that township. Mr. Hopkins says 
that when a boy he visited the hill and mas shown the grave of Judge Whalley. 
I t  is from this ancestor that Mr. Hopkins takes his middle name. spelling it 
with but one "1." Most of the Hopkins family have been engaged in the 
great industry of Rhode Island cotton manufacturing. Samuel Hopkins. 
father of the immediate subject of this sketch. lived in the ton-ns of Coventry. 
West Greenwich and Exeter. Rhode Tsland. until ~ 8 5 6  and was extensively 
engaged in the iiianufacture of cotton goods. H e  built several mills and was 
a prominent man in his section of the country. The great financial panic of 
18jG and 1857, which engulfed so many thousands in the vortex of financial 
ruin and affected to some extent every business man in the United States, was 
the end of his active business career. H e  had been a very active, energetic 
man. of sanguine disposition and buoyant spirits, but this failure seemed to 
break his strength of purpose. With the remnant of his fortune he bought a 
farm of seventy acres of land in Coventry, Connecticut, where he lived a 
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retired life until his death, February 19, 1875. His family included nine 
children, seven sons and two daughters; seven of the nine lived to reach ma- 
turity. 

Mrs. Sally (Gorton) Arnold, Mr. Hopkins' maternal grandmother, was 
the daughter of William and Sallie (Whitford) Gorton. William Gorton 
was the son of Dr. Samuel Gorton, whose father was Samuel Gorton. (So 
the name Samuel is a double family name.) This ancestor came from Eng- 
land to Massachusetts and was called a heretic by the Puritans, who drove him 
from their colony. He bought a home of the Indians in Rhode Island and 
named it "Patuxet." He lived to be a centenarian. 

Both the paternal and maternal ancestors of the subject are of pure 
English stock, as the Hopkinses and Arnolds are of the long hne of New 
England descent, and tradition says that three Hopkins brothers, bearing the 
name of Rufus, Mark and Samuel, were among the "Mayflower" crowd that 
landed on Plymouth Rock. Whether this tradition is true or not, Mr. Hop- 
kins cannot say, but certain it is that from time immemorial and in all posi- 
tions of life, from the great college president, Mark Hopkins, whose forty 
years broke the world's record, to Sam, the cow-boy, and in all sections of 
our land, from Maine's British border to California's golden gate, the names 
of Rufus, Mark and Samuel have been very familiar in the Hopkins family. 
The subject's father, his great-grandfather, his great-great-grandfather on 
his paternal side: his great-grandfather and his great-great-grandfather on 
the maternal side of the house were named Samuel, therefore his baptismal 
name was familiar in the family records long before his birth, and his mother, 
being a Roger Williams Baptist, never deemed it necessary that any of her 
children should be baptized, so his name is baptized only in history and deeds. 
The name of Arnold, too, is as frequent in New England and national history 
perhaps as is the name of Hopkins. The eldest brother of Mr. Hopkins was 
named Rufus; another brother was named Arnold and his son being named 
Samuel, the family kept up the record well. Stephen Hopkins, who defied 
the king and with a strong will wrote with a trembling hand his name to the 
Declaration of Independence, was an ancestor of the subject. 

Freelove Burlingame (Arnold) Hopkins, mother of the subject of this 
sketch, was born in Warwick, Rhode Island, January 15, 1807, the daughter 
of Elijah and Sally (Gorton) Arnold, whose family consisted of three sons 
and one daughter. Elijah Arnold was the seventeenth child of James and 
Freelove (Burlingame) Arnold, and James Arnold was a son of Thomas 
Arnold, who bought a mile square of land in Wanvick, Rhode Island, and 
divided it into six farms. At that early day in Rhode Island that amount of 
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land for  one man to own was regarded as remarkable. The mother of the 
subject was born on the middle one of these farms on the Coweset road. The 
purchase of Thomas Arnold was known a s  "Arnold's Square." The mother 
of the subject was called to  her rest at  Coventry, Connecticut, February 14, 
1888. She is remembered 2s a woman of many praiseworthy characteristics 
and, like her husband, was popular with a host of warm friends. 

Samuel Whaley Hopkins, of this review, was born in Exeter, Rhode 
Island -4pril I ,  1845. H e  was the youngest of a family of nine children 
His father was also the youngest of a large family of children; so Xr .  Hop- 
kins has always been way down toward the foot of the family class for age 
and associates. H e  was given the name of Samuel, and his father's name 
being the same, his name was written in the old family Bible, "Samuel Hop- 
kins, Jun.." after the fashion of the times. When arriving at mature age he, 
after consulting his parents, wrote in the name WhaIey for his middle name. 
thus obviating the necessity of always writing the "Jun." to designate him from 
his father. H e  never saw either grandparent on the paternal side. as they 
had both passed to the great beyond before his birth. Book learning came 
easily, in fact, he was a precocious child; at  the age of three he knew the two 
books he possessed well by beart; they were young's "First Reader." a book 
of stories for children. and Webster's "Spelling Book," in which he was able 
to spell and pronounce, without assistance. words of t n o  and three syllables. 
His school opportunities up to  the age of eleven were limited. H e  having been 
frail and unable to  walk far. and no school near his home, he studied mostly 
at his mother's knee, some six months constituting all his schooling. In 1856 
the family moved to Coventry, Connecticut, and here the lad. who grew 
stronger, began t o  face the stern realities of life. With an invalid mother. 
two invalid sisters and a father broken both in health and hopes. the work of 
a man fell upon his shoulders and he made a full hand in the work on the 
farm, being able. when fourteen years of age. to swing the scythe and carry 
a full swath with stronger and older mowers. At the age of eleven he could 
read, write, spell and repeat most of the multiplication table: then it was that 
he got down to business and with a sixteen weeks' winter school for two and 
a half winters and the same for two summers, supplemented with private in- 
struction, given by an experienced teacher. Mary K. Hutchinson. and one 
term of select schooling. he was ready, a t  the age of fifteen, for the school- 
room as teacher. H e  securec! a school, but the trustees, learning his age. re- 
fused to permit him to proceed with the work, although he was successful in 
the required examination ; hcwever, at  the age of seventeen he began teaching 
and devoted six years to the work, three in Connecticut. at  Andover. Mansfield 

(25) 
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and Willimantic, also Covectry, putting in a select term at  Andover and so 
doing without any vacation for the year. H e  taught three years a t  Little 
Falls, New Jersey. H e  got in a term at Ellington Academy as a student and 
a term also at the Manchester Academy. After the finish of the school year 
he would return to the home farm and put in the summers assisting with the 
farm work, also worked at  selling books on subscription, and he went to 
Charleston, South Carolina, selling merchandise for a brother. Later he 
came to Cleveland, Ohio, and entered the Bryant & Stratton Business College, 
which was succeeded by the Felton & Bigelow College, from which he was 
graduated in the spring of 186j. After the age of twelve years he cared 
mostly for himself in a pecu~iary way and also helped care for others. Many 
nights after a hard day's work on the farm has he lain studying by a tallow 
candle, and, falling to sleep, would awake in the morning to find the candle 
burned to a stub, and. arising. repeat the previous day's program-work all 
day and study practically all night. I t  was common to find him at two o'clock 
in the morning at his book. In  the fall season he was on the road with a 
team. sometimes with two psirs of oxen, taking wood to Rockville. sometimes 
with horses, driving all night, taking alder wood to Hazardville to sell, it 
being used for making' powder. I t  was his ambition to  enter and graduate 
from Harvard, but the sickness in the family and the struggle necessary to 
care for the ones in need forbade. H e  obtained an academic education, served 
his time as an instructor. and in the summer of 1870 began reading law with 
Benezeret H. Bill, of Kockville, walking six miles and return three times a 
week to recite; these trips of twelve miles a day on foot over mountainous 
roads were no doubt conducive to developing him physically. In the fall of 
1870 he entered the law department of the University of Michigan, and was 
graduated therefrom in 1872, devoting the months of the summer vacation 
to studp with Hon. John M. Hall, of Willimantic, Connecticut, making a four 
and a half mile walk every morning and evening, nine miles daily, and study- 
ing and looking after Mr. Hall's business, who was most of the time absent, 
having been a member of the Connecticut Legislature. These trips were b.y 
rail in addition to the day's walk. so the whole day-the walk. the ride. the 
office work-was a very busy one. After his graduation, in March, 1872, he 
visited his old home for a few weeks, after which he returned to Michigan 
and located at Grand Rapids. There hr was admitted to the bar and was 
principally occupied in settling the estate of a Mr. Gardner. This work took 
him through the central and northern parts of  the state. While at Clare, Clare 
county, making collections for the estate, he met Hon. I. A. Fancher, of Mount 
Pleasant, who induced him to come to Isabella county and make it his future 
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home. These two gentlemen were partners in the practice of law for three- 
years. Mr. Hopkins was then for two years in partnership with Michael 
Devereaux; commencing with January I, 1875, his partner was for nearly two 
years Wade B. Smith. H e  then associated himself with Free Estee, who had 
previously studied law with him. Mr. Hopkins' health having failed, princi- 
pally from over-work, and being a member of the state Legislature, his busi- 
ness TI-as looked after almost wholly by his partners, first Mr. Smith, then 
Mr. Estee. H e  spent two summers a t  Higgins Lake, Roscommon county, in 
search of rest and health. and in the n-inter of 1881 and 188-1 visited his 
mother at Coventry. Connecticut, where he remained for six months. With 
health improved. he returned to Mt. Pleasant and the first of January, 1883 ,  

formed a co-partnership with Daniel E. Lyon and entered the real estate 
and insurance business; the outdoor life being congenial to him, he gained 
much of his former strength. They did a large insurance and loaning busi- 
ness. the latter amounting to one hundred thousand dollars in 1883. secured 
on improved farms. 

Mr. Hopkins is a Republican in politics and has always taken a great 
interest in public matters. When twenty-two years of age he \\-as elected a 
member of the board of education for Coventry, Connecticut, his name having 
been placed unanin~ously on both the Republican and Democratic tickets, and 
he sexed three years. In the early part of 1673 he was appointed clerk of 
Union township. Isabella county. Michigan. and in the spring was elected to 
the position, and was twice re-elected. He served seven years as justice of 
the peace. and two pears as deputy township clerk while attending to the duties 
as justice. H e  was for one year superintendent of schools a t  Mt. Pleasant 
for Union township and also for the city; and for six years he was a member 
and president of the board of education for the city. and mas the first village 
attorney. When only seventeen years of age he was president of the Young . 

Xen's Lyceum and Debating Society in Coventry. Connecticut, and while a 
student at the Michigan University president of a literary society known as 
the Jeffersonian, which u-as connected with the law department. In  187j to 
1876 inclusive he served as prosecuting attorney of Isabelia county, this term 
being a particularly busy one, several important matters claiming his attention. 
the one of most interest to  the public being the case in which the county was 
defendant in a suit brought by Vernon township to recover ten thousand dol- 
lars of tax moneys. Formerly Clare county had been attached to Vernon 
township, and previously to Midland and Mecosta, one-half each: Mr. Hop- 
kins succeeded in sustaining the county's position, and afterwards, while a 
memher of the Miehigan Legislature, again defended the county in a claim 
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brought by Midland and Mecosta counties and after a hard effort extending 
over four weeks, he won a p i n  for his county. He  was elected to the Legisla-' 
ture as representative from Isabella county in 1876, and, having made such a 
worthy record, he was re-elected in 1879, serving four years. During the 
first term he was a member of the committeee on judiciary, also public lands 
and liquor traffic. During the second term he was a member of the judiciary 
and educational committees, and was chairman of the special committee on 
taxation and of the special joint committee of the House and Senate on taxa- 
tion. This was the most important committee of the session, and Mr. Hop- 
kins was the youngest member of it. Messrs. Hall, Stanchfield, Ferguson and 
Kuhn, of the House, and Senators Childs, Cochrane and Farr were the mem- 
bers. A bill to reorganize the tax matters of the state passed the House, 
but failed in the Senate. A gear later a commission appointed by the governor 
prepared a bill carrying into effect provisions similar to those of Mr. Hopkins' 
bill. He  was offered the senatorial nomination, but declined to run, as his 
health forbade. He served for six years as chairman of the Republican 
county committee. In all these positions of public trust he served very faith- 
fully and ably in a manner that reflected much credit upon himself and to the 
entire satisfaction of his constituents. 

In 1874 Mr. Hopkins platted the E ~ p k i n s  addition to the town of Mt. 
Pleasant. In 1877, while in attendance to the Legislature, he was nominated 
without his knowledge for village president. but was not elected. In 1 8 8 2  he 

. was accorded the unanimous nomination on the Republican ticket for prose- 
cuting attorney of Isabella county; he made no canvass and was not elected. 
In 1884 he was an alternate and attended the Republican national convention 
held at Chicago which nominated Blaine and Logan. In 1 8 9 2  Mr. Hopkins, 
as chairman of the executive committee of the Business Men's Association, 
had charge of the work of locating the United States Indian Industrial School 
in Isabella county, and carried on the correspondence concerning it with the 
authorities at Washington and with the member of Congress for the district. 
Colonel Bliss, afterward governor, and succeeded in locating it a t  Mt. Pleas- 
ant. H e  then conceived the idea of platting land, selling it and applying th'e 
proceeds for the erection of a normal school. This was done, the present 
Central State Normal being the result. A company was formed and incor- 
porated and Mr. Hopkins has always been its secretary. The school is the 
pride of the city. Mr. Hopkins has been interested in four additions to the 
city and is the owner of two. 

In 1 8 9 2  Mr. Hopkins was eIected to the state Senate and he served during 
the session held in 1893. He was president pro tem. of the Senate, and was 
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chairman of the special committee of the Senate and joint committee of the 
House and the Senate on taxation, and he introduced a bill revising the tax laws 
of the state which became a law and, with some changes, is the present law of 
the state. H e  was a member of the judiciary committee and the university 
committee, also the committee on education. H e  was appointed chairman of 
the last, but resigned in favor of another member, still serving, however, on 
the committee. In 1896 he espoused the cause of bimetallism and supported 
Bryan and Sewell for the leaders of the national ticket. H e  was chairman 
of the Silver Republican committee for the eleventh congressional district, 
and was chairman of the Silver Republican convention held at Bay City and 
vice-chairman of the joint convention of Silver Republicans, Populists and 
Democrats held there, and at the union of the parties he and Senator W. R. 
Burt were appointed to name the candidates for governor and lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, which they did. I n  2 convention of three hundred delegates. Mr. H o p  
kins needed only one and three-fourths votes to receive the nomination for 
candidate for congress. He canvassed the state, being in several joint dis- 
cussions, one at Cadillac. one at Escanaba and one at Traverse City. With 
the strongest and ablest debaters the parties could pit against him, he never 

. failed to  carry his audience, which often numbered thousands. H e  was nom- 
inated on the Union ticket for the state Senate in 1896, but while he ran far 
ahead of his ticket failed to overcome the heavy majority of the district and 
\\-as not elected. In  1898 he was nominated for prosecuting attorney, but 
again met defeat, although he ran ahead of his ticket. H e  supported Bryan 
and Stevenson and canvassed the state in 1900. H e  was one of the four 
delegates-at-large for the national Lincoln Republican convention held in 1900 
at  Kansas City, and he was chairman of the notification committee to notify 
Mr. Bryan of his nomination and he wrote the letter of notification, and re- 
ceived from the great commoner a letter complimenting him upon the one 
he had received regarding the notification. H e  was an alternate to the Demc- 
cratic national conyention in 1900, held in Kansas City, and was also chairman 
of the state delegation to the People's party national convention heid in Sioux 
City in 1900, and he attended all these conventions. and canvassed the state 
for the ticket. Since then he has taken but little active part in politics. 

Mr. Hopkins was president of the Mt. Pleasant Sugar Company for 
several years. After this work was largely in the hands of others and the 
building stopped, he turned his attention t o  other improvements and succeeded 
after a year's effort in locating the Michigan Condensed Milk Company in 
~ t .  Pleasant, an additional improvement to  the city and county of vast im- 
portance. Upon his return from New York, when he finally succeeded in 
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locating the factory here, he was met at the station upon arrival of the train 
by the mayor, who was accompanied by the government school band and a 
delegation of the board of trade, of which he is a charter member, and of 
citizens and escorted to the Bennett hotel and thence to the opera house, 
where the assembled audience listened to a recital of his accomplishment in 
securing the factory, and where the mayor, for the citizens, presented to him 
a new hat and a pocketbook containing five twenty-dollar gold pieces, making 
a sum of one hundred dollars. Some twelve years before. E. B. Mueller & 
Company, of New York, chicory manufacturers, came to Mt. Pleasant to look 
up a location, but placed their establishment at  Port Huron. In  1910 Mr. 
Hopkins, who had kept in touch with them. entered into a correspondence re- 
garding the erection of a plant in this city, and after several letters had passed 
between them they were induced to come to  this city, where they were in- 
troduced to the board of trade and other citizens by -Mr. Hopkins, who met 
with them. Owing to the temporary failure of Mr. Hopkins' health, he could 
not give the matter further attention, but the board of trade carried the matter 
through and another veiy successful and important industry was added to Mt. 
Pleasant. His public spirit has always been unlimited, as he has alw-ays had 
great faith in Isabella county, and has insisted that Mt. Pleasant should be a . 
city of much more importance and of more rapid growth. 

The domestic life of Mr. Hopkins began on December 10. 1873. when, 
a t  Jerusaieni, Kew l'ork, he was uiiited in marriage n-ith Sfargaretta 'l'edder, 
a lady of culture and refinement and the eldest daughter of Rev. Dr. Edwin 
-and Ida (Williamson) Vedder, the former a native of Schenectady, New 
York, and the mother of the state of Xew Jersey. The death of the latter 
occurred on July 4, 1900. Doctor Vedder is living a t  the advanced age of 
ninety-five years, having arrived at that age on August 22, 1910. H e  lives 
with his children and a t  his summer home at  Schoharie, New York. H e  has 
done an incalculable amount of good and is a grand old man whom to know 
is te  hmcr and zdxire. Mrs. Hopkins "2s h m  February r ,  1846, at  Little 
Falls, X2~ i  Jersey, and she !ired ~ 4 t h  her parents whi!e her h ther  n---~hpA L-u.C- 

at  the churches of his denomination at  Berne, Middleburg, Gallupville, Scho- 
harie, New Scotland and Jerusalem, all in New York, he having left Little 
FaIls, New Jersey, when Mrs. Hopkins was a small child. As pastor of the 
Reformed churches at  the above named places he was very popular and built 
up the congregation. 

One son, Herbert Vedder, was born to  Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins, on 
August 21, 1876, a t  Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, and he died at  Jerusalem, New 
York, August 4, 1877. A daughter, Lila Vedder, was born to them on April 
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20, 1885. She was married to Jay Harris Buell, September 3, 1907, and they 
have one child, Harris Hopkins Buell, born November 12, 1909. Their home 
is at  Gaylord, Michigan. 

The comn~odious, modern and attractive home of Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins 
is a park-like place, the wide, spacious lawns being shady and inviting, orna- 
mental and fruit trees, shrubbery, vines and flowers being in profusion, and 
because ten stately oaks grow near this beautiful residence the place is known 
as Oakten. It is on Normal avenue and in the most desirable residence portion 
of the city. Here the many friends of the family often gather, finding an old- 
time hospitality and good cheer ever prevailing. The house is equipped with 
a splendid and carefully selected library, where Mr. Hopkins spends many 
pleasant hours, losing himself "in other men's minds," and is familiar with 
the world's best literature. 

lTrhile a member of thc board of education for the city. Mr. Hopkins 
took part in locating three sites for schools and erecting five school buildings. 
He assisted with work and liberal contributions in the erection of the county 
court house, the railroads which enter the city and the chemical works, as well 
as many other industries. H e  has delivered many Fourth of July addresses, 
also made Memorial day orations, many of which have been published, and ad- 
dresses before state religious conferences. state and county fairs, high school 
and college graduating classes and on many other occasions, often addressing 
audiences composed of thocsands of people a t  Lansing. Grand Rapids, Port 
Huron, -4lrna, St. Louis. St. Clair, Marine City, Midland, Mayville, Big 
Rapids. Reed City, Mt. Pleasant, Shepherd, Clare, Cadillac, Traverse City, 
Barraga, Hancock, Calumet, Lake Linden, Escanaba. Menominee. Ludington, 
Scottville, Lake Odessa, and other cities. Many of these addresses hare been 
published. His letter to Mr. Bryan has also been published and may be found 
in the Central State Normal Library at  Mt. Pleasant. As a speaker he is 
logical, earnest and often truly eloquent, never failing to hold his audience in 
rapt attention. 

Mrs. Hopkins is a member of the Presbyterian church, in which she has 
been an active worker for years and for years she was president o i  the Ladles' 
Aid Society. Although not a member, Mr. Hopkins was for years trustee and 
secretary and treasurer of the board and helped build the local church of this 
denomination. H e  was superintendent of the Sunday school for several years. 
H e  belongs to the Unitarian church, which he assisted very materially in 
building, and for two years he was vice-president of the board of trustees and 
for  twenty years president of the board. For  years he has been superintendent 
of the Sunday school and is usually found in church on Sunday. His habits 
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have ever been exemplary, and he has never drank a glass of intoxicating 
liquor nor used tobacco in any form. H e  is a fearless and independent 
thinker-no dogmas for him. H e  believes in the gospel of intelligent industry, 
and that the boys or girls who care for themselves properly and work indus- 
triously and intelligently will reap their measure of reward. H e  has been of 
great assistance in encouraging young people and starting them on the right 
road in life and many a young man owes his success, in a measure at  least, for 
having heeded his advice when hesitating at  the parting of the ways. His life 
itself could be held up as a worthy example to the youth whose fortunes and 
destinies are still matters for the future to determine. 

PROF. CHARLES T. GRAWX. 

The life of Prof. Charles T .  Grawn, the popular and efficient president of 
the Central State Normal School at  Mt. Pleasant, has been one of hard study 
and research from his youth and, since maturity. of laborious professional 
duty in the several relations in which he has been placed. The high position to 
u.-hich he has attained is evidence that the qualities he possesses afford the 
m:ails of distinction under a system of gorernment in which places of honor 
and usefulness are cpcn t c  211 who may he founcl worthy of then?. His thirty 
:-ears of service as the head of various institutions of learning. have h e n  
characteriged by a series of zdrancements in educational methods which dem- 
onstrate his ability as a man of progressive ideas. besides winning for him 
an honorable place among the leading educators of the state. Possessing 
great force of character and executive ability of a high order. he has l ~ r o ~ ~ g h t  
the schools to  a high standard of efficiency and by insisting that only teachers 
of recognized scholarship and professional esperience be employed. and that 
the most approved methods of instruction be adopted. he looks hopefully for- 
ward to still greater improvement in the future. -4s an educator he is widely 
known throughout Michigau and other states and his suggestions pertaining 
to matters educational command respect in all the institutes. associations and 
conventions of educators which he attends. 

President Grawn is the scion of a sterling Swedish ancestry. many of 
whose winning attributes seem to have descended to  him. H e  was born in 
Salem, Washtenaw county, Michigan. on October 4, 1857, and he is the son 
of Andrew and Christena Grawn, both born near Stockholm. Sweden, the 
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father in 1814 and the mother in 1820. The father served for a period of 
fourteen years as major in the standing army of Sweden. 

Prof. Charles T. Grawn enjoys the advantages of an excellent education. 
having graduated from the State Normal College at  Ypsilanti, Michigan, in 
1880, and having received the degree of Master of Arts from Columbia Uni- 
versity in the city of New York. H e  received the honorary degree of Master 
of Arts from the University of Michigan in 1906. He has always been a 
student and has kept well abreast of the times in all matters pertaining to his 
vocation, current events, as well as the progress in science and the world of 
literature. Early in life he fcstex:! a laudable ambition to become a teacher, 
and, bending every effort in this direction, succeeded admirably from the 
first. From 1880 to 1884 he was principal of the high school at  Plymouth, 
Michigan : from 1884 to 1899 he was superintendent of the schools of Traverse 
City, Michigan; he was director of the Training School of the Ypsilanti 
State Normal College from 1899 to 19~0 ,  and since the last date he has been 
president of the Central State Xormal School at  Mt. Pleasant. an institution 
which has done much to advance the educational interests of the state. In 
all these institutions he has performed his work in a manner that has reflected 
much credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. build- 
ing up the system in each place and greatly strengthening the work in all 
departments. 

Politically. the Professcr is a Republican. and while he is always ready 
to support such measures as  make for the general good, he has never found 
time to be a politician or ho?d public office. Religiously, he is an active mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church. of which he is ruling elder and president of the 
board of trustees. 

On So\-ember 24, I S S ~ .  President Grai\-11 \\-as united in marriage with 
Helen I. Blackwood. a lad>- of culture and refinement who has been of great 
assistance to him in his life n-orli. She represents an exce!lent old pioneer 
family, being the daughter of Samuel and Mary Jane (Ewing) Blackwood, 
of Xorthville. Michigan. This union has been graced by the birth of two 
children. Hildegarde &I. Grawn and Carl Blackwood Grawn. 

President Gran-n is a gentleman of pleasing address, courteous, obliging 
and genteel, and in the school room he is both an instructor and entertainer. 
H e  is known to all classes as dne of the scholarly men of the county, hho .  not 
content to hide his talents amid life's sequestered ways, has by the force of 
will and correct ideals forged to the front in a responsible and exacting calling, 
and earned an honorable reputation as the head of one of the most important 
branches of public service. 
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EDWARD 0. HARRIS. 

The life of the eminent and successful business man, though filled to 
repletion with activity and incident, presents fewer salient features to excite 
the interest of the general reader than the man whose place in the public eye 
has been won through the glamour and display of military achievement. But 
to acquire distinction or  great prosperity in the business pursuits which give 
to the country its financial strength and credit requires ability of as high if 
not higher order than that which leads to victory on the field of battle. This 
will be readily appreciated by all who tread the busy thoroughfares of trade, 
for present-day industrial battles are almost as fierce as any. Thus the man 
who wins in this field, especially a t  an early age, as has Edward 0. Harris, the 
well-known mill man of Mt. Pleasant, Isabella county, is deserving of a great 
deal of credit and of the universal confidence and esteem which he today 
enjoys. Those who know him best will readily acquiesce in the statement that 
he is a man of unusual sagacity in business matters. exercising rare soundness 
of judgment, foresight and acumen and at the same time guarding well the 
honored name of the Harris family, also doing his full share in promoting the 
interests of his county. 

Mr. Harris was born at Mt. Pleasant on August 15, 1877. H e  is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John A. Harris, an excellent and well-known family, 
\\-hich is fu!!~; mentioned on another page of this work. 

Edward 0. Harris grew to maturity in his home town and attended the 
common schools, being graduated from the local high school. Being by nature 
of a business turn of mind, he started in the commercial world when young 
in years, entering the milling business with his father and uncles when eigh- 
teen years of age, and he is now in charge of a large and popular milling 
plant, which he is conducting in a manner that reflects much credit upon his 
business ability. I t  is the only grist mill in Mt. Pleasant and no better prod- 
ucts are turned out by any mill in the North. which fact results in the wide- 
spread demand for the products of this mill throughout the country. 

Mr. Harris also runs an extensive and well-equipped electric plant, 
which he purchased in May, 1907, and which furnishes light for the city. of 
one hundred and fifty kilowat capacity, the streets being lighted by it. I t  is 
one of the neatest and best little electric plants in this part of the state. 

Mr. Harris was married to Pearl Vroman, a lady of culture and refine- 
ment and the representative of a prominent old family, the date of their * 

wedding being in April, 19oj. This union has resulted in the birth of two 
children, Robert and Richard O., both at home. 
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Mr. Harris is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. H e  is a popular young man in all circles and 
has proven his ability to manage large affairs. 

The Harris Milling Company is one of those institutions which have 
contributed quite largely toward. the building up of this city, as well as the de- 
velopment of the territory surrounding, it being a pioneer among the business 
enterprises df this city. This mill was erected in 1872 by Harris Brothers. the 
firm consisting of J. A., W. E. and Henry G. Harris and Warner Churchill, 
a brother-in-law. This was the only mill in this section for many years, con- 
sequently attracting many farmers toward this city who othenvise might have 
gone in other directions for their merchandise. This mill has also furnished 
a good market for grains at sll times, a fact which has been, and is, thoroughly 
appreciated both by the people of this city and the farming community. 

This mill, when first put in operation, n-as a very modest one in com- 
parison \\-ith the present plant, it having been enlarged as the business grew 
and circuinstances would wzrrant, until today it is considered one of the best 
equipped flouring mills in this section of Michigan. The business was con- 
ducted by Harris Brothers from 1872 until 1898. when the Harris Milling 
Company. Limited, was orgmized, they having conducted the business up to 
the present time. The officers of the company are: President, Samuel L. 
Harris : secretary and treasurer, Edward 0. Harris. 

This mil! has a capacity of one hundred and fifty barrels of flour, seventy- 
five barrels OT buckwheat flour o r  meal and fifty tons of feed per day. The two 
brands of flour which this company pushes are "Famo" and "A I Bread 
Flour." besides putting first-class articles of buckxvheat, graham flour and 
corn meal on the market. They have worked up a very extensive local trade 
and besides have merchants handling their flours in every village or  city along 
the Ann Arbor railroad from O~wosso to Frankfort, while shipping to a con- 
siderable number of places on the Pere Marquette lines. Tney also ship quite 
extensively in car lots to Baltimore, Maryland, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

This mill also does a very extensiw "customs" business, that being the 
term applied to the business of grinding flour, etc., for the farmers of this 
section, the reputation for fair dealing and the production of a desirable article 
having built for them a very firmly established business in this line. The fact 
that this mill also furnishes a local market for all of the wheat and oats raised 
in this section is something which the farmers appreciate, yet in order to 
meet the demands of its business the firm is compelled to purchase in outside 
markets and ship to  this city annually from eighty thousand to one hundred 
thousand bushels of corn, which is ground into feed and shipped north. 
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This mill is run by water power, the company owning one of the most 
desirable water powers to  be found in this section of Michigan, from which 
there are a t  the present time six water wheels being run, with a total of five 
hundred and twenty-five horse power. Besides supplying all of the power 
needed for their own use in the conduct of the mills, the company leases power 
to the city of Mt. Pleasant, from which the municipal water system is run, 
and also to the Harris Electric Company, in addition pumping water for the 
Ann Arbor railroad for their water tank and round house at this point. 

PROF. ERNEST T. CAMERON. 

The life of the scholarly o r  professional man seldom exhibits any of 
those striking incidents that seize upon public feeling and attract attention to 
himself. His character is generally made up of the aggregate qualities and 
qualifications he may possess. as these may be elicited by the exercise of the 
duties of his vocation or  the particular profession to which he belongs. But 
when such a man has so impressed his individuality upon his fellow men, as 
to-gain their confidence and, through that confidence. rises to a hlgh and im- 
portant public trust, he at  once becomes a conspicuous figure in the body politic 
of the community and state. 

Prof. Ernest T .  Cameron. commissioner of public schools of Isabella 
count), is one of those scholarly men. who, not content to hide his talents amid 
life's sequestered ways, has, by the force of will and a laudable ambition, 
forged to the front in a responsible and exacting calling, and earned an hon- 
orable reputation as the head of one of the most important branches of public 
service. H e  was born on April 14, 1879, in Leith. Ontario, and is the son of 
John R. and Anna (Morrison) Cameron, the iather born in New Brunswck 
in 1849; they were married in Ontario, where the mother was born. in Grav 
county. Their living children are, Ernest T. of this r c i e w  ; Erma. who mar- 
ried I. D. Wallington, a well-known cit~zen of Mt. Pleasant: Morrison, \\ ho is 
attending the State Normal School at Mt. Pleasant. 

Professor Cameron was brought by his parents to Milbrook, Mecosta 
county, Michigan, when six months old, and there his father engaged in the 
mercantile business, and there the son grew to boyhood. In 1885 the family 
moved to Sherman City, Isabella county, the father being one of the early 
settlers there and one of the first to engage in the drug and hardware business. 

The subject received hls education in the district schools a t  that place, 
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his father remaining there the rest of his life, dying on January 9, 1908; the 
mother is still living, making her home with her son, Ernest T., during the 
winter months and on the old homestead in the summer time. After passing 
through the district schools, Ernest T. attended the Central Normal, where 
he received a graded life certificate in 1898. After working in his father's 
store one year, he attended the Normal College at  Ypsilanti and got a life 
certificate in 1900. H e  taught in the Holland high school one year, and while 
living there was married to Mattie Johnson, of Sherman City, who was born 
in Ontario, Canada, in 1578. She moved to Sherman City from Bay City, 
Michigan. T o  the Professor and \\ife three children have been born, one 
dying in infancy; Ronald was born in February, 1907, and Ernestine's birth 
occurred on Septemben 26, 1908. 

After teaching school a year after his marriage, Professor Cameron went 
to Lansing, Michigan, as  clerk in the auditor-general's office. where he re- 
mained three months, then was transferred as clerk to the state tax commis- 
sion, remaining in this position three years. H e  then returned to Isabella 
county, and spent t ~ o  years teaching and in business with his father-in-law. 
Gilbert Johnson, in a stock farm. The  father died at this time and Ernest T .  
took charge of his affairs in the spring of 1907. About the same time he be- 
came a candidate on the Rep~blican ticket for the office of school commissioner. 
and was subsequently elected. His term expires on July I, 1911. H e  taught 
science in the Central Normzl in the summer of 1908 and in 1910 taught the 
institute courses. His chief work as commissioner has been, first, in placing the 
buildings in all the school districts throughout the county in good sanitary con- 
dition and seeing that they are perfectly equipped, thereby permitting a larger 
amount of nork  to be accomplished, also in keeping the financial conditions 
of the various districts in better shape; and in bringing the county commis- 
sioner in closer touch with the schools of the county. He has been very suc- 
cessful in his nork, considering the short time he has served as commissioner. 
The enforcement of the compulsory educational act has to the present time 
resulted in doubling the number of the eighth grade graduates in the iast two 
years. The financial affairs of the school districts are in such condition chat the 
directors' reports of 1909 were, according to the state department of educa- 
tion. the first t o  be received in perfect condition. 

Professor Cameron is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees of 
Sherman City, Hammond Tent No. 307, he being past commander of the 
same. He is a charter member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Lodge No. 1164, of Mt. Pleasant; he is trustee of Castle Hall No. 66, 
Knights of Pythias, and a member of Mt. Pleasant Lodge No. 217, Indepen- 
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dent Order of Odd Fellows. H e  is senior warden of Waubon Lodge No. 305. 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Mt. Pleasant, the chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons of Mt. Pleasant, the council of Royal and Select Masters, at Lansing, and 
the Bay City Consistory, he being a thirty-second-degree Mason and prominent 
in Masonic circles. H e  is also a member of Moslem Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Detroit. Mr. Cameron was the first 
president of the library board of Mt. Pleasant. 

JOHN ADAMS DAMON. 

Among those men of sterling attributes of character IT-ho have impressecl 
their personality upon the community of their residence and have borne their 
full share in the upbuilding and development of Isabella county, mention must 
not be omitted of John Adams Damon, the present popular and efficient county 
treasurer and well known business man of Isabella county. H e  has exerted a 
strong influence for good, being a man of upright principles and desirous to 
see the advancement of the community along moral, educational and material 
lines. 

Mr. Damon was born June 4, 1850, in Madison. Lake county, Ohio. He 
is the son of George and Mary (Tyler) Damon, both natives of Massachusetts. . 

of which state their parents had long made their residence. There Slr. and 
Mrs. George Damon grew to maturity and were married, later moving to 
Pennsylvania. thence to Ohio. The following children were horn to them : 
Henry. who died in 1864, while in the Union anny; Harrison. \vho resides in 
Massachusetts; Rev. W. C., of Oakland, California: Isaac T., of Millington. 
Michigan: George E., who died at Pleasant Hill, Missouri, February IS. 
1910; Mary E.. who married Wash Woodard. of Windsor. iVisconsin: 
Frances E.. of Oakland, California; John A.. of this review: Charles. \vho 
died at  Denver, Colorado, April 3, I905 ; Martha, now Mrs. Frank Hulbert. 
lives in Salt Lake City. Utah. The parents of these children are both cle- 
ceased, the father dying in 1860 and the mother in 1864, both dying in i\-is- 
consin, where they moved from Ohio in IS;;, locating near Madison. 

John A. Damon, of this review, was five years old lvhen his parents 
moved to Wisconsin. He obtained a good education at Madison and spent 
three years in the preparatory department of the University of Wisconsin. 
and one year as a freshman. making four years in all in the State University 
there. He began his sophomore year. but was compelled to leave school on 
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account of -weakening eyes. Being inclined to try the rosy path of literature, 
he devoted considerable attention to this work, and he taught school for two 
years near Madison, working on a farm during the summer months. H e  later 
went to Beloit, Wisconsin, and was employed in a drug store as clerk there 
for four years, preparing to make the drug business his life work. At  this 
time he was married to Ella G. Jewett, May 10, 1873. She is the daughter of 
Joseph L. and Sarah Jewett. Her people were from Vermont and New York, 
respectively. She was born at Beloit, Wisconsin, May 10, 1853. To  this 
union these children have Leen born: Howard P., whose birth occurred at 
Beloit, July 31, 1874, is noxv a shoe salesman at Grand Rapids; Mabel G. was 
born in Millington, Michigan, on July 13, 1880, and she married Floyd Mit- 
chell, of Weidman, Isabella county. 

After spending four years in Beloit. John A. Damon located a t  Milling- 
ton, Tuscola county. Michigan. in the spring of 1876 and engaged in the drug 
and grocery business, he being a registered pharmacist. 

Mr. Damon has always been deeply interested in political matters and his 
genuine worth and public spirit has been recognized and appreciated by leaders 
in the Republican party. While at Weidman Mr. Damon was active in or- 
ganizing the first school district and later in the graded school district senred 
on the school board continuously while there. He was a member of the school 
board in Millington also. He was selected as the party's candidate for the 
state Legislature from the first district, Tuscola county, in 1886, and was duly 
elected, serving four years in a manner that reflected much credit upon himself 
and to the entire satisfaction of his constituents, winning a record in that im- 
portant body of which anyone might well be proud. H e  will long be remem- 
bered, among other things of service he did there for the general public, by 
introducing the Damon liquor bill. designed to regulate the general liquor busi- 
ness of the state. In 1% he was in charge of branch of recorded indebted- 
ness of the state of Michigan the eleventh census, having one assistant in each 
congressional district. The financial interests of the state were carefully gone 
over in this work, and six months were spent in this undertaking. 

In  the fall of 1891 Mr. Damon soid out his business and went to the 
state of Georgia, where he engaged in the manufacturing business, but re- 
turned to Michigan the following year. H e  purchased a stock of drugs and 
wall paper at Hubbardston, Ionia county, where he remained two years. then 
moved his goods to Weidman, Isabella county, in the fall of 1894, where he 
put in a line of groceries. H e  was burned out in June, 1897, but immediately 
rebuilt on a more extensive scale than formerly, and engaged in a general 
mercantile business. handling nearly everything but hardware. H e  continued 
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here with his usual success until December, 1906. In the fall of that year he 
was elected county treasurer, and was re-elected in 1908, having made a 
splendid record during his first term and he is now the incumbent of this 
office. Selling out his business at Weidman, this county, he moved his family 
to Mt. Pleasant and he intends to make his fumre home here, though he has 
retained some business interests in Weidman, being connected with the Weid- 
man Banking Company as vice-president. He is also connected with the 
Holmes Milling Company there, k ing  vice-president of this company also. 
Since coming to this county he has been successfully engaged in business. Mr. 
and Mrs. Damon have been for many years consistent and active members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 

CHESTER R. GORHAM. 

In reviewing the h~story of those who have been instrumental in the 
upbuilding and advancement of the material growth of the city of Mt. Pleas- 
ant, the name of Chester R. Gorham d l  rank among the first. Coming to 
Mt. Pleasant In 1888. he uith his brother and son established the plznt now 
known as the Gorham Brothers Co~llpany, giv~ng employment to many, and 
the homes nhich haw been built and the impro~ements which hrrre been 
brought about through the influence of this great work w-ill be a lasting monu- 
ment to his ability, quiet and unassuming ways, and honest industry. After 
!ong years of faithful service and toil. he rests from his labors. in the silent 
grave, the resting place of all mankind. where he sleeps the sleep that knows 
no waking, but the forces he set in motion here for the material and moral 
good of the community will never die away, and the example he set the young 
men of Mt. Pleasant in the way of a successful battle against odds and 
&stac!es a ~ d  of \\holeanme living in all the relations of life. is far-reaching 
an? 11 i!! ccn+i!xe to orom 

Chester R. Gorham, widely known as the president of the Gorham Broth- 
ers Company, was the scion of a sterling Eastern family. his birth having 
occurred in Chenango county, New York, in 1846. When but a child his 
parents moved to Ohio, settling at Euclid, near Cleveland, and now a suburb 
of the Lake City, and there he received his education and grew to maturity. 
When eighteen years of age he commenced the manufacture of baskets. I n  
his humble workshop was laid the foundation for the present extensive busi- 
ness of the Gorham Brothers Company. At first the working force was very 
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small, and frequently Mr. Gorham himself was the only man on the pay- 
roll, the payroll itself being somewhat irregular and uncertain. H e  was not 
easily discouraged and he pushed forward in the face of all obstacles, relent- 
lessly persevering until ultimate success crowned his efforts, becoming in due 
course of time the head of an institution of which he had just cause to feel 
proud, which will ever stand as a fitting monument to  his industry, sagacity 
and foresight. 

Mr. Gorhain maintained a home at  Cleveland where his family preferred 
to  reside, but the major portioii of his time was spent in &It. Pleasant. His 
death occurred on March 1 3 ,  1910. 

FRANK H. DUSEXEURIT. 

I t  is the progressive, wide-awake man of affairs that makes the real his- 
tory of a community, and his influence as a potential factor of the body politic 
is difficult to estimate. The  examples such men furnish of patient purpose 
and steadfast integrity strongly illustrate what it is in the power of each to 
accomplish, and there is always full measure of satisfaction in advertiiig even 
in a casual way to  their achievements in advancing the interests of their fellow 
men and in giving strength and so!idity to the institutions w-hich tell so much 
for the prosperity of the community. Such a man is Frank H. Dusenbury, 
one of the leading attorneys of southern Michigan and at  present representa- 
tive in the state Legislature. Such a life as his is an inspiration to others who 
are less courageous and more prone to give up the fight when obstacles thwart 
their way, or  their ideals have been reached or definite success has been at- 
tained in any chosen field. In  the life history of Mr. Dusenbury are found 
evidences of a peculiar characteristic that always makes for achievement,- 
persistency coupled with fortitude and lofty traits.-and as a result of such a 
life he has long stood as one of the hest known. most influential and highly 
esteemed citizens of Isabella county. 

Mr. Dusenbury was born in Mt. Pleasant, this county, on May 26, 1878. 
H e  is the scion of an excellent old pioneer family, being the son of Frank H. 
and May V. Dusenbury, the father born in Marshall, Michigan, and the mother 
born in Coldwater. this state. The father served his country during the 
Civil war as assistant paymaster on the gunboat "Prairie Bird," United States 
navy. At the close of the war he received an honorable discharge. 

The son, Frank H. Dusenbury, grew to maturity in his home town and 

(26) 
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receiied his primary education in the public schools, also attended the high 
school at Mt. Pleasant and at Saginaw. H e  was always a student and made 
rapid progress, and, having early in life decided to enter the law, he accordingly 
began to bend every effort in that direction, and after he had a general literary 
education, entered the law department of the University of Michigan, where 
he made a brilliant record and from which he mas graduated, in the class 
of 1902. Soon afterward he returned to Mt. Pleasant and opened a law 
office. His success was instantaneous and his clientele has continued to grow 
until he has long since taken a place in the front rank of attorneys in this 
and adjoining counties, figuring in most of the important cases that come up 
in the local courts. H e  is a painstaking. resourceful, energetic and fearless 
advocate. and keeps abreast of the times in every respect, especially in the 
matter of important decisions and state rulings. and he is a vigorous and in- 
dividual investigator. 

Mr. Dusenbury was elected, prosecuting attorney of Isabella county, and 
served the same with much credit to himself and to the satisfaction of all 
concerned, the court records standing as evidence of his eminent success as 
an incumbent of this important office. Having long been interested in the 
welfare of his county in a general way and taking a n  abiding interest in 
politics, he \-;as elected representative from his dlistrict in the state Legislature 
in 1 9 8 ,  serving until 1910, when, having made a brilliant record, he was 
re-elected. H e  has made his influence felt in the House for the good of his 
constituents and, is ever alert for the interests which he represents. As a 
speaker he is earnest. logical, forceful and often eloquent. So far, his rec- 
ord has justified the \visdom of the Republican party, which he has so faith- 
fully advocated, in placing him in this high office. 

On December 27. 1906. Mr. Dusenbury led to the hymeneal altar Edith 
E. Gorham, a lady of culture and refinement and the daughter of Ezra S. 
and Mary M. Gorham, a respected and influential family of Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan. lo Mr. and Mrs. &senbury one chiid, Anne, was born on June 
17, 1909. but died in infancy. 

Fraternally Mr. Dt~senbury is a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern 
Maccabees. 

Mr. Dusenbury is a young man of ability and talents, honest, conscien- 
tious and conservative. He believes, and has proven this belief by his record, 
that justice should be impartial, and that the arm of the law should be wielded' 
alike in the enforcement and defense of every citizen, regardless of poIitics, 
race, religion or financial standing. Although he believes that the safety of 
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society rests in the prompt and successful prosecution of crime, he yet believes 
that the machinery of the law should be set in motion only after due delibera- 
tion and careful investigation. H e  is truly making a name for himself, and 
his conduct in office has been such that he has not only gained, but retained, 
the confidence of all concerned, and, judging from his past r,ecord of honor, 
one would predict a future of much promise. 

FRANCIS H .  D0,DDS. 

Francis H. Dodds, of Mt. Pleasant, was born in the township of Louis- , 

ville, St. Lawrence county. New York, June 9, 18j8. H e  moved to Isabella 
county with his parents in 1866, where he attended the public schools and 
obtained his early education. H e  began teaching when he was but sixteen 
years of age and pursued this calling for three years, in the rural schools of 
the county. in the village schools of Mt. Pleasant and in the village schools of . 

Farwell, in Clare county. Mr. Dodds is a graduate of Olivet College; was 
graduated from the law de~artment of the University of Michigan in 1880, 
and was elected president of the law alumni of that institution for the then 
ensuing year. H e  has been engaged in the practice of law continuously since 
rhen-from 1884 ro lsSG at Bay City, Micl;igan, and during the rest of the 
time at Mt. Pleasant, and has served as city attorney and as  a member of the 
board of education of the latter place. Mr. Dodds is a Republican, and was 
elected to Congress from :he eleventh congressional district in Nc\,ember. 
~ g c S  and was re-elected to the sixty-second Congress in November. 1910. He 
is married and has four children, E. Nugent. Daphne A. Dorothy E. and 
Gertrude Mae Dodds. 

The present popular and efficient prosecuting attorney of Isabella county, 
Roy D. Matthews. is now moving along the pathway of professional success 
with many years of profitable activity before him. H e  is a man of thought 
and study and finds essential nutriment in dining and supping with the legal 
authorities. His life has been a busy and useful one. and he is a man of un- 
shrinking integrity, rigid honesty, technical in his definitions of right living in 
all walks of life. 
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Mr. Matthews was born in Thornapple township, Barry county, Michi- 
gan, February 11, 1878. He is the son of C. P. Matthews, who was born in 
Russell township, four miles from Chagrin Falls, Russell county, Ohio. From 
there he moved to Barry county, Michigan, when he was twenty-eight years 
of age. While living in Ohio he was married to Celinda Reed, at Chagrin 
Falls. From Barry county, Michigan, lie moved to Owosso, this state, where 
he followed teaming, and he is still a resident of that place. His children are 
as foliows: Arthur G., who lives in Shiaw-asse county, Michigan; Roy, of this 
review; Iva E., Bert L., Lilah and Pearl, all living in Shiawassee. 

Roy D. Matthews was ten years of age when his parents moved to 
Owosso City and there he sold papers for several years. He had attended the 
district school in Barry county and he finished the graded schools at Owosso. 
He then worked continuously without missing a day until the following Sep- 
tember, for E. F. Dudley, in the produce business in Owosso. In the fall of 
1899 he entered the University of Michigan, took the law course, workiilg his 
way through college, and wxs graduated with honors in 1902. He won the 
admiration of his fellow students, for he mas not assisted by anyone and he 
had many obstacles to overcome. After his graduation he went to the office 
of Watson &: Chapman, of Owosso, and remained there until January I ,  1903. 
He then established an office at  Shepherd. Isabella county. \tThile in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan he :Ton an "M" on the baseball team. '1I'hile in the office 
of Tiatson & Chapman he was appoin~ed by GOT-ernor Bliss as circuit court 
commissioner, which position he held with credit until his removal to Shepherd. 
He remained in that place until 1908. He enjoyed a very satisfactory prac- 
tice and won a wide reputation as a careful, painstaking and weil informed 
lawyer. The first month he was in Shepherd he made no more than expense 
money; the second month showed a small increase, and after that his busi- 
ness grew steadily until he became one of the leading members of the local 
bar. Being an ardent Republican and a public-spirited man, his ability and 
wxth were soon recognized by party leaders and he was elected prosecuting 
attoriiey in t h e  f;!! of :go% H e  mere?. tc? Mt. P!easar?t and since assuming 
charge of the duties of this office he has proven the wisdom of his selection, 
for he is always found at his post and has made a record of which his friends 
and constituents may well be proud. 

Mr. Matthews was president of the village ,while living at Shepherd and 
he did many things for the general good of that community. 

On October 27, 1903, Mr. Matthews married, at  Owosso, Michigan, 
Fannie C. Crawford, daughter of Robert D. and Olive Crawford, natives of 
Michigan and Massachusetts, respectively. Mrs. Matthews was born in 1882 
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at Owosso, Michigan. This union has been graced by the birth of one 
child, Olive Louise, who was born April 27, 1909. Mrs. Matthews graduated 
from the high school a t  Owosso in 1900. 

Fraternally Mr. &fatthews is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, 
Lodge No. 288, of Shepherd. the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of Mt. 
Pleasant, the Knights of Pythias a t  Owosso, and the Modern Woodmen of 
America at  Shepherd, being clerk of the latter for two or three years. 

Selling his property in Shepherd, he purchased very desirable property at  
Mt. Pleasant nhen he mobed here. M7hile in Shepherd he promoted and 
established an insurance business. nhich he sold when he moved to Mt. 
Pleasant. 

F;lTHER THOXI-IS O'CONNOK. 

The influence of Father Thomas O'Connor. worthy and well-known Cath- 
olic priest of Mt. Pleasant, has long been most salutary in Isabella county, 
where he has labored earnestly for the amelioration of his people, content in 
following the esample of the l o ~ I y  S-azarene and caring little for the admiring 
plaudits of men. H e  is eminently deserving of the high esteem that is re- 
posed in him by everyone, for his career has been that of a man \\-hose ideals 
are high and rhose heart is in his work. 

Father O'Connor was born on June 28. 1862. 011 a farm near Huntington, 
Quebec. Canada. remaining there until he was eight years of age. and there 
he began his educational training. He then moved to Albany county, Kew 
York, in 1870. In 1879 he entered St. LaL~rence College at Montreal, Canada, 
finishing the classical course there, then took two years' philosophical course 
with the Francescans at Brooklyn, l\'e\\- York. H e  then took theology at  
Latrobe, Pennsylvania ji3enedictine.s). He was ordained or, July 26, 1888, 
at Grand Rapids. Michigan? and was appointed assistant at St. Mary's church. 
Muskepon. Michigan. In January, 1891, he \\-as appoiilted to Midiand, and 
during the same year he wtis transferred to Grand Haven. On August I ,  

1899. he came to Mt. Pleasact. Michigan, where he has contin~led in the work 
to the present time, having built up the congregation in a manner that reflects 
much credit upon his earnestness of purpose. his genuine ability and his power 
to inspire confidence in his parish. H e  was instrumental in securing the paro- 
chial school, and he boflght the Sisters' property. Being an ardent advocate 
of  education, he has built here Sacred Heart Academy at an expense of about 
twenty-fire thousand dollars. I t  is beautiful in all its appointments, substan- 
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tial, convenient and well suited for every purpose. Here are eight Dominican 
Sisters. I t  is a diploma school of the University of Michigan, and here are 
to be found about three hundred pupils, and the school is in a very flourishing 
condition and wields a powerful influence in this section of the state. I t  is 
under splendid management in every respect. When Father O'Connor came 
here he found the church unfurnished; he had it remodeled, at  an expense of 
probably ten thousand dollars, making it a splendid edifice, and he also raised 
money to repair the Sisters' house. Since he came to Mt. Pleasant he has 
raised about fifty thousand dollars for buildings. H e  has a congregation of 
about three hundred families. These facts are certainly criterions enough of 
his indomitable energy and unswerving zeal. H e  has taken a great interest 
in all movements calculated to benefit the city in any way. such as inducing 
various enterprises to  locate here. He is well liked and popular, and justly 
so, by the people of this vicinity-of all classes and creeds. Personally he is 
a very pleasant gentleman, kind, genial, a fluent conversationalist and a man 
who a t  once inspires confidence and respect, never courting publicity, plain 
and unassuming. 

HARRY G. MILLER. 

I t  is not everyone who makes a success as a journaiisr or lxhlisher-ill- 
deed. there are perhaps more failures in these lines than in any other avenue 
of human endeavor. Like the poet. the newspaper man must be born-gifted 
by nature. Hundreds enter the ranks \\.ho, after a struggle against great 
odds, are borne under by the current and eventually take up something else as a 
life work. Thus he who makes a success as a devotee of the art preservative. 
over the "case" o r  in the sanctum of the editorial room. demonstrates that he 
has powers peculiar'to himself. and also that he has been a very hard worker. 
- 7  very i i~e iy  he is a public-spirited iiiaii. for it has da.;bt!ess beer, necessary for 
him to deciare 'nimseif on quesriu~i~ a d  issues 011 \\-hi& iiieii an6 pa;tics 
divide, and it is certain that he is an advocate for everything that goes to 
promote the upbuilding of his community. 

Such a man is Harry G. Miller. editor and joint owner of the Isabella 
County Cou&r, the popular Denlocratic paper of this vicinity, and ~vhich, 
under his able management, is regarded as a molder of public opinion and a 
power in promoting the principles of the Democratic party. 

Mr. Miller was born on January g, 1880, near Vassar, Michigan. H e  .is 
the son of H. A. Miller, long a pron~inent citizen in that section of the state,, 
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who at  the time of the subject's birth was editor of the Vassar Times. H e  
went to school in Vassar, and when about ten years of age the family moved 
to  Mt. Pleasant, the father becoming editor of The Democrat, which paper he 
purchased at that time and developed into a valuable property, and later was 
called the Isdel2a Couaty Courier. 

The  son thus grew up in a newspaper "atmosphere" in Mt. Pleasant. and 
under the judicious training of a wise sire he was early in life fitted for a 
career as  journalist, and while now young in years he is an able and ex- 
perienced publisher. Here Harry G. Miller attended high school, and later 
the State Normal, being graduated from the latter, x i th  a life certificate. 
in 1 9 1 ,  having made a splendid record for scholarship; but he did not make 
teaching his life work. He assisted his father in the office of his paper the 
summer after his graduation. In  the fall of 1902 he entered the lan- depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan and spent one year there. During the next 
four years he turned his attention to the stage and traveled as an actor 
throughout the country anti1 1907, evincing much talent in this line, and be- 
coming well known in theatrical circles. However. he did not enter the pro- 
fession in a serious manner, desiring to gain a knowledge of the \\-orld first 
handed. H e  gave up theatricals on account of his father removing to Saginaw 
and he was thus enabled to get a good business foothold in Mt. Pleasant, 
which he,tlid 11; taking charge as editor of the paper ox\-ned I>>- his father, with 
his hrother. Earl 31.. as business manager. The father is still working in 
Sagir,a\\- u-ith the United States Health and ilccidenr insurance Collipail~-, 
holding the position of purchasing manager of the institution and also is editor 
of Tkc . lcc idr l~t  =Igr. The mother makes her home in Mt. Pleasant. The 
sons have been \-er!- successful in their management of this paper. the circula- 
tion having rapidlj- increased and the prestige of the same hecome well estab- 
lished. -Is  stated. it is the only Democratic ne\\-spaper in the count!- and as a 
party organ it is most valuzh!e. being \\.ell edited and judicious1~- managed. 
It is rentleretl 1-alual~le as an advertising medium and has a lxight. clean ap- 
pearance from a tnechanical standpoint. its cohiiiiis ~ C C I I I  .:it!: the !atest. 
choicest and crispest nen.s and ~t is read I \ - i r i~  piaasuw and 11'0fit 1;)- ?L \vic!e 
and ever increasing circle cf  patrons. I n  the spring of 1910 (-Ipri!) Earl 
Miller went to Clifton. rtrizcna. becoming editor and manager of the Coppel. 
El-n. leaving Harry G. Xiller as  editor and manager of the local paper. 

If'hile at the unh-ersity 1\11.. Lliller l~ecame a member of the University 
Comedy Club. This led to his position with a theatrical troupe. giving him 
an opportunity to see the United States and to broaden his mind in many 
wa!-s, hut he was not reluctant to leare the stage when he saw an opportunity 
to enter his chosen life work. 
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Mr. Miller is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
at Mt. Pleasant, also the Knights -of Pythias. He belongs to the Phi Delta Pi 
of Central Normal, and he is a member of the Episcopal church. He is deeply 
interested in the growth and welfare of Mt. Pleasant and the general develop- 
ment of Isabella county and stands ready to aid in any movement for the good 
of the masses. 

GEORGE ABRAM DUSENBURY. 

This biographical memoir has to do with a character of unusual force 
and eminence, for George Abram hsenbury, whose life chapter has been 
closed by the hand of death, was for a long lapse of years one of the financial 
leaders and prominent citizens of Isabella county and one of the leading pro- 
moters of the city of Mt. Pleasant, having come to this section in pioneer 
times, and he assisted in every way possible in bringing about the transforrna- 
tion of the country from the v-ild condition found by the first settler to its 
later-day progress and improvement. While he carried on a special line of 
business in such a manner as to gain a comfortable competence for himself, 
he also belong to that class of representative citizens v ho promote the public 
welfare while advancing individual success. There were in him sterling traits 
which conmanded uniform confidence and regard, aiid his iileii~oly is today 
honored by all who knew him and is enshrined in the hearts of his inany 
friends. 

Mr. Dusenhury was the representative of a fine old family of the Wol- 
verine state, his birth having occurred in Marshall. Calhoun county, Michigan, 
on February 21, 184j. He was the son of John and Elizabeth (Butler) 
Dusenbury, natives of Broome county, New York. The father was a mer- 
chant and in 1836 he came to Michigan and settled at Marshall where he 
engaged successfully in the mercantile hnsiness nnti! his death ir. 185;. He 
was a mar? of excellent husi~ess qu,!if;.c2ticlns IX! 2 m2c cf hcccr 2x5 ic- 
tegrity, well known and highIy respected. 

When sixteen years of age George A. Dusenbury, of this review, hav- 
ing received a good common school education, launched out in the commer- 
cial world by taking a position as bookkeeper in the mill of E. B. Walbridge 
at Kalamazoo, this state. He then went to the United States and American 
express companies, and later spent four years in the Chicago office of the 
American Express Company, giving eminent satisfaction and gaining much 
general and practical knowledge in a business way. In 1866 he assisted in 
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starting a local express company in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, and after 
one year there he sold out and went to New York where he found employ- 
ment in the office of the h e r i c a n  Express Company, where he remained, 
giving his usual high-grade service, until 1876, when he returned to  Michigan 
and engaged in the mercantile business with increasing success for four years 
at Homer, Calhoun county. His brother, Frank, dying in Mt. Pleasant, in 
January. 1880, and his widowed mother and sister having already located 
there, he moved to this city 'and engaged in the real estate and loan business, 
and in 1881 established a private banking enterprise, in partnership with his 
brother, William C. Dusenbury, under the firm name of G. A. Dusenbury & 
Company, and they operated the same with success from the first until 1888, . 
when it was succeeded by Dusenbury, Nelson 8: Company, the two Dusenburys 
retaining their interest in the institution. This firm continued the business 
as a private banking- institution, but adopted the name Exchange Bank. In  
May, 1894. the Exchange Sal-ings Bank was organized and incorporated as 
a state bank, under the laws of the state, succeeding to the business of Dusen- 
bury, Nelson & Company. In  its list of first officers, G. A. Dusenbury was 
cashier, and William C. Dusenbury was assistant cashier. These officers con- 
tinued in charge of the bank until January 19. 1900, when another change 
was made in the officers, but the subject retained his old position, and in 
I903 he was elected president and continued in that important capacity in a 
r.?anner that reflected much credit upon himself and to  the entire satisfac- 
tion of all concerned until his death, on September 22, I F j .  

This is the oldest bank in the county and one of the most popular in this 
section of the state. I t  is in the market at all times for good loans, and 
makes a specialty of loaning its funds on Isabella county real estate, where 
the security is ample, and loans to school districts, the constant aim of the 
management having ever. been. to throw around each loan every safeguard 
consistent with sound and conservative banking. and its savings department 
is a very popular and important one. Nothing creates a stronger and more last- 
ing impression among commercial and financial circles with regard to the 
importance and prosperity of a city than the condition of her banks and 
financial institutions. In this respect the Exchange Savings Bank has con- 
tributed its full share toward placing Mt. Pleasant in a very enviable position 
with the outside world. Therefore. too much credit cannot be given to George 
A. Dusenbury nor too much reverence paid his .memory for establishing this 
bank, but there are many other reasons why he deserves a conspicuous place 
in the history of Isabella county. 

In 1884, in company with J. M. Shaffer, Mr. Dusenbury erected a sub- 
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stantial block at  Gladwin, Michigan, and engaged in the mercantile business, 
being v e q  successful. H e  was a man of fine business acumen, keen discern- 
ment, and exercised sound judgment and was by nature an organizer and 
promoter. Straightforward and honest in all his transactions with his fellow 
men, he commanded their utmost confidence and respect and was popular in 
all the relations of life. Personally he was a man of pleasing address, a 
genteel gentleman and charitable in his impulses. 

Mr. Dusenbury was married on June 24, 1875, at  Evanston, Illinois, 
to  Ida S. Perry, a lady of culture and refinement, and the representative of 
an influential and highly respected old family. She was born at  Lacon, 
Marshall county, Illinois, in 18jo. Five children were born to this union, 
Elizabeth, Allan T., Ross Butler, Ralph and Philip George. 

FRANK B. WHITEHEAD.  

The gentleman whose name appears at the head of this sketch holds an 
important and responsible position with one of the largest business firms of 
central Michigan, and the manner in which he has discharged his duties in- 
dicates that the trust reposed in his ability and faithfulness has not been 
misplaced. ?\'illiarn ITThitehead. the subject's father, n.as a native of Xorth- 
amptonshire, England, as was also the mother. who previous to her 
marriage was Betsey Mead. ;\fter the birth of three of their children, Mr. 
and Xrs. Whitehead came to the United States and settled in Wayne county, 
New York, where they made their home until about the year 1867, when 
they moved to Isabella county. Michigan. and settled on a new farm four 
and a half miles southwest of Mt. Pleasant. William Whitehead's motive in 
coming to Michigan was to secure more and cheaper land. but the failure of 
his crops on account of early frosts the first t\vo years greatly discouraged 
him. A fine crop awl  good ?rice< the third yea!-. howewr. put birr? -2por? 
his feet and from that time on his circumstances greatly improved, although 
the family suffered severely for several years on account of the ague, a &s- 
ease common to nearly all new countries. especially those heavily timbered. 

With the assistance of his sons. Mr. Whitehead in due time cleared a 
good farm and established a fine home in Isabella county, where he spent the 
remainder of his days. his first wife dying before the family moved to this 
state. He subsequently married Ann Reed, who accompanied the family to 
Michigan and who survived him a few years, leaving one of the three chil- 
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dren born to them, namely, Carrie, widow of the late Noble Moss, and who 
now lives on a part of the homestead. By his marriage with Betsey Mead 
Mr. Whitehead was the father of seven children, namely: Mary, who mar- 
ried Francis Nichols, a carpenter, and both are now deceased; Jennie, the 
wife of C. F. Marsh, whose occupation is farming and fruit evaporating; 
Charley, a carpenter by trade, and a successful superintendent, having served 
the Bickford &- Hoofman Grain Drill Company for a period of twenty-nine 
years, dying in their employ; George William, a farmer of Union township 
near the home place; Matilda. wife of Charles Slater. whose sketch appears 
elsewhere; Frank B., the subject of this review, and Estella, who married 
Henry Ellsworth and lived at  Rapid City, this state, both being now dead. 

Frank B. Whitehead was born November 7, 1857, in Wayne county, 
New York, and came to Michigan with his parents w-hen ten years of age. 
H e  remained at  home until twenty years old and at intervals in the mean- 
time attended the public schools. When strong enough to  be of service in 
the woods and fields, he was put to  work and in the clearing and developing 
of the farm in Isabelia county he faithfully and energetically bore his part. 
At the age of seventeen, he worked as a farm hand for several of the neigh- 
bors, and three years later accepted a clerkship with the Daugherty mercan- 
tile firm, which position he held during the five years ensuing. 

About 1891 Mr. Whitehead entered the employ of the Gorham Company 
a t  Mt. Pleasant, and remained \vith the  firm during the ensuing seventeen 
years, first as foreman, and  subsequent!^ as superintendent, in addition to 
the duties of the latter position. also b~iying and selling timber lands, serv- 
ing as superintendent about five years. Severing his connection with the firm. 
he went to the Pacific coast, where he spent two years buying timber lands, 
principally in Oregon. but at  the expiration of that time geturned to  Mt. 
Pleasant and again engaged with the Gorham Company, whose yard work, 
manufacturing, purchasing of timber, mill supplies, etc., he has.managed 
since the fall of 1909. being at  this time general superintendent of the busi- 
ness 17-ith. an average of one hundred and thirty men under him, a number 
which during busy season is not infrequently increased to two hundred. 
Mr. Whitehead possesses executive ability of a high order, as is demonstrated 
by the manner in which he manages important trusts and the responsible 
position which he now holds with one of the largest concerns of the kind 
in the central part of the state indicates his faithfulness as well as efficiency 
as a man of mature jud,ment, keen sagacity and wise foresight. By making 
his firm's int-erests his own and never losing sight of the rights and privileges 
of his subordinates, he has gained the unbounded confidence of his employers. 
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while his' courteous and gentlemanly treatment of those under him have 
won their loyalty and friendship and bound them to him as  with bands of 
steel. 

. In  his political faith Mr. Whitehead supports the Republican party, but 
has never posed as a partisan or seeker after the honors or  emoluments of 
office. H e  has served on the city board and board of public works, in both 
of which capacities he labored zealously for the interests of the municipality 
and was instrumental in bringing about. a number of improvements which 
have been highly prized by the public. Fraternally, he is identified with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and is also a member of the Masonic 
order of Mt. Pleasant. 

Mrs. Whitehead, who prior to  her marriage was Faithful McClure, was 
reared in Ohio, and is a lady of beautiful life and character, well fitted to be 
the wife of the enterprising man whose name she bears and honors. One 
son has blessed their union, Roy Brooks Whitehead, who was graduated from 
the Central State Normal School at  Mt. Pleasant, and is now principal of 
the public schools of Lakeview, this state. 

EUDELMER E. WILLIE. 

E. E. Willie, superintendent of buildings and grounds of the Central 
State Normal School a t  Mt. Pleasant, and for many years a leading citizen 
of the various localities in which he has resided, is a native of New York and 
a son of William and Mary (Hosmer) Willie, the former born September 8. 
1819, in New York City, the latter in Niagara county, that state, in the year 
1847 The father departed this life November 23, 1902, while the mother, 
who is stjll living, is spending the evening of her life at Mt. Pleasant, where 
she ha< a !arge circ!e of fl.:er.ds who prize her f s r  k r  x z n y  estimzb!e q d i  
ties cf micc! z ~ d  heart. 

Eudelmer E. Willie, who was born in Niagara county. New York, on 
the 8th day of December, 1850, attended the public schools in his youth and 
later pursued his studies for some time in a country academy. Leaving his 
natib.c c o u ~ t y  in the fall of 1871, when twenty-one years old, he came to 
Shiawassee, Michigan. where he taught school the following winter and in 
the spring ment to Genesee county, this state, where he also devoted the 
winter months to educational work. The next spring found him in Fanvell, 
Clair county, where he remained until his marriage. which was solemnized in 
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the county of Genesee, June 10, 1873, with Emma Knickerbocker, whose birth 
occurred in New York state on the 4th day of October, 1856. 

After spending the summer of 1873 in Genesee county, Mr. Willie, the 
following fall, came to Isabella county and settled in section 7, Vernon town- 
ship, where he bought eighty acres of land which he at once proceeded to 
improve and cultivate, the mean~vhile devoting his spare time to carpentry, 
which trade he had previously learned and which for some years he had carried 
on in connection with teaching. In due time he cleared up his land and de- 
veloped a good farm, later purchasing other real estate in the vicinity and 
during his residence of nine years in Vernon township he prospered as a 
mechanic and tiller of the soil besides acquiring considerable reputation as 
a teacher. At the expiration of the period indicated he was made superintend- 
ent of the county poor farm, which position he held during the ensuing 
twelve years, the meann-hile, as opportunities afforded, working on his own 
land and adding to its in~provement and value. Resigning the above post 
at the end of his twelve years of efficient service, he returned to his own 
farm where he followed the vocation of agriculture for a period of seven 
years and then rented the place and removed to Mt. Pleasant, and one year 
later became superintendent of buildings and grounds of the Central State 
Normal School, at Mt. Pleasant. which responsible position he now holds. 

In his present capacity, Mr. Willie has charge of all the buildings of 
:he institution with n-hich he is connected and looks after the grounds, which 
he sees are kept in condition as is required by the state, inspects all contracts 
for work and repairs on the premises, besides making all necessary incidental 
purchases and exercising supervision over the janitors. 

While a resident of Vernon township, Mr. Willie served three years as 
supervisor of the same, and for a like period was superintendent of the 
schools of that jurisdiction. He keeps in touch with the trend of modern 

. thought on ali matters of interest, is fully abreast of the tines on the leading 
questions of the day, and takes broad and liberal views of political issues, 
although a Republican and firm in his convictions and opinions. As a man 
and citizen, he has always stood high in the community in which he lived. 
and those who know him best speak in high praise of his many qualities and 
sterling worth. 

Mrs. Willie is the daughter of Andrus and Mary (Bauder) Knicker- 
bocker, natives of the state of New York, the former born October I, 1829, the 
latter on the aand of June, 1834. Mrs. Knickerbocker died January 24, 1906, 
and her husband', who survived her, is living at  the present time in the city 
of Mt. Pleasant. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Willie include the following 
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children: Alma, born May 30, 1875, is a teacher by profession, now holding 
an important position in the schools of Washington; she was a member of the 
first life class graduated from the Central State Normal and has achieved 
signal success in her chosen calling. Iva, who was born June 30, 1878, 
married Abe Vogel and lives in Montana. Stanley, born July 13, 1882, 
married Mary Park a n d i s  now a contractor and builder in Idaho. Glenn, 
whose birth occurred on the 17th of April. 1885, is unmarried and for some 
years has been living in San Francisco, California. Fay, the seventh in order 
of birth, is now pursuing her studies in the high school of Mt. Pleasant. 
All the above offspring have enjoyed excellent educational advantages and are 
intelligent and well fitted for the spheres of life in which they are engaged 
or for which they are preparing. They have tried to keep untarnished the 
family escutcheon and thus far  their conduct has been a credit to the hon- 
orable name bequeathed to them by a long line of ancestors. 

CHARLES D. PULLEN, M. D. 

The subject of this sketch, a leading physician of Ait. Pleasant, is a 
native of Allegan county, Michigan, born in the iillage of Allegan on the 
20th da) of August, 1864, being a son of a iarmer and merchant who moved 
to that part of the state a number of years ago from Wayne county, New 
York. After receiving his preliminary education in the schools of his native 
town, the subject completed the high school coarse in 1887. Being the oldest 
of the family, he was earlv obliged to contribute to  the general support of 
his parents and the younger children, accordingly, while still a mere youth, 
he made himself familiar with the mercantile business and a little later could 
do almost a man's work at any kind of outdoor labor. Actuated by a desire 
tc iqx-ore his educatioc, he worked among his neighbors for means to  
prosecute the ~aiiie aiid nlieii sufficieiit:y ad~aii ied in his studies, engage6 
in teaching, which calling he folloued for several winter seasons in the rural 
districts of Allegan county. While thus engaged, he yielded to  a desire of 
long standing by taking up the study of medicine in the State University at 
Ann Arbor, which institution he attended until completing the prescribed 
course in 1892, receiving, on June 30th of this year, the degree of M. D. 
from the College of Homeopathy. 

After his graduation Dr. Pullen located at Mt. Pleasant, where in due 
time he built up a large and lucrative practice, which he still commands, being 
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at this time one of the best known medical men of the city, with much more 
than local repute as a skillful physician and surgeon. Like others of his 
school, he has t o  contend with the prejudices of older practitioners, but his 
success compelled them to acknowledge his abilities and he now commands 
the respect and confidence of the medical fraternity of the city as well as of 
the general public. By a courteous, manly deportment, and by the gentle- 
ness and skill with which he treats his patients, he has greatly extended the 
area of his professional business and today occupies a conspicuous place among 
the leading physicians of the county besides standing high as an enterprising, 
public spirited citizen. 

Doctor Pullen has availed himself of every laudable means to add to 
his professional efficiency, including post-graduate courses in the cities of 
Chicago and Net\- York, wilere he profited by the instruction of some of the 
ablest medical men of the day. H e  also belongs to the county, state and 
American medical associations and keeps in close touch with their delibera- 
tions. A close and critical student. who belieGes in the honor of his calling, 
he has labored conscientiously t o  make himself a true healer, and, being in 
the prime of life with vigorous mentality, his many friends predict for him 
a bright and promising career in the future. 

Doctor Pullen was married. October ra, 1892. to Clara L. French, of 
Otsego, Allegan county, this state. who has borne him two children, Dwight 
French, ,-.E intelligent a d  manly yonth of fourteen. and Marian Clarice, 
who is five years of age. In addition to his general professional duties. 
Doctor Pullen has been medical attendant of the Indian Industrial School at  
Mt. Pleasant, and for five years served as secretary of the United States 
pension examining board at Mt. Pleasant. Aside from his profession, he 
is interested in nhatever makes for the materiai prosperity of his city and 
county, takes an active part in all measures for the general welfare of his 
fellow men and meets his every responsibilit- as one who knows his duty 
and, "knowing. dares maintain." 

WARNER CHURCHILL. 

This well-known retired farmer and business man and ex-soldier is among 
the many substantial citizens of Michigan whose birth occurred under another 
than the flag for whose honor he rendered such faithful and valiant service. 
Warner Churchill was born January 11, 1841, in Prescott. Ontario, and at  



4 1 6  ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

the age of five was brought to Oakland county, Michigan, where he grew to 
maturity, spending the years of his childhood and youth in the village of 
Orion and Oxford. His father being a merchant, the lad, went into the store 
at an early age and continued behind the counter until the former's death, 
which occurred when Warner was about seventeen years old. He then 
began working as a farm hand and a little later found employment in a saw- 
mill at Greenville, to which place he went in 1859 ,  the year after his father 
died. In 1861, with the spirit of patriotism which animated so many young 
men througho~~t the North, he eztered the service of his country to assist in 
putting down the rebellion, enlisting in a company recruited from the coun- 
ties of Whitewater, Lake and Washtenaw for the Third Michigan Cavalry 
under Colonel Misener. 

Shortly after his enlistment Mr. Churchill accompanied his command 
to Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, thence the following year to the scene of 
conflict in Missouri, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and other 
states. H e  was with his regiment throughout all of its varied experience of 
campaign and battle, took part in tbe action at Island No. 10 and various 
other engagements and participated in the ill-fated Red River expedition 
under General Banks, during which he realized in all of its significance the 
meaning of war. Later he was at the fall of Mobile and at the close of the 
war marched back to Baton Rouge, thence overland via Shreveport, to San 
Antonio, Texas, and on to the Mexican border during the anticipated troubie 
with Mexico in 1860, on account of the French invasion. In March of the 
latter year he was mustered out at San Antonio, and sent back to Jackson for 
his discharge, receiving which, he returned to Montcaim county, Michigan, 
and, locating six miles north of Greenville, began clearing a farm from the 
heavy woodland of that section of country. 

During the four years ensuing Mr. Churchill m-orked. hard, removing the 
forest growth and getting his land in condition for tillage and some idea 
of the extent of Elis !abors may be obtained from the fact that by the end of 
that time he had one iluildred acres in cuitivation, besides nlaking a num:~er 
of improvements. He did much of his farming in partnership with Henry 
Harris, his brother-in-law, and in 1873 the two came to Mt. Pleasant and 
joined the latter's brother, William Harris, in operating the grist mill at 
that place. 

Mr. Churchill bought an interest in the mill which he still owns, although 
he remained in the business as a partner but four pears. During that time 
the firm did a very thriving business and became widely known on account 
of the superior quality of their brands of flour, which always commanded 
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the highest market prices. Retiring a t  the expiration of the period indi- 
cated, Mr. Churchill has since resided in Mt. Pleasant, where he has a beau- 
tiful home, with a full complement of conveniences and comforts, and is 
now well situated to  enjoy the many material blessings which have come to 
him as  a result of his labors and the judicious management of his business 
interests. H e  has been active in municipal affairs and was largely instru- 
mental in bringing about the incorporation of Mt. Pleasant. his efforts in the 
movement leading to his election as the first mayor of the city, which office 
he resigned after a short time. H e  also served a s  supervisor of the village 
prior to  its being incorporated, and for several years represented his ward in 
the city council. n-here he n as influential in promoting much important munic- 
ipal legislation. In politics he is a Democrat and in religion a Methodist, 
being a zealous member of the Methodist Episcopal church in Mt. Pleasant. 
Fraternally he belongs to  Wabano Post No. 250, Grand Army of the Republic, 
in which he now holds the office of post commander, and his name also adorns 
the records of the Kn~ghts of Pythias, Knights Templar and Maccabees, in 
the city where he resides. 

The marriage of hlr Church~ll was solemnized on the -15th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1864. nhile he was at  home on a furlough, with Sarah Harris, sister 
of William, John and Henry Harris, esteemed citizens of Isabella county, 
who are mentioned elsen here in these pages, the union being without issue. 

ELI  L. FERRIS. 

The subject of this sketch. an honored representative of one of the early 
pioneer families of Isabella county. has been a life-long resident of Union 
township. hax-ing been born on the farm where he now lives =iugust 29, 1864. 
George .i. Ferris, his father. a natil-e of Broome county, New York, was 
born Xovember IS. 183j. and at the age o i  twenty he came ro hiichigm 
and spent the iour years ensuing at Saginaw. where he achieved considerabie 
reputation as a carpenter and builder. -4t the expiration of the period in- 
dicated he came up the Chippexva river by canoe to Isabella county, being 
accompanied by five Indians who carried provisions through the woods to 
the place where Mr. Ferris had previously decided to make a settlement. 
Leaving the river. he was obliged to cut a path through the dense forest to 
his destination. on reaching which he and the Indians hastily constructed 
four rude sheds or  w i p a m s  for the accommodation of the latter. after which. 

(27) 



418 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

with their assistance, he proceeded to  erect a simple log cabin .for himself 
and family. This, according to the most reliable information obtainable, was 
doubtless the first permanent settlement in what is now Union township, Mr. 
Ferris taking possession of his land merely as a squatter, as this part of the 
state at that time was not subject to  entry. In 1862, when the homestead 
act became a law, he laid ciaim to the quarter section of land which his son 
now owns, paying one dollar per acre as the fee for recording the entry. 

Addressing himself to the task of its improvement, Mr. Ferris worked 
early and late in all kinds of weather, subjecting himself to many- hardships 
and privations in order to  establish a home for himself and those dependent 
upon him. I n  due season his labors were rewarded and the farm which he 
developed from the wilderness was long a landmark, later becoming one of 
the finest and most desirable farms in the township. After a strenuous 
life, during M-hich he made a comfortable home and accumulated a coinpetencq-, 
this brave pioneer and estimable citizen was called from the scene of his 
labors and triumphs, dying in June, 1881, at  the age of forty-six years. 

Susan Miser, wife of George A. Ferris, was born in Wayne county, 
Ohio, March 4, 1835, and departed this life in Isabella county, Michigan, in 
October, 1897. The children of this excellent couple, four in number and 
all living, are as follo~vs: Laura A., born February 13, 1863, married 
Walt Ferris and resides in the state of Washington; Eli L., the subject of 
this rer-iexv, is second in order of birth; George Irving, born October 16. 
1865, married Frances Sangster and lives in Alberta, Canada; Nettie E., 
the youngest of the family, was born April 22, 1870, and is now the wife 
of -4lbert Harry and makes her home in Midland county. this state. 

As indicated in a preceding paragraph, Eli L. Ferris first saw the light 
of day in the family homestead where he now resides and his early life in- 
cluded the experience common to the majority of lads reared amid the active 
duties of the farm. As-soon as old enough to  be of service he was put to 
work in the woods and fields and it was not long until he became an expert 
axmar? as we!! as ar? eEcier?t helper at all kinds of manual labor required 
to clear the land and fit it for cultivation. While thus engaged he attended, 
as opportunities afforded, the public schools of Union township, and in due 
time acquired a fair knowledge of the common branches, this training, sup- 
plemented by reading and intelligent observation in later years, making him 
one of the well informed men of the community. Having a predilection for 
the soil, he early decided t o  devote his life to agricultke and that he has suc- 
ceeded in this laudable endeavor is attested by the fine farm which he now 
owns and the prominent place to which he has attained among the representa- 
tive men of his calling throughout Isabella county. 
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In  1904 Mr. Ferris turned his land over to other hands and moved to 
Mt. Pleasant, but, after a residence of four years in that city, yielded to a 
strong desire to resume agricultural pursuits by returning to the farm where 
he has since followed his chosen vocation with most gratifying results. In 
connection with tilling the soil, he is also quite largely interested in the rais- 
ing of fine live stock, devoting especial attention to Holstein cattle, with which 
high grade animals he has stocked a very successful dairy, the proceeds from 
which form no smalr part of his income. Among the various improvements 
he has made from time to time is the fine commodious barn, thirty by thirty- 
txzo feet in dimensions and a-ell adapted t o  all the purposes for which such 
structures are used, his other buildings being up to date and in excellent 
repair, his fencing first class and everything on the premises bespeaking the 
energy and oversight of a proprietor who understands his vocation and stands 
high among the leading men of the same in his part of the state. 

Mr. Ferris is a Republican in politics, but not a partisan in the sense of 
seeking office o r  aspiring to leadership, although he has filled with credit 
~ a r i o u s  local positions of trust, having served as commissioner of his town- 
ship and discharged the duties of the same with credit to himself and to 
the satisfaction of all concerned. Fraternally, he is identified with the 
Knights of Maccabees, Lodge No. 129. and Grange No. 814, and. religiously, 
subscribes to the creed of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which body his 
family aiso belong. 

Mary Lowe, who became the wife of Mr. Ferrls ~n 1890. bore hlm two 
children, Bessie Mae and George, both deceased Mrs. Ferris died March 
4, 1901. Mr. Ferris' second marrlage mas solemnized on July 3, 1904, with 
Mrs. Ida M. (Miser) Strubie, the union being without issue. By her pre- 
vious marriage Mrs. Ferris has tn o children. Coral L. and Gertrude M. Struble, 
the former born March 12, 1887, the latter on the 13th of November, 1895, 
both being members of the home circle 

JAMES D-4VIS. 

Few if any men are as widely known throughout Michigan and other 
states of the central and northwestern part of the union as the gentleman 
whose career is briefly sketched in the following lines. In the business en- 
terprise with which he was formerly identified he controlled the markets in 
the northern part of the United States and Canada and since engaging in his 
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present undertaking his name has become a household word among horse 
dealers throughout the entire country. Like so many of the substantial 
citizens of Michigan. Mr. Davis is a Canadian, having been born in Oxford 
county, Ontario, on the 27th day of December, 1847. At the age of nine 
years he moved with his parents to Huron county, in.the same province, 
where he remained until nineteen years of age, working on a farm the mean- 
while and during the last four years devoting a part of his time to the manu- 
facture of staves. 

At  the expiration of the period indicated young Davis went to  Door 
county, Wisconsin, whither his parents soon followed him, and during the en- 
suing four years dealt in cedar fence posts, working by the job. Being con- 
vinced of the feasibility of the stave business if conducted upon a somewhat 
extensive scale. he left Wisconsin at the end of four years and. going to  
Tuscola county. Michigan, engaged in the manufacture of staves in 1872. in 
partnership x~ith his brother, Michael Davis, the firm thus constituted lasti?g 
one year when the business was divided and the subject continued in the 
same line. ;Ifter continuing one year longer at that place, he moved to 
Saginau-. Michigan.. where during the s i s  years ensuing he built up a very 
extensive trade and became widely, known as one of the leaders of that line 
of business in the state While thus engaged he employed upon a n  average 
of one hundred and fifty men during the 1%-inter inonths and for a ~ h i l e  manu- 
factured more staves df the Canada pipe kind than all the other firms combined 
in the entire Northwest. In  1878 he moved his plant to Mt. Pleasant -where 
he continued the business with marked success for ten years. making thirteen 
consecuti\.e years in an eutesprise in d ~ i c h  he had little conlpetition acd \\-hich 
returned him a fortune of no small magnitude. In the meantime he turned his 
attention to farming which he carried on for several years in connection with 
his manufacturing interests. gradually dralving the latter to a close in order to 
give his attention to  another and entirely different kind of enterprise. 

In the year 1888 hlr. Davis discmtin~ed the stave business and, in part- 
nership \\-iii~ y. j. XcCrae. begaii dealing i:, 5iic M x : ! ~  horses. but zt the 
end of tu-o years the firm was dissolved and since that time the subject has 
been in the business alone. H e  owns a valuable farm of three hundred and 
sixty acres in Deerfield township. where he keeps his horses. devoting special 
attention to the Percheron breed, in the raising and handling of which he 
has met with success such as few horsemen attain. - I t  one time he had 
nine fine stallions, which represented a large amount of capital, seven being 
kept on the road. and the number of high grade animals on his farm varies 
from forty to fifty head, which he disposes of at  fancy prices. While de- 
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voting special attention to Percherons, he raises and handles various breeds 
of  heavy draft horses, the demand for which he sometimes experiences con- 
siderable difficulty in supplying. H e  has exhibited his animals a t  various 
horse, county and state fairs and wherever shown they invariably have taken 
the first prizes, four successive medals from as  many state fairs indicating 
the character and standing of his horses and his own reputation as one thor- 
oughly conversant with the business. 

Mr. Davis is a wide-awake man of sound, practical intelligence and ma- 
ture judgment and his efficiency in the business to which his talents are being 
devoted has given him an honorable reputation among the leading horse 
breeders of the United States. His farm is visited by dealers and buyers 
from all parts of the country and such is the high reputation of his animals 
that he invariably gets his own price and that. too, \I-ithout overmuch dis- 
cussion or debate. While in his former business he led all con~petitors and 
during the interim bet\\-een 1880 and 188; controlled the stave market at 
Quebec, manufacturing and shipping more staves than all others combined. 
In  a single year he .shipped as many as  seven vessels of staves to the European 
markets, and there. as on this side of the .Itlantic, was known as the greatest 
of American stave makers. -411 of his enterprises have proven successful 
and he is today one of the financially solid men of his county and state, and as 
a citizen exhibits the spirit and interest in public and general affairs which 
characterize the natural leader of men. Personally. he is held in high esteem 
and wherever known his name is synonymous with fair and honorable deal- 
ing and his character and reputation have ever been above reproach. In 
his own community his influence. lvhich is acknowledged by all. has had, 
much to do in moulding and directing opinion not only in business circles, 
but in matters of general interest and it is a compliment worthily bestowed 
to class him with the noted men of his day and generation in the city of his 
residence. 

Mr. Dax-is is a Democrat and, n-hile well informed on the leading ques- 
tions of the times, his business interests have been such as to prevent him 
taking a very active p a n  in poiitics. On state and nationai issues he vores 
in conformity with his party, .but in local affairs is indepenaent, giving his 
support to the man best fitted for the oflice he seeks. Reared a Roman Cath- 
olic, he has ever been a true and loyal son of the mother church, and as 
such has great influence among his parishioners, being a liberal contributor 
t o  the church at Mt. Pleasant and a leader in its various lines of good work. 

Mr. Davis' wife was formerly Mary Sweeney, and their marriage has 
been blessed with four children, whose names are as follows: Mary C., a 
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graduate from the Sacred Heart Academy and a singer of considerable note, 
married Dr. William F. Sheehan and lives in New York City. where her 
husband practices dentistry; Margaret L., who also was graduated from the 
above institution and from the normal school at  Mt. Pleasant, is unmarried 
and still a member of the home circle: Helen E., also a t  home, was a gradu- 
ate from both the above institutions, and is a young lady of fine mind and 
varied culture; Richard J., the youngest of the family, was graduated some 
time ago from the Mt. Pleasant high school and is now pursuing his studies 
ix :he State Central Normal School. 

GEORGE L. GRANGER. 

One of the influential citizens of Isabella county is George L, Granger, 
well-known merchant at  Mt. Pleasant. A man of excellent endowments and 
upright character. he has been a valued factor in local affairs and has ever 
c~mm~anded unequivocal confidence and esteem. being loyal to the upbuilding 
of his community and ever vigilant in his efforts to further the interests of 
his county along material, moral and civic lines. 

Mr. Granger was born in Kent county. Michigan, May j, 1846. The 
subject's paternal grandfather was born in Scotland and he married in Eng- 
land. They came to -4inerica in an early day and their son, William L, 
father of the subject. mas born in Troy, New York. five weeks after his 
parents landed. The  subject's maternal grandparents \yere both born in 
Londonderry, Ireland, and they, too, emigrated to the United States in an 
early day, and their daughter, Miranda Carr, mother of the subject, was 
born soon after they landed on our shores. When he was only one year old 
his parents moved to Prairiecille, Barry county. Michigan, and located on 
a :arm. E e  remained~ there until iSj4 when the family moved to Hastings ; 
tilere he went to sciiooi, and there his father was engaged in the mercantiie 
business until 1857 when he moved to Charlotte and engaged in the same 
line of business, remaining there until 1862. Then the subject proved his 
mettle and his love of country, although a lad of only fifteen years, by en- 
Iisting in the Federal army, as  a member of Savage's brass band, playing a 
baritone horn, this band being with Custer's cavalry. and he remained in the. 
same until it was dispensed with just before the battle of Gettysburg. H e  
was then given duty as a clerk, remaining as such until the close of the war. 
He remained in the same line of work after the close of hostilities and was 
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sent to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and was mustered out of the service on 
June 27, 186j. H e  then went to Grand Ledge, Michigan, and engagecl in 
the mercantile business for four o r  five years, making a great success there. 
In  December, 1871, he came to Mt. Pleasant and continued in the mercantile 
business until the present time. His place of business burned in 1876, but, 
nothing daunted, he built again on a more pretentious scale, a two story 
structure. H e  built his present substantial block in 1 8 7 6  and has been in his 
present location ever since. H e  at  first handled drugs and groceries alone, 
and while he still handles both lines he has added others. His store is in 
shape like an L and faces Main street and Broadway, drugs being on one 
side and the other entrance is to the groceries. H e  has a substantial, con- 
venient and well arranged store, three stories high, built of brick, and he 
has a modern and well furnished building, the store being twenty-two by one 
hundred feet. H e  owns considerable property both in the city and county 
and has been very successful as a business man, making a success of whatever 
he turned his attention to. He has always managed well and has made what 
he has unaided and in an honest manner. H e  is well known throughout 
the county and his trade extends into remote parts o i  the same. H e  has 
been in partnership all the while with F. \h;. Carr, since coming here. Their 
store is always well equipped with a carefully selected stock of goods and 
their aim is to give full value received. 

Mr. Granger v-as married on Februarq; 2.  1891. to Emma Loomis, at  Mt. 
Pleasant. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David Loomis, of Indian 
Mills, as the place was formerly known. This union has resulted in the 
birth of the following children: Gretchen, born February 10, 1892 ,  is a 
graduate of the local high school and is living a t  home; Barbara was born 
August 18, 1895 ,  and is attending school in Mt. Pleasant. 

Mr. Granger has always done what he could toward helping the institu- 
tions of the county, particularly the nornal school, the Indian school, the 
Ann Arbor railway, the Pere Marquette and many smaller enterprises. H e  
is a noted follower of Izaak Walton, delighting in fishing, frequenriy going 
to the best streams in the northern country where the best iish abound. Fie 
votes politically as he chooses, generally for the man whom he deems worthi- 
est to fill the office sought. Personally he is somewhat reserved and never makes 
a donation to charity o r  does anything, in fact. for the sake of the notoriety 
it may bring him-indeed, he has always avoided publicity, desiring to do 
what good he could for the sake of doing good alone. H e  is a very pleas- 
ant and agreeable gentIernan at all times and has a host of warm personal 
friends, and his large succ.ess in the business world is well merited. 
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JACOB NEF?;. 

The proud title of self-made man has been fairly and, honorably earned 
by the enterprising citizen whose career is briefly sketched in the following 
lines. T o  begin the struggle of life without capital o r  the prestige of family 
or  friends, to surmount obstacles calculated to  hinder and impede our progress, 
and finally to rise superior to all opposing circumstances and reach a condi- 
tion of financial independence in business circles and a position of honor and 
trust in the sphere of citizenship, indicate ability, judgment and initiative 
such as few possess. Jacob Neff is essentially a man of affairs, practical in 
all the term implies, and it is with more than ordinary satisfaction that 
the following review of his active and eminentiy successful life is placed 
upon record, so that others, whose careers are still to be achieved, may imi- 
tate the example which he so worthily affords Mr. 'Neff was born June 13, 
1851 ,  in Lorain county, Ohio, where his parents, natil-es of Alsace, France, 
now Germany, had located some years before and where their respective 
deaths also occurred. When about fourteen years old he came to Ionia 
county, Michigan, where his two older brothers were then engaged in the 
boot and shoe business and began learning the shoemaker's trade under his 
brother, Louis, wit11 whom he remained three years, receiving for the first 
gear four dollars per month, and eight and twelve per month, respectively, 
for the third and fourth years. During the period indicated he became very 
proficient in the work and it was while plying his trade that he also studied 
music and achieved a wide reputation as a skillful violinist. 

Mr. Neff had a natural aptitude for music, as had his brothers, also 
their father. having been a musician in the French army and an accomplished 
player on nearly all kinds of instruments. While in the military service he 
taught inmic to such as  desired to learn, and also imparted instruction in 
various languages. having been a linguist of considerable note and able to  
converse fluently in seven tongues. While still a youth. Jacob was abie t o  
play for dances and other social functions and in this way he added materiaily 
to his income. Of a thrifty and economical nature. he saved his earnings 
with scrupulous care so that by the end of the third year with his brother 
he had succeeded in laying zside four hundred ninety-nine dollars and ninety- 
nine cents, a handsome sun1 to be accumulated by a youth whose surround- 
ings tended towards extravagance. 

With the above capital young Neff embarked in the boot and shoe busi- 
ness at  Sheridan, Montcalm county, in partnership with his brother, George, 
and it was not long until their store became the leading establishment of the 



ISABELLA COUNTY. MICHIGAN. 425 

kind in the town. In  connection with merchandising they did a thriving 
business, buying and selling all kinds of peltry, furs, hides, etc., and during 
the three o r  four years spent at  Sheridan they accumulated considerable means 
and were among the financially strong men of the place. While living there 
Mr. Neff, a t  the age of twenty-four years, was united in marriage with Ruth 
B. McDonald, a native of Pennsylvania, though reared in Ionia, Michigan, 
shortly after which he disposed of his interest in the store and, in partner- 
ship with his brothers, John and Louis, bought the Glenn lumber mill, which 
they moved from Sheridan to McBride, in the same county, and engaged 
in the manufacture of lumber ancl shingles. Purchasing three hundred and 
sixty acres of timber land in the vicinity of the town, the Keff brothers 
began operations and in due time built up an extensive lumber business, buy- 
ing land the meanwhile and purchasing timber from various parties. Dur- 
ing the twelve years they remained at McEride the firm sawed all the timber 
from a large area of territory and in addition thereto also did a large and 
lucrative business manufacturing shingles, which in time became their chief 
interest. They sold nearly all the latter product in New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, and other eastern markets, gave employment to an average of about 
twenty-three or twenty-four men and soon forged to the front among the 
leading shingle makers of the state. 

The Neff brothers embarked in the lumber business with a capital of 
eight thousad dollars and at the expiration of the period indicated, with a 
surplus considerably in excess of one hundred thousand dollars, they closed 
out. With no previous experience, they successfully did business alongside 
of old lumbermen, who failed and who frequently predicted the same fate 
for them, but they owed their success to  the persistency with which they 
pushed their business and by always looking on the bright side. The sub- 
ject made several judicious investments in real estate. a part of which was 
a fine farm of one hundred sixty acres on which he erected good buildings 
2nd made various other improvements. H e  lived in this place until 1891, 
~~--hez,  c!esirir.gr better educational advantages for his children, he moved t o  
Mt. Pleasant, where he has since resided. Since taking up his residence 
in the above city, Mr. Neff has devoted his attention very largely to real 
estate, which, like his other enterprises, proved quite successful. H e  has 
p~~rchased and improved several city properties, erecting four neat modern 
dwellings, besides other buildings, and among his various holdings are two 
store buildings in Mt. Pleasant and two fine farms of eighty acres each, one 
two miles east, the other three miles southeast of town, a third farm of 
eighty acres in Mt. Pleasant township, one of two hundred and, forty acres in 
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the township of Nottawa, and a tract of three hundred and twenty acres on the 
St. Louis river, in the state of Minnesota. I n  addition to  these large and 
important interests, he is also actively engaged in agriculture and stock rais- 
ing, giving special attention to the breeding of high grade Holstein cattle 
and other blooded stock, and realizing handsome returns from the same. 
He is always in close touch with all of his properties, keeps his various 
buildings in excellent repair and managed his affairs with the skill and fore- 
sight w-hich have characterized all of his dealings and which have been in- 
strumental in making him the shrewd, broad-minded business man that he is 
today. 

As indicated in a preceding paragraph, Mr. Neff began life a poor boy 
and the success which he has since achieved, shows him the possessor of ability 
and acumen such as few under similar circumstances would have displayed. 
His career, though marked by continuous advancement, has been eminently 
honorable and praiseworthy and among his neighbors and fellow citizens his 
character is above reproach ancl his simple word as sacred as a written ob- 
ligation. He has always kept clear of political and public affairs and attended 
strictly to his own business, being independent in the matter of voting and 
never aspiring to the honors of office; nevertheless, he manifests a lively in- 
terest in the welfare of his city and its people, encourages all laudable meas- 
ures for the public good and is ever ready to lend his influence and support 
to better the condition o i  his iellow men. Fie is a member of the Masonic 
brotherhood, belonging to Edmore Lodge No. 260, aside from which he is 
not identified with any other fraternal or social organization. 

Mr. and Mrs. Neff have four children, the oldest being a son, Noillla, 
who married Libbie Demings McKay and is engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
Mildred, the second in order of birth, is the wife of Clarence Spooner, of 
Isabella county. Florence is still with her parents and Walter. the youngest. 
is a married man. doing for himself, his wife having formerly been Helen 
x r - .  - ~ ~ l y e ~ s ,  of this c~*ii$ 

H E N R Y  G. HARRIS. 

The  subject of this sketch, who is now living a life of honorable retire- 
ment in the city of Mt. Pleasant, was born in London, England, September 
9, 1846, and in 1852, when obout six years old, came to America with his par- 
ents, William S. and Sarah (Heath) Harris. who settled in Montcalm county, 
Michigan, where the lad spent several ensuing years in close touch with 
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nature on a farm. Both of his parents were natives of the great city in 
which his birth occurred, the father being induced to immigrate to this country 
in expectation of securing either land or rem'unerative employment, though 
not at  his trade, as he was an expert cork cutter, a calling for which there 
was little demand at  that time on this side of the Atlantic. On coming to 
Michigan, William Harris settled in the woods of Montcalm county and 
spent the remainder of his life cutting out a farm and establishing a home 
for himself and those dependent upon him. H e  did not live, however, to 
enjoy the fruits of his labors, dying two years after securing his land, leav- 
ing a widow 2nd. five children, all small and able to contribute but little to 
the support of the family, the oldest being about thirteen years of age when 
deprived of a father's care and guidance. 

Actuated by a laudable ambition to make the most of her opportunities, 
the mother took charge of the fa1-n~ and, the children n-orking with her and to 
each other's interests, the family XJ-as kept together and in due time succeeded 
in getting a fair start in the world. The sons remained on the farm, and 
as soon as old enough attended to the cultivation of the same, the daughters 
working out the meanwhile and contributing their earnings to a common 
fund. I n  this way they made substantial progress, and in the course of a 
few j-ears were in comfortable circumstances with well defined plans for 
the future. They built the first mill in 1873 in Mt. Pleasant, which, under 
the firm name of Harris Brcthers, did then and has since done a remuneratix-e 
business which added w r y  materially to the general income. 

In  the spring of 1873 the Harris family transferred their-residence to 
Isabella county, though still retaining the farm in the county of Montcalm, 
the farm being in charge of a brother and a brother-in-law by whom it has 
been operated with gratifying success, the earnings from the mill alone mak- 
ing all of them practically icdependent. William Harris is now the mil!er. 
Henry G., however. being able to take charge of any part of the work, as 
he is a skillful mechanic and familiar with every phase of the milling busi- 
sess, 2s he is also with the pursuit of agriculture Henry G. Harris grew 
up with proper conceptions of life and the duties and responsibilities of man- 
hood and by industry and judicious management has succeeded in accumu- 
lating a sufficiency of this world's goods to enable him to retire and spend 
the remainder of his days in the enjoyment of the ease and comfort which 
he has so nobly earned. He has private interests which require the greater 
part of his time and attention, among which is the raising of ginseng, an 
enterprise in which he ventured a few years ago upon a small scale, but 
which, notwithstanding the limited area of forty by sixty feet on which the 
plants grow, now yield him in escess of three hundred dollars per year. 
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Encouraged by such returns, he proposes to engage in the business mQre ex- 
tensively hereafter and his neighbors and friends are now watching with great 
interest an enterprise which promises such large returns 

Mr. Harris was married April z, 1874, in Montcalm county, to Mrs. 
Annie V. Stilwell, a native of Holmes county, Ohio, and the widow of 
Andrew J. S the l l ,  an ex-soldier of the Civil war. Prior to her first mar- 
riage she bore the name of Mankin, her parents haviilg come to Michigan 
a number of years ago and settled in the county of Montcalm where she 
grew to womanhood and received her educational training. One child has 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Harris, a son answering to the name of Alfred 
M., now a lad of twelve years who is pursuing his studies in the city schools. 

In his religious faith Mr. Harris is a Methodist and a zealous worker 
in the church at  Mt. Pleasant, as is also his wife, who for five or six years 
has been one of the stewards of the congregation. She is likewise interested 
in all the social functions of the church and good work under the auspices 
of same. is a member of the Woman's Relief Corps and of the Pythian 
Sisters. in both of which societies she has been honored at intervals with 
important official positions. Mr. Harris believes in getting all the legitimate 
enjoyment out of life there is in it, to which end he spends the greater part 
of the winter months in Florida. where in the quite pursuit of angling he 
finds rest for both body and mind, the summer season usually finding him 
in the northern woods of his own state. 

WILLI.4M CARNAHAN. 

Specific mention is made of many of the viorthp citizens of Isabella 
county within the pages of this book. citizens who have figured in the growth 
and de\.dopineni of this favored !oca!ity and whme interests 2re identified 
wlth its every phase or' progiess, each coniriSu2iiig in his sphere s f  netisr: t.;. 
the well being of the community in which he resides and to the advancement of 
its normal and legitimate growth. Among this number is he nhose name 
appears above. 

William Carnahan, weli known auctioneer and liveryman of Mt. Pleas- 
ant, was born on July 31. 1841, in Caledonia township, Livingston county, 
New York. He is the son of Elijah and Catherine (Dinaman) Carnahan, the 
father born in Bath, Stebben county, New York, and the mother in Cato town- 
ship, Allegany county, New York. They were married in Livingston county, 
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New York, and after their marriage spent the balance of their lives in that 
county. The father died in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1902,  having survived his wife 
a half a century, her death having occurred in Livingston county, New York, in 
1851. The father was a cooper by trade and followed this all his life. Three 
children were born to them: Charles died in Andersonville prison in 1863, 
having been captured while a soldier in the Federal army; Mary died in 18jo; 
William of this review. 

William Carnahan worked on the home farm until he was seventeen 
years old. He then showed his patriotism by enlisting in the Tn-enty-fourth 
New York Battery, which was formed at  Perry, Wyoming count>-. that state. 
his enlistment bearing the date of August 28, 1862. He was under Captain 
Lee, and was in the battles of Newburn, North Carolina, Kingston. \Vhitehall. 
Goldsboro, Weldon, Peletier's Mill, Newport and others. He was taken pris- 
oner at Plymouth, Xorth Carolina, -4pril 20, 1864. He was in the 3licldle 
Department of the Army of North Carolina. He was wounded \\.hen captured 
and was taken to Salisbury, North Carolina, later to prison at Savannah, 
Georgia, also Milan and Andersonville. His brother was captured at the same 
time and the two \\-ere taken to prison together until the death of the brother, 
already mentioned. This was five months and ten days after they were cap- 
tured. The subject was in prison thirteen months in all. When captured he 
weighed one hundred and seventy-five pounds. and when released his weight 
was eighty pounds. showing that he had undergone great privation. He was 
paroled and later exchanged at Savannah and was given furlough to go home. 
So he returned to New York and was home three months, returning to the 
army in time to take part in the Grand Review in Washington City. He was 
discharged at Syracuse, New York, on July 7, 1865. Later he came to 
Michigan and settled at  Hubbardston, Ionia county. In September. 1866, he 
married Nannie Proseus. daughter of Anson and Susan Proseus. She was 
born in 1848, in Sodus, Wayne county, New The family moved to 
Michigan. and lived for a time in Bloomer, Montcalm county, later at Hub- 
hardston. Tonia county. Mr. Carnahan meeting his wife in the latter place. TO 
this union these children were born: Charles, born June 17, 1867, married 
Princie Peak, of Mt. Pleasant. in which city Mr. Carnahan is n o r  assistanr 
postmaster; Pearl was born in Hubbardston, Michigan. Mr. Carnahan mas 
for several years engaged by a lumber company in Hubbardston, driving a 
team. He also drove a stage from Pewaumo to Hubbardston and Carson 
City for several years. He conducted a livery barn at Hubbardston. but was 
finally burned out. He then. in I@, moved to Mt. Pleasant, buying property 
here and began a livery business in the McDonald barn on Broadway and 
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lived over the barn for eight years. H e  then purchased the house in obich 
he now lives and built a barn : the former faces Lansing street and the latter, 
which is just back of the house, faces Franklin street. H e  owns both lots and 
both buildings. His barn !lolds about twenty-five horses, and he is well 
equipped to do a good business. He began auctioneering about thirty years 
ago. in 1880, and he has continued in a very successful manner to the present 
time, and he is widely known, being the principal auctioneer of his county. 
Probably no man in the county is better known. H e  was deputy sheriff of 
Ionia county for  twelve years, and he has been superintendent of the third 
ward in XiIt. Pleasant for the past ten years, still holding that office. Politi- 
cally he is a Republican. H e  belongs to  the Mt. Pleasant post of the Grand 
. k n y  of the Republic. and fraternally he is a member of the Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons at  Mt. Pleasant. 

WILLIAM MORGAN TICE. 

The gentleman whose sketch is here submitted is honored member 
of one of the old and highly esteemed families of Union township, Isabella 
county, and as such is worthy of being represented among the leading citizens 
of the same. Like many of the substantial yeomanry of central Michigan, he 
is of Canadian birth and first saw the light of day in Dunnville, Ontario, 
September 2, 1861. 

His parents, William and Elizabeth (Xfarkle) Tice. were reared, in 
Canada and remained in the province of Ontario until 1866 when they 
moved to  Saginaw county, Michigan, and spent the ensuing nine years carv- 
ing out a home from the vdderness in 1%-hich they settled. At the expira- 
tion of the period indicated the family move4 t o  Isabella county and located 
on land about one and a haif miies west of old Couacil Xocm or Ir?dian Mills, 
the place having been an Indian reservariun on \I hi& but !i::lc im-,rxer?.ent had 
been made. William Tice bought one hundred and twenty acres of this 
land and at once took possession, moving into a little frame shack, fourteen 
by twenty-four feet in dimensions, and containing a single ~ u o i r ,  @e lim- 
ited quarters for a family of nine members. The nearest neighbors were 
Indians, there being but two white Inen within a radius of a mile from the 
cabin. These men, a Mr. Loomis and a man by the name of Wait, both 
afterwards died where they originally settled. 

In the fall of 1875 Mr. Tice put in a small crop of wheat and during 
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the.following winter experienced not a few hardships, owing to the scarcity 
of,food and the long distance to the nearest market place. it being eighteen 
miles to  Clare and twenty-four to Alma. H e  made several trips to those 
villages, cutting a road through the woods the greater part of the way and 
encountering many obstacles in other places where the timber had been re- 
moved by lumbermen, leaving the branches and portions of the trunks of trees 
in promiscuous confusion. He purchased the first threshing machine ever 
brought to  his part of the county, hauling it over one of the indefinite roads 
described above, and operated the same until his death. I\-hich occurred on 
the 18th of October, 1876, at  the age of forty-nine years. 

On the death of their father the two older sons, Byron E. and William 
&I., took charge of the farm on which they worked during the spring and 
summer months, devoting the winter seasons to labor in the lumber camps. 
During the greater part of the winter time William remained in the woods, 
Byron and the younger brothers clearing and improving the farm, which in 
due time became one of the best and among the most desirable homes in 
the locality. Mrs. Tice departed this life in the spring of 1893, aged sixty- 
two years. She was a kind and loving mother, an excellent manager, and 
'uring the years of her widowhood. when she was the head of the family, 
the farm was well tilled and everything connected therewith appeared to 
prosper. 

. The early experiences of William M.-Tice while clearing the home farm, 
working in the xvoods and mingling with the Indians, were always interest- 
ing and at  times quite thrilling. As long as his mother lived he worked for 
her interests and by every means within his power ministered to her comfort, 
proving under all circumstances a true and loyal son, who iost sight of self 
in his efforts to promote the welfare of others. Some time after the death 
of his mother he went to Dakota, in which state and northern Minnesota 
he spent the summers, but inheriting forty acres of the home place he re- 
turned and, taking possession of the same, for some years thereafter devoted 
his attention very closely and successiuiiy to the pursuit of agriculture. Sub- 
sequently he purchased forty additional acres of the hon~estead, thus making 
a beautiful and improved farm on which he lived and prospered until I ~ I  

when he hired a man to operate his farm and engaged in the ice business 
at  Mt. Pleasant, which enterprise he still carries on, the success of which 
having more than met his most sanguine expectations. 

From a modest beginning in the above year, Mr. Tice has greatly en- 
larged the scope of his business, handling at  this time about seventeen hun- 
dred tons of ice per year. which affords constant employment to four men 
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and during certain seasons to a much greater number. H e  furnishes the 
city with an abundant supply of fine, wholesome ice and, his business increa- 
ing with the increase of population, he has been obliged to enlarge the capacity 
of his houses from time to time in order to meet the growing demands of 
his customers. 

Mr. Tice votes with the Republican party and has served two years as 
supervisor of the first ward, though by no means an office seeker. He be- 
longs to the independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of the Maccabees 
and the order of Woodmen, in all of which he is an active and influential 
worker, besides having been honored at  different times with important official 
trusts in the different organizations. 

Mr. Tice was married December 13, 1888, to Ida May Newberry, of 
Midland county, Michigan, the union resulting in the birth of seven children, 
namely: Bertha E., wife of Prof. Lee K. Griggs, a teacher of manual train- 
ing in the Mt. Pleasant high school; Sophia, Arthur, Ruby, Clara, Joyce, Ida 
and Morgan, all living except Ida, who died when eighteen months old. 

The following are the names of the subject's brothers and sisters in order 
of age: Mary E. married Thomas McCartney and lives in Midland county, 
this state; Murray died at the age of thirty-six: Byron E. lives on a part 
of the family homestead in Union township; William NI. of this review is the 
fourth in order of birth; Helena, widow of John Swanson, lives in Nottawa 
township; Levi is a resident of Emmett county, Michigan, and Fred, the 
youngest of the family, lives in the town of Kalkaska, Michigan. 

EZRA S. GORHAM. 

The name of Ezra S. Gorharn will be one of the best remembered in the 
history of Isahella co~mty of the present generation for it was long very 
c!=se!y zssccizted with her ?xsir?ess ax! finaxial interests, and although he 
is today numbered among the silent inhabitants of "God's acre," the good 
he did, his many little acts of kindness and the influence of his wholesome 
life still live and are potent in the lives of many who were associated with him. 

Ezra Gorham was well known as the treasurer of the large firm of the 
Gorharn Brothers Company, of Mt. Pleasant. He came of an excellent fam- 
ily of the old Empire state, his birth having occurred in New York in 1848, 
but he was reared in the state of Ohio whither he moved with his parents 
when a child, and he received his education and early business training at 
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Euclid, in the vicinity of .the present great city of Cleveland. H e  started out 
on a business career early in life, in fact, devoted his manhood years to the 
upbuilding of the present vast business of the firm mentioned, above, an 
account of which is given in detail in another part of this work. H e  took 
up the manufacture of baskets when young and made constant progress in 
this line, joining his brother, Chester R. Gorham (whose sketch appears else- 
where), and he put his shoulder to the wheel, whether the road was rough 
or smooth, contributing his full share to their joint enterprise, and these two 
brothers pulled together in perfect harmony during all the business history of 
the firmt and by a very careful application to  all the details of the enterprise 
succeeded in gaining a very successful comn~ercial position. 

Ezra S. Gorham continued to reside in Cleveland', Ohio, until 192, when 
he moved with his family to Mt. Pleasant, Michigan,  here they have since 
resided, honored and respected by d l  who kneu- himt and here his death 
occurred on Thursday, February I j, 1910. 

JOHN KINNEY. 

The.gentleman whose name appears above occupies a conspicuous place 
in the business circles of central Michigan. and to him and such as he is 
this part of the state largely indebted for its preser.t ar;vancemer,t and pros- 
perity. For many years identified with the lumbering interests of St. Clair, 
I sae l la  and other counties, he TI-as instrumental in clearing large areas which 
are non- among the finest and most productive agricultural districts in the 
state and he has also been an influential factor in local affairs. as his efforts 
in promoting the material interests of Mt. Pleasant attest. 

John Kinney was born in St. Clair county, Michigan, October 13, 1837, 
being a son of Arnold and Laura &I. Kinney. both natives of Steuben county, 
New York. Arnold Kinney was born in the year 1 8 0 ~  and came to Michigan 
in 1828, locating in Clyde township, St. Clair county, where he spent the 
remainder of his life as a farmer, dying on the 8th of December, 1872. 
Laura M. Babcock, whose birth occurred in 1810, moved with her parents 
to Monroe county, Michigan, in 1830, and three years later became the wife 
of Arnold Kinney, with whom she lived in happy wedlock until her death, 
on March g, 1849. Some time after her demise Mr. Kinney married Mrs. 
Louisa Vincent, of Clyde township, who survived him several years. 

On  coming to Michigan Arnold Kinney entered the employ of the gov- 

(28) 
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ernment to assist in the construction of a turnpike road to  Fort Gratiot and 
various other roads in different parts of the state. H e  also purchased land 
in Clyde township which he subsequently cleared and developed into a fine 
farm and from time to time bought other tracts which he cleared and re- 
duced to cultivation. At one time he owned four hundred acres of tillable 
land in a single body which is said to have been the largest farm in the county 
of St. Clair at  that time. While prosecuting his lumber interests he bought 
a large tract of fine land west of Mt. P!easant in IsabeIla county, from which 
in due time his son, the subject, cut the timber and reduced the soil to culti- 
vation, it now being mostly sold. H e  also bought considerable land in other 
parts, including about two thousand acres in the county of St. Clair, for 
which he paid the government price of one dollar and a quarter per acre, 
for  one hundred and sixty acres. the balance being secured from other par- 
ties, and which he subsequently sold at  a handsome profit, after disposing of 
the timber. 

Arnold Kinney was a man of intelligence. judgment and fine business 
capacity and for  many years was a leading spirit in the public affairs of the 
county in which he lived. H e  served thirty years as township treasurer. \\-as 
a prominent Whig and. when that party ceased to  exist? became one of the 

. influential Republicans of his part of the country. H e  came to Michigan 
when the greater part of the territory was a wilderness. and shortly after his 
arrival engaged to work in a saw mill, but had no money with which to pay 
his hoard until he could earn it by his labor. In this dilemma he solicited a 
small loan from a friend sufficient to tide him over until pay day, but the re- 
quest was refused. However, he lived to see the day when he could buy and 
sell his former friend a dozen times and then have means to spare. for  at his 
death he was one of the wealthiest men of his township as well as one of the 
most influential citizens. The family of -4rnold Kinney consisted of seven 
children: Daniel, the oldest, who died a t  Grand Rapids in 1907. was a leading 
contractor of that city; George, the second in order of birth, died iil childhood; 
John. the subject of this review. is the third in num'ier; Ci1arit.s Jizd joiile 
years ago in Clyde township, St. Clair county; his widow subsequently be- 
coming a renowned temperance worker in Michigan and other states, being at  
this time one of the board of managers of the State Girls' School at  Adrian, 
though still making her home in Clyde township; Frank lives on the old farm 
in St. Clair county; Chester, the next in succession, lives in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, and Laura, the youngest of the family. married William Gardner, and 
died near the old Kinney homestead in St. Clair county. 

The early life of John IGnney was spent in the woods and on the farm 
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and amid such surroundings he grew up strong and rugged and well able 
to meet the varied experiences which he encountered during the early days in 
the county of his birth. In such schools as the country afforded he obtained 
the rudiments of an educaticm and later, in the stern school of practical life, 
learned lessons of much greater import than those acquired within the walls 
of college or university. His first visit to Isabella county was in 18j4. at  the 
age of seventeen years, when he looked over the timber. H e  early turned 
his attention to lumbering, then as now the leading industrial interest of the 
state, and in 1860 began the business upon his own responsibility in his native 
township. After operating there for a period of three years he came to Isa- 
bella county to lumber off the land which his father had purchased nine years 
before, a part of which now adjoins the city of Mt. Pleasant. Iliith the assist- 
ance of ten men, during the years of 1863-4 he cut all the timber on the land 
worth sawing and in the meantime reduced a goodly portion of the land to 
cultivation. In the latter year he bought a stock of goods which he stored 
in the dwelling of one Henry Duncan. which stood on the corner now occupied 
by the Exchange Bank. this being the first mercantile enterprise in Mt. Pleas- 
ant. In the same year the "Blunt" postoffice, four miles to the south, was 
transferred to the village with Mr. Kinney as postmaster. although the 01-ig- 
inal name was retained until changed to Mt. Pleasant by the government some 
years later. 

Mr. Kinney's mercanti!e ~ e n t u r e  n-as highly prized by the  sct:!ers in 
the village and vicinity and proved fairly successful. T o  assist him in his 
two-fold duties of merchant and postmaster, he appointed Wilson Moser. at 
that time county treasurer. also the first lawyer to locate in Aft. Pleasant, as 
his deputy, and Cass Moser. a son of the latter, became his assistant in the 
store. 

In  the spring of 186; Mr. Kinney sold his stock of goods to Kelson Bab- 
bitt and returned to  his farm in St. Clair county ~vhere he resumed lumbering 
cutting timber within one mile of the present tunnel under St. Clair river and 
doing a very prqfitahle husiness. The land on which he operated was verv 
heavily timbered. most of which \\-as cut full length and used in the construc- 
tion of rafts, an enterprise which proved highly remunerative. He continued 
in the vicinity of Port Huron until 1887, but in the meantime, about the year 
1872, began lumbering seven miles west of Mt. Pleasant. in Deerfield town- 
ship, on land which his fatlier had previously purchased, also operated on the 
Chippewa river, near which he had a fine body of timber. and for three win- 
ters did a thriving business on the Au Sable. In connection with lumbering. 
hlr. Kinney, during the year 1877, got out ship spars, which he shipped by 
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rail t o  Port Huron, and which, like his other enterprises, proved signally suc- 
. cessful from a financial point of view. 

Returning to Mt. Pleasant in 1877, Mr. Kinney laid out an addition to 
the town, consisting of eighty acres, and seven years later platted a second 
addition, disposing of the lots at  good prices, but on easy terms to  those desir- 
ing homes. Still later, 1904, in partnership with Dr. P. Richmond, a third 
addition was platted, which proved a great impetus to  the growth of the town, 
many of the lots finding ready purchasers. Mr. Kinney erected quite a num- 
ber of buildings on the above additions which he sold to homeseekers, but in 
the main he disposed o i  the lots without making improvements and realized 
liberai profits on his sales. I n  18S7 he erected his present imposing brick 
dx-elling in Mt. Pleasant, which with his varied other improvements, has 
added greatly to the beauty of the city and made it one of the most attractive 
places of residence in the state. Mr. Kinney is one of the men who have done 
much to promote the material prosperity of the town, and he will always be 
remembered as  one of the greatest and most liberal benefactors. From the 
time it was an insignificant country village he prophesied its future growth as 
an important commercial and business center, and to this end he contributed 
freeiy of his means and influence, and, as already stated, he is today recog- 

. nized as one of the founders of the city as well as one of the most enterprising 
citizens. 

Though still engaged in lumbering, Mr. Kinney o i  recent years has h -  
ited his enterprise to a considerable extent, his large interests in various parts 
of the state being managed by others, although he keeps in touch with his busi- 
ness and familiar with the doings of all in his employ. H e  011-ns a large 
amount of real estate, much of which is improved. and fine farm land. H e  has 
two hundred and eighty acres o f  the five hundred-acre tract which he formerly 
owned in Wise township? two hundred'acres in St. Clair county and his son 
owns the oId homestead in Clyde township where he mas born and reared. 
In  addition to the above. he has investments in a number of ezterprises and 
utilities, and is not only one of the tinanciaiiy s&d men of his  O K i i  city nx:! 
county, but also ranks among the wealthy men of the central part of the state. 

As already indicated, Mr. Kinney has been influential in public matters 
ever since becoming a resident of Mt. Pleasant, and during the past thirty 
years he has not been without an office of some kind. In 1888 he was elected 
village president and township supervisor, and for  more than a quarter cen- 
tury served as a member of the local school board, during n-hich time he did 
much to advance the cause of education in the town, in recognition of which 
service the Kinney school was so named in his honor. 
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When the question of incorporating Mt. Pleasant came before the peo- 
ple he took an active part in favor of  the measure and to him as much as to  
any one man is due the credit of obtaining a charter and establishing a city 
government. In  his political views Mr. Kinney was originally a Republican 
and cast his ballot for Lincoln. In 1872 he voted for Horace Greeley. since 
which time he has been somewhat independent, though of recent years has 
generally given his support to  the Democracy. At one time he was a cantli- 
date for county treasurer, but suffered defeat with the rest of the ticket and 
later was honored by a nomination for Congress in St. Clair county by the 
Greenbackers> in which race he was also unsuccessful. 

Mr. Kinney was married, July 31, 18j8, to Margaret VJ. Atkins, whose 
birth occurred in Glasgow, Scotland, on the 14th day of September. 1838. 
Five children have been born of this union, namely: Arnold. \\.ho lives on 
the home farm in St. Clair county; Settie (deceased) was the wife of 1lTilliam 
Stevens, of Mt. Pleasant: Laura, formerly a teacher in the schools of St. 
Clair county and Mt. Pleasant, was graduated from the Central State Normal 
and Yspsilanti Normal and is now living at  Providence, Rhode Island : Bertha 
L. married W. E. Lewis, of Mt. Pleasant, and lives with her father; Marion 
is the wife of Dr. George Van Ben Schoten, a practicing physiciall in the city 
of Providence. Rhode Island. In addition to the above children, Mr. Icinney 
had an adopted son. Lester Haley, l ~ h o m  he took a t  the age of ten and to 
n-hen: he devoted the same zitention and care that he bestowed upon his own 
offspring. Lester was quite an intelligent youth and made rapid progress in 
his studies, being graduated from the Mt. Pleasant high school when but seven- 
teen years old. H e  was given a position in the eighth grade of the city 
schools and taught one year when a promising career was cut short by his 
being drowned. He was in the river with several of his comrades and getting 
beyond his depth, sank before he could be rescued. 

ROBERT C. 11--1RDROP 

An active and successful career has brought the subject of  thls sketch 
prominently before the public and few men of central Michigan are as aidely 
known in business circles as he. Robert C. Wardrop is a native of Hastings 
county, Ontario. \\here his birth occurred on February 17, 1856, being a son 
of Wiiliam and Fortune (Todd) Wardrop. both parents born in Scotland. 
William Wardrop immigrated to Canada a number of years ago and settled 
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in Hastings county, Ontario, where he lived until the gold excitement in Cali- 
fornia, when he bade farewell to his family and went to seek his fortune in 
that far-away delusive land. This n-as in 1856, the year prior to the birth of 
the subject, and a little later he was killed in the mining region. where his body 
now rests in an unmarked grave. 

Robert C. Wardrop spent his early life in his native province and at the 
age of thirteen accompanied his mother and step-father. Richard Waters. to 
Washtenaw county. Xichigan, \\-here the family lived for one year, at the ex- 
piration of which they moved to Clinton county and settled on a tract of wild 
land, which in due time was cleared and rendered fit for tillage. Young 
Robert did his share of the hard work necessary to the development of the 
farm from the wilderness and. 11-hile still young, became expert mith the ax, 
later growing up to the full stature of strong. well-developed manhood and 
well fitted for the duties which fell to him as a woodsman and tiller of the soil. 
Like a dutiful son. he remained at home assisting his parents until his twenty- 
fifth year, but in the meantime, on attaining his majority, he purchased land of 
his own adjoining the family homestead, which he afterward farmed for him- 
self. This was also new land and much labor was required to  reclaim it. 
After holding it for some years and making various improvements, he sold 
the place and bought other land in the same township. n-here he helped clear 
a second farm from the woods. Disposing of the latter in 1881, he discon- 
tinued agricultural pursuits and in the fall of that pear opened a livery barn 
at  Fowler, Clinton county. where he soon built up a very satisfactory business. . 

At the expiration of four years, he sold his establishment at  the above town 
and came to Mt. Pleasant, where. in partnership with Thomas J. Barber, he 
again embarked in the livery business which the firm thus constituted carried 
on during the two years ensuing. 

Disposing of his interests in Mt. Pleasant at  the end of the period indi- 
cated, Mr. Wardrop went to Colorado and pre-empted a claim near the tonm of 
Sterling, at which place he also established a livery barn which he conducted 
with fair success for two years, when he located at  Denver in the same line 
of business. 

In  connection mith his livery interests in the latter city, Mr. Wardrop 
began dealing in horses. which he bought and sold upon quite an extensive 
scale throughout a large section of Colorado and during his four years in Den- 
ver he did a thriving business and became widely and favorably known among 
ranchmen and horsemen. Closing out his western interests in the fall-of 
1893, he returned to Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, and purchased his old stand, 
which in the meantime had passed through various hands and which. under 
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his able and judicious management, soon became the leading establishment of 
the kind in the city. With his characteristic energy and foresight, he soon 
built up a large and lucrative business in the livery line, in connection with 
which he also bought and sold horses, which likewise proved satisfactory from 
a financial point of view. 

After devoting thirteen consecutive years to the livery business. Mr. 
Wardrop. in 1907. sold his establishment in Mt. Pleasant and retired from this 
line of trade. H e  continued his other dealings, hon-ever, and during the past 
three years has bought extensively for various markets. giving special atten- 
tion to draft horses which he purchases at many places in Michigan and other 
states and ships to the leading cities of the country. principally to the East. 
H e  is by far the largest horse dealer in Isabella county and among the most 
extensive buyers and shippers in the central part of the state, his patronage 
taking a very \vide range, and, as already indicated, giving him much Inore 
than local repute as a shrewd though honorable and far-seeing business man. 
For some time past his interests in the east were looked after by William M. 
Keeler, who attends to the sales and shipments in that part of the country 
where his business has steadily grown in volume and importance, his interests 
now being looked after by Charles Mills, at  Spencerport. New York. At the 
present time Mr. Wardrop handles from thirty to fifty horses per month, on 
all of which he realizes handsome profits, as his long experience in the busi- 
ness enables him to exercise dce caution in his iransactions and he seldom i f  
ever makes a deal which does not result to his advantage. 

In  addition to his live stock business. Mr. Wardrop has large farming 
interests in Isahella county, in various parts of which he owns valuable lands 
which add very materially tc his income.' H e  also owns good city property, 
which with his other holdings have made him independent and given him 
prominent standing among the financially strong and stable men of his part 
of the state. Although primarily a business man and giving the best powers 
of his mind to the interests in which engaged. he also manifests commendable 
zea! in a&!ic zr?d pn!itica! matters, heing an influential worker in the Repuhli- 
can party. He had previously served for several years as under sheriff of 
the county and is filling various other official positions from time to  time. 

Mr. Wardrop, when twenty-six years of age, was united in marriage 
%\-it11 Lizzie Hurlburt, of Fowler, Michigan, though born in New York, and 
adopted in early childhood by Nelson Waters, her mother dying when she was 
clL1ite young. She was reared in Clinton county, this state, received a high 
school education at St. James and from the time of completing her course in 
that institution until her marriage she taught in the public schools. One child 
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has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wardrop, a son, Malcolm S., an intelligent 
young man of twenty years, who now holds the responsible position of prin- 
cipal of one of the largest ward schools in the city of Monroe, this state. He 
was graduated from the high school when quite young, later completed a full 
normal course and at nineteen was made principal of the schools of Omar. 
which position he resigned to accept the one he now so ably fills. 

CHESTER A. KELLOGG. 

That the plenitude of satiety is seldom attained in the affairs of life is 
to  be considered a most beneficial deprivation. for where ambition is satisfied 
and every ultimate end realized, if such be possible, apathy must f o l l o~ .  
Effort would cease, accomplishment be prostrate and creative talent waste its 
energies in inactivity. The men who have pushed forward the wheels of 
progress have been those to whom satisfaction lies ever in the future. who 
have labored continuously, always finding in each transition stage an incentive 
to further effort. Chester A. Kellogg is one whose well directed efforts have 
gained for him a position of desired prominence in the industrial circles of 
Isahella county. and his energy and enterprise have been crowned by success. 

Mr. Kellogg mas born in Easton township, Ionia counry, Michigan, 
November 26, 1872. He is the son of Harding Kellogg, who was born in the 
state of New York in 1849. When three years of age the latter moved with 
his parents to ionia county, Michigan, and remained there unti! 1879, and in 
the meantime he was married to Eliza Connor, who was born in 1 8 4 9 ,  in 
Ontario, Canada, from where she moved with her parents to Ionia county, 
Michigan. The father devoted 'his life to farming and is now living retired 
in Mt. Pleasant where he moved in 1907.  His wife is still living, and they 
are the parents of these chiidren : Cariton, deceased ; Chester. ~f t5is review : 
Lee is living at Lake View, Michigan; Seal is deceased. 

Chester A. Kellogg was seven years of age when he moved to Lincoln 
township, Isabella county, and there he attended school, later went to Alma 
College, where he remained three years, taking a general and cominerciai 
course, being graduated from that institution in 1888. For two or three 
years following his school life he was variously employed, casting about for a 
life vocation. He came to Mt. Pleasant in the fall of 1891 and, finding em- 
ployment in the private bank of Dusenbury, Nelson & Company soon after- 
wards, he has followed this line of endeavor. He began as clerk, and showing 
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a natural aptness for banking business he worked his way up to cashier. This 
institution was reorganized as a state bank in 1894, under the name of the 
Exchange Savings Bank. Mr. Kellogg was elected in 1902 as cashier of the 
new institution and as such has given his usual efficient and commendable 
service. 

Mr. Kellogg was married on June 30, 1898, at Mt. Pleasant, to Anna 
Pickard, daughter of Willizm and celesta' Pickard, the father being from 
New Brunswick and the mother from Ohio. Mrs. Kellogg was born in Sag-  
naw, Michigan, Aug~ist 25, 1874. She met Mr. Kellogg in Mt. Pleasant. This 
union has resulted in the birth of two children. Kathelyn. born April g,  1904. 
and Hester, born September 23, 1906. 

Mr. Kellogg arrived in Isabella county with but meager capital, but 
being a man of indomitable courage he has forged to the front and has been 
very successful. and because of his connection with the banking life of the 
county he has become well known throughout this locality. Politically he is 
a Republican, and fraternally he belongs to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks at Mt. Pleasant. H e  is at this time president of the Board of 
Trade here and is one of the most influential members of the same, having 
been president for the past tv-o years. H e  is a stockholder in the bank in 
which he is employed. H e  owns a modern and very comfortable home and 
several valuable lots in Mt. Pleasant. H e  is secretary of the board of directors 
of the bank. The bank of ::hich he is nov- cash i~r  is the oldest and largest 
in Isabella county, having been organized in 1881. 

F R E D  RUSSELL 

Among the progressive men of Mt. Pleasant, identified with important 
ir?c!nstr!'a! enterprises, whose rare business acumen, public-spirit and uiiques- 
: i o~e?  ictegrity render him eligihle to rank as one of the representative citizens 
of Isabella county is Fred Russell, who is too well known to the readers of 
this history to  need any formal introduction here or any undue encomium on 
his life and work. H e  is essentially a man of the people, broad-minded, 
capable and possessing an equipoise of attributes that stamp him as a natural 
leader of his fellows; but, being entirely unassuming, he would never consent 
to such a title or  believe that he, in any way, merited the plaudits of anyone. 

Mr. Russell was born on a farm at Grand Ledge, Michigan, in 1855. the 
scion of a sterling old family who were highly honored and influential in their 
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community. H e  grew to maturity on the home farm, working the crops dur- 
ing the summer and attending the local schools in the winter time. He began 
life for himself by teaching school in his community, studying law the mean- 
while, and remaining at Grand Ledge until the spring of 1881. After his ad- 
mission to the bar at  Harbor Springs he came to Mt. Pleasant and formed a 
partnership with his brother. Charles T., which continued several years. In 
1887 he was elected the first school con~missioner of Isabella county. after 
which he formed a partnership with the late Judge Wheaton, which continued 
successfully until Mr. Russell took charge of the Mt. Pleasant postoffice as 
deputy postmaster, in which he served with as much fidelity and business-like 
ability as he did his former office of school commissioner. After leaving the 
postoffice he. in partnership with C. D. Bowen, bought and conducted The 
Times, the popular newspaper of Mt. Pleasant, and they built up the property 
in a manner that proved them to be fully abreast of the times in the journalistic 
field. He has for some time dealt in real estate and has made some important 
deals. Mr. Russell has several times been elected circuit court commissioner 
of the county. serving the people in this connection with his usual tact and 
satisfaction. 

In October, 1887, Mr. Russell married Florence Hunt, daughter of 
Thomas and Mary Hunt, an excellent family of Lincoln township. this county. 
As a lawyer he is painstaking, persistent, profoundly versed in jurisprudence 
and ranks high among his professionzl brethren. 

At the annual meeting of the Michigan Retail Jewelers Association held 
in Detroit. July I ~ t h  and ~ z t h ,  Mr. Russell was the choice of the conventio~l 
for president during the ensuing year. That the convention made no mistake 
in its choice goes without szying among those who know Mr. Russell best. 
H e  has a broad and liberal education, is an attorney by profession and a promi- 
nent member of the Isabella county bar. a deep thinker, a good reasoner a11d 
an orator of no mean ability. For years Mr. Russell has been interested in in- 
surance operations. He was president and treasurer of the Phoenix Sick 2nd 
Accidmt Ccrr?pmy for severa! years. Severing his connectim n i t h  t!:nt insti- 
tution in 1900, he founded the Gold Reserve Life Association at Mt. Pleasant, 
which contained so many commendable and up-to-date features that it at  once 
gained a foothold in the insurance field, and has become one of the leading 
life associations of the state, and he is now vice-president and treasurer of  the 
association. 

The firm of Russell & Foland. of which the subject is the prime moving 
spirit, are the hustling and popular jewelers of Mt. Pleasant. their stock repre- 
senting a very complete line of all that is thoroughly new and modern in styles. 
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finish and patterns in everything in that line. This store was first opened 
by Fred Stebbins, sold by him to  J. C. Freeman in 1886, the latter selling to 
T. R. Palmer four years later. In 1893 T. R. Smith purchased this stock 
from Mr. Palmer, conducting the store for one year and then selling to Charles 
E. Hight, who conducted it until the present firm purchased i t ;  thus it has been 
in successful operation for Gver a quarter of a century and is one of the best 
known jewelry stores in this part of the state. 

Messrs. Russell & Foland are giving very careful attention to the class 
of stock purchased by them, to the end that theirs may at  all times be the most 
desirable assortment in this line to be found in this section, and that their 
efforts are being appreciated is shown by the large increase which they have 
made in the volume of business since taking hold of the enterprise. Their 
store is a model of neatness and convenience, is managed under a superb sys- 
tem and every customer is treated with the utmost courtesy and consideration. 
Mr. Russell is one of the foremost citizens and business men of Mt. Pleasant 
and is worthy of any honor that may be bestowed upon him. 

CH!-RLES W. CAMPBELL. 

The gentleman whose w m e  forms the caption of this article is eminently 
of that class who earn the indisputable right to rank in the van of the army 
of progressive men. and by reason of a long and strenuous career devoted 
to the general good of his fellow men he occupies a position of influence and 
has made a name that will long live in the affections oi  those with whom he 
has come into contact. 

Charles W. Campbell was born on June 20, 1839. in Yankeeton-11, 
Wisconsin. H e  is the son of Charles H. and Louisa (Sherman) Carnpbeii, 
both natives of New York, where they grew to maturity, were educated and 
married. The father ran a shoe store. employed a large number of assistants 
and did a thriving business. H e  made shoes to order, as was the custon~ in 
those early days. H e  finally left the Empire state and emigrated to Wiscon- 
sin, locating at  Soldier's Grove, where he became postmaster. At that time 
he also conducted a store. His next move was to Ionia county. Michigan. 
where he was living when the war between the states began. and he enlisted 
in the Third Michigan Volcnteer Infantry in 1863, seeing a great deal of 
service during the latter part of the war. in the Army of the Potomac. He 
\\-as in the march to the sea, and he was wounded during the latter part of the 
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war. This wound proved. to be serious, and he was sent home, where his 
death occurred about 1865. After his death, his son, Charles W., of this re- 
view, had charge of the family, the entire care of supporting the same falling 
on his shoulders; this somewhat bitter experience engendered in him rare 
fortitude which was of great value to him in the subsequent battle of life. He 
worked as a clerk in a store until he was twenty years of age, and upon attain- 
ing his majority he was married to Sophronia Whitman, on September 20, 
1879, at St. Louis, Michigan. She is the daughter of John 0 .  and Nancy 
Whitman, the father a native of the state of Pennsylvania and the mother 
of ATew York. They finally moved to Ionia county, Michigan, their daughter 
Sophronia accompanying them. She mas born September zo, 1860, in the 
state of New York. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Campbell two children have been born : 
Effie L., who was born June 20, 1880. married Verne Moulton on August 24, 
1910. and they live in Lansing. Michigan : Willard, who was born on July 20. 

1884. is living at  home. 
.liter his marriage Mr. Campbell started out alone, inspecting IumDer in 

the lumber mills and he followed this for several years. H e  came to Mt. 
Pleasant in 1882 and entered the employ of the Leaton & LTpton Lumber 
Company. at first as bookkeeper, then as foreman. H e  remained in the employ 
of this company about four years, then for~ned a partnership with George 
Wetmore. under the firm name of Wetmore & Campbell. They established a 
plant for the mancfacture of sash, doors and a general house bcilding line. 
and they were very successful from the first. Continuing in this line for about 
three years. Mr. Campbell sold out and entered the Salvation Army as an offi- 
cer. fee!ing that it was his mission to do something for the down-trodden oi  
his fellow men, and he was a potent factor for good in this connection. Two 
years later he was made divisional officer and had charge o f  several states, 
Michigan. Indiana, Ohio and even Canada. with his offices at Mt. Pleasant. I t  
was necessary for him to  travel &rough all these states in the discharge of 
his oficial duties, having geceral supervision of all this country. and he did a 
mnst commer.dah!e work. Severing his relations with the Salvation Arm?. he 
organized the Christian Crusaders in 1891. an inter-denominational evangelis- 
tic work, and he went to different churches in several states in the hterest  of 
this movement. He was very successful in this and the organization still 
exists in the East and Soutki. gradually growing in power and influence. 

On account of his voice failing temporarily. Mr. Campbell was obliged 
to give up his work, and he entered the Gold Reserve Life Association as 
secretary. and he has been performing the duties of this office ever since, 
from 1903 to 1910. When he entered the office the company was in its in- 
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fancy, but it has enjoyed a substantial and continuous growth and its prestige 
is rapidly increasing. due in no small measure to Mr. Campbell's earnest and 
judicious efforts. H e  is the owner of some valuable town property. H e  is 
now affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church, being local elder of the 
Methodist church, and in politics he is independent; he is also superintendent 
of the Sunday school at  his church, which is one of the largest north of Grand 
Rapids. and the largest in this district in this denomination. At times he 
still does evangelistic work for other churches. H e  is now secretarj- of the 
local option society at  Mt. Pleasant. H e  is a strong, useful man and does a 
great amount of good. 

FRED C. WALLINGTON. 

Among the men of sturdy integrity and reliable traits of character who 
have contributed their quota to  the advancement of the upb~dding o i  Isahella 
county, mention must most consistently be made of him whose name appears 
above, who ranks among the leading business men and public-spirited citizens 
of Union township where he has maintained his home for a number of :;cars. 

Fred C. Wallington was born in Eaton county. Michigan. October 28, 
1860. H e  is the son of Cornelius Wallington. who was born in Buckinghain- 
sllire, England, in IS;;. aild he came to Ainerica with his parents n-hen 
twelve years of age and settled in Washtenau- county, Michigan. \\-here they 
remained all their lives, the parents both dying there. When he \\-as nineteen 
years of age Corne!ius ~ a l l i n ~ t o n  came to Eaton county and lived and died 
there, his death occurring in October, 1903. He was a farmer and home- 
steaded land which was all in the wilderness. H e  cleared the same, building 
first a log house, b ~ ~ t  by hard work he eventually had an excellent home and a 
good farm. H e  married Mary Reed, daughter of John C. and Eliza Reed, of 
St. L a ~ r e n c e  comty, Nem York, from which county her parents came to 
?I:iihi,oan, se::!iiig i:, Entor, csncty. 2r.d "re the parents of the whjert were 
married in 1852. The mother is still living at  the home of her daughter 
near the old homestead. They were the parents of these children: 
Ellen is living in Petoskey; Rose is a resident of Ionia county, this state; Ver- 
nie lives in Eaton county, and Fred C., of this review. 

Fred C. Wallington remained in his native community in Roxanna tomn- 
ship, Eaton county, Michigan, until he was twenty-four years old. H e  re- 
ceived his education in the district schools. When twenty-one years of age 
his father gave him sixty acres of land. H e  worked on this place three years, 
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and during his residence here his son, Ivan, was born. H e  left this farm in 
the spring of 1885. when he went to Ionia City, Michigan, where he read law 
one year in the office of Webster & Miller, and, having made rapid progress, 
he was admitted to the bar on February 20, 1886, at  Ionia City, and on the 
following March he came to Mt..Pleasant and opened an office about a month 
later. in April, and he has been here ever since. H e  formed a partnership with 
Walter S. W-alker, of Ionia. H e  had little business at first, but soon his talents 
became recognized and he has built up a very satisfactory clientele. Mr. Wal- 
ker left the office the following summer, leaving the affairs of the same in 
the hands of  Mr. Wallington. H e  returned in the fall and Mr. Wallington 
bought him out. The subject ran for prosecuting attorney that fall against 
Mr. Walker, his former partner. being the choice of the Republican electors, 
but was defeated. 

Mr. Wallington was married in December. 1881, in Eaton county. to 
Marietta McCargor. daughter of John W. and Lucy McCargor, a prominent 
and highly respected family of Eaton county. Mrs. Wallington was born on 
February IS, 1Sj8, in Roxanna township, Eaton county. She was reared and 
educated there and. became a teacher and while thus engaged she met Mr. 
Wallington. Their son. Ivan D., was born in December, 1884. H e  married 
Emma Cameron. daughter of John Cameron and wife, of Sherman City, this 
county, where they met while Mr. Wallington was teaching school there, and 
their marriage was celebrated on June ;, 1906; they hare one chi!d, Gret?. 
born June I, 1907; they are living in Mt. Pleasant, the son being associated 
m-ith his father in business. having formed a partnership with him in the fall 
of 1906. 

Besides a general law business, Mr. Wallington and his son do a large 
business in loans, collections and insurance. They have enjoyed a very iiberal 
patronage which is constantly growing. The elder Wallington was city kt- 

torney of Mt. Pleasant two years, and Ivan was aldernlan from the first ward 
for :IVO years. Bcth 2re !oya! Repub!icar?s. The latter is an officer in the 
lodge Of  tlle ~~~~~~~1 -A  - -A Llllil ~ - ~ c , , . t ; . ~ ~  I I UILCL., Order cf E!ks 2t Mt. Pleasant. being 
a charter member of the same. Ivan IVallington is secretary of the Masonic 
order at Mt. Pleasant. He, is also a member of the Knights of Pythias and 
belongs to the Shriners at Detroit in the Masonic order. Both Mr. Wallington 
and his son own several farms, three in Isabella county and two in Eaton and 
Ionia counties, in all comprising three hundred and seventy acres ; one of these 
farms is the old homestead. They also own several lots and two houses dse- 
where. When the elder Wallington came here there mere many opportunities 
to buy property, but he had himself, wife and child to support and upon his 
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arrival here had a capital of ten dollars. H e  bought property in the heart 
of town, seventeen by one hundred feet, in ~ g o g ;  this has become very valua- 
ble. His office is located on the same. H e  maintained an office in the Isabella 
State Bank building here for a period cf  nineteen years. paying nearly three 
thousand dollars rent during that time. but his gross earnings during that 
period amounted to sixty thousand dollars. Shortly after coming to this 
county he had occasion to pass through Wise township, when he became iost 
in the woods, wandering about one entire afternoon, finally finding a house 
after nightfall where he found lodgment. Such were the almost interminable 
forests here at  that time. Mr. Wallington is regarded as a keen. far-sighted 
business man, whose ideals have always been high and in whom the utmost 
confidence can be reposed. 

AIICHXEI, DEVEREAUX. 

Holding distinct prestige among the leading business men and lawyers 
of Isabella county. Michael Devereaux can claim to have had much to do with 
the advancement of local interests in a material as well as a civic and moral 
way. having long maintained his home at  Xt. Pleasant which he has assisted 
in making one of the important commercial and educational centers in this 
section of the great IVolreri~e state. The study of such a life cannot fail of 
interest and incentive. for at  the same time he has established a reputation for 
lasting integrity and honor. As a counselor he is known as a man who is 
guarded in his expression of opinions, deliberate. wary and cautious in arriv- 
ing at conclusions. seeking to attain a thorough knowledge of the cause before 
the administration of advice or the commencement of action. In the trial 
acts of the court room he is self-possessed and cool, not easily irritated or 
excited, and conducts his proceedings in hand with fairness to ail parties 
concerned, strictly oheying the canons of courtesy to the court and the oppos- 
;,, ,-,,m,,y --"" 

Mr. Devereaux was born January 1 7 ~  1845, in Irondequoit township, 
Monroe county, New York, eight miles from Rochester. H e  is the son of 
Patrick and Mary (Conklin) Devereaux. His parents moved to Michigan 
one year after his birth. and settled on a new farm in Osceo!a township, Liv- 
ingston county. In 18j j they moved to Deerfield township, the same county, 
where the mother died in 1Sj8. The following year the family moved to 
Hartland township, that cotlnty. In  the midst of such primitive conditions 
the subject grew to maturity. ii'hen ten years of age, while making a hand 



445 ISABPLLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

sled, he accidentally cut one knee, causing a lameness, unfitting him for farm 
work, so he was given the zdvantages of a liberal education. He attended the 
common schools until he was eighteen years old. He then spent a year a t  a 
private seminary at Howell, Michigan, after which he commenced teaching. 
His first school was in Osceola township, after which he taught the village 
school at  Fowlerville one winter. He then took charge of the village 'school 
of Zilwaukee, Saginaw county, for two years. Having an ambition for a 

. more liberal education, he attended the State Normal School at  Ypsilanti, 
where he studied for two years. He then spent fire years as principal of the 
schools at Ontonagon, Michigan, making a fine record as an educator there. 
But he abandoned the school room to begin the study of law in 1 8 7 4 ,  in which 
year he entered the law department of the University of Michigan, from 
which he was graduated in the year 1876 ,  and coming to Mt. Pleasant the 
same year, he fprmed a partnership with S. W. Hopkins. The firm continued 
in business until 18,78,  when Mr. Hopkins was elected as representative in the 
state Legislature, and Mr. Devereaux as prosecuting attorney of Isabella 
county, he and Sheriff Charles M. Brooks being the only candidates elected 
on the Democratic ticket. 

In 1882 Mr. Devereaux formed a partnership with J. 11:. Hance! under 
the firm name of Hance & Devereaux, for the transaction of a general real 
estate and loaning business, which firm has continued successfully to the 
present time, and is considered one of the old and established enterprises of 
Mt. Pleasant. They also carried on an extensive lumbering interest, especially 
in Midland county. In 1883  they erected a business Mock \vhich for years 
mas the leading block in the to\%-n; Mr. Devereaux purchased this entire block 
on March 22 ,  1895,  also in that year he erected the handsome block in which 
the firm's office is located. the new one taking the place of the block erected 
in 1883, which burned in March, 1895. 

Mr. Devereaux served Mt. Pleasant as mayor in ~Sgo and 1891, and again 
ia :894 and 1895, and in 1907 he resigxed his position as president of the 
board of public ~j-orks to bxome z q o r  of the city for the third t e r r r .  T?Thi!e 
an incumbent of this office he did many things for the permanent good of the 
community and his administrations met the approval of all good citizens. He 
was one of the nine directors of the Mt. Pleasant Improvement Company, 
which secured the State Normal School for this city, serving as president of 
the same. In 1896, upon the death of C. Bennett. he xvas appointed admin- 
istrator of that estate, handling the same with satisfaction to those interested 
and with credit to himself. He has long been deeply interested in educational 
affairs, serving as a member and secretary of the school board for many 
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years and as chairman of the board of county school examiners. Fraternally. 
he has been a member of Tent No. 129, Knights of the Maccabees, since April 
10, 1885. and of the Knights of the Loyal Guard since Xorember. 1897. 

FRANCIS McNAMARA. 

One of the best known names in Isabella county is that of Francis Mc- 
Namara, a counselor-at-law whose reputation has far transcended the limits 
of his own county, being known in his professional life as an earnest. cautious. 
painstaking and upright man of affairs, who devotes his thought, judgment. 
abiiity and genius to  the cause of his clients. H e  is a close student. fully un- 
derstands the law, thorough!y investigates causes under his consideration. is 
possessed of great tenacity of'purpose, and d ~ e n  he believes he is supported 
by the law he will not be driven from his conclusions o r  propositions. As a 
citizen he is public spirited and progressive and has shown himself to be worthy 
of the trust and confidence reposed in him. 

Mr. McNamara was born in Lapeer, Michigan, on August 24. 1861. He is 
the son of Michael and Mary McNamara, both born in county Clare, Ireland. 
the father on August 18, 1820, the mother in 1819. While young in years 
they emigrated to -4merica with their parents. The father settled in Yeu- 
York and came to  Michigan in 1856. locating in Lapeer county. The Mc- 
Namara family located in the state of New York upon coming to this country. 
and there the parents of Francis McNamara of this review lvere married. at 
the town of Lockport. in 1840, and it was only a short time until they followed 
the tide of emigration then setting in strongly for the 11-est and took up their 
abode in the Wolverine state. Michael McNamara was a contractor and stone 
mason there until 1900, then. his faithful life companion being called to her 
rest, he came to Mt. Pleasant and made his home with his son. Francis. until 
his death. which occurred in 1001. 

Francis McNamara remained in Lapeer until 1881. He attended the 
city schools and was graduated from the high school there, then, on the date 
last referred to, he entered the literary department of the University of 
Michigan and received a good education. H e  began life for himself by teach- 
ing in the high school at Port HLI~OII. Michigan. where he remained for four 
years. H e  was principal of the high school and was very succcessf~~l as an 
educator. being popular with both patron and pupil. But believing that his 
true bent was along legal lines, he took up the study of law, and after spending 

(29) 



one year in a law office, where he made rapid progress, he was admitted to the 
bar in Detroit in 1886. Then he came to Mt. Pleasant and for two years 
served as deputy county treasurer, having been appointed by his brother, who 
at  that time held the office of county treasurer. H e  was then cashier of the 
Commercial Bank at  Mt. Pleasant for three years. For several years he en- 
gaged very successfully in the practice of law here with Charles T. Russell. 
and since 1901 he has been practicing alone. H e  mas successful from the 
first and his practice has known a gradual increase until he now has a veiy 
satisfactory chentele. 

Mr. Mchiamara is a Republican in politics and he has always been actite 
In party affairs. Local leaders at  once recognized his abllity and s~ngled him 
out for local offices which he filled wlth much credit to himself and to the 
entire sat~sfaction of his constituents, including that of prosecuting attorney 
for one term. and he has been city attorney of Mt. Pleasant for a number of 
terms and is holding that office at present. H e  has been a member of the 
local school board for a period of nine years and is now president of the same 
H e  has done a great deal to bring the school system here up to a high standam, 
being deeply interested in educational matters. H e  is attorney and director 
of the Exchange Savings Bank of Mt. Pleasant. He is one of the attorneys 
of the Ann Arbor Railmay Company. H e  has dealt some in real estate. in 
which he has been very successful, as he has in whatever he has turned his at- 
tention to, belng a man of keen discernment and with an analytical nnnd and 
sound business principles. His home in Mt. Pleasant is a commodious. mod- 
e m  and beautiful one and is known as a place of hospitality to the many 
friends of the family. H e  owns several lots in this city and considerable xlld 
land in the county. 

Mr. McNamara n a s  married on October 28, 1890. in Mt. Pleasant to 
Anna Dibble, daughter of Thomas and Ellen Dibble, of hlt. Pleasant. a n ell- 
knonn and highly respected family here. She mas born in Spring Lake, 
Ottawa county, February 21 ,  i86 j ,  and mowd xith her parents to Iszbe!!a 
county about 1880. To  Xr .  aud Xrs.  l \kSalnala the f~!:D~~-iiig ;!ii!dieii !;ace 
been born : Thomas, who is attending the normal school at  Mt. Pleasant, \I as 
born on October I. 1891 : Josephine. born December 23, 1893: Catherme. 
born August 31, 1899 : Frances, born April 6, 1 ~ 2 ;  James, born December 6, 
1906. They are all members of the home circle and are attending the local 
schools. 

Mr. McXamara has been scribe of the Ben Hur  lodge: also belongs to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks ; was commander of the Knights 
of the Maccabees : was advocate of the Knights of Colu~nhus for several years. 
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and was president of the Catholic Mutual Benevolent Association. In all 
these orders he takes an abiding interest and is well known in fraternal cir- 
cles. H e  and his family are members and faithful supporters of the Catholic 
church. He is well known throughout the county and has figured in all im- 
portant la\\- suits here during the past ten years, in both the city and county. 

HERBERT A. SANFORD. 

Holding worthy prestige among the leading members of the Isabella 
county bar; the subject of this sketch has achieved distinctive success in his 
chosen calling and it is eminently fitting that his record, both officially and in 
the general practice of his profession, be placed upon the printed page. Herbert 
A. Sanford is a native of Jackson county, Michigan. where he was born on 
March 15. 1560. His grandfather. Abraham Sanford, was a pioneer of Lib- 
erty to\vnship. that county, moving to Michigan when the country was almost 
a wilderness and the feet of the red men still pressed the soil. George H. 
Sanford, the subject's iather, a lad five years old when the family located a 
home amid the n-ilds of Liberty township, grew up amid the stirring scenes of 
pioneer life, later became a n  enterprisi~~g tiiier of the soil, and \\-hen a young 
man he married Ruth E. Begel. whose birth occurred in Steuben county, ?\ie\\: 
York, and removed to Jackson county, Michigan. when she was two years 
old. Her parents were also early settlers of Jackson county, Michigan. 

-4fter iiving in the above county untii 1565. George H. Sanford moved 
his famil- t o  Flint, Michigan, and again removed to Isabella county 
in 1870 and took up a homestead in section 17. Lincoln to\\-nship, which he 
improved in due time. In connection \\-it11 the culti~ation of the soil he also 
engaged in lumbering in the vicinity of his home and in Clare county. Moving 
to Clare county in IS&. he spent the remainder o i  his iiie in that county. 
dying there two years iater a t  the age of sixty-nine, iea\.ing a \vidow a d  
three children to mourn his loss, the names of the latter being as follows: 
Clarence F., a farmer of Clare county; Dr. Fred C.. a practicing physician of 
the city of Clare. and Herbert A.. whose name introduces this review. 

Herbert A. Sanford received his preliminary education in the public 
schools of Lincoln township and Mt. Pleasant, this training being afterwards 
supplemented by a course in Hillsdale College, where he prosecuted his studies 
for a period of three years, having taught school in the meantime to assist in 
paying his espenses and made an honorable record as a student. IVith this 
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excellent mental discipline as a basis, he took up the study of law in the 
office of Hon. H. H. Graves, of Mt. Pleasant, under whose able instructions he 
continued until his admission to the bar. fourteen months later. 

Mr. Sanford was forma!ly admitted to the Isabella county bar September 
7. 1887, by Judge Hart  and immediately thereafter engaged in the practice of 
his profession, which he has since continued with gratifying success. For two 
and a half years he was associated with Hon. Fred Estee, and in 1890 was 
the Democratic nominee for prosecuting attorney, defeating his competitor in 
the ensuing election and entering upon his official duties under very favorable 
auspices. Mr. Sanford proved an able and judicious prosecutor, his career 
while in the office meeting t t e  expectations of his friends and fully justifying 
the party in the wisdom of its choice in again making him a candidate. H e  
was elected prosecuting attorney again in 1892. H e  discharged his duties 
creditably and fearlessly. took high rank as an indust&ous and faithful public 
servant and during his incumbency prosecuted a number of important cases 

-besides attending to a large amount of legal business that did not come n-ithin 
his official sphere. After serving with credit to himself and to the satisfac- 
tion of the people of the county for. a full term of four years. he retired from 
the office with a creditable record and, resun~ing his private practice, soon 
built up a large and lucrative professional business which is still growing in 
magnitude and importance. He has sen-ed several terms as city attorney and 
as  such he was unremitting in his efforts to conserve the interests of the 
municipality and from time to time prior thereto and since, his name has been 
connected with many of the most important cases adjudicated at the Mt. 
Pleasant bar. In his practice Mr. Sanford is eminently a lawyer of resources. 
Always a student. careful in the preparation of his case and quick to see and 
anticipate difficulties which are o r  may be encountered. he is never discomfited 
by them, being able to shape his cause so as to avoid them when it is possible 
to do so. Vigorous and at  times aggressive, he is also always kind. courteous 
and gent!err.m!r in deding x-ith witnesses and opposing counsel. and however 
interesting and momentous the cause at issue may be, he never allows himself 
to fall below the standard of a gentleman. In ~oli t ics  he is an ardent Demo- 
crat and for a number of years has been one of his party's trusted leaders and 
judicious counsellors in Isabella county, besides becoming widely acquainted 
in political circles throughout the state. H e  has been an influential factor in 
making platforms and formulating policies in both local and state issues, hav- 
ing long served on the county committee. of which he is now secretary, and 
he is also a member of the Democratic state committee, where his opinions 
always give weight. In  a strongly Republican county he has been instrument- 
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a1 in reducing the large normal majorities and electing Democratic candi- 
dates from time to time, being an indefatigable worker and having few equals 
as a shrewd and skillful. though honorable, campaigner. 

Mr. Sanford has been quite successful financially and is now in inde- 
pendent circumstances. the earnings from his practice being liberal. in addition 
to which he is interested with his brother in Clare county farm lands. In his 
fraternal relations he is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees, the 
Knights of Pythias. the order of W'oodmen, the National Guards and other 
organizations. aside from which he keeps in touch with all laudable means for 
the social and moral good of his fellow men. 

The domestic chapter in the life of Mr. Sanford bears the date of Sep- 
tember 6, 1888, at which time was solemnized his marriage with Maggie 
Peak, of Mt. Pleasant, daughter of Irving C. and Mary R. Peak. natives, re- 
spectively. of Michigan and Kentucky. the father and mother being now de- 
ceased. Two children have blessed this marriage, the older, Aura Peak San- 
ford. being a graduate of Mt. Pleasant high school and the Central State Nor- 
mal at &It. Pleasant and at this time a teacher in the schools of Siles. this 
state: Mary Ruth, the second in order of birth, is a bright young miss of ten 
years. who is now pursuing her studies in the city schools. Mrs. Sanford and 
her elder daughter are inemhers of the Christian church of Mt. Pleasant and 
zealous in all lines of good work connected with the same. Ivhile independent 
in matters religious and not identified with any church. Mr. Saniord has 
profound respect for the church which he believes to be a powerful factor for 
good and one of the great controlling forces in civilization. 

TAMES IYATSOS 

m. 
I ne gentleman whose n a i i ~  i~ilroducrs this sketch is a native of Xitidie- 

sex county, Ontario. and ihe ihird oi  a iamiiy of six chiidren \I-hose parents. 
James and Rosella (Rosebush) Watson, are noticed elsewhere in these pages. 
H e  was born in the year 1871 and when about four years of age was brought 
to Isabella county, where he spent his early life on his father's farm, attending 
at intervals. during his childhood and youth, the district schools of his 
neighborhood. H e  was reared under excellent home influences, learned while 
a mere ~ o u t h  the value and dignity of honest labor and grew up to the full 
measure of manhood with the idea that it is honorable to earn one's daily 
bread by the sweat of his brow. After assisting in cultivating the farm for 
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some years, he became a clerk in a mercantile establishment in Clare county. 
but seven years' experience satisfying him with the goods business he spent 
a short time in the West. Returning to Michigan he bought eighty acres of 
land in Isabella township and at  once addressed himself to  the task of its 
improvement. 

Mr. Watson has a fine farm in an excellent state of tillage. all but fifteen 
acres being susceptible to cultivation and his buildings of all kinds are substan- 
tial and up to date. In 1903 he erected the large barn, thirty-six by sixty-five 
feet in area, which is well finished and admirably adapted to the purposes for 
which intended, and by a judicious system of tile drainage he has reclaimed 
considerable land and added greatly to its productiveness. His farm is not 
only well tended, but is neat in appearance and its every feature bespeaks the 
home of a pi-ospel-ous. progressive, well-to-do agriculturist of today who 
takes pride in his vocation. 

Mr. Watson votes with the Republican party, but has never entered the 
domain of politics as an office seeker; nevertheless he has been honored by 
his fellow citizens from time to  time with important official positions, having 
served two years as treasurer of Isabella township. and for the same length 
of time was a member of the board of review. He discharged his duties in a 
manner highly creditable to  himself and to the satisfaction of the public and 
in both positioqs earned an honorahle reputation as a capable and trustworthy 
official. 

Mr. Watson married October j, 1905, Anna Kennedy. of Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan. who was born in Carroll county, Ohio, July 19, 1876. T o  them 
mere born two children, Florence Ruth and Beulah May. Mrs. Watson's 
parents were both born in Carroll county, Ohio, and moved to Michigan in 
1878, Mr. Kennedy being proprietor of a saw mill until his death. October I j. 

1893. 

MARTIN MEYEREY. 

Martin Menerey, register of deeds, Mt. Pleasant. is one of Michigan's 
native sons and dates his birth from March 26, 1869. His father, Jacob 
Menerey, was born in the provinct: of Ontario, and his mother, whose maiden 
name was Annie K. Brown, is a native of Quebec. These parents mere mar- 
ried in St. Clair county. Michigan, in 1863, where they made their home until 
their removal in 1893 to Isabella county. Jacob Menerey purchased a farm in 
Wise township. which he still owns and cultivates. 
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. Martin Menerey first saw the light of day in St. Clair county and there 
spent the years of his childhood and youth, while still young learning the 
lessons of industry and thrift on the family homestead. After completing 
the common school course, he entered a high school, where he made com- 
mendable progress in his studies, in the meantime assisting his father with the 
work of the farm and proving not only an industrious boy, but a true and 
worthy son. H e  accompanied his parents upon their removal in 1893 to 
Isabella county and remained a t  home. looking after the farm until his election. 
in ~908,  to the office which he now holds, since which time he has lived in Mt. 
Pleasant, in order to give his attention to his public duties. 

No sooner had Mr. Menerey become a resident of Wise township than 
he began manifesting a lively interest in the affairs of the same and it was not 
long until his fellow citizens selected him clerk of that jurisdiction, a position 
for which he seemed peculiarly fitted. H e  also served as supervisor of the 
township for eight years, being chairman of the board for four years, and in 
this, as in the offices referred to. his ability was such as to bring him to the 
favorable consideration of his friends for something preferable to nominal 
local positions. Accordingly. in 1908 he was nominated by the Republican 
party for register of deeds. to which office he was triumphantly elected in the 
fall of that year. Since entering upon his official duties Mr. Menerey has 
fully met the expectations cf his friends and his course thus far has been 
eminently creuitaijie to himseif and satisiactory to the public, thus justifying 
the .wisdom of his election and bespeaking for him still further honors at the 
hands of his fellow citizens in the future. Careful, prudent and courteous to 
all who have business to transact in his office, he has strengthened his hold 
upon the people of the counry. all of whom, irrespective of political affiliation. 
repose confidence in his integrity and hold him in high personal regard. He 
possesses the faculty of xvinning and retaining friends whose loyalty cannot 
be questioned and it is not presumption to state that there are today few as 
popillar y m l g  iiieii iii Isa?x2!a county as this intc!!ipit, xide-awake yamg 
gentie~nan, tc; \\.iluill tiir propie haw rnt11~.ted one of their important off2cia: 
interests. 

Mr. Menerey has a farm in Wise township, to the management of which 
he gives considerable attention, and he is also interested in whatever tends to 
promote the material development of the township and benefit the people. He 
is public spirited and progressive. uses his influence to further all moral and 
humanitarian enterprises and endeavors to realize within himself his high 
ideals of manhood and citizenship. With the laudable object in view of 
benefiting his fellow men as well as himself, he has become identified with 
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several secret fraternal orders, in all of which he has been active and influen- 
tial, striving by all means at  his command to make them answer the purposes 
which they are intended to subserve. H e  is prominent in the Masonic brother- 
hood at Mt. Pleasant. belonging to the chapter of Royal -Arch Masons; has 
served as worshipful master of the Blue lodge and represents the same in the 
grand lodge of the state. H e  also holds membership with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, Knights of the Maccabees and Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, in which he has held important offices from time to time. 

On September 4, 1909. Mr. Menerey was happily married to Edna M. 
Bouton, of Mt. Pleasant, daughter of Henry S. and Cornelia A. (Swartj  
Bouton, who moved from Calhoun, Michigan, to Isabella county about the 
year 1862 and settled in Union township. After living in that locality until 
1907 Mr. Bouton retired to Mt. Pleasant, his wife having died two years 
prior to that date. Mrs. Menerey w-as born December 23. 1868, in Union 
township, this county, and is an intelhgent and estimable lady, and all who 
know her speak of her many excellent qualities. 

BERNARD E. DERSNAH. 

Xithough a man young in years, Bernard E. Dersnah. of &It. Pleasan?, 
Isabella county, is a man of marked business enterprise and capability. and he 
carries forward to successful con~pletion whatever he undertakes. He is an - 
important factor in business circles and his popularity is n-eil deserved. as in 
him are emb,raced the characteristics of an unabated energy. unbending integ- 
rity and industry that never flags. 

Mr. Dersnah was born in Harrison City, Clare county, Michigan, Novem- 
ber 25 .  1885. He is the son of William Dersnah. who was born in Ada, 
Ontario, Cxnada. in 1861, from ::.hich nlace Y- hc -.-as brought tc? Michi-ar? -'a by 
his parenis p hen fmr j-ears of age, and hc ! i rd  nt Snginnn- unti! he c-2s 
twelve years old, then came to Clare c0unt.y with his parents. where the 
latter lived until 1886. He was employed as assistant superintendent of a 
lumber concern in Clare county. H e  purchased eighty acres in Vernon town- 
ship, Isabella county, m d  lived on it twelve years, the family remaining there 
longer, the father. William. having moved to Mt. Pleasant to become assistant 
drain commissioner. H e  was supervisor of Vernon tom .ip three terms. 
then elected county treasurer two tenns, after which he spent a year in Lans- 
ing, having been appointed a committee clerk at the capitcl. After returning 
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home he was elected drain commissioner, and he was holding this office at the 

time of his death, on June 18, 1909. H e  was a very faithful public servant, 
serving in various capacities in the county for a period of twelve years con- 

secutively. He married Maria Brazington, daughter of Seymour and Malinda 
(Wickins) Brazington, of Gilmore township, this county. She was born in 
Oakland county, Michigan, and moved to  Gilmore with her parents about 

1877, where she lived until her marriage, in 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Dersnah 
lived at Farwell. Clare county, for a short time. and they lived at  various 
places until they finally loczted on their farm in Vernon toxvnship. The fol- 
lowing children were born to  them: Hattie married Ed. Hornby; Bernard, 
of this review: Eugene. who has remained single, is attending school in Mt. 
Pleasant; Seymour is living at  home: Thelma is also a member of the home 
circle. The mother of these children is residing in Mt. Pleasant. William 
Dersnah was for many years prominent and influential in politics. H e  was an 
ardent Republican and was highly honored for his many sterling character- 
istics. 

Bernard E. Dersnah was fifteen years of age when his parents moved to 
Mt. Pleasant. H e  attended the district school and was graduated from the 
local high school in 1906. H e  was a noted football player and always took 
an interest in general athletics. The year after he left high school he took a 
course in the Michigan llgricultural College, and while there he was the 
inox-ing spirit of the football teaiii. He returned to Isabella county, and taught 
school at Winn. Fren~ont township, one term. then assisted his father in his 
work as drain commissioner during the summer, and in the fall began teaching 
at Indian school. filling a vxancy for awhile. at the szme time coaching the 
Indian football team. On the following January he purchased the loaning 
business of J. A. Livingston at  Mt. Pleasant ; to this he added real estate and 
has continued both lines to the present in a \-en; satisfactory manner. Consid- 
ering the short time he has been in business, he has built up a very satisfactory 

estate departmer,?, 2nd the loaning department has increased noticeably. 
- \ j  a real ejtate dcaIcr hc h>s been instr::-ent-! in mising the ppri~e 9 f  !2r?ds 

the county, principally by advertising the land in different wags and in various 
states, thereby bringing in many buyers. H e  has three branch offices in ~ h i o ,  

each of them soliciting buyers for the land in Isabella county. 
Fraternally Mr. Dersnah is a member of the ~enevolent  and Protective 

Order of Ellis, Lodge No. I 164. at Mt. Pleasant; the Modern Woodmen of 
.L\merica camp L? ?It. Pleasant; also the Loyal Guards of Mt. Pleasant. Politi- 

cally he is a Repubiican. 
On February I ,  1908, Mr. Dersnah was married at  Mt. Pleasant, to Grace 
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A. Riley, a lady of education and refinement, the daughter of L. P. and ,411ie 
Riley, a prominent family here. Mrs. Dersnah was born in February, 1887, 
in Avery, Ohio. She moved to Isabella county with her parents in 1893 and 
settled in Union township, just outside Mt. Pleasant. This union has been 
graced by the birth of one child, Helen. 

ALFRED C. ROWLADER. 

;;: A conspicuous figure in the political.history of Isabella county and hon- 
ored with important official trusts, the subject of this sketch fills a large place 
in the public eye and to a marked degree enjoys the esteem and confidence of 
his fellow citizens. Alfred C. Rowlader, county clerk and one of the prom- 
inent men of Mt. Pleasant. is a native of Michigan and a son of Washington 
and Permelia (Myers) Rowlader, the former born in New York of Wurtem- 
berg German ancestry. the latter born in Pennsylvania, both coming to Michi- 
gan a number of years ago and settling in Barry county, where the subject 
was horn on April 21, 1856. Alfred C. was reared under excellent home in- 
fluences, early became accustomed to the duties of farm life and at the proper 
age entered the public schools, where his progress was such that when nine- 
teen years of age he was sttfficiently advanced in his stndies to pass the req- 
uisite examination and obtain a teacher's license. 

Mr. Rowlader remained with his parents until his twenty-third year, b,ut 
in the meantime taught several terms of school in Ionia county and in 1878 
severed home ties and came to Isabella county with the object in view of en- 
gaging in agricultural purscits. Purchasing eighty acres in section 15, L i n ~  
coin township, shortiy after his arrival, he at once began improving the same 
and one year later returned to his native county, where he married the lady 
of his choice in the person of Cora Cooper, whose parents. Israel and Eliza- 
beth (Smith) Cooper. natives of New York, moved to Barry county in an 
early day and died there in the years 1864 and 1867, respectively. Mrs. 
Rowlader was born March 26, 1858, at  Woodland, Barry county, and at the 
early age of sixteen began teaching, which calling she continued until her 
marriage, in the year 1878, achieving marked success in the meantime and a 
notable place among the popular and influential teachers of her county. 

Setting up his domestic establishment on his land in Lincoln township 
immediately after his marriage, Mr. Rowlader applied himself with renewed 
energy and diligence to the matter of improvement and in due time succeeded 
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in removing the forest growth and fitting the soil for cultivation. H e  labored 
to such advantage that it was not long until his farm was in first-class condi- 
tion, with substantial buildings, his dwelling being comfortable, commodious 
and equipped with a full complement of modern conveniences, his barn, also a 
large and stable structure, comparing favorably with any other edifice of the 
kind in the township. As a tiller of the soil he was industrious and energetic, 
seldom if ever failed to realize handsome returns from his labors and by his 
progressive ideas did much to arouse an interest in modern agricultural 
methods and advance the farmer's vocation to the high place it now holds in 
the minds of the people. 

Mr. Rowlader is a Republican and for a number of ye- d r ~  has been a 
leader of his party in Isabella county. H e  early began taking an active part 
in public matters and when only twenty-four years old became township 
clerk, which office he held two years, and io r  a period o i  eight years served as 
supervisor, discharging the duties of both positions in a capable and satisiac- 
tory manner and proving a most faithiul and judicious public servant. His 
activity and influence in political circles, together with the ability displayed 
in t!le positions referred to commending him to his party throughout the 
county as an available candidate for something higher than mere local offices. 
he n-as uo:r,i:;z:e:! ia r8gS for county clerk and at the ensuing election deieatecl 
his competitor by a majority of three hundred and eighty-three votes. He 
ezterecl upon the dx ies  of the positioil ander w r y  fal-orable anspices and so 
ably and creditably did he conduct the office that in the year 1900 he was 
chosen his o\vn successor by a greatly increased majority. receiving one thou- 
sand and fifty-six more votes than his competitor. which result attested his 
great popularity with the people irrespective of political ties. .His efficiency 
and faithiulness as a public official having been abundantly demonstrated, the 
voters of the county decided tc retain him in the position \vhich he so ably and 
honorably filled, accordingly he was renominated and re-elected for six con- 
secutive terms, heing three times nominated by acclamation and at the last 
e!ecticr.. ir. r p 8 .  receivi~g the uyxecedentec! majnrit!; of  one thousand fonr 
hundred and eighty-two votes. 

The better to devote all of his time to his official duties, Mr. Ron-lader, 
in 1902, turned his farm over to other hands and the year following moved to 
Mt. Pleasant, where he has since resided. Sufficient has already been said to 
indicate his high character as an intelligent. broad-minded man o i  affairs. 
while as an official who makes every other consideration subordinate to the in- 
terests of the people, it is only necessary to add that the county has never been 
served by a more capable, judicious or popular clerk. Furthermore. to his credit 
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be it stated that in the varions conventions by which he was so signally honored 
he put forth no estra efforts to receive the nomination and at the ensuing 
elections, in some of which he did no campaign work whatever. it was the 
office seeking the man, rather than the man seeking the office. H e  has long 
been an adviser in the councils of his party in Isabella county, has had much 
to do in formulating and carrying out its policies, and from time to time has 
served on the county central committee, of nhich for four years he was 
chairman. 

Mr. Rodader  is an influential Odd Fellow and takes great interest in 
the work of the order. H e  has passed all the chairs in the subordinate lodge 
at  Mt. Pleasant with which he holds membership, and for some years has been 
a trustee of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows' Home at the same place, 
a flourishing and praiseworthy institution, to the success of which he has in 
various ways contributed. \Vhile looking after the public good. he has not 
been unmindful of his own interests. being careful and methodical iil business 
and exhibiting sound judgment and wise discretion in all of his affairs. He 
has been quite successful financially, and is now one of the substantial and 
well-to-do men of the county. owning valuable city property and large agricul- 
tural interests, among the latter being two farms, one in Fremont township of 
eighty-six acres and one of one hundred and twenty acres in Lincoln town- 
ship, all fine land. well improved and yielding him a handsome income. 

Mr. aild Mrs. Rowlader are the pzrents of three children. Bessie P., Inez 
L. and Alfred W. Bessie married Henry Cutler and lives at Menominee, \Iris- 
consin, where her husband is engaged in business. The second daughter. who 
is the wife of Albert Pohland, lives at  Iron River. Michigan. and the son. 
familiarly known as "Fred." is proprietor of a drug store in Mt. Pleasant and 
one of the rising business men of the city. 

J. E. CHATTERTON Q- SON 

The firm of Chatterton & Son, of Mt. Pleasant, Isabella county, is de- 
serving of a very high rank i r  local industrial circles, since it has done as much 
as any other to  establish the prestige of this vicinity abroad and contribute to 
the general upbuilding of the to~vn and county. The adherence to a straight- 
forward and honorable policy and the treating of their patrons with the con- 
sideration due them is the key to much of the success of this firm. and that 
they are destined to continue the upright course they ha\,e thus far pursued 
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and reap still greater financial rewards is the belief of all who are familiar 
with the firm's methods. The personal relations of the members of this thriv- 
ing and popular firm with their fellow men have ever been mutually agreeable, 
and the high esteem in which they are held indicates the universal hold they 
have on the confidence and respect of the people. regardless of class or con- 
dition. 

The firm was started by J E. Chatterton and Howard E. Chatterton, and 
has been doing business under this firm name for over a decade. although 
not aii the time in the present line of business. They first engaged in the retail 
grocery and meat business in Mt. Pleasant, which was rery successful and 
was finally disposed of. Dnring the time the Chattertons were in this line of 
business they established the most extensive retail grocery trade ever built up 
by any firm in Isabella county, during the last year of their business as grocers 
they sold between seventy and eighty thousand dollars' worth of goods, and 
employed thirteen persons in their store. which was regarded as a model of 
its kind and one that would have done credit to a much larger city. 

In February, 1903, this firm purchased the Horning elevator, since which 
time they have conducted that business in a most s~~ccessful manner, being 
today among the largest and most extensive handlers of all kinds of grain. 
hay. wool. potatoes and apples in this section of Michigan. This firm is also 
very extensively engaged in the handling of beans-in fact. making that line 
of farm produce a speciaity. and employing about thirty-five women and girls 
in picking beans, thus enabling the shipping of a very superior article of the 
hand-picked'article to the outside markets. This branch of their business has 
been far more than ordinarily successful, and they have paid as much as 
twenty-five thousand dollars in one month to the farmers of this immense sec- 
tion for that product of the farm. Isabella county farmers are engaging rery 
extensively in the raising of beans. the county being among the leaders in this 
state. and the quantities handled by this firm shows that these gentlemen have 
cstablislied themselves ceq- strongly iT-i:h :he agric~!:urists of this sectioii. 
enjoying a reputaLu~i fb: iiunesty, fair d e a h g .  and paying top-of-the-inarke~ 
prices seldom gained by any firm. 

The reputation built up by them, however. is not confined to this locality. 
as intimated in a preceding paragraph. The reputation they have gained in 
the large cities for placing a strictly first-class article upon the markets puts 
thein in a position to command at all times the best of prices and make ready 
sales, thus enabling them to pay the farmer the very best figure. Not only do 
they ship quite extensively to all parts of the United States, but quite a num- 
ber of car loads of beans, which have been shipped by them, have been ex- 
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ported to foreign markets. This firm also does an extensive coal and wood 
business among the citizens of Mt. Pleasant and vicinity. 

J. E. Chatterton, deceased, the senior member of this firm, was born of an 
excellent old New England family, his birth occurring' in the state of Ver- 
mont on December 7, 1839. TherePe spent his early boyhood and attended 
school some. In 1851 he accompanied his parents to Michigan. locating on a 
farm in Meridian township. Ingham county, four miles east of Lansing. 
There young Chatterton completed his education, also attended the Lansing 
schools. and later took a three years' course in the agricultural college of this 
state, near that city. H e  then attended the Eastman Business College, at  
Poughkeepsie, New York, from which institution he was graduated in 1863. 
In the meantime he had engaged in teaching school; having taught six winter 
terms very successfully, from 18jg t o  186;. Thus well equipped for a busi- 
ness career, he formed a partnership, in 1866, with his brother. George .4., 
and together they established a mercantile business at Hubbardston. Ionia 
county, this state: Four years later Mr. Chatterton purchased his brother's 
interest, continuing to manage the business until the spring of 1880. In that 
year he moved to Mt. Pleasant, and since that'time has been in active business 
in this city, at  all times being very closely allied with every movement which 
has tended toward the upbuilding of Mt. Pleasant, and always showing that 
he had the true interest of the city at heart. 

I t  was through the instruinemality and perseverance of Mr. Chatterton 
that the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company mas organized. and for five 
years, from 1895 to 1900. he acted as its secretary. The management of such 
an organization is very largely in the hands of its secretary, and much of the 
success of the company is due to the foundation laid by Mr. Chatterton during 
those years. H e  is a man of keen discernment. wise foresight and sound judg- 
ment, an organizer and promoter by nature and he carries to successful issue 
whatever he turns his attention to. and his life has been such-as to warrant 
the high esteex and confidecce in ~ h i c t :  he is held Ey a!! who Imo-A- hix.  

Xr .  Cllaiierion n a s  married on -lpri! 28, iS67, to -1. Elizabeth .?daii?~, 
of Shiawassee county, Michigan. 

The junior member of the firm of J. E. Chatterton &- Son, Hen-artl E. 
Chatterton, a man of marked business ability and commendable attributes of  
both head and heart. was born at  Hubbardston. Michigan, on Alarch 16. 
1872. where he received his early schoding, later attending the Alichigan Agri- 
cultural College, at Lansing, and the Central Michigan Normal College in lit. 
Pleasant. H e  made a splendid record in these institutions and'eal-ly in life 
launched out in a successiul business career. 
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In  1895 the younger Chatterton engaged in the grocery business at 
Bowling Green, Ohio, two years later disposing of his mercantile interests and 
engaging with a iarge wholesale house at Toledo as salesman and purchasing 
agent. Here he continued .with his usual success until 1898. when he re- 
turned to Mt. Pleasant and became a %ember of the firm of Chatterton & 
Son. J. E. Chatterton died on August 3, 1907, and Howard then incorporated 
the business of which he is manager and principal stockholder. He has also 
bought an interest in and is president of the Whitney-Taylor Company. 
manufacturers of hub blocks and concrete tiling. being the largest tile (con- 
crete) manufacturers in the world. He is an indefatigable \\-orker and the 
notable high grade and honorable methods which he ever employs in his busi- 
ness life, and in fact in all the relations with his fellow men. have brought the 
rewards due him, and he stands today second to  noile in the industrial world. 
and is popular with all classes of citizens, being a good miser and 2 straight- 
for\\-ard. unassuming gentleman of correct principles. . 

Mr. Chatterton was married to Minnie H. Harris, of this city, in 1897. 
She is a lady- of culture and refinement aild the representative of one of the 
old and influefitial families here. 

RALPH G. HX2RIS. 

In the constant and laborious struggle for an honorable competence and 
a creditable name on the part of business or professional men. there is some- 
.thing to attract the reader in the career of an individual who. early in life. 
gives evidence of traits that lead to ultimate success. when properly directed. 
as the!- haye el-identi>- been done in the case of Ralp!~ C-. ISarris. a well knon-n 
and progressive business mail of Mt. Pleasant. Michigan. With little other 
means than a sound mind zncl fertile perception, he !ias ii-oii a place in the 
inciusrriai \\-orid, and, what is to be inore i~ighiy esiecuieci, rile cuiifiiicilce a i ~ i  
good will of his fellow men. 

Mr. Harris comes of 31: excellent old family which is given proper men- 
tion on another page of this work. He was born in Mt. Pleasant, January 
27. 1884. and here he gre\y to maturity and attended the local schools, grad- 
uating from the high school. Early in life he gave evidence of ability along 
journalistic lines. especially the business side of it, and started in the magazine 
business in 1904. For a period of three years he was connected with the ad- 
vertising department of the Outing Publishing Company and was managing 
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editor of the Retailer and Advertiser Mcrgaziae for .a period of four years, 
during which time this popular trade magazine gained rapidly in circulation 
and general prestige. H e  wrote for various trade papers and his articles 
never failed to attract an interested audience. H e  resided at  Deposit. Xew 
York (the famous magazine center), two years. also lived in New York city 
four years successfully engaged in his chosen line of endeavor. He is an in- 
dependent thinker, a wide reader, familiar with the world's best literature 
and keeps abreast of the times in modern thought and investigation. 

Mr. Harris resigned his position in New York and returned to Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Michigan, in 1908, and purchased a general bakery and refreshment par- 
lors. which he is now successfully conducting, enjoying a very extensive 
patronage in the city, county and adjoining localities. B e  has a beautiful and 
well-equipped soda fountain and his place of business is always filled n i th  
customers. 

On December 18, 1906. Mr. Harris was united in marriage with Cecil 
M. Wright, of Deposit, New York. a lady of culture, education and refine- 
ment and the representative of a fine New England family. This union has 
been graced by the birth of two children, John G. and ~ a t h e r i n e  H. 

Fraternally, Mr. Harris is a member of the Masonic order, having at- 
tained the Royal Arch degree, and he belongs to  the chapter at  Mt. Pleasant; 
also the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at Mt. Pleasant. 

JUDGE P E T E R  F. DODDS. 

Standing out distinctly as one of the central figures of the judiciary of 
southern Michigan is the name of Judge Peter F. Dodds, of Mt. Pleasant. 
Isabella county, the present able and popular judge of the circuit court. 
Prominent in legal circles and equally so in pi l~lic matters beyond the con- 
k e s  of his cmr? jurisdictior?. with 2 reputatior? ir? one of the ~ o s t  exzc t iq  of 
professions that has won him a name for distinguished service second to that 
of none of his contemporaries, there is today no more prominent or honored 
man in the locality long dignified by his citizenship. Achieving success in the 
courts at  a n  age when most young men are just entering upon the formative 
period of their lives, wearing the judicial ermine with becoming dignity and 
bringing to  every case submitted to him a clearness of perception and ready 
power of analysis characteristic of the learned jurist, his name and work for 
years has been allied with the legal institutions. public enterprises and political 
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interests of the county and state in such a way as  to earn him recognition as 
one of the distinguished citizens in a community noted for the high order of 
its talent. A high purpose and an unconquerable will, vigorous mental pow- 
ers, diligent study and detotion to duty are some of the means by which he 
has made himself eminently useful, and every ambitious youth who fights the 
battle of life with the prospect of ultimate success may peruse with profit the 
biography herewith presented. 

Judge Dodds is a scion of a sterliing old fami!y, and he was born on Tanu- 
ary 4, 1849, in St. Lawrence county, Kew York. the son of John and Catherine 
(Hoy) Dodds, who, after spending their early years in that state, emigrated 
to Coe tonnship, Isabella county, Michigan. in 1866, and they took up their 
abode in Mt. Pleasant in 1875 ,  the father's death occurring here on December 

3, 1879. He was a man of honor and integrity. His son, Peter F.. h3d re- 
ceired a good primary education in his native state H e  was seventeen years 
of age when he came to Isabella county, and here he soon began Iife for him- 
self as a teacher, when nineteen years old, continuing successfully for several 
years. Deciding to turn his attention to the law, he attended the State Nor- 
mal School in order to lay a broader foundation and was graduated from the 
same in 1874 ,  after teaching some time, having read law nhile thus engaged. 
In 1 8 7 5  he was admitted to the bar at  Ithaca. and he became a partner of 
I. A. Fancher. and D. Scott Partridge n a s  also for a time associated nith 
them. In  1880 Mr. Fancher having moved to  Detroit, his brother. Francis H. 
(now a member of Congress), and hter  his  nlder hrothers, George E. and W11- 
liam I., were partners. 

In 1880 the subject was elected prosecuting attorney and served one term. 
H e  also served on the county board of school examiners. In April, 1893. 
he was elected judge of the circuit court and since January I, 1 8 9 4 ,  has dis- 
charged the duties of this important trust in a manner that has brought the 
h~ghest encomium from ail. irrespective of party allgnulent. 

Fraternally, the Judge is a member of Lodge KO. 30j. Free and Accepted 
Masons. Mt. Pleasant Chapter KO. I I I ,  Royal Arch Masons, and of the Ithaca 
Commandery, Knights Templar, and one would judge from his daily walk 
before his fellow men that he endeavors to carry their high precepts into his 
every relation with his fellow men. In 1882 Olivet College conferred upon 
him the degree of Bachelor of Arts and later the degree of Master of Arts. 

On April 20, 1876.  Judge Dodds was married t o  Minnie E. Bouton, the 
representative of a highly honored family, being the daughter of Henry S. and 
Cornelia A. Bouton, nf Mt. Pleasant. She was born in Homer. Calhoun 
county, Michigan, March 12 18jg. 

(30) 
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They have one son. Fabian Bouton Dodds, born December 18, 1884, who 
graduated from hlt. Pleasant high school at sixteen years. H e  afterwards 
graduated at Central State Normal School. life course: at  twenty he gradu- 
ated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts at the University of Michigan; at 
twenty-two he graduated from the University of Michigan as Master of Arts 
and Bachelor of Laws H e  is now practicing law at  Spokane, Washington. 
H e  married Yell Garnett Hclden, of Spokane. August 3. 1910. 

WILBER E. PRESTON. 

A weII known and successful real estate dealer of Mt. Pleasant, who has 
long enjoyed distinctive prestige among the enterprising citizens of Isabella 
county is Wilber E. Preston. who has fought his way onward and upward to 
a prominent position in industrial circles. and in every relation of life hls 
voice and influence has been on the side of right as he sees and understands 
the right. H e  has always been interested in every enterprise for the general 
welfare of the community arid liberally supports every movement calculated to 
benefit his fellow men, and he therefore has the confidence, the esteem a::d the 
good will of all who know him, and his office is always a busy place. H e  may 
be found at No. 191 Chippewa street. 

Mr Preston is the representative of a sterling old Eastern famiiy, his 
birth having occurred in Java township, Wyoming county. Kew York. on 
October 21, 1854. H e  is the son of Albert A. and Martha A. (N~chols)  
Preston, the father born August 16, 1827, at Stratford, Orange county, Ver- 
mont. and died at Mt. Plezsant, Michigan, July a j ,  1885; the mother was 
born at Keene, Nev Hampshire, April 16. 1833, and died at  Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan, in February. 1900. Albert A. Preston's father, William Preston, 
was born at  Stratiord, Orange county, Vermoiit. June 28, 18~3 ,  azd died at 
Mt. Pleasant, Uchigan, S o ~ e i l i i e r  lo. :SSi. The htter's n-if:, knonr, In 
her maidenhood as Mary Fisk. was born January 31, 1806, and died in Mt. 
Pleasant, this county, February 10, 1888. William and Mary (Fisk) Preston 
were married September 7, 1824, and removed to Java, Wyoming county, 
New York, in October, 1835. William Preston's father. Robert G., was born 
August 12. I 766; he married Hanna Brown, born December 6. 1770, their 
wedding occurring at Chester. New Hampshire, May 11, 1786. Robert G. 
Preston's parents, Edward and Edna (Greenough) Preston. were married 
January 27, I 763. Mary (Fisk) Preston's father was born at Bosca\ven, S e w  
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Hampshire, April 18, I 773, and her mother was born at Newberry, Massa- 
chusetts. May 28, I 777. They were married June 22, 179;. 

Albert A. Preston grew to manhood in Wyoming county, New York, 
acquiring a good education, and there he met, won and married Martha -4. 
Nichols, the daughter of George and Mary (Robinson) Nichols. They were 
married April 13, 18j1, and this union resulted in the birth of five children, 
namely: Mary E., born in Java township, Wyoming couilty, New York, De- 
cember I;, 18jz. married Arthur B. Caldwell and they are now living in 
Xoneta, Los Angeles county. California: \I-ilber E.. of this review. was next 
in order of birth; Alice A., born in the same locality in New York. February 
20, 1860~ married William Atkins, of Isabella county. Michigan, and her death 
occurred at Mt. Pleasant, October 23, 1907, and her husband is also deceased; 
David D., born in Lincoln township, Isabella county, Michigan, May 19, 
1864. died when three and one-half years of age;  B. W. Preston, born in the 
same locality, December IG, 186.7, married Nellie Calhoon, and is now living 
at  No. 504 South Fancher avenue, Mt. Pleasant. 

Albert A. Preston came to Isabella county. Michigan, in March. 1863, 
and purchased frsm a man named Smith his "squatter" rights to the south- 
west quarter of section 2, Lincoln township, for fifty dollars. Smith had 
cleared three acres and erected a log cabin. roofing the same with elm bark. 
Returning to  New York for his family, Mr. Preston sold his modest home 
there and with a team or horses and a "democrat" \\sagon brought the family 
to Buffalo, where they all embarked for Detroit by boat: arriving at Detroit, 
the family drove the one hundred and forty miles. much of the nay  through 
\\ oods and over corduroy rozds, to their new home in Isabella county. ccmlng 
by way of St. Johns. reach i~g  Isabella county May 18. 1863. When entering 
the southern portion of Gratiot county, Mr. Preston met his fellow settlers 
on their way to Ionia. mhere they hoped to be able to prevent the "speculators," 
as they were called. from buying up their lands before they, the actual settlers, 
had opportunity to prove UP their squatter claims an:! get certikates shoving 
rhey ha6 a right w their ialds ior homesteadiilg. Cil!)- tn-o n-ce!cs Txre to  he 
allowed settlers in which to prove up their claims, after which the lands were 
to be opened for purchase regardless of squatters' rights. Learning this fact, 
Mr. Preston hurried his family on to the home of his sister, Mrs. Samuel 
Woodworth, then living on the southeast quarter of section I I, Lincoln town- 
ship, mhere he left them and, taking one of the horses, rode back to Ionia to 
join the others and prove up his claim or rights to the land purchased from 
Mr. Smith. Arriving at Iocia, Mr. Preston learned that only those settlers' 
rights would be recognized whose families were at  the time living on the 
land claimed. which fact must be proven by a t  least one reputable witness. 
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Thereupon Mr. Preston's brother-in-law, Samuel Woodworth, started back 
home, mounted on the same weary horse, to take the family over to  the log 
cabin in the woods with its elm bark roof, and leave them. Fitting up the 
"democrat" wagon, Mr. Woodworth hitched the same horse to  it and took 
the family to  their new home, ate dinner with them. cooked over a camp-fire 
out of doors. returned to his home and, mounting the other horse. rode back to 
Ionia and testified that he had seen the family of Albert A. Preston in their 
home on their farm, and had eaten dinner with them there. Mr. Preston thus 
secured his certificate and, in due course of time, his patent for the land, 
which remained for over forty-five years in possession of his family. I t  is 

needless to say that the family followed Mr. Woodworth back to  his home as 
soon as they felt certain that he had departed for Ionia again and remained 
there until the hushnd  and father returned to them. 

.Albert A. Preston developed a good farm here and became an influential 
citizen, honored and respected by all. From 1881 he made his home in Mt. 
Pleasant and assisted in erecting many of the first buildings in the place, in- 
cluding the first- three stores, and he did much for the general development 
of the town and community. 

Wilber E. Preston grew to maturity on the home farm and early in life 
knew the meaning of hard work. H e  received a good education in the public 
schools of his community and in the graded schools of Mt. Pleasant. and in a 
persistent study and reading of his private library, one of the best in the city 
of Mt. Pleasant. In 1870, when eighteen years of age, he taught his first 
school near where the village of Winn now stands. then an unbroken wilder- 
ness of woods. The following winter he taught in what was known as the 
"Green district," boarding round among the patrons of the school. He next 
taught one year in what was then known as the Williamson school, one mile 
west of the present village of  Winn. Thereafter Mr. Preston taught only 
during the winter months, working upon the farm during the summer time 
and attending the schools of Mt. Pleasant for a short time each fall under 
the instruction of Samuel Clay. Charles 0. Curtis and Peter F. Dodds. the 
latter being the present circuit judge of the district in which Mt. Pleasant is 
located. Continuing his work as teacher and student for ten years, Mr. 
Preston then abandoned teaching and devoted his entire energies to his farm 
until July 10, 1890. when he, in company with the late E. S. Bowen. purchased 
the Northwestern Tribune, a weekly newspaper published in Mt. Pleasant. 
and took charge of the paper as editor. In the fall of 1890, during the soldiers 
and sailors' encampment at Mt. Pleasant, Mr. Preston edited and published 
the first and only daily paper that city has so far had. In the spring of 1901 
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Mr. Preston sold his interest in theNorthwestern Tribune to his partner and 
accepted a position as secretary of the Land, Loan and Title Guarantee Corn- 
pany. This company owned the only ab.stract books of the county, furnished 
abstracts and tax histories, guaranteed titles, loaned money and bought and 
sold real estate. I n  1897 Mr. Preston resigned his position and accepted an 
appointment as one of the receivers of the defunct People's Savings Bank of 
Mt. Pleasant, in company with Elton J. Van Leuvan and L. E. Royal, Mr. 
Van Leuvan resigning his post to accept the position of cashier of another 
bank just organized. Mr. Preston shortly aftenvards resigned his position 
as receiver and opened an abstract, loan and insurance office? in the fall of 
1898, which business he has follon-ed rery successfully to the present time. his 
office comprising a neat and convenient suite of rooms in the Commercial 
Bank block, known as "Bank Chambers." Mr. Preston has always been in- 
terested in farming and still owns a fine farm of one hundred and thirty acres 
which is well improved and which he personally superintends. 

Mr. Preston is a Republican. He has been twice elected commissioner 
of public schools of his township, three times elected as superintendent of 
schools of his township, once elected as justice of the peace of his township, 
four times chosen as treasurer of the same and twice as supervisor while re- 
siding in Lincoln township. resigning the office of supervisor in 1890, 
when he 'removed to Mt. Pleasant. He was chosen chairman of the Business 
Men's Association of Mt. Pieasant. serveci three years on the board ui tduca- 
tion and five years as a member of the board of public xorks. and non- holds 
the position of the county agent of the state board of correction and charities 
under appointment of the governor. In every position of public trust he has 
proven himself an earnest, able and conscientious servant of the people and 
given the utmost satisfaction to all. regardless of party alignment. 

In reiigious matters Mr. Preston is a member of the Unitarian church, 
and fraternally he belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Knights 
o t  the Maccabees and the Court uf Honor. 

In LIarch, I@. hir. Preston, \I-ith others. organized a d  iiaci i~lcuspuraied 
the Isabella County Humane Society. the purposes of which. as stated-in the 
articles of incorporation. are "The impressing and diffusing of the principles 
of humanity and mercy. and the enforcement of laws for the prevention and 
punishment of cruelty to children and animals. birds and fowls." Mr. Preston 
was chosen president of this society and still fills the position. 

On February 2 2 ,  18 j j. Mr. Preston was united in marriage with Marilla 
J. Abbott, daughter of an excellent and highly respected old family, and she ac- 
quired a good education and taught one term of school before her marriage. 
She is a member of the Unitarian church and the Ladies of the Maccabees. 
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Her father. Harrison Abbott, died September 18, 1907. and her mother, 
known in her maidenhood as Martha Walling, is now living at Shepherd, 
Michigan. 

To  Mr. and Mrs. Preston the following children have been born: Harold 
A., born June 30, 1884, is a graduate of the School for the Deaf of Michigan 
and of Gallaudet College of Washington, D. C., married Belle Van Ostrand, 
of Mason, Michigan, October 27, 1910; she was a former student of Gallaudet 
College, and later a teacher in the Michigan School for the Deaf: they reside 
in their own beautiful home a t  No. 1106 Lyon street, Mint, Michigan, in 
which city Harold A. Preston is engaged as one of the assemblers and finishers 
of the automobile bodies at the Buick automobile works. Ethel I. Preston, 
born March 31, 1886, is a graduate of the Central State Normal School; 
she prepared herself for a teacher, but is at  present homekeeper for her father 
and younger brother and sister, during a visit of her mother in southern Cali- 
fornia. Harriet Fisk Preston mas born October 21, 1889, is a graduate of 
the Central State Xormal School, and is in charge of music and drawing in 
the schools of Elk Rapids. Michigan. Isabella. born November 16, 1893. died 
in infancy. Marion Morse Preston was born October 21, 18gj, and is a high 
schooI pupil. Bliss Abbott Preston was born August 2, 1900, and is now a 
student in the fifth grade of the Normal Training School. 

MICHAEL E. KANE. 

The  notable success achiex-ed by the subject of this review. together 
wit11 his honorable record as a public-spirited citizen, has made his name al- 
most 2 household IT-ord throughout the township in which he lives and as 
one of the notable men of his day and generation in his adopted county. it is 
hoped that the foiiowing re vie^ of his life may infiiieiice saiiie fouiig iiieii 
at  the parting oi  the ways to imitate his exampie. 

Patrick Kane, the subject's father. was a native of Londonderry county. 
Ireland, but when a youth he came to America and grew to maturity in New 
Brunswick, where he began life for himself as a lumberman. H e  married in 
that country about the year 1835 and a little later secured a homestead in 
western Canada, to n-hich place he had removed shortly after his marriage 
This homestead consisted of one hundred and thirty-five acres, which he con- 
verted into a fine farnl and on which he and his good wife spent the remainder 
of their days, both dying a number of years ago. Their family consisted of 
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six children: Mary married John Coleman and lives in Canada; John died 
some years ago on a homestead in Ontario; James, whose wife was a Miss 
Hudson, is living in the latter province, as is Daniel, who has remained single; 
Michael, the subject of this sketch, is the fifth in the order of birth; the sixth 
mas Mrs. Anna McRae, who died in Canada; the youngest being Margaret, 
who is unmarried and occupying a Canada homestead. 

Michael E. Kane was born on December 20, 1845, in Middlesex county, 
Ontario, and remained in his native province until eighteen years old, attending 
school in the meanwhile and making rapid advancement in his studies. Pos- 
sessing a fine mind and an aptitude for learning. he was enabled. at the early 
age of sixteen. to pass the required examination and obtain a license entitling 
him to teach in the public schools. H e  taught two terms before his eighteenth 
gear, after which he attended school until sufficiently advanced to obtain a 
first class license. securing which he went to S e w  BI-unsn-ick, but not to 
engage in educational work, as he took up the trade of harness making in the 
city of Frederickston soon after reaching that province. After becoming a 
skilled workman he returned home and during the six months ensuing stayed 
with his parents and helped with the labor of the farm.. At the end of that 
time he started to California, but owing to scarcity of means only got as far 
as  Detroit, Michigan, near which city he found emp1oyme::t during the sum- 
mer of that year on a farm and the following winter worked on Cedar river 
in Gladx-iil county, this st:lte. For the next ten years he devoted his time to 
farm labor and log driving, the latter principally. and during that period 
saved sufficient money to  buy one hundred and ten acres of land south\\-est of 
Nt .  Pleasailt, in Isabella county. for which he paid the sum of three thousand 
dollars. By the end of the summer he had expended in improvements the 
remaining six hundred of the amount he had saved and one hundred dollars 
more, hut the money was put to good use and in due time returned a hand- 
some margin on the 'investment. 

In June, 7875, at Ann Arbor. Mr. Kane was united in marriage to  Mary 
E:SP!I 2?1d ir-1medi;l.te!y thereafter hrought his to Isabella county and. 
setting up his domestic establishment on his farm in Union township, began 
giving his entire attention to agriculture. From time to time he added to 
his land and made a number of impro\-ements. among which were two large 
harm, forty by sixty feet each and basements. a third barn. twenty by forty 
feet. for young cattle, and an imposing brick residence, the main body thirty 
by thirty feet, the wing sixteen by twenty feet, the building complete in every 
part. handsomely finished and supplied with the latest modern conveniences. 
All of his buildings are up-to-date and equipped with labor-saving devices, 
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among the latter a large wind mill which supplies water to the barn and vari- 
ous parts of the premises, besides many other improvements, such as men of 
his ample means and enterprising spirit can afford and as few other farms 
in this part of the state contain. Among the later accessions to  Mr. Kane's 
estate are the two eighty-acre tracts adjoining the place on the east, which 
he purchased some years ago, making two hundred and seventy acres in a 
single body. all exceedingly fine land with modem improvements on the differ- 
ent parts. H e  also bought twenty acres across the road from the original 
farm and later an additional one hundred and thirty acres in the same section. 
thcs swelling his realty to four hundred and twenty acres, which was among 
the largest individual ho ld i~gs  in the county. By reason of advancing age 
and the desire to free himself from the cares and responsibilities of managing 
such a large estate, Mr. Kane, in Jamary,  1910. sold the two hundred and 
seventy acres for  the handsome sum of twenty-two thousand dollars, one of 
the highest prices ever paid for land in this county. H e  still owns a splendid 
farm of one hundred and fifty acres, which is largely devoted to stock raising, 
the river running through the place affording ample water and drainage and 
especially adapted to"this important branch of agriculture. 

Mr. Kane made much of his money from fine stock and when actively 
engaged in farming never kept fewer than one hundred head of fine cattle 
and from thirty to fifty hogs of the best breeds. for which animals there was 

. always a demand at the highest prices the market afforded. Since practically 
retiring from active life, he has kept no live stock. only looking after the gen- 
eral management of the farm and attending to his other interests, which, by 
the way, are large and important, but not of sufficient magnitude to keep him 
from enjoying the rest and leisure which he has so ably earned and to which he 
is so honorably entitled. The large price which he received for the farm 
recently sold was not only a surprise. but a revelation to his fellow citizens 
throughout the county, as it opened their eyes to the merits and value of land 
in this part of the state and stimulated many of them to imitate his example 
in the matter of improvements and proper agricultural methods. His suc- 
cess came to him as the rosclt of well directed labor and judicious manage- 
ment, and what he has accomplished he believes others can accomplish, pro- 
vided their efforts be controlled by sound judgment and wise foresight. 

Mr. Kane has long been one of the leading farmers of Isabella county 
and has abundant reasons to be proud of his record as such. H e  has also 
been influential in the affairs of his township and county and, possessing many 
of the elements of leadership, his judgment has frequently been consulted by 
his neighbors and friends and his opinions have ever carried weight alld corn- 
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manded respect among his fellow citizens. Integrity and a high sense of 
honor have characterized his relations with others, and his personal popularity 
is bounded only by the limits of his acquaintance. Few citizens of the county 
have as many friends and none have shown themselves more deserving of 
friendship and confidence. Among the public enterprises with which his name 
is associated are the Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, of Isabella county, 
and the Gold Reserve Insurance Company, having been president of the latter 
ever since its organization. about twenty years ago. H e  has served sixtecn 
years as superrisor of Gnion township and proved a niost capable and faith- 
ful official. giving to the duties of the position the same care and consideration 
displayed in the management of his on-n interests. Fraternally, lie belongs 
to the Independent Order of Odd Fellons at Mt. Pleasant. and the Knights 
of the Maccabees at  the same place, and ever since old enough to exerclse 
the right of citizenship he has wielded a strong influence for the Democratic 
party. For fourteen years he has been chairman of the Democratic county 
committee and for sixteen years he has been President of the Isabella County 
Plgric~~ltural Soclety. 

141- and Mrs. Kane are the parents of four children. namely: Sarah. 
who married John Carl and died some years ago in Pennsylvania. John. T\ ho 
is in the West; Nellie. wife of Merrill Gee, hves In Lakevien : Arthur, n h o  
is the youngest of the family and unmarried, is at Big Rapids attending school. 

The subject of this sketch is one of the widely known citizens of t!x 
ton-nship in xvhich he resides, ha\-ing come to this part of Isabella county 
forty-three years ago. since xvhich time he has been actively identified with 
the varied interests o i  his community. james XacKersie was b ~ i i i  Ja:,uar>- 
15, 1838, in Glasgow, Scotland. and \$.hen five years or' age acco~i~panied his 
parents to the city of Perth, Ontario, where he spent the five years ensuing. 
At  the espiration of that time he emigrated with the family to Waterloo 
county, Ontario, where he remained four years. removing thence to the county 
of Huron. where he made his home for a period of eight years, in the mean- 
time. 1861. having united in marriage with Maria Johnson. who was born in 
England. 

Shortly after his marriage Mr. MacKersie came to Michigan and for one 
year n-orked as a farm hand near Detroit. H e  then moved to a point about ' 
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four miles from that city wtere he supported himself and wife by daily labor 
for a period of two years, removing at the expiration of that time to Clinton 
county, where he devoted the ensuing year to  farm work and the manufacture 
of staves. In October, 1866, he made a tour through Isabella county and, 
being pleased with Coldwater township, located a homestead in section 28. 
immediately after which he went to Ionia to pay the government fees on his 
land. Returning to his homestead in November, he erected a log cabin to 
which he brought his family, consisting of his wife and two children in Febru- 
ary. 1867. After living on his homestead six years and making a number of 
improvements, he discontinued farming to  enter the employ of Amos John- 
son, a merchant of Sherman City, for whom he clerked during the ensuing 
six years, becoming familiar with every phase of the goods business in the 
meantime. 

Later Mr. MacKersie worked for several years at.different vocations, a 
part of the time being manager of a store on the Chippewa river, and when 
John Cameron started a general mercantile establishment at Sherman City 
he entered that gentleman's employ and continued as his chief clerk for a 
period of nine years. . He served twenty-eight years as justice of the peace 
and still holds that office, has been a notary public for thirty-five years, and 
when Coldwater township was organized he was appointed its first clerk. in 
addition to which position he also filled the office of supervisor one term. 
Some years ago he sold his r'ai-m and purchased a half acre of ground ad- 
joining the village, on which he erected a commodious and comfortable mod- 
ern dwelling, besides making a number of other improvements, his home at 
this time, with its attractive surroundings, being one of the most beautiful 
and desirable places of residence in the community. Mr. MacKersie is an 
accomplished business man and as such is frequently consulted by his neigh- 
bors and friends to  whom his juclicious counsel and advice hare been especially 
valuable, leading to the amicable adjustment of not a few difficulties and mis- 
..,A ,,,,,cistandings and preventicg much expensix litigatioc. H e  is we!! r e d  
and nidelj- ilifoi-ilied, keeps in to~:ch 11-ii1i the 1eadiiig qiie~tioiij of ;he day 
and abreast of the times on all matters in which the public is likely to be 
interested. Personally. he is held in high esteem by his neighbors and fel- 
low citizens, his character and integrity having ever been above criticism. and 
he has always kept unsullied the luster of an honorable name. 

Mr. and Mrs. MacKersie are the parents of children as follows: Anna 
E., wife of William Powers, lives in Isabella county; Stephen J.. who married 
a lady by the name of Xelson, lives in Leeds, North Dakota, his wife dying 
a few years ago; George A., also a resident of Leeds, married Mildred Tap- 
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pon; Ellen J. is deceased, as is Maggie, the fifth in order of birth; Jessie, now 
Mrs. Clayton Koch, lives in Grand Rapids, where he is yard master for the 
Pere Marquette railroad: Charles W. married Anna Loomis and lives at  
Barreton, this state, where he is engaged in the meat business; Flora B., un- 
married, i a a  stenographer and typewriter a t  Portland, Michigan: Gordon E.. 
also single, holds a position in a grocery store at  Grand Rapids. and Raymond 
A,, who is unmarried and lives in San Francisco, Cal~fornia, is a fitter of 
electric machinery. 

JOSEPH A. STRUBLE. 

The subject of this sketch belongs to an old and well known family of 
Isabella county, and combines in his personality many of the sturdy char- 
acteristics for which his artecedents were noted. X farmer by occupation, 
he has succeeded well at his calling and as a citizen he has always been inter- 
ested in the progress of the community. taking an active part in forwarding 
all legitimate means to this end. 

William W. Struble, the subject's father, was born in Knos county. Ohio. 
November 6. 18zz. H e  married, in that state, Mary Murphy and in the fall 
of 1864. while his oldest son was in the army, moved to Isabella county. 
Miclligan, aild settled on oce hundred and sixty acres of land in Chip1xn.a 
township which he purchased and which in due time he and his sons cleared 
and reduced to cultivation. H e  served four years as probate judge: \\-as 
five years supervisor of his township, and later served the same length of 
time in a similar capacity in the second ward of Mt. Pleasant. 

William Struble was an intelligent, public spirited man and during his 
life in Isabella county did nuch  to promote the material xvelfare of the com- 
munity in which he resided and advance the interest of his fellon- citizens. 
EP died or? the 312th day of July, 1908, his wife in the year 1878. The follow- 
ing zre the zzrnes of the c'.i!drer. b c x  tc this couple: Jcrhn. ~ h n  married 
Mary Oberlin; Joseph X., of this review; Mary Sabine. deceased: Harriet, 
wife of Wayne Fosgett, of ,Mi!. Pleasant ; William, deceased : James. 11-ho 
married Mary Stearns and 11ves in the Upper Peninsula : Frank. a residezt of 
Chicago. Illinois, married Elizabeth Lacock : Elmer. who was accidentally 
killed in the bank at  Snephcrd; Rachael, deceased, and L. S.. who married 
Izora Cole and lives in the city of Mt. Pleasant. 

Joseph A. Struble was born January 16, 1848. in Knos county. Ohio. 
and lived in his native state until the removal of the family to Illichigan in 
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the year 1864. In the meantime he acquired a common school education and 
during the spring and summer months worked on the farm and proved of 
great assistance to his father in the cultivation of the soil. When about 
twenty-one years of age, he received from his father forty ackes of the family 
homestead which he cleared and otherwise improved and on which he lived 
for some years, later selling the land and moving t o  a farm in section 22,  

Chippewa township. After residing a few years on the latter place, he moved 
to the old Sheldon farm, in the same township. where he has since made his 
home. owning at this time forty acres of as h e  land as  there is in the county, 
his improvements of all kinds ranking among the best in the neighborhood, 
\vhile his standing as an agriculturist is second to that of none- of his con- 
temporaries. 

For some pears after beginning life for himself. Mr. Struble experienced 
not a few- vicissitudes and, to make both ends meet, was obliged to work 
in the lumber n-oods during the winter months, deroting the rest of the year 
to clearing his fami and making his improven~ents. In  the meantime he was 
married to Lucretia T. Grinnell. an intelligent and estimable young lady who 
taught in the public schools and who proved a true wife and helpmeet in 
getting a start in the world. During his early struggles and trials, she as- 
sisted him with her counsel and encouragement. and to her advice and co- 
operation is much of his later success directly due. Mr. Struble has a fine 
farm, a comfortable and attractive home and is the possessor of a sufliciency 
of this world's goods to  place him in independent circumstances. H e  has been 
honored from time to time with important official trusts. having served eight 
years as township treasurer, three years as school director, eight years as as- 
sessor. and for a period of four years held the position of superrisor in his 
ton-ilship, and is now superintendent of the poor of the county, in all of which 
positions he displayed business ability of a high order and proved a faithful 
and conscientious pyblic servant. In politics he is an unsn-enring Republican 
and, judging by the number of times he has been favored with pubiic piaces. 
it is easily perceived that he is an active worker ior his party and an infiuentiai 
iactor in IT-inning success at the polls. Fraternally he belongs to the Chip- 
pewa lodge of Gleaiiers, and all worthy enterprises for  the general good find 
in him an enthusiastic advocate and liberal patron. Enjoying t o  a marked 
degree the confidence of his neighbors and friends, esteemed for his integrity 
and high ideals of manhood and citizenship, his purposes have ever been up- 
right and honorable. his life fraught with good to those with whom he mingles, 
and he is today oile of the notable men of the community in which he resides. 

Mr. and Mrs. Struble have a pleasant home which has been blessed by 
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the birth of the following children: Nellie J., who married Frank Hardgrove. 
is living in Mt. Pleasant, her husband being deceased; Cora E., who married 
A. J. Olson, is living in Wisconsin; Myrta married Conl-in Hardgrove, and 
she is working as a stenographer in Mt. Pleasant; Albert married hlaud Ellis 
and lives in Chippewa township; Mary and Hattie died in infancy. There 
are seven grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

JOHN W. CURTIS. 

The success achieved by the gentleman whose name introduces this 
sketch entitles him to a prominent place among the representative men of the 
county in which he resides and his influence in the x-arious spheres of activity 
to which his talents have been devoted has won for him a large place in the 
esteem of the public and marked prestige as a citizen. John W. Curtis is a 
native of New YOI-k. a state t o  which not only Michigan but the entire central 
and  north^^-estern parts of the republic are largely indebted for the class of 
substantial, enterprising men who add solidity to the body politic and consti- 
tuted so much of the moral bone and sinew of the populace. His birth oc- 
curred in.Genesee county. February 13. 1846, being a son of Waldo W. Curtis 
and Xargaiet XcHug!~, the former horn at Naples. N e l ~  York. in 1820, the 
latter in Ireland about the year 182j. These parents were married in the 
Empire state and there spent the remainder of their lives, the father dying in 
the month of December. 185 j .  the mother follo~ving him to the grave in Aug- 
ust of the year 1875. 

The early life of John IV. Curtis was spent in the county of his birth and 
at the proper age he entered the district schools, the training thus received 
being afterwards supplemented by a course in the Cary Collegiate Seminary 
.??here Ee made substantial progress in the higher branches of learning. H e  
was rexed to ~gricu!tured pursuits and while still a youth decided to devote 
his life to that honorable calling, but the high price of land in Wew York 
caused him to look elsewhere for a more favorable place in which to seek his 
fortune. Having heard and read much of Michigan and its advantages in 
the way of cheap lands, he finally decided to ascertain for himself; accord- 
ingly, in the fall of 1868. he came to this state. Aftei living at  various places 
during the seven years ensuing. he moved. in the spring of 1875, to Isabella . 
county and purchased one hundred and sixty acres in section 4, Fremont 
to\vnship, where he has since lived and prospered. When Mr. Curtis took 
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possession of his land there were sixty acres cleared and otherwise indifferent- 
ly improved, but in due time he cut away the forest growth and reduced the 
greater part of the place to cultivation, besides inaugurating a series of im- 
provements which have added greatly to the beauty and value of the farm. 

During the past thirty-five years Mr. Curtis has dealt quite extensively 
in real estate, making judicious investments from time to time and realizing 
handsome profits from his sales; meanwhile he cleared in excess of three 
hundred acres and now owns a valuable tract of three hundred and ninety 
acres which is devoted to general farming, and in which are some of the best 
improvements in the locality, his buildings of all kinds being first class and in 
excellent repair and everything in the premises indicating the close attention 
and progressive spirit manifested by the proprietor in the prosecution of his 
labors. In connection with agriculture Mr. Curtis is still interested in real 
estate and his deals have resulted largely to his advantage, as is indicated by 
his independent circumstances and solid financial standing. He is essentially 
a self-made man, as he came West with only meager means and during the 
interval between 1875 and 1883 worked for monthly wages in the lumber 
woods, the earnings .from this source enabling him to add to his original 
purchase, as stated above, and obtain the start which since then has made him 
one of the well-to-do men of his adopted county. 

Mr. Curtis served two terms of two years each as official surveyor of 
Isa'kila county, three terms as supervisor and in 1 8 9 2  was elected to repre- 
sent the county in the state.Legislature, making the race on the Independent 
party ticket and defeating his competitor by a very decisive majority. He 
made an honorable record in the General Assembly, serving on several im- 
portant committees, where his opinions and judgment commanded respect. 
and he also took an active part in the general deliberations on the floor of the 
chamber, proving under all circumstances a judicious legislator who looked 
carefully after the interests of his constituents and was instrumental in the 
passage of a number of !a-*-s of great advaiitage to the slate. H e  has alivays 
n:aniiestd an active intereat in pui;iic aEairs a rd  his iniiue~lce iii mouidi~lg 
thought and shaping opinion is second to that of none of his contemporaries. 
Like the majority of enterprising men, he is identified with the Masonic 
fraternity and for some years he has been a leading member of Cedar Valley 
Lodge No. 383. and Mt. Pleasant Chapter No. 111, Royal Arch Masons, in 
both of which branches of the order he has been honored from time to time 
with important official trusts. 

In the year 1% Mr. Curtis contracted a matrimonial alliance with Mina 
Hey. who was born June 17, 186j. in Jackson county, Michigan. being a 
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daughter of Charles Hey and Mary Wieter, both natives of Germany. These 
parents were born in the years 1840 and 1842, respectively. and have spent 
their married life in the United States, their home a t  the present time being 
the village of Montcalm, Isabella county. nhere they are highly esteemed by a 
large circle of friends. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis are the parents of fifteen chil- 
dren. as follows: One born January 6, 1882, d ~ e d  May 24, 1882, unnamed; 
Henry W., born August 29, 1883, married Marjorie E.  Croskery August 10, 
1910. and is employed as salesman in the B. M. Adams store at Winn; James 
C.. born June 9, 1885. married Beulah A. Curtiss March 9. 19oj, and is also 
employed at  the B. M. Adams store; Dwight Z., born April 20. 1887, married 
Pearl 0 Riggle December 27. 190;: Ida M., born December 27, 1888, died 
February 2, 1889: Margaret M., born May I I. 1890. married F. Lenon Ray- 
mond March a j ,  1909; Fannie L.. born May 26. 1892. who is living at home, 
as are all the other children; Carrie LI., born June 10. 1894: W. White, 
born February 29. 1896 : Agnes S. and Adaline E.. t n  ins, born July 20. I S ~ S  ; 
-4daline B. died July 21, rgoG; Clara E.. born April 3, 1901 : Oscar O., born 
January I, 1903 ; Myron S and Myriam. twins. born January I j, 1907; 
ibfyriam died at  birth. 

JOSEPH WIELI-4M HOUSE. 

The subject of this sketch. a well known and highly esteemed farmer of 
Isabella county and one of the enterprising citizens of the community in 
which he resides. is an older b,rother of H. S. G. House, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in these pages, and a son of George and Sarah -q. House, who are 
also noticed in this volume at  some length. Mr. House is of English blood 
and first saw the light of day in the town of Walton. Sonlersetshire. Eng- 
land. March 8, 1853 H e  accompanied his parents to America in 1869. and 
remained with his father, helping with the work o i  the farm until ISSO. 
when he began the struggies of life for himself as a laborer in the pineries. 
H e  worked in the n-oods during the winter time and having purchased forty 
acres of land in Isabella township the above year, devoted the summer months 
to  clearing and improving the same. 

Mr. House began operations upon quite a modest scale, but in a few 
years, not only succeeded in reducing nearly all of his forty acres to cultivation, 
but bought other land in the vicinity from time to time until his realty amount- 
ed to one hundred and sixty acres, all partially wooded when he made the 
different purchases. When he bought his first forty acres, he was obliged 
to cut a way through the dense xoods in order to reach it. the only semblance 
on the land of a road beina a faintly defined trail over which Indians had 
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formerly been accustomed to travel. Slight improvements had been 
'made on the several other tracts, but on taking possession he pushed the work 
of clearing and improving until his farm was finally among the best and most 
valuable in the township, a reputation which it still sustains. 

In the year 1900 Mr. House added greatly to the appearance of his farm 
by erecting a fine barn, forty by fifty feet in size, which has since been re- 
modeled. His dwelling, which was built at  an earlier date, though small, is 
comfortable. At the present time he has one hundred and twenty-six acres 
in cultivation and well drained. and raises all of the grains. vegetables, 
fruits, etc., grown in this part of the state, also an abundance of hay, which is 
one of his most valuable crops. H e  has four hundred rods of fine wire 
fencing on the place, which, with other improvements, adds much to the 
appearance of the fann which to the owner and his family is a home in 
which they take a pardonable pride and which to them is the happiest and 
most desirable place the world affords. 

Margaret Marlin, who became the wife of the subject.on January 27, 
1892. was born in Hastings county, Ontario. on the 6th day of October, 
1862. Her  father, James Marlin. a native of Canada, was born June 22, 
1832, and lire; in 1sabella county at the present time. Her mother. who 

' previous to  her marriage bore the name of Margaret Brandon, was born Febru- 
ary 23, 1840, and departed this life in Isabella county in 1901, both having 
resided for a'pericd of thirty years in thzt part of the county. Mr. and 34rs. 
House have four children, namely: Albert J., born December 30, 1892; Ella 
B., September 30, 1894: Edwin A., November 12, 1904, and Emma P.. 
whose birth occurred oil March 28, 1907. Religiously the subject and wife 
are devoted members of the Baptist church, he having filled different offices in 
connection with the church and Sunday school. Politically he is a Republi- 
can, though by no means an active politician. 

GEORGE W. COLE. 

Conspicuous among the successful self-made men of Isabella county is 
George W. Cole, a leading farmer and stock raiser of Lincoln township and 
a public-spirited citizen whom to know is to  esteem and honor. H e  was 
born October 2, 1842, in St. Lawrence county, New York, and is a son of 
Benjamin and Eunice (Calkins) Cole, both natives of that state; the father 
was born in 1809 and died in the month of June, 1876, and the mother was 
born in 1816 and died in her eighty-second year, in 1897. 

When the subject was quite young his parents moved to Ohio where 
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they spent the four years ensuing, at  the expiration of which time they changed 
their residence to Allen county, Indiana, where they made their home until 
their removal, twelve years later, to Isabella county, Michigan. settling in 
Lincoln township in the winter of 1864-5 Grown to maturity the mean- 
while. the subject was a strong, active young man, well calculated for the 
duty of clearing a farm and establishing a home in what was then a conl- 
paratively new and undeveloped country. He purchased, in 1865, the eighty- 
acre tract in section ro which had been previously homesteaded by James 
Hoover, of Ionia, but tn-o scres being cleared when he took possession and . 
little if any other improvemciit attempted. Animated by a laudable ambition 
to succeed. Mr. Cole at  once addressed himself to the formidable task of re- 
moving the dense forest growth and, fitting the soil for cultivation, and in 
view of his present beautiiul farm, with its fine buildings and other e\.i- 
dences of prosperity, it is needless to state that he succeeded in his undertak- 
ing aild in due time forged to the front among the leading agriculturists and 
representative citizens of the community. 

Mr. Cole has been enterprising in all the term implies and successful 
both as a tiller of the soil and breeder of fine live stock, making a specialty 
of Percheron horses, for which there is a great demand by the farmers of his 
own and other localities. His improvexe~ts rank among the best in the 
county. the commodious barn thirty-six by sixty-six feet in size. \\-ith cement 
basement. and his nmdern residence, being fine buildings 2!1d n-e!! ad>.ptec! 
to the purposes for which ictended. While first of all a farmer and making 
everything else subordinate to his calling. Mr. Cole has ah-ays found time to 
devote to the public and to discharge the duties and responsibilities which 
eb-ery good citizen axes the community in which he lives. He has filled 
various local offices. serving one year as ton-nship clerk and three years 
respecti~ely as highway and drainage commissioner. proving in these respon- 
sible positions true to the interests of the people and discharging his duties 
X+!I credit tc! h i~~se! i  anc! to the satisfaction of all concerned. In his political 
dkgiaixc hr is r: pro~c::cced RqzMicar! ax! as w c h  has heen an inflnential 
factor in the affairs of his party ever since becoming a citizen of the county. 
although his zeal has never been in the may of office seeking nor aspiring to 
leadership. 

In  the summer of 1866 Mr. Cole went back to Ohio. where. on .'lugust 
12th of that year, he was married to Rebecca J. LVaters. n-hose birth occurred in 
1849. she being a daughter of Samuel and Margaret (Byrle) LVaters. natives 
of Ohio and Pennsylvania, respectively. Immediately after his marriage he 
returned to Isabella county with his bride and setting up their domestic estab- 

(31) 
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lishment on the farm in Lincoln township, they entered upon the mutually 
happy and prosperous life which has made them popular in the community 
and which their friends trust may be continued many years in which to bless 
the world by their presence and influence. 

The children of Mr. arid Mrs. Cole are as follows: Alzada, born July 3, 
1867, is the wife of Almer Servose, of Coe township; Warner S., born Decem- 
ber 13, 1869, married Cora Rellinger, and lives on a farm in Union township; 
Muzetta M., now Mrs. Chase Hann, was born July 23, 1872, and resides in 
Lincoln township; Vernon D., born February 12, 1 8 j j ,  married Anna C a m p  
bell and departed this life in the state ?f Washington July I j, 1908; Joseph 
Mr.. whose birth occurred on September I j. 1879. married Ethel De Kron 
and lives in the township of Lincoln; Elmer M., the youngest of the family. 
was born April 23, 1883; he is a farmer of Denver township, also a married 
man, his wife having formerly been Blanch Collier. 

Mr. Cole is a firm believer in revealed religion and his study of the 
sacred scriptures leading him to accept the doctrine of the second advent of 
Christ. he is now an influectial member of that church and a pillar .of the 
local congregation to .which himself and wife and several of his children 
belong. 

As indicated by the name, the subject of this sketch is of foreign birth, 
being one of the sturdy citizens who came to this country from Germany and, 
like so many of his compatriots from the fatherland, he inherits the sterling 
qualities which distinguish his nationality. Nicholas Laubenthal, farmer, of 
Nottawa township and an ex-soldier in one of the greatest civil wars in the 
annals of time, was born in Prussia in the year 1841. When eleven years 
old he cane  to -4merica with his pzrents and dzring the ensuing ten years 
1 I;i ...-A CU .- iIL  LO,,^;,,^ LVLLIIL>, ,.,..... b - A L : ~  V I I I V ,  17-here he g r c ~   up o n  a fa rm a n d  recei7-ed a 

common school education. At the breaking out of the great rebellion he was 
among the first young men of the above county to tender his services to the 
government, enlisting, at  the age of twenty-one. in Company G, One Hun- 
dred Seventh Ohio Infantry, with which he served for a period of three 
years and four months, during which time he took part in a number of cam- 
paigns in Virginia, Maryland and elsewhere and participated in some of the 
most noted battles of the mar. His regiment was with the Army of the 
Potomac and he shared with his comrades the vicissitudes of warfare in 
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many thrilling and dangerous experiences. I n  the battle of Gettysburg he 
was wounded by a musket ball in the right arm and right hand, which 
necessitated his being taken to a hospital in Baltimore, where he remained but 
two clays, going thence to a Philadelphia hospital, in which he received treat- 
ment for about five weeks. 

From the latter city Mr. Laubenthal was transferred to a hospital at  
Cincinnati, thence to Covirgton, Kentucky, and two weeks later was re- 
moved with a number of others to Camp Dennison, Ohio, \\-here he remained 
nearly one year in the invalid corps. During the greater part of that time he 
received treatment, but when his mound improved, he was made master of 
one of the hospital wards. At the expiration of the period indicated he 
with thirty others of his own company, was removed to a hospital in the 
city of Cleveland. where he remained on duty for ten months and then re- 
tmned to Camp Dennison. where, three weeks later, he received his discharge. 
His military career was an active and eminently honorable one, and he left 
the service n-ith a record of which any soldier might well feel proud. While 
a t  the front, he was always ready for duty, never shirked a responsibility and 
whether on the march, in camp, or  amid the din and confusion of battle his 
conduct was ever above reproach and right nobly did he sustain the reputation 
of a brave and gallant soldier. 

For  some time after the war Mr. Laubenthal 1 ~ 2 s  employed by a gentle- 
man in Lorain county, Ohio, to oversee the latter's farm and nursery, in con- 
nection with which he subsequently took charge of a generai store also. Stili 
later a saw and shingle machine were added, and for several months he looked 
after and managed these several lines of enterprise and that, too, in a manner 
entirely satisfactory to  the proprietor. H e  renlained in Ohio for a number 
of years, devoting his attention principally to  agricultural pursuits, but in 
1899 he disposed of his interests in that state and came to Isabella county, 
Michigan, settling in May of that year in the woods of Xottawa township 
and began operating a saw mill. H e  also purchased a tract of land in that 
township, from which he cut the riin'uer, and which lie laxer c!cared. 2nd ix- 
proved, making a good farm. on \\-hich he sriii resides. 

Mr. Laubenthal has k e n  a very industrious man and has always made 
his labors count, a s  his present fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres with 
its up-to-date improvements abundantly attest. H e  erected all of his buildings, 
principally by his own labor, enclosed his farm with first-class fences and by 
artificial drainage has increased the productiveness of the soil in no smAI 
degree. H e  is an excellent farmer, in that he has made a careful study of 
soils and their adaptation to the different kinds of crops and by judicious 
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rotation and the use of modern methods of cultivation, he seldom, if ever, 
fails to realize ample returns for his time and labor. I n  politics he is an in- 
dependent, refusing to be bound by any strictly party ties, and in religion is 
a Roman Catholic, belonging with his family to the local church at  Beal City. 
He served as three years as supervisor of his township, ten years as school 
director, and at the present time holds the office of school treasurer, in all 
of which positions he discharged his duty with credit to himself and to the 
satisfaction of the public. 

In  the year 1867 Mr. Laubenthal and Mary Cotton were united in the 
holy bonds of wedlock. the latter being a native of Lorain county, Ohio, 
where she was born Novenlber 18. 1850, being a daughter of George W. and 
Eliza Cotton. The children that have blessed this union are a s  follows: 
Anna C., wife of Stephen Schon, of Ohio; Joseph G., who married Emma 
Simmer and lives in Nottawa township; Elizabeth M., now Mrs. Mat Diet- 
rich, lives in Henry county. Ohio; Emma T. lives in Nottawa township and 
is the wife of Joseph Zimmer; Frank J. married Christine Pung and lives in 
Cadillac, this state ; William J.. of Nottawa township, married Helena Dolli ; 
Myra J., wife of James Mezd, resides in the township of Nottawa; Clara J.. 
who married +Albert Giesige. lives in Henry count)-, Ohio; Elnora, of Henry 
county, that state. married to Walter Westrick, of Henry county, Ohio; 
Mary L., unmarried. is still with her parents. 

JOHX G. HOUSE 

John G. House. the oldest son of George and Elizabeth (Chancellor) 
House, and a representative' farmer and stock raiser of Isabella ton-nship. 
\Gas born in England on May I j. 1859 .  and in 1869 ,  when ten years old, ac- 
companied his parcnts to JLmerica. spnding  the ensuing sis  years iii the 
cluiuiilion of Canada. Xemo~ing wit11 the lami1~- lo Yichigan at the rlpira- 
tion of that period. he lived with his parents in Monroe county until 1879 .  
when he accompanied them to Isabella county and assisted in clearing and im- 
proving the farm in Isabella township, where they still live, in the meantime, 
as opportunity afforded. attending school at his several places of residence. 
Reared in the country and early inured to the practical duties of the farm, 
he grew up strong, rigorous and well calculated for the vocation of agricul- 
ture, which he chose for his life work, and on attaining his majority he 
began cultivating soil for himself on the family homestead. 



ISABELL.4 COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 485 

-In 1885, Mr. House was united in the bonds of wedlock with Charlotte 
Armstrong, whose birth occurred in Peel county, Ontario, in February, 
1860. and who came to Michigan with her parents, John and Mary (Baker) 
Armstrong. natives of Ireland and Canada. respectirely. The former, born 
in 1810, died in 1876; the latter, bcrn in 1822, departed this life in the year 
1905, the family being among the early pioneers of Vernon ton-nship. Shortly 
after his marriage Mr. Home moved to forty acres of land in section j of 
the above township and five years later increased his holdings by an additional 
forty acres adjoining the original purchase, both of I\-hich he improved and 
brought to a high state of cultivation. Still later he bought twenty acres 
more, making the farm of one hundred acres, its present area. in the mean- 
time commencing and carrying to completion many additional improvements, 
thus increasing the value of his land and adding greatly to its attractiveness 
as one of the desirable places of residence in a part of the county long noted 
for its beautiful homes. His dwelling, a fine t ~ o - s t o r y  brick edifice, sub- 
stantially constructed and of imposing appearance, is furnished with the 
usual modern conveniences. and the barn, erected in 1903, compares favorably 
with the best structures of the kind in the locality, its dimensions being forty- 
four by sixty feet, with a large stone basement and every feature of the 
building bearing evidence of first-class workmanship. H e  has also recently 
bought eight yacres of good land at Stevenson Lake, Vernon township. which 
he proposes to d e ~ o t e  to pasturage. 

In  all that constitutes a modern farmer of progressive ideas, Mr. House 
is the peer of the most enterprising of his fellow agriculturists of Isabella 
county. He devotes careful attention to the soil: the masimum productiveness 
he aims to retain by artificial drainage and the judicious rotation of crops, and 
in connection with general farming he markets every year considerable live 
stock, being a successful breeder and raiser of  fine shorthorn cattle, blooded 
Leicestershire sheep and high grade Berkshire hogs. all of which command 
high prices and vield him zmple financial returns. H e  also operates a small 
d ; i ~  ~~-!-ich; like his other interests. is quite remunerative and it is not too 
much to state that everything to which he turns his hands appears to prosper 
and that too in no small degree. 

Mr. House inherits m2ny of the sterling qualities of his sturdy English 
ancestry and is a gentleman of high character, inflexible integrity, and in his 
relations with his fellow men has ever been characterized by honest and 
conscientious motives. H e  is spirited in his efforts to promote the material 
prosperity of the community in which he resides, takes an active part in all 
that makes fo r  the social and moral good of his fellow men and keeps in 
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touch with the times on political matters, being a Republican in his views, 
but in matters local voting for the man rather than the party. 

The domestic life of Mr. and Mrs. House has been gladdened by six 
children, whose names and dates of birth are as follows: Mary, October j, 
1887; Chancellor, August 21, 1889; Flossie Mae, April 7, 1893; Grace I., 
December 23, 1895; Emily F., April 4, 1898, and Esther C.. who n-as born 
on March 6, 1901, all living and members of the home circle. 

GEORGE H.  ALLEN. 

The gentleman whose name introduces this sketch is a prosperous busi- 
ness man and public-spirited citizen who for a number of years has been 
identified with the development and growth of Isabella county. especially with 
the township now honored by his citizenship. George H. Allen. a native of 
Clinton county, Michigan, was born in the year 185 j being a SOIT of Philip P. 
and Mary A. Allen.' His father, whose birth occurred April 21. 1829, mar- 
ried, n-hen a young man. Mary A. Sawtelle. who was born Jul>- 2. 1830. 
both parents being natives of Ne\v York. In March, 1Sj4. they moved to 
Mzp!e Rapids. Michigan. where Mrs. .Wen died on January 10. 1865, some 
time after which, though in the same year. Mr. Allen went to Gratiot county, 
where he remained during the starvation period in that and other parts of the 
state. About the year 1884 he beczme a resident of Isabella county, \\.here 
he spent the remainder of his life, dying on the 15th day of December, 
1908, lamented by all who knew him. 

In many respects Philip P. Allen was more than an ordinary man. H e  
early became prominent as a politician and whiie living in Gratiot county 
took a leading p a n  in establ~shing the public school system and arousing an 
interest in the cause of popular education among the people. On coming to 
this county he also took a deep interest in educational matters, besides becom- 
ing an influential factor in local politics and a leader in the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, of which he was a member until a short time before his death, 
when he united with the Seventh-day Adventists. In all of his dealings 
he was the soul of honor and his memory will long be cherished as one of the 
leading citizens of his day in the several communities where he resided. 

When an infant, George H. Allen was taken to Gratiot county by his 
parents and there grew to manhood and received his education. At the age 
of twenty-one years he went to Muskegon and. after ~vorking seven years in 
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the mills of that city, came to Isabella county, and in partnership with his 
brother bought forty acres of land in Coldwater township. H e  worked for 
some time cutting wood in this township and lumbering, and later, in July, 
1896, started a general store at the villzge of Brinton, of which he is still 
proprietor. In  his mercantile business he has been quite~successful, having a 
large and well-stocked establishment and commanding a patronage which 
from the beginning has grown steadily in magnitude until he is now one of 
the leading merchants of the county with encouraging prospects of still 
greater success in the future. Mr. Allen votes xi th the Democratic party 
and, like his father before him, manifests a lively interest in public and politi- 
cal matters and keeps abreast of the times on the leading questions and issues 
before the people. H e  served three terms as treasurer of his township, one 
term as superintendent and during the second administration of President 
Cleveland was postmaster zt Brinton. holding the position four years and 
proving a very capable and popular official. H e  has always been greatly 
interested in the cause of education, in recognition of which he was elected 
school director, which position he held, with credit to himself and to the 
satisfaction of all concerned, for a period of nine years. For a number of 
years he has been quite active in Odd Fellowship, having passed all the chairs 
in the local lodge with which he holds membership, besides representing the 
organization four times as a delegate to the grand lodge. He is also identified 
ni th the Order of Gleaners. in which he has been honored with official trusts 
from time to time and lends his influence and assistance to aii other enter- 
prises for the soc~al and mord advancement of his fellow men. As already in- 
dicated, he has met with ewouraging financial success. owning, in addition 
to his store, a number of lois in Brinton and other property elsewhere and is 
today one of the substantial, well-to-do men of the village and township. 

SYLVESTER C. HAiliMOND. 

The subject of this review was born in Clinton county, Michigan, 
December 7, 1854, and is a son of Carmi and Mary Ann (WiIlitt) Ham- 
mond, natives of Vermont and New York, respectively. Carmi Hammond. 
whose birth occurred in the year 1807, grew to manhood among the ~ > e e n  
mountains of the Granite state and later came to Michigan. where he spent 
the residue of his life, dying in the year 1883. Mrs. Hammond was born in 
1814, passed her early life in her native state, and died in Michigan in 1876. 
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Sylvester C. Hammond grew up on the home farm in Essex township, Clinton 
county, attended at intervals during his minority the district schools and at  
the age of twenty came to  Isabella county and settled in Coldwater township 
on eight acres of land. In his youth and early manhood Sylvester Ham- 
mond learned carpentry and after moving to this county. he worked at  the 
trade in connection with clearing his land and cultivating the soil. For some 
years there was great demand for his services as a builder and a nuinoer of 
dwellings, barns and other edifices in his own and other to\imships still hear 
witness to his mechanical skill. 

Mr. Hammond's farm, which was originally homesteaded by his father- 
in-law, M. M. Ryerson, from whom he bought it, lies in one of the finest 
agricultural districts of Coldwater township, and the eighty acres which he 
has reduced to cultivation produces abundant crops of grain, hay, fruits and 
vegetables, such as are grovin in this part of the state. The place is enclosed 
and subdivided with good wire fencing, the buildings are modern and in es- 

cellent repair, the barn, thirty-two by forty-four feet in size, with stone 
basement. erected in 1909. being one of the best structures of the kind in the 
township. Mr. Hammond takes great interest in agriculture and his pride 
in his home indicates his contentment with his lot. Everything on the farm 
bears evidence of prosperity and it is not too much to claim for him distinctive 
prestige among the leading agriculturists of the county as well as a worthy 
place among the representative citizens of the community in which he lives. 
H e  has been honored from time to time with various local offices, including 
those of township supervisor, in which he served eight years, township treas- 
urer two terms and one term as township clerk, in all of which he performed 
his duties faithfully and well and proved a most capable and painstaking 
public servant. H e  belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
has fi!led all the chairs of the lodge which holds his membership. his wife being 
a member of the Rebekah degree and, like himself, active and influential in dis- 
seminating the principles of the order. 

Mr. Hammond was ha?$lly married on March j. 1876, to Jennie Ryerson. 
who was born October I I, 1859, being a daughter of M. M. Ryerson, the 
original owner of the home where she and her husband live. The following 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hammond : Orton C. died- February 
26; 1898, aged twenty-one years; Orville, who married Lelia Kilburn and 
lives in Berrien county, this state, where he is general manager of a large 
lumber company; Mary Bell married Ed. Gorden and lives in Coldwater 
township, her husband being a farmer by occupation; Lena, now the wife of 
Ben Gordon. lives in Califcrnia; Lillie, who married Wade Suylandt, lives 
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in the city of Saginaw; Martin died in September, 1884, aged five months; 
Bessie is the wife of Ed. Teall, a farmer of Coldwater township; Earl, whose 
wife was formerly Edna Wiley, lives with his father and helps run the home 
farm, and Maude, the youngest of the family, departed this life December 
26, 1907, aged nineteen years. Mr. Hammond and family have always com- 
manded the respect and confidence of the community and wherever known 
the name is above reproach. Interested in the development and prosperity of 
his township and county and standing for upright manhood and citizenship, 
he has wielded a wholeson~e influence for morality anlong his neighbors and 
friends and those who enjoy his acquaintance speak of him as an intelligent, 
broad-minded American who makes duty paramount to every other considera- 
tion and frequently loses sight of self in his efforts to proinote the interests 
of his fellow men. 

GEORGE HOUSE.  

The prosperous farmer and enterprising citizen whose career is briefly 
sketched in the following lines is a native of Somersetshire county. England. 
and a son of William and Sarah House, the father, a baker by trade, dying 
when the subject was quite young. the mother sunriving him until 1864. 

George House was born December 11, 1828, and at the proper age 
entered the schools of his native place and in due time acquired a liberal 
education. In his sixteenth year he entered a mercantile house at  Walton, 
Somersetshire county, where he remained for a period of eight years, during 
which tiine he developed fine business capacity and met with gratifying suc- 
cess as a salesman. On May 6, 1852, he married Sarah Adeline Petvin, who 
was born in the above county April I j, 1831. Mr. House's first marriage 
was blessed with two children. ?he older of n-hom, Joseph William, v-as born 
in England on the 8th of March, 1853. and lives in Isabella township, being 
married and engaged in agricultural pursuits; Alfred George, also a native of 
England, n a s  born January I I ,  185 j. H e  married Miss k-ager, and is one 
of the enterprising farmers 2nd esteemed citizens of the above township. 

Mr. House's wife.dying October 3, 1857, he subsequently chose a second 
companion and helpmeet in the person of Elizabeth Chancellor, to whom he 
was united in marriage on the 6th day of May, 1858. and with whom and 
with his entire family. consisting of eight children, decided that he could do 
better in the New World where land was cheaper and expenses not so high. 
H e  disposed of his interests in 1869. and in the spring of that year emigrated 
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to Canada. During the ensuing year he lived in the county of Wellington, but 
removed a t  the expiration of that time to  York county, where he resumed the 
pursuit of agriculture and met with encouraging success as a tiller of the soil. 

After a residence of five years in the latter county, Mr. House moved to  
Monroe county, Michigan, where he 'purchased two hundred and sixty-five 
acres of land, on which he lived until 1879, when he sold out and came t o  
Isabella county, investing in one hundred and sixty acres in section 4, Isabella 
township, all thickly timbered and as nature had created it. 

Mr. House a t  once addressed himself to the formidable task of improv- 
ing his land and in the course of a few years had a goodly number of acres 

' 

in cultivation and a very comfortable home established. By energetic and 
continuous toil he finally succeehed in reducing all but ten acres of his land 
to successful tillage and f0ur.d himself the possessor of one of the finest and 
most desirable farms of the township, his improvements of all kinds being 
first class and bearing evide~ce of the care with which he cultivates his fields 
and the good judgment displayed in the management of his business affairs 
In 1910 he remodeled his barn, putting in an excellent stone and cement 

. basement, and now has a commodious structure, in size forty-two by seventy- 
eight feet, and admirably adapted to the ends for which intended, while the 
present fine brick dwelling, equipped m-ith all modern conveniences. was built 
in 1903. and is considered one of the best edifices of the kind in the locality, 
being substantially constructed. neat and tasty in point of architecture and 
answering all the purposes of a comfortable home. 

Mr. House has met with success commensurate with his energy and 
labor and now, as  the evening of life comes on apace, finds himself the pos- 
sessor of a competency ample for the needs of himself and those dependent 
upon him and sufficient to insure a comfortable old age. H e  is greatly es- 
teemed by his neighbors and fellow citizens. commands the respect and con- 
fidence of all with whom he comes in contact and his life has been such that 
he now iooks back over the past and perceives little :ha: !IS cm!d wish 
changed. H e  is a Republican in poiitics, a Baptist in reiigian, as are also his 
wife and children, all being active church workers. and deeply interested in 
the propagation of the Gospel both at home and in lands which have not yet 
received its light. 

The subject's present wife was born January 29, 1836, in the same 
village where he was reared, being a daughter of William and Mary Chancel- 
lor, both natives of England. in the soil of which their bodies now rest. Ten 
children have resulted from the second marriage, namely: Alexander J. G., 
of Tsabella township, born May 15. 1859. in England, married Miss Arm- 
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strong, and by occupation is a tiller of the soil; Mrs. Sarah J. Wallace, also 
of English birth, first saw the light of day on December 28. 1860, and lives 
in the township of Isabella, where her husband is engaged in agriculture; 
James G., born in England August 12, 1862, married Edna Wilder and lives 
in Union township; Henry George, whose birth occurred in the old country 
on the 8th day of June, 1864, married Mary Ellen Jasmin. of Isabella town- 
ship; Ferdinand G., also a resident of the above township, was born in Eng- 
land May 6, 1866, and is a married man, his wife having formerly been 
Henrietta Rluma, of this county; Mary C.. the last of the children born in 
England, dates her birth from February 29, 1868. and is now the wife of 
George Savage, of Isabella township; Eustace C. was born June 9, 1869, in 
Canada, married Edith Maybe, of Isabella county, and is one of Isabella 
township's enterprising farmers; Elizabeth M., whose birth occurred in Cana- 
da February 7, 1872, is the wife o i  iVi!!iam Teeter, of Isabella county: Emily 
A.. now Mrs. Emily A. Archer, and a resident of the above ton-nship. \\-as 
born in Canada April 7, 1874; George, the youngest of the family. Tsas born 
in Xonroe county, Michigan. July 6. 1876: he married Rose Sophia Schug 
and lives on the home farm. 

Emmet A. Murphy. dealer in produce and member of the firm of Murphy 
& Mulvey, Shepherd, is a netive of Wli2shtenaw county, Michigan. where his 
birth occurred on May 22. 1861. He \!-as reared to agricultural pursuits in 
Dexter township. of the above county. and grevc up xi th the conviction that 
man should earn his bread t y  the sweat of his face and that willful idleness 
is not far removed from crime. On arriving at an age when young men are 
presunlecl to lap p!ans f ~ r  their future, he engaged in the livery business at  
Pinckney. iivingston co~iilt~.. this state, nr?d ~ f t e r  ~penrling two years in that 
town disposed of his interests and came to Shepherd. where he again em- 
barked in the livery business, though upon a much larger scale than formerly. 
Purchasing a commodious b2m, which he enlarged and greatly improved. and 
keeping from six to eight excellent roadsters and the best type of modern 
vehicles, he was soon in the enjoyment of a lucrative patronage and from the 
beginning the business prospered and fully realized his highest expectations, 
as was indicated by the constant demand for accommodations 11)- the traveling 
public as well as by pleasure seekers of the town and vicinity. 
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Mr. Murphy continued the livery business for a period of sixteen years. 
during which time his establishment became one of the best known and most 
popular of the kind in the county, and he never suffered from a lack of 
patronage nor failed to  command the esteem and confidence of the public. 
At the expiration of the time indicated, he sold his livery barn and stock and 
shortly thereafter effected a copartnership with Lewis H. Mulvey in the 

business, which the firm thus constituted still carries on, the enterprise, 
under their joint management, having grown rapidly in volume and import- 
ance until their establishment at Shepherd is among the largest and most suc- 
cessful of the kind in the county, the patronage taking a wide range and earn- 
ing for the proprietors much more than local repute in commercial circles. 

Mr. Murphy is careful and meth~dical in all of his undertakings, jddi- 
cious as a business man and eminently honorable in his dealings. By fair and 
considerate treatment he has gained a large number of well-paying customers 
and, k i n g  familiar with every detail of the trade. his efforts have redounded 
greatly to his success and he is now on the high road to fortune and financial 
independence. H e  not only commands the respect of the public in the line 
of his calling, but socially stands high in popular favor, being a gentleman of 
pleasing personality. agreeable in his manners and a favorite in the social cir- 
cle in which he moves. 

Mr. Murphy served six years as alderman of Shepherd. during which 
time he took a leading part in the deliberations o i  the town board and was 
instrumental in bringing about much important municipal legislation. H e  is 
an unswerving supporter of the Democratic party and as a politician he has 
made his influence felt in a number of campaigns, both local and general, k i n g  
a judicious adviser in party councils. an untiring worker in the ranks and his 
activity in conventions has had much to do in making platforms and formu- 
lating policies. His fraternal relations are represented by the Royal Guards 
in the local lodge of which at Shepherd he has been a leading spirit. and in 
matters religious the Catholic cllurcli holds his creed. Xi-. Xi.:urplly was born 
and reared under the iniiutnce oi rile mother cilurch a16 has aiviays been 
true to the same. being one of its loyal and dutiful sons. ready at all times to 
lose sight of self in his efforts to promote its advancement, and no reasonable 
sacrifice is too great for'him to make if thereby he can arouse an interest in 
sacred things among his fellow men. The church at Shepherd, with which 
he is now identified, was organized in 1908 mainly through his labors and 
influence and since then he has been untiring in his efforts to make the enter- 
prise a success, which laudable endeavor has already been crowned with 
splendid and abundant results. Shortly after the organization became a cer- 
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tainty, he inaugurated a movement for a house of worship and not being able 
to build one to  their liking, the parish, under his leadership, purchased the 
edifice formerly used by the Baptists, which in due time 11-as moved to its 
present site on lots procured for the purpose and, being remodeled and beauti- 
fied. it now answers well the object of a temple in which the pious. Catholics 
of the town and vicinity can meet and worship the Most High. The parish 
at  this time numbers something in excess of thirty-five families, public ser- 
vices being conducted regularly by priests sent here from other places. Mr. 
Murphy deserves great credit for his earnest efforts and unselfish devotion to 
the church of his fathers and the parishioners repose implicit confidence in his 
ability to direct, and control the various interests of the organization. 

Mr. Murphy and Miss Nellie Fanning were united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony according to the rite of the church xhich both love, the union 
being blessed with five children, namely: Cecil T., Mildred, Joseph. Alphinsus 
and Mary J.. all living and a t  home except Cecil. who died at the early age of 
thirteen years. 

Alfred B. IVarwick. proprietor of the oldest and most estensire harness 
business in Isal~e!la county and for some years one of the leading citizens of 
R4t. Pleasant, is a native of McComb county. Nichigail, n-here he n-as born 
in the year 1Sj5. H e  spent his early life and received his educational training 
near the place of his birth and remained in his native county until 1880, when 
he went to the county of Lapeer. Although reared on a farm. he did ilot 
take kindly to agriculture, accordingly when a young man he learned the har- 
ness trade and worked at  the same for some time in his own county and from 
1880 to 1883. inclusive, was in the employ of, Stock & Bolton, at Inlay City 
in the county of Lapeer. In  the latter year he went \Vest, where he remained 
~~r?t;! r P 8 g .  when he returned to Dryden and started in business for himself. 
beginning with a capital of one hundred and sixtyfive dollars and closing out 
ten years later with twenty-two hundred dollars in his possession. 

In 1895 Mr. Warwick came to Mt. Pleasant and purchased the harness 
shop formerly operated by Tom Barber. of xvhich he has since been proprietor. 
In  the meantime he has greatly enlarged the establishment to meet the de- 
mands of the trade and now has a very extensire and lucrative business, the 
largest and most successful of the kind not only in the county, but in the cen- 
tral p r t  of the state. In  addition to manufacturing all kinds of harness for 
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the general trade, his stock also includes whips, brushes, trunks, suit cases, 
etc., in fact, nearly everything in thk way of leather goods and hardware such 
as the business demands. As already stated, his establishment on Broadway 
is one of the best known dlaces in the city, the business averaging considerably 
in excess of eight thousand dollars per year and growing steadily in ma&itude- 
and importance. Mr. Warv;ick is an accomplished workman, a master of his 
vocation, and he also possesses business ability of a high order, as his rapid 
advancement and gratifying success abundantly indicate. In addition to his 
shop and other city real estate, he owns twenty a c x s  of fine land tn-o miles 
east of the town, on which he has made a number of iinprovements. The  shop 
which he now occupies was erected in 1901 and is admirably adapted to the 
purposes for which designed, being twenty-two by ninety feet 'in dimensions, 
two stories high with a large basement and equipped throughou? with im- . 

provements calcuiated to iacilitate every department of the business. 
Mr. Warwick is a Democrat and a wheeI horse of his party in Isabella 

county. He was tyice nominated for office in the county of Lapeer and se- 
cured more votes than. any other Democratic candidate on the ticket both 
times he ran, but the party being in the minority, he suffered defeat with the 
rest of the ticket. Before moving to Mt. Pleasant he served two years on the 
village board of Dryden. seyeral years as township clerk and for some time as 

.. treasurer of his township, in all of which offices he acquitted himself with 
credit aild to the satisfaction of the public. H e  was married in Lapeer comty 
in the year 1887 to Editha Anderson, of Almont, Michigan, the union being 
without issue. 

s SOLOMON G. LEONARD. 

This old and highly esteemed resident of Coe township dates his citizen- 
ship in Michigan from 1 % ~ .  H e  was born in Greene county. Pennsylvania. 
Fphrxiry j, 1834. b e k g  a son of Rev. \Yi!!iam and Sarah (Gnthrie) Txnnard. 
both natives of the Keystone state, where their births occurred in 1812 and 
1815, respectively. These parents were married in Pennsylvania and re- 
mained there until 186j, when Mr. Leonard moved to Michigan for the pur- 
pose of securing land for his children, his family at the time being quite large 
and land in his native state coihmanding a higher price than he could well pay. 
After looking over the country for a favorable location. he finally purchased 
four hundred and eighty acres, a part of which was cleared, the rest being 
as nature had created it. I11 due season the land was divided among his chil- 
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dren. affording each a home. and he also gave some attention to agricultural 
pursuits, although devoting the greater part of his time to preaching the 
Gospel. 

Williain Leonard was. a minister of the Disciple church and preached for 
a number of years throughoxt Isabella and other counties of central Michigan, 
traveling over a large area of country in the pursuit of his holy calling and 
planting congregations in a number of places. H e  was a man of noble pur- 
poses and high ideals, as well as an able and popular preacher, and his labors 
proved very effective in checking many of the prevalent erils of the times. 
After a busy and useful life. devoted to the welfare of his fellow men, he was 
called to his reward in 1876, his wife dying twenty-two years later, in 1898. 
The family-of William and Sarah Leonard consisted of the following chil- 
dren : Solomon G., of this review; Elizabeth: -4rcbibald; Martha, widow of 
A. Fordyce ; John and \17illiam -4., only two of whom, Mrs. Fordyce and the 
subject of this sketch, survive. 

Solomon G. Leonard grew to maturity in his native state and was 
reared to agricultural pursuits. In connection u-ith tilling the soil, he also 
learned carpentry, which trade he followed for some time in Pennsylvania 
and after coming to Michigan in 186j  his skill as a builder was in great de- 
mand throughout various parts of Isabella county. H e  helped cleaf and im- 
prove the farm in Coe township on which his father lived and later devoted .- 

his time to his trade until engaging in merchandising at Coe postoffice, where 
he has been selling goods for a period of eighteen years and doing a profitable 
business. 

Mr. Leonard has been quite active in the affairs of his township and at 
intervals has filled various local offices, one of which, that of justice of the 
peace. he served for a period of thirty-two years and still holds the same, 
besides being a member of the township board and for eighteen years a notary 
public. In religious matters he has long been quite active and prominent, the 
Bible alone representing his creed and the Disciple church holding his mem- 
hership. For a number of years he has been a leader of the local congrega- 
tion at Pleasant Ridge which his father reorganized soon after moving to 
this county and from time to time has served the society as elder, deacon 
and clerk. besides looking after the interest of the Sunday school and doing 
much to promote the welfare of neighboring churches. At one time he was 
an Odd Feilow and helped organize lodges at  st: Louis and Shepherd, in the 
latter of which he passed all the chairs, also served as district grand master, 
but of recent years he has not been very regular in his attendance upon the 
ineetings of the society to  which he belongs 
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Mr. Leonard married. in Pennsylvania, Mary Wood, who was born in 
Greene county, that state, or! the 1st of March, 1837. She departed this life 
in the year 1896, after bearing her husband the following children: William, 
who lives in Frankfort. Michigan; Horace, a resident of Coe township; 
Perry, who resides in Coe and who, like the preceding, is by occupation a 
farmer; Almond, who is engaged in the p ~ ~ r s u i t  of agriculture, lives in Isabella 
county, as do also Thomas. David and Alice, now Mrs. Hart :  John is a resi- 
dent of Gratiot county. this state. and Sara, the youngest of the famliy. n-ho 
married a Mr. Norton, lives in Coe township: Adelia. the ninth in order of 
birth, is deceased. 

-- 

LEWIS D. COLE. 

A truly noble man but fulfills the plan of the Creator. The life of man 
describes a circle: the cycfes of existence of different lives form concentric 
circles, for some are given but a few decades in which to  complete their ap- 
pointed work, while the spar? of others varies to the allotted three score and 
ten. But how true and comforting that life is measured, no t  by years alone, 
but rather by a purpose achieved, by noble deeds accredited to it. How often 
are we confronted when an esteemed friend and co-worker answers the final 
summons. with the question. " K h y  must he go when there yet remains so 
much for him to do, when he can so illy be spared?" But the grim messenger 
heeds not, apd we are left to mourn and accept submissirely. Such thoughts 
arise when \ye contemplate the busy. useful and highly con~menclable career of 
the late Lewis D. Cole. of Mt. Pleasant. Isabella county. a contractor of state- 
wide reputation and a high-minded and prominent citizen, whose tragic and 
untimely death removed one of the most useful men of the community, and 
the many spontaneous and beautiful tributes to his high standing in industrial, 
sociai and civic circles as a man and ckizeii attest the abiding p!acc hc had iz 
the hearts and affections o i  a wide circie of friwds and accjuail:tanws. 

Mr. Cole was born on December 2;. 1857. in Lincoln township. Isabella 
county. H e  was the scion of an excellent old family, being the son of IV. IV. 
and Katie Cole. the father born in the state of New York. of Yankee stock, 
and the mother was of Scotch and English descent. They grew to maturity 
in the East and were married in Indiana. They emigrated to Xichigan and 
were among the r e i j  early settlers in Isabella county and they were prominent 
here in the early affairs of the community. They are now living on a very 
desirable and well improt-ed farm a t  Crawford. Lincoln township, this county. 



LEWIS D. COLE 
A W D  SON REDEL. L 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 497 

His boyhood was spent on the home farm which he worked during the summer 
months, attending the common schools in the wiwtertime. From the trade of 
mason, which he learned early and which he followed many years, his native 
ability and skill carried him into the contracting business. H e  worked a t  his 
trade first by the day, later by the job, contracting jobs in all parts of the state, 
and as a contractor he stood second to none, his work always giving the utmost 
satisfaction. H e  has built large public buildings all over the state, notably 
at  the Soo, Owosso and Mt. Pleasant, erected many of the buildings at  the 
Indian school, built the gymnasium, training school and heating plant, besides 
other buildings, and he repaired the normal school buildings, built the Carnegie 
Library at Soo, also the high school and an addition to the court house there, 
and built the high school a t  Owosso and also at Ovid, Michigan, besides many 
other important buildings at  various points. His own modern. attractive and 
commodious residence or, Normal avenue, Mt. Pleasant, testifies to the high 
quality of his own mechanical skill, for a large part of it was built by himself. 
H e  left a large number of unfinished contracts in 1910, among the most impor- 
tant of n-hich were the Training School and the chicory plant at  Mt. Pleasant. 
which were finished by his brother and son. 

When twenty-one years of age, Mr. Cole was married to  Alice M. Stell, 
a lady of culture and the representative of an excellent old family, being the 
daughter of Jacob and Sarah Stell, natives of Germany and England, re- 
spectiveiy. She \\as born in Hilisdale county, Michigan. February ig, 1S68, 
and when seven years of age she accompanied her parents to  Shepherd and 
lived there until her marriage. Her father is deceased and the mother lives 
on the old homestead. Mr. and Mrs. Cole were married on March 2 ,  1889, 
and this union has been graced by the birth of t&se children: Leo Ray, born 
September 2 ,  1891, is living at  home; Jesse LyiYas born April 26, 1894; Lyle 
S. was born February 8 ,  1896; Reuel Gerald was born August 7, 1909. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Cole lived in Shepherd, where all the 
chi!?,:er, bnt one \:-ere borr,. They mwed to Mt. Plezsznt ir, RlzrcE, 1995, ax! 
Yi. Cole here bid; the Seau;ii.d home men:ioiicd abovc. It has c7;cr>- ximodexi 
convenience. is elegantly furnished and neatly kept and the lawn is a thing of 
beauty. After coming to this city, Mr. Cole continued contracting, becoming 
one of the best known and most popular of the city's business men. His 
several years of residence here has indebted the community to him for his busi- 
ness enterprise and official worth when he served the second ward as aIderman. 
Many large buildings stand as a monument to his honesty and skill as a con- 
tractor. In the prime of life the city lost one of its best citizens and ablest 
contractors and his loss was keenly felt in business and social circles. H e  

(32)  



met death by accident while driving his automobile on July 2j,  1910, on the , 

road near Alma, Michigan, his lifeless body being found in the early morning 
beside his overturned and partly wrecked auto, which, it is believed, had be- 
come unmanageable and, in overturning. crushed out his life instantly. H e  
had started to Croswell, where he had a new building under may. 

Mr. Cole n a s  a very successful business man and had accumulated a very 
comfortable competency. owning considerable property in Mt. Pleasant and 
he was a director in the Isabella County State Bank. He formerly orlned an 
excellent eighty-acre farm in Lincoln township, which he sold in 1910. H e  
was a man of ambition and a hustler. 

Fraternally Mr. Cole was a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, 
the Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being past 
grand master of the latter, all of Mt. Pleasant. H e  was quite prominent in 
these orders, taking an active part in them. Mr. Cole   as formerly a mem- 
ber of the Rebekahs. 

Personally. Mr. Cole was interested in the general development of Isabella 
county and was a h  ays ready to do his full share in supporting and furthering 
any laudable movement looking to the general good. H e  was charitable, kind, 
genteel. and because of his known honest and straightforward methods of 
business, he easily won and retained the confidence and good d l  of all who 
knew him. 

THO'MAS MILLS. 

One of the onners of valuable and extensive farming interests in Gil- 
more township. Isabella county. is Thomas Mills. His splendid property has 
been acquired through his on11 efforts, his persistency of purpose and his de- 
termination. and the prosperity which is the legitimate reward of all earnest 
effort is today his. H e  is a man who believes that the things worth whiie in 
life must be fought for. that noth~ng of much consequence comes to the mac- 
tive and the castle builder, his slogan having always been. "Keep busy and be 
honest." 

Mr. Mills was born in Oxford county, Ontario. September 10. 1863, 
and is the son of James and Ann Mills. The father. who was a native of 
Canada, died when his son Thomas was two years old; the mother was born 
in Oxford county, Ontario, Canada, in 1840, and is now living in Ionia 
county, Michigan. These parents were married in Oxford county and be- 
came the parents of these children: Will; Jennie died in 1886: Thomas, of 



this review. Mr. and Mrs. James Mills lived in Canada until the father's 
death. then the mother came to Ionia county, Michigan, married a second time, 
and her last husband is also deceased. She experienced many hardships after 
the death of her first husba~d.  supporting her children by taking in washing 
and working out, but, being a woman of rare courage and stability, she suc- 
ceeded in rearing her family in respectability. Thomas was about seven years 
of age when she brought him to Ionia county, \vhere the father had purchased 
a farm, and there the subject received a limited education. He assisted his 
step-father clear the fai-111, working there until he \<-as thirteen years of age, 
then worked out, receiving seven dollars per month. His brother, I\-110 left 
home with him, received eight dollars per month. For tu-o years he hired 
out in the summer and attended school in the winter, doing chores for his 
board on a farm. H e  then returned to Canada and worked on a farm for his 
uncle until he was seventeen years old. receiving ten dollars per month and 
board. Having h e ~ r d  thzt conditions were good in Isabella county, he came 
here by way of Detroit and Reed City. H e  had a short time previously 
\vorked three weeks. braking on a railroad at  London, Canada. H e  had 
about seventy-five dollars when he reached this county. He remained at the 
home of his uncle in Gilmore township until he could find suitable employ- 
ment. H e  worked in the woods at intervals for nine years; then he and 
his brother took up eighty acres of land, for which they paid the sum of 
eight hundred dollars, on the insrallmenr plan. The piace was divided into 
forty acres each. Thomas finally buying his brother's interest. Upon moving 
to the farm his sister kept house for him for three years or  until her death in 
1885. This place was heavily timbered with the exception of a few acres, 
and there \\-as not a building on it. He erected some meager shanties, includ- 
ing a stable just large enough to hold a yoke of osen and a con-. the hay 
being kept outside. The csunti?; roundabout \\-as wild and deer \\-ere fre- 
quently seen near the house. 

T T 7 ,  rv nen twenty-seven years old, iii i S g ~ ,  X r .  Xills -&-as iiiari-ied to Eliza- 
beth ii:iigilt, for whom he went to Cauada. a id  tilere tile>- nere illarried on 
January 9th of the year mentioned. after which they came to Isabella county 
to reside. Mrs. Mills. who is the daughter of David and Rachael Wright, 
was born in Oxford county, Ontario, on a farm, May 14, 1864. Mr. Mills 
set to work with a will and gradually brought his land under cultivation. and 
in due course of time had a very comfortable home and a good farm, al- 
though not until he had passed through much trying experience. H e  is now 
the owner of one hundred and twenty acres, his other forty being in section 
27, Gilmore township. which he uses for pasture. through which a creek flows, 
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and this is excellent land. He has kept his eighty acres under cultivation, rais- 
ing abundant crops. H e  deserves great credit for what he has accomplished 
as a farmer and for the hard work he has done in developing a place from the 
wilds until it ranks with the best farms in the township. H e  has built three 
different barns on his place, the last one being one of the largest and best in 
the neighborhood, and aiso built several large sheds. The first log house he 
built was burned, this being replaced mith a better dwelhng, in which he lived 
until 1903, then moved to his present place, a very substantial. convenient and 
attractive bullding. finished in red oak. a very desirable grade of wood for this 
purpose. H e  has a good cellar, basement, windmill, circular-roofed barn-in 
fact, everything about his place indicates that a gentleman of excellent taste 
and good judgment has its management in hand. H e  has prospered by reason 
of hard work and good management and has laid by a fair competence for 
his declining years. Mr. Mills is preparing to rent his farm and take life 
easier, since he is evidently entitled to a little respite, owing to  his former 
years of hard work. The last few years have brought prosperity to him H e  
has lived to see a vast chazge in this country, for nhen he first came here 
there were no roads. only Indian trails, and he helped chop out the first road 
through this ricinity. He h2s taken much interest in the general development 
of the locality and has done his full s h a ~ e  in this line. Politically, he is a 
Republican, but !?as iie\-er heen an asprant  for office. He is a member of the 
Disciple church in Gilmore. Having lived here so long. he is well and favor- 
ably known throughout the county. H e  has belonged to the Grange for 
eleven years and has taken a very active part in the local lodge. Mr. and Mrs 
Mills have no children. They are both popular and influential in the neigh- 
borhood and ha\ e a host of warm personal friends. 

REV. A. P. XwDOKALD. 

The writer of biography, dealing with the personal history of mer. en- 
gaged in the various affairs of everyday life, occasionally finds a subject whose 
record commands exceptional interest and admiration and especially is this 
true when he has achieved more than ordinary success or made his influence 
felt as a leader of thought and a benefactor of his kind. The Rev. A. P. Mac- 
Donald, now engaged as a farmer and stock raiser in Wise township, where 
he maintains one of the "show places" of Isabella county. is eminently of that 
class who earn the indisputable right to  rank in the ran  of the army of pro- 
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gressive men and by reason of a long and strenuous career devoted to the 
good of his fellows he occupies a position of wide influence and has made a 
name which will long live in t h i  hearts and affections of the people, having 
been engaged in the work of the ministry ior  many years. 

Rev. Mr. MacDonald was born in Colborne. Northumberland county, 
Ontario, in 185 7. H e  is the son of James G. and Catherine (Morrison) Mac- 
Donald, both born in Canada. The paternal grandfather was a Scotchman. 
The subject grew to maturity in Canada and mas reared on a farm until he 
began to  prepare himself for a wider and greater sphere of influence. For 
eight years he was successfully engaged in general blacksmithing and carriage 
making, disposing of this business in 187,~ for the purpose of entering school 
for the preparation of the Gospel ministry. He came to Port Huron, Michi- 
gan, in 1881, where he remained some two years. supplying the First Baptist 
church of Grockway and Colunibus while further preparing himself for his 
future work, and was ordained December I, 1881, in Columbus, St. Clair 
county, Michigan. H e  became pastor of the First Baptist church of Lyons, 
Ionia county. in 1883. L.eaving there. he moved to Mt. Pleasant in 1886 and 
was for four years pastor or' the First Baptist church there. During this 
pastorate he organized sex-en other Baptist churches and built five houses of 
iVorship and the membership at  Mt. Pleasant increased from sixteen to one 
hundred and fifty during the four years. H e  resigned to accept the district sec- 

. . 
retzryship of the Baptist state m~ssio:?s. and he cmtinued in that K Q T ~  with 
much credit to himself and to the satisfaction of all concerned for a period of 
thirteen years. Resigning that position to take charge of the chapel car "Herald 
of Hope" for the American Baptist Publication Society. of Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania, was manager of the same for five pears and seven months, 
making a great success of the enterprise. While secretary his district covered 
the north half of the state of Michigan. H e  was a very assiduous worker 
and carried to a successful issue whatever he undertook. -4s a pastor he built 
up the congregation he serred. greatly strengthening the various charges en- 
tn.~.ted to him. and a? an eyounder nf the doctrines of the Kazarene he was 
earnest, learned and often truly eloquent. and, being a man of humanitarian 
impulses. he was faithful in his attentions to those in need in his congregation, 
thus xvinning the esteem and love of all who knew him. 

But such ardent zeal and persistent endeavor began to undermine his 
health and he was compelled to give up his 11-ork, and he retired to his 
present farm of one hundred and sisty acres in section 21. Wise township. 
Isabella county. in June. 190;. Since then he has carried on general farming 
very successfully. but he is gradually transforming his place into a stock 
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farm. H e  raises an excellent grade of stock, registered Berkshire hogs, 
mixed cattle, inclining to  the Hereford breed, and at present has a fine regis- 
tered bdl .  H e  has laid four hundred rods of tile and has his place well 
fenced, with four miles of mire. H e  has made many substantial improve- 
ments on his place. removed his barn, cleared fifty acres, now having one 
hundred acres under cultivation. H e  has placed a large basement under his 
barn, and. in fact. has made all necessary improvements to  make a valuable 
and desirable farm. H e  is a member of the Wise Farmers' Club. 

Rev. MacDonald was married May 4, 1 s 8 2 ,  to Bertha Pearce. who was 
born in Columbus, St. Clair county. Michigan. She is a \voman of many 
estimable traits of character and has been of great assistance to her husband 
in his various lines of endeavor. 

The subject assisted in the organization and establishment o i  the Central 
State Normal, before the state owned it. Politically, he is a Republican. He 
still preaches at intervals, b ~ t  has no regular work, devoting his attention to 
his farming and stock raising. 

The following children have been born to Rev. MacDonald and wife: 
Clarence P.. ~ v h o  ~7;ill graduate from the dental department of the State 
University at Ann Arbor in 1911, is a member of the Delta Sigma fraternity; 
Grace. who married Dr. W. H. \Vismer. lives in Grand Rapids: she is highly 
educated. having graduated from the high school and normal at  Mt. Pleasant 
and also irom the Conservatory of Music at Detroit; Ralph H., who graduated 
from the Mt. Pleasant high school in 1909. is living a t  home and is carrier 
on a free rural delivery route: Yorris B. is living at home. 

CHARLES CODDISGTOS. 

The subject of this sketch is a native of Michigan. hax-ing been born in 
St. Joseph county. in the year 1842 .  He spent the boyhood years oi  his liie 
near the place of his birth. attended, as opportunity afforded. the public 
schools and grew up strong, vigorous and well fitted for the future and the 
duties and responsibilities which he subsequently encountered. In August, 
1861. when nineteen years of age. he enlisted in Company A. Eleventh Michi- 
gan Infantry. 11-ith ~vhich he served three years and one month. during \vhich 
time he rose by successive promotions to the rank of captain and participated 
in a number of noted campaigns and battles. The Eleventh Regiment was in 
the Fourteenth -Arm\; Co.rps. Army of the Cumberland. and experienced much 
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hard service. including the battle of Stone River, the various engagements 
around Atlanta and other fighting elsewhere, in all of which the subject 
receix-ed only a slight scalp wound and was not absent a day from duty. At 
the expiration of his period of enlistment, September 30, 1864, he n-as hon- 
orably discharged and, returning to Michigan immediately thereafter, bought 
eighty acres of land in Kalamazoo county, which he at once proceeded to 
clear and improve. 

Mr. Coddington labored hard but effectively on this land and in due time 
had the greater part under cultivation and substantial buildings erected. After 
living on the farm until 1868. he sold out and moved to Washington county. 
Kansas. where he purchased a .half section of land which he afterwards in- 
creased by an additional hundred acres and on which he lived until 1876. 
After the death of his wife in that year, he returned to his native state and 
during the ensuing two years farmed in St. Joseph county. Having been 
elected sheriff of that county, he discontinued agricultural pursuits at  the 
expiration of the period indicated to  attend to the duties cf his office which 
he held one term with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the public. 
On quitting the shrievalty he again sold out and went to Colorado, where he 
engaged in mining. a venture which did not prove a success. as he had antic- 
ipated. During the two years which he devoted to mining, he not only failed 
to realize a fortune. but. on the contrary, lost all he possessed. so that 11-her, 
he returned to Michigan he n-as obliged to begin at  the bottom of the ladder 
and make his way by slou- degrees. From the time of his return from the 
\f7est until 1890 he sold goods on the road, but in the latter year resigned his 
position and bought forty acres of land in Union ton-nship. Isabella county, 
which he improved and on which he continued to reside during the eight years 
ensuing. Disposing of his farm at the end of that time. he entered the go\-- 
ernment mail service as  a rural route carrier. with central office at Aft. Pleas- 
ant. a position which he still holds. 

Mr. Coddington oxvns a home in the above city and, notn-it'hstanding his 
reverses. is in co~nfortable circumstances. H e  is a well read and 1,-idely in- 
formed man, familiar 11-ith the leading questions of the day and in touch with 
the times on all matters of general interest. His first wife, to whom allusion 
has already been made, was Lucy Dunfee. whom he married in St. Joseph 
county and I\-ho departed this life in Kansas in the year 1876. Tu-o years 
after that date he entered the marriage relation ~vith -Addie JYatkins, and in 
1890 Jlrs. Carrie (.qtkins) Kyer became his n-ife. By his first wife there 
were three children, namely: Bertha. rvho married a Mr. Lee and lives in 
Bangor. Michigan: Cora. wife of \?'ells G. Brown. of Lansing, and Lydia, 
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who is single and lives a t  home. There were two children by the second 
marriage : Harry, a plumber of Mt. Pleasant, whose wife was formerly Alma 
Wright, and Kate, now Mrs. Harry Hewitt, of Lansing. the last union being 
without issue. 

The following is a brief outline of Mrs. Coddington's family history. Her  
father, George Atkins, whose birth occurred in Nottingham, England, May 
16 ,  1820, was by trade a lace designer and maker. H e  came t o  the United 
States in the spring of 1847 and spent the seven years following on a farm 
in New York, working the greater part of that time near Sackett's Harbor for 
monthly wages. H e  cultivated a farm for one year on the shares and then 
bought twenty-four acres of land on which he lived until 1855, when he sold 
out and moved to Michigan. On coming to this state he purchased eighty- 
$even and one-half acres of land in Union township. Isabella county, and later 
bought an additional eighty acres in Lincoln township, and in due time became 

' 

quite well to do. During his'early experience in Coe township, Mr. -4tkins 
made in one spring eight hundred pounds of maple sugar on the family cc2k 
stove. Two of his neighbors having made considerable sugar also, the three 
loaded a boat with the sweet cargo and started down the Saginaw river to 
market. They had not proceeded far on the way until the boat struck a snag 
and capsized and the cargo sank, to be dissolved by the waves, causing a very 
heavy loss. as the men were depending upon it for food for their families and 
various other articles, it being their only source of income at  the time. 

As already stated, Mr. Atkins was a lace maker and designer. his father 
having been the proprietor of large lace factories in Nottingham. England. 
H e  came to America primarily for his health, but. being pleased lvith the 
country. decided to  remain and seek his fortune on this side of the -Atlantic. 
H e  n-as married in his native country in May, 1843, to Sophia Hodsin. daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Sarah (Wallace) Eodsin. Wrs. Atkins \vas born bIarch 
18, 1818, and bore her husband the following children: Joseph, IVilliam. 
Sarah, Carrie, wife of Mr. Coddington; Susan, George and an iniant that 
died unnamed. ali but Mrs. Coddington being deceased. Tile oidest chiici was 
born before the family left England, the next three in New York. and the last 
two in Isabella county. 

Mr. Atkins was one of the first settlers of Isabella county and experienced 
all the hardships and vicissitudes of life during the pioneer period. In 186j  
he bought another eighty acres of land in Lincoln township, and at  that time 
he was one of the largest oxvners of real estate in the county, also one of the 
most influential citizens. He served two years as justice of the peace, three 
years as postmaster, nine successive years as tax collector, besides filling every 
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other local office xithin the gift of the public. H e  early became one o i  the 
Republican leaders in Isabella county, and until his death. took an active part 
in public and political affairs. H e  was made an Odd Fellow in his native 
country and was largely instrumental in establishing several lodges of the 
order in Isabella county in an early day. H e  died in Mt. Pleasant in the year 
1906. 

The well-known business man of whom the biographer writes in this 
connection has achieved distinctive success in the differeat spheres of effort to 
which his talents have been devoted. and as a citizen, interested in all that 
concerns the advancement of his county and the development o i  its resources, 
he occupies a deservedly conspicuous place in the esteem and confidence o i  the 
pubiic. Winfield S. McMillen is a native of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, 
and a son of James and Sarah J. McMillen, both born in that co~inty, the 
father in 1827. the mother in the year 183j. About the year 1863 they moved 
to Lucas county, Iowa, and aiter a residence of thirteen years in that state. 
came to Isabella county. Michigan. and settled on a farm of eighty acres in 
Vernon township, where they both spent the remainder oi  their lives. Mr. 
Mc;lIil:en departing this liic in 1930 and his x i i e  in 19oj. 

Winfield S. McMillen was born in the year ~Sjj and was eight years 
old when his parents migrated to Iowa. During the thirteen years spent in 
that state he wcrked on the iarm as soon as old enough ior his services to 
Ee utilized, attended the district schools and prored a pr or thy and efficient 
assistant to his father as long as the family remained in the West. In 1876 
he accompanied his parents upon their removal to Michigan. and the same 
year bought eighty acres of land in section 36, Vernon township. thirty acres 
of ~vhich he c!eared and improved, and later purchased a similar tract in sec- 
4.-- ,;,,, ;c af the s 2 x e  ccxxtr ax! tm-x&ip. the greater part ef I\-hl'ch he 1-e- 

duced to cultivation. In the meantime, 1883. he disposed of his original pur- 
chase and during the several years ensuing devoted his attention to the im- 
provement and cultivation of his land in section jo, which in due time, under 
his effective labors and judicious management. became one of the finest farms 
and among the most beautiful and desirable rural homes in the township. The 
place is nearly all fenced with mire and well drained and the buildings, in- 
cluding a large and well-appointed barn and a fine modern residence, are sub- 
stantially constructed and in excellent repair. 
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In ~ S g g  Mr. McMillen turned his land over to the other hands and oc- 
cupied the position of fqreman of the Carnegie docks at Conneaut, Ohio, but 
after three pears in that capacity returned to the farm, removing thence to 
Mt. Pleasant a short time afterward. In  1904 he engaged in the coal busi- 
ness, which he still carries on and to which after three years he added a full 
line of general groceries, feed, etc., and now has the largest establishment of 
the kind in the city, his coal business alone amounting to more than ten thou- 
sand dollars per year. H e  has been equally successful in his other lines. at  
the present time commands a very extensive and lucrative patronage. and oc- 
cupies a conspicuous place among the leading business men of his city and 
county besides being widely known in con~mercial circles throughout the 
state. Mr. McMillen h s  not been unmindful of his duties as a citizen nor 
lacking in interest concerning the general good of the community. H e  served 
one year as highway commissio~ler of Vernon township. three years as treas- 
urer of the school district and three years as moderator of the school district, 
and since moving to Mt. Pleasant he has represented the first ward in the city 
council for two years. A Democrat in politics and in thorough accord with 
his party on the leading questions of the times. he can hardly be called a poli- 
tician, neither does he entertain ambition for public preferment o r  leadership. 
H e  is essentially a business man and as such makes his influence felt in the 
circles in which he operates: he has been prosp,erous as a farmer also and is 
today one of the financially solid men of Isabella county, his intereszs in both 
city and country being large and important and placing him in independent 
circumstances. Fraternally, he belongs to Lodge No. 21 7. Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. in Mt. Pleasant and holds membership \\-it11 the Court of 
Honor, as does his \I-ife also. 

In the year 1883 Mr. Vcillillen and Mary E. Phillips, of \ \ 'ape county, 
Michigan, n:ere made husband and wife, the latter being a daughter of Sicho- 
las J. 2nd Cynthia J. Phillips. the father born in Englrtnd in 1835. the mother 
in New York in tine year 1844. T'nese parents were married iil Sei-i York stztc 
and in an early day inoveci to \ \ -ape couniy, Xiciligan. \iiirrt: their claugliizi-, 
Mary E., was born in 1864 About the year 1868 they disposed of their inter- 
ests there and came to Isabella county, locating in Gilmore township. where 31r. 
Phillips procured land and engaged in fanning. They Tvere among the earliest 
settlers of the above township and experienced the hardships and vicissitudes 
of pioneer life while establishing a home in what 17-as then a nem- and sparsely 
settled country. The nearest market place was Illt. Pleasant. thirteen miles 
away and Mr. Phillips often carried flour and other necessities from the to\\-n. 
making his way through the n-oods by means of a dimly marked trail and not 
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infrequently becoming confused ere reaching his home. Mr. and Mrs. Phillips 
still live where they originally settled, a hale and hearty old couple, who enjoy 
the friendship and esteem of a host of neighbors and acquaintances. During 
their residence of forty-two years in Gilmore township they have seen the 
country develop from a ~vilderness into a very garden of plenty and beauty. 
and to the extent of their abilities have contributed to the bringing about of 
conditions that now obtain. Mr. and Mrs. McMillen are the parents of two 
children, a son. Irving, and a daughter who answers to the name of Villa. 
The former. who was born in the year 1884, is his father's partner and one 
of the enterprising business men of Mt. Pleasant. H e  married Julia Ans- 
haugh. whose birth occurred the same year as his own. and is well situated, 
owning a beautiful home in the city and an interest in one of the leading 
commercial establishments. Villa was born in 1858 and is still with her par- 
ents. She received a high school education and graduated in 1910 from the 
State Xormal School at  &It. Pleasant, holds a life certificate as a teacher. and 
is now engaged in teaching in the public schools at Clare, Michigan. She is 
an intelligent and cultured lady who moves in the best social circIes of the 
city in which she lives. 

FR-ASKLIN W. ELLIS. 

Esteemed as a citizen and honored as a defender of the flag during the 
period n-hen the armed hosts of rebellion attempted to disrupt the national 
union. there are fe~x- men in Isabella county as widely and favorably known 
as the gentleman whose name appears at  the head of this sketch. Franklin I\'. 
Ellis was born February I I ,  1842. in Wyoming county. Ne\v York, and grew 
to manhood familiar I\-ith the wholesome discipline of farm life. H e  re- 
ceived a common school education and remained with his parents until the 
~a t iona l  skies became overcast 71-ith the ominous clouds of civil war; when. 

. . ,,-:+L ,,,, +,-..,, ,, ,,, ,,,,,.,,,., --,+.-.,,+,,- :'.,I ,3 .,,+ ,,; .n,, ,.., !x !Sc! asirle the irr?p!e:r.er??c nf hushar?d?i 2nd 

tendered his services to the government. Enlisting in April. 1860. in Com- 
pany F. of the Thirty-third New York Infantry. he sen-ed with that regiment 
until honorably discharged on June agd of the year 1863. Shortly after the 
latter date he re-enlisted in the Twenty-fifth Ken- k'ork Independent Battery. 
with n-hich he remained until September, 186j. spending the last two years of 
his anny service on the Mississippi and in the department of the Gulf under 
General Canby. 

The  Thirty-third New York formed a part of the Army of the Potomac 
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and saw much active service in Virginia during the early part of the war. Mr. 
Ellis shared with both of his commands their various experiences of camp 
and battle. was under McClellan until that general was succeeded successively 
by Burnside and Hooker, and participated in nearly all the .fighting in which 
those leaders were engaged. H e  was in all the battles in which the Army of 
the Potornac took part, including the second battle of Fredericksburg, where 
his regiment fought after its time had expired, losing one hundred and fifty 
of the three hundred men engaged. In  a battle at  Bottom's Bridge, Virginia, 
he fell into the hands of the enemy, but in the afternoon of the same day he 
was recaptured by men from his own regiment. During his long and varied 
military experience he received no injury, although, as previously stated. he 
was in many of the bloodiest battles of the war and never shirked a duty how- 
ever difficult o r  dangerous. A t  the expiration of his period of enlistment he 
returned to his native state, where he remained until the spring of 1869. when 
he moved to Isabella county, Michigan, and purchased one hundred and 
twenty acres of land in Coldwater township, which under his efficient labors 
were cleared in due time and developed into one of the best farms in the 
locality. 

In  connection with agricultural pursuits, Mr. Ellis. in partnership \ ~ i t h  
his brother, Wesley, kept a hotel at Sherman City for seven years. and later 
the two engaged in the lumber business in which they built up an extensive 
trade and were quite successful. Xiter  a residence of I\\-enty-se~-en )ears in 
Coldwater township, Mr. Ellis sold his farm and moved to Mt. Pleasant, b ~ e  
continued the lumber business for some time thereafter. principally in Mont- 
morency and neighboring counties. In  February, 1Sg7, he went to Alaska on 
a prospecting tour, but after spending one season there, returned the following 
October, since which time he has been engaged in different enterprises in Isa- 
bella county, besides coming prominently before the people as a public official. 
In the year 1899 he mas elected sheriff of the county and served two terms. 
proving a very capa'uie and judicious oEcia!. H e  v ~ a s  highway c~mmissioner 
in Coldwater township for a period of eight years, during \i-hic:i h i e  he 
helped lay out nearly every public road in that part of the county, besides 
being active and influential in developing the resources of the country. 

Mr. Ellis has been a stanch Republican ever since old enough to exer- 
cise the elective franchise and since becoming a citizen of Isabella county he 
has forged rapidly to the front as an able and discreet party leader and suc- 
cessful campaigner. When he came to this part of the state the nearest road 
mas sixty-five miles distant, but since then he has seen Isabella county grow 
into one of the finest and most prosperous counties of the commonwealth, with 
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railway and other modem facilities on every hand. in the bringing about of 
which condition he has not been rr spectator merely. but a prominent and in- 
fluential factor. H e  is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic at  Mt. 
Pleasant, in which he has held important official positions. and also belongs to 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, which has likewise honored him from 
time to time with official trusts. 

;Mr. Ellis was married in January. 1874, to  Mary A. Bright. who has 
presented him with one child, a daughter, Elsie, non the wife of George F. 
Johnson and living in Icenosha, IVisconsin. Two other children are deceased. 
Vernon W., who died at  the age of fourteen months. and I r a  J.. n h o  died at 
the age of twenty-three. 

CHARLES SLATER. 

Charles Slater, teacher of carpentry at the Indian Industrial School. hIt. 
Pleasant, also instructor in that branch of mechanics, 11-as born in Halderman 
county, Ontario, October 27. 1846. having first seen the light of day in the 
town of Caledonia, where his father, IVilliam Slater. of Derbyshire. England. 
settled some years before. William Slater came to -1merica in 1&8.'\\-hen 
about fourteen years old. and located at  Johnstown, Sew York.  here he sub- 
sequently married Sarah Ivlatiida Hortoii. tile daug1i;er of a I-eteran o i  the 
war of 1812 and granddaughter of a Revolutionary soldier. Later he n-ent to 
Canada, where several of his children were born. and in July. 1868, moved to 
Saginam, Michigan? where he I\-crked for some time at carpentry. 

Charles Slater spent hie early life in his native province and when a young 
man learned carpentry under his father. H e  accompanied his parents upon 
their removal to Michigan in the year indicated above. worked with his father 
and brother at Saginaw until October, 1872, when the family. consisting of 
+I-, rL,L ,,,,..+ pa. LLLLS and s,, a,.n.--,l c..~,.,~., h ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  moved to Isabe!!a county. Michigan, anc! set- 

t l d  about three and a half miles soathn-est cri Xt. ? !eas~t .  sr? I tract of 
land of which but ten acres were improved. Here, amid surroundings not 
altogether inviting, the father and sons addressed themselves to the task of 
developing a farm, and in due time their iabors were crowned with success. 
the home which they established being among the best in the locality and stdl 
in the family name. William Slater ended his days in this place, dying about 
1883 or '84, at the age of seventy years. his widow, who survived him until 
1906. departing this life in her eighty-first year. 

Charles Slater remained with his parents u n J  the farm was \\-ell under 



510 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

way and in 1875 came to Mt. Pleasant, where he resumed the carpenter's 
trade. His proficiency as a mechanic was not long in being recognized and 
shortly after his arrival he became one of the leading builders of the city. 
When the Indian Industrial School was established he assisted in erecting the 
various buildings and at the opening of the institution he was given charge of 
the carpentry department, which position he has since filled with credit to 
himself and to the satisfaction of the management. In  addition to looking 
after buildings, keeping them in repair and doing various other kinds of work 
in his line, Mr. Slater teaches carpentry to the students and to his credit be it 
said that not a few Indian youths have left the school first-rate mechanics 
and are now maintaining themselves and families by their trade. During the 
seventeen years which he has devoted to the post he now holds he has been 
unremitting in his duties. faithful to every trust reposed in him and today 
there is no one connected with the institution who stands higher in the esteem 
of the students and management or enjoys to a greater degree the confidence 
of the public. 

From 1875 until r g q  Mr. Slater lived in Mt. Pleasant, but, the better to 
attend to  the duties of his position, he removed in the latter year to the campus 
where he now occupies a small but comfortable home well suited to the needs 
of his family, which has been constzntly decreasing in numbers the meanwhile. 
While in Saginaw he united with the Presbyterian church and for a period of 
thirty years has been an elder of the same, in addition to which he is also a 
member of the board of trustees, holding both positions in the church in Mt. 
Pleasant. to which he transferred his membership upon his removal to the 
latter city. His life has been consistent with his religious profession, being 
active in all lines of church and charitable work and ready at all times to lend 
his influence and support to enterprise and measure for the good of his fellow 
men. 

Mr. Slater, in the year 1876, was united in the bonds of wedlock with 
Matilda Whitehead, whose father was Wiiiam Wnirehead. a native of iincoin- 
shire, England, who located in ib'ayne county, Xew Tork, and came to isa- 
bella county, Michigan, in 1865. engaging in farming near Mt. Pleasant. For 
some years previous to marriage, Matilda Whitehead taught in the schools of 
the county and ranked among the most efficient and popular teachers in the 
city of Mt. Pleasant. She is a lady of fine mind and exemplary character. and 
by her culture and beautiful life has attained to a prominent place in the best 
social circles in the city in which she formerly resided. Mr. and Mrs. Slater 
have six children, all well educated, the majority holding important positions 
which they have dignified and honored. Mary, the oldest of the family, began 



teaching'in Isabella county, and is now on her seventeenth consecutive year as 
an educator, holding a t  this time the chair of English in the high school of 
Elk Rapids, Anna E., the second in order of birth, was for five years stenog-. 
rapher with the Daugherty mercantile firm of Detroit, and later went to 
Porto Rico to accept a similar position in the city of San Juan. where she is 
at  present located. Bessie E.  went to Porto Rico as a teacher in the employ of 
the government and is now supervisor of the schools of San Juan : she nlarried 
John \V. Zimmerman. ~ h o  is in the insular service. both being highly esteemed 
in the city of their residence. Eolah C.. zlso a teacher by profession, taught in 
the schools of Bayport and Traverse City and now holds a position in the high 
school of the latter place. Walter C., like his sisters, took kindly to educational 
work, but his promising career was cut short by his untimely death at the age 
of twenty-one while principal of schools at Boyne Falls, this state. Sarah 
Ruth. the youngest of the family and a teacher of more than local reputation, 
holds an important position in the schools of Grayling. Michigan. where her 
work is highly appreciated. All of Mr. Slater's children enjoyed the best 
available educational advantages. finishing the public school course in Mt: 
Pleasant. and later being graduated from the Central Kormal School of that 
city. They have made commendable advancement in their chosen spheres of 
endeavor and the responsible positions ~ ~ h i c h  they now occupy bear ample tes- 
timony to their intelligence, liberal culture and sterling worth. Mr. Slater is 
n-ell ;-ersed on the questiox of the day. n-hile in point of general i~~iormation 
he is recognized as one of the most intelligent men of the community. H e  
holds meinbership with the Masons of Mt. Pleasant, having attained the 
Knight Templar degree. and, though devoted to the duties of the position he 
holds, he finds time to meet the responsibilities which every true citizen owes 
to the public. 

WILLIAM WEST 

For a number of years the subject of this sketch ivas a prosperous farmer 
and stock raiser, but having accumulated a sufficiency of this world's goods to 
enable him to discontinue active labor. he recently turned his farm over to 
other hands and moved to Mt. Pleasant. a-here he is now living in honorable 
retirement. William West is a native of Kingston. Ontario, and dates his 
hirth from the year 1849. When about seven years of age, he was taken to 
Perth county, in the same province. by his parents and there spent his early 
life. attending at intervals the public schools and learning in his young man- 
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hood the trade of carpentry. Leaving Canada in 1869, he located in York 
county, Michigan, where he worked a t  his trade until 18,71, when he returned 
to his native province. After spending about one year there, he again came . 

to Michigan and from 1872 until after the panic of the following year lived 
at  the town of Caseville, Huron county, and supported himself by his labors 
as a builder. 

In the latter part of 1873 Mr. West again returned to Canada, where he 
followed agricultural pursuits during the ensuing seven years, in the mean- 
time, 1875, being united in marriage with Mary Ann Hennessey. who was 
born and reared in the province of Ontario. In  1880, with his wife and three 
children and accompanied by his parents and two brothers, he moved to Isa- 
bella county, Michigan, and bought eighty acres of land in section 2 j, Isabella 
township, all -i,n the woods and presenting any but an inviting prospect for a 
home. H e  at  once addressed himself to the task of clearing and improving his 
1and.and was obliged to work single-handed, his father. who was a painter by 
trade, being unable to render him any assistance in the cutting of timber, g r u b  
bing and other hard labor required to fit the soil for cultivation. By persever- 
ing effort, however, he finally succeeded in not only developing and improving 
a very valuable farm, but in adding to his realty from time to time, until he 
now owns two hundred and forty acres of as fine land as the county of Isabella 
affords, besides a beautiful residence in M?. Pleasant.and four city lots n-hich 
are constantly growing in value. 

Mr. West cleared the greater part of his land with his own hands and 
made all of his improvements, including three large, commodious barns and 
an impcsing modern dwelling. the main part twenty by thirty feet, the wing 
eighteen by thirty feet. two stories high and a model of architectural skill. By 
a successful system of drainage he has greatly enhanced the productiveness 
of his land and, as already stated, his farm is today among the best improved 
and most valuable in the township. For some years, Mr. West. in addition to  
genera! farming, has devnted a a*- c-at dez! of zttentisn to the breeding and 
raising of I?nrl:am cattle, a 5ranch of faniiig n-hich proved high:)- remunera- 
tive, but of recent years he has been more interested in the Holstein breed, of 
which he now has a number of very fine animals, including a registered bull 
which represents an investment of no small magnitude. H e  also raises high 
grade sheep and hogs, and his horses, which are of the best breeds, always 
command high prices. Llr. West has been prosperous far beyond the majority 
of farmers, his success being due entirely to his persevering labors. economical 
thrift and good management. In the full meaning of the term. he is a self- 
made man, also an enterprising citizen whose efforts to promote the advance- 
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ment of the community have been unsparing and whose influence has ever 
been exerted in behalf of what he deems for the best interests of his fellow 
men. H e  is one of the leading Democrats of Isabella county, prominent in 
the councils of his party, and an active and successful worker for its success 
in campaign years. He served two terms as treasurer of his township, aside 
from which he has held no elective office, neither has he desired any such ex- 
pression of public favor. Religiously he was born and reared a Catholic and 
has ever remained true to the teachings of the mother church, belonging at 
this time to the congregation worshiping in Mt. Pleasant, with mhich his 
family is also identified. As already indicated, Mr. West now resides at  the 
county seat, where he removed about three years ago and where he is now 
well situated to  enjoy the material comforts and blessings which he has so 
faithfully earned and to which he is so nobly entitled. He is highly esteemed 
by his fellow men and, though practically retired, still gives personal attention 
to  his business interests and keeps abreast of the times on all matters of public 
import. 

Mr. and Mrs. West have a family of eight children whose names are as 
follows : John B., a sketch of whom appears elsewhere; Anna, a professional 
nurse now in Chicago: Alice T., who is engaged in the telephone service at  
Mt. Pleasant; Minnie, wife of Sydney Soules. of Boyne City, Nichigan: 
Thomas, who married Hazel Lynn, and lives at West Branch, this state; Will- 
iam, who was accidentally killed in a railway collision when eighteen years 
of age; George, who married Ethel McKenzie, lives on and manages his 
father's farm; and Fred, who is unmarried and makes his home with his 
brother George, \kith whom he is interested in farming and stock raising. All 
of Mr. West's children are intelligent and respected, and those that have left 
the parental roof to establish homes of their onn  or engage in various lines 
of enterprise, are doing uell and are highly esteemed in their several pldcts bf 
residence. 

Among the older citizens of Isabella county is Warren Wing, a prosper- 
ous farmer of Fremont township, where he has maintained his residence since 
the close of the great Civil \-tar, in which he participated. Long an influential 
factor in the affairs of his community. he has become widely known and in 
the various relations of farmer. soldier and citizen his record is without a 
blemish and he occupies today a conspicuous place among the enterprising 

(33) 
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men of his d a y  and generation i n  the township which he assisted to'develop 
and in which he still makes his home. 

Warren Wing was born in Chautauqua county, New York, May j, 1842, 
being the fourth son and fifth child of Wesley and Salina Wing, both natives 
of the Empire state. The Wing families in America are all descended from 
one family that settled in Massachusetts over two hundred and thirty years 
ago. David Wing, the subject's great-grandfather, was a patriot soldier irf 
the Revolutionary war. Wesley wing, the subject's father, whose birth oc- 
curred in the year 1800, was married in New York about 1830 to Salina Wil- 
cox and after farming in Chautauqua county until 1850, moved to Iowa, 
where he remained two Fears, returning to his former home at the expiration 
of that time. Later, 1863, he again moved West, with Michigan as his des- 
tination. and in due time arrived in Isabella county, \\,here he bought two 
trzcts of government land of one hundred and twenty and one hundred and 
sixty acres, respectively, the one hundred and twenty acres being located in 
Union township, where he and his wife died some years ago. H e  made some 
improvements on his land, clearing in all about seventy-eight acres. Their 
chnldren in order of their birth are as follows: Williard, Winthrop, William. 
Anna, who married Levi \Villiams; Warren, Walter, Elmira, wife of Delbert 
MerriIl; Angeline, wife of J. K. Wellman; and Amelia, all deceased, except 
the subject. and Mrs Merrill and Walter. both residents of Union toxnship. 

Wa'rren Wing spent his early childhood and youth in his native county 
and when six years old was taken to  Iowa by his parents, where the family 
lived about two years. Returning to New York at  the end of that time, he 
remained in Chautauqua cocnty until 1863, when he accompanied his parents 
to Isabella county, Michigan, locating on the one hundred and sixty acres of 
land in section 2, which his father had previously homesteaded. where he soon 
became accustomed to the hard work and numerous vicissitudes which neces- 
sarily attend the planting of a home in a new and sparsely settled country. In 
February of the following year he enlisted in Company H, Eighth Michigan 
Infantry, and within a short time thereafter accompanied his command to the 
scene of hostilities in Tennessee, where the regiment became a part of the 
Ninth Corps of the Army of the Cumberland. Later the Eighth was trans- 
ferred to the Eastern army, and by reason of the different commands in which 
it served was subsequently known as the wandering regiment, the men not 
knowing one day whither they would be moved or ordered on the morrow. 

IVithout following Mr. Wing's military experience in detail, suffice to 
state that he shared with his comrades the vicissitudes and fortunes of war in 
a number of campaigns and participated in not a few notable battles. among 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 5 1 5  

which was the bloody engagement or  series of engagements in the Wilderness, 
where he was sorely wounded in the right arm, that member being still stiff 
as a result of the injury. He spent several months in a hospital, where his 
wound was treated and where he also was detailed as nurse. Some time after 
the battle of the Wilderness he was transferred to the First Battalion, Six- 
teenth Veteran Reserve Corps, where he remained about four months, during 
which time his command rendered effectual service in the Alleghany mountain 
region, also assisted in riddicg the county of the Ku-Klux-Klan. besides being 
detailed at intervals to search for and bring in deserters. H e  was with his com- 
pany among the Alleghany mountains when General Lee surrendered and later 
was a member of the detachment that searched railway trains for John Miilkes 
Booth, the assassin of President Lincoln. 

After being mustered but of the service in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 
August, 186j. Mr. Wing returned to his native state. where he shortly after- 
wards married Lucinda Burt, of Chautauqua county, immediately following 
which he brought his bride to Isabella county, Michigan, and set up his domes- 
tic establishment on one hundred and twenty acres of land which he had 
homesteaded prior to entering the army. By energetic and continuous toil he 
cleared the greater part of his land and in due time had a good farm in suc- 
cessful cultivation and a number of substantial improvements made. He has 
added to his real estate from time to time until he now owns two hundred and 
five acres, the greater part susceptible to tillage and well improved, his farm 
being among the most productive and valuable in the township, and it is not 
too much to  say that there are few, if any, more beautiful or more desirable 
rural homes in the county than the one he has established and occupies. 

Mr. Wing has been quite successful financially and is today among the 
well-to-do men and representative citizens of  the community in which he re- 
sides. He is enterprising in all the term implies and public-spirited, lending 
his aid and influence to further all laudable measures for the general wel- 
fare, no worthy project ever appealing t o  him in vain. In  addition t o  
his own improvements, which include a comfortable and commod~ous dwell- 
ing, a large, modern barn, granary, tool house and various other buildings, 
he has been of great assistance t o  some of his neighbors in the clearing and 
improving of their farms, besides constructing roads in different parts,of his 
own and other townships ar.d helping promote various other utilities'which 
have proven beneficial to  the public. Mr. Wing is a close student of political. 
social and industrial questions, and has intelligent and well defined views 
relative to these and other matters of interest before the people. H e  is in&- 
dependent as a thinker, a clear and logical reasoner and his opinions carry 
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weight and command respect among his fellow men. A gentleman of strict 
integrity and high character, he is held in great esteem by all who know him 
and the confidence which he commands has been fairly and honorably earned. 

Mrs. Wing, who was born in 1843, died a few years ago, having borne her 
husband three children, namely: Williard, who lives on part of his father's 
farm and is a successful tiller of the soil ; Leon is deceased; and Nellie, who is 
now a widow and lives with her father and manages the home. Mr. Wing 
has served his township in various public capacities, though never a seeker 
after the honors or  emoluments of office. H e  was justice of the peace for 
some years and proved a very capable and judicious official; aiso served as 
road commissioner and school inspector, in both of which positions he was 
unremitting in his duties to the people. 

HUGH DAY JOHNSTON. 

Farmer and mechanic a.nd for  thirty-eight years an honored resident of 
Isabella township, the subject of this sketch is a native of Peel county, Onta- 
rio, and a son of Frank and Elizabeth (Newhouse) Johnston, both of Canadian 
birth. Tinese parents were born in the years 1819 and 1830, respectiveiy, and 
were married in Ontario. The father died on May I .  1875, the mother. who 
survived him, making her home at  this time in the village of Rosebush, Isa- 
bella county. 

Hugh Day Johnston was born in the month of December. 1848. spent his 
early life on his father's farm in Peel county and remained there until his 
removal to Isabella county, Michigan, in 1873. On coming to this part of the 
state. he bought one hundred and twenty acres of land in section 16. Isabella 
+A . ,~, , ,s ,~.~,  .-.- L : ~  a!! ~i-coded. and addressing himself to the task ~f c!earing and de- 

l doping the saii:e, s p i t  the sevei-a! folloi~-iilg years at coii t i i ld toil, iiii~di 
hard labor being required to remove the forest growth and fit the soil for cul- 
tivation. i n  due time, however, his efforts were rewarded and he now has a 
fine farm with up-to-date improvements, his dwelling, erected in 187j, and a 
commodious barn, in the year 1898, being the results of his on-n mechanical 
skill. 

In connection with general agriculture. Mr. Johnston from time to time 
has done considerable carpentry work for his own and other localities. his 
proficiency as a builder causing his services to be in great demand. H e  fol- 
leu-s the trade at the present time when he can be spared from the farm and 
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today a number of dwellings, barns and other edifices in different parts of the 
country bear witness to his skill as a first-class mechanic. I t  is as a tiller of 
the soil, however, that his greatest success has been achieved, his farm at  
the present time being among the best in the township, and his home the 
dwelling place of a family happy amid their surroundings and contented with 
their lot. Mr. Johnston is an excellent neighbor, a praisenorthy citizen and 
keeps in touch with all matters of general interest to the community. H e  
stands for law, order and good government, uses his influence on the right 
side of every moral issue, and though quiet and unostentatious in demeanor 
and always attending strictly to  his own affairs, his life has been fraught with 
good to all with whom he comes in contact. In his political faith he is a Re- 
publican, in religion a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and frater- 
nally is identified with the htasonic brotherhood, belonging to the blue lodge 
and the chapter of Royal Arch Masons at Mt. Pleasant. 

Mrs. Johnston, who previous to her marriage was Elizabeth Johnson, 
was born March 9, 1850, and has presented her husband with eight children, 
namely: Abigail. who is stil! with her parents; Mary married Wesley Mc- 
Knight and lives in Isabella township; Frank married a Miss Strickle, and is 
a resident of the above township, as is also Maria J., now Mrs. Fred Madison; 
Sarah is the wife of George Nolan, and Suszn married Ed. Graham, both gen- 
tlemen heing farmers of Ispbella township: Benjamin. the seventh in order 
of birth, runs the family homestead, and Athold, the youngest of the number, 
after being graduated from the high school at  Mt. Pleasant, entered the Uni- 
versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he is pursuing his studies prepara- 
tory to  a career of honor and influence. 

JOHN WATSON. 

One of the sterling citizens of Isabella county is John Watson, a name 
well known, especially in Denver township. where he has a splendid and at- 
tractively kept landed estate, being regarded as one of the leading agricultur- 
ists of the same. As a result of his industry, integrity and genuine worth he 
is held in high esteem by the people of this vicinity, mainly as a result of his 
principles of modern farming and progressive and upright citizenship. 

Mr. Watson was born on November I. 1865, in Hastings county, On- 
tario, Canada, and he is the son of James and Rosella (Bush) Watson, who 
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are mentioned in a separate sketch in this volume. They moved with their 
son, John, into Middlesex county, Ontario, when he was eighteen months old 
and made that their home for six years, a t  which place the son attended school 
awhile. Then the family moved to Isabella county, Michigan, locating in Isa- 
bella township. Here John grew to manhood and assisted his father with his 
general work, remaining at home and attending the neighborhood schools in 
his early youth. In fact, he did not leave his parental roof-tree until his mar- 
riage, on April 16, 1902, to Martha Robert in Mt. Pleasant. She was born in 
Erie county, New York, on July 6, 1874. When a child she moved with her 
parents to Livingston county, Michigan, and from there to Isabella county, 
and here she and the subject went to  school together. The latter was eight 
years of age when he moved to this county, and the school he attended was 
the Roy district school. H e  helped his father on the home place, with the ex- 
ception of four winters, until 1891, when he bought his present place. During 
the four winters referred to he worked in Missaukee county one winter, and 
three winters in Clzre county, in the woods. H e  and his father cleared the 
home farm of about two hundred acres, so he knew what hard work meant all 
his life and he has succeeded as a result of his habits of persistent industry. 
which have been *ell applied. H e  bought his present farm of eighty acres. 
as stated, in 1891, for which he paid eighteen hundred and fifty dollars. A 
year later he bought an adjoining forty acres, for n-hich he paid seren hun- 
dred dollars. The place had at that time forty-five acres cleared, but no 
buildings o r  fences, and was, in fact, entirely unimproved. H e  worked on his 
place, but boarded at  home until 1902, the year of his marriage, after which 
he moved to  his place, erected a convenient, substantial and attractive dwelling 
of veneer bGck and a large and convenient barn, also other good outbuildings, 
built fences and made all the necessary improvements, and developed his place 
in a manner that stamps him as a twentieth-century farmer of the first grade, 
and his $2~2 eow ranks with the h s t  in the county. He has, in fact, two 
baiiis, both !arge aiid s~bstantia!, 3 gccd granary. a sheep hzrn. ~ F C !  is we!! 
equipped t o  carry on general farming and stock raising in a successful man- 
ner. H e  has put in six or  seven miles of tile. There are three fine flowing 
wells on his place, the water being cold and of the best quality, no windmill 
being needed. He devotes his attention to grain farming and stock raising on 
an extensive scale, handling horses, cattle, hogs and sheep. H e  also has forty 
acres of good land, which he uses for pasture, lying two miles east of his 
farm. I t  is nearly all wooded. Mrs. Watson is the owner of forty acres of 
good land in section 23, Isabella township. making a total of two hundred 
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acres owned by the family. Mr. Watson cleared about twenty-five acres of his 
first purchase. I t  had been neglected and was "run down," but under his 
management it was soon built up and made productive. H e  has so skillfully 
rotated his crops and built up the soil that it has been greatly strengthened, as 
is shown by the fact that his first oats crop here averaged only eighteen bush- 
els per acre, whereas now sixty bushels per acre are produced. He has worked 
hard and has been successful. achieving a competency unaided, literally 
"digging it out of the ground. H e  now has his splendid property out of debt. 

a i'vlrs. Watson's parents, Edward and May Robert, are now living on a 
good farm in Isabella township, this county, having made their home in sec- 
tion 36 of that locality for the past thirty years, where they are well and most 
favorably known. Mr. Robert has devoted his life to agricultural pursuits. 
owning a fine farm of two hundred acres. The following children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Watson: James, born December 10, 1903; Robert, John 
Alexander and Arline, all living at home. 

Mr. Watson is connected with the Illinois Life Insurance Company, Polit- 
ically, he is a Republican, and a member of thepresbyterian church. . H e  was 
township treasurer two years, performing his duties very faithfully. H e  is 
influential in this township and has an unblemished reputation. 

. . JAMES A. CLIFF, 

Success has been worthily n-on by the geqtleman of whom the biographer 
writes in the following lines, a man. of strong will and determined purpose 
y h o  has contributed his share to th-e material development of the county in 
which he lwes and forged to tbe front among the leading citizens of the same. 
James A. Cliff, present deputy sheriff of Isabella county, was born January 
1 2 ,  1850, in Leeds county, Ontagio, where his i a~her ,  Samuei Ciiir', a native or' 
L~merick. Ireland. settled about the year 1t342. Agnes Cochran, w i e  of Sam- 
uel C!iff and mother of the subject, was also of Irish birth, and first saw the 
light of day in the town of Newey. county Armagh. These parents were mar- 
ried in their native isle and in the year indicated above came to America and 
spent the remainder of their lives i n  the province of Ontario. The father and 
mother moved to Michigan in 1874 and located in Onondaga, where they died 
and  were buried. 

James A. Cliff was reared to farm labor and remained in his native land 
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until attaining his majority, when he severed home ties and came to Michigan, 
locating at Onondago, Ingham county, whither a brother had preceded him. 
For some time after his arrival in this state he worked at clearing land and in 
the lumber woods, spending the ensuing winter a t  Morley and Millbrook, 
where he was variously employed. During the following six years he worked 
at different occupations and at the expiration of that time was married at the 
tomn of Onondaga to Ida Buckland, of Ingham county, the ceremony being 
solemnized on the 13th day of September. 1877. Mrs. Cliff's father and 
mother, natives of Connecticut and New York, respectively, came to Michigan 
about 1830 and were among the early pioneers of Ingham county. They stood 
high in the esteem of their neighbors and friends, lived good honest lives and 
their memory is still cherished in the community which they helped to estab- 
lish and from which they were called to their final reward not many years 
ago. He worked at Jackson at the cooper's trade, at which time there were 
but six houses in the town. He remembers the first prison enclosure, which 
was made by placing tamarack poles on end in a trench, making a sort of 
stockade. Mrs. Cliff was reared and educated in the above county. For some 
time before taking unto himself a wife Mr. Cliff held the position of guardian 
in the state prison at Jackson and served in that capacity until the month of 
March following his marriage. He then severed his connection with the 
institution and went to southern Kansas and took a homestead in Bourbon 
county, which he at once proceeded to improve. Owing to the hot winds 
which destroyed his crops and almost literally burned up the country during 
the two years of his sojourn, he abandoned his claim at the end of that time 
and, sending his wife back to her friends in Michigan, went to Colorado in 
search of something to do. Shortly after reaching that state he found re- 
munerative employment as a miner, at  first by the day and later by the job. He 
continued that kind of work until his earnings amounted to about five hundred 
dollars, when he decided to return to Michigan. His brother, who was with 
v .  nlm in the West, dying about that time, he started hoixie with the body, 5.;: 
meeting with a serious reverse, found hirnseii with 'oareiy suiiicient means to 
reach his destination and not enough to enable him to return to the West. 

During the next seven years Mr. Cliff lived at  Onondaga and devoted his 
time to various kinds of labar. In 1888 he went to Washington territory for 
the purpose of locating, but not being pleased with the country he returned to 
Michigan at  the end of a couple of months and took a preemption in Houghtcm 
county, later took another claim in the same locality, both containing fine tim- 
ber and excellent soil. He proved up on these claims and during the five years 
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following not only improved his own land, but bought land for others, meet- 
ing with gratifying success in these transactions. H e  afterwards sold the 
above land at a good price and his dealings since then have also resulted greatly 
to his financial advantage as is indicated by the fact of his having realized 
something in excess of six thousand dollars, within the last three or four years. 
Returning to Onondaga after closing out his interests in Houghton county, he 
lived in that town until 1894, when he changed his residence to Mt. Pleasant, 
removing thence the following year to Weidman, where he now mzkes his 
home. 

In 1895 Mr. Cliff bought, near the latter place, a small tract of land from 
which the timber had been cut, and at  once set to work to remove the stumps 
and roots and fit the soil for cultivation. In the fall of the same year he 
bought an additional eighty acres of stump land, later a forty-acre tract of 
the same kind, both of which he has since cleared of obstructions and other- 
wise improved. Within a few years he has brought this land to a high state 
of cultivation, erected good buildings and at this time has one of the finest 
farms and among the most desirable homes in his part of the county. Mr. 
Cliff has done much to promote the material prosperity of the thriving little 
town near which he lives and is public-spirited in all the term implies. His life 
has been a very active one and, though experiencing not a few reverses, he has 
been quite successful in the main and is now among the well-to-do men and in- 
fluential citizens of the community in which he resides. He has serrec! on the 
school board from time to  time and in other public capacities has used his in- 
fluence for the benefit of his town and the social and moral advancement of 
the community at large. In  politics he supports the Republican party and in 
religion the Methodist Episcopal church represents his creed, both himself 
and wife being active members in the local congregation at Weidman. Fra- 
ternally he is identified with the Masonic order. being a charter member of 
Nottawa Lodge, No. 424, at  Weidman, of which he was the first worshipful 
master. H e  has been prominent in the work of the order, representing his 
lodge :in :E,c g r a d  !edge zcd s t r ~ d i ~ g  high in the confidence of his brethren 
of the mystic tie. In addition to the above lodge, he belongs to Chapter NO 
360, Order of  the Eastern Star, and the chapter of Royal Arch Masons at  
Eaton Rapids. his wife being a member of the Eastern Star also and at this 
time is serving as the treasurer of the chapter with which identified. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff have three children: Claude S., living on the home- 
stead in Saskatchewan, western Canada: Amelia, wife of E. C. Wiley, of 
Weidman. and Blanche, who lives at  home. 
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H. L. ROBERTS. 

Standing out prominently among the leading farmers of Coldwater town- 
ship is H. L. Roberts, who was born in Pennsylva,nia in the year 1848. Hosea 
Roberts, his father, whose birth occurred in the above state on May 5 ,  1826, 
moved to Isabella county, Michigan, in 1867 and homesteaded the farm of 
eighty acres in section 26, Coldwater township, which the subject now owns. 
H e  did not live long enough to prove up,on the land, dying in 1871, follow- 
ing which the subject took the homestead and procured a deed for the same 
during President Cleveland's first aclpinistration, since which time the place 
has been in his name. Lucy M., wife of Hosea Roberts and mother of the 
subject, never came to this township. but ended her earthly career a few years 
ago. I t  was at the home of Hosea Roberts $hat the first religious services in 
the township were conducted and the fir~t. Sunday school was organized. The 
township organization was effected under his roof, and it was at  the same 
place that the first election of officers was held. Hosea Roberts was highly 
esteemed and his untimely death so soon after moving to this county, was 
greatly deplored by his neighbors and friends, 

H. L. Roberts came to Isabella county with his father in 1867 and since 
that time has been an honored resident of the township in mh~ch he now re- 
sides. He a a s  reared to farm labor, grew up an industrious and energetic 

young man and, taking possession of the family homestead on the death oi his 
father, has since developed and managed the same, besides purchasing other 
land the meanwhile, his real estate at  the present time amounting to two hun- 
dred and forty acres, of which one byclred and fifty acres are in cultivation 
and highly improved. He made all af his improvements, brought the land 
to a high state of tillage and, as already indicated, is today one of the leading 
farmers of the township, also an enterprising, pubhc spirited citizen. ~ h o  has 
done much to promote the material resources of his section of the country. 
Whlle raismg all the crops grown in this parr of the state, he devotes special 
attention to hay, potatoes and beans, which he n~arkets in iarge quantiries eberj 
year, and he is also interested to  some e ~ t e n t  in live stock. which he finds a 
very profitable branch of farming. 

Mr. Roberts has been thrice married, the first time to  Elizabeth Ryerson, 
whose death occurred after bearing him one child, a son, Charles, now a hotel 
keeper in Shepherd, and a man of family, his wife having formerly been Sara 
Longton, of Isabella county. The subject's second marriage was with Stella 
Wooley. who bore him children as follows ; Aloazo, who married Florence 
Smith and lives in Mecosta county, Michigan: Mma, wife of Art. Conley, o f  
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Coldwater township; Edgar, who lives a t  home; Lafayette, a resident of 
Mecosta county: Sophia, who is still under the parental roof, as is  also Fred, 
the youngest of the number. Some time after the death of the mother of 
these children, Mr. Roberts married his present wife, Mrs. Mary Roberts (nee 
Bailey), who was born March 18, 1854, in the state of New York. By her 
prevlous marriage she had three children, namely: Ella, now Mrs. James 
Wagner, of Coldwater township; Charles, who married Gertrude Adains and 
lives in Gilmore township, this county, and Effie, wife of F. Brazington, who 
is also a resident of the township of Gilmore. 

Mr. Roberts is a prominent Republican, but not a politician, although he 
aims to keep informed on the questions of the day and in touch with the 
people on all matters that concern the public welfare. H e  served eight con- 
secutive terms as road commissioner, aside from which he has held no office, 
neither has he been an aspirant for any kmd of publ~c distinction. Fraternally 
he belongs to the Knlghts of the Maccabees, in which he has been through the 
chairs, and he is also an active worker in the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows. Mrs. Roberts is also a member of the Order of Maccabees, in which 
she has held the office of the keeper of finance. She is also identified ~51th the 
Rebelcahs and. religiously, is a communicant of the Methodist Episcopd 
church. 

JAMES WATSON. 

From far-off bonny Scotland. the land of Robert Eurns and Robert 
Bruce, the land of the thistle and the heather, the land of picturesque ancient 
castle and the rose-covered cottage, famed alike in song and story. the land 
that has produced an heroic race of men, strong in mar and strong in peace 
alike-the type of men that do things. that push onward the car of civilization, 
comes jailies Watson, a sterling citizen of Isabe!!a county, who is eminently 
woriiq of rrpreseiltatioii iri this II-~T!~, ov:icg to 5is !ong !ife of persistent in- 
dustry and his scrupulous honesty. 

Mr. Watson was born in Rothshire, Scotland, March 26, 1834, and there 
he grew to maturity and received his schooling. emigrating to the dominion of 
Canada upon reaching maturity and settling in Northumberland county, being 
twenty-two years of age upon his arrival in the New World. For five or  six 
years he worked in a grist mill, though his former experience had been solely 
as a farmer on his father's farm in Scotland on which he worked when he 
became of proper age while not attending the common schools. 

lt'hile living in Canada Mr. Watson married Rosella Bush. In 1864 he 
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brought his family to Middlesex county, Ontario, and lived there six years. 
There he worked at his trade about a year, but being dissatisfied with the 
country he decided to buy a piece of wild land there. I t  was all timbered and 
he began clearing and improving it and he cleared about thirty acres, put up 
log buildings, fenced it and began raising general crops. He  paid the sum of 
four hundred dollars for this land, which was as good dirt as that locality 
afforded. H e  remained there until the fall of 1874, when he sold out at a 
good profit. Having several children, he thought it best to buy land and give 
it to them when they grew up. He  came by way of Saginaw, Michigan, to 
Isabella county and located here. His first trip to this county was made in 
1865, when he came to see the country, but it did not suit him then. H e  set- 
tled on one hundred and sixty acres in Isabella township, paying twelve hun- 
dred dollars for it. He  kept that land until 1905, when he gave eighty acres 
to  his three oldest sons, selling the other eighty to his other son at a iow 
price, each son then having a place of his own. Then Mr. Watson moved to 
his present place, which he at once began to improve and which now ranks 
with the best in the community. He  has a very comfortable home and ex- 
cellent outbuildings, and he has made a great success as  a general farmer and 
is well and favorably known throughout the county. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. J a ~ e s  Watson : John. 
a prosperous farmer in Denver township, whose sketch appears in another 
part of this work; Will is farming in Denver township; James, who is farin- 
ing in Isabella township, also has a sketch in this work; Mary is married 
and lives in Chicago; Hugh, whose sketch appears herein. is farming on the 
old home place ; Catherine, who married Garfield Libbie, is living at the home 
of her father. 

HENRY S. G. HOUSE. 

The subject oi this sketch is essenriaiiy a seif-made man, and as such 
occupies a conspicuous place among the most enterprising and successful of 
his contemporaries. H e  was born in Somersetshire, England, in the year 
1804 and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. George House, the latter of whom now 
lives on his fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres adjoining the farm of 
Henry of this sketch. Mrs. George House died twelve years ago. Mr. House 
was reared to agricultural pursuits, but did not begin life for himself until 
1889, at which time he bought twenty acres of land in Isabella township 
which he cleared and otherwise improved and which he subsequently in- 
cre~sed by an additional twenty acres, which in due time he also reduced to 
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cultivation. From the beginning of his career his labors appear to have been 
effective and prosperity attended his every effort. I t  was not long until he 
was enabled to add eighty acres to the realty already in. his possession and 
still !ater he purchased forty acres more in the immediate vicinity, making 
him one of the largest land owners in the township as  well as one of the lead- 
ing men of affairs. Mr. House from time to time disposed of his holdings. 
as indicated above, until there remains but twenty acres of the old farm now 
in his name, though he still owns valuable lands in other parts of the state, 
including a fine farm of one hundred and forty acres in Clare county. which 
he rents, and also a valuable farm of eighty acres in Vernon township, Isabella 
county, the proceeds from which add very materially to his income. 

In  the year 1899 Mr. House discontinued agriculture to engage in the 
farming implement business, which he still carries on and in which he has 
been successful beyond his most ardent expectations. H e  handles upon a 
very extensive scale all kinds of agricultural machinery and implements, drills 
and threshing machinery, wagons, buggies and other vehicles, and does an 
annual business considerably in excess of seven thousand dollars. In addition 
to his main office near Rosebush, he has branch offices in Osceola county and 
elsewhere. and his patronage, which takes a wide range, extends from Marion 
to St. Louis and is continually growing in magnitude and importance. Ey  
honorable dealing he has become widely known throughout Isabella and other 
counties of central Michigar,. stands high in business circles and is todaj- the 
leading man in his line in the territory to  which his operations are principally 
confined. He also carries all his notes, the interest on the same bringing him 
a nice income. 

Mr. House began life with no help other than native talents and willing 
hands, and the success which he has achieved and the honorable place to 
which he has attained among the leading business men of his county are due 
entirely to his own efforts. H e  possesses keen practical intelligence, mature 
judgnlent and discreet foresight. and whik aggressi~e in his dealings and 
ever ready ro rake adi-antage oi oppori~~liities, his re!a:ions c-ith his custczxrs 

have always been honorable and his reputation without a stain. 
Mr. House was married in 1891 to Mary Ellen Jasmiss. whose birth 

occurred in Coe township, Isabella county, on the 8th day of January, 1876. 
Mr. and Mrs. House are the parents of the following children: Gladys, born 
December g, 1892: Delia. born August I .  1894; Elizabeth, born February 2 .  

1899; Harry. born .\pril 8,  1903: Reuben and Roy. twins, died when fifteen 
months old: Marie. born in September. 1906. and Ruth, who died at eight 
months old. Politically, Mr. House is a Republican. but his business inter- 
ests are such as to prevent him from taking a very active part in politics. H e  



526 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.. 

keeps himself well posted, however, and abreast of the times on all matters of 
public import and on the leading questions of the day has well grounded opin- 
ions which command the respect of his fellow citizens. Mr. House, with all 
the business he  has done has only been in court -once as a witness. H e  
lives in peace and his motto is to look after his own affairs and expects others 
to do the same. 

S T E P H E N  M. RAU. 

This enterprising business man is a Canadian by birth but, as the name 
indicates, he is of German descent, his father. Fred Rau. coming from the 
fatherland a number of years ago and settling in the province of Ontario. 
About 1885 he moved to  Isabella county, Michigan, and since that year has 
been living on a farm in Nottawa township. Margaret Newbecker, the sub- 
ject's mother, is a native of Ontario, where she married Mr. Rau and the 
two now reside on a forty-acre farm where they are spending the closing 
years of their lives. Stephen M. Rau was born in the month of December, 
1871, in Bruce county, Ontario, and when about seven years of age ac- 
companied his parents to  Greenville, Michigan, where he received his edu- 
cational training and learned the timer's trade. After becoming a proficient 
workman he went to  Grand Rapids, where he was employed for some years 
in a tin shop, in connection with which was a hardware department, in 
which also he worked when his services as a salesman were in demand. 
After remaining in that city for a period of fifteen years, he went to  Soo, 
Canada, where for ohe and a half years he was in business for himself, at 
the expiration of which time he came to Weidman and engaged in the gen- 
eral hardware trade, which he has since carried on with encouraging success. 

Mr. Rau began business at this point on a somewhat modest scale, but 
by patlent industry, efficient management and honorabie deaiing. he has suc- 
ceeded in bullding up quite an extensive establishment, as IS indicated by his 
sales which amount to something in excess of fifteen thousand dollars yearly. 
H e  carries a full and complete stock of hardware such as  the general trade 
demands, is careful and methodical in all of his transactions and by treating 
his customers'fairly and courteously he has gradually enlarged the area of his 
trade until it now includes the greater part of the country for a number of 
miles around the village. In  connection with his hardware business he man- 
ages the local Bell Telephone Company. the central office of which is in his 
store and which, from twenty subscribers when the enterprise was established, 
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five years ago, has grown until there are now two hundred and fifty patrons, 
with prospects of many more in the near future. He also deals some in real 
estate. in which he has quite a remunerative business. and since locating at  
Weidman his several lines of enterprise have resulted greatly to his financial 
advantage. In addition to three good buildings in the to\? n, which rent at 
fair figures. he owns an eighty-acre farm in Nottawa township, the proceeds 
from which add considerably to his yearly income. 

Mr Rau IS a member of the Cathol~c church at Beal C~ty  and is zealous 
In upholding and defending h ~ s  religious faith. He belongs to the Kn~ghts of 
Columbus, a fraternal society under the auspices of the church, and is also 
identified wlth the Knights of the Maccabees and Modern Woodmen of 
America, bemg an active and influential worker in both organizations 

Marie C. Kubry, who became the wife of Mr. Rau in the year 1898, nas 
born in Perth county, Ontario, on February 11, 1877 Her parents. M~chael 
and Regina (Schnurr) Kubry, both nat~ves of the above county, were born 
December 3. ISM, and September 3, 1853, respectively. They were mar- 
ried In Ontario and for some time past have been making their home nith 
the subject. Mr. and Mrs. Rau have no children. They are Interested in 
the social and religious life of their town, and assist to the extent of their 
ab~lities all charitable and humanitarian enterprises and enjoy the friend- 
ship of the large circle of acquaintances with whom they are accustomed to 
associate. 

CLARENCE E. MOODY. 

Among the well known citizens of Rolland township whose interests 
in the affairs of the community have given them character and prestige, is 
Clarence E. Moody, a gentleman of excellent repute, whose influence and 
popukirity hzvc ;ride his name fzmiliar in every hmseho!d of the township 
in which he resides. Re  is a Soil of nTi!!iam 2. and Rzck! Xcody, :.n,l.ose 
sketch appears elsewhere, and a younger brother of A. L. Moody, who also 
has a biographical notice in this volume. Mr. Moody was born December 
10, 1870, in Eaton county, Michigan, and spent the first nine years of his 
life on his father's farm in Benton township, attending for a couple of 
years the district school not far from his home. In 1879 he removed with 
the family to Isabella county and for some time thereafter continued his 
studies until sufficiently advanced to pass the required examination and secure 
a teacher's license, when he took charge of a school and devoted the two 
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years ensuing to that line of work. In the meantime he also turned his 
attention to agricultural pursuits, which he has since followed with most 
gratifying success and at this time he occupies a prominent place among the 
leading farmers of Rolland township, owning one hundred and twenty acres 
of fine land, seventy of which is in cultivation and well improved. 

Mr. Moody cultivates the soil with the latest improved machinery and 
implements and may properly be termed a scientific farmer. His work is 
judiciously conducted and in the management of his affairs he exercises sotmi 
judgment and wise discretion and rarely fails to realize handsomely from his 
time and labors. 

Public spirited and intelligent. he takes an active interest in whatever 
makes for the material prosperity of his township and every enterprise or 
movement having for its object the social advancement and moral good of 
the community finds in him an earnest advocate and liberal patron. He has 
shown himself worthy of the confidence of his fellow citizens, as is indicated 
by his frequent election to  positions of honor and trust, among which were 
those of township treasurer and various school offices, and as justice of the 
peace he has proved a capable and popular dispenser of the law. For some 
years he ha3 been an influe~tial worker in the Masonic fraternity. including 
the Eastern Star degree, and he is also a member of the Order of Gleaners. 

On the 29th day of November, 1894, Mr. Moody was united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony with Cedonia E. Merillat, who was born in Wayne 
county, Qhio, November 10, 1872, a daughter of Paul and Lydia Merillat, 
the union being without issue. Mr. and Mrs. Moody are among the most 
highly esteemed peopie of the county and enjoy the confidence and good will 
of all who know them. Kind and courteous in their relations with others, 
in private life and in the atmosphere of the home, they shine with a spirit 
which is always wholesome and elevating to those who come within the range 
of their influence. 

HON. ISAAC ALGER FANCHER. 

Much has been written with regard to t3e self-made men of Michigan, 
yet there have been but few more striking examples than that presented 
by a careful consideration cf the gentleman ~vhose name forms the caption . 
of this biographical revie\\, a born leader of men, but, being entirely unas- 
suming, he does not court that distinction. However. the accomplishments 
of Hon. Iszac -%lger FancEer. attorney at Mt. Pleasant. \I-ho is too 11-ell 
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known in Isabella and adjoining counties to need any introduction here, have 
forced him into a widespread notoriety which his modesty does not seek. 
The principal capital with which his parents endowed him was a rugged con- 
stitution, a stout heart and a determination t o  succeed, which, no doubt, has 
proven a more desirable capital than w o ~ ~ l d  have almost any amount of money, 
unless the latter could have been accompanied with the same traits of char- 
acter. Thus, from an enwronment none too auspicious, he has forced him- 
self to the front and made for himself a name which is unanimously accorded 
a very proud position among the foremost citizens of the Wolverine state 
Mr. Fincheras enterprise, his force of character, his sterling integrity, his forti- 
tude amid discouragements, and his marked success in bringing to completion 
large schemes of trade, have contributed very largely toward the development 
of this section of Michigan, strong in his friendship, good in the genera!ities of 
business, a most able advocate, unswerving in his convictions of right, his 
integrity stands as an unquestioned fact among friends, acquaintances and 
business associates. Born to lead, his experiences have made him a safe 
counselor and guide. H e  is indepezdent in thought, and, when conviction 
has been once reached, firm and unchanging. H e  stands today mature in 
years, yet a strong man, and a worthy example for young men to pattern after, 
as showing what intelligence and probity may accomplish in the way of suc- 
cess in life. 

Mr. Fancher is the scion of a prominent old family of sterling worth, and 
he was born in Florida. Montgomery county, New York, on the old home- 
stead of one hundred and tnenty-five acres, on September 30, 1833. H e  is 
the son of Jacob S. and Eunice (Alger) Fancher, the father born at Florida, 
New York. in 1803, died at the place of his birth in 1838; the mother was 
born in Niskayuna, Saratoga county, New York. They grew to maturity in 
their native communities, were educated and married there, in fact, spent 
nearly all their lives there. The son, Isaac A., bought a small house and lot 
at  Braman's Corners for his mother on which she lived for some time, then 
made her home with him and with a daughter. The following children con- 
stituted the family of these parents: Caroline; Richard dled at the age of 
eighteen years ; Isaac A. of this review; Orin Schuyler ; they are all deceased 
but the subject. 

Isaac A. Fancher grew to maturity on the old homestead, and went to 
school two or three summers when a child. H e  was four and one-half years 
of age when his father died, leaving the family in somewhat strained circum- 
stances. They lived one whole year with no wheat flour in the house, sub- 
sisting on barley flour. After the father's death the boys hired a man for 

(34) 
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seven years who finally married their sister. Isaac -4. knew the meaning of 
hard work very early in life, assisting with the general work on the farm 
when but a mere lad. When eleven years of age he did all the fall plowing on 
one hundred and twenty-five acres. Until he was about fourteen years old he 
attended school during the winter months. His sister lived near a better 
school on the Western turnpike and when he was sixteen years old he attended 
that school, boarding with his sister for three months, being compelled at the 
end of that time to go home and work on the farm. H e  continued to work on 
the home place until he was nineteen years of age, then ment to Princeton 
Academy three months, returning to the farm during the summer, and the fol- 
lowing fall returned to the academy for five months, then farmed all summer; 
in the fall he went to Amsterdam Academy for nine months, taking a general 
course. The next summer he left the farm and started for Wisconsin in 
September, hiring out at the town of Delton. H e  also taught school there and 
traveled during the summer. H e  then taught two more years, traveling dur- 
ing the summer months, covering the state of Minnesota during the second 
summer, also Missouri and Iona. H e  traveled for the purpose of locating 
land for other parties. H e  had long desired to take up the study of law, and 
he accordingly entered the law office, at  Delton, Wisconsin, of Jonathan Bow- 
man. remaining in the same one year, then went to a law school at  Albaaj;, 
New York, for one school year, then returned to Wisconsin and located ar 
kiibourn City, opening an office alone and remained there anti1 the spring of 
1862. He had a very satisfactory start in his profession, but on the last tnen- 
tioned year he and three companions started across the plains, making the 
long and somewhat hazardous trip to Nevada. They went over to  Snake 
river, finding upon their arrival there about six hundred wagons that had 
failed in their attempt to cross the mountains, so Mr. Fancher and his party 
turned southward, ment thrcugh Nevada into the Humboldt mountains, silver 
having been discovered there just the year previous. They prospected in those 
izountains abont 2 rr,cnth and a ha!f, but were unsuccessful. but they located 
ciaims. X i .  Faiicher took the x d e s  of the party into California that winter 
and remained there about a month. H e  fell ill with Panama fever and was 
sick for several weeks: then. after making further arrangements regarding 
the mules, he went to San Francisco where he remained ten days, then started 
home by way of the Isthmus of Panama, coming to New York by ship, the 
trip from the Isthmus requiring ten days. He had the same fever in New 
York that attacked him in California. H e  came home and was sick seven 
weeks. After recovering, he went to Wisconsin where he remained a few 
months, then came to Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. H e  built a little place and 
went back home to settle up his business and get his family, whom he loaded 
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in a two-horse wagon and made the return trip by way of Milwaukee, Chi- 
cago, Niles and other principal cities, the trip requiring about three weeks. 
They moved into the house he had built here. 

Mr. Fancher was married on June 6, 1860, to  Althea Preston, at Java, 
Wyoming county, New York. This was after he left the law school. They 
met in Delton, Wisconsin, where she had come when a girl, and during his 
western trip she returned to her parents in New York. To  this union was 
born Preston S. Fancher, who is at  present making his home in Detroit, and 
is running a mill near Howell, Michigan; Bessie R. married Prof. Tambling. 
director of athletics at  the Central Normal School at  Mt. Pleasant; Blanche 
died in 1S73. 

Mr. Fancher was admitted to the bar at  Albany, New York, and later 
at Raraboo, Wisconsin, and in Mt. Pleasant, in January, 1864. H e  was later 
admitted to  the United States courts (circuit and district) in Detroit, and still 
later in Grand Rapids. Soon after coming to Mt. Pleasant he was made deputy 
register of deeds. H e  did considerable practice considering the fact that there 
was but little for lawyers to do in this locality at that early day. The follow- 
ing year he took up surveying and running out roads. The next year he was 
appointed deputy state smamp land road commissioner. H e  spent a large part 
of his time during the summers of 186j, 1866 and 1867 in locating state roads. 
having located over two hundred miles of roads and superintended the build- 
ing of one hundred miles rncre. Most of the three summers spent in survey- 
ing roads was in Isabella and Gratiot counties, also surrounding counties. H e  
was then employed as  register of deeds and he practiced law at  the same time. 
About 1865 he built a store. two stories high, at about the corner of what is 
now Main and Broadway in Mt. Pleasant. This store and thirteen other 
buildings mere all burned in 1875. in fact about all the business section of the 
town was swept away. In 187; he built the Fancher block, at nearly the same 
place on which his first store building stood. H e  now maintains his office in 
this building. When he came here he bought three lots in the heart of Mt. 
P!easZr.t. Two years !ate? he t r ~ d e d  eighty x r e s  of his !22d f=r eighty ncres 
in Union township; he traded his eighty in Union township for three lots on 
what is now Broadway, giving two hundred dollars as a cash difference. The 
lots were sixty-six by one hundred and thirty feet. H e  was instrumental in the 
upbuilding of the city, and especially in the erection of several churches. H e  
and two other men secured fifteen thousand dollars toward building the Cole- 
man branch of the Pere Marquette railroad, which was built at  a later date. 
Mr. Fancher was vice-president and one of the directors of this road. Frior 
to that time he went to  St. Johns, Michigan, for the purpose of meeting her 
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citizens and organizing the people of the county for the purpose of building a 
railroad, known as the Lansing, St. Johns & Mackinaw railroad. He raised 
in the towns along the proposed route a bonus amounting to the sum of four 
hundred thousand dollars, to be used in the building of this line. Just as they 
commenced building the road, the supreme court decided that the bonds were 
unconstitutional. After this failure they organized a road to run from 
Owosso, Ithaca, Alma and Mt. Pleasant. I t  was graded as far as Ithaca and 
some graded even as far as Alma, the road being surveyed and located by way 
of Shepherd to Mt. Pleasant. Then the Michigan Central, which had been 
relied upon to furnish bonds. failed to make good and that scheme had to be 
abandoned, also. The stock of this company was later turned over to the Ann 
Arbor railroad and it mas extended. Mr. Fancher was interested in the road 
most of the time it was being built. He bought forty acres of land from I. E. 
Arnold, selling the south twenty to Hapner Brothers, who built a dam, head- 
race, millrace, etc., and ran a mill awhile. then bought them out and ran the 
mill, sold one-half interest and the privilege to operate the concern to the 
Harris Brothers, and they built the grist mill which is still operated there. 
Mr. Fancher then sold all of his holdings in this mill and bought an entire saw 
mill, that had been built about this time. He later bought a steam saw mill 
from Owen & Clinton which they had built above the grist mill. This he ran 
utltil 1881. He has been interested in several other industries in Mt. Pleasant. 

Mr. Fancher's first wife died in 1900, and on July 3, 1902, he was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Mattie Dodds, daughter of a West Virginia family. She mas 
the mother of one child before her union with Mr. Fancher, Vivian. Isaac 
Alger, Jr., was born to Mr. and Mrs. Fancher, on September 16, 1904. 

Mr. Fancher practiced his profession with Judge Dodds for a period of 
six years. He has also been associated with three other Dodds boy5 and 'vith 
other lawyers. At present he is associated \t.ith F. %I. Burwash. In 1881 
Mr. Fancher sold his mill, but retained his other property in Mt. Pleasant, and 
went to Detroit. At one time he was in partnership with S. W. 'riopkins. 

Fraternally, Mr. Fancher is prominent in Masonic affairs, and poii~icaii~ 
he is a Republican. He has always taken an abiding interest in political and 
public affairs, and his public spirit and genuine wortn being recognized early 
in his career here, he was elected to the state House of Representatives in 
1867. His seat was contested by a man living near Alpena. He held his seat 
only thirty days, but passed all the bills he was interested in, then deliberately 
left the chamber and went home. This occurred as a result of irregularities 
in voting. He was elected in 1873 on the issue of taxing the railroad lands, 
with just two votes in the district against him. He was in the special session 
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in 1874 and was elected to the state Senate in the fall of 1875. While in the 
Senate he made his influence felt on the floor and in the various councils, and 
he was instrumental in putting through the notable railroad bill of that year, 
this being a very hard fight, for the railroads had not been taxed before. He 
has not held any except city offices since then. H e  was mayor once and city 
attorney for one term. Both in an official capacity and in private citizenship, 
he has done as much if not more for Mt. Pleasant and vicinity than any one 
man. H e  is now a member of the local school board. and he was on the first 
board organized here, in fact, he has been on the board a good deal of the 
time since, and he has done much to promote the cause of education here. 

As a counselor Mr. Fancher is guarded in his expression of opinions. 
cautious in arriving at  .conclusions, wary, painstaking, and always seeking to  
ascertain the true knowledge of the cause before the administration of advice. 
or the commencement of action. He is self-possessed and cool in the trial- 
acts of the court room, not easily excited or  irritated. conducting the proceed- 
ings with a fairness to  all parties concerned. His frankness and courtesy to 
the court and to  his colleagues at  the bar causes all of his professional rela- 
tions to  be of a most pleasant character. His plea before a jury is logical, 
earnest, convincing and often truly eloquent, as are his public addresses. H e  
is profoundly versed in the law and keeps abreast of modem thought and in- 
vestigation, in latest decisions and in all the intricate working of jurisprudence. 
He is a good reasoner and tactician, interprets the strategy of antagonists, and 
aims to read the inscriptions on the reverse side of the legal proposition. I-le 
is resolute, tenacious, strong, self-reliant, and even defiant, if necessary, when 
aroused and pushed into action. He is a pungent, keen and cogent cross- 
examiner. As an advocate he is direct, incisive, forcible and convincing; is 
possessed of a vigorous, virile, common-sense intellect. H e  goes to a trial in- 
trenched in the facts and the law, and drives his facts to the court and jury, 
seemingly forgetting himself in pursuing the facts. Personally he is a gentle- 
man of unblemished reputatiun and the strictest integrity, and his private char- 
acter and important trusts have always been above reproach., H e  is a wide 
reader and he has the courage of his convictions upon all subjects which he  . 
investigates. H e  is a man of the people, cosmopolitan in his ideas, and in 
the best sense of the word a type of that strong American manhood, which 
commands and retains respect because of inherent merit, sound sense and cor- 
rect conduct. H e  has a state-wide reputation and is one of the leading citi- 
zens of the commonwealth, having so impressed his individuality upon ail 
classes as to win their confidence and esteem and has become a strong and 
influential power in leading them to high and noble things. 
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FRANCIS BONE. 

This prosperous farmer and gallant ex-soldier is a native of Ireland, 
where he was born in the month of April, 1845. When he was three years 
old, his parents immigrated to the United States and settled a t  Geneva. New 
York, removing three years later to Wayne county, Michigan, where Francis 
spent his boyhood and received his education. His father dying the mean- 
while, he chose his own guardian, under whose directions he continued until 
eighteen years of age when he tendered his services to the government by 
enlisting in Company E, Twenty-seventh Michigan Infantry. I t  was not long 
after entering the army until he was at  the front rendering valiant service for 
his adopted country and during the three years he was in the South he took 
part in some of the most noted campaigns and battles of the Civll war. Mr. 
Bone's regiment was in the Eastern department and saw much hard service 
during the Virginia and Knoxville campaigns. In  the bloody battle a t  
Spottsylvania Court House he received a painful wound in the left shoulder. 
and from May 12th until the following November he was an inmate of the 
Campbell Hospital, Washington, D. C., receiving treatment for his injury. 
When sufficiently recovered he rejoined his regiment and from that time until 
the cessation of hostilities, did his duty faithfully and well and earned an hon- 
orab!e record as a soldier. H e  was honorably discharged at Washington, 
D. C., on Xovember 9. 1864. and returned home. 

In  October, 1866, Mr. Bone came to Isabella county and spent the greater 
part of the ensuing six years in Broomfield township. H e  drove a team for 
some time and did any other kiiid of labor to which he could turn his hands 
and later worked on the Muskegon river, and for seven or eight winter seasons 
was employed in ~ a r i o u s  l ~ ~ m b e r  camps, in the meantime assisting in the 
construction of a state road. About 188; he homesteaded eighty acres in 
Coldwater township, which he cleared and improved in due time and on xhich 
he stiii iives, the iiieaiit\hik adding to his holdings 2t inten-a!s lvr.ti! he now 
oans three h e  farm> of eight) acres each. a!: iii a high state =i c::!tirltior. 
and well improved. 

As a fzrmer Mr. Bone is energetic and progressive, ranking among the 
most successful men of his calling in the county, and he also stands high as 
an intelligent and public-spirited citizen. H e  manifests a commendable in- 
terest in everything that tends t o  advance the community along material 
lines lends his influence to all laudable measures for the general welfare, and 
in private life, as in his relations with his fellow men, his integrity has never 
been questioned nor his charwter impeached. H e  is a member of the Grand 
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Army of the Republic, Post IG, a t  Everett, Michigan, in which he has held 
every office within the gift of the organization, besides taking a leading part 
in the general deliberations of the body. H e  is also an Odd Fellow, a mem- 
ber of  the Grange and his rame likewise adorns the records of the Sons of 
Veterans, in all of which he is a zealous and influential member. 

Mr. Bone's wife was formerly Minerva Powell, of Athens county, Ohio. 
She has borne him the following children: Patrick, who married Rose Beecher 
and lives in Coldwater township; Mary, now Mrs. William Valentine, lives 
in Osceoia county, Michigan; Empson lives in Coldn-ater township, his wife 
prior to her marriage having been Maud Huffman: Louise is unmarried and at 
home; John is also a member of the home circle, and Maud, wife of Frank 
Holmes, lives in the town of Clare, this state. 

GILBERT JOHNSON. 

For a number of years the subject of this sketch has ranked among the 
leading citizens of Isabella county and in the township of his residence he 
occupies a place second in importance to none of his contemporaries. No 
other resident of the community has been so actively identified with its deveL 
opment and progress, and none has so indelibly impressed his personality upon 
the minds of the people or  exercised so potent an influence in directing and 
controlling public affairs. Gilbert Johnson, lumberman, farmer and business 
man, was born in New York in 1845 and spent his early life in his native 
state. In 1870 he went to East Saginaw, Michigan, where he engaged in ium- 
bering, and during the ensuing six years did well in that city, besides acquir- 
ing considerable reputation as a discreet and highly honorable business man. 
Disposing of his interests in East Saginav in 1876, he came to  IsabeIIa county 
and, in partnership with his brother and Mr. Pettibone, purchased fifteen 
hundred acres of land in Coldwater township, upon which during the ten 
years following they cut the timber and did an extensi\.e and very iucratix-e 
lumber business there and elsewhere. 

At the expiration of the time indicated, Mr. Johnson discontinued 1~1111- 
bering to engage in merchardising with hisb,rother, the two opening a gen- 
eral grocery store a t  what is now Sherman City, which they conducted as 
partners until the subject purchased his brother's interest, after which he ran 
the establishment with encouraging success until 1903, when he sold his stock 
and retired from business. - H e  is still one of the largest owners of real estate 
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in the county, his holdings in the township of Sherman and Coldwater 
amounting to over seven hundred acres, two hundred and forty of which are 
in cultivation. The improved land, which is largely devoted to the raising of 
hay, he rents to other parties and since the illness of his wife. who is now a 
confirmed invalid, he has been gradually winding up his business interests. 
with the object in view of permanently discontinuing all participation in active 
life. Mr. Johnson has long k e n  prominent as a local politician and, as a 
Republican leader in Is~bella county, has made his influence felt in making 
platforms and formulating and directing the policies of his party in this part 
of the state. He has been a delegate to several district and state conventions. 
where his judicious counsel and leadership have had weight and his judgment, 
which is frequently consulted in local affairs. has seldom been at fault. He is 
a widely known and deservedly popular citizen, prominent in all matters hav- 
ing for their object the material advancement of his township and county. 
and in his immediate community no man is more highly esteemed or enjoys in 
greater degree the confidence of his neighbors and fellow citizens. He was 
formerly an active and influential member of the Masonic fraternity, but of 
recent years has taken but little part in the deliberations of the order, al- 
though manifesting its principles in his relations with others, as well as in his 
daily life and conduct. 

Mr. Johnson was united in marriage with Clara Dotson, a lady of 
marked personality and, like himself, possessing many sterl~ng qual~t~es of 
mind and heart. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have no children, but shortly after 
their marriage they adopted a young orphan girl whom they raised as their 
own daughter, and who is now the wife of E. Cameron, a sketch of whom ap- 
pears elsewhere in these pages. They also opened their hearts and home to 
an adopted son, Willonby Knapp, who remained with them until his twenty- 
first year, when he engaged in the drug business at Saginaw, where he is now 
the head of one of the leading establishments of the kind in the city and doing 
well. 

OREN W. JOHNSON. 

The gentleman of whom the biographer writes in this connection is 
one of the oldest citizens of Isabella county, there having been fewer than 
thirty permanent settlers here when he arrived, forty-eight years ago. He 
has seen the country developed, from a wilderness into one of the most pros- 
perous counties of the state and to the extent of his ability has contributed to 
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bring about conditions that now obtain. Oren Johnson is a native of Pennsyl- 
vania and oldest in a family of six children whose parents were Lewis and 
Elizabeth Johnson. The father was born at Pine Hill, New York, the mother 
in Crawford county, Pennsylvania, their deaths occurring in the years 1872 
and 1867 respectively. The following are the names of the children born to this 
couple: Sarah, who married Steven Humphrey, both deceased; George H. 
lives in Oakland county, Michigan; Nancy, wife of Maffot McGinis, of 
Mackinac, this state; Mahala married G. Goodman and lives in Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania; James Lewis, a resident of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; 
Oren W., of this review. 

Oren W. Johnson was born March 28, 183j, in Crawford county, 
Pennsylvania, and when fifteen months old was taken to Michigan, the family 
making the journey to this srate principally by water and landing at Detroit. 
Leaving his wife and children in a little log hotel in that city the father 
went to Oakland &here he procured a yoke of oxen and, returning after an 
absence of two weeks, moved his family to the latter place. The subject 
grew to maturity in Oakland county and remained in that part of the state 
until about the year 1862, when he came to Isabella county, which has since 
been his home. 

As already indicated, there were but few settlers in the county when 
he arrived and for some years he experienced the usual vicissitudes incident 
to pioneer life. With the sum of three hundred and fifty-eight dollars he 
bought forty acres of land in Chippewa township, where he now lives, a 
condition of the deal being the support of the owner of the land for a period 
of years in addition to the purchase price. This provision was faithfully 
carried out, Mr. Johnson in the meantime bend,ing his energies to the improve- 
ment of the place besides manifesting a lively interest in the settlement of his 
part of the county and the development of its resources. On April 8, 1865, 
he responded to one of the last cans for volunteers to help put down the Re- 
be!!im, biut the war ending within a short time. he saw no active service, re- 
ceiring his discharge at Nashville. Tennessee. the same gear, after which 
he returned home and resumed his labors as a tiller of the soil. 

Mr. Jdusoii h s  a fine farm in excellent condition and the improvements. 
which are first class and in good condition, are among the best in the towr.- 
ship. The dwelling is commodious and comfortable, the large barn, forty by 
seventy feet in area and equipped with all the means devised by modern 
ingenuity to lighten labor. compares favorably with any other structure of 
the kind in the community, the other improvements, including two large 
sheds, a wind mill, several outbuildings, fences, drainage, etc.. adding very 
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rkterially to the value of the farm which is conceded to be one of the best 
'%f its size in Isabella county. Mr. Johnson believes in progress and, by cul- 
tivating the soil according to modern methods, seldom fails to realize abund- 
ant returns from the time and labor expended on his fields. Being in com- 
fortable circumstances, with ample means for the future, he is no longer 
obliged to labor as diligently as in former years; nevertheless, he dislikes to 
be idle, hence makes the most of his time, gives personal attention to his 
affairs and in the main is one of the busy men of his neighborhood, as well 
as one of the most contented. 

Mr. Johnson is Republican in politics, a Baptist in religion and a mem- 
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic post at  Mt. Pleasant. He is a devout 
Christian and a faithful worker in the local church which holds his men+ 
bership and among his neighbors and fellow citizens he is held in high esteem 
on account of his many estimable qualities. 

Mr. Johnson was married September 27, 1868, to Sarah Staggers. a 
native of Greene county, Pennsylvania, but who for many years had been 
living in Isabella county, Michigan. The union was blessed with two daugh- 
ters: Rena M., who. iil February, 1891, became the wife of Franklin B. 
Ripley, and Libbie E., who died February 19, 1890, being the older of the 
two. 

ROBERT NEELANDS. 

The gentleman whose name introduces this article is a c~t~zen of the 
United States by adoption, being a natibe of Peel county, Ontario, ahere 
he mas born in the year 1833. He mas reared to maturity near the place 
of his birth, received his educational training in the public schools and grew 
to manhood in close touch with nature on the farm His early experiences 
included the usual routine of labor in the fields and on arriving at the age 
to make a choice o i  a vocation he seiected agricuiture as the one best suited 
to his tastes and inclinations. 
- -  - Mr. Neelands followed his chosen calling in the land of his blrth until 

%@$-three years of age, when he disposed of his interests there and in 1877 
, ri -came to Isabella county. Michigan. and purchased one hundred acres of 
unimproved land in section 10, Isabella township, which in due time he 
cleared and put in condition for tillage. He made dl of his first improve- 
ments with his own hands and that, too. mith a common chopping ax, and 
for several years he experienced the various vicissitudes n hich usually at- 
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tend settlers in a new country, to say nothing of hardships which doubtless 
would have discouraged one of less faith and energy. By diligent applica- 
tion, however, he finally overcame such obstacles as were calculated to deter 
and dishearten and in the course of a fell- years the results of his \yell di- 
rected labors became apparent in the fine farm and substantial improvements 
which he now owns and on which he is living a prosperous and contented 
life. surrounded by the many material blessings which contribute t c  his 
comfort and ease 

Mr. Neelands' present dwelling, a substantial and commodious brick 
edifice fully supplied with modem conveniences, was erected in 1903 and 
the barn, a forty-four by sixty-six feet in size, was built fourteen years prior 
to that date. Neither pains nor expense have been spared in other improve- 
ments such as wire fencing, of which there are now three hundred and forty 
rods of the latest pattern, while the close attention given to the soil has 
greatly enhanced its productiveness, the farm at  this time ranking among the 
best in Isabella township and affording a home in which few comforts and 
conveniences are lacking. 

Mr. Xeelands is a Republican on state and national issues, but in local . 
matters votes for the best qualified candidates irrespective of party affiliations. 
H e  has a-firm and abiding faith in the Christian religion and for  a number 
of years has been a faithful and consistent member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, in which he is now serving as class leader, having formerly 
been one of the trustees. His domestic life, which was a happy one. dates 
from the year 1874, when he was united in marriage with Margaret Caesar, 
whose birth occurred in Peel county, Ontario, in 1840, the union being ter- 
minated by her death in the year 1900. Three children mere born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Neelands. namely: Leuella G., James E. and Ollie, all living 
under the parental rcof acd with their father constituting a mutually happy 
and contented household. 

THOMAS A. McGREGOR. 

The  history of Isabella county is not an ancient one. I t  is the record 
of the steady growth of a community planted in the wilderness in the last 
century and reaching its magnitude of today without other aids than those 
of a continued industry. After all, the history of any locality is but a record 
of the doings of its people. The  story of the plain, common people who con- 
stitute the moral bone and sinew of the country should ever attract the at- 
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tention and prove of interest to all true lovers of their kind. In the life 
story of Thomas A. McGregor there are no striking chapters or startling in- 
cidents, it being merely the record of a life t x e  to its highest ideals, and be- 
cause of which fact it has become a potent element in the life of the community. 
he being well and favorably known in Isabella county where he maintains a 
pleasant and attractive home and works an excellent farm. 

Mr. McGregor was born on November 3, 1859, in Ontario, Canada. 
He is the son of Robert and Isabella (Elliott) McGregor, the father born in 
Scotland, from which country he emigrated to Canada in an early day and ran 
a stage route, and there he met and married his wife. Two children were 
born to them, Thomas A.. of this review, and Robert, who is living in Fen- 
ton township, Genesee county; he married a Miss Burr. When the sub- 
ject was a child his father went into the Union army as first lieutenant of 
the Twenty-second Ohio Volunteers. and he never returned, no one knowing 
whether he was killed, lost or captured. T'he mother married again, her 
second husband being John F. Skyring, in Canada, and four children were 
born to them: Charles: Frank. of Lansing, Michigan; Belle and Emma; 
the first named and the two daughters all reside in the state of Washington. 
Mr. Skyring died in  goo at Loomis. 

Thomas A. McGregor remained in his native community two years, 
then was taken to Cleveland, Ohio, where his step-father was engaged as a 
bookkeeper, and there Thomas A. attended school. From Cleveland the 
family moved to Loomis, Wise township, Isabella county, and here Mr. Sky- 
ring engaged in the niercantile business, keeping a general store, and bought 
property there. Thomas A. continued to go to school after coming here, 
the step-father maintaining his store five years. The country was then wild; 
there were no roads and not many houses dotted the almost interminable 
expanse of woods, and there was but one mill for miles around. From 
there Mr. McGiegor went to Fenton township, Genesee county, and worked 
on a farm for seven years. When twenty-one years of age he went to South 
Dakota where he remained one summer working at farm work, then re- 
turned to Loomis, Michigan, for one year, working on the Pere Marquette 
railroad. 

On July 28, 1882, Mr. McGregor was married, while living in Loomis, 
to Lucinda Fish, daughter of David and Prudence (Havens) Fish. She was 
born on April 3, 1859, in Ontario, Canada, and moved to Isabella county 
with her parents and here met Mr. McGregor, in Loomis. One child was 
born to them, a daughter who died in infancy. 

After his marriage Mr. McGregor moved to Fenton township, Genesee 
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county, where he rented and worked a farm for three years, being fairly 
successful and laid by a competency. He then moved to Loomis and worked 
on the Pere Marquette railroad for'a year, as a member of the section gang 
He moved onto his present place of sixty-five acres in 1886, buying the same 
from William Brown of Mt. Pleasant. Mr. McGregor cleared this farm 
and it is all now under cultivation. He has placed substantial and excellent 
improvements on it, including a barn thirty-six by eighty-six feet, and a house 
tmenty-five by thirty-two feet, the latter of cobble stones, in 1909. It is 
a most attractive dwelling, beautiful in every appointment and in the midst 
of nice surroundings. His cottage is one of the most substantial and de- 
sirable homes in the vicinity. He formerly had a frame dwelling. He 
also has one of the best dug wells in the community. 

He is a m e ~ b e r  of the Grange, and politically he is a Democrat. He 
mas a highway commissioner for seven years, and township clerk for three 
years, also served as justice of the peace for three years. He has always 
been much interested in school work and for nine years has been moderator 
of his school district. Was re-elected township clerk in 1911. IS also in- 
terested in the Farmers' telephone line. helping build sixteen miles of tele- 
phone line connected with the Michigan State Company at Rosebush. In 
all these positions he discharged his duties in a most worthy manner and 
to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. He is a member and liberal sup- 
porter of the Methodist Episcopal church in Denver township. 

THOMAS WOOD. 

Among the well known citizens and successful farmers of Gilmore town- 
ship, Isabella county, is Thomas Wood, who has lived to witness great changes 
since coming here. Towns and villages have sprung up and fertile farms 
have been developed from the wilderness and the swamp, and marked progress 
has been made along educational, social and moral lines. What has been 
accomplished for the substantial benefit and material improvement of the 
county has been of much interest to Mr. Wood, and the active co-operation 
which he has given to measures for the general good is worthy of notice 
in the reckoning of what has been accomplished here. For he has always 
stood ready to do his full share in general development, and his life has 
been such as to command the respect of his fellow citizens. honest and 
ever busy. 
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Mr. Wood is a descendant of a sterling old Pennsylvania family. he 
himself having been born in the old Keystone state, the date of his advent 
being recorded as November 17, 1860, and the place as Greene county. H e  
is the son of Jesse H. and Martha (Leonard) Wood, the father born in 
Pennsylvania in December, 1838, and the mother in that state in 1842. They 
were the parents of the following children : Thomas, of this review : Walter 
died March 6, 1910; Hiram lives in Gilmore township, this county; Hannah, 
Edward, and Henry are also living in Gilmore township, Isabella county; 
Effie lives in Shepherd, Michigan; Jesse lives in California. 

Thomas Wood was brought by his parents from Greene county. Penn- 
sylvania, t o  Coe township, Isabella county, Michigan, when he was five years 
of age, remaining there about four years. Then his father moved to sec- 
tion 34, Gilmore township, and homesteaded a farm of eighty acres. nhich 
his son, Thomas, helped clear and improve, remaining there until he n a s  
twenty-one years of age. H e  then bought his present place of eighty acres, 
for which he paid six hundred and forty dollars. I t  was first growth timber 
land and had no buildings c r  other important improvements on it, but Mr. 
Wood was always a hard worker and he soon had the place under a high state 
of improvcrnent, which he has continued to develop, and it is now well worth 
the sum of eight thousand dollars. He cleared the entire tract and built 
a substantial and cozy home, two stories, sixteen by twenty-six feet, and lived 
there until three years ago. He now owns one hundred and fifty acres. one 
hundred and ten acres in one tract and forty acres nearby; besides his 
eighty acres, which is under a high state of cultivation, the land is mostly 
in pasture and not cleared to a great extent. His eighty acres are well 
drained, having on it seven hundred yards of tile, and other tile is being 
laid. H e  makes cement tile for others. He erected a substantial cement 
block house in 1907, in two parts, each sixteen by twenty-six feet. one and 
one-half stories. and has a splendid cellar. In  1906 he built a convenient 
and substantial barn, forty-four by sixty-four feet, with a basement. His 
place is well fenced and improved in an up-to-date manner. H e  has been 
very successful as a farmer, having started in with nothing, and he has made 
what he has unaided. 'He has a small orchard of fine fruit, and his entire 
place presents a splendid appearance, showing that a gentleman of excellent 
tastes and good judgment has its management in hand. H e  is a general 
farmer and stock raiser. H e  is familiar with pioneer life in all of its trials 
and vicissitudes, having worked in the w-oods ten or  twelve winters upon 
coming t o  this county. 

Politically Mr. Wood is a Republican. Although he has never sought 
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offices and cares little for them, he has held a number of minor local offices, 
but always in a very faithful manner. H e  is influential In the community 
and has a host of friends wherever he is known. 

Mr. Wood was married May 9, 1887, to Mary E. Mount, daughter of 
Benjamin P. and Adeline @%) Mount. Her father was a pioneer of this 
county, having been clerk 6f Is'abella county and several times supervisor of 
Gilmore township; he is still living. Mrs. Wood n a s  born June 17, 1863, 
and was one of a family'of nine children, four of whom are deceased. Two 
sons have been born of this marriage: Walter E., born March 3, 1888, 
2nd Alvin C., born Octoljer 18, 1892, both still at  home helping o n  the farm. 

CECIL W. ALLEN 

Prominent among the successful farmers and influential citizens of Isa- 
bella county is C. W. Allen, of Coldwater township, a representative of an 
old and esteemed family that came to Michigan in 1854, and for some years 
was identified with the section of country in which the subject lives. Philip 
P. Allen, father of the subject, was born April 21, 1829. in Delaware county, 
New York, married, July 22, 1850, Mary Sawtelle, who bore him tmo chil- 
dren: George H.. whose sketch appears elsewhere, and Ozema, who lives 
in California. Some time after the death of this wife, Mr. -4llen contracted 
a marriage with Emma Bellows, who was born in Marshall, Michigan, Jan- 
uary 25, 1846. This union was blessed with four children. namely: Claude 
W., born February 5, 1864. married Addie Tombs and lives in Missaukee 
county; Cecil W., of this review, who was born October I, 1871, in Gratiot 
county, this state; Tessie, born June 2, 1877, is now the wife of Thomas 
Copping, of Bay Shore, Charle~oix county, and Rexford, of Coldwater town- 
ship, who married Nellie Fackler, and is by occupation a farmer. Philip P. 
Allen was a man of intelligence and influence and during his residence in 
Isabella county, of which he became a citizen in 1884, took an active part 
in public affairs. In  politics he was a local leader of the Democratic party 
and in religion belonged with his wife to  the church of the Seventh-day 
Adventists. He was a farmer all his life and died December 15, 1908, re- 
spected by the entire community. 

Cecil W. Allen spent his  childhood and youth on his father's farm in 
Gratiot county, received a fair education in the public schools and when about 
fourteen years old m v e d  with his parents to Isabella county, since which 
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time his life has been closely identified with the history of the township of 
which he is now an honored resident. On attaining his majority he began 
life for himself as a tiller of the soil, which vocation he has' ince  followed 
with success and financial profit, being now classed with the leading citizens 
and agriculturists and stock raisers of his township, owning a fine farm of 
one hundred acres on which are some of the best improvements in the com- 
munity. His land, which is well drained by tiling, is admirably adapted 
to farming and stock raising, and it is to the latter that Mr. Allen has 
devoted the greater part of his attention during the past four years. 

Carrie White, to whom Mr. Allen was united in marriage in 1892, was 
born in Rochester, New York, on the 5th day of November, 1869. Her 
father, Edward White, also a native of that state, was born October 12, 
18126, and married in his young manhood Jennie E. Quick, who was born 
June 27, 1846, in Michigan. About 1889 these parents moved frofn Cal- 
houn county to the county of Isabella and located in Coldwater township, 
where they spent the remainder of their lives, Mrs. White dying November 
18, 1893, her husband on the nd day of June, 1910. Mr. White was a 
farmer and a public spirited and exemplary citizen. In early life he was 
active in his support of the'Democratic party. later became a Greenbacker 
and a few years previous to his death accepted the principles of Socialism. 
He was born and brought up under the gentle and wholesome influence of 
the Society of Friends and throughout life exemplified in his daily wa!k 
and conversation the principles which govern this excellent religious sect. 
He was prominent in the affairs of his township and county, assisted in 
furthering all charitable and humanitarian projects and his influence was ever 
on the right side of moral issues and reforms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen have three children: Vera, born September 5, 
1892; Ozema, November 24, IYI,  and Donald, whose birth occurred on the 
2d day of October, 1907. 

HARRY M. VVETZEL. 

Among the successfd business men of the thriving town of Shepherd. 
Harry M. Wetzel holds a deservedly conspicuous place and as a man and 
citizen he is no less prominent and influential, as is indicated by the interest 
he manifests in the public welfare at large. Mr. Wetzel is a native of Stark 
county, Ohio, and the second of three children whose parents were Lewis 
F. and Ellen (Breninger) Wetzel. the father born May 20, 1848, in Stark 
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county, Ohio, and the mother on the 17th day of April, 1852, in Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio. Myrtle V. Wetzel, the oldest child of this couple, lives on 
the family homestead in Coe township; Grace G., the third in order of birth 
and, like her sister, unmarried, lives at the same place also, and Harry M., 
who is the second of the family, first saw the light of day on April 7, 1879. 
Lewis F. Wetzel moved to Isabella county in 1887 and settled on the farm 
in Coe township where he spent the remainder of his life, dying April 19, 
-1904, his wife preceding him to the grave in the month of September, 1901. 

Harry M. Wetzel spent his early life amid the active duties of the 
farm and at the proper age entered the public schools of Coe township, 
where he made rapid advancement in his studies, the training thus secured 
being afterwards supplemented by a course in the normal school at Mt. 
Pleasant, from which he was graduated with an honorable record in 1902. 
With a mind well disciplined by scholastic training, he turned his attention 
to educational work and during the ensuing two years taught school in the 
country, following which he was elected principal of the high school of 
Maple Rapids. After filling the latter position three years and earning a 
creditable reputation as a capable and painstaking instructor, he became prin- 
cipal of the schools of Shepherd, his pedagogical experience terminating 
with his second year in that town. Mr. Wetzel achieved much morc ' h i  

local repute as an educator and had he seen fit to make teaching his life work 
it is the opinion of many that he \vould soon have forgec! to the front among 
the educators of the state. Not being' satisfied with the insufficient salary 
which the profession commanded, however, he refused further positions, to 
engage in a more satisfactory and remunerative calling; accordingly, after 
his marriage in the year 1909, he formed a partnership with H. E. Walton 
in the hardware business, which line of trade he has since conducted with 
most encouraging success in the town of Shepherd. . 

Mr. Wetzel's brief career in the mercantile business has been eminently 
creditable and satisfactory and the establishment with which he is connected 
has grown into one of the largest and best conducted hardw\;are hcuses ir 
the county, the stock being full and complete and requiring the two commo- 
dious rooms now used to be handled, to advantage. He gives close attention 
to every detail of the business, foresees with remarkable accuracy the future 
outcome of present action, hence makes his purchases with care and judg- 
ment and thus far has realized handsomely from the enterprise to which 
his time and attention are being devoted. 

Mr. Wetzel's marriage, to which reference is made in the preceding 
paragraph, was solemnized with Mildred hilurtha. 11-hose birth occurred in 

( 3 5 )  
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this county on the 16th of May, 1884, her parents k i n g  Stephen and 
Catherine Murtha, of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in these pages. In 
social life as well as in his business relations Mr. Wetzel, although a young 
man, wields a strong influence and his position as one of the leading public 
spirited citizens of the community is recognized by all and duly appreciated. 
His integrity is unswerving and his character above reproach. these and other 
equally admirable attributes constituting important assets in a personality 
which is destined to fi!l a still larger place in business circles and the world 
of affairs as the years come and go. In his fraternal relations he is a Xason, 
belonging to Lodge No. z88 at Shepherd to the interests and welfare of 
which he gives no little time and attention. 

ALFRED G. HOUSE. 

The subject of this review is a son of George and Elizabeth (Chancellor) 
House and dates his birth from the year 1855, having first seen the light of 
day in Somersetshire, England, where his parents were also born and reared. 
When seven years of age he was brought to America and during rhe six 
years ensuing lived in Canada, removing with the family at  the expiration 
of that period to Monroe county. Michigan. where he remained until his 
parents transferred their residence to the county of Isabella in 1879. In 
the meantime he attended school as opportunities afforded and from the time 
he was old enough labored in the woods and fields and while still a mere 
youth became familiar with all kinds of rugged labor on the farm. On 
coming to Isabella county he helped clear and develop the home place in 
isabeila township, later engaging in the pursuit of agriculture upon his own 
responsibility. In 1885 he was united in marriage with Fidelia Yager, whose 
birth occurred August 3, 1866. Henry and Belmira (Manning) Yager, the 
pzre~ts  of Mrs House, were born in the years 1828 and 1819, respectively, 
the latter dying in 1892, the former, who is still living, making h ~ s  home in 
Isabella township. 

Mr. House's first purchase of real estate consisted of forty acres of 
woodland in section 18, of the above township, and in due time he cleared 
and reduced it to cultivation, besides adding a number of improvements from 
time to time. He subsequently added to his original purchase until he now 
owns one hundred and sixty acres of fine land in one of the most produc- 
tive agricultural districts of the county, all but fifteen acres in cultivation 
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and improved with excellent buildings and fine wire fencing of the most 
approved kind. His residence, a substantial brick edifice, containing all 
the modern improvements and conveniences with which such structures are 
usually equipped, was erected in 1903 and is among the most comfortable 
and attractive homes in the township; the barn, built five years previous, is 
a large and commodious structure, being in dimensions forty-four by sixty 
feet, with stone basement, and admirably adapted to such uses as it is in- 
tended to su'bserve. 

Like most enterprising and progressive tillers of the soil, Mr. House 
raises considerable live stock of the finer breeds, including biooded horses, 
of which he now has eight head, a flock of fifty-six sheep, and his cattle, 
which average from eighteen to twenty-five head, are among the finest animals 
of the kind in the neighborhood and represent no small -amount of capital. 
Fraternally, Mr. House is a member of the Grange and as such takes an 
active interest not only in the social features of the order. but in all means 
for the advancement of farming, being a careful student of agricultural 
science and a believer in the honor of his calling. In his political affiliations 
he is a Republican, but has no ambition to gratify in the direction of office 
seeking, being content with the plain, simple life of an American citizen, 
which in point of dignity he considers second to no other vocation or  pro- 
fession. 

Mr. and Mrs. House are the parents of three chi!dren, whose names are 
as follows: Elmer, born February 29, 1896; Oliver, born October 20, 1898, 
and Hazel, who was born on July 16, 1902. 

LOUIS LAPEARL. 

Among the large land owners and successful farmers of Isabella county 
the subject of this sketch occupies a deservedly conspicuous place. In con- 
nection with agriculture he carries on quite a large business buying timber 
and manufacturing it into lumber, buys and sells wood upon quite a n  ex- 
tensive scale, besides loaning money and dealing in real estate. Louis Lapearl 
belongs to the large Canadian ontingent which constitutes such an important 
part of the population of Michigan, having. been born in Ontario, on June 
18, 1857. H e  spent his boyhood and received his education in his native 
county and remained there until eighteen years old. when he came to Michigan 
and during the ensuing six years worked as a farm hand near Farmington, in 
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the county of Oakland. In December, 1886, he came to Isabella county 
and purchased forty acres of land in section 17, Nottawa township, which 
he at  once proceeded to clear and reduce to cultivation. a task of no little 
magnitude, the land being heavily wooded and interspersed with a dense 
undergrowth. With his characteristic industry and energy, however, he was 
not long in fitting the greater part of the tract for tillage and a little later 
he added to his original purchase by buying other land in the vicinity. 

Without following in detail Mr. Lapearl's struggles and successes, su6ce 
it to say that in due time his efforts were abundantly rewarded. as he soon 
became one of the leading farmers of his township, besides purchasing at  
intervals additional land there and in other parts of the county. He made 
splendid improvements in the way of buildings, fences, etc., brought his place 
to a high state of cultivation and everything to which he turned his hand ap- 
peared to prosper. The reputation which he early earned of being one of the 
most progressive and successful agriculturists of Isabella county he still sus- 
tains, and he is also among its most enterprising and well-to-do men of affairs. 
By well drected industry and judicious management he has accun~ulated suffi- 
cient of material wealth to make him independent, owning at the present 
time seven hundred and eighty acres of excellent land in the townships of 
Sherman and Nottawa, three hundred of which are in cultivation and highly 
improved and, as already indicated, constituting one of the finest and most 
valu&le farms in the county. -4s stated in a preceding paragraph, his entire 
time is not given to agriculture, as he devotes considerable attention to the 
buying and selling of timber, lumber and wood, a line of bminess which 
has been very profitable and which is steadily growing in magnitude and 
importance. In addition to his farming and timber interests, he deals quite 
extensively in real estate, in which he has acquired a large and lucrative 
patronage, and also does a very satisfactory business loaning money. 

Mr. Lapearl is a man of sound practical sense, discreet tact, and his 
judgment is such that he is seldom if ever at fault in forecasting the future 
mtcemp ef present plans and actions. His financial success has made him 
one of the solid men of his township and county, at the same time he mani- 
fests commendable interest in public affairs and is ever ready to co-operate 
with his fel!ow citizens in promoting the general welfare of the community. 
Mr. Lapearl 11-as happily married to Anna Wixom, who was born August 
31, 1860, in Oakland county, Michigan, where her parents, John R. and 
Rhoda (Jaceway) Wixom, had long resided. Her father. whose birth oc- 
curred on the 19th of September, 1828. was the second white child born in 
Farmington township of the above county; he was a farmer by occupation 
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and an excellent and praiseworthy citizen and his death. on the agd of De- 
cember, I@, was greatly deplored by all who knew him. Mrs. Rhoda 
Wixom was born February 3, 1833, in Elmira, New York, and departed 
this life on July 30, 1903. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lapearl have three children whose names are as follom-s: 
Fred, born March 18, 1882, married Miss Minnie Tracey and lives on the 
family homestead which he now manages. Bertha, whose birth occurred 
on the 17th day of August, 1883, is the wife of Charles Bamber and lives 
in Detroit; Violet C., the youngest of the family, was born May 10, 1893, 
and departed this life May 29, 1 9 1 .  Joseph Lapearl, the subject's father, 
was born in Canada in the year 1820 and when a young man married 
Josephine Leger, also a native of that country. He was called to his eternal 
rest in 1895, being survived by his wife who is still living. 

JASON H. STRUBLE. 

The gentleman whose name introduces this sketch is a native of Ohio, 
born in the town of Primrose, Williams county, on July 18. 1862, being a 
son of Henry and Eliza (Wickham) Struble, the former born in Knox 
(now Morrow) county. that state. November 18. 1 8 - 1 ~  the latter in Eng- 
land on the 30th day of June, 1834. Henry Struble came to Michigan 
June 2, 1868, and engaged in general merchandising at Salt River, where 
he carried on a good business for about five years, removing at the expira- 
tion of that time to a farm in Coe township, where he lived itl 
honorable retirement until his death, which occurred February 7, 1911. He 
was twice married, the first time in 1848 to Rebecca Murphy, who was born 
in 1830, and died in 1854, after bearing her husband two children, a daughter, 
Zilla Ann, who was born September 10, 1850, in Fuiton county, Ohio, and 
who was married November 19, 1868, to Julius Conklin, of Coe township; 
Nathaniel W., the second in order of birth, first saw the light of day in 
the same county and state on the 22d day of September, 1852. H e  married 
Nettie T. Allen January 18, 1880, and at  this time lives in the village of 
Shepherd. 

Eliza Wick;?-, the second wife of ,Henry Struble, to whom he was 
married January 14, 1858, bore him four children and departed this life 
in the village of Shepherd August 26, 1906, the following being the names 
of her offspring: Sarah M.. born Xovember 14, 1858, married George 
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Murtha July I ,  1876, and resides in Mt. Pleasant; Jason H.. the subject 
of this sketch, is the second of the number; Albert G., born in Ohio, 
October I, 1864, married Jennie Morris, and lives in the village of Shep- 
herd; Kenneth E. (see sketch on another page of this work) was born in 
West Unity, Ohio, November 17, 1867, and at  the present time lives in 
Isabella county, throughout which he has become widely and favorably known. 

Jason H. Struble was six years old n hen his father moved to Isabella 
county and since June, 1868, his life has been very closely identified with 
the growth and development of the township of which he is now an hon- 
ored resident. H e  received his educational training in the schools of Coe 
township, but discontinued his studies at the age of fourteen and began work 
as a salesman in a general store. On  attaining his majority he began busi- 
ness for himself in partnership with his brother, N. W. Struble, the firm 
thus constituted lasting until 1892, when he purchased the latter's interest 
and became sole proprietor of one of the largest and best arranged mer- 
cantile establishments in the village of Shepherd, to which place the stock 
was transferred in 1887 from the old town known as Salt River. This more 
was made on account of the railway advantages and other facilities, and 
since the subject took charge of the store the business has gronn rapidly 
in volume and importance until he no\\ carries the largest and best stock 
of goods in the town, including all kinds of dry goods, boots, shoes, notions, 
clothicg, furnishing goods, etc , indeed el e q  thing that can be found ir, a 
first class general mercantile establishment for which there is any demand. 
By close attention to business and by consulting the wishes of his customers 
he has built up an extensive and far-reaching patronage and, as already in- 
dicated, he now occupies a conspicuous place among the leading merchants 
of the county and enjoys much more than local repute in the commercial 
circles of his part of the state. In  connection with his mercantile enterprise 
he has been identified with the financial interests of his town since 1908. at 
which time he ptirchased stock in the Central State Savings Bank of Shep- 
herd, z ~ d  wzs mzde vice-president of the institntioq which p ; t i o g  <till 
holds, being also a mem~ber of the board of directors. Possessing business 
ability of a high order, he has contributed greatly to the success of the bank 
and helped make it one of the most popular institutions of the kind in the 
county, its continued advancement and the important place it holds in public 
favor being largely attributed t o  his foresight and management. H e  is also 
interested in the Winn Banking Company at the town of Winn, this state. 
being one of the leading stockholders and an influential factor in promoting 
the success which the institution now enjoys. 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 551 

Mr. Struble is identified with the Masonic fraternity and has filled all 
the offices within the gift of Salt River Lodge No. 288, to which he belongs. 
H e  is also an active worker in the Knights of Maccabees Tent at  Shepherd, - 
which from time to time has honored him with important official positions, 
and in politics he supports the principles of the Republican party. 

Mr. Struble is a kind and affable gentleman of pleasing address and at- 
tractive personality, and it is not too much to say that no man in the com- 
munity enjoys a larger measure of public confidence or stands higher in the 
esteem of the populace. His integrity is inflexible. his character above re- 
proach and his relations wi th  his fellow men have always been characterized 
by a high sense of honor, which qualities, with others equally commendable, 
have made him quite popular and earned for him an influential place among 
the leading citizens of his day and generation in the place of his residence. 

Mr. Struble, on January 2, 1888, contracted a matrimonial alliance with 
Lola L. Upton, who lyas born September 6. ~ 8 6 6 .  in Coe township, Isabella 
county, where her parents, J. J. and Wealthy Upton. now residing at Shep- 
herd, settled a number of years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Struble have a beautiful 
and attractive home in the town and move in the best circles of the com- 
munity, their marriage being without issue. 

WILLIAM L. DIBBLE. 

This representative business man and popular citizen is a native of Liv- 
ingston county, Michigan. where he was born on the 12th day of January. 
1854. At the tender age of five years death deprived him of a father's 
care and guidance and four years later his mother remarried, after which 
event he remained at home until his thirteenth year. when he began earn- 
ing his own livelihood as a farm laborer. During the nine years ensuing. 
he lived with H. S. Ridmund. to nhom he is indebted for his training in 
the upright, manly course which he has ever pursued. At the expiration 
of the period indicated he chose for himself a wife and helpmeet in the person 
of Estella Webster, an excellent young lady to whom he was united in the 
holy bonds of wedlock in the year 1880. In 1889 he moved to Shepherd, 
where he has since resided, spending the following ten years as a drayman, 
which business he found fairly successful and enabled him to lay aside some 
means with the object in view of engaging in a more remunerative enter- 
prise. Accordingly, in 1896 he effected a co-partnership in the hay and grain 
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business with H. D. Bent, the firm thus established building up a large and 
lucrative trade in the above lines, in addition to which Mr. Dibble also began 
dealing quite extensively in coal and ice, which in due time returned him a 
handsome income and won for him a conspicuous place among the leading 
business men of the town. 

The firm of Dibble & Bent has continued to the present time with a very 
successful patronage and the subject still owns the large coal yard \\ hich he 
formerly operated in connection with the ice business, but which for some 
time past he has rented to other parties. Additional to the business to which 
his attention is specially directed, he is identified with various other enter- 
prises of a private and public nature, among the latter being the Commercial 
State Bank of Shepherd, in which he is a large stockholder, also a member 
of the board of directors, and during the past six p a r s  he has filled the re- 
sponsible position of town marshal. -4s a guardian of the peace he is watch- 
ful and alert, fearless in checking all attempts at lawlessness, and so ably 
and impartially has he discharged the duties of his office that his name has 
becomes a terror to evil-doers and the criminal classes, who, some years ago so 
numerous, now find it convenient to give the town a wide berth. He also 
served as treasurer of Coe township, and while holding this position proved 
a judicious custodian of one of the people's important trusts, performing 
all of his official functions with credit to himself and to the satisfaction 
of the public and earning a record second to that of none of his predecessors. 

Mr. Dibble is a Democrat and while interested in the success of his 
party and ready to make any reasonable sacrifice in behalf of its principles 
and candidates, he is by no means narrow or prejudiced in his views, accord- 
ing everyone the same right of opinion which he claims for himself. In 
party councils his jud-pent is always respected and his advice carries weight, 
and in the conventions, which he invariably attends as a delegate. his in- 
fluence has had much to do in drafting resolutions, making platforms and 
formulating and directing policies. Mr. Dibble is a man of broad hurnani- 
tarian principles and nothing appeals to him with greater force or is as sure 
of enlisting his sympathy and generosity a s  a tale of suffering or duress. 
He is known far and wide on account of his kindness to the sick, no night be- 
ing too dark and no weather too inclement to keep him from the bedside of 
suffering, where his genial presence at  once begets confidence and his words 
of cheer seldom fail to arouse encouragement. Standing for law and order 
and believing in reducing evil to the lowest possible minimum, he aids and 
abets all measures for the moral advancement of the community and has ever 
tried to realize within his own personality his highest ideals of manhood and 
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citizenship. Not only is he deeply interested in the material progress of his 
town and county, but all worthy measures for the intellectual, social and 
moral welfare of his fellow men arouse his interest, such as the various 
secret fraternal orders for which he has always manifested profound regard. 
He is an active and influential member of Salt River Lodge No. 288, Free and 
Accepted hIasons, Coe Lodge No. 239. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
in which he has passed all the chairs, and to him belongs the honor of having 
been the first candidate in Hive No. 232, Knights of the Maccabees, in the 
town of Shepherd. 

Mr. Dibble's first wife, who bore him no children, departed this life 
in 1899, and the following year he was united in marriage with Maud Ray- 
mond, of Pleasant Valley, Midland county, this union resulting in the birth 
of two children, Francis and Harold, aged eight and six years, respectively. 
In December, 1906, the death angel again entered the home of Mr. Dibble 
and removed from thence his devoted wife, leaving him a second time be- 
reaved. Animated by a strong and living faith in Him who doeth all things 
well, he bore up manfully under his sorrows, cheered by the thought of 
ultimate reunion with the loved and lost in a world where all tears shall 
be wiped away and partings be no more. 

In his religious views Mr. Diblble is a Methodist and as such has long 
been active in the work of the local church to which he belongs, besides 
contributing liberally to spread the gospel at home and abroad. He has 
served the church at  Shepherd in various official capacities, holding at the 
present time the positions of trustee and treasurer. 

REV. ALEXAWDER FRANCIS ZUGELDER. 

The beloved pastor of St. Pldo~nena's Roman Catholic church in Yotta~va 
township and one of the popular priests of the diocese of Grand Rapids, 
was born January 6. 1869, in Konigheim, Baden, Germany, and spent the 
early part of his life in the land of his nativity. He was primarily educated 
in the gymnasium schools of Baden, where he pursued his studies until his 
nineteenth year, when he came to the United States and during the four 
years ensuing attended St. Francis Seminary, Milwaukee, following which 
he finished his theological studies after one year i:: the Grand Seminary at  
Montreal. 

Father Zugelder was ordained priest at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 
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June 29, 1893, and immediately thereafter entered upon his first pastorate 
a t  Cadillac where he labored with great acceptance for a period of eighteen 
months, at the expiration of nhich time he was transferred to Provemont, 
this state, where he ministered to the spiritual wants of a growing c h ~ ~ r c h  
during the ensuing four years. From the latter place he went to  Eeaver 
Island, where he spent six very useful years, and then came to his present 
field of labor in Isabelia county, where, since 1905. he has been pastor of 
St. Philomena's church, one of the leading Catholic organizations of central 
Michigan and the largest church of any denomination in the county outside 
of Mt. Pleasant. 

When Father Zugelde~ took charge of the work in Nottawa township 
he found the parish in an embryo state and no house of worship for the con- 
gregation. H e  at  once turned his attention to the remedying o i  this ill con- 
ditioned state of affairs and by skillful leadership and abie financial nianage- 
ment soon succeeded in arousing his flock to an appreciation of their needs and 
to prepare them for the enterprise which he had in view. The old building 
having been struck by lightmng and burned the year previous to his arrival, 
he at once inaugurated a movement to erect a temple of worship more in keep- 
ing wlth the growth of the parish and the advancement of the community. 
In clue time work on the new edifice began and being pushed forward as 
rapidly as circumstances would adm~t ,  it was not long until the present im- 
posicg temple. fifty-t\\o by one hundred and tn-enty-eight feet in dimensions, 
constructed entirely of the finest granite with steel ceiling and absolutely fire 
proof, mas finished at  a cost of twenty-five thousand dollars and formally 
dedicated to the worship of Almighty God. (For a more complete account 
of this building, see history of St. Philomena's church by the pastor in an- 
other chapter of this volume.) 

Since the completion of the building. which is acknowledged to be one of 
the finest specimens of ecclesiastical architecture in the central part of the 
state. a residence for the Sisters who teach in the parochial school haq also 
been erected. heing. like the former, a heavtifii! and svhstrmtill gr2r.ite ed+ce, 
two stories high and containing ten commodious rooms which are fully 
equipped with modern improvements and conveniences. I n  connection with his 
clerical duties, Father Zugelder has charge of the school under the auspices of 
the church, which now has an average attendance of two hundred puplls. a 
number which is constantly increasing. He is greatly beloved by his parish- 
ioners, also by the public at large, and is a most zealous worker in the cause 
of the church and as a devout and highly esteemed pastor has made his pres- 
ence and influence a power for good since taking charge of his present field. 
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Through his generosity, genial disposition, pious enthusiasm and indefatigable 
labor in behalf of his parishioners, he has won an abiding place in their affec- 
tions, besides gaining many warm friends regardless of creed, and he stands 
today a true exemplar of Christianity and the Catholic faith. Being in the 
prime of life and influence, with the greater part of his mission yet to be ac- 
complished, it is eminently fitting to predict for him a long and brilliant future 
in the noble work to  which his time and talents are being devoted. 

- EMANUEL CROTSER. 

Conspicuous among the prosperous farmers and public spirited men in 
the township honored by his citizenship is the uell-known and highly esteemed 
gentleman whose career is briefly recorded in the following lines. -4nthony 
Crotser, the subject's father, was born in Ohio in 1817, and died in Michigan 
in 1865; the mother, who prior to her marriage was Rebecca Fritz and a 
native of the same state as her husband, was born in 1830, and departed 
this life in Kalamazoo county, Michigan, in the year 1896. Emanuel Crot- 
ser, m hose birth occurred in Portage county, Ohio. November 2 ,  1857, spent 
his early life in Kalamazoo county, \\here his parents settled when the sub- 
ject n-as quite young. His father dying v hen Erna~ue l  n a s  eight years old, 
the lad grew up under the fostering care of his mother aqd, as opportunities 
offered, attended the district schools until acquiring a pretty thorough knowl- 
edge of the common branches of learning. 

The  subject and his mother owned a farm near Croton, in the county of 
Kalamazoo, on which he lived until attaining his majority, a hen he sold his 
interest in the place and later. January 5 .  1880, purchased the forty acres 
in Isabella county t o  which he moved on August 24th of the same year, 
2nd which he still owns. In  the meantime. he chose a wife and helpmeet in 
t5e persnr of Isahe!la Kind?. of  Medina county. Ohio. who accompanied him 
to the new home in Isabella county and set up their domestic establishment 
in the month and year indicated above. Mr. Crotser at once began improv- 
ing his land and in due time had the greater part under cultivation. Subse- 
quently he increased his realty by the purchase of an adjoining forty acres, 
nhich, under his effective labors and judicious management, has also been 
improved and made productive, the farm, which non- contains eighty acres, 
ranking among the best farms of its size not only in the township. but in 
the county. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Crotser have labored to good advantage in the making of 
a home and they take a pardonable pride in the result of their efforts. A 
beautiful and imposing brick dwelling, seventeen by twenty feet, upright, 
sixteen by eighteen feet in the wing, and containing eight commodious rooms, 
was erected in 1896 and is one of the most substantial and comfortable 
country residences in the county. A large barn, forty by sixty feet, was 
erected in 1893, these with the usual outbuildings, good fencing and ample 
tile drainage, adding much to the appearance and value of the place and 
making it a home creditable alike to the owners and to the locality in which 
it is situated. Mr. Crotser has been prosperous as a tiller of the soil and 
from the beginning until now his career presents a series of successes and 
advancements which prove him a man of progressive ideas and a master 
of his calling. In all of his efforts he has been heartily seconded by his 
wife who has proven a helpmeet indeed and worthy to bear the name which 
she has long honored. Both are highly esteemed members of the social circles 
in which they move, and all enterprises and measures for the good of the 
community and the moral betterment of those with whom they mingle are 
sure to enlist their co-operation and support. Owing to her illness, which 
occurred while the farm was being developed, it was found necessary for 
Mrs. Crotser to seek a more healthful locality, accordingly she was moved 
to a distant locality where she remained three years, returning at the end of 
that time with bodily powers fully restored. During the period indicated Mr. 
Crotser fell considerably in arrears with his work, which with the necessary 
expenses incurred threw him somewhat behind financially, nevertheless the 
end justified the means, as the continued good health of Mrs. Crotser ever 
since abundantly attests. 

Mr. Crotser was one of the first farmers in Isabella township to intro- 
duce the sugar beet into this part of the state and for a period of fifteen 
years he gave constant attention to its culture, being influential in inducing 
others to engage in this branch of farming. The industry proved quite re- 
munerative and he still devotes a portion of his land to the raising of these 
vegetables, which promise ere long to become one of the country's most im- 
portant crops. He also raises live stock of the better breeds. his horses, 
cattle, sheep and hogs ranking among the best in the township and yielding 
him every year a handsome profit on the capital thus invested. Politically 
he votes the Republican ticket and religiously holds to the Baptist church, to 
which his wife also belongs, both being active and influential church workers 
and deeply interested in all legitimate means for the spiritual good of the 
community in which they reside. 
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A number of years ago, when there was no Baptist organizatiljn in 
Isabella township, Mr. and Mrs. Crotser united with the Presbyterian so- 
ciety which met for worship in the government schoolhouse about two miles 
from their home. They took a leading part in the services until a Baptist 
church was established, when they joined the latter and have ever since been 
faithful and devoted members. They contributed liberally of their time and 
means toward the erection of the house of worship in 1908, and at this 
time Mr. Crotser holds various official positions in the organization, his wife 
being one of the most efficient teachers in the Sunday school and a leader in 
the Ladies Aid Society. 

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Crotser cons.ists of two children, Clarence 
and Floyd. The former was born January 6, 1880, received a high school 
education in Mt. Pleasant and now owns forty acres of land in Chippewa 
township, this county, though still living with his parents: Floyd. whose birth 
occurred on the 18th of June, 1893, finished the common school course and 
is now pursuing his studies in the Mt. Pleasant high school where he has 
made an honorable record as an industrious and critical student. 

David Kindy, father of Mrs. Crotser, was born in Canada in the !ear 
1831, and when a young man married Elizabeth Cult. a native of hledina 
county, Ohio, where her birth occurred in 1838. The latter died in 1904; 
the former, who survived her, is now living in I<alamazoo county, Michigan. 
1\4rs. Crotser was born in Medina county, Ohio, in 1860. and when one year 
old was taken to Kalamazoo county, where she grew to ~vomanhood and 
married. 

J. W. KELLER. 

To a great extent the prosperity of the agricdtural sections of our coun- 
try is due to the honest industry, the sturdy persistence, the unsn-erving per- 
severance and wise economy which so prominently characterize the farming 
element in the Wolverine state. Among this class may be mentioned J. W. 
Keller. who, by reason of years of indefatigable labor and honest effort, has 
not only acquired a well-merited material prosperity, but has also richly 
earned, the highest esteem of all with whom he has associated, and he is re- 
garded as one of the leading agriculturists of Denver township, Isabella 
county. 

Mr. Keller was born in Huron county. Ontario, Canada, February j, 

1865. He is the son of Michael Keller. who \%-as born in 1828 in Germany 
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and who emigrated to New York city in 1848. H e  driftetl through.severa1 
Eastern states, finally reaching as far west as Louisville, Kentucky. thence 
back to Ontario, where he settled on a farm and was married to Eliza Hol- 
man in 1861, at  Exeter, Huron county, Ontario. They remained there until 
the spring of 1880, when he came to Michigan and bought one hundred and 
twenty acres which is now divided among his three sons and being part of 
their homes. The older Keller put up a small log house on his land here, 
then returned to Ontario for his family, moving to  Michigan the following 
fall. and he lived on this place the rest of his life, dying in 1894. H e  was an 
honest, hard-working man, highly respected in his con~munity and who pro- 
vided well for his family and was kind to all, d h h o l d i n g  charity from none 
in need of same. The mother is now living w t h  her children. They reared a 
large family, named as follcws : Nartin lives at Stevenson Lake, Michigan ; 
John, of this review; Jennie, who married Robert Ervine, of Coleman. hlichi- 
gan : Eliza married J. H .  Trip and lives in Kalkaska, Michigan; Mary mar- 
ried Delbert Morris, of Chicago, where they still make their home; Michael 
lives on the old home place in Denver township: George R. is living on a part 
of the old homestead ; W. Joseph is living in Toledo, Ohio; Esther died in the 
spring of 1909; Eleanor married and is living in Mexico. 

J. W. Keller was fifteen years old when his father moved to Michigan. 
He went to school in Canada and assisted his father in his farm work. H e  
worked at home for five pears after coming to this state. and when he reached 
his majority he went to Minnesota and the Dakotas to see the country, spend- 
ing over a year there engaged in carpentering, then returned home, where he 
remained until 1888, working on the home place and at  carpentering in that 
vicinity. In  1888 he went tc. Oregon and followed his trade and worked also 
as a millwright, remaining there until the summer of 1890. H e  made good 
money there considering the length of time he was engaged. The father be- 
came seriously ill and he was summoned home. The following fali he was 
married to Mary Rolfe, datighter of B. H. and Emily Rolfe, who was born 
on July 23, 1869, in Ingham county, Michigan. Her  parents moved to Isa- 
bella county when she was young and her marriage occurred in Denver town- 
ship at her home. His father gave them forty acres of wild land and they 
moved on it and improved it. Two children were born to this union, E. 
Irene, who is a graduate from the Central Michigan Normal, and Gladys M., 
both at home. Mr. Keller is now the owner of one hundred and forty acres 
of land, forty acres being bought in 1889 and the other twenty in 1902, also 
a fine dwelling property in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. H e  built all the build- 
ings on the place, including an excellent, large and attractive dwelling and 
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two splendid barns, the latter one in 1906. Being a carpenter of much skill, 
he erected his own buildings. H e  was compelled to clear his land of heavy 
timber and to stump it. H e  has placed many substantial in~provements on the 
place, including many outbuildings. H e  carries on general farming and stock 
raising, keeping large numbers of Durham cattle and a fine drove of hogs. 
also some good horses. 

While he does not mingle much in political affairs, he is always inter- 
ested-in the affairs of the township, county and state. and has held several of 
the local offices, such as  justice of the peace, which office he is now holding; 
he has for years held the o6ce of supervisor and county canvasser and high- 
way commissioner, and also has held school offices. He belongs to the Bap- 
tist church, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Rosebush and Mt. 
Pleasant and has held some of the chairs in the same. H e  has been a mem- 
ber of the Grange for several years and with the exception of one year has 
always held the office of master, and while a member of the Gleaners he 
was a chief for four years. Politically he is a Republican. Having lived 
here the major part of his life and been more or  less active in public affairs, 
he is well and favorably known throughout the county and is well liked by 
everybody. 

GEORGE T. CLARK. 

The subject of this sketch is a native of England, born in Gloucester- 
shire on the gd day of May, 1856. H e  remained in the land of his birth 
until fourteen years of age, at  which time he accompanied his parents to 
Oxford county, Ontario, where he grew to young manhood and acquired a 
fair education in the public schools. When twenty years old he moved with 
tirr family to Ic:iiz county, this state. and after remaining one year in that 
part of Michigan, came in the fall of 1876 to  Isabella county and during 
the ensuing ten years iiveci in the township of Isabe!!a. dereticg his attention 
the meanwhile to iarn: labor. i n  rSS6 Mr. Clark moved to his prese-t p!xe 
of residence in section 30  of the above township. the eighty acres which he 
then purchased being all wooded and requiring much hard work to clear and 
fit for cultivation. H e  helped cut roads through the forests, assisted in mak- 
ing various other public improvements and did his full share in developing 
the section of the country in xhich he lives and making it one of the finest 
agricultural districts in the township. In the course of a few years he had 
the greater part of his land cleared and in cultivation, besides adding to his 
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original purchase from time to time until his real estate now amounts to two 
hundred acres of fine land. on which are some of the best improvements in the 
locality. 

Mr. Clark has made all the improvements on his farm and, as already 
indicated above, he now has a beautiful and attractive country home and 
is well situated so far as material prosperity is concerned. By industry and 
good management he has succeeded in accumulating a sufficiency of this 
world?s goods to place him in independent circumstances, being one of the 
leading farmers of his township and a pblic-spirited citizen who manifests 
commendable interest in all measures having for their object the social ad- 
vancement of the community and the moral good of his fellow men. While 
well informed on the leading public questions of the times and the issues 
concerning which men and parties divide, he is not a politician, though on 
state and national affairs he generally votes with the Republican party, being 
independent in local matters. Religiously, he was reared in the church of 
England and still adheres to the Episcopal faith, though liberal in his vie~js 
and ready to accord to every man the same right of private judgment which 
he claims for himself. 

The presiding spirit in Mr. Clark's home is the lady of intelligence and 
gentle presence who bears his name and who previous to her marriage was 
Mary Stutter of Gloucestershire, England. Their family circle is coinposed 
of eleven children, whose names are as follows: Jesse. Frank. Mabel. Albert. 
Emma, Jennie, h a ,  Gladys, Thomas, Charles and Rosilie. a son, George. 
who was the first in the order of birth, being deceased. 

HON. JOHN W. HrZNCE. 

The biographies of successful men are instructive as guides and incentives 
to those whose careers are yet to be achieved. The examples they furnish of 
patlent purpose and consecutive endeavor strongly illustrate !\-hat is in the 
power of each to accomplish. The gentleman whose life history is herewith 
briefly set forth is a conspicuous example of one who has lived to good purpose 
and achieved a definite degree of success in the various spheres to :...hich his 
talents and energies have been devoted, Mr. Hance being widely known in this 
section of Michigan as a citizen of high rank, a public spirited man who has 
ever manifested a willingness to serve his fellow men, a man who made a most 
commendable record as state senator, and at present the postmaster at Mt. 
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Pleasant, having long maintained his home in Isahella county, whose interests 
he has ever sought to promote in every way possible and which he evidently 
has at heart. H e  is known as a man of unshrinking integrity, rigid honesty, 
technical in his definitions of morality, unbending in his fidelity to them, 
championing the right with zeal and enthusiasm. 

Mr. Hance, who is the scion of a sterling old pioneer family, was born 
on August 2 ,  1848, in Marengo, Morrow county, Ohio. He is of German 
descent, his ancestors Quakers, having emigrated to the state of New Jersey in 
an early day. H e  is the son of *\dam Hance, who mas born in Knox county, 
Ohio, and Mary A. (Morrison) Hance who also was born in Ohio, of Welsh 
ancestry. In  1863 the family came to Isabella county, Michigan, and engaged 
in farming. John W. Hance of this review was the third son. The father 
and paternal grandfather were loyal to the Union cause and assisted in the 
work of the "underground railroad," helping many a slave to reach free soil 
and freedom. 

Mr. Hance received a good education and began life as a school teacher, 
which profession he follon-ed with much success for a period of six years. 
In  January, 1875, he became deputy county clerk and register of deeds under 
Joel C. Graves, nhom he met by chance and who a t  once said to him: "I 
recently dreamed that you were my deputy in office, and I now appoint you to 
that place." Mr. Hance accepted. Mr. Graves served two years and then 
Hance was elected and Graves was with Hance. I n  1882. having long mani- 
fested an abiding interest in public affairs, he was elected state senator for his 
district, which included Isabella, Gratiot, Midland and Clare counties. H e  
made a commendable record in this important office. H e  was chairman of the 
committee on state public schools, a member of the committee on canals, rivers 
and harbor improvements. also banks and corporations and federal relations. 

Mr. Hance came to Aft. Pleasant in January, 1875. He was for a num- 
ber of years interested in the real estate business, also in lumbering. He has 
been fairly successful in whatever he has turned his attention to, and is now 
the owner of a well improved and valuable farm adjoining the city. He iives 
on this place, having a large. modern and attractive home. In 1883. In part- 
nership with Michael Devereaux. he erected a large brick block, in connection 
with many enterprises. H e  is a business man of keen discernment and sound 
jud-ment. 

Mr. Hance was married on May 24, 1889, to Sarah C. Marshall, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. W. J. Corbus. a fine old family of this county. This union 
has been without issue. 



562 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. Hance was appointed postmaster at  Mt. Pleasant on February 13, 
193. This is a second-class office and Mr. Hance is now serving his third 
term. He has given entire satisfaction both to the department and to the 
citizens here, being faithful to duty at all times. He has two commissions 
from Roosevelt and one from Taft. Although the office takes much of his 
time. he is still engaged in the real estate and loan business aith Mr. 
Devereaux. 

MICHAEL DUGGAN. 

The subject of this sketch is the oldest of six children whose parents, 
Edmond and Margaret (Qwin) Duggan, were natives of Ireland. The 
father was reared in his native island and, when about thirty-five years of 
age, came to the United States and settled in New York, where he remained 
a few years and then went to Ypsilanti, Michigan. Later he moved to 
Isabella county and purchased one hundred and sixty acres of government 
land in section 36, Lincoln township, on which he built a log house, pur- 
chased a yoke of oxen and began clearing the farm. Two years later, 
about 1857, his marriage with Margaret &win was solemnized. With the 
aid of his sons, he subsequently cleared and converted the land into a good, 
farm. He spent the remainder of his life on this place and at his death. 
in the year 1899, it was willed to his six children, seventy acres falling to the 

. subject, who afterwards purchased the entire tract, less thirty-six acres. 
Michael Duggan was born on the family homestead in Lincoln town- 

ship, Isabella county, October 20, 1859, and received a common school educa- 
tion. H e  was reared to agricultural pursuits and early in life formed the . 

habits of industry and thrift, which made him a valuable assistant to his 
father and later enabled him to lay broad and deep the foundation of his own 
success as a tiller of the soil. Inheriting a part of the estate at his father's 
death, as indicated above, he proceeded at once to improve his land, which 
in due time mas brought to a high state of cultivation and later, by pur- 
chasing his brother's and sister's interests, his farm was enlarged to its 
present area of one hundred and twenty-four acres, nearly all susceptible 
to tillage and well improved. Mr. Lhggan's career as a farmer has been 
satisfactory in every respect. He has succeeded admirably aad is now one 
of the well-to-do men of his township, with a comfortable and attractive 
home and a sufficiency of material wealth to make him independent. He 
has improved, his farm with good buildings, fences, drainage, etc., and with 
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all the modern accessories of agriculture at hand, he makes his labors re- 
munerative and adds every year to the ample competency which he has 
accumulated. 

Mr. Duggan has ever manifested a lively interest in the development 
and prosperity of his township and in point of continuous residence he is 
now one of its oldest and most highly esteemed citizens. H e  enjoys to a 
marked degree the confidence of his fellow men and by a life singularly free 
from faults his influence has always made for the good of those with whom 
he has mingled. From time to time he has been honored with various local 
offices, in which, as in his relations with his fellow citizens, his integrity was 
never impeached nor his veracity questioned. In  politics he supports the 
Democratic party and takes an active part in promoting its success; he be- 
longs to the organization of Gleaners at  Summerton and is a loyal and devout 
member of the Catholic church. 

Mr. Duggan, in the month of October. 1890. was united in the holy 
bonds of wedlock with Hannah O'Brien, who has borne him the following 
children: Edmund, Paul, Arthur, Marie, Bernice and Beatrice, the two last 
twins. 

WILBUR N. PIERPONT 

Holding worthy prestige as a citizen and distinctively one of the leading 
farmers of the township in which he resides, the subject of this review occu- 
pies an important place among the representative men of Isabella county -and 
it is with much satisfaction that the biographer presents in this connection the 

- following outline of his career and a modest tribute to his worth. Wilbur 3. 
Pierpont is a native of Livingston county, New York, born in the town of 
Lima. September 28, 1865. \&'hen eight years old he was taken by his parents 
to Owosso. Michigan, where he grew to maturity in close touch 11-ith the soil 
and until attaining his majority worked at  farm labor in the summer time and 
during the winter months he attended the district schools, also the high school 
at  Owosso. graduating in 188j. Reared to agricultural pursuits, he early de- 
cided to devote his life to the cultivation of the soil, accordingly in Novem- 
ber, 1891, he came to  Isabella county and purchased eighty acres of land in 
section 15, Franont township, which he at once proceeded to improve and 
which he subsequently increased by a forty-acre tract adjoining, making his 
home place of one hundred and twenty acres one of the finest and most de- 
sirable farms in the township. 
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From the beginning of his career to the present time Mr. Pierpont has 
been uniformly successful and in addition to the farm on which he resides he 
now owns other valuable lands, including eighty acres in section 23 of the 
above township, and a like number of acres in section ro, his real estate 
amounting to two hundred and eighty acres, being among the best and most 
desirable in the county and increasing in value with each recurring year. As a 
farmer he easily ranks among the most enterprising and successful of the 
township in which he lives, being progressive in his ideas, a believer in modern 
improvements and cultivating the soil according to the latest and most ap- 
proved methods. By remodeling his dwelling and adding a number of mod- 
ern conveniences, he now has a commodious and comfortable home with at- 
tractive surroundings, and his other buildings, including a substantial barn. 
leave little to be desired in the way of improvements. While devoted to his 
calling and making every other consideration subordinate thereto, he takes an 
active interest in the advancement of the community, lends his influence and 
support to all laudable meascres for, the welfare of his fellow men and is ever 
ready to encourage enterprises having for their object the general good of his 
county and state. A Democrat in politics, he was four times elected super- 
visor and served in that capacity, during which time he discharged his duties 
in a straightforward, business-like manner and proved, in the most liberal 
meaning of the term. an able and judicious official. He has been one of the 
directors oi the Farmers' Mutual Fire Iiisurance Companq of Isabella coulity 
for the past twelve years. Fraternally, Mr. Pierpont is identified with the 
ancient and honorable order of Freemasonry, belonging to Cedar Valley 
Lodge No. 383, and also holds membership with Cedar Ridge Lodge Xo. 540, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, besides being a leading spirit in the 
Eastern Star chapter, the Grange, the Loyal Guard and the Knights of the 
Maccabees, in all of which organizations he has been honored at intervals 
with important official trusts. 

The domestic life of Xr.  Pierpant dates ircm the year 1888, d e r ?  he 
\baa united in marriage nith Georgia 1:. Xack, n hose 5ith occx;rred on :he 
6th of May, 1869. Mrs. Pierpont's parents. William and Jane (McCreal 
Mack, were natives of Canzda, born in the years 1832 and 1837. respectively. 
They came to Michigan a mmber of years ago and spent the remainder of 
their lives in this state, both dying at Owosso, the mother in 1883, the father 
in 1888. Mr. and Mrs. Pierpont have two children, Clarence N., born in the 
town of Owosso, on April 30, 1890, and David W., whose birth occurred in 
Fremont township, Isabella county, January I ,  1892, both being intelligent 
and manly young men and their father's efficient assistants in cultivating the 
farm. 
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Samuel N. Pierpont, the subject's father, was born in Livingston county, 
New York, in 1830, and i r  1874 moved his family to Owosso, Michigan, 
where he continued to reside until the death of his wife in 1 9 0 4 .  since which 
time he has made his home with his son, Wilbur N., in Isabella county. 
Augusta Wilbur, wife of Samuel Pierpont and mother of the subject, was 
born in Xorth Londonderry, Vermont, in 1 8 3 7 ,  and departed this life at 
Owosso in the year indicated above. 

GEORGE H.  GOVER. 

In examining the life-records of self-made men. it will invariably be 
found that indefatigable industry has constituted the basis of their success. 
True there are other elemects which enter in and conserve the advancement 
of personal interests,-perseverance, discrimination and mastering of expe- 
dients,-but the foundation of all achievement is earnest. persistent labor. At 
the outset of his career, George H. Gover, well-known citizen of Leaton, 
Michigan, recognized this fact, and he did not seek any royal road to the goal 
of prosperity and independence, but began to work earnestly and diligently 
in order to advance himself, and the result is that he is now numbered among 
the progressive. successful men of Isabella county. 

Mr. Gover was born in London, England, in June, 1 8 4 6 ,  and he grew 
to maturity and was educated there, remaining there until he was twenty-one 
years of age. Having a desire to see America and believing that better condi- 
tions prevailed here for a gentleman of his tastes he came to New York, but 
a week later came west to Chicago, where a friend who accompanied him to 
our shores from England had friends. He remained there three months, but 
did only a little work. He then moved to BIomington, Iowa, where he re- 
mained two weeks. then went back to Chicago and from there to Ludington. 
He had worked in England at  the printer's trade from the age of thirteen to 
twenty-one. at  first receiving about fifty cents per week and boarded himself; 
his wages increased until he received about ten dollars per week. He worked 
in the mills and woods after going to Ludington, remaining there three or 
four years. walki11g dong the lake from there to Manistee. He worked at  
Howard City, where he assisted in building a saw mill in which he worked 
for some time, remaining there two years when it was a village of only a few 
houses. They took the mill over to Lake View, the best pine having been 
used up at Howard City; he ran the mill at Lake View four or five years, 
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during which time he also worked in the woods. When he left there he went 
to  Palo, Ionia county, and there married, on April 2, 1878, Margaret Noel, 
who was born in 1845 near Niles, Michigan. Mrs. Gover died two years 
after her marriage without issue. 

Mr. Gover engaged in the grocery business and enjoyed a good trade. 
especially with farmers. having as a partner his brother-in-law, Gideon Noel. 
H e  remained in this business until nine months after his second marriage, 
which occurred in March. 1883 ,  while living in Palo. to  Mrs. Emma J. Moss, 
daughter of Dr. David and Mary Hollister. 

Mr. Gover's store was burned in 1883, which fact caused him to move to 
Isabella county, and at Mt. Pleasant he conducted alone a general store for 
eight months, then moved his stock of goods to Leaton and bought property 
here in 1884, building a store-house on one of his lots. twenty-two by sixty 
feet, with a wing. fourteen by twenty-eight, and another building eighteen by 
twenty, which is now occupied by J. B. Cleveland. H e  maintained that store 
for twenty-four years, during which time he built up a very extensive and 
satisfactory trade. then rented it. During this time he bought forty acres of 
good land on which he now lives, later purchased eighty acres in section 29, 
one mile from his present place. H e  rebuilt the residence. which had been 
erected by C. J. Blondheim. He bought lands at  various times for purposes 
of speculation, a hich netted him very satisfactory gains. While living in 
Palo Mr. Goker studled pharmacy with his brother-in-la\\, who was a drug- 
gist. and one of the doctors there also gave him much assistance. They added 
drugs to their grocery business and carried on an excellent trade. 

.'ifter the death of his first wife Mr. Gover returned to England on a 
visit, where he remained three months, visited Hampton Court, the British 
Museum, the Tower of London, Chelsey College and other places of interest. 

By her first husband. Mrs. Gover was the mother of one daughter. 
Annella. now the wife of William J. Cooper, of Mt. Pleasant. and they are 
the parents of oile child. To Mr. aiid Mrs. Gmer ivere Soril tivo children. 
Soei D., n h o  \\as born at  Palo December 12, ISS;, and is m i \  a suc~essr'ui 
merchant at  Shepherd. married Myrta Wood in October. 1w6. Harry G. 
Gover, who was born a t  Leaton, May 13, 1889. is a successful teacher and 
bookkeeper. 

When Mr. Gover came here the country was wild and many Indians 
made this their place of abode. The land was covered with stumps and logs 
and there was little improvement of any kind. H e  has always been interested 
in the development of this country and has done his share. H e  made many 
improvements about his two farms, erected all kinds of outbuildings, includ- 
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ing a good barn, twenty by forty feet, and sznk a flowing well on both places. 
also remodeled his store-house. 

For twelve or  fifteen years Mr. Gover was postmaster at  Leaton. also 
held minor offices, always to the satisfaction of all concerned. H e  was chair- 
man of the Republican township committee when it was first organized and is 
still occupying that position. H e  is a member of the Presbyterian church and 
belongs to the Knights of the Maccabees, Tent S o .  5j9. Eldorado, at Rose- 
bush, also the Free and Accepted Masons at  Mt. Pleasant. His wife is a 
member of the Order of the Eastern Star and the Maccabees. 

DAVID K. MOOR. 

The suhject of this sketch is an honorable representative of one of the 
old and esteemed families of Isabella county and to him also belongs the credit 
of having been an active participant in the settlement and subsequent develop- 
ment of Fremont township, where he located in an early day. William Moor, 
the s&ject's father. was a native of Armstrong county. Pennsylvania, as w2s 
also his mother, who bore the maiden name of Eliza Kier. These parents 
mcved t o  Ohio a number cf years ago and from Putnam county, that state. 
came to Isahel!a county. Michigan, in 1865, settling in the wilds of what is 
now Fremont township. William Moor located on eighty acres of homestea6 
land in section 7 and experiencec! all the hzrdships and vicissitudes incident to 
iiie in the back woods. For some time he acted as "tote man" for the settlers 
u-est of the Big Cedar swamp, drawing supplies from Hubbardston and Ionia 
with a team of horses, the meanwhile, as opportunity afforded. felling the 
forest, grubbing the ground and preparing his land for tillage. Later he 
devoted his entire attention to the improvement of his land and in due time 
succeeded in developing a fine farm and a comfortable home. This he sold 
cut 2nd moved to the southwest part of Indiana. both dying there some years 
'ago 
- . David K. Moor was born October 28, 1842, in Armstrong county. 
Pennsylvania, and when quite young was taken by' his parents to Putnam 
county, Ohio. where he spent his early life and obtained such educational dis- 
cipline as the indifferent coudtry schools of those times afforded. He assisted 
his father on the farm.unti! arriving a t  'the years of maturity and in 184j 
moved with the family t o  Aliegan county, Michigan, where he i~orked  Zf6r.a 
.few ,months, helping construct a dam, after which he came to Isabella koi~nty 
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and assisted his father to clear and improve the farm in Fremont township, 
to which reference is made in a preceding paragraph. Leaving the parental 
roof a few months later, he homesteaded his present farm in section 21, 

consisting of eighty acres, to the improvement of which he at  once addressed 
himself and which under his effective labors and judicious management was 
in due season cleared and reduced to cultivation. While thus engaged he en- 
dured many vicissitudes and hardships not a few, among others being the 
high prices at which groceries and other necessities sold, flour at one time 
conimanding as much as twenty-five dollars per barrel, the barrels having to 
be rolled through the woods to the houses where ordered. 

With the passing years success attended the efforts of Mr. Moor and it 
was not long until he was comfortably situated, with bright prospects for the 
future. By energetic and continuous toil, he succeeded in bringing his land to 
a high state of tillage and later increased its value by a number of substantial 
improvements, including a fine modern brick residence erected in 1906, also a 
good barn and outbuildings, besides a large amount of fencing. He now has 
one of the best farms and among the most attrx-iive and desirable homes in 
the township and is certainly well situated to enjoy the many material bless- 
ings by which he is surrounded. Beginning life in the woods, with no means 
worthy of mention and no help from influential friends, he has with his o$vn 
strong arms, backed by a determined purpose, carved out a comfortable com- 
petency, his farm being conservatively estimated at six thousand f i k e  hundred 
dollars, to say nothing of valuable live stock, machinery, implements, etc.. and 
a surplus capital which insures his future against the proverbial "rainy day." 

Mr. Moore served his township twenty terms as treasurer and proved a 
most capable and faithful official, besides holding for one year the position of 
road commissioner. He has been active in political circles and is one of the 
leading Democrats of Fremcnt township, still wielding a strong influence for 
his party, keeping in touch with the leading questions and issues of the day 
ad hrezst ef t!x times cr? d! m&ters in ~ h k h  the pb!k is kte~ested. 0 2  
Xoveiilber ;, i%j, he \I-2s siiited in marrizge with E!!eii Ca!!wd!, :vhse 
birth occurred November 12, 1845, in Putnam county, Ohio, being a daughter 
of David and Eve (Perine) Callwell, natives of that state, the father born in 
1823 and the mother in 1825. These parents spent nearly, if not all, their 
lives in Ohio and died there in the year 1884 and 1846. respectively. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moor have reared a large family, fourteen children in all, 
whose names are as follows: William, born October 17, 1866, is deceased, 
being survived by a widow who prior to her marriage was Issa Estella: 
Aklissa, born August 16, 1b68, is the wife of Joe Rundell and lives in Owosso, 
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this state: Robert was born November 7, 1870, and lives at Heron, Montana, 
his wife having formerly been Amy Roberts; Letitia, born February 22, 

1871, married Enoch Smith and resides at Big Rapids, Michigan ; John. whose 
birth occurred on November 13, 1873, married Emma Vicory and is a farmer 
of Fremont township; Charles, who married Nellie Delo and who is also a 
resident of Fremont township, was born May 27, 1875; Anna, born January 
13, 1877, is the wife of Earl Jordan, of Detroit; Mary, now Mrs. Walter 
Hardy, was born August 25, 1878, and lives in Big Rapids; Emmet, born 
February a. 1880, works on an ore steamer plying the Great Lakes, but makes 
his home with his parents; Lottie, wife of Norm Mathews, was born January 
28, 1881, and lives in the city of Big Rapids; Stella, born January 18, 1884, 
married Minor Walton and lives in Mt. Pleasant; George A. C. was born 
March 6, 1886, and is also married, his wife having formerly been Edith Con- 
rad; Grace. born October 17, 1887, is deceased; Edward, whose birth occurred 
on -qpril 23. 1891, is unmarried and a member of the home circle. 

PETER BELTINCK. 

4 s  the name suggests, the subject of this sketch is of foreign birth, his 
natix-e l a d  being the kingdom of Belgium. where he first saw the light of day 
on June 8, 1854. He spent his early life near his native town of Ousbeekee, 
in the schools of which he received a fair educational training and later began 
earning his livelihood as a tiller of the soil. Mr. Beltinck labored diligently on 
a farm, but owing to the small wages which unskilled labor in his country 
commanded he did not succeed in getting anything ahead, accordingly he 
decided to quit the land of his forefathers and try his fortune in the great 
American republic beyond the sea. With rhis object in view, he married, in 
1875, the yomg lady of his choice and the day following the ceremony took 
ship for his distant destination, being twenty-nine years of age at  the time, 
and with but little means above the price of his and his wife's passage across 
the water. 

Immediately after landing, Mr. Beltinck made his way to Frankfort, 
Michigan, near which place he spent the first years as a laborer for monthly 
wages, and a t  the expiratior, of that time became foreman in a lumber camp, 
which position he filled during the nine years ensuing. Severing his connes- 
tion with his employer in 1893, he came to IsaWla county and purchased 
eighty acres of woodland in Union township, going in debt for the same, as he 



57O ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

was able to save little above his living from his wages as a lumberman. Ad- 
dressing himself to the task of improving his land, he labored diligently dur- 
ing the following years and in due time had a goodly number of acres cleared 
and in cultivation, besides making various improvements in the way of build- 
ings, fencing and ditching, which added greatly to the productiveness and 
value of the fann. Without following his career in detail, suffice it to state 
that in the course of time his land was cleared and othemise improved and 
the last dollar of indebtedness paid, and in addition to his original purchase 
he has since bought an eighty-six acre tract near by which under his effective 
labors has also been brought to  a successful state of tillage. 

Mr. Beltinck paid for Eis first eighty acres the sum of one thousand six 
hundred and fifty dollars, but with improvements since made it is now worth 
over six thousand dollars, for every cent of which he is indebted to his own 
efforts and thrift. Among the improvements are a fine modern barn forty by 
fifty feet in dimensions, several outbuildings, which are substantial and iil 
first-class repair. One thousand five hundred rods of eight-inch, one thousand 
rods of six-inch and four thousand rods of three-inch tiling, making in all 
six thousand five hundred rods of ditching, by means of which a number of 
acres of very fertile land have been reclaimed and the productiveness of the 
rest of the farm greatly enhanced. Financially, Mr. Beltinck has met with 
success commensurate with the labor and time which he has expended on his 
lands and he is now among the well-to-do farmers and substantiai citizens o i  
his township and county, Living in independent circumstances with sufficient 
means at his command to insure a prosperous and comfortable future. In  
connection with ti!!ing the soil he gives much attention to live stock, making a 

specialty of  cattle of the Holstein breed. of which superior animals he now 
h a s  quite a number, including a dairy of thirty cows and a fine bull which 
represents a value of several hundred dollars. During the last few years he 
had devoted considerable attention to  the building of high grade cattle and 
his repnts,&r, ir, this impcrtmt br=c!: of f a ~ . i n g  has made him -~~ideI;v and 
:avo--3~ L P  11 . I-- ~ i i O \ I - i i  aiiiOiig the !22diiig stock illeii t h ~ ~ g h ~ ~ ~ i  the centrai part of 

the state. 
Mrs. Beltinck, whose maiden name was Leona Adelia Rommel, was born 

on April 23, 1 8 j 8 ,  in Belgium, and, as already stated, became the wife of the 
subject the day before starting for  the United States in 1 8 7 5 .  She has borne 
her husband children, as follows: Florence, wife of Charles Culpert, of To- 
ledo, Ohio; Ona, who married Mary Allen and has one child, Florence, 
lives on the home farm, which he helps cultivate; Romman is married to hllss 
Edith Faber and lives on the farm homes.cead. Mr. and Mrs. Beltlnck haxe 
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moved to Mt. Pleasant, retired from farming, leaving their sons in comfortable 
circumstances. Fraternally, Mr. Beltinck holds membership with Hive No. 
129, Kinghts of the Modern Maccabees, and politically votes with the Demo- 
cratic party. Himself and wife were reared Catholics and now belong to the 
church of that order a t  Mt. Pleasant, to the support of which he is a liberal 
contributor. 

-- 

THOMAS W. ROBINSON, M. D. 

Prominent in the affairs of Isabella county and distinguished as a phy- 
sician and citizen far beyond the limits of the locality honored by his resi- 
dence, the name of Dr. Thomas W. Robinson stands out conspicuously among 
the successful and representative men in his chosen line of endeavor in cen- 
tral and southern Michigan. Characterized by remarkable breadth of wisdom 
and strong individuality. and in all his undertakings actuated by noble mo- 
tives and high resolves, his success and achievements represent the result of 
fit utilization of innate talent in directing effort along those lines where mature 
judgment, professional skill and rare discrimination lead the way. H e  is a 
studious man and is tireless in his research in an effort to keep abreast of the 
times in everything, especially his profession, and as a result of such habits, 
coupled tviti~ his native tact and gentlemanly attributes, he is held in esteem 
by all who know him and has the utmost confidence of all classes. 

Doctor Robinson was born on February 13, 1841. in Canada. H e  is the 
scion of a sterling ancestry, being the son of John and Margery (Montcreaf) 
Robinson, both natives of the state of New York, and people highly respected 
and influential in their community. They moved to Saginam, Michigan, when 
their son, Thomas W., was eight years of age, and they remained there four 
years. then. in 1851, the subject went to Iowa and worked chlefy as a teamster 
uzti! he was twenty-three years of age. Then he returned to  Hartings, 
Feterl-iorough cc=::r,ty. Cm2C1.2, 2nd remained there until 1871, when he came 
to Saginaw, Michigan, and there he worked as check clerk for the Flint & Pere 
Marquette Railrozd Company until the fall of 1873, when he located in 
Loomis, Wise township. Isabella county. H e  was interested in the lumber 
business at first. In  1880 he bought eighty acres of land in section 8 and 
settled there in the spring of 1882, and he still runs this place and has been 
very successf~~l. having developed an excellent farm. 1Ye also has sixty acres 
in section 4. H e  has placed many valuable and substantial improvements on 
these farms and they rank v, it11 the best land in the county. 
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Doctor Robinson was married on February 25, 1862, at Nomood, 
Ontario, to Eliza Weston, who was born in England, of an excellent family, 
on February 22, 1 8 4 5 .  Her death occurred on January 1 8 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  at Loomis. 
This union resulted in the birth of the following children: George, who 
married Miss Davoe, is a veterinary surgeon and lives in Clare, Michigan; 
Violet married Robert Atkinson, and they live in Niles, Michigan; Sheldon 
is single and resides in the state of Washington; Beverly is married and lives 
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. On February 22, 1900, Doctor Robinson mar- 
ried Mrs. Tellie Webb Walker. of Alma, Michigan. 

Doctor Robinson had the advantages of a fairly good early schooling and 
he has since supplemented the same by extensive home reading and stt~dy. 
He took up the study of medicine and has specialized on the eyes and dis- 
eases of the head and has been very successful, being widely known as a spe- 
cialist, and he has numerous patients from other states. He always has about 
ten patients in Loomis and vicinity, where he maintains his office. He is well 
versed in this line of work and keeps abreast of modern science. He also 
maintains an office at Clare, Michigan, where he goes two or three times a 
week and where he has numerous patients. He has been health officer of 
Wise township for the past ten years and has been very faithful in the dis- 
charge of his daties in this connection. He is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. He has been a notary public for two years, school director 
ior three years and justice of t'he peace for thirty-four years. He is h o w l  
to be a very conscientious and able public servant and always discharges his 
duties to the best of his ability. He has seen this country grow from the 
wilderness to its present advznced stage of civilizaticn, and he has played well 
his part in this development. Fraternally, the Doctor is a Mason, and be- 
longs to the Knights of Honor, C ~ r t  No. 1772, at  Loomis. 

The subject of this sketch, a well-known dealer in general merchandise 
and one of the leading business men of Shepherd, is a native of Jackson county, 
Michigan, and a son of John F. and Angeline (Williams) Taylor, the father 
born in England, the mother in Jackson county, both being now deceased. 
Frank M. Taylor first saw the light of day July 24, a865 and spent his child- 
hood and youth on the home farm in his native township of Hanover, where at 
the proper age he entered the public schools, which he attended until sufficiently 
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advanced in his studies to  secure a teacher's license. H e  remained in the 
county of his birth until about twenty-two years old, when he came to Isa- 
bella county, where from 1887 to 1891 he was engaged in teaching, discon- 
tinuing the profession the latter year to accept a clerkship in a mercantile 
house at  Shepherd. After spending two years as  a salesman, he engaged in 
business upon his own responsibility and at the expiration of one year he 
removed his stock from the old building which he first occupied to his present 
location, where he has since built u p  one of the largest stores ir_ the town, his 
stock of general merchandise including dry goods, boots, shoes, hardware, 
groceries, indeed everything complete and filling the two commodious apart- 
ments which he finds necessary for the successful prosecution of his business. 

Mr. Tayior is a self-made man and as such occupies a commanding place 
amcng the enterprising merchants of his town and county. Possessing busi- 
ness ability of a high order, his career from the beginning has been character- 
ized by continuous success and the influence which he now wields in commer- 
cial circles may be accepted as an earnest of still greater achievements in the 
lai-ger sphere of usefulness which he is destined to fill in the no distant future. 
Public-spirited in the most liberal meaning of the term and deeply interested 
in whatever makes for the material prosperity and social advancement of the 
community, he takes a leading part in all worthy enterprises and it is to  him 
and such as he that Shepherd is indebted for the standing 11-h~ch the town 
enjoys in other parts of the state. I n  his political allegiance he is a Democrat 
and as such has filled a large place in the public eye not only as an influentla1 
leader of his party but as a capable official in various important positions. H e  
served one year as township clerk, twelve years as town assessor and for a 
period of nine years was chairman of the local school board. during which 
time he labored diligently for the cause of education and made the schools 
of Shepherd compare favorably with those of any other town in the state. In 
common with the majority of wide-awake enterprising men, he belongs to the 
ancient and honorable order of Freemasonry, holding membership with Salt 
River Lodge No. 2 8 8 ,  and he is also identified with Hive No. 237. Knights of 
the Maccabees, in both of which societies he has been honored irom time to 
time with important trusts. 

In the year 1892 Mr. Taylor was happily married to  Irene Peterson, 
whose birth occurred in 1 8 8 6 ,  being a daughter of Daniel and Susan Peterson 
and a lady of intelligence who is well worthy to  be the wife and helpmeet of 
the gentleman.whom she honored with her heart and hand. Mr. and Mrs. 
Taylor's pleasant home is brightened by the presence of four children. ranging 
in age from youth to young manhood and womanhood, their names being as 
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follows: Irene, Fred, Helen and Mildred. A sister of the subject, Ella, now 
Mrs. George Nealey, came to Isabella county in 1886 and since that time has 
lived a t  Shepherd. 

MELVIN R. CASTEL. 

A farmer of Lincoln township and one of the citizens of the community 
in which he resides, Melvin R. Castel was born in Montcalm county, Michi- 
gan, August 5, 1853. His father, William Castel, born June 2, 1812, in New 
York, moved from that state a number of years ago to Washtenaw county, 
Michigan, thence to the county of Montcalm, of which he was an early settler. 
H e  endured many hardships and trials during the pioneer period, served 
eighteen years as supervisor of the latter county. and while living there was 
married on February 23, 1841, to Betsey %evens, who was born on May 22.  

1819, and who departed this life about the year 1896. The names of the 
children born to this couple are as follows: Francis, Harriet, William H., 
Jerusha and Melvin R., all deceased except the subject and William H., who 
lives at St. Johns, this state. 

Melvin R. Caste1 spent his early life on the parental homestead in his 
native county, attended the public schools as opportunities afforded and grew 
to mature years with well developed plans for his future. When twenty years 
of age, he married the lady of his choice, Josephine Gobel, and at once rented 
one hundred acres of land, which during the next few years he devoted to 
general farming, paying special attention to corn, oats, buckwheat and pota- 
toes, of which he raised large crops and sold a t  liberal prices. Disposing of 
his interests in Montcalm county in 1878, he came to Isabella county and pur- 
chased the farm in Lincoln township which he still owns. in the meantime buy- 
ing and selling several other tracts of land in various parts of the county and 
realizing handsomely by some of his deals. At  the present time his realty 
amounts to one hundred and twenty acres. eighty of which are unimproved 
though minus the timber, which he recently sold for a goodly sum. He is now 
preparing to  remove the stumps from the land and fit the soil for tillage, which 
when done will add greatly to the productiveness and value of the farm, 
which is already the equal of the best in the township. 

On moving to his present place Mr. Caste1 built a small house for  the 
reception of his wife and took possession of the same before doors and win- 
dows had been provided. Although limited as to space and lacking many 
conveniences, the little domicile answered the purposes of a dwelling during 
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the ensuing twenty-five years, a t  the expiration of which time it was replaced 
by the present residence, a handsome stone structure, the main body twenty- 
eight by twenty-eight feet, the wing twelve by thirty-three feet, the entire 
building well finished, and equipped with conveniences and comforts such as 
are found in first-class rural homes of today. The better to carry on the 
labor of the farm and care for his crops and live stock, he has provided the 
place with a fine barn, thirty-four by fifty feet in area, a tool shed, in size 
twenty-two by thirty-six feet, several large sheds for stock and other build- 
ings, all substantially constructed and in excellent condition. I n  the matter 
of farming Mr. Caste1 ranks among the !eading men of his calling in Isabella 
county, being enterprising in his ideas and methods, and in touch vith the 
advancement of agricultural science in all of its phases. In connection with 
the cultivation of the soil he raises considerable live stock, including several 
horses. quite a number of highdgrade cattle, among which are five cows of 
especially fine breeds. also a fine flock of sheep of superior quality and a large 
number o i  hogs to which he devotes much attention. 

Mr. Caste1 stands high as a citizen. taking a prominent part in all matters 
relating to the prosperity of his township and county, and for a number of 
years he has been interested in public matters. H e  was justice of the peace for 
twelve years, proving a capable and judicious official, and at  different times 
held various school offices in his township, in all of which he discharged his 
duties ably and satisfactorily. 

Mr. Caste1 is a member of Strickland Arbor, Order o i  Gleaners, in nhich 
he served two years as chief gleaner and since 1902 has been secretary of the 
organization. H e  is a charter member of the Gold Reserve Life Insurance 
Company and has been an influential factor in the same ever since it was 
established, besides he encourages all other enterprises and utilities having for 
their object the general welfare of the community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Castei have no children o i  their on-n. but are deeply in- 
terested in the young people of the neighborhood. whem they strive to benefit 
by any means at  their command. They are esteemed by the socia! circle ir, 
which they move. keep pace n itih tine inreiieccuai iife of the community and 
their influence is exerted in behalf of all worthy charitable and humanitarian 
projects. For some years they have been identified with the Lincoln Township 
Farmers' Club, an organization having for its object the social improvement of 
its membership which is composed of residents of Lincoln township and people 
from the northern parts of Montcalm and Gratiot counties. The  meetings, 
which are held monthly at  the homes of the members, are occasions of great 
interest and enjoyment, affording as they do an agreeable break to the monot- 
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ony of life and a means of social and intellectual improvement which all 
who belong fully appreciate. The locality being removed from any town or 
popdous center, renders the meetings of more than ordinary interest and 
profit, being looked forward to as supplying a social need for which ordinary 
means would prove inadequate. Mr. Caste1 served as president of the club 
and held the office for a period of two years, besides taking a leading part 
in the general exercises of the organization. 

ANTHONY TILMANN. 

-4 well known and successful farnler of Nottawa township, Isabella 
county, is Anthony Tilmann, who, like many df the progressive citizens of our 
republic, was born in Gennany. His life has been one of great activity and 
since coming to this county his industry has been rewarded by the handsome 
competence which he now enjoys. He has made many valuable improve- 
ments on his farm, including a very comfortable dwelling, substantial out- 
buildings, and, in fact, whatever has been necessary to make his place rank 
with the best in the vicinity, while the fertility of his farm has been increased 
to the greatest productive capacity. He stands in the front rank of agricul- 
turists and stock raisers in this locality, sparing neither labor nor expense tn 

make his place as nearly ideal as possible, and doing his full share to raise the 
standard of agriculture in the highly favored locality where his home is 
situated. 

Mr. Tilmann's birth occurred in the province of Westphalia, Germany, 
on April 30, 1855. When two years of age, in 1857, his parents brought him 
to the United States and located in Detroit. Michigan. After remaining there 
one year, they moved to Clinton county, this state, where their son, Anthony, 
grew to maturity and worked on the farm. He attended school in the winter 
time. remairir~g there until the fall of 1875, when he moved ro Isabella county. 
locating in section 33, Nottawa township, on forty acres of timber land, which 
he purchased. No roads were laid out, through or around it until 1876. He 
did not begin to clear i t  until 1877, but he is a hard worker and soon had a 
comfortable home here and a good farm. H e  worked in the lumber camps 
during the winter. He traded his Erst forty acres for a part of his present 
farm. in section 21, and he is now the owner of a fine farm of one hundred 
and ninety acres of as valuable land as the township can boast. He has cleared 
!:is !and and now has one hundred and ten acres under cultivation. the re- 
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mainder being pasture. H e  keeps some good stock, cattle, horses, sheep, etc.. 
buying large numbers of cattle which he often prepares for the market. He 
has been very successful as a general farmer and stock man. and, having 
worked hard with no outside assistance, he is eminently deserving of the large 
success that he has achieved. 

Mr. Tilmann was married on May 30, 1882, to Catherine Simon. who was 
born on August 21. 1858, in Clinton county, Michigan. 

Mr. Tilmann is a Catholic, belonging to the church at  Seal City. H e  was 
treasurer of the church for some time and is at present a member of the 
b~~ilding committee. Politically he is a Democrat, but is independent for the 
most part, voting, as a rule, for the man instead of the party. H e  has been 
for some time a member of the board of review of this township, and he has 
been school moderator for twelve years. 

The following children hare been born to Nr.  and Xrs. Tilmann: Mary 
E. married George Yeubecher, of this township; Louisa. who has remained 
single, is living at home. and attends the normal school at Mt. Pleasant. hav- 
ing taught very successfully for four years; Trese is a graduate of the rural 
course at  the normal school and she is living at home; Anna has passed the 
teacher's examination ; Philomenia has also passed the teacher's examination ; 
John is living at home. 

Mr. Tilmann is a man of influence in the church and other circles in his 
con:munity and he is highly respected by all n h o  know him oning to his up- 
right hfe. 

JOHN JACKM-qX. 

Holding worthy prestige among his fellow citizens of Isabella township 
and distinctively one of the leading farmers of the tonnship in which he re- 
sides. the subject of this sketch has had an active and honorable career and 
Je \vorthy of a ?lace in the list of men to whom Isabella county is entitled for 
its proud position among the most favored sections of the com~nonwealth 
John Jackman is a native of York county, Ontario. where his birth occurred 
i, the month of June, 1863. William Jackman, his father. was born in 
Devonshire, England, in 1837, and died in Isabella county. Michigan. Decen- 
ber 17, 1908. His mother, who previous to her marriage was Rebecca Baker. 
mas born in York county, Ontario, in 1839. and departed this life a t  her home 
in Isabella township June 17. 1go4. 
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The early life of John Tackman was spent on a farm in his native prov- 
ince, and in the public sch~ols  of York county he received a fair English 
education. H e  was reared under excellent home influences, grew up with 
well grounded habits of industry and remained with his parents until at- 
taining his majority, two years after which he accompanied them to Isabella 
county, Michigan, and settIed on a tract of eighty acres in section 3. Isabella 
township, which he helped his father clear and otherwise improve. The land 
k i n g  wild and covered with dense forest and much undergrowth, a great 
deal of hard labor was required to remove these obstructions, but. strong of 
body and resolute of purpose, young Jackman addressed himself to the task 
with a will and knew not what it was to eat the bread of idleness. Being the 
only child, much of the work naturally fell to him and right nobly did he dis- 
charge his duty to his parents, not only assisting to clear and develop the farm. 
but in many other ways looked after their interests and ministered to  their 
comfort until their respective deaths. Succeeding to the farm after they had 
passed away, he continued making improvements and from time to time added 
to his realty, until he now 013-ns one hundred and eighty acres of as fine farm 
land as can be found within the borders of the county. In  1905 he built the 
brick dwelling which the family now occupy and which. with its full comple- 
ment of modern conveniences, is among the most attractive rural homes in 
Isabella township, neither money or  pains having been spared to make it what 
every home should be, the i110~t desirable place 03 earth to its inmates. The 
commodious barn, erected some years ago, was rebuilt and enlarged in 1909, 
and at  this time compares favorably with the best similar structures through- 
out the county. Other improvements, including good outbuildings and wire 
fencing'of which there are seven hundred and sixty rods, have added not 
only to the appearance, but also to the value of the farm and the condition of 
the fields and everything on the premises indicates the presence of an up-to- 
date American farmer who believes in the dignity of honest toil and the 
nobi!ity of the cd!ing to which his time and energies are being devoted. 

Mr. Jacknxm is 2 Mzson of high standing. ho!ding menlhership with Mt. 
Pleasant Lodge No. 333, Chapter No. 11 I ,  Royal Arch Masons, at the same 
place, and for some years he has been identified with Rosebush Lodge No. 
519, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has passed all the chairs. 
H e  united with the Baptist church in Canada in 1882. 

Mr. Jackman's home is presided over by a lady of intelligence and gentle 
presence, who previous to her marriage with him bore the name of Nettie 
Mendham. She was born in 1863 and is a daughter of Robert and Nancy 
(Hawkins) Mendham, natives of England and New York respectively and 
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among the early pioneers of Isabella township. Mr. Mendham was born in 
1830 and died in this township in 1894, his wife, whose birth occurred the 
same year as his own, dying in 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Jackman have two chil- 
dren. William, born August 28. 1891, was recently graduated from the Mt. 
Pleasant high school and at this writing is preparing to enter the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor. Howard, whose birth occurred in 1895, is 
pursuing his studies at  the former institution, both sons being intelligent 
and studious and intent upon fitting themselves for careers of usefulness. 

In  his political allegiance Mr. Jackman is a Republican, but has never 
posed as an office seeker nor aspired to public honors of any kind. He has well 
grounded convictions concerning the questions and issues before the people, 
nevertheless is liberal in his views and considerate of the feelings and opinions 
of others. As a neighbor and citizen he tries to do his whole duty and thus 
far his life has been fraught IT-ith much good to his fellow men. 

WILLIAM H.  GR-qH-qM. 

Among the men of intelligence and sterling worth who contribute mucn 
of the moral bone and sinen of the body politic in Michigan and other state3 
of the North and West. a large and eminently respectable contingent hail from 
the dominion of Canada, among the number in Isabella county being Thomas 
H.  Graham, the father of the gentleman whose name furnishes the caption 
of this article. Thomas H. Graham was born June 23, 1848, in Peel county. 
Ontario, and grew t o  maturity in his native country, receiving his educational 
discipline in the public schools. H e  was reared to agricultural pursuits and 
when a young man married Sara Baldwin, who was born in the above county 
on the 18th of January, rS46. After living in the land of his birth until 
1874, he disposed of his interests there and moved to  Isabella county, Michi- 
gan. locating in the fall of that year on a tract of land in section g, Isabella 
township, which he purchased and which in due time he cleared and otherwise 
improved. 

In early life Thomas Graham was an iron moulder, which trade he fol- 
lowed in Canada for a number of years. but after coming to Michigan he de- 
voted his entire attention to agriculture and met with gratifying success in 
that vocation. The land in Isabella county which he selected for a home con- 
sisted of one hundred and twenty acres. from which he at once began to re- 
move the forest growth and by patient and continuous effort the task was 
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finally accomplished and a series of improvements inaugurated and in due time 
carried to completion. H e  gave his attention to general farming and, as indi- 
cated above. achieved marked success as a tiller of the soil, as the handsome 
competence which he accumulated attests. After placing himself in inde- 
pendent circumstances he divided the home place between two of his sons 
and moved to the forty-acre farm in section 5 .  which is also highly im- 
proved; in addition thereto he owns another farm of eighty acres in the same 
township, which, like the two mentioned, is in excellent state of cultivation. 
Some idea of the labor done by him is afforded by the three splendid farms 
to which reference is made, a total of one hundred and sixty acres, nearly all 
of which he cleared with his own hands, removing the undergrowth and 
stumps, enclosing it with fine wire fence and adding improvements in the way 
of buildings, which rank among the best in the township, to say nothicg cf 
the soil, which is in excellent condition and exceedingly productive. Since 
moving to his present home, in 1892, he has done little active labor, con- 
tenting himself with the management of his interests while living the life of 
honorable retirement which he has so nobly earned. He is still an energetic. 
wide-awake man, takes an active part in the development and progress of the 
community in which he resides and keeps in touch with all matters of public 
import. Fraternally, he is an Odd Fellow, also a member of the Knights of 
the Maccabees, politically a Democrat and his religious beiief is represented 
by the Methodlst Episcopal church. with which both himself and w f e  are 
identified. 

Thomas H. and Sarah Graham are the parents of eight children, whose 
names are as foilo\rs : Myra M. is the wife of David Lowry, of Isabella town- 
ship; Ernest B. whose wife was Edna Maybee; Frank, 1% hose wife was former- 
ly Elizabeth Pitts; William H., the fourth in order of birth; Joseph H., who 
is unmarried, lives in California; John J . who married Jennie Peete; Lulu I>., 
wife of Ed. Gardner, and Lowell, whose wife bore the maiden name of Tressa 
Gross. 

U7iiiiam H. Graham, fourth chiid or' T'nomas H. and Sarah Graham, \\as 
born in Isabella township, where he now lives, in the month of January, 1877. 
H e  mas reared to habits of industry and as soon as old enough for his services 
to be utilized he took his place in the woods and fields, and while still a young 
man was able to do a man's part at almost any kind of manual labor. During 
the winter months while growing up he attended the district schools and. 
though not educated in the sense that the term is usually understood. he 
nevertheless possesses a valueble practical knowledge such as colleges and uni- 
versities fail to impart and by reading and observation has become an intelli- 
gent and u idely informed man. 
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Mr. Graham, a t  the age of twenty-three, began life for himself on the 
family homestead, which he has since operated, purchasing his brother's inter- 
est in the place some years ago and becoming sole owner. H e  has made a 
close and critical study of agricultural science, understands the nature and 
adaptability of soils and by applying his knowledge of practical ends has met 
with encouraging success in his chosen calling, occupying at this time a place 
in the front rank of Isabella county's representative farmers. Since taking 
possession of his farm. he has added a number of improvements, including the 
remodeling of the residence, the erection of a fine harn, forty by eighty-one 
feet in size, and putting up many rods of fencing, besides beautifying the same 
so that his home is now among the most valuable and desirable in the section 
of country where it is situated. 

On 0ctol:er 14. ~ 9 0 2 .  Mr. Graham entered the marriage relation with 
Ida Byron, who was born hfay 21. 1883, and who departed this life in De- 
cember, 1908, leaving. besides a husband, two children and a host of friends 
to mourn her untimely loss Chester D., the older of the children, mas born 
August 23, 1903; the younger, a daughter who ansners to the name of 
Eloida M., was born on December 19. 1906. 

WILSON CHESTER PERKINS. 

The enterprising business man whose name introduces this sketch is a 
leading citizen of Winn. Michigan. and since moving to the town has been 
untlring in his efforts to promote the matters of interest of the same and 
give it publicity as a desirable place of residence, a fine business point and a 
favorable locality for the judicious investing of capital. W. C. Perkins is a 
native of Lenanee county, Xichigan, born in the town of Hudson on April 
19, 1S69. His father, Chester J. Perkins. came to Michigan a number of 
years ago from New York and settied in Lenawee county where, in due time, 
he married Charity Smith. later, about 1872, mo\iiig io St. Louis, &is state, 
and from that town, in 1874, to  Isabella county. of which he is still a resident. 

Wilson Chester Perkins was three years old when his parents moved to 
St. Louis and five when they transferred their residence to Isabella county. 
After spending the ensuing seven years in Coe township. he went to Gratiot 
county, where he remained fifteen years, during a part of which period he 
studied pharmacy, having previously obtained a good literary education, 
graduating from the Alma high school with a creditable record as a student. 
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Having decided to make the drug business his vocation, he devoted two years 
to  the study of the same at  Alma and Ithaca and for three years was in drug 
stores at the latter place and Ashley, making rapid progress and in due time 
acquiring a thorough knowledge of the profession. 

In 1896, Mr. Perkins established a drug business at Winn, which from 
the beginning Jvas very successful, more than meeting his expectations and 
gaining for him a ~rominent  place among the leading business men of the 
town. His establishment, one of the largest of the kind in the county, was 
stocked with every line of merchandise found in first class drug houses and in 
the management of the same Mr. Perkins displayed business and executive 
ability of a high order while his proficiency in pharmacy drew to him an ex- 
tensive patronage in that line. and gave him wide publicity as a skillful and 
accomplished druggist. On the 5th of September, 1910. Mr. Perkins sold 
this business to 0. J. Baker and engaged in the general mercantile business, 
embracing dry goods, groceries, etc., uilder the firm name of W. C. Perkins 
& Company. 

As indicated in a preceding paragraph, Mr. Perkins is an intelligent and 
enterprising man of affairs whose interest in the growth of his town is second 
to that of none of his fellow citizens and who has left nothing undone to pro- 
mote the material prosperity of the community. To him more than to  any 
other man belongs the credit of establishing various public utilities, including 
among others, the telephone from Shepherd to Winn, to the furtherance of 
which enterprise he devoted his time and energies until a sufficient number of 
subscriptions were procured to justify the management in extending the line 
between the two places and establishing a local exchange at the latter. The 
Winn Rural Telephone Company, mhich has been doing business about three 
years, operates one of the best lines in the state, the management being in the 
hands of capable and thoroughly reliable business men and the patronage in- 
cluding all of the best citizens of the towns where exchanges are maintained 
and along the various lines. 

Mr. Perkins was married on the 5th day or October, 1895, to Almina 
Miller, who was born in Gratiot county, this state, October 23, 1876, the union 

. being blessed with o n e  child, Leon Chester, whose birth occurred December 
19, 1902. Mr. Perkins takes a pardonable pride in the large business which 
he now commands, and the establishment of which he is the head is certainly 
a credit to himself and decidedly a valuable asset to the commercial interests 
of  the town. H e  is an influential worker in several secret fraternal societies. 
being a member of Cedar Valley Lodge No. 383, Free and Accepted Masons, 
which he served one term as secretary; is identified with the Knights of the 
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Maccabees at  Winn; the Independent Order of 'Odd Fellows a t  the same 
place, and formerly belonged to the Knights of Pythias lodge at Ashley, though 
not connected with the organization at  the present time. Interested in all that 
pertains to the general welfare of the community and keeping in touch with 
the times on matters of public import, he wields a strong influence for good, 
and as a business man, neighbor and citizen, is held in very high esteem. 

JOHN BOETTNER. 

Holding distinctive prestige among the enterprising agriculturists of 
Deerfield township, Isabella county, is John Boettner. whose record here briefly 
outlined is that of a self-made man who. by the exercise of talents with which 
nature endowed him, has saccessf~~lly surmounted the obstacles encountered 
in his earlier years and risen to a position as one of the substantial and in- 
fluential men of the community honored by his residence. He is a very credit- 
able representative of that large class of German citizens who have taken up 
their residence in this country, possessing many of the admirable qualities and 
characteristics of that sturdy race that has done so much in the general cle- 
1-elopment of our various states. 

Xi-. Goettner \\-as b ~ r n  in  the d a g e  of Erbenhausen, Hessen. Germany: 
September 11, 18j8. H e  grew to maturity there, went to school eight years, 
and assisted his father with his work.. thus assisting to support the family. 
T h e  father dying 11-hen John was nine years of age, much responsibility was 
thrown upon him. This was one of the reasons why he did not enlist in the 
regular army, but he trained for a time and ~ o u l d  have been subject to being 
called out in case of I\-ar. When John left his parental roof-tree, his two 
brothers did the work at home. His mother died when he mas one day old 
aml the h ther  married  gain. Before coming to America John Boettner 
n-orked oii a i z r m  eight cr zize years sr a farm hand. Having relatives in 
America and desiring to see our country he emigrated to our shores, but not 
with the intention of remaining permanently. H e  reached New York on 
May 3, 1881. and soon visited his relatives in Elkhart, remaining there the fol- 
lowing summer and finally decided to remain in the United States, so he hired 
out on a farm near Elkhart. remaining there one year. His friend, Peter 
Gruss, whose sketch appears in this work. was then living in Isabella county, 
Michigan. and inviting :Mr. Boettner to visit him, he did so. This country 
~ v a s  then practically a wilderness, but he liked it and has never desired to 
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change his place of residence, for he'saw that it was large in opportunities 
for  young men. H e  was then twenty-seven years of age. H e  purchased 
forty acres for eight hundred dollars, all of which was wooded but four 
acres, the road passing this place had just been made, later Mr. Boettner 
assisted a great deal i n  building roads in this vicinity. H e  now owns eighty 
acres, the other forty having been purchased in 1894. I t  is all good land and 
raises excellent crops under his skillful management. 

After deciding to  make his future home in America, Mr. Boettner sent 
for his sweetheart and they were married in this country on May 30, 188j. 
Her maiden name was Christina Altheino, who was born in Germany Septem- 
ber 16, 1864. This union has resulted in the birth of the following children: 
Anne, who graduated from the State Normal School at Mt. Pleasant; Eliza- 
beth, Mary, John and Hilda. 

Mr. Boettner has made all the improvements on his place, building a 
large, convenient and comfortable dwelling, two stories and a cellar, also a 
large barn with a cement basement under its entire extent. His fields are 
free from stumps and rocks and his land is in first-class condition and has 
been well kept and is substantially fenced, with woven wire for the most 
part. H e  has sixty-five acres under cukivation, the rest being in pasture, 
with a wood-lot of ten acres. H e  has been very successful raising stock, 
especially hogs, which he prepares for the market. 

Both he and his wife belong to the Gleaners arbor at Deerfield. They 
belong to the Lutheran church at  Bloomfield, and he has held some of the 
church offices. Politically he is a Republican. H e  was school treasurer for 
nine years and assisted in building a new school house in this district. H e  
was elected justice of the peace and served in this capacity very acceptably 
for a period of four years, also served as highway commissioner one term 
and school inspector one term. H e  was chairman of the committee that se- 
cured the first free rural delivery route through from Mt. Pleasant, route No. 
I ;  he worked very hard for this and was also instrumental in securing tele- 
phones fc r  the firrr.ers ir. this vicinity. he having assisted in secnring a certain 
number of  subscribers in order to get the enterprise started. H e  is a meinber 
of the Farmers' Club, having for its object the protection of the interests of 
its members and for the promotion of enterprises in the township. But he is 
not so active in political matters as formerly, though he stands ready to  do 
anything to promote .the general good. He has modern farming machinery, 
and he is now planning extensive improvements on his place. H e  has been 
very successful. 
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OSCAR SMITH. 

Oscar Smith was born May 6, 18jj, in Eaton county, M-ichigan, and 
grew to maturity on his father's farm, with the rugged duties of which he 
early became familiar. H e  obtained a public school education and remained 
at home until his twenty-third year, working at intervals, the meanwhile, at  
any kind of honest labor he could find, but devoting the greater part of the 
time to the home farm. In  1878 he married the young lady of his choice 
whose name was Lovinia Favorite. and who, like himself, was a native of 
Eaton county, her home at the time she became his wife being at the town of 
Brookfield. Her  mother, Mrs. Mary Favorite, was seventy-one years old a t  
the time of her death, which occurred on April 15, 1911. Shortly after his 
marriage Mr. Smith moved to Lake Odessa, a new town which had just been 
laid out,  here for about six years he was variously employed, working at odd 
johs, hauling building material and doing general teaming. Before locating 
at  the above place, he had purchased a small tract of land near Brookfield, 
which increased rapidly in value with the growth of the latter town and which 
he sold at a handsome profit a short time prior to transferring his residence 
to Lake Odessa. 

Disposing of his interests in that place at the expiration of the period 
indicated, Mr. Smith moved to Isabella county and bought from a lilmber 
company eighty acres of land in Fremont township, the first growth of which 
had been cut off. leaving the stumps, trash and undergrowth, which required 
a great deal of .  hard labor to remove. With his characteristic ener,y, hom- 
ever, he addressed himself to the task and in the course of a few years the 
obstructions disappeared and the virgin soil was in condition for tillage. Not 
long after moving to the new home, Mrs. Smith became quite ill and that she 
might have the treatment she so much needed her husband took her to the 
home of her parents, where. under the tender care and loving ministration of 
her mother, she gradually recovered her accustomed health and strength and 
in due time returned to her husband with health iuiiy restored. During her 
absence Mr. Smith lived by himself and at times was very ioneiy, but hard 
labor being the best panacea for such a condition, he applied himself very 
diligently and by the time she was ready to return he had a goodly part of 
his farm ready for tillage and a number of improvements made. 

Mr. Smith has sixty of his eighty acres in cultivation and his improve- 
ments are among the best in the neighborhood. The farm occupies a part 
of an elevated tract of land from which a splendid view of the surrounding 
country for many miles can be obtained, for which reason he calls his place 
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"Fairview Farm," certainly a very appropriate name, as all who see it readily 
admit. Recently he erected a large barn, forty by sixty feet in size, with base- 
ment under the entire structure, this with a comfortable dwelling, good out- 
buildings, substantial wire fences and various other improvements, adding 
greatly to the appearance and value of the farm and making it a home of 
which he feels deservedly proud, representing as i t  does the labor of his o n n  
hands. The first year of his marriage, Mr. Smith went to  Kansas with the 
object of locating in that state, but the country not meeting his expectations, 
he returned after a few mcnths, satisfied with his brief experience in the 
West. He is now well situated to enjoy the many material blessings with 
which he has surrounded himself and family and his present intention is to  
spend the remainder of his days at the pleasant home which he now occupies. 
H e  votes the Republican ticket, but is not a very active politician, neither has 
he any ambition to gratify in the way of holding office; nevertheless. he 
served his township nine years as school director, and proved a capable and 
judicious public servant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have two children, Ira, who is married to Iva Riggles 
and lives in Fremont township, and William, who is unmarried and a citizen 
of Jackson township, both being farmers and greatly esteemed in their re- 
spective places of residence. 

PETER GRUSS. 

Hard and laborious effort was the lot of Peter Gruss during his youth and 
early manhood, but his fidelity to duty won him the respect and confidence of 
those with whom he was thrown in contact and by patient continuance in well 
doing he gradually arose from an humble station t o  his present high standing 
among the leading farmers of Isabella county. Always giving his personal 
attention to his various industries with the same energy and foresight that 
have characterized his labors during his busy and honorable career and having 
every dollar in his possession as the result of honest effort, and that, too, in the 
face of opposing obstacles and not a few adverse circumstances, he can with- 
out ostentation lay ciaim to  the proud American title of self-made man, al- 
though Mr. Gruss is an American by adoption only, his birth having occurred 
in Germany on June 29, 1854, in Brusse. He grew to maturity in the father- 
land and obtained his education there. Believing that larger opportunities 
awaited one of his inclination in the United States. he emigrated to our shores 
when tn-enty-eight years of age, locating at Grand Rapids. Michigan. Be- 
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fore leaving his native land he had served three years in the army of the empire 
and had learned the butcher's trade, and, as stated, having received a good 
education he was well equipped to  take up his work in this country and it was 
not long until he had a good start. H e  was brought up in a village, but he had 
the opportunity of learning the butcher business in a city, and he worked at 
the same until he was twenty years of age, then went into the army, xhich is 
the custom in Germany. He was a soldier from 1875 to 1878. His sister's 
husband dying after the subject left the army, he took charge of his business. 
that of a hotel-keeper, and conducted it very successfully. H e  stayed at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, two years. Not liking the trade of butcher in America, 
he took to farming. Jn the fall of 1884 he returned to Germany and came 
back to America in the spring of 1885, working for his former employer near 
Grand Rapids. On January 13, 1885, while living in Grand Rapids, he was 
married to Anna Theisen, who was born December 8. 1863. in Germany. the 
daughter of Nicholas and Kate Theisen. She was four years old when her 
parents brought her to  Big Rapids, but she met Mr. Gruss in Grand Rapids. 
whither she had later moved. This union has resulted in the birth of the 
f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  children: Elizabeth, born September 20, 1888: Emma. born March 
9, 1890 ; Joseph, born April 6, 1891 : Frederick. born July 31. 1893 : Frank, 
born January 9. 189 j ; Margaret, born August 6, 1897: Marie, born July 6, 
1900. The oldest child, a son, died when one year old, in the fall of 1886. 
The above named cniidren are ail single and are i i~i i ig at  home. excepting 
Elizabeth, who was married November.8, 1910. 

After his marriage Mr. Gruss lived in Grand Rapids two weeks, moving 
to his present place on January 28, 1885. He bought eighty acres, for which 
he paid twelve hundred and fifty dollars. This XI-as timbered land and he has 
had plenty to do in clearing and developing it. but he has non- one of the 
best improved places in the township. He has since added to his original 
purchase as he has prospered. first, forty acres. later ten acres, all adjoining. 
At present he has about fifteen acres ir, the woods. He has almost every kind 
o i  iruic knou.11 in this latitude, Sut c o x  in !arge y a n t i t l e s .  I le  raise5 a 
great deal of wheat. which, under his skillful management, averages a yield 
of twenty-five bushels per acre. H e  has built a substantial and convenient 
house, with a good cellar, a large and well arranged barn with a basement, also 

. built tool shed, sheep pen, granary and many other outbuildings and general 
improvements. H e  keeps some good stock of various kinds and is a very 
successful farmer and stock raiser. H e  uses up-to-date farming implements. 
has a good wind-mill, and he usually feeds cattle in the winter, selling them 
in the spring. 
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Mr. Gruss is a member of the Catholic church at  Beal City, was a mem- 
ber of the church committee three o r  four years. H e  was pathmaster for two 
terms and has held some of the school offices, though he is not an office seeker, 
caring but little for public positions. Politically he is a Democrat, but he 
usually votes for the best man. 

The  subject's father, Peter Gruss. was born in Germany in 1813. H e  
married Elizabeth Weiber, who was born in the same neighborhood in 1822. 
The father's death occurred in ~ g o j ,  having survived his wife twenty years, 
her death having occurred in 18Sj. They spent their entire lives in Germany 
where the rest of the snbject's relatives reside. 

WILLIAM H. MOODY. 

The subject of this britf biographical mention was born May 13, 1838, 
in Washtenaw county, Michigan, and has spent his life within the limits of 
his native state. In  1841, when three years old, he was taken to Eaton county 
by his parents where he grew to maturity amid the invigorating breezes and 
wholesome discipline of rural life, the meanwhile doing his proportionate 
share of the farm work and attending the schools of the locality as oppor- 
tunities afforded. Reared to habits of industry and early impressed xith the 
idea that idleness is almost equivalent. to crime, he reached the age of young 
manhood with proper conceptions of life and well founded plans for his future 
course of action. Accustomed to  farm labor from his youth, he chose agri- 
culture for his vocation, and on attaining his majority engaged in the same 
in Eaton county where he continued to reside until his removal, in 1879, to  
the county of Isabella. On coming to this part of the state Mr. Xoody pur- 
chased the tract of land in Rolland township where he has since lived, a part 
of which he has improved in the meantime and established a comfortable and 
attractive homestead. H e  has k e n  a diligent worker and a gnod rrazrger 
and the one hundred and twenty acres of valuable land now in his possession 
represents the labor of his own hands. 

Mr. Moody has held various offices in his township from time to time, 
in which he displayed sound judgment and a commendable interest in the wel- 
fare of the pubk ,  and aside from these he has always given his aid and in- 
fluence to  all worthy measures for the advancement of the community and the 
good of his fellow men. His neighbors esteem him highly for his many 
sterling qualities and in all the elements of honorable manhood and citizenship 
he stands a worthy example. 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 9 9  

While a resident of Eaton county, Mr. Moody married the lady of his 
choice, who bore the maiden name of Rachel Doxsie, and whose birth occurred 
in that part of the state on the 12th day of April, 1841. The family of this 
worthy couple originally consisted of five children, all but one living, their 
names being as follows: Charles; Efelda, wife of William Delo: -4nsel L. and 
Clarence E.. the last two mentioned elsewhere in these pages; Stephen. the 
second in order of birth, died some time ago in Fremont township, this county. 

Religiously Mr. and Mrs. Moody are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and zealous in the various lines of work under the auspices of the local 
society with which identified. H e  possesses much more than ordinary ability 
as a public speaker, which with his activity an'd zeal has been the means of 
causing many to  repent of their sins and seek the better life. 

P E R R Y  H. ESTEE,  SR. 

This biographical memoir has to do with a character of unusual force and 
eminence, for Ferry H. Estee, Sr., whose life chapter has been closed by the 
fate that awaits all mankind, was for a long lapse of years one of the prom- 
inent men of Isabella county, having come to  this section among the earliest 
of the pioneers,-in facr he is supposed to have been here before the Indians 
made this their place of abode, by some two years, and he had the honor of 
placing the center stake on the site of the present thriving city of Mt. Pleas- 
ant. for while he was not a surveycr by profession he occasionally followed 
that line of work. H e  was present at  both the noted treaties of Dogton-n. 
H e  assisted in every way possible in bringing about the transformation of the 
county, especially Coe township, where he maintained his home. from the 
wild condition which he found upon his advent here to its later day progress 
and improveiiien:. 'Vl'hik he c~r r ied  02 his chosen line of endeavor in such 
a manner as to gain a ~ o i i i f o i t ~ S ! ~  competexe fer himself. he also belonged 
to that class of representative citizens who promote the public \\-elfare while 
promoting individual success. There were in him sterling traits which corn- 
manded unbounded confidence and regard, and his memory is today honored 
by all who knew him and is enshrined in the hearts of his many friends. 

Perry H. Estee, Sr., who was named by his parents Olirer Hazard 
Perry, after the great naval commander on the Great Lakes during the \var 
of 181z. changed his name himself to Perry H. when he grew up. He was 
born in Water Valley, Erie county, New York, on September 9. 182.4, the 
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son of Silas and Mary (Hodge) Estee, who were among the very first families 
to emigrate to Coe township, this county. The father died when the subject . 
was seventeen years of age and the latter started in life for himself. He had 
the advantage of a very good education and he taught school for three terms 
in New York state. In Chautauqua county, that state, he bought one hun- 
dred acres of land,. .After farming five years he sold his place and emigrated 
to Iowa. Mr. Estee and a party of men were coming into Isabella county, 
Michigan, to settle and they were met in the northern part of Clinton county 
by seventeen men who mere returning from Isabella county, who informed 
the immigrants that all the land in Isabella county was good, advising them 
to lose no time in getting possession of some of the land there before it was 
all taken. One of the party of seventeen produced a plat of Coe township 
and advised Mr. Estee to take up a certain tract at  once; he hastened back to 
the land office, a distance of sixteen miles, and selected the northeast quarter 
of section 18, Coe township. Two days later found him camped on the 
banks of Salt river in Isabella county. The following day he and his travel- 
ing companions examined their land, and for their supper that night they 
had but one water biscuit apiece. They later returned to Erie county, New 
York, where Mr. Estee taught school one year, after which he returned to 
his land in Isabella county and cut the first tree in the section on XI-hich he 
located, his nearest neighbor being a mile distant. Mr. Estee assisted, in the 
erection of the first frame building of the county, the saw mill of John Re!-- 
nolds. in section 9, Coe township. He became very successful, owning one 
hundred and fifty-four acres at  cne time and eighty-four at the time of his 
death: which was equally divided between his son. Perry H.. Jr.? whose sketch 
appears herein, and a daughter. H e  took the first assessment of the county, 
and he was the second supervisor of Coe township, which was the first town- 
ship organized in the county. 

Mr. Estee was a member of the state constitutional convention in 1867. 
H e  was judge of the probate court four years. and was the first township 
clerk of Coe township. H e  was justice of the peace for eight years. He was 
an Abolitionist, and after the organization of the county he was a Republi- 
can. As a public servant he did a great deal of good, being a man of ability 
and watchful in discharging his duties to the general good, and he won the 
confidence, the esteem and hearty commendation of his constituents and all 
concerned. He was a man of the people, broad-minded, alert, and capable. 

Mr. Estee was married in Eden, Erie county, New York, on October 24, 
1848, to Carrie Dole, who was born in Eden, September 13, 1825, and this 
union resulted in the birth of these children: Linus D., Mary E., Hattie, Free 
and Perry H., Jr. 
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Mr. Estee, as  stated above, was a very important factor in the affairs of 
Isabella county in the early days of its history, politically and industrially. 
and was highly respected by all classes. The  death of this excellent citizen 
occurred March 31, 1907, his wife, a woman of beautiful attributes. dying 
May 13, 1901. 

ALFRED LITTLE. 

This worthy old pioneer is one of the none too numerous connecting links 
between the present and that picturesque period now almost buried in the mists 
of the past. H e  has been a witness of Isabella county's development from the 
virgin forest to its present prosperous condition. Homes and villages have 
sprung up on e\,ery hand smce he first saw- the county: forests have disap- 
peared before the axe wielded by the strong arm of the woodsman; farms, 
with fertile, well tilled fields, fine orchards, comfortable buildings, and all 
the adjuncts of civilization, have taken the place of the tangled wilderness 
which shcltered numerous beasts of prey and the painted Indian. UseIess to 
add he has taken no small part in the development of this locality. 

Kifred Little was born on November 3, 1844, in Wayne county, Ohio, 
where he remained until he was ten years of age, but most of his life has been 
spent in Isabella county. Michigan, his residence now being in Denver town- 
ship. His father, John Little, was born in Pennsylvania, in 1813, and re- 
mained there until after his marriage to Catherine Smith, who was born in 
the same neighborhood in Pennsylvania, in 1815. The father followed team- 
ing in his native county, also after his removal to Ohio. They remained in 
the latter state several years, then came to Ionia county, Michigan, having 
made the long journey overland by team in typical pioneer fashion. The present 
large city of Lansing was at that time unthought of, the site of that city then 
being a field of stumps; the following year the railroad was built to Ionia. 
The  father bought eighty acres at  first, for which he paid four hundred dollars. 
I t  was good land and he established a very comfortable home here in rime. 
When the homestead Ian- became effective, he secured eighty acres more, this 
being swamp land. H e  rented a place of one hundred and ninety-eight acres, 
later buying the same, paying the sum of four thousand and five hundred dol- 
lars for the land, tools and crops. The following year his two oldest sons 
went to war, leaving four sons at home who assisted with the farm work. 
Tile parents died on this place, the mother's death occurring about 1886 and 
the father about 1895, he reaching an advanced age. H e  was an honest and 
kind-hearted man n-hom everybody liked. 
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The children sold the fzrm at  a fairly good profit, receiving fifteen hun- 
dred dollars more than he gave for it. His family consisted of the following 
children : Andrew is living at  Belding, Michigan; Margaret lives in Montcalm 
county, this state; William lives in Denver township, this county; Dorothy 
lives in Belding, Michigan; Alfred, of this review. 

Alfred Little received his education in the public schools of his native 
community in Ohio and Ionia county, Michigan, working on the home farm 
during the summer months. and remaining there until he got a start in life, 
or  for a period of twenty-eight years. When he was thirty-three years of age 
he was married to Ellen Rock, in Palo, Ionia county, on January 20. 1877. 
She was born in 1853 in Shiawassee county, Michigan, and accompanied her 
brothers to Ionia county when young. 

Mr. Little remained on the home place until he purchased the farm where 
he now resides. His brother came to this county with him. Alfred bought 
eighty acres, all in timber with the exception of seven or eight acres, for 
which he paid eleven hundred and fifty dollars, cleared all the land himself. 
built a barn thirty-six by fifty feet, also built several sheds and made many 
substantial improvements. H e  works about fifty-five acres, has twenty acres 
of woods, and he raises principally corn and beans. H e  keeps horses, cows 
and sheep and has a good place and comfortable home. 

Politically. Mr. Little is a Democrat. H e  has served very ably as town- 
ship treasurer for nine years, and as justice of the peace for four years. 

EXCHANGE SAVINGS BANK. 

A bank means something more to a community than simply a medium of 
exchange. The convenience afforded the public by a banking institution is 
only one of its many functions. I t  is, in a real sense, an educator, a counselor 
and a friend. When one chooses his banking home, he does wisely when he 
thinks over the character and motives of the men with whom he will come 
in close contact while transacting his ordinary commercial business with the 
institution. No man is a complete tower of strength unto himself as he 
passes along the highways of industry in this world. H e  is strengthened or  
weakened by his associates, and there always comes a time when friendly 
counsel will be valuable t o  him. In performing the function of a business 
friend the banker is filling his most important place in the community. 

One of the most popular and sound institutions of the state of Michigan 
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is the Exchange Savings Bank of Mt. Pleasant, and the good it has done 
Isabella county is far-reaching and inestimable, as i t  has maintained a splendid 
record for a period of upwards of thirty years, gaining a very solid standing 
in the commercial and financial world. I t  has been conducted in a safe 
and conservative manner, so as to gain and retain the unbounded confidence 
of the people, having thrown around its patrons every possible safeguard 
and has been up-to-date in all its business methods. This bank was first 
established as a private enterprise in 1881 by G. A. Dusenbury & Company, 
the members of the firm being George A. and William C. Dusenbury, and 
operated by them until 1888, when it was succeeded by hsenbury ,  Nelson 
& Company, that firm consisting of George A. Dusenbury, William C. Dusen- 
bury, Levi N. Smith, John Kinney and D. H. Nelson, which firm continued 
as a private institution, but adopted the !lame of Exchange Bank. In May, 
1894, the Exchange Savings Bank was organized and incorporated under the 
laws of the state, succeeding to the business of Dusenbury, Nelson & Com- 
pany, its first officers being Douglas H. Nelson, president; John Kinney and 
L. N. Smith, vice-presidents ; George -4. Dusenbury, cashier ; William C. 
Dusenbury, assistant cashier. The officials of this bank continued to change 
from time to  time until. upon the death of George A. Dusenbury, on Septem- 
ber 22, 1905, Arw-in E. Gorham (a complete sketch of whom appears else- 
w-here in this work) was elected president. The capital stock at that time 
was fifty thousand dollars, with a surplus and undivided profits of fifteen 
thousand dollars. Under the able. conscientious and judicious management 
of Mr. Gorham and his associates, it has gradually increased in all its depart- 
ments. Besides Mr. Gorham, the other officers of the bank in 1911 are as 
follows : Charles T. Grawn and Frank B. Whitehead, vice-presidents; Ches- 
ter A. Kellogg, cashier: Chester W. Riches, assistant cashier: Ella L. Frazer, 
assistant cashier, savings department: directors, C. M. Brooks. IVilliam E. 
Lewis, A. E. Gorham, C. T.  Grawn, Frhnk B. Whitehead, Francis McXamara 
and C. A. Kellogg. U p  to 1909 the bank remained in its old building, when 
new and more commodious quarters were planned, and an elegant, substantiai, 
modem and attractive building m-as erected, thoroughly equipped. The bank 
moved into its new quarters in Jnne, 1909. The management planned, in 
arranging the new- building, to meet the needs of both employes and custom- 
ers, and have succeeded in meeting all the requirements of a tidy, convenient 
and attractive banking office, cozy at  all seasons, having been quite solicitious 
with regard to the homelikeness of every appointment. Here business men 
who can waste no time find an air of prompt business methods which ought 
to satisfy their ideals. but at  the same time the management wishes to engen- 

(38) 
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der a feeling in all of its patrons that every employee, as well as every appoint- 
ment, has in mind the comfort and happiness of all who make these offices 
their banking home. 

Among the conveniences of this banking house which are worthy of 
specific notation are the safety deposit boxes ; the ladies' room, equipped with 
every convenience; the men's room, for purposes of writing, consultation, 
etc.; telephones, writing tables, equipped with stationery, etc. ; a notary public 
always at  hand in connection with the acknowledgment of papers, and every 
employee is instructed t o  be, in a sense, an information bureau ready to assist 
any patron of the bank in any possible way. The commercial department of 
this institution offers as liberal terms as are consistent with the principles of 
conservative banking, makes loans on approved securities, discounts comrner- 
cia1 paper, buys and sells exchange and gives especial attention to collections. 
This bank has an exclusive savings department, for handling savings deposits 
and certificates of deposit. This money is loaned exclusively on bonds and 
mortgages, on property worth at  least twice the amount loaned and which 
is set apart, under the law, for the protection of savings depositors. whose 
interests this bank has jealously guarded. Lady customers having business 
with this department will find a courteous attendant in charge and can be 
waited on at  a window opening into the ladies' rmo, a special feature, with 
every convenience, for the accommodation of lady customers. Special pains 
are taken to  make  his department attractive to the little people, and, in a 
sense, schooling is given to  those who desire t o  know how t o  do banking busi- 
ness correctly, and every opportunity is given them to learn the principles of 
banking as applied to the duties of this depository. 111 this department drafts 
are bought and sold on the leading foreign cities of the world. having arrange- 
ments by which this bank's own drafts are drawn d,irect. Corporation statis- 
tics and financial papers are always on file and at the service of the depositors, 
as is also any data or  knowledge the ntlnagement and employees may possess 
on financial sfihjects, no: held c~nfidentia!!y. Here is to be found two custom- 
ers' rooms, equipped with easy chairs, writing desks a"?. te!e$or?es. ~olely for 
the use of the patrons of this bank, for in planning and equipping the new 
building the purpose of  the management has been not merely to give them- 
selves a better home but to  provide more convenient and attractive quarters 
for t!le patrons of the bank and to  erect a building which would be an archi- 
tectural addition to  Mt. Pleasant. 

Following is a condensed statement of the business of the Exchange 
Savings Bank, which is criterion enough of its standing in the financial 
world: Resources: Loans and discounts, $201,315.26; bonds and mort- 
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gages, $163,188.30; banking house and fixtures, $16,000.00; overdrafts, 
$1,059.10; in transit, $5,244.66; cash in vault, $32;670.~8: cash in reserve 
banks, $90,613.15 ; total, $5 10,091.6 j. Liabilities : Capital and surplus, 
$7 ~ , ~ O O . O O  : undivided profits, $3, j16.oj ; deposits, $431,07 j.60 ; total, 
$j10,0g1.6j. 

The Exchange Savings Bank is the oldest financial institution of Isabella 
county, and its influence in the upbuilding of this locality cannot be estimated. 
I t  is in the market at all times for good loans. and makes a specialty of loaning 
its funds on Isabella county real estate. where the security is ample, and loans 
to school districts, the constant aim of the management being to throw around 
each loan every safeguard consistent with sound and conservative banking. 
This institution has greatly aided saving people whose deposits are received 
and interest paid upon them. The Exchange Savings Bank has certainly 
contributed her fc!! shzre to~vard placing Isabella county in a I-ery enviable 
position with the outside world in regard to her importance and prosperity. 

JOHN B. W E S T  

The subject of this sketch, x-ho is the oldest son of IVilliam and Mary 
Ann (Hennessey) West. XI-as born November 19. 187.;. in St. Mary's. On- 
tario, and since his fifth year has been living in Isabella township. Isabella 
county, Michigan, being at this time one of the leading citizens of the town- 
ship in which he resides. Like all boys reared amid the inspiring scenes of 
country life, he early became acquainted with the active duties of the farm, 
attended school during the ~vinter months and grew up strong of body and 
with a well defined purpose to  make the most of his opportunities so as to 
become of some use in the worid. He assisted in the cultivation of the home 
farm during his youthful years and on attaining his maturity engaged in the 
pursuit of agriculture for himself, though it was not until 1900 that he pur- 
chased his present farm in section 18. Isabella township, and began tilling the 
soil upon a more extensive scale. 

Mr. West's farm consists of eighty acres of very fine land which he has 
reduced to a high state of cultivation and improved with good buildings, in- 
cluding a barn, thirty-six by seventy-two feet in size, a comfortable modern 
residence, with the usual conveniences, and various outbuildings. the place 
being enclosed and subdivided with wire fences and well drained. While 
engaged in general farming, he gives special attention to grain and hay. of 
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which he grows large crops every year, and he is also interested in live stock, 
which branch of farming he finds quite remunerative and satisfactory. Mr. 
West uses the best modern implements and machinery and by carefully fol- 
lowing the most approved methods of tillage is sure of large and satisfactory 
returns from his labors. His financial success has been commensurate with 
the interest and energy which he has ever displayed and he is today the pos- 
sessor of a beautiful and desirable home and sufficient means to maintain him- 
self and family in comfort and to provide for the future welfare of his 
children. 

Mr. West is public spirited, takes pride in the development and growth 
of his township and county and lends his influence to all enterprises and meas- 
ures having for their end the material prosperity of the community and the 
general good of his fellow men. A Democrat on state and national issues, he 
is not bound by party in local affairs, where he gives his support to the 
candidate best qualified for the office to which he aspires. Fraternally he is 
an active member of the Knights of the Maccabees. and religiously is a 
Roman Catholic, belonging with his family to St. Henry's church, Vernon. 

Mr. West, on the 16th day of October, 1901, was married to Margaret 
Lawler, daughter of James and Catherine (Pierson) Lawler, both parents 
natives of Canada, the father born in 1847, the mother in the year 1846. Mr. 
Lawler died in 1906 and his widow now resides in Denver toxmship. this 
county. Mrs. West was born June 19, 1873, and her marrlage has been 
blessed with four children, Leo, Bernard, George and Helen. 

JOSEPH A. GRAHAM. 

The gentleman of whom the biographer writes in this connection is a 
native of Canada and a son of Andrew and iviaria Graham, tile former born 
in May, 1810, in Ireland, the latter in the year 1818 in the ciry or' Toronto, 
Ontario. These parents were married in the latter country and there spent the 
greater part of their lives, the mother dying in 1875, the father in 1880. 
Joseph A. Graham first saw the light of day at  Toronto in the year 1838, and 
spent his boyhood in his native city, receiving his preliminary education in 
the schools of the same, later pursuing his studies for some time in Buffalo, 
New York. After being graduated from the Bryant & Stratton Commercial 
College in the latter place, he turned his attention to educational work and 
for a period of fifteen years taught school at different places and for two years 
was bookkeeper for a business firm in the city of Toronto. 
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In 1875 Mr. Graham came to Isabella county, Michigan, and purchasing 
the northwest quarter of section 15, Isabella township, at once addressed him- 
self to  the clearing and improving of his land, working on the same during 
the spring and summer and part of  the fall months and devoting the winter 
season to teaching in the district schools. By energetic and well directed 
effort, he finally reduced the greater part of his land to cultivation and by mak- 
ing improvements from time to time added greatly to the value and attractive- 
ness of a farm which is now not only among the most productive in the town- 
ship, but is also one of the most beautiful and desirable country homes of the 
community in which it is situated. 

Mr. Graham brought to his vocation a well disciplined mind and by 
reason of his intelligence he has long held a position of influence among his 
neighbors and fellow citizecs. For a period of six years he n-as official sur- 
veyor of Isabella county, the duties of which position he discharged in an 
able and signally creditable manner and served his township two years as 
clerk. besides holding various school offices and doing much to promote the 
cause of education in his own and other parts of the country. He n-as 
originally a Republican in politics, but becoming disappointed with the policies 
of the party and with its failure to redeem certain pledges made to the people, 
he severed his connection therewith and for some years has voted with the 
opposition, being at this time one of the leading Democrats of ~sabella town- 
ship and an influential factcr in the cause which he advocates and supports. 
Widely informed on the questions and issues of the times, he has well grounded 
convictions concerning the same and, though not narrowly partisan, he is 
firm in the defense of his opinions, but allows others the same rights of private 
judgment which he claims for himself. Fraternally he is a member of Lodge 
No. 305, Free and Accepted Masons, at Mt. Pleasant, and, though not identi- 
fied with any religious organization, he has great respect for the church and 
is a liberal contributor to the Methodist Episcopal society which he and 
his wife attend. 

Mary Ann Graham, who became the wife of the subject in 1882, was 
born November 18, 1838, and is the mother of three children, Hugh A,, Fred 
and Catherine E., the first two residents of Isabella county and esteemed by a11 
who know them. Hugh A. Graham, whose birth occurred on January 28, 
1863, married Effie Elwell and lives in Mt. Pleasant. H e  is an intelligent and 
well educated gentleman, and served as  county school commissioner for a 
period .of six years, previous to which time he was engaged in teaching. 
Since the expiration of his official terms, he has been devoting his attention to  
educational work and is now recognized as one of the most successful men of 
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the profession in Isabella county. Fred J. Graham, the second son, was born 
on April 18, 1865, and for some time past has been practicing medicine at  
Sumner, this state. H e  is an accomplished physician and surgeon, stands 
high in the profession and has gained more than local repute for efficiency 
and skill in alleviating human suffering. His first wife, formerly Elsie 
Standish, dying, he subsequently married Anna Mulford, a lady of beautiful 
life and character and a true helpmate in the noble work to which his talents 
are being devoted. Catherine E., the third child, was born December 14, 
1866. and died November 7, 1881. 

ROEERT H. CHAPMAN. 

The subject of this sketch is a prosperous farmer of Isabella township 
and as a citizen is worthy of mention among those who by upright lives and 
wholesome influence give stability to the body politic and respectability to 
the communities honored by their presence. Like many of the substantial 
yeomanry of Michigan, he. comes from the dominion of Canada. where his 
ancestors settled a number of years ago and where representatives of his 
family still lire. Robert Chapman. the subject's father. a native of York- 
shire, England, was born in 1804 and died in Canada in August, 1877. His 
wife, whose maiden name was Ann Wolf, also came from England, where 
her birth occurred in the year 1816. She departed this life a t  her home in 
York county, Ontario, in 1892. 

Robert H. Chapman \!-as born in Otobicoke, York county, Ontario, 
June 21. 1846. and spent'his childhood and youth in that town, receiving his 
education in the schools of the same. Leaving home at  the age of nineteen, 
he went to Palmyra. Xew York. where he learned the cabinetmaker's trade, 
and after xvorking at the trade three and a half years in that city returned to  
Canada to assist with the labor on the farm. One year later he \I-ent to Day 
county, Iowa, where he followed his vocation for a period of three years, a t  
the expiration of XI-hich time he returned to Canada and spent the ensuing five 
years in the province of Ontario. H e  then went to South Dakota, where he 
remained four and a half years, and in. 1885 came to Isabella county, Michi- 
gan. locating at  Rosebush, where for three years he applied himself to me- 
chanical work, removing at  the end of that time to a forty-acre farm in Isa- 
.bella township,, which he cultivated as a renter during the three years ensu- 
ing. purchasing eighty acres in section 16, at  the expiration of the period 
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indicated moving to the same, he applied himself energetically to its improve- 
ment and from that time to the present his career as a farmer has been very 
satisfactory. Mr. Chapman has brought his farm to a high state of cultiva- 
tion, raises abundant crops of all the grains, vegetables and fruits grown in 
this latitude and by contincous industry and good management has placed 
himself in easy circumstances. His improvements are among the best in the 
locality, and the prosperous appearance of everything on the farm marks him 
not only as  a man of energy but as possessing exceeding good taste. By re- 
modeling and adding to his residence. he now has a commodious and com- 
fortable home, equipped with many modern conveniences, his other buildings 
being in keeping therewith. I n  1903 he erected a fine barn, thirty-four by 
fifty feet in dimensions, with stone basement, and from time to time has 
further added to the value and productiveness of his land by a successful 
system of tile drainage, besides enclosing the farm and subdividing it into 
fields with the latest type of wire fencing. 

Mr. Chapman was happily married in 1875 to Sarah Steele, whose birth 
occurred in Peel county. Ontario, March 14. 18j8. Her parents, George and 
Mary (Armstrong) Steele, were natives of the dominion. the former born 
April 7, 1827, and is still living; the latter was born September j, 1832. and 
departed this life on the 12th day of .September, 1900. Mr. and Mrs. Chap- 
man are the parents of children as follows : Amelia M., wife of Pearl Doane; 
of Mt. Pleasant. was born in Canada, September 27, 187j. Eerbert G.. born 
May 28, 1877, is single and lives in South Dakota. Ernest J., who also is 
.unmarried and who is still with his parents, was born on the 24th day of 
March, 1879; Kina H., born in Soutli Dakota. Augxst -12. 1882. married 
Herbert Maybee and lives i11 Oil Center, California: Ida ill., now Mrs. Earl 
Johnson, born May 18, 1884. in South Dakota. is now living in Isabella 
to\\-nship,  here her husband is engaged in farming; Florence .Inn, born on 
the family homestead in this county. September 25, 1886. is unmarried and 
iivea in the city of Xa!aizazoo: Eva Orabel. Sorr. Xzj- zz;. :SF. is a membcr 
o i  tiie home circie, as is also Tb'illaril S., the yoilligejt of the faiili:~-. who 
was born on the 20th day of December, 1899.- 

Mr. Chapman votes with the Prohibition party, is earnest in the support 
of his principles and an uncompromising enemy of the liquor traffic. He has 
long been active in religious work, being a devout member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and for six years served as steward of the local society with 
\~-\-hich identified, also holding the posit io~ of trustee for a period of sewn 
years. Mrs. Chapman, whs is also an earnest and consistent Christian, has 
been superintendent of the Sunday school for  two years and during the past 
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ten years has served as president of the Ladies' Aid Society. She is a woman 
of fine mind and marked individuality, very capable in public religious work 
and one of the valuable members of the church to which she and her husband 
belong. 

EDGAR W. ALLEN. 

Individual enterprise, which is justly the boast of the American people, 
is strikingly exhibited in the career of the gentleman whose name forms the 
introduction to this sketch, for the well improved and well cultivated farm 
and splendid home which he has accumulated by his own efforts in Wise 
to~mship, Isabella county, would indicate that he has let no obstacle thwart 
him. He has been a very active man in the development of this part of the 
county. He has seen the rapid growth of this locality from the primeval 
woods, inhabited by red men and wild beasts and the part he has taken in this 
growth entitles him to a place in his county's history. 

Edgar W. Allen was born in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, March 13, 1841. 
When sixteen years old he moved with his parents to Genesee county, Michi- 
gan, and most of his life has, therefore, been spent in the Wolverine state. 
He is the son of Samuel and Nency A. (Douglass) Allen, the former born 
in Vermont, and his death occurred on July 31, I&%, in Tuscola county, 
Michigan: the mother was born in Connecticut in 1800 and her death oc- 
curred about 1886. These parents grew to maturity and were educated in 
the East, lived for some time after their marriage in northern New York, 
then moved to Ohio. Their son, Edgar W., was sixteen years of age when 
the family moved to Genesee county, Michigan, being the only son. He at- 
tended school in Ohio until he was sixteen years of age. He knew what 
hard work was early in life, being the main support of his aged parents. In 
the spring of 1871 Edgar W. Allen came to Saginaw, ~ichigan,  and re- 
mained there two years, and engaged in various kinds of work, on the dock, 
on farms, etc. In 1873 he came to Isaklla munty, and located in section 17, 
Wise township, when the country was wild and there were no established 
roads. He purchased eighty acres of land, all in the woods, sixty acres of 
which is now under cdti7ation. He has been very successful as a general 
farmer and fruit grower, has a well improved place and has erected substan- 
tial and comfortable buildi~gs. He has made a great success as a horticul- 
turist, being one of the largest fruit growers in the county, raises appks, 
plums, grapes and small fruit, and has twelve acres in fruit of various kinds. 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 60 I 

Everything about his place shows that a gentleman of good taste and indus- 
trious habits has its management in hand. H e  has made all the improvements 
himself and deserves the success he has attained. 

Mr. Allen was married while living in Genesee county, on September 9, 
1862, to Minerva A. Parker, who was born August 25,  1864, in Livingston 
county, New York. She is the daughter of Eden B. and Minerva (Bacon) 
Parker, natives of Vem~ont.  

Mr. Allen is a Republican in politics and he belongs to the Granger 
lodge. In August, 1883, he was appointed supervisor of Wise township to 
fill t h e  vacancy of James McLeod, and he was re-elected to this office in 
1884 and served very faithfully for five or  six years. H e  was later highway 
commissioner for one year, and he has also held school offices, such as school 
inspector. H e  is now justice of the peace, having held this office in a veq  
satisfactory manner for several years. H e  is one of the oldest settlers in the 
township and he is well known and highly honored by all classes. H e  has 
done his full share in the development of the community and is a man who 
has always performed very faithfuliy every task reposed in him. 

In his family are the following children: Maud M., who married W. T. 
Tubbs, lives in Alpena, Michigan; Ruth S. married L. E. McIntosh and 
lives with her father; Ralph C. married Ida Tucker, a jeweler and druggist 
a t  Harbor Beach, Michigan; Clyde C., who married Edna Kidd, is a painter 
by rrade and lives on his father's farm. 

PERRY H. ESTEE, JR. 

I t  is proper that the descendants of the old settlers. those who cleared the 
land of its primitive woods, should see that the doings of the early years are 
fitti.=,g!y rernerr.hered a d  recorded. Could the lives of the first settlers be 
:uEy m d  :ru:hfu!!y writton &at ar? interesting. thrilling and wonderful tale 
it would be. Think of the prolix journey from the North or  East, of the 
hardships of clearing the soil and the difficulties of properly rearing the family. 
A native of Coe township, Isabella county, and one of the best known and 
highly honored citizens of the same is Perry H. Estee, fr., a progressive 
farmer and stock raiser, who came to us from those picturesque days of the 
pioneer, who has lived to see and take part in the wondrous transformation of 
this locality, a man of many sterling attributes and worthy characteristics, 
like his distinguished father before him, and a man who, for varied reasons, is 
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eminently entitled to  conspicuous mention in a work of this character. 
Mr. Estee was born on his father's farm in Coe tonnship, this county. 
on June 23, 1866. H e  is the son of Perry H.  and Carrie (Dole) Estee, who 
are mentioned at proper length in another part of this volume. The subject, 
who was the youngest member of the family, grew to maturity under his 
parental roof-tree and attended school one-half mile north of his birth place. 
He worked on the home farm during the summer and attended school in the 
wintertime, in fact he has always engaged in farming. The father's place 
consisted at  one time of one hundred and fifty-four acres, but he sold twenty 
acres; t o  his son he gave forty acres, then sold ten acres more, owning eighty- 
four acres when he died, of v+hich the subject received forty-two acres and the 
sister the other forty-two acres, Perry H., Jr., having the one-half on which 
the buildings stand, which were erected by the father. He has a windmill and 
the place is well improved in every way and is under a high state of cultiva- 
tion. H e  keeps considerable good live stock of various kinds, and about three 
acres of his land is in fruit of a fine variety and quality. H e  sometimes has as 
much as  twenty-five acres in beans, which nets him a good profit. About 
seventy acres of his farm are under cultivation. H e  has a most excellent 
farm and he manages it with such skill that the best results possible are ob- 
tained. 

Mr. Estee is a member of the Gleaners, being a charter member of the 
arbor a t  Shepherd. H e  is s ~ h o o l  director at the present time and he takes an 
interest in whatever tends tc: promote the general good of his community. 

Mr. Estee was married to Ellen Coffman, who mas horn on February 5, 
1866, in Erie county. Pennsylvania, where her parents lived and died. The  
brother of the subject. whose wife had died in Pennsylvania. induced Ellen 
Coffn~an to come and make her home with his parents and keep house for 
them, and she was here t n o  years-before her marriage. n hich occurred 111 the 
present Estee home on March 12, 1887, and she and Mr. Estee have resided 
here continuously to the present time. 

Mr. Estee recalls the incidents of the early days here when he asslsted 
in clearing the home place. H e  o m ~ s  a farm of eighty acres in sectlon 17, 
-Lincoln township. on which he built a small house and a barn. He bought 
this place from his brother in 1s92, for which he paid twelve hundred dollars, 
and it is now worth four thousand dollars. Fifty acres are cleared, the rest 
being in timber, beech, maple and pine, the timber being worth over fifteen 
hundred dollars. H e  has now on this place fifteen acres of oats. twenty-six 
acres of clover, which he threshes for the seed. The rest is in pasture and 
miscellaneous crops. He intends to stock this farm with sheep. Mr. Estee 
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has worked hard and managed well and he has been amply repaid, being now 
very comfortably fixed and being one of the leading farmers and stock men 
of Coe township. 

To  Mr. and Mrs. Estee the following children have been born: Marion 
D. lives in Shepherd, having worked in Taylor's store for the past five years; 
Sadie L. V., Ivan and Iva (twins). Mary E., Perry H., Jr., Rush C., Merrill 
M. and Frances J. are a t  home. A child died in infancy xhen ten days old, 
unnamed. 

ALBERT G. STRUBLE. 

The success achieved by the gentleman whose name introduces this re- 
view entitles him to honorable mention among the representative citizens of 
Isabella county and it is with much satisfaction that the following outline of 
his career and tribute to his worth are accorded a place in these pages. Albert 
G. Struble, second son and third child of Henry and Eliza (Wickham) Stru- 
ble (see sketch of J. H. Struble), was born October I, 1864, in Williams 
county, Ohio, and in the spring of 1868 was brought to Isabella county, 
Michigan, by his parents who settled in the village of Shepherd, in Coe town- 
ship. Isabella county, where the lad spent his childhood and youth. Reared, 
to  habits of industry and thrift, he early proved a vaiuable assistant in a 
general store and at  farm work, etc., and while still young he made plans for 
his future. resolving to  be something more than a mere passive agent in the 
world. .At intervals during his minority he attended the public schools of 
Coe township and in the fall of 188;. xvhen he 1%-as married, he moved from 
Salt River, now called Shepherd, to a farr* in Lincoln township and in the 
fall 31 1588. \\-hen twenty-iour years old. began dealing in agricultural im'- 
plements and machinery, at Shepherd. Michigan. which business' for abodt 
thirteen years he carried on with success S U C ~  as feiv a::zi.,c. 

In  addition to his reg-uiar business Mr. Strcbie, froill time to time, 5;s 
been and is now identified 3 i th  vZri6us enterprises, including the Central 
State Savings Bank. at  Shepherd, which he took the leading part in organiz- 
ing, also the Winn Banking Company. which he helped to establish, and of 
\vhich he is the heaviest stockholder, director and ?ice-president in both 
banks besides at one time being a stockholder and director of the Isabella 
State Bank at  Mt. Pleasant, of which he was one of the first directors. The 
other utilities with yhich he is identified are the Union Telephone Companv, 
of  .%ha, this state, the Val!ey Telephone Company, at  Saginan-, in both of 
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which he is a heavy stockholder, and he also has various other interests in 
different places. Financially his success has been commensurate with the 
energy and judgment displayed in his undertakings, and at the present time 
he ranks among the large property holders and well-to-do men of central 
Michigan, among his possessions being the finely improved farm of t ~ - o  hun- 
dred acres in Coe township, valuable business property and a number of lots 
in Shepherd and other places. During his residence of the most of his life 
time in Salt River and Shepherd. he has taken a leading part in the develop- 
ment and growth of the town, served five years in the council, and was fore- 
most in every movement which had for its object the nelfare of the com- 
munity and the general good of the populace. 

Such a man would naturally become interested in political and public 
affairs and for a number of years Mr. Struble has kept pace with the times 
concerning all matters on which men and parties divide, and holds tenaciously 
to opinions which he forms only after deiiberation. He votes the Republican 
ticket and is ar, influential factor in his party, though not a partisan, much 
less a seeker after the honors and of office. He holds member- 
ship with Salt River Lodge No. 288, Free and Accepted Masons, and for 
several years served as secretary of the same, besides contributing in many 
other ways to bring about the flourishing condition for which the organization 
now is noted. 

Mr. Struble, on October 7, 1885, was united in marriage with Jennie E. 
Morris, born January I I, 1858, whose parents, Franklin and Mary J. (Annis) 
Morris, were born in the years 1830 and 1836, respectively, the father dying 
in 1897; the mother, who is still living, makes her home in Lincoln township, 
this county. Mr. and Mrs. Struble have two children, the older of whom, 
Edna Alberta, born January 19, 1 8 9 ,  is a teacher and lives with her parents, 
and will graduate in June, 1911, at the State Normal School in Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan; Lena Belle, who also is a member of the home circle, was born 
Oc~ober 17, 1903, and 'is now attending the Shepherd, Xichigan. pubiic 
schooi 

HARRISON ABBOTT 

Few residents of Isabella county were as  widely known and as highly 
esteemed as  the late Harrison Abbott, of Coe township. Coming to Michi- 
gan in an early day, he bore an active part in the development of the section 
of country in which he settled and by a long life singularly free from fault 
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and largely devoted to the welfare of those with whom he mingled, he earned 
the confidence of his feIlovr men and left t o  his descendants a name above 
the suspicion of dishonor. Mr. Abbott was a native of New England and 
inherited many of the sterling characteristics of a long line of sturdy ances- 
tors. He.was born in Shsftsbury, Vermont, October 4, 1823, and when 
eight years old accon~panied his parents, Adna and Cynthia Abbott, to Wash- 
ing-ton county, New York, -*.here he grew to maturity and received his edu- 
cational traininq. On May 26, 1853, at Hartford, New York, he was united 
in marriage with Martha A. Walling, whose birth occurred at  Gouverneur, that 
state, January 8, 1828, she being a daughter of William and Polly (Smith) 
Walling, the father a well known resident of Gouverneur and for many years 
proprietor of a shoe shop in the place of his residence. 

In the year 1868 Mr. Abbott disposed of his interests in New York state 
and moved to Isabella county, Michigan. purchasing a section of fine land in 
Coe township for which he paid the sum of thirty-five dollars per acre and 
which, by persevering and well directed labor, was in due time improved and 
became one of the most beautiful and desirable farms in that locality. H e  

' 

raised abundant crops of all the grains and vegetables common to central 
Michigan, besides devoting considerable attention to live stock, and from the 
splendid maple orchard on his farm he was known to make as high as eight 
hundred pounds of sugar a year, the greater part of which was sold at the 
neighboring store or exchanged for such commodities as the family needed. 

In all that constituted a successful agriculturist and enterprising man of 
affairs, Mr. Abbott was easily the peer of any of his fellow citizens and. 
though of quiet demeanor and a true type of modest worth, he exercised a 
strong influence for good in his neighborhood and always stood for  the right 
and for the strict enforcement of law and order. In his relations with his 
fellow men he was the sou! of honor and wherever known his simple word 
had all the sanctI:y of a written obligation. His ideals were aiways high and 
his purposes noble and it was ever his aim to realize within himself the high 
st3nrlxd cf rnadxod and citizenship which he hoped might become general 
in a community whose morzls were not always at a premium and good gov- 
ernment at  times was lacking. Personally, he was a man of pure and clean 
habits and it was 11-ithout boxting that he abstained from all kinds of intoxi- 
cants, never used tobacco in any form, nor indulged in any kind of excesses 
which pollute the body and degrade the better nature. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abbott mere the parents of two children, namely: MariIIa. 
born in IVhite Creek, New York, October 25, 1856, married W. E. Preston, 
of Mt. Pleasant, where the ccup!e now live (see sketch of W. E. Preston) : 
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Miles D., whose birth occurred in White Creek, July 24, 1860, was married 
April 18, 1881, to Mina Walton and is now engaged in farming. 

Harrison Abbott lived beyond the allotted span and, like a shock of 
wheat fully ripened for the garner, was gathered to his fathers in his eighty- 
fourth year, dying from old age and feebleness on September 18, 1907. 

JAMES E. WOOD. 

In calling the reader's attention to the honorable and successful career 
of James E. Wood, well known farmer and merchant and public-spirited 
citizen of Gilmore, Gilmore township, Isabella county, no attempt shall be 
made to recount all the important acts in his useful and busy life, for it is 
deemed that only a few of the interesting incidents in his career will suffice 
to show him to  be eminently worthy of a place in this volume along with his 
fellows of high standing and recognized, worth. 

Mr. Wood was born on July 21, 1872,  in Gilmore township. this county, 
the son of Jesse H. and Martha Jane Wood, the father born in Pennsylvania 
in 1838 and the mother also in that state in 1842. The elder Wood has a very 
pleasant home in Fanvell and is a highly respected man. His family con- 
sists of the following children, h - ing  : Thomas, Hiram L., Hannah, James, 
of this review, Henry, Mary Effie, Jessie J.; Walter died in 1910. The par- 
ents of these children came to this county in 1865 settled first in Gratiot 
county. then came to Gilmore township. Isabella county. the father home- 
steading eighty acres, whic!~, with the assistance of his sons, he cleared,, at  
least the major part of it. The family lived at  Forest Hill, Gratiot county, 
one year, and, having little money when they first came to this state. suffered 
a great many hardships. They assisted in making a trail in order to get into 
Isabella county. After getting a start they lived very comfortably. 

James E. Wood grew to maturity in his native cnmmunity and went to 
school &I the Schofield district, Gilinore township. During the summer 
months he assisted with the work on the farm, working out some, being com- 
pelled, on account of hard times, to  hustle for  himself part of the time during 
his boyhood. H e  remained at home until he was twenty-one years of age, 
then worked in the woods, did jobbing, in fact, most anything to earn an 
honest dollar. H e  took contracts to clear land and do similar work. con- 
tinuing this at intervals for about seven years. H e  then went to Conneaut, 
Ohio, where he shoveled iron ore, and there he began saving his money and - 
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got a good start. Before going to  Conneaut he had purchased eighty acres 
of wild land in Gilmore township, for which he paid the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars. His father and brother owned a store here at  that time, and 
with the money he had saved at  Conneaut and his eighty acres he purchased 
the interest of his father in the store, which was worth three thousand four 
hundred dollars. H e  nent  in debt for part of it, then. on April 27, 1907, bought 
out his brother's interest, and he still owns and runs the store. 

On November 12, 1902, Mr. Wood was united in marriage with Frances 
C. Glass, daughter of Herbert and Hannah Glass. She \\as born on March 
17, 1878, in Gilmore ton-nship. Her  parents were old settlers in Gilmore 
township and were prominent in the early life there, being quite \\ell-to-do 
now, owning two hundred acres of excellent land, a fine home and several 
large barns. T v o  chiidren have been born to Mr  and Mrs. James E. Wood : 
William Wallace, born November 7, 1908, died Sovember 17. 1908: Herbert 
E.. born May 24, 1905. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Wood continued to  reside here. the 
former working in the store. He ran a grocery nagon most of the time, his 
brother doing the nork in the store, and he has folloved this nearly every 
summer since, he and his brother oxning each a half interest. James E. 
bought his brother's interest on April 27. 1907, since 1%-hich time he has 
managed the store alone. This store has a h a y s  been well patronized. The 
\4Tood Brothers built an addition to the store and remodeled the building, the 
store nou being nell arranged and attractive in appearance. They also had 
a cement basement dug under the store, and Mr. Wood has very recently 
added other important improvements, including a modern furnace which 
makes h ~ s  store very comfortable during the winter months and an acetylene 
gas lighting plant. The average sales at  this store now amount to seventy 
dollars daily and the trade is gradually increasing. Mr. Wood employs t n o  
men on the delibery wagon and such help as he needs in the store. During 
the year 1910 twenty tllousand dollars' n-orth of goods \\-ere sold, an increase 
of four hundred dollars over the previous year. A generai mercantiie stock 
is carried, including groceries, drugs. hardware. dry goods. shoes, etc. T h ~ s  la 

the only store in Gilmore to~vnship and it is patronized for miles around. I t  is 
located six miles from Farwell. nine miles from Weidman, ten miles from 
Rosebush and Clare, seven miles from Beal City and sixteen and one-half 
miles from Mt. Pleasant, thus being exceptionally well located, drawing cus- 
tomers from a wide fieId, in the midst of a prosperous farming community. 
The fact that the reputation of Mr. Wood among all his customers is that of 
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a scrupulously honest man has done much to  build up his fine trade. H e  keeps 
increasing his stock all the tlrne, and he is very grateful to  the people of this 
vicinity for their patronage. 

Mr. Wood is also the owner of one hundred and forty acres of good 
land in Gilmore township, which is well improved and is well kept, about 
eighty acres being in cultivation, the rest being in pasture and most of his 
time is spent on the farm with what help he needs, while his wife looks after 
the store. H e  keeps some stock, including a team of mules worth five hundred 
dollars. General farming is carried on. H e  has good wells on his farm, 
streams running across his fields. Most of i t  is well fenced and well drained. 
and he built a good barn on his place in I*. 

DAN McL-4CHLAN. 

The successful farmer and representative citizen whose career is here- 
with briefly outlined is a native of Canada, but since 1871 has been actively 
identified, with the- material interests of Isabella county, Michigan, of which 
he is now an honored resident. 

His father, John McLachlan. was born in Scotland in the year 1832, 
and. at the age of twenty-three. crossed the At!antic 2nd settled in Canada, 
where he secured land and engaged in agricultural pursuits. After residing 
in that country until 1860 he moved to the vicinity of Port  Huron, Michigan, 
and settled in the \voods among the Indians. having been one of the early 
pioneers of that part of the state and among the leading citizens of the com- 
munity which he helped plant in the wilderness. Ten years later he disposed 
of his interests in the county of St. Clair and changed his residence to Isa- 
bella county, purchasing lands in Isabella township, which in due time he 
cleared and developed into a fine farm of one hundred and twenty acres, 
where he lived until his death. in the year 1898. He married. ir? Crr?r?dz. 
Catharine McLachlan, who, though of the same family name as his own, 
was no relation, and became the father of ten children, whose names are as 
follows : Jessie, wife of Anthony F. Fitchell, lives in Isabella county; Daniel. 
subject of this review; Nancy, who married Chris Heins and died in this 
county some years ago; Catharine died unmarried; Hugh married Mary 
Fisher and is one of Isabella county's prosperous farmers; John, a resident 
of Mt. Pleasant, married Belle Porter and is a respected citizen of that town: 
Belle, now Mrs. Wallace Spaulding, lives in Isabella county, as does a!so 
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Duncan, the next in order of birth, a single man and enterprising citizen; 
Jennie, who married Joseph Raymond, lives in Wisconsin, and James, whose 
wife was formerly Dora Fall and who makes her home in the county of Isa- 
beUa, being the youngest of the number. 

Daniel McLachlan, the second of this large and highly esteemed family, 
was born in Canada on the 2zd day of February, 1845. Reared under ex- 
cellent home influence. he grew up a strong, well-developed lad, and at  the 
age of fifteen accompanied his parents to Michigan, \\here he early became 
familiar with woodcraft as a workman in various lumber camps. H e  fol- 
lowed that line of labor for a period of twenty years, during a part of whic!~ 
time he lived with his parents near Port Huron and from 1862 to 187j  made 
his home in Saginan-. moving from that city to Isabella county in the latter 
year, where he has since devoted his attention to the pursuit of agriculture. 
In  addition to his landed interests in this county he also owns a farm of 
eighty acres in the county of Midland ( a  lumber district). mhich he pur- 
chased for five hundred dollars, but which is now conservatively estimated at 
considerably in excess of seven thousand dollars. 

Mr. McLachlan received his early education in Canada. nhere he 
attended school during the winter months for several years. devoting the 
summer season to work on the family homestead. Later. by mingling with 
his fellow men, he became the possessor of a valuable fund of practical 
knon-ledge. which. supdemented by much reading in the meantime. has made 
him a nell informed and influential man. 

Recently he rented his farm and is now enjoying the fruits of his labors 
and excellent management in a life of practical retirement, although still 
glving personal attention to his various interests and keeping abreast of t!~e 
times on all matters of public moment, being enterprising and a ide  a\\ ake and 
ever ready to lend his assistance and influence to all northy measures for 
the advancement of the comn~unity and the welfare of his fellon- men. Fra- 
ternally he belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellons, Mt. Pleasant 
Lodge KO. 105, in which he has passed all the chairs, besides holding mem- 
bership with Lodge ATo. 305. Free and Accepted Masons, o i  the same place. 
in ahich he has also been honored with important official positions. H e  
stands high in the latter fraternity and for some years has been a leading 
member of Chapter No. I r r.  Royal Arch Masons, which from time to time 
has called him to stations of responsibility and trust. In his political biews 
Mr. McLachlan is a Democrat and as such wields a strong influence for his 
party in the county, having served six years as township supervisor, and 
four years in the important ~ffice of high\\ ay conlmissioner. From childhood 

(39) 
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he has been a firm believer in revealed religion and, as a devout member of the 
Presbyterian church, demonstrates by a life of inflexible integrity the beauty 
and worth of an abiding Christian faith. 

Mr. McLachlan married in St. Clair county, Michigan, Emma Houghton, 
who was born in England on the 2zd of April, 1840, her parents, John and 
Jane Houghton, natives of England, coming to this country a number of 
years ago and settling in the county of St. Clair, where they ?eared a family 
and became widely and favorably known for their many sterling qualities. 
Mr. and Mrs. McLachlan have no children of their own, but their beautiful 
and attractive home is a favorite resort of the young people of the neighbor- 
hood, its doors standing ever open to all who seek its hospitality. They 
stand high in the social circles of the community, being ready at  all times 
to countenance and encouraqe every enterprise for the intellectual and moral 
advancement of those with whom they mingle and all who enjoy the favor 
of their acquaintance speak in high praise of their gentle demeanor and 
sterling worth. 

SOL. F.  FRYE. 

The subject of this sketch has had a varied and exceedingly interesting 
career, only a mere outline of M hich is posaible in an article of the limits of 
this review. Sol. F. Frye is a native of Greene county, Pennsylvania, and a 
son of David K. and Elizabeth (Fordyce) Frye, both born in that county 
and slate, the father on the 14th day of July, 1812, the mother in the year 
1817 These parents were married in Greene county, where they lived a 
number of years, moving later to  West Virginia, where their deaths oc- 
curred in 1859. David K. Frye enlisted in a Pennsylvania regiment for the 
Mexican war, but hostilities having ceased and peace been declared while 
ex rczte t e  the scene ef acticn, he sz:v !itt!e sen~ice except the trip t e  2cd frcm 
xexico. 

Sol F. Frye was born July 22. 1844. and spent his early life in his 
native county. After the death of his parents, which occurred when he was 
fifteen years old, he went to live with an uncle, Archibald Fordyce, with 
whom he remained two years, attending school at intervals in the mean- 
time. At the age of sixteen he enlisted in Company H, First California In- 
fantry, under Colonel Baker, for the hundred days' service, at the expiration 
of which time he re-enlisted at Camp Oregon, Washington, D. C.. for three 
years. Colonel Baker, being from California, was empowered by the war 
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department to raise two regiments in the h s t  to represent that state. the 
transportation of troops from the Pacific coast at  that time being considered 
an undertaking too great to be practicable. Mr. Frye was in one of these 
regiments. The bill passed by Congress providing for the organizing of the 
regiments stipulated that Colonel Baker should keep them on the coast and 
as they entered the service very early in the war, July I ,  1861, they were 
called the First TJnited States Volunteer Infantry, the name being subse- 
quently changed to the Seventy-first Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

From the time of entering the army Mr. Frye experienced much active 
service and not long after enlisting his -regiment was engaged in desperate 
fighting with the Confederates in various parts of Virginia. H e  was with 
his command in the battles of Little Bethel, Munson Hill and the bloody 
engagement at Ball's Bluff, where he was taken prisoner and where the gal- 
lant Colonel Baker fell while bravely leading his men. When captured, Mr. 
Frye had been four days and three nights without food and was in literally 
a condition of starvation. H e  was given but four ounces of bread and, with 
a number of his comrades, was started for Libby Prison, where he arrived in 
due time, his weight at  the time of his entrance into that infamous pen being 
one hundred and seventy-six pounds and when exchanged, four months 
later, he barely tipped the beam at sixty pounds, and that too when heavily 
clothed. . 

ItThile in durance vile he n-as taken v i th  diphtheria, which necessitated 
his being treated for three weeks in the prison hospital i n  Richmond and after 
his exchange, which took place-on the zzd of February, 1862, he was sent 
to the Soldiers' Home in Washington, where he remained six weeks. By 
reason of sickness while in Libby, his throat became so  affected that he could 
not speak and after becoming a patient in the Soldiers' Home the physicians 
devoted special attention to the treatment of his throat. On being dismissed 
from the latter institution, Mr. Frye secured a furlough for twenty-four 
days and went to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where; by special order of Gov- 
ernor C-rtic, he mas app&ted recmiting agent. -4fter discharging the 
duties of the position until the expiration of the period indicated, he returned. 
in March, 1862, to  his regiment at Yorktown, where the following month 
he was seized with smallpox while on duty and four days laid, exposed to the 
rain with no covering other than his blanket to protect him from the fury 
of the storm. On being resmed he spent one day in an old brick church and 
was then taken in a dilapidated ambulance through the rain to Fortress Mon- 
roe, where he arrived at night in a condition better imagined than described. 
After remaining in the sn~allpox hospital near Fortress Monroe until the 20th 
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of the following June, he was transferred for one month, when he rejoined 
his command the day preceding the battle of Malvern Hill, in which he partic- 
ipated. One month later he was discharged, being a mere skeleton at  the 
tiine with scarcely sufficient strength to  walk. 

During the years following his discharge Mr. Frye suffered greatly. al- 
though he tried hard to nork, as he did not like to be dependent upon his 
friends for his livelihood. When sufficiently recovered he accepted the posi- 
tion of 'vatchman on the steamer "Starlight," plyingthe Ohio river. but being 
taken sick at St. Louis, he was obliged to resign the place, after a short tiine 
and again seek relief under the physician's care. Later he engaged as watch- 
man on the steamer "Allegheny Belle No. 4," but did not long retain the pod- 
tion, resigning after a few months and going to the city of Pittsburg, where 
he entered the employ of the Pennsylvania Central road, in which capacity 
he continued during the ensuing two years. Severing his connection with the 
road at  the expiration of thzt period, he went to St. Louis, Michigan, thence, 
on March 13th of the year 1866, came to Isabella county, locating in Coe 
township, where he made his headquarters while devoting the sexera1 years 
follou ing to different pursuits. 

. Mr. Frye attended high school a t  St. Louis for some time, subsequently 
uorked at Indian Mills in Union tom-nship and was also employed for some 
months in a hotel at Indian Mills, kept by John Campbell. Later he looked 
up timber in Isabella county for Joel Graves and also taught school for four 
years in Gilmore tonnship and elsewhere. In 1888 he moved to  Brinton and 
engaged in the drug trade. to which he has since devoted his attention. being 
at this time proprietor of a well stocked establishment and doing a safe and 
lucratite business. 

In addition to  the several business and other relations referred to. Mr. 
Frye taught school for t x o  years in his native state and for two years was in 
the general grocery trade at Farmell, Michigan. in partnership with P. X. 
Shutnu-ay. Disposing of his interest in the winter of 1877, he engaged as ckrk 
in a hardware store kept by Mr. Todd, in whose empioy he continued until 
the following spring, when he embarked in the drug business at  Altona in 
partnership with Dr. J. E. Gruber, to whom he sold his interest in May. 1882. 
In October of that year he was appointed postmaster of Altona by President 
Arthur and held the position during the ensuing ten years, also thirteen years 
as township clerk and became one of the leading Republican politicians of 
Mecosta county. Since moring to Brinton he has been active in promoting 
the interests of the village and adjacent country and he is today not only one 
of the popular business men of the community. but also among the most es- 
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teemed citizens of the township in which he lives. H e  has served fourteen 
terms as clerk of Coldwater township, two years as director of school district 
No. 6, and has been a notary public for a period of thirty-two years. H e  is 
still interested in politics and, like all good citizens, keeps in touch with the 
trend of public thought and well informed on the great questions and issues 
concerning which men and parties divide. In 1884 he was enumerator of the 
state census for the township of Hinton, county of hIecosta, and in 1910 was 
appointed enumerator of Coldwater to\mship for the national census, the 
duties of which position he discharged in an eminently satisfactory tnanner. 

Mr. Frye was married March 3. 1867, to Lucy Leonard, daughter of 
David and Sarah Leonard, natives of Pennsylvania, the union resulting in 
the following children: Edward B. and Edwin. twins, who were born June 
5, 1869, the latter deceased, the former a farmer of Kalkaska county. this 
state. Archibald was born July 2, 1S76, in Farwell, Clare county. and Edith, 
wife of Wayne Parker, who was born A u p s t  13, 1882. Mrs. Parker and 
her husband achieved a national reputation some years ago as aeronauts, 
having traveled over the greater part of the United States making balloon as- 
censions from nearly all the large cities. The mother of these children dying 
in 1882, Mr. Frye, in March. 1890, married Minnie M. Lawrence, who was 
born October 20, 1368. The pledge of this union is a daughter, Beulah, 
whose birth occurred in the year 1894, and who is now pursuing her studies 
in the nori~ial school at  Mt. Pleasant. 

LEV1 SEYMOUR. 

The efforts of Levi Seqmour. well known and successful farmer of Gil- 
more township, Isabella county, which have been practically unaided. a fact 
that renders him more n-orthp of the praise that is freely accorded him by 
his iieighbcm, h2ve resrlted in much good to himself and family and t'o the 
community in general, for his life has been one of unceasing industry and 
perseverance. 

Mr. Seymour was born in Oswego county. New York. March 16, 1860. 
and he is the son of an excellent and highly honored couple, Elem and Har- 
riet Seymour, the father a native of the state of New York. Besides Levi. 
their children were: Mary. who married G. A. Pitts, is living in Gilmore 
toxmship, this county; Albert E. works in the state of Washington and is 
married to  Chloie Temple; Adelmer is deceased. 
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Levi Seymour grew up in Oswego county, New York, and attended 
school there. His father, who died when the son was two years of age, was 
a saw-mill man. Thus deprived of a father, Levi was early in life thrown 
upon his own resources and, knew the meaning of hardships and hard work. 
being employed on farms and in the woods. H e  was seventeen years of age 
when he came to Michigan with his brother, .4lbert, having heard of the 
excellent prospects in this ctate for young men, but he had no thought of  
making it his permanent hcme. H e  first went to Muskegon. then to  Far- 
well, but a few days later went into the woods and began work, engaging 
in this line of endeavor at  frequent intervals for about sixteen years. H e  
arrived here without means, but he was economical and saved his money and 
in due course of time had a start. H e  purchased forty acres of land a half 
mile north of his present place in Gilmore township, Isabella county. two 
years after his arrival here, paying two hundred dollars for the same, having 
earned the money with which to pay for it by work in the woods. I t  was all 
first growth timber and there were no buildings on it. H e  set to  work with a 
will and cleared about half of the forty acres and erected a small house 
which he later added to, making that his home until he came to his present 
place, which. although he has not lived here all the time, he has called his 
home. 

Mr. Seymour was married. when twenty-one years of age, to Eva Rob- 
bins, daughter of P. H. and Isabelle Robbins, who was born in Nova Scotia 
in September. 1860. They were married on the farm where they now reside. 
her father having owned the place at that time. 

Mr. Seymour was in the Northern Peninsula tn-o and one-half years 
engaged in lumbering. In 198  he traded for forty acres west of his present 
place, subsequently purchasing the forty on which he no\\- lives at  sheriff's 
sale, later buying more land across the road, making in all one hundred and 
twenty acres. This constituted a very desirable farm in every particular and 
one of the best in the community. His farm is neariy ail cleared, and he has 
piaced on it most excellent improvements o i  every description. The iormer 
dwelling having burned, he replaced it with a substantial and attractive ce- 
ment biock house in 1909, before which date he had lived in a rented house. 
H e  has also erected a large, substantial and convenient barn. H e  has a good 
cellar under his house, in fact, has everything about his place to make it 
attractive and desirable. When he took charge of this land it was far  from 
being what it should have been in point of productiveness, but Mr. Seymour 
is a skilled agriculturist and he has built up the soil until it now produces 
abundant harvests of almost all kinds known in this latitude. 
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To  Mr. and Mrs. Seymour the following children have been born: 
Pearl, who married William Murphy, lives in Saginaw ; Bessie married Herb. 
Glass and lives in Gilmore; Millard married Cora Robbins and lives in Minne- 
sota: Ruth married George Pitts and lives in Gilmore: Lena, who is now 
thirteen years of age, is still a member of the family circle at home. 

Politically, Mr. Seymour is not a party man. preferring to vote inde- 
pendently. H e  takes a n  abiding interest in ~ h a t e v e r  tends to advance the 
general good of his community and county. 

HUGH WATSON. 

The subject of this review is descended from sturdy Scotch ancestry 
and inherits many of the sterling qualities of head and heart for which his 
nationality for generations has been noted. His father, James Watson. whose 
birth occurred in Cromarty. Scotland. in 1835 ,  came to America at the age of 
twenty-one and settled in Hastings county, Ontario, where he spent the ensu- 
ing eighteen years as a farmer and miller, having learned the latter trade be- 
fore leaving his native land. In 186; he visited various parts of central 
Michigan and, being pleased xvith Isabella county, spent one summer in Mt. 
Pleasant, returning to Canada at the end of that time and reinaining there 
until 1874. In the latter year he returned to  that county and bought a quar- 
ter section of land in Isabella tort-nship. which he deveioped from a wil- 
derness condition into a fine farm and to which he subsequently added until 
the place now contains two hundred acres. nearly all improved and in a high 
state of cultivation. 

Tames Watson is still living and at the present time is one of the old and 
highly esteemed citizens of Denver tort-nship, where he is now spending the 
c!osing j-ears-of a -rd! sper?t life in ho~orzble retirement. H e  married, when 
a young ma:l. Rose:la XoseSush, n-he ~x-as 5 0 x  i 3  I-iastihgs ccmty. Ontario. 
in 1811. the union resulting in the birth of children as follows : John, William. 
James, whose sketch appears elsewhere, Minnie, Hugh, the subject o f  this 
review, and Catherine, all of whom grew to maturity and became well knoxvn 
and greatly esteemed in their respective places of residence. 

Hugh Watson was born in January. 1877, in Isa'wila county. Michigan. 
and his early experience ewbracei: the usual routine of farm labor, varied 
during the winter seasons by attendance at the district schools. -4mid the 
wholesome and inspiring atmosphere of the country he grew up to a well- 
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rounded man, capable of grasping the problems of life and well qualified to  
fill the place in the world which, while a mere lad, he had chosen. Reared to  
agricultural pursuits, he naturally selected that calling for his vocation and 
as a tiller of the soil he has been quite successful, owning at this time a beau- 
tiful and well improved farm of one hundred and twenty.acres in Isabella 
tomnship, where he raises abundant crops of all the grains, vegetables and 
fruits for which Michigan has long been noted. H e  also has a fine sugar 
grove on his place and every spring manufactures large quantities of maple 
syrup and sugar, for which there is always a ready demand and good prices. 

Mr. Watson was married in the year 1903 to Edith Cooper, whose birth 
occurred in Mt. Pleasant on the 27th day of January, 1881. and who. for 
three years following her graduation from the State Central Sormal School 
at  hft. Pleasant in 1900, taught in the district schools of Isabella county. 
Her  father. Henry Cooper, was born March 8, 1855, in Canada and died in 
Sanilac county on April 16. 1898. The  maiden name of her mother was 
Nellie Weiler. She was born in Washtenaw county. Michigan, October 10, 
1864, and some time after the death of Mr. Cooper she married George Gil- 
pin and is now living in Union tomnship. Mr. and Mrs. Watson have one 
child a daughter, Ethel Marie. who was born on March 28, 1908. Politically, 
Mr. Watson is a stanch Republican and religiously belongs with his wife co 
the Methodist Episcopal church. in which he holds the position of trustee. 
Fraternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen of America and mani- 
fests a lively interest in the local lodge which holds his membership. 

JOHN BUCKBOROUGH. 

One of the leading citizens and representative farmers of Eenver to1z.n- 
ship, isabeiia county, is John Buckborough. His has been an eminently active 
and useful hfe. but the limited space a t  the disposal of the b~ographer forbids 
more than a casual mention of the leading events in his career, which, in our 
opinion, will suffice to show what earnest endeavor and honesty of purpose 
rightly applied and persistently followed will lead to-ultimate success. H e  
is looked upon as a man thoroughly in sympathy with any movement looking 
to the betterment o r  advancement in any way of his community, where he has 
always been regarded as a man of sterling honesty and worthy of the utmost 
confidence and respect which his fellow citizens have been free to accord 
owing to his upright and industrious life. 
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Mr. Buckborough was born on January 13, 1863, in Windham town- 
ship, Norfolk county, Ontario. H e  is the son of James C. and Rachael 
(Smith) Buckborough. the father born in 1824 at  Beverly, Ontario, and the 
mother in Brant county, Octario; they were married in Beverly, Ontario, in 
18j4 and there her death occurred in I ~ I ;  the father is still living on his 
farm of one hundred and fifty acres in that province, having devoted his life 
to farming. The following children were born to them: Sarah, Phoebe. 
George, Amelia, John, of this review. Rachael. Sydney. Edward. Seigal and 
Laura. 

John Buckborough remained af his parental home in Canada until he 
was eighteen years of age, assisting with the work on the home farm and at- 
tending the district schools during the winter months. H e  also worked in a 
cheese factory two years. during which time he learned the "ins and outs" of 
this business. He came to Michigan in 1881 by way of Saginaw, which was 
at that time a great lumbering town: he came on through Midland to Wise 
township. Isabella county. where he bought eighty acres in Denver township, 
which still forms a part of his farm and for which he paid the sum of six 
hundred and fifty dollars. After remaining on the place about a month he 
went to Forest Hill, Gratiot county, and worked for J. W. Doan on his farm 
for about two months, then returned to Wise township. Isabella county, and 
worked in the lumber business. in the woods all winter and during a part of 
the following summer, only a small part of his work being on the river. H e  
remained there a year and ;, half, or  until. about 1884; he then came to  his 
place, which he had neglected for the most part, and proceeded to clear it, 
remaining on it three years. living I\-ith a friend on an adjoining farm, doing 
their on-n cooking and housekeeping. He rented eighty acres and went to 
work for the Chippewa Lumber Company, Chippewa Lake. Mecosta county. 
Michigan, remaining with them one Fear. H e  took up blacksmithing there 
and worked mostly in the woods. then went to  work in Clare county, doing 
biacksmithing and running a iiuisting eilgine for hoisting Iogs oilto a train, 
following this in the summer and his trade in the \\inter. He remained in 
Clare county two years. then went to Lake Odessa. Ionia county, where he 
remained one year, working for his brother George as a blacksmith, then re- 
turned to  Clare county and took up his former occupations, remaining there 
until August 17. 1893. 

While living there, he was married, on October 16, 1891. to Ida Cramer, 
who was born in October, 1866, in Norfolk county, Ontario. She came to 
Saginax to work and there met Mr. Bvr!hrcugh. Finally moving to his 
present place Mr. Buckborough set to work and developed an excellent farm. 
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first adding forty acres to his eighty, making one hundred and twenty, hav- 
ing purchased this a year before he settled on his farm permanently. H e  lived 
in a small house, twelve by sixteen feet, until 1901, when he built his present 
substantial, comfortable and beautiful residence; it is of cobble stones, the first 
of its kind to be built in the township, and is thirty by thirty feet; he also 
built a barn ninety-five by thirty-five, upright, and forty-five by thirty wing, 
under which is  a basement the same size as the barn. H e  has cleared off the 
one hundred and twenty acres and about 1897 bought twenty acres adjoining. 
H e  maintains a blacksmith shop on his place, but does his own nork only. He 
carries on gen-ral farming and keeps some good live stock, horses, cattle, 
sheep, etc. H e  has been very successful in his farming operations and has 
developed one of the best farms in the township and he is deserving of a 
great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, for it has all been by hard 
work and honest effort. H e  put up the first windmill in the township. After 
he bought his first eighty acres and took the stage to Forest Hill, where he 
had secured employment, he had the sum of ten cents after paying his fare. 
Such a man, who is willing to  work long and hard to accomplish his ambi- 
tions, is worthy of success. H e  is a Democrat and has held school offices. 
H e  belongs to  the Presbyterian church of Wise and is a member of the 
Grange. Lodge No. 1063, of Demer. 

DAVID -4NSPAUGH. 

David Anspaugh was born A u p s t  8, 18j4, in Williams county, Ohio, 
and is a son of Benjamin and Rachel (Koin) Anspaugh, the former living, 
the latter departing this life in Rolland township in the year 1909. Mr. 
Anspaugh was reared to maturity in his native county and state, spent his 
early years on a farm and has pract~cally devoted his life to the cultivation 
of the soil. H e  remained in Ohio untrl twenty-seven years of age and then 
came to Isabella county, Michigan, purchasing, in the spring of 1882, the 
eighty acres of land in Rolland townshlp which he improved and on which 
he has since lived. By diligent labor he has converted his land into one 
of the best and most desirable farms of the locality in which it is situated, 
while his improvements compare favorably with any others in the township, 
his dwelling. but recently erected, being a beautiful and imposing edifice, 
well equipped with modern conveniences and his other buildings substan- 
tially constructed and up t o  date in all of their appointments. 
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As a farmer Mr. Anspaugh is energetic and progressive and believes in 
the honor and dignity of his calling. By good management he has accumu- 
lated a comfortable con~petency and, being in independent circumstances, 
he is now able to live at greater ease than formerly and enjoy many of the 
material blessings by which he is surrounded. Personally he is quite popular 
among his neighbors and friends and ever since coming to this state he 
has manifested a lively interest in the affairs of his township and county 
and done all within his power to advance the various interests of the com- 
munity in which he resides. From time to  time he has been honored by 
his fellow citizens with important official trusts. having served ten consecu- 
tive years as school director, besides filling other local positions to which 
elected. H e  is a member of the fraternity of Odd Fellows. in which he 
has also been chosen to official stations and in politics votes with the Re- 
publican party. 

Mr. Anspaugh is a gentleman of intelligence and good taste, a reader 
and thinker and widely infonned on many subjects, including the leading 
public questions and political issues of the times. He is also an accomplished 
violinist and for many years devoted much time and study to the king of 
musical instniments, which he now plays with the ability ancl skill of a 
master. Had he seen fit to make music a profession, he doubtless ~ o u l d  
long ere this have become one of the distinguished violinists before the public. 

Mr. Anspaugh was married in Williams county, Ohio, July 2. 1876, 
to Ellen Gloar, of Crawford county. that state, who has borne him five 
children, only one of whom, Blanche M., wife of Irving Delo, is living; 
the following are the names of those deceased: Ira, Lioyd. Grace and Ger- 
trude. The daughter last named grew to and became the wife 
of Jacob Buhrer, but after a brief but happy wedded experience, departed 
this life in the \\-inter of 1908, the other children dying in childhood. 

M. EARL HOUGHTOK. 

The gentleman whose name introduces this article holds distinctive 
prestige as a business man and to him in no small degree the thriving town 
of Rlanchard is indebted for its reputation as an important trading point, 
also for its adrantages as a place of rrsidence ancl where capital may be 

' safely invested. 
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M. Earl Houghton is a native of Ionia county, of the state now hon- 
ored by his citizenship. having been born on the 15th day of August, 1875. 
His father, Dr. Loren A. Houghton, was long a prominent physician of the 
above county, but later, about 1883, removed to Blanchard, in the county of 
Isabella. where he practiced his profession until his death, which occurred 
April 11, 1907, at the age of sixty-txo. The maiden name of Mrs. Dr. 
Houghton was Diana Foster; she is still living, as are two of her three chil- 
dren, 34. Earl, of this review, and Edwin M., his business partner. 

M. Earl Houghton was eight years old when his parents moved to 
Blanchard and since 1883 his life has been closely interwoven with the village 
and its various interests. He received his preliminary education in the schools 
of the town and later took a course in the Ferris Institute at  Big Rapids, 
where he made commendable progress in his studies and earned an honorable 
reputation as a student. H e  early manifested a desire for a business life and 
in 1907 was enabled to carry his intentions into effect. Forming a partnership 
that year with his brother. Edwin M. Houghton, the present mercantile 
house. under the firm name of Houghton Brothers, was founded, since x~hich 
time it has grown-rapidly in public favor until it is now one of the largest and 
most successful general mercantile establishments in the town of Blanchard. 

Mr. Houghton has demonstrated fine ability in his business and, by 
judicious jud,gnent and msnagement and courteous relations with his cus- 
tomers, has secured a large and lucrative patronage. The brothers carry full 
lines of all kinds of goods to meet the demands of the general trade, attend 
closely to their business and manifest commendable interest and zeal in 
whatever tends to the improvement of the town and the benefit of the people. 
The subject has long been a factor of considerable influence in public affairs, 
having served two years as trustee of Rolland township, besides in private 
capacities doing mcch to encourage enterprises and movements having for 
their object the development of the country and the general good of his 
fellow men. Well informed on the questions of the day and the issues con- 
cerning which there is a division of sentiment, he is not allied with any party, 
having independent views in politics. giving his support to the candidate n-ho. 
in his jud,grnent, is best qualified for the office to which he .aspires. In his 
fraternal relations he is an Odd Fellow and a member of the Knights of the 
Maccabees, in both of which he is an active worker and from time to time 
has been elected to offices in each. 

Mr. Houghton is a man of mature judgment and wise discretion, and it 
is not too much to say that there are few more judicious or better business 
men in the county than he. H e  has managed his various interests very suc- 



cessfully and is now the possessor of a comfortable competency, which in- 
cludes property in the town where he resides and considerable farm property 
in the counties of Isabella and Mecosta, the greater part of his real estate 
being well improved and returning him handsome profits on the capital in- 
vested. 

Mr. Houghton was happily married on the ad day of September, 1898, 
to  Grace Shepard, daughter of William and Alice Shepard, of Ionia county, 
Michigan, the union being blessed with three children, Everett L.. Leatha E. 
and Edith L. 

JAMES M. R. KENNEDY 

The successful business man and prominent citizen whose career is 
briefly sketched in the following lines is a native of Carroll county, Ohio, 
and the oldest of a family of three children whose parents were Samuel 
Kennedy and Mary West, the former born April 16, 1823, in county Down. 
Ireland, and the latter in Carroll county, Ohio, on May I ,  1827. Samuel 
Kennedy came to America when eight years old, married Miss West in 
Ohio and in May, 1863, moved his family from that state to Isabella county, 
Michigan, settling on the place in Coe township which the subject now o w s .  
paying one thousand dollars for the eighty acres of land, n hich 35-as mostly 
timber and presented few inducements for the making of a home. With 
the assistance of his sons, Mr. Kennedy cleared and developed a good farm 
on which he spent the remainder of his days as a prosperous tiller of the 
soil, in addition to which xocation he 11-as in business for some time, be- 
sides taking an active part in public matters, the present courthouse having 
been constructed under his supervision. -At his death the farm was equally 
divided among his three sons, whose names in order of birth are as foi- 
!ow: Janes M. R, Stephen and Andrers. all of whom became respected 
citizens. 

J. M. R. Kennedy was born October 16, 1830, and at the age of 
thirteen accompanied his parents upon their removal to Isabella county. 
from which time until his twentieth year he lired on the family homestead 
in Coe township and bore his part in the development of the farm. Mean- 
while, in his native state and this county, he attended the district schools 
at  intervals during his minority and when twenty years old engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber with his father. the portable saw mill which they 
operated being the first mill of the kind ever brought to Isabella county. 



In connection with sawing lumber, they also operated a planing mill, which 
was extensively patronized, both branches of business proving successful 
and yielding handsome earnings to the proprietors. After his father's death 
the subject continued to operate a saw mill until 1900, since which time 
he devoted his attention to his other interests, principally agriculture, which 
he carries on quite extensively, owning a t  the present time several fine farms 
in Isabella county, including one of one hundred and twenty acres in Lin- 
coln township, another of one hundred and sixty acres, besides a two- 
thirds interest in the home place of eighty acres. which he still retains. 

Mr. Kennedy has met with success such as few attain and as a busi- 
ness man ranks among the most enterprising and progressive of his con- 
temporaries. With sound jud,gnent, discreet tact and wise forethought, 
he lays his plans with the greatest care and, possessing the power to foresee 
with remarkable accuracy the future outcome of present action, seldom if 
ever fails to attain the ends sought and that, too, by the most honorable 
and straightforward methods. His relations with his fellow men, busi- 
ness or otherwise, have always been above suspicion, his integrity has never 
been questioned and his high character as a broad-minded, public-spirited 
man of affairs has won the confidence of all with whom he comes into 
contact. Believing in using his means to worthy ends, he has been un- 
sparing in the fitting up of his home and making it attractive, his residence, 
a beautiful and scbstantial edifice with all modern conveniences, comparing 
favorably wirh the best country dwellings in the county, the other buildings 
being in keeping therewith, while the splendid condition of fences, fields, 
etc., indeed the appearance of everything on the premises, bear evidence to 
the interest manifested in his affairs and indicate the presence of an up- 
ro-date American farmer and business man who is master of his calling 
and proud of the same. His financial success has been commensurate with 
the energy and ability displayed in all of his undertakings and he is now 
one of the well-to-do men of his township and county. 

I:: p!itics 3lr. Keznedy is uiicompromisiiig! RepA!icaii, Sut iiot a 
paitisan in the sense of seeking ofice or aspiring to leadership; nel-ertheiess, 
he served eight years as drainage commissioner and, had he seen fit to 
accept, could have had almost any other official position within the gift 
of his fellow citizens. He stands high in Masonic circles, having been 
identified with the order for thirty-nine years, belonging at this time to the 
bhe  lodge and chapter at Mt. Pleasant, also to Division No 8, R-qa! 
Guards, at the same place. 

Mr. Kennedy, in October, 1870, was united in marriage with Margaret 
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E. Walters, who was born August 29, 1850, in New York, the union being 
blessed with four children, namely: Howard, who lives in Isabella county; 
Samuel, now pursuing his art studies in Paris, France; Frank, who is still 
with his parents, and Maimie, who married John Martin and lives in Coe 
township. Samuel, the second son, after being graduated from the Mt. 
Pleasant Normal and Michigan Agricultural College, devoted his entire at- 
tention to  art, in which he is especially talented, and before going abroad 
achieved a wide reputation with his brush. As stated above, he is now in the 
city of Paris studying under some of the world's master painters and the pic- 
tures of his on exhibition have already non  honorable mention and giren 
him a name among the rising artists of Europe and the United States. A 
close and painstaking student and completely absorbed by his profession, 
he has before him a brilliant future which his friends and the public in gen- 
eral are watching with great interest. 

BENJAMIN B. STEVENS. 

The  subject of this s k e d  is descended from sturdy New England stock 
and combines many of the sterling qualities for which his ancestors mere 
noted. His parents. John and Maria Stevens, natives of Vermont and Massa- 
chusetts, respectibeiy, ha le  spent the greater part of their !iies in lfichigan 
and now reside in the town of Vermontville, this state. 

Benjamin B. Stevens was born January 17, 1859, in Bay county, Michi- 
gan, and when about six years old moved with his parents to  Vermontville, 
Eaton county. where he secured his education and grew to maturity. O n  
attaining his majority he se\ ered home ties to make 'his own way in the world, 
going to Dakota territory, rhere  he took up land which he improved and on 
which he spent the ensuing twenty years as a farmer and stock man. Dispos- 
ing of his interests i:: Daketz ir. 1904, Mr. S t e v e ~ s  came to Isahe!la county, 
Xichigan. an6 prrrshased a!! of section :;, Cddn-r-ater tsu.cship, 3:: which 
there mas practically nothing in the way of improvements. Since then he 
has cleared and reduced to cultivation one hundred and sixty acres on which 
he has made a number of good improvements and which he designs for a 
sheep ranch. He now has a herd of three hundred fine sheep on his place, 
also quite a number of hogs. in the breeding and raising of which he has been 
fairly successful. The greater part of his land is devoted to clover hay which 
he feeds on the place. and from the sale of clover seed, which he makes a 
specialty, his earnings from this source constituting a large part of his income. 
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Mr. Stevens is a man of energy and foresight, enterprising in all the 
term implies and is essentially a man of the people with the best interests of 
the community at heart. He  lends his influence to all worthy movements and 
his name is connected with every laudable measure whereby his neighbors 
and friends may be benefited. For some years fie has been a leading member 
of the Grange, which he has served in various official capacities, and at the 
present time he holds the important position of master in the local organiza- 
tion. He  also belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellon-s. the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen of North Dakota and is active in church 
and Sunday school work and is always opposed to the saloon. In his political 
allegiance he is a "progressive" Republican and as such wields a strong in- 
fluence for his party in the township of his residence, besides having been 
elected supervisor one term, also township clerk, being the present incumbent 
of the latter office. 

Ida Parmenter, who became the wife of Mr. Stekens in 1885, was born 
in the year 1859, the rnarri~ge being blessed with five children whose names 
are as follows: Ruth. who was graduated from the Central State Normal 
School at Mt. Pleasant in 1910, and is now one of the county's efficient 
teachers; Grace and Marjorie are graduates of the Vermontville high school 
and have attended the normal a t  Mt. Pleasant and are now teachers in the 
public schools; William and Bruce, the youngest members of the family, 
are pupils of the district schooh and are well advanced in their studies. Mrs. 
Stevens died March 11, 1911, and in her death the home lost a mother and 
counselor much needed and :he community a force in social uplift. 

CLARK C. FIELD. 

Clark G. Field, proprietor of the flouring mill at Shepherd and one of the 
ieaciing citiz&s of that tow?!, is a native of Eaton county, IvTichigan, 13 here he 
was jorn ii3 riie year 1853 He spent his boyhood days near riie piace of iiis 
birth and .owing to  adverse circumstances obtained but a limited education, 
but by much reading and intelligent observation he has subsequently made q 
very latgely for this deficiency, being now one of the well inforrned.men of 
the community whose opinions on matters of general interest carry \-eight 
and command respect. During his minority Mr. Field worked at farming and 
other kinds of labor which he found to do, and at the, age of tnenty-one took 
up the stone mason's trade, at which he soon acquired proikiency and to wlvhic.'! 
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he devoted his attention during the six years ensuing. I n  1880 he chose a 
wife and helpmate in the person of Emma Egbest, of Charlotte, Michigan, 
and shortly thereafter entered the employ of his father-in-law in the latter's 
flouring mill where he was engaged until going to  Hastings and organizing a 
stock company in the erection of a mill at  that place a few years later. After 
the completion of the mill he went on the road to sell flour-mill machinery, 
which line of business he followed for three gears and for a similar length of 
time was engaged in contracting and building at the town of Charlotte. where 
he located after his marriage and where he made his home until his removal, 
in 1895, to  Shepherd. 

Mr. Field moved to his present place of residence for the pnrpose of 
engaging in the manufacture of flour, purchasing in the above year a half 
interest in the Shepherd mills. snbsequently becoming sole proprietor. One 
year later the roof of the mill was blown off during a storm, entailing quite a 
heavy loss, and in 1900 the entire structure was destroyed by fire. H e  imme- 
diately rebuilt on modern plans and now has one of the best mills of the kind 
in the country, the building being a commodious and substantial structure 
equipped with machinery for the manufacture of fiour by the most approved 
process, the output being absolutely Xo. I grade and commanding the highest 
prices in the local and genenl markets. By years of painstaking experience. 
Mr. Field hz.s made himself familiar with every detail of the milling business 
and as master of his calling has inet n-ith the most encouraging success, the 
eightp barrels per day capacity of the mill being inadequate to  supply the con- 
stantly growing demand for a grade of flour, which has few if any equals 
and has no superior in the markets of central Michigan and elsewhere. 

I n  addition to his milling interests, Mr. Field owns a small though 
highly improved and valuable farm near Shepherd. to the cultivation of 
which he devotes considerab!e attention, and he is also the possessor of other 
property in the town, being in independent circumstances and ainong the 
financially solid and influential men of his part of the country. He manifests 
an abiding interest in all that pertains to the progress of the community along 
inaterial lines. assists to the extent of his ability every enterprise having for 
its object the social and moral advancement of his fellow men and has made 
his influence especially felt in secret benevolent work, being an active member 
of Salt River Lodge No. 288, Free and Accepted Masons, Shepherd Lodge 
No. 239, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias lodge at 
Mt. Pleasant, and the Knights of the Maccabees in the town of his residence. 
In his political affiliation he is a Democrat. and in religion a Methodist, hold- 
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ing membership &ith the church of that denomination a t  Shepherd, and for a 
number of years serving the congregation in the capacity of trustee. 

Mrs. Field, whose birth occurred in the month or' fl?ly, 11255. has borne 
her husband five children, whose names are as follows : Horace married Miss 
Hearst and lives in Shepherd, being his father's assistant in the mill; Nathan. 
whose wife was formerly Ella Hathaway, lives in Detroit. Michigan, and 
holds an important position in an automobile -works of that city; Mabel. a 
young lady of varied culture. who is especially talented as a singer, also 
art is ti^ to a high degree, is still with her parents and a general favorite of the 
social circle in which she moves; Nellie, who also possesses musical ability of 
a high order, was graduated from the School of Music at Ann Arbor, and is 
now prosecuting her studies at  Eureka College, Illinois; Ned, the youngest 
of the family, is in the employ of the Dime Savings Bank of Detroit, Michi- 
gan. and is "making good." He is a young man of fine mlnd and his laudable 
ambition to excel bespeaks for him a distinguished career in the profession 
which he proposes to make his life work. 

LAWREKCE B. MILLER. 

Coilspicuous ainoiig the up-to-date agriculturists and public-spirited citi- 
zens 31 Isabella county is iawrence B. Miller. who was born on the farm 
in Rolland township where he now lives, May 17, 1879. His  father, the 
late -4ndrew Jacksor. Miller, was a native of Ohio, and his mother, who 
prior to her marriage was Elizabeth Pratt, was born near Coral. Mont- 
calm county, Michigan. His father came to Michigan about 1870 and 
worked in the lumber v-oods about four years. H e  mas married April 
5, 1874. and located on the quarter section of land in Rolland township 
which their son Lawrence now owns and lived there the remainder of their 
days. Xr. ~!E!!PP i x p r ~ r i n g  the f a m  in the rr.ean+.irre and t2kir.g high ran4 
as  a successful tiller of the soil. H e  was a man of good mind, sound, 
practical intelligence, took a leading part in the affairs of the township and 
county and, witli his wife. was long an influential member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. His first wife dying in 1898, he afterwards married 
Mrs. Emma Kelly Miller, widow of the late George Miller, of this town- 
ship. Andrew J. Miller hved an honorable. upright life, fraught with much 
good to his fellow men. and entered into rest on the 20th day of February, 
1910. By his first marriage there were five children, namely: Lawrence 
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B., the subject of this sketch; Alice, wife of Robert Banks; Cora, who 
married Valis Tucker; Myrtle, who died in infancy, and Pearl, who lives 
with his brother, Lawrence. His second wife bore him one child, a son 
who answers to  the name of Carl Millkr. 

Reared amid the active duties of country life and being the oldest of 
the family, Lawrence B. Miller was early taught the necessity of industry 
and while still a mere youth-much of the labor of the farm devolved upon 
him. At the proper age he began'his studies in what is known as the Miller 
school and continued the s a m e  until obtaining a practical knowledge of 
the common school branches. the meanwhile assisting his father with the 
labor of the farm and growing up a strong, well developed young man, 
admirably calculated by nature and training for the part he was soon to 
play in the great struggle of life. On February I j, 19oq, shortly after 
attaining his majority, he mas married in Broomfield tomnshlp, this county, 
to Maggie Hutchinson. daughter of John and Isabella Hutchinson, and at 
once began farming for himself on the home place, which subsequently 
came into his possession, and on which he has since lived. 

Mr. Miller is one oi the most progressive agriculturists of the town- 
ship in which he resides, and his farm of one hundred and sixty acres is 
well improved with good buildings, fences, etc.. .and compares favorably 
with any like area of cultivated land in the county. H e  devotes careful 
attention to the soi!, which is kept in fine conditio:: by judicious rotation 
and ample fertilization, and he seldom fails to realize handsome returns from 
the abundant crops which the farm every year produces. By planting fruit 
and shade trees, he has not only added to his income, but also to the at- 
tractiveness of the farm, which is among the most beautiful and desirable 
places of residence in Rolland township. every feature bearing evidence of 
the presence of a man of taste as well as  of a master of his calling. Mr. 
Miller manifests a lively interest in public matters and lends his influence 
to all means for the improvement of the county and the development of 
its resources. Among his neighhors and friends he is highly regarded. and 
his relations with his fellow men have ever been honorable and his in- 
tegrity above criticism. H e  holds membership with the Knights of the 
Maccabees and the Order of Gleaners. H e  does all within his power to 
promote the welfare of the community along material lines, and is not in- 
different to the social and moral improvement of his neighborhood. Finan- 
cially his success has been very gratifying and, 2s idicated in a preceding 
paragraph. he is today among the. substantial. well-to-do farmers and en2 
terprising citizens of the township in which he lives. 
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IS-UC N. SHEPHERD.  

Conspicuous among the representative business men and public-spirited 
citizens of Isabella county and one 'who has long been an interested partici- 
pant in the development of the town of Shepherd, is the well-known gentle- 
man whose name forms the caption of this biographical review. Mr. Shep- 
herd has made his influence felt for good in his community, being a man of 
sterling worth. whose life has been cbse!y intervowen with the history of this 
locality and whose efforts have always been for the material advancement of 
the same, as well as  for the social and moral welfare of his fellow men. The 
well regulated life he has led, thereby gaining the respect and admiration 
of his fellow citizens, entitles him to representation in a-biographical work of 
the scope intended in the present volume. H e  comes of a sterling old family, 
the Shepherds having been identified with the progress of Isabella county from 
the pioneer days, 'from the epoch of the interminable forest and wild beast 
and the red man to  the present. 

Isaac 8. Shepherd is a native of the old state of Vermont. his birth 
having occurred on. December 31, 1840, and is the son of Robert and Ann 
(Leach) Shepherd, natives of Englind, where they spec: their youth and 
from which country they emigrated to New England in 1834 ,  where they 
made their home until 1856, when they emigrated west and took up their 
abode in Coe township, Isabella county, Michigan. There they esraiilished 
their home, beginning life in true pioneer fashion, and underwent the hard- 
ships and privations incident to the usual life of the first settler, and here they 
spent the remainder of their lives, having been deceased now a number of 
years. The father was a man of strong characteristics and was a hardy and 
influential citizen in the first development period of the county, a man whom 
all honored for his integrity and honor. 

Isaac N. Shepherd. of this review, was thirteen years of age when he 
caiiie with his family- to Ki%da:e county-, Michigaii. H e  had receiced some 
sc'nooiing in the conl~llon schoois of his native coiillnunity, 'out colliiitions b&g 
very primitive in Michigan. he had little opportunity to  gain an advanced 
education. In January, 1856, he came to Isabella county. His brother was 
one of the two men to cut the first road or trail from Pine river, near where 
the town 'of Alma now stands, to Salt creek (or Salt fork), in the fall 
1854. Here the subject grew to  maturity and assisted in the work of develop- 
ing a farm in the wilderness, not an easy task by any means, but he was a 
husky lad and never shirked the hard duties devolving upon him. In 1861 he 
began buying land and continued to  the present time. In 1884 he owned 
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over two thousand acres. ' H e  has been very successful in all his operations 
and has long been one of the most substantial men of the county, one of the 
most active in industrial affzirs. H e  built a large, convenient and costly resi- 
dence in 1873 on his farm west of Salt River village and in 1885 he platted 
the village of Shepherd on said farm and later when the village of Shepherd 
w3s incorporated it took in  the village of Salt River and thus itL also became 
a part of the village of Shepherd. I n  1884 he operated a shingle mill, and cut 
lath and lumber. He was very successful in this and his mill became widely 
known. H e  became interested in the Lansing, Alma, Mt. Pleasant & North- 
en: railroad and was a dircctor in the same and helped build said railroad 
from Alma to  Shepherd, which was afterwards sold to  the Toledo, Ann 
Arbor & Northern Railroad Company and became a part of its line (now the 
Ann Arbor railroad). Fraternally he is a Mason and is a nlember of the Eap- 
tist church, and politically he is a Prohibitionist. I-Ie has for several 4-ears 
been president of the Commercial State Bank of Shepherd. 

Mr. Shepherd was married in Jackson, Michigan, on January 3. 
1864.'to Catharine Neely. ilaughter of John and Rachael (Sloat) Weely, a 
fine old family of this state. To  Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd the following chil- 
dren have been born: John L., Jennie L., Franklin S. (died when fourteen 
years of age), iinnie R. and William I. N. Mr. Shepherd's first wife, Cath- 
arine, died on March 10, 1910, and Mr. Shepherd was married to his second 
wife, Leila B., daughter of Ellis and Syrian (Gates) Faunce. of Shepherd, . 
Isahella county, Michigan. 

Personally Mr. Shepherd is a man of generous impulses, a good mixer, 
a man of good judgment and sound business principles, whom to know is to 
admire and respect, for his character has ever been above reproach. , 

WILLIAivl HENRY 'WALLING. 

Prominent among the old and well-known residents of Isabella county 
is William Henry Walling, who has been identified with this part of Michi- 
gan about forty years, during which time he has not only seen the country 
developed from its original wilderness condition to  a very garden of beauty 
and plenty, but to the extent of his ability has contributed towards making 
the township in which he resides among the finest and most prosperous 
communities in the commonwealth. Mr. Walling is a native of St. Law- 
rence county, New York, born in the town of Gouverneur January 17. 
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1831. His father, William Walling, also a New Yorker, was born in Hart- 
ford, Washington county, March 27, 1798, and on October 30, 1824, mar- 
ried Polly Smith, whose birth occurred in the same county and state, August 
21. 1808. William Walling was a farmer by occupation and lived a long 
and useful life, dying in St. Lawrence county, New York, October 30, 
1878, in his seventy-ninth year, his wife surviving him until 1883, when 
she too was called to her eternal rest, dying in Fort Edward, Washington 
county. New York. 

William Henry Walling spent his childhood and youth on the family 
homestead in his native state where in early life he became familiar with 
the duties of the farm. and later learned the trade of shoemaking, which 
trade he followed during the winter months, and at other times when the 
weather would not admit of outdoor labor. In the meantime, as oppor- 
tunities afforded, he attended the schools of the neighborhood until ac- 
quiring a fair knowledge of the common branches. On arr~ving at an age 
to begin the struggle of life for himself he chose agriculture for his voca- 
tion, which, with his trade, afforded him a comfortable, though by no means 
an affluent, livelihood as long as he remained in the state of his birth. 
Thinking to better his condition in the West, where land \\-as cheap, he dis- 
posed of his interests in New York in 1866 and came to Isabella county, 
Michigan, purchasing, in partnership with his brother-in-law, A. J. Gibbs, 
a quarter section of land in Coe toanship, nhich in due time he cleared and 
otherwise improved and on which he lived and prospered during the twenty- 
five years ensuing. At the expiration of that time he sold his farm and 
moved to the town of Salt River (now Shepherd), 1~7here for a period of 
twenty-five )ears he carried on the grocery trade with success and financial 
profit, building up a large and lucrative business in the meantime and taking 
high rank among the leading merchants of the county. Disposing of his 
business at the end of the time indicated. he discontinued active pursuits and 
since then has been living in retirement at Shepherd in the enjoyment cf 
the material Me~eings which came tc him zs a resu!t of h i s  capabk ma:- 
agement and well directed thrift. 

Mr. Walling early manifested an interest in the public affairs of his 
township and county. and at  intervals was elected to various local offices, 
in all of which he discharged his duty with commendable fidelity and proved 
worthy the -.onfidence of his fellow citizens. He was the first drainage 
commissioner of Isabella county, served several years as justice of the peace, 
and as a local school officer did much to promote the cause of education in 
the township in which he resided. In politics he was originally a Rept~blican, 
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and for many years labored earnestly for the success of that party, but 
becoming dissatisfied with its attitude on the liquor question, he subsequently 
became a Prohibitionist and is now an uncompromising supporter of the 
principles which he espouses and an unyielding foe of the saloon, which 
he looks upon as the crying evil of the age, to be gotten rid of only by 
stringent legislation. 

Mr. Walling was married in Hartford, New York, February 10. 1860, 
to Anzolettie Erayton, who was born September 16, 1841, in Washington 
county. New York, the daughter of Amby and Lydia .Ann Erayton, natives 
of that state, the union resulting in the birth of one child, a son, Charles 
H.. who first saw the light of day in Hartford, New York, October 12, 1861, 
and n ho is noa a well-known and highly esteemed citizen of Coe township, 
Isabella county. H e  has been tmice married, the first time to Halley Stahl- 
man: subsequently he contracted a matrimonial alliance with his present 
wife, whose name was formerly Anna Babber. 

Mr. Walling is essentially a man of the people, deeply interested in 
all that concerns the welfare of the community. and although in his eighty- 
first year, he retains to a marked degree the possession of his faculties, 
both physical and mental, and keeps abreast of the times on the leading 
questions and issues before the public. being ever ready to defend the prin- 
ciples to which he has pledged allegiance. Among his neighbors and friends 
be is  held in great respect. as his life has ever been along the lines of in- 
tegrity and probity and he always maintained inviolate the honorable repu- 
tation for which his family have always been distinguished. 

JOHN S. WEIDMAN. 

Success is not necessarily a matter of genius, as held by many. but 
rather the outcome of clear judgment, persistency and rightly applied en- 
ergy. The successful man is he who plans his own advancement and ac- 
complishes it in spite of opposition. Difficulties and obstacles will always 
disappear before determination and unfaltering energy. and. while the road 
to prosperity does not seem plain, there car. ever be found a path leading 
to the goal of one's hopes; but one mus; be willing t o  fight, for the battle 
of life is never won by the timid and hesitating, at  least in anything but a 
mediocre degree. Among the worthy and progressive citjzens of Isabella 
county is John S. Weidman. weil-known lumberman and banker, who has 
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gained a prestige in the business world through his own efforts-sheer force 
of his individuality, a truly deserving, self-made man. 

Mr. Weidman was born in Kenockee township, St. Clair county, Michi- 
gan, May 10, 18j2, where he continued to reside until fourteen years of 
age, when his parents moved to a farm in Mecosta county, twelve miles 
south of Big Rapids, on the Muskegon river. Mr. Weidman attended school 
in winter until he was seventeen years of age, starting in life as a river 
driver at that time, going out into the world to make his own living, and 
his ambition, physical courage and endurance manifested all along the road 
of life, has resulted in winning large success and accumulating a compe- 
tency. He worked on the Muskegon river during the summers as a log 
runner until he was twenty-five years old and in the woods in the winters, 
being foreman of various lumber operations. On July 3, 1877, at Big 
Rapids, was performed the ceremony that united Mr. Weidman and Mar- 
garet A. Mitchell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William G. Mitchell, of that 
city, and this union has resulted in the birth of six children, n'amely : Lenora 
D., Mildred A, John S., Jr., Robert, Lucille and Evan, all of whom are 
living, the oldest son, John S., Jr., being engaged in the lumber business in 
upper Michigan. 

After his marriage Mr. Weidman engaged in the lumbering business 
six miles south of Morley, taking contracts on which he cleared $1.000 
during the first winter. He  continued luinberii~g for the next nine years, 
in the meantime developing the farm which he had previously purchased. 
I n  1887 he had added very largely to his farm. and, as there was considerable 
good timber, he erected a saw mill which he successfully operated for the 
next six years, cutting his own timber and buying other in the neighborhood, 
cutting in all about twenty-five million feet. In 189" he purchased a large 
tract of timber land in Hinton and Millbrook townships, Mecosta county, 
which he afterward sold. I n  1893 he purchased a tract of several thousand 
acres of timbered lands in Isabe!!a cormty, where he erected s a ~ ,  shing!e 
and p!ar?ing mi!!s. femding the ri!!zge cf Weidman, an?, d i e i e  for sixteen 
years he conducted very extensive lumbering operations, cutting ten million 
feet of lumber annually. I n  addition to cutting into lumber the logs which 
came from his own land Mr. Weidman purchased very extensively from ad- 
joining owners. The village of Weidman is now recognized as one of the most 
thriving villages of this section and, with the fine farming country which 
surrounds it. it is destined to become a place of considerable importance. 
I n  1903 Mr. Weidman purchased the private bank of Webber & Rue1 in 
hl:. Pleasant, which was later incorporated as a state bank under the name 
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of the Isabella County State Bank. of which institution he is the largest 
stockholder and president. He is also president of the Weidman Banking 
Company and the Rosebush Banking Company. In September. 1905, Mr. 
Weidman moved his family to Mt. Pleasant, where he resides at the corner 
of Main and Maple streets. Mr. Weidman is a thirty-second-degree Mason, 
and in politics a Republican. He is an attendant at and a supporter of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Weidman is regarded by all as a man of unusual business qualifica- 
tions, keen, alert, far-seeing and a man ~ h o  is capable of predicting 121th 
remarkable accuracy the outcome of a present transaction. He is straight- 
forward and honest in all his relations with his fellow men and is in every 
way deserving of the high esk~r ; ,  in which he is held by everyone. His 
word has never been questioned, his integrity in all things being well known 
and he. therefore, has the confidence and good will of all classes. 

JOSEPH MISER. 

George Miser. the father of the gentleman whose name appears above, 
was born in Maryland in 1812 and when about eighteen months old was 
taken by his parents to Ohio n-here he spent his childhood and youth amirl 
the wholesome discipline of country life. the meanwhile acquiring a limited 
education in the indifferent schools of those days. In 1858 he came to 
Isaklla county, Michigan, and purchased the southwest quarter of section 
5, Coe township, which he improved in due time and on which he carried on 
general farming until his death, in August, 1866. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Sophia Beidler, a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, sur- 
vived him until 1886, on June 14th of which year she too was called to 
her eter~?a! rest. The family of this couple consisted of six children, of 
-,r-horn the subject is the @!desk. the others in the order of their birth being 
as follows: Win, who married Abbie Wanch; Susan, who became the wife 
of George Ferris: Mrs. Salome Shaffrey; Solomon, who never married, and 
Mary, wife of Charles Bennett, of Mt. Pleasant, all deceased except Joseph 
and Mrs. Bennett. 

Joseph Miser was born January 28, 1831, in Holmes county, Ohio, 
and when about four years of age was taken to Wayne county, that state. 
There he grew t o  maturity and while still young learned the carpenter's 
trade. He worked at his trade in Tuscarawas county for a period of six 
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years and in 1854 entered the marriage relation with Wealthy Ann Minard, 
whose birth occurred in Bradford county, Pennsylvania, June 20, 1836, fol- 
lowing which he came to Isabella county, Michigan, and in April, 1858. 
settled on a farm in Coe townsh~p with his parents, with whom he lived 
one year. H e  then purchasea forty acres of land in section 7 of the same 
township, a part of which he cleared, but in January following he discon- 
tinued work in the woods and took up his residence at Indian Mills, the 
oldest town in the county. where he entered the employ of the government 
to construct a bridge across the Chippewa river and erect a council cham- 
her, in which the Indians and whites could hold their public meetings, make 
treaties and transact other kinds of business. H e  remained two and me- 
half years in that town, during which time he erected a store building and 
hotel in addition to the work mentioned, besides doing various other kinds 
of me~hanical labor and proving one of the useful citizens o i  the place. 

At the expiration of the period indicated, Mr. Miser, in 1862, moved 
to Mt. Pleasant and built the first dwelling on the northwest corner of the 
courthouse square, which he occupied whde attending to his duties as sheriff, 
having been the second man In the county elected to  that office. Although 
a Democrat. his name was not placed on a ticket, the citizens indicating 
their choice by voting for whom they pleased. the result of the balloting 
showing a large majority for Mr. Miser, who appears to have been a favor- 
ite with the peop!e of the county irrespective of party. His term expired 
in 1863, and shortly after quitting the office he entered the army enlisting 
on August 26th of that year in Company RI ,  First Michigan Engineers and 
Mechanics. in mhich capacity he served until Septemher, 1865. vhen he was 
discharged on account of physical disability, after spending about four months 
in a hospital in Louisville, Kentucky. Returning home at the close of the 
war. he traded his property in Mt. Pleasant for an eighty-acre farm in 
Union township on which he lived as an industrious and prosperous tiller 
of the soil until about the year 1897. when he discontinued active lahor to 
spend the remainder of his life in retirement M r  -Miser has ever mpni- 

i i  2 

fested a commendable interest in public affairs. served, one year as con- 
stable and four years as commissioner of highways. besides taking an active 
part in promoting enterprises for the material advancement of his township 
and county and the social and moral welfare of his fellowmen. A firm be- 
liever in the Christian religion and a faithful member of the church of God, 
his daily life has been consistent with his profession and his influence is 
ever on the side of right where moral issues are involved. H e  stands for 
law and order and a high standard of manhood. and as a citizen is enter- 
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prising, public-spirited, and always ready to lose sight of self in his efforts 
to help others. He  was a prominent factor in county affairs in an early 
day and it was largely through his efforts that the seat of justice was moved 
from Indian Mills to Mt. Pleasant. In the fall of 1858 he helped gather 
three bushels of blackberries on the site of the present courthouse, and among 
his other early experiences was the making of a trip to Detroit to obtain 
money with which to purchase land, going as far as St. John on foot and 
there taking a train to his destination. With two thousand dollars tied in 
a handkerchief, which he fastened around his body, he returned in safety. 
but felt not a few misgivings lest somebody might learn of the sum in his 
possession and relieve him of the burden. Mr. Miser has not only seen 
Isabella county developed from a wilderness into its present proud position 
among the most prosperous counties of the state, but to the extent of his 
ability has contributed to the bringing about of conditions that nov obtain 
He  takes pride in the county. has faith in the future, and hopes ere long 
to see it the rival of the most enterprising and progressive counties of the 
commonwealth. 

Mrs. Miser's parents were John and Mary (Hoagland) Minard, both 
natives of New York, born in the years 1812 and 1813. respectively: the 
father died in the year 1842. Mr. and Mrs. Miser have children as fol- 
lows: Leander 0., who married Mary Converse. and lives in Hillsdale 
county. Michigan; El!z, wife of Thomas Haanett. lives in Coe tov-nship. 
Isabella county: Ida May married Eli Farris, a farmer of Union township; 
Ely. who lives in Solon. this state, is also married, his 11-ife having formerly 
been Carrie Teel; William D.. the youngest of the family. married Celia 
Greacher, and resides in Coe. 

ORION L. BURDICK. 

Among the enterprising, progressive and public-spirited men whose ac- 
tivity in business and private circles as well as public affairs has made 
Isabella county one of the best sections of the great Wolverine state and 
the town in  which he resides an important trading center. is the gentleman 
whose name forms the caption of this biographical review, who is now en- 
gaged principally in the real estate business in Shepherd, but whose reputa- 
tion rests principally as an educator, in which line of endeavor he holds 
rank second to none. 
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Orion L. Burdick was born on October 15, 1865, and is the son of 
Daniel and Mary (Hackett) Burdick, his father born in 1843 in Williams 
county, Ohio, and the latter born in Jamestown, Ontario. August I j, 1847, 
but she came to the United States when a child and was reared in Ohio. 
The parental grandparents were Lewis and Rachael (Cook) Burdick, na- 
tives of Massachusetts and New York, respectively. Daniel Burdick re- 
mained in his home country until he was thiq--eight years old. He served 
through the Civil war in the Federal army, principally in Tennessee. He 
was with Sherman on his Atlanta campaign. In 1865 he bought eighty acres 
in Lincoln township, Isabella county. He took charge of the land when it 
was a wilderness, through which he had to cut roads and clear and improve 
in general, erecting a splendid set of buildings. The place is now owned by 
the brother-in-law of the subject and the father is now living in Lincoln 
township on a farm. 

Mary Hackett was born in 1850, in Ontario, Canada, and she and 
Mr. Burdick were married in Ohio about 1862. The following children 
mere born to them: Orion, of this review: Ernest E., Theron D., Grace, 
and Bessie. The mother of these children is still living. 

Orion L. Burdick, of this review, received his education in the district 
school and he worked on the home farm during the summer months in his 
youth. He attended the high school in Mt. Pleasant and was graduated 
from the same in 1889, completing what was known as the English course. 
Then for three years he taught in the district schools, two years at  Loomis, 
in Wise township, and one in Lincoln township. He had a second grade 
certificate and served fix-e years on the board of examiners lor teachers. 
After he finished teaching at Loomis he attended the Ypsilanti Normal 
School for two years, graduating with a life certificate. He then taught 
in Shepherd one year. was superintendent of schools there. and he was 
elected school commissioner, serving two terms of two years each, in a 
iiizixer :ha: brought him m c h  praise from 2 1  classes, a i d  diiriiig that 
time he did a great deal to promote the cause of education here. 

Mr. Burdick was married on June 19, 1897, to Lotta Hibbard. at Alma. 
She was born July 10, 1878, in Mt. Pleasant. This union has been graced 
by the birth of one daughter, Frances Josephine, born December 30, 1907. 
Mrs. Burdick's mother, who is now living in Shepherd, is a sister of Frank 
and Judge Dodds. of Mt. Pleasant. 

After attending the literary department of the University of Michigan 
one year. Mr. Burdick taught one year in the normal at Mt. Pleasant, teach- 
ing civics, English, United States and general history. He made a splendid 
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record as  an instructor and his services were in great demand, but he gave 
up teaching to go in business with his father-in-law, Frank Hibbard, in 
1903. H e  has been very successful in this, carrying on insurance, loan and 
real estate business on an extensive scale; he also does a little law business 
in justice courts. but because of lack of time he does not go into the law 
very extensively. This partnership was continued until February 8, 1908, 
when Mr. Hibbard died, since which time Mr. Burdick has continued the 
business alone in Shepherd, but he has a real estate office in Mt. Pleasant 
with his brother. H e  is a Republican in politics, and he takes an abiding 
interest in all matters looking to the general good of his county. 

ALLEN E. CLARK. 

Allen E. Clark, lumber dealer at  Shepherd, and one of the leading 
business men of his part of the country, was born February 8, 1854, at Fort  
Covington, Franklin county, New York. When about three o r  four years 
old, he was taken by his parents to St. Lawrence county, that state, and a t  
the age of ten accompanied the family to Michigan, making the journey from 
Ogdenburg to Saginaw by boat and from the latter place to Isabella county 
by driving overland. H e  remained ~ i t h  his parents rrntil reaching the 
years of manhood and in the meantime attended at  intervals the public schools 
of Isabella county, devoting the larger portion of each year to  various kinds 
of manual labor. 

At  the age of twenty-five, Mr. Clark married Phene Austin, who was 
born in Ingham county, Michigan, January 12, 18j7, being a daughter of 
Thomas and Lucy (Hull) Austin, early residents of that part of the state 
and among the esteemed people of the town of Leslie where Mrs. Clark spent 
her chi!dhccd 22d yoixth. After the subject's marriage he settled on his 
father-idan-'s place, V . ~ T C  1.e remained one year and then purchased forty 
acres of land in Lincoln township, Isabella county, for which he paid the 
sum of five hundred and fifty dollars, and which he sold three years later for 
one thousand dollars. On  leaving the latter place he went t o  Reed City 
xhere he was engaged in the lumber business about one year with another 
party. during which time he did fairly well, clearing about eight 
hundred dollars. part of which he invested in two town lots a t  Shepherd. 

Erecting a commodious dwelling on one of the lots, he made the place 
his home for a period of three years, about one-half of which time he worked 
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on the railroad, devoting the remainder to  the manufacture of lumber :n 
partnership with a friend, whose interest in the mill he purchased a t  the end 
of two years. 

During the ensuilig five years, Mr. Clark operated a saw mill in Lincoln 
township and did a thriving business, but at  the expiration of that period he 
moved the mill to the town and took his brother, Sydney, a s  a partner. Under 
the firm name of Clark Brothers, the enterprise was continued for four years 
when the subject bought hls partner's interest and during the six months 
ensuing conducted the business alone. In 1901 he sold the mill and em- 
barked in the lumber business at  Shepherd. where he has since built up a 
large and lucrative patronage, his sales, which amounted to about five thou- 
sand dollars the first year. having gradually increased until they are now 
considerably in excess of eighteen thousand dollars per year. \\ ith encouraging 
prospects of still larger gro\ith in the future. Mr. Clark omns the only lum- 
ber yard in the town and. having no competition in his line. his advancement 
has been very encouraging. H e  handles lumber, lath. shingles. moulding and 
various other kinds of building material, also bnck, cement. lime, xlood pulp, 
etc.. and owns the yard. sixty-six by three hundred and sixty-six feet. on 
which his business is conducted. He has other town property, including three 
substantial residences, one of which he ocmpies, and manifests an active inter- 
est in all that concerns the material prosperity of the community and the 
social and moral well being of his fellon- men 

Mr. Clark stands high in business circles and as a citizen is enterprising, 
public spirited and alive to all that makes for the good of the community. 
H e  holds membership ni th Salt River Lodge No. 288. Free and Accepted 
Masons; Shepherd Lodge No. 2 3 9 ,  Independent Order of  Odd Fellows, which 
he joined at the age of twenty-one, and is also identified with Tent No. 2 3 7 ,  
Knights of the Maccabees, at Shepherd. In  religion. he is a Methodist and 
for a number of years has been an active and influential worker in the church, 
being a leader in the congregation at  Shepherd and zealous in disseminating 
the gospel among his fellow men both at  home and ahroad His fp ther  was 
a life-long Democrat and from boyhood he was subject to the influence of 
that party, but of recent years he has been independent polltically, voting for 
the best qualified candidates. regardless of party ties. 

Mr. Clark has been hcnored from time to  time with important public 
trusts, and in every relation of life has shown himself worthy of the confidence 
reposed in him by his fellow citizens. H e  served four years as secretary of 
the school board. was justice of the peace one term and a member of the 
school board at  the present time. H e  is a stockholder in the Commercial 
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State Bank of Shepherd, and is also interested in the canning factory at the 
same place, besides being identified with other utilities and enterprises which 
tend to  the growth of the town. Mr. and Mrs. Clark have no children of 
their oxbn, nevertheless they are deeply interested in the young people of the 
community and do all within their power to inculcate in them the sterling 
principles of manhood and womanhood, to the end that they may grow up 
to useful llves and fill honorable positions in the world. Like her husband, 
Mrs. Clark is devoutly religious and her activity in the church has made her 
life a strong influence for good among all with whom she mingles. 

Robert Clark, father of the subject, was born in Franklin county, New 
York, in 1807 and remained in his native state until 1864. In the latter year 
he moved to Isabella county. Michigan, and purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres of land in section 14. Coe township, all wooded and requiring much 
labor to  clear and improve. Later he disposed of half of the tract and in 
due time cleared up the remaining eighty acres and converted it into a fine 
farm and comfortable home H e  lived on this place about twenty-one years, . 
when. owing to  advancing age, he discontinued active labor and moved to  
Shepherd, where he spent the remainder of his days in retirement, dying in 
1903 at  the ripe old age of ninety-six years. His wife Martha, the daughter 
of Francis and Betsey -, was born in Cornwall, Canada, in 1820, and 
when young accompanied her parents to  Sew York where, in 1840, she be- 
came the wife of Robert Clark. She bore her husband the following children : 
Myron. deceased; Sydney died in the fall of I=; Hudson died in the jear 
1862. while in the army; Milton lives in Coe township and took care of his 
mother. who died Xovember 9, 1910, at the age of ninety-one; Daney died 
in 1908; Allen of this review ; Robert, who married Sarah Dunn and resides 
in Isabella county: Anna, wife of Charles Belch, of Shepherd; and Henry, 
who departed this life at the age of twenty-three. 

WILLIAM J. MAXiVELL. 

One of the most evident things to  the thoughtful 
that life at  no stage is a bed of roses. There are thorns, 

farmer is the fact 
and many of them, 

along the path of farming life, and the luckiest ones are they who are pierced 
by the fewest and avoid the most. And this being the case i t  often becomes 
necessary for us to help one another along the road of life. William J. 
Maxwell. popular and successful farmer of Wise township, Isabella county, 
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is one who believes in the motto, "Live and let live." H e  believes in honest 
emulation and fair competition and is willing to march side by side with 
his fellow creatures and take his chances with the rest, giving them their 
dues and taking his OWE. He  was born in Hastings county, Ontario, Canada, 
in 1852, the son of Robert and Jane (Joyce) Maxwell, both natives of 
Ireland. He never had an opportunity to attend school, for when he was 
six years of age he was taken by his parents into the woods where there 
were no schools, so the opportunity never presented itself until he was 
past school age, but he has become a well posted man by actual contact 
with the world. H e  remained with his father on the farm until he was 
sixteen years of age, then was apprenticed at six dollars per month for two 
seasons to learn carpentering; he also studied general textbooks a t  the same 
time. The next season he received twelve dollars per month, then worked 
as a millwright for five years at tm-enty dollars per month. I n  1879 he 
came to Isabella county and settled in section 6, Wise township. His 
father bought eighty acres in section 5 ;  the son's land, forty acres, was 
all in timber and there mere no roads here then. H e  continued to work as 
a carpenter and builder and bridge builder until 1891. He  built bridges 
for the Ann Arbor railway for three years at eighty dollars per month, 
working from Clare to Frankfort. He  mas regarded by the company is 
an expert in his line and one of their most valued and trusted employes. 
As a carpenter his work n as in great demand. being of a high grade. 

Mr. Maxwell was married, first, in 1882 to Christina Marlin, of Hast- 
ings county, Ontario, and subsequently to Augustes Wheeler, also of Hast- 
ings county, Ontario. and she died five months afterwards; his third mar- 
riage was to Clara McJames, and was solemnized in I@I. She was a 
native of Essex county, Ontario. Two children were born of his first 
marriage, George, who has remained single, owns a "bus" line in Duluth, 
and operates the same; Jaix A. married John Horden and lives at Flint, 
Michigan. The children by his third marriage were Bertrand, Carl, Nellie, 
Arthur, Grace, Ralph and Marion. 

In 1891 Mr. Maxwell came to his father's old farm and has resided 
here ever since, carrying on general farming in a very successful manner 
on his one hundred and twenty acres, having seventy-eight acres under cul- 
tivation; he raises corn, oats, wheat, sugar beets and hay. His land is all 
well fenced; the county ditch runs through the place and it is well im- 
proved in every respect. H e  has a substantial, cozy and attractive dwelling 
and excellent outbuildings and everything about his $ace is neat and well 
kept, showing good management. 
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Mr. Maxwell was the first school director in district No. 3, when it 
was formed, and he was again elected in 1891 and remained director until 
this district was consolidated with district No. 2. He still holds office as 
director. H e  ~ 7 a s  township treasurer ttx-o terms and for three years he was 
secretary and treasurer of the Gleaners. H e  was secretary and treasurer 
of the Herrickfull Cream Cheese Company for three years, was a stockholder 
and on the board of directors. Politically, he is a Republican, and is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church; for the past twenty years o r  
more he has been a trustee of the church, also served as  steward and in 
other capacities. H e  has been an influential factor in local affairs ever 
since he came here and he is well and favorably knoxn and has a wide 
circle of friends. 

REUBEN WELLMAN. 

This representative citizen and gallant soldier of the greatest civil war 
in the annals of time, is a native of Genesee county. New York, and dates 
his birth from September 18, 1833. H e  was reared to maturity in that state 
and after the death of his mother, which occurred when he was eight years 
old. was apprenticed to  a farmer of his native county, with whom he remained 
until attaining his majority, the meanwhile during the winter months attending 
the public schools until well versed in the branches constiruring the usuai 
course of study. After serving his term, he came to Michigan with his 
brother. Almon. His brother John had preceded him three years before and 
during the two years ensuing he was in partnership with the latter in the 
manufacture and sale of chain pumps, in which business he traveled in vari- 
ous parts of the state and met with iair success as a salesman. While thus 
engaged, he iormed the a ~ q ~ a i n t a n c e  of  an estimable young lady by the name 
of Velissa Godfry, whom he subsequently married, after which he returned 
to his native state, where. he foliowed agriculiura! pursuits anti! 1862. \\-her, 
he exchanged the implements of husbandry for ihe deatil-cleakg rveapons of 
karfare, enlisting that year in Company G. One Hundred Sixtieth New York 
Infantry. with u-hich he served with an honarable record until his discharge. 
in 1 8 6 5 ,  after giving two years and nine months to the defense of the national 
union. 

Mr. Wellman's regiment formed part of the Army of the Potomac and 
prticipated in some of the most noted battles of the Virginia campaign, in 
one of which. the engagemect at  Cedar Creek. he fell icto the hands of the 

(41 
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enemy and for three weeks thereafter he was incarcerated in the old Libby 
prison at Richmond, Virginia. At the expiration of that time he, with many 
others equally unfortunate, was removed to Salisbury, North Carolina, where, 
on February 22, 1865, he was paroled, immediately after which he returned 
to Michigan and has since made his home in this state. 

Mr. Wellman's wife died while he was in the service, and later, on re- . . ,.b..7--- his discharge at the close of the war, he located on a forty-acre tract 

of  land in Coe township, Isabella county, which he cleared and improved and 
in due time found himself the possessor of one of the best farms and among 
the most attractive homes in the section of country in which his place is 
situated. He  moved to his iand in July, 1865, and in the following September 
was united in marriage with Myra Sawyer, who has proven a true wife and 
helpmate, assisting him in his efforts to improve the farm and encouraging 
him in seasons when fortune did not always pave his pathway with favor. 

After spending ten'years on the farm and accumulating a comfortable 
competency, Mr. Wellman removed to the town of Shepherd, where he is now 
living a life of retirement, although still in touch with his various enterprises 
and abreast of the times on 811 matters of local and general interest. Twenty- 
seven years ago he was elected justice of the peace, which position he stiIl 
holds and in which he has earned a creditable record as an officer of the law, 
much important business being brought to his court and so able and impartial 
have been his decisions that but few of them have been reversed by higher 
tribunals. H e  also served three years as township treasurer and a similar 
length of time as constable, proving in these offices, as in that of justice of 
the peace, a wise and judicious public servant who made his duty paramount 
to every other consideration. Mr. Wellman votes the Republican ticket and 
has long been an active worker and influential adviser in the councils of his 
party, and to the various conventions, township and county and district and 
state, he is invariably chosen a delegate. H e  is a member of Salt River Lodge 
No. 288, Free a d  Accepted Masons, in ~ h i c h  he has served as ty!er aiid is 
also a leading spirit in Rdpk Ely Post Xo. I jo, Grand Arilly of the Xepublic, 
in which he has been honored with every position within the gift of his com- 
rades of the order. 

Mr. Wellman's first marriage was blessed with two children, Carrie S., 
wife of Clarence Struble, of Mt. Pleasant, and Hattie, whose husband, I. N. 
Fordyce, died in J-uly, 1910, since which time she has lived in the village of 
Shepherd. His present wife has borne him children as follows: Minnie, 
who married Noah Lyons, and made her home in Shepherd, died in 1900; 
Charles A, also a resident of that town and a married man, his wife having 
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formerly been Bertha Wilson; Winifred D. and Wilfred are twins, the former 
being single and living with her father, the latter an employ of the Ann 
Arbor railway, and lives at Owosso, where he has a home presided over by an 
intelligent and popular young lady, who, before marriage to him, resided in 
St. Louis, Michigan, and bore the name of Minnie Reed. 

EDWARD DUGGAN. 

The subject of this sketch was born August 16, 1863, on the Duggan 
family homestead in Lincoln township and has been a resident of Isabella 
county all his life. His father, a native of Ireland, lyas born in 1822 and 
at the age of thirty-eight came to the United States, settling first in New 
York where he farmed a few years and then sold out and migrated to 
IsabeIIa county, Michigan, locating on one hundred and sixty acres of land 
in section 36, Lincoln township, which he purchased from the government 
for fifty cents per acre, sixty dollars per acre being a conservative estimate 
of its value at the present time. Mr. Duggan and sons cleared the place of 
timber and by continuous toil succeeded in reducing the greater part of the 
land to cultivation besides making a number of substantial improvements 
in the way of buildings, fencing. etc.. and reclaiming some of this farm by 
means of artificial drainage. When the father died he willed the place to 
his sons, by whom it is still owned. The mother of the subject, whose birth 
occurred in 1832. was a native of Ireland. She first met the man who after- 
wards became her husband in Ypsilanti. Michigan. their marriage being 
solemnized in that city in the year 1857. The following are the names of 
their children : Michael, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this volume ; 
William, Edward, Mary, wife of James O'Brien; Katie, now Mrs. Henry 
Freeman, and Ella, who married John Fanning. 

Edwzrd Duggan grew up  on the homestead and as soon as his services 
could be utilized to advantage he was put to work in the fields, where he was 
soon able to do a man's part at almost any kind of manual labor. He 
obtained a fair education during the years of his childhood and youth and 
remained at home until two years after his father's death, when he took posses- 
sion of the farm in Lincoln township which he now owns and on which he has 
achieved distinctive success as an energetic and progressive agriculturist. Mr. 
Duggan's farm, which includes a part of his father's old farm and another 
tract adjoining, contains one hundred and sixteen acres of valuable land for 
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which he has been offered the sum of fifty dollars per acre, and with the 
improvements he has added it is now among the most desirable farms in the 
township. When he moved to the place it was in poor condition, but by 
energetic and systematic labor he has brought the soil to its present high state 
of tillage, increasing the productiveness of certain parts by judicious tile 
drainage and increasing the value of the whole by several substantial build- 
ings which he has erected from time to time., As a farmer he ranks among 
the most successful of his neighbors similarly engaged, being progressive in 
his methods, using the latest modern implements and machinery and man- 
aging his affairs with the good judgment and foresight characteristic of the 
master of his vocation. 

Mr. Duggan has never taken upon himself the duties and ;esponsibilities 
of matrimony. H e  is popular with the large circle of friends with whom he 
associates and as a citizen is public-spirited to the extent of encouraging all 
measures for the advancement of the community materially and otherwise 
stands for law and order and uses his influence for the right on matters in- 
volving moral issues. Politically he votes with the Republican party and 
religiously is a Roman Catholic, belonging at  this time to St. Patrick's church 
at Seville and manifesting a commendable interest in all the good work of 
the same, also contributing liberally of his means to the support of the parish. 
Personally he is a companionable gentleman of pleasing address and easily 
approachable, his integrity being unquestioned and his character above the 
suspicion of dishonor. He stands four square to every wind that blows, an 
honest man, whose veracity is beyond question and whose upright conduct 
has gained for him a coilspicuous place among the representative citizens of 
the township in which he resides. 

Holding distinctive prestige among the representative medical men of 
Isabella county is Dr. Bowman Corning Shaw, who has been practicing his 
profession at Rosebush since 1906, and who in the interim has achieved marked 
success in his calling as well as an honorable place in the esteem of the public. 
Although a native of Canada, Doctor Shaw's intecedents were originally 
from Massachusetts, removing thence in an early day to Nova Scotia and 
from there to the province of Ontario, where the Doctor was born on August 
31, 1856. His father, John Shaw, whose birth occurred at Yarmouth, Nova 

I 
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Scotia. in 1829, was a seafaring man until mid life, after which he became a 
farmer. Sarah Vichery, his wife, also a native of Nova Scotia, was born July 
12, 1833, and is still living in St. Clair county, Michigan, her husband hav- 
ing died in the year 1904. 

The early life of Doctcr Shaw was spent in his native county of Kent, 
and in the country and grammar schools he received his preliminary educa- 
tional discipline. Later he took a six months' business course at Chatham, 
Ontario, following which he spent about the same time on the Atlantic coast 
for the benefit of his health, which had previously become somex~hat shat- 
tered by reason of close confinement and hard study. Returning to Canada, 
he yielded to a desire of long standing by taking up the study of medicine 
which he pursued in the office of a local physician for two and a half years 
when he laid aside his books and during the two years ensuing served as a 
reporter on the Detroit Ccii~nzercial Advertiser. Severing his connection 
with the paper at the expiration of that time, he engaged in the practice of 
medicine a t  Niagara Falls under a preceptor with whom he continued one 
year and then opened an ofice of his o x n  at the town of Rosebush, Isabella 
county, Michigan, where he remained twelve years, during which time he met 
-with gratifying success and built up a very lucrative professional business. 
During his second year at  the latter place. Dr. Shaw took the Michigan state 
medical examination and, receiving his degree, took a post-graduate course a t  
Chicago Polyclinic. Chicago, Illinois. after which he located at Clare. where he 
practiced for six years and then returned to Rosebush, I\-here he has since 
acquired a thriving patronage and taken high rank as a skillful physician and 
surgeon. 

Doctor Shaw is a close and conscientious student and he has ever aimed 
to become a true leader and a benefactor of his kind. To  this end he has 
kept in touch with the latest advancements in the science of medicine, availing 
himself of every opportunity to add to his professional knowledge and effi- 
ciency and, as already stated, he no\\- occupies a conspicuous place among the 
leading men of his calling in Isabella county and, being in the prime of his 
mental and physical powers, with a laudable ambition to  succeed. it is eminent- 
ly fitting to  predict for him still greater usefulness in years to come. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America. the Order of 
Gleaners and Independent Crder of Odd Fellows at  Rosebush, in all of which 
societies he is an influential worker, besides holding official positions at various 
times in each. H e  is not indifferent to the public interests of the community 
in which he resides but manifests a lively regard for the general welfare of 
his fellow men and to  the extent of his ability encourages all measures and 
enterprises with this object in view. 
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Doctor Shaw has been twice married, the first time in 1884 to  Martha 
Sexsmith, who died in 1898 after bearing him the following children : John, 
born December 27, 1887, married Florence Hines and lives in the city of 
Flint, this state; Irene, born October 16, 1888, is the wife of Frank Cornwall 
and lives a t  Tecurnseh, Michigan; Edward, born November 23, 1893, is single 
and lives at  home; and Vera, the youngest of the number, was born October 
23, 1894, and is a student of the Clare high school. The Doctor's second 
marriage was solemnized in 1904 with Orie Denman, whose birth occurred 
on August 18, 1883, the union being blessed with two sons, Norman, born 
August 23, I@, and Wayne, who first saw the light of day on April 23, 
1908. 

JOHN H. EDMOXDS. 

The gentleman of whom the biographer writes in this connection enjoys 
distinctive prestige as a farmer, and as a citizen he is interested in all that 
tends to promote the material prosperity of the community and benefit his fel- 
low men. John H. Edmonds was born November 16, 186j, in Calhoun 
county, Michigan, and spent his early life on his father's farm, receiving his 
educational training in the district schools. H e  remained in his native county 
until his twenty-second year when he 11-ent to Dallas county, Texas, and en- 
gaged, in gardening. Becoming dissatisfied with the South, he returned to 
Michigan after an absence of nine months, and six months later came to Isa- 
bella county and bought the forty acres of  land in section 20, Isabella town- 
ship, which in due time he cleared and improved and on which he still resides. 
Subsequently he purchased an additional forty-acre tract, which he likewise 
improved and at the present time his farm of eighty acres is not only one of 
the best in the township but compares favorably with any other of like area 
within the bounds of Isabellz county. 

Mr. Edmonds stands f ~ r  modem methods in farming and ?x!ieves that 
money put into improvements is wisely invested. T o  this end he has been 
unsparing of his means, erecting in 1894 a fine modern dwelling of ample 
size and imposing appearance, building one year later a large and commodious 
barn, twenty by sixty feet in dimensions, besides laying over two thousand 
rods cf drain tile and putting up four hundred and twenty rods of woven 
wire and one hundred rods of barbed wire fencing, to say nothing of various 
-outbuildings and other improvements, such as are-found on first class, upto- 
date farms. All but seven acres of his place is in cultivation and he raises 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 647 

abundant crops of grains, vegetables and fruits for which central Michigan 
is noted, also devotes considerable attention to live stock, his cattle, sheep and 
hogs being of the best breeds and adding very materially to his income. 

Mr. Edmonds is an intelligent, wide-awake man who is ever alive to the 
best interests of the community and ready at all times to use his influence in 
furthering laudable means for the public good. On national and state issues 
he votes the Republican ticket, but in local affairs gives his support to the 
best candidates irrespective of political ties. He served one year as iown- 
ship supervisor and, for two years was treasurer of his township, in both posi- 
tions proving a very capable and obliging official and leaving nothing undone 
to advance the interests of his jurisdiction. 

Jennie L. Van Buren, wife of htr. Edmonds, is a daughter of Ephraim 
and Olive (Myers) Van Buren, both natives of New. York. The former, 
who is a cousin of President Martin Van Buren, was born in 1818 and still 
living, making his home at this time with the subject; the latter, whose birth 
occurred in 1822, departed tkis life in the year 1859. Mr. and Mrs. Edmonds 
are the parents of children as follows: Clarence V. B., born in 1885, married 
~lorence Robertson and lives in Isabella township; Viola, whose birth oc- 
curred in the year 1877, is the wife of William Funnel, of the same town- 
ship; Zella, born in 1883, lives in Reno, Nevada, and Charles, also a resident 
of that city, n-as born in the year 1887. The iather of the subject was 
Charles Edmonds. a native of Kew York, where his birth occurred in 1829. 
The mother, whose maiden name was Sara Ide, was born in that state iil the 
year 1837. These parents were married in Battle Creek and their deaths oc- 
curred in the years 1886 and 1904 respectively. 

GEORGE E. WELLER. 

This enterprising farmer and ex-soldier is a iia:ive af C)rar?ge county, 
New York, where he mas born in ihe year 1Sq;. 15'hen he l-ii-as fmr years 
old. his parents moved to Michigan and from 1849 until the breaking out of 
the great Rebellion he lived Gn a farm and attended during the winter months 
such schools as were then common in this state. In 1861, when a mere youth 
of sixteen, he responded to the President's call for volunteers by enlisting in 
Company I of the Twenty-second Michigan Infantry, with which he served 
for three years. during which time he took part in a number of campaigns and 
shared with his comrades the fortunes and vicissitudes of war on many bloody 
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fields of conflict. On September 20, 1863, at the battle of Chickamauga, he 
received a painful wound in the left ankle joint which necessitated his going to  
a hospital in Nashville, where he was treated for some weeks, later being re- 
moved to St. Mary's Hospital in Detroit where he remained until sufficiently 
recovered to rejoin his regiment in June, 1864. At the expiration of his 
period of service, he was honorably discharged and, returning to  Michigan 
immediately thereafter, began working by the month as a farm hand in 
Livingston county, later being employed by the year in that and the county 
of Oakland, where he remained until moving to Isabella county in 1876. 

In the meantime, 1865, shortly after quitting the army, Mr. Weller was 
united in marriage with Mary Opdyke, whose birth occurred in Pennsylvania 
in 1846. When twelve years old she was taken to  Iowa by her parents and, 
after spending three years in that state, came to Washtenaw county, Michigan, 
where she grew to maturity. For several years following his marriage, Mr. 
Weller supported himself and wife as a farm laborer, but on coming to  
Isabella county he purchased land in section 25,  Isabella township, which he 
improved and on which he lived during the seven years ensuing. At the 
expiration of that time, he disposed of his original purchase and moved to 
his present place of eighty acres in section 36 of the same township where he 
has since resided and which, under his effective labor and judicious manage- 
ment, has been developed al-!d improved until it now ranks among the best 
farins in the locality. 

Mr. Weller is a man of progressive tendencies, cultivates the soil ac- 
cording to modern methods and seldom fails to realize amply from the time 
and labor expended on his farm. H e  has cleared considerable of his land, 
made a considerable section of road and by judicious tile drainage has not 
only reclaimed much valuable soil, but greatly enhanced the productiveness of 
the land. H e  has good buiidings, fine wire fences, and all in all his farm is 
under an excellent state of cultivation and compares favorably with the best 

its are2 in the county. r---- nnlitirc he is a proncuEced R e n ~ ~ h l ; o ~ n  -yLVuC .., 
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Wabano Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at Mt. Pleasant, with which he 
has held membership for a number of years and in the deliberations of which 
he takes an active part. Mrs. Weller belongs to the Woman's Relief Corps, 
No. 56, Mt. Pleasant, and is likewise a zealous worker in all the interests 
represented by the organization. She served three years as senior vice-presi- 
dent and at the present time is junior vice-president, also assistant to the 
secretary of the enczmpment. 

The family of Mr. anc! Mrs. Weller consists of the following children: 
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Nellie. born October, 1866, is the wife of George GiIpin and lives in Mt. 
Pleasant; William E., was born in January, 1868, married Mollie Wallace, 
and lives in Isabella townshrp; Maude, born September, 1870, is the wife of 
Thomas Lawrence and lives in Mt. Pleasant; Nora and Dora, twins. were 
born August, 1878 ; the former is unmarried and at  home, the latter being the 
wife of George Wallace. of Owosso, this state; Blanche, who also resides on 
the home farm, is the wife of A. Meyer. and George. who is still 173th his 
parents, mas born in Nor-ember, 1885. 

ELTON J. VAN LEUVEN. 

Prominent among the energetic, far-sighted and s~iccessf~d business men 
of Isabella county is Elton J. Van Leuven. of Mt. Pleasant, whose life history 
most happily illustrates what may be attained by faithful and continued effort 
in carrying out an honest pcrpose. Integrity, activity and energy have been 
the crowning point in his career and have led to desirable and creditable suc- 
cess. His connection with banking institutions and various lines of business 
have been of decided advantage to the community. promoting its welfare 
along various lines in no urcertain manner, while at  the same time he ha\s 
made an untarnished record and unspotted reputation as a business man. 
His methods are progressive and he is quick to adopt new ideas which he be- 
lieves will prove of practica! value in his work. Indolence and idleness are 
entirely foreign to his nature, and owing to his close application to business 
and his honorable methods he has won prosperity that is richly merited, while 
he enjoys the friendship and esteem of the people of the entire locality. 

Mr. Van Leuven was bcrn in Seville tomnship, Gratiot county, Michigan, 
July 29, 1866. H e  is the scion of an excellent and influential old family of 
the Empire state, being the son of Lucius and Mary Van Lem en, both natives 
of the state of New York. 

The subject has reflected all his life the wholesome training he received in 
his home. H e  received a good education in the high school at  Mount Pleas- 
ant and the Detroit Business University. He had long entertained a laudable 
ambition to enter the banking arena, and consequently bent every effort in 
that direction and became well equipped for this special line of work. He 
entered the employment of the First National Bank of Mt. Pleasant, Michi- 
gan. in 1884 and at once succeeded i11 making his influence felt in strengthed 
ing the prestige of that old Fnancial institution. By nature an organizer and 
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promoter, in 1898 he organbed the banking house of Webber & Ruel at  Mt. 
Pleasant, and was its cashier and manager for a period of five years, during 
which time he placed it on a very sure and solid basis. He organized the 
Isabella County State Bank of Mt. Pleasant, taking on the business of Webber 
& Ruel, bankers, in 1903, he has since served as its cashier and director, 
performing his duties in this connection in his usual able and conservative 
manner, which has reflected much credit upon himself and to the entire satls- 
faction of all concerned. The business of this bank has been very prosperous 
and it is regarded as one of the safest and most popular banking institutions 
in this section of Michigan. Its assets are now over a half million dollars. 

Mr. Van Leuven held the office of treasurer of the Michigan Bankers 
Association one year, winning the hearty approval of the members of the same 
by his judicious management of this office. Politically he is a Republican and 
is a loyal advocate of his party's principles. He has very faithfuliy dis- 
charged the duties of city treasurer, alderman and a member of the school 
board. Fraternally he belongs to the Free and Accepted Masons and the 
Knights of Pythias. 

On June 2, 1885, Mr. Van Leuven was united in marriage with Elizabeth 
Hitchcock, a lady of culture and refinement whose genial personality has long 
rendered her a favorite with a large circle of friends. She is the dasghter 
of John Hitchcock, who formerly lived in this county but more recently a 
citizen of Bismarck, North Dakota. This union has been graced by the birth 
of two children, Buel H. and Ruth E. Mr. and Mrs. Van Leuven have a 
modern, commodious and comfortable home and they stand high in the best 
social circles of the county. 

jOHN McNERNEY. 

Prominent among the prosperous farmers and puh!;c spirited citizecs of 
Isabella township is the subject of this review, a gentleman of intelligence and 
liberal culture, whom to know is to esteem and honor. John Mc- 
Nerney was born January I, 1854, a native of the Emerald isle. The subject 
spent the first eighteen years of his life near the place of his birth, but at 
the age indicated accompanied his parents to the United States and during the 
ensuing three years lived on a farm in Livingston county. Michigan. At the 
expiration of that period he came to Isabella county, but after a brief sojourn 
in the township of Isabella entered the Detroit Business University, from 
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which he was graduated in due time, after which he returned to this county 
and engaged in educational work. Mr. McNerney taught school for the first 
term in Isabella township in the winter of 1877 and during the ensuing fifteen 
years had charge of schools in various parts of the county, achieving the mean- 
while an honorable record as an efficient and popular instructor. Not caring 
to devote his life to school work, he discontinued the profession at  the expira- 
tion of the time indicated afid bought the farm of forty acres in section 17, 
Isabella township, which he still owns and cultivates and which he subsequently 
enlarged by the addition of a like area adjoining, besides purchasing another 
forty-acre tract in section 19. H e  now owns one hundred and twenty acres 
of excellent land in one of the finest agricultural districts of Isabella county, 
has made a number of substantial improvements on the same and by his well 
directed labors and judicious management, the farm at this time ranks atnong 
the most productive and valuable of the township in which it is situated. Mr. 
McNerney believes in using his means to  proper ends, accordingly he has been 
unsparing of both money axd time in beautifying his home and adding to  its 
attractiveness and value. His fine brick residence erected in 1901 is a model 
of architecture as well as convenience, and fully equipped with modern im- 
provements. In 189 j he built a commodious barn which answers all purposes 
for u-hich intended and his other improvements, including artificial drainage, 
good fencing and a number of substantial outbuildings. are all up to date and 
ixdicate the interest which he takes in the calling to which his time and 
energies are devoted. 

Mr. McNerney, in the year 1885, was united in the holy bonds of matri- 
mony with Elizabeth Hase. who x a s  born February 17, 1858, the union 
terminating with the untimely death of the wife in September, 1908, after 
bearing her husband the following children: Frank, born June 17. 1886. is 
single and lives at home ; Pauline, also a member of the home circle, was born 
August 21, 1887; Rose, who was born September 17, 1889, is a graduate of 
the Central State Normal School and one of Isabella county's most efficient 
zm! popular teachers: Mary. born June 7, 1891, is also an alumna of that 
institution; Theresa, who was born June 26, 1892, is also a graduate of the 
same school; Anna, the youngest of the family, was born March I, 1894, and, 
like her sisters, is preparing herself for teaching, being at  this time a student 
of the Central State Normal and standing high in her classes. 

Mr. McNerney is a Democrat in politics and, being a reader and thinker, 
is well informed on the questions of the day and is an influential worker for 
the success of his party. H e  was reared a Catholic and has always remained 
true to  the teachings of the mother church. At the present time he belongs 
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to St. Henry's church, Vernon, with which his children are also identified, and 
is a iiberal contributor to the support of the parish. H e  has never been an 
office seeker nor aspirant for public honors, nevertheless the voters of his towrr- 
ship some years ago elected him township clerk, which position he filled with 
credit to himself and to  the satisfaction of the citizens of his jurisdiction for 
a period of eight years, besides serving four years as superintendent of the 
township schools. 

This prominent and public spirited citizen has richly earned the esteem 
and confidence which he now commands and it is by no means presumptuous 
to  claim for him a larger place in the public view than any other of his con- 
temporaries in the community where he resides. For a number of years he 
has been more or  less actively identified with the varied interests of the thriv- 
ing t o w  of Shepherd, and has contributed to its advancement, not only in a 
material way, but along social, educational and moral lines as well. Ken- 
neth E. Struble is a native of Williams county, Ohio, where his birth occurred 
on Xovember 17, 1867. H e  was brought to  Isabella county, Michigan, when 
but six months old, spent his childhood and youth at Salt River, Coe township, 
and in the public schools ahich 11e attended during his minority he received 
an intellectual training which served as a foundation for his subsequent career 
in the various lines of business to which he has devoted his talents. 

Mr. Struble's first practical experience was as a salesman for his broth- 
ers, S. W. and J. H. Struble, in their mercantile establishment at  Shepherd, 
in which capacity he continued until the dissolution of the partnership, when 
he accepted a position with J. H. and remained in his store for a period of 
fifteen years, during which time he developed business ability of a high order 
ax! gained the cor?fder?ce of a!! I&'. -.r.'.err, he cam:: into contact. On 
Novexber ;a, 1901, he u-as appoiiited 5)- Presideii: R o o s e d t  pojiillaster of 
Shepherd and, entering at once upon the duties of the office, has continued 
them to the present time, earning the meanwhile an honorable reputation as a 
capable and popular official-indeed, the most efficient of the many who have 
held the position. 

When Mr. Struble received his first commission Shepherd was a fourth 
class office, but in July, 1902, it was advanced to the third class, since which 
time it has more than doubled its capacity, being now the center of a large 
rural delivery, which includes five routes and takes in as many townships, 
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besides touching parts of three others. H e  has received three commissions 
from President Roosevelt and on March 17, 1910, was reappointed by Presi- 
dent Taft, his long retention in the office speaking well for his efficiency, also 
for the confidence reposed in him by the department, as well as by the general 
public which he serves. Mr. Struble represegfs a class of citizens distin- 
guished for those measures cf public policy which bear directly upon material 
interests, and he enjoys a high reputation for business sagacity and integrity, 
his opinions and views being worthy of the highest consideration and regard. 
H e  is identified with a number of enterprises and utilities ~vhich make for the 
material prosperity of the town in which he lives and in all that concerns the 
social and moral welfare of his fellow townsmen his influence and co-operation 
have been unsparing and constant. H e  is a stockholder and director of the 
Central State Savings Bank of Shepherd, and is likewise identified with the 
banking company at the tonn  of Winn, to the success of both of XI-hich insti- 
tutions he has contributed in no small degree, being recognized as a discreet 
business man whose judgment and opinions have weight with his associates 
and command the respect of the public. Since old enough to read intelligent- 
ly. he has kept in touch with the leading questions and issues of the people and 
a careful investigation of the principles of the opposing political parties led 
him into the Republican ranks, since xhich time he has been unremitting in 
his advocacy of its policies and an untiring worker for the success of its 
candidates. 

A4ctive and influential ;s Mr. Struble has been in political work, he has 
never sought office for himself. his first thought being for his friends whom 
he has assisted from time to time by every legitimate means within his 
power. T o  his efforts the success of not a few candidates has been due and 
his judicious advice in party councils and activity during the progress of 
campaigns have helped to n i n  victory for the entire ticket in a number of 
hotly waged contests. H e  was a member of the county committee one term 
md rezdered effective service in that capacity and a k o  sei-:ed for snme time 
oil ;he RcpuF.!iczr? cnzgessioml committee. where his judicious counsel was 
likewise appreciated. Before President McKinley's first nomination, he as- 
sisted in organizing a McKinley Club and served as  president of same and 
during the campaign which followed rendered valuable service in winning the 
large majority which that popular candidate carried in Isabella county. 

Mr. Struble has been quite successful in his business affairs and in addi- 
tion to his interests in the banks referred to in a preceding paragraph, he 
owns valuable real estate in both town and country. the former including 
a fine modern residence on Wright avenue, the principal street of the city. 
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His home is imposing and attractive and, being situated in the business dis- 
trict, the property is growing rapidly in value. Mr. Struble is an enthusiastic 
Mason, belonging to Salt River Lodge No. 2&8, in which he has been hon- 
ored with four terms as worshipful master. In addition, his activity in the 
general work of the order is manifested in that he is now serving as president 
of the Masonic Building Association, which has control of the Masonic temple 
in Shepherd and various other interests connected therewith. He  is also a 
member of the Order of the Eastern Star, in which he served seren years as 
worthy patron, and he likewise belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America, 
in which he now holds the title of past consul. In the year 1897 Mr. Struble 
was happily married to Coral C. Hibbard, the accomplished daughter of F. E. 
and Louisa Hibbard, of Isabella county, the union being without issue. At 
the time of her marriage and for some time prior thereto. Mrs. Struble was a 
teacher in the public schools of Shepherd. Later her husband appointed her 
assistant postmaster, a position which she has since filled with credit and satis- 
faction, being prompt and courteous in attending to the duties of the office 
and popular in her relations with the public. 

CHARLES H. LEIGHTON. 

In nearly every community are individuals who by innate ability and 
sheer force of character rise above their fellows and win for themselves con- 
spicuous places in public esteem. While Charles H.  Leighton, a progressive 
farmer of Rolland township, Isabella county, does not court such a distinction, 
yet it is evident that he has won a larger amount of success than the average 
farmer and that this has been done by his own unaided efforts, sicce it has 
never been his nature to depend upon anyone. During the long period of his 
residence in this vicinity his iiie has been cioseiy interwoven with its material 
g r o ~ t h  and deveiopment, whiie his career as a man oi affairs has been synon- 
ymous with all that is upright and honorable in citizenship. 

Mr. Leighton is the scion of a sterling old New York family, of which 
state he himself is native, his birth having occurred at Sodus, Wayne county. 
on August 30, 1843, on a small farm, on which he worked when he became 
of proper age, attending the district schools during the winter months. In 
March, 1853, when ten years of age, he came t o  Kalaniazoo county, RiIichigan, 
where the father purchased eighty acres of heavily timbered land in Wakeshma 
township, which he cleared with the help of his sons. Here Charles H. did 
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his first real hard work, and here he received some additional schooling. He 
remained in that county twenty years and purchased a small farm of twenty- 
five acres. which he later scld and came to Isabella county in the spring of 
1872, believing that here were the better prospects. He settled on his present 
excellent farm of sixty acres in section 8, Rolland township. In typical 
pioneer fashion he made a little clearing in the dense woods and started the 
nucleus of a home and farm. and, being a hard worker and good manager. he 
has succeeded in establishing a very- comfortable home and developing one 
of the best farms in the township, now having but five acres of timber land, 
having cleared and improved his place himself. He first lived in a small log 
house and obtained his provisions at Millbrook, two miles away. He did 
considerable work in the woods for lumber companies in order to get a start 
and. make a living. He had a team when he reached here, but he sold it and 
put the money in his place He later built a very substantial dwelling and 
a good barn and added such outbuildings and other improvements as his 
needs seem to require. 

Mr. Leighton was married in 1868, at Wakeshma, to Margaret Martin, 
who was born on April 22, 1843, in Canada. She is the daughter of Thomas 
and Margaret Martin, and three children have been born to this union: Her- 
bert, who is living at Bear Lake, Michigan, is school commissioner of Manistee 
county; Raymond owns a farm adjoining that of his father and he works 
both farms; Wilbur W:, who died March 12 ,  1889. 

Mr. Leighton has a good orchard of two acres, and he has carried on 
general farming. His place is well kept and yields abundant harvests. In 
the early days he had a great many hardships which are always incident to 
pioneer life, having started in with nothing. He is well known in the com- 
munity, and he takes an active interest in the Wesleyan Methodist church at 
Blanchard, in which he has held many offices. He was school inspector and 
township clerk for some titre, and he is the oldest justice of the peace in 
isabeiia county. He assisted in building J! the roads in this !e.ca!ity. When 
he came here rhe town of Bianchard mas a Xac'K52rrj- patch. 

The parents of Mrs. Leighton came to Michigan when she was six years 
of age, locating in Kent county, having made the journey from their old home 
with a four-horse team, the trip requiring three weeks. After visiting awhile 
they purchased one hundred and sixty acres, and there Mrs. Leighton grew 
to maturity. While visiting her uncle in Kalamazoo county, whose farm 
joined the Leighton place, she met the subject for the first time, and a year 
later they were married. She taught school in that neighborhood, also taught 
in district No. 2, Rolland township, Isabella county, for two years after her 
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marriage. Mr. Leighton also taught singing school here, and he sang at  
funerals and various gatheri~gs,  and in so doing made many friends, in fact, 
he and his wife have never lacked for plenty of friends since coming here, 
and they are popular and influential in the community. 

WILLIAM 0. HULLIKGER. 

Examples that impress force of character on all who study them are 
worthy of record. By a few general observations may be conveyed some idea 
of the high standing of William 0. Hullinger, publisher of the Central Michi- 
gall T i~nes  at Mt. Pleasant, as a business man and public benefactor and an 
editor of unusual felicity of expression and whose facile pen has deliglited 
thousands of readers. moulding public opinion and doing his full share in 
promoting the interests of Isabella county along general lines. 

Mr. Hullinger was born near Bradford, Ohio, August IS, 1875. and he 
came to Barry county, Michigan, with his parents when young. H e  lived 
with his parents on a fann during the early years of his life, but when he mas 
ten years old the family moved to Nashville, Michigan, because of the ad- 
vantage of schools that the town would afford the children. William 0. left 
school when fourteen years of age and began his apprenticeship in the ~Vash- 
uille News printing office. After two years of "deviling" and almost a year 
at setting type by the thousand ems, he returned to the high school at Nashville 
with sufficient money to complete the twelve grades, and he was graduated in 
1895 The following year he spent in the University of Michigan, taking a 
literary course. 

In  October, 1897, Mr. Hullinger established the Press, a weekly news- 
paper, at  Potterville, Michigan, which he successfully conducted for its owner 
for t-vo years. I n  1899 he bought the P C Y Y ~  (Michigan) Jcumd, and three 
years k te r  merged it ivith the 3 l ~ n . i ~ ~  Clippi. and ~ontiiliied t'lere until he 
came to Mt. Pleasant, enjoying a very satisfactory business. In  -4pri1, 1904, 
he came into possession o i  the Central Michigan Times of Mt. Pleasant. 
Three years later, in July, the business was organized into a corporation 
known as the Isabella Printing Company, and B. M. Gould became his busi- 
ness associate. A little over two years later Mr. Gould disposed of his inter- 
ests, and now Mr. Hullinger again has full management and control. When 
he took possession of this paper it was not regarded as a very important factor 
in the community, but by his judicious management and enterprise he has 
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increased its prestige until it is well known and is influential in this section of 
the state, and now has a circulation of nearly two thousand. Its mechanical 
appearance has been greatly improved, its editorials are strong and convincing, 
its columns teem with the best and brightest news of the day and its value as 
an advertising medium has been greatly augmented and is now widely recog- 
nized. The plant is well equipped with the latest mechanical devices known 
in the "art preservative." The value of the equipment has, in fact, more than 
doubled under the control of Mr. Hullinger, until now, with the building which 
he owns, it is a valuable piece of property. The  circulation is rapidly increas- 
ing. Here is to be fouhd the only linotype machine in the county, and his 
paper is the largest in the county in size. The  Times plant is seventy-two by 
thirty-three feet and extends on two lots. The  Times is a strong defender of 
Republican principles. Mr. Hullinger owns a very pleasant home in Mt. 
Pleasant. Although a loyal Republican, he has not taken an aggressive part 
in political matters since coming here. Fraternally he belongs to the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows at  Mt. Pleasant and was noble grand of this 
order while living at Perry. H e  also hlongs to the Knights of Pythias. 

JOHN Y. JOHNSTON. 

The subject of this sketch, a leading farmer and representative citizen of 
Isabella county, is a Canadian by birth and a son of Francis and Elizabeth 
Johnston, both natives of the province of Ontario, the former born on May 
I ,  1817. the latter on the nIst of September, 1830. Francis Johnston came 
to Isabella county, Michigan, in 1873 and purchased the farm in Isabella town- 
ship which the subject now owns.. the latter succeeding to the place on the 
death of his father in 1874. Mrs. Johnston. who is still living, resides at 
Rosebush: this county. where she is spending her declining years in the en- 
j c p e n t  of the quiet and con~fort to which her long and active life entitles her. 

John Y. Johnston was born in Peel county, Ontario, where he also spent 
his boyhood and obtained his education. He was reared as  a farmer and fol- 
lorved agricultural pursuits in his native country until 1875 when he came to 
Michigan and spent the summer of that year in Isabella county. Three years 
later he went to California where he remained three and a half years variously 
employed. working a part of the time on a farm and during certain seasons 
operating a header in the wheat fields of that state. Returning to Michigan 
at  the expiration of the period indicated, he took possession of the place in 

(42) 
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Isabella township referred to  above, and since then has added to  his real estate 
until he now owns a fine farm of one hundred twenty acres which he has 
brought to a high state of cultivation and on which are some of the most 
valuable improvements in the county. 

On January 2 9 ,  1883, Mr. Johnston was married in Ontario to Mary J. 
Steele and immediately thereafter brought his bride to the new home in 
Isabella county, which at  that time consisted of a small log house and about 
five acres in wheat and thirty acres of starting. Animated by a laudable am- 
bition to succeed, he addressed himself resolutely to  the work of clearing hls 
land and fitting i t  for tillage, his good wife the meanwhile assisting him wirh 
words of encouragement and cheer and presiding with true grace and dignity 
over the humble home in which they spent some of the happiest times of their 
lives. Without narrating in detail his labor and progress, suffice it to  state 
that since the time indicated, Mr. Johnston has converted his land into a 
splendid farm, which in point of cultivation and improvements ranks among 
the most desirable homesteads in the central part of the state. He has been 
unsparing of his means in adding to its beauty and value, erecting substantial 
buildings, including a commodious barn forty-four by sixty-four feet, and an 
imposing brick dwelling, containing ten rooms and supplied with every con- 
venience calculated to au,ment the comfort of the occupants and render 
rural life desirable. The former building was erected in 1 8 9 2 ,  the latter in 
I g o j ,  and recently the barn has been remodeled and greatly improved, water 
being supplied by wind power and various modern methods adopted to facili- 
tate and lighten labor. 

Mr. Johnston displays commendable public spirit in matters pertaining to 
the material progress of the community and the social and moral advancement 
of the populace, being at the present time chairman of the Law Enforcement 
League of his township and a leading n-orker in the cause of temperance. In 
the recent campaign to decide the question of local option, he was largely in- 
fluential in carrying the county ior that measure and since the eiection he has 
been untiring in his efforts to enforce the law and drive the drink evil from 
the land. For a period of twenty-five years he was an active and consistent 
member of the Methodist church, but is now identified with what is popularly 
called the Holiness movement, a religious society which insists upon a higher 
standard of religion than obtains in the older and more numerous bodies and 
greater consecration to the cause of the Master in daily life and conversatio~i. 

In  his former church canection he was a local preacher, besides holding 
various other offices, including those of steward, Sunday school superintendent 
and trustee, he being a leader of the congregation with which identified and a 
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zealous advocate of all reformatory and humanitarian projects, indeed any 
movement calculated to  benefit his fellow men and lead them to a higher life 
is sure to enlist his hearty sympathy and support. 

Mrs. ~ohnston,  whose birth occurred in Peel county. Ontario, October 
24, 1859.  is a lady of high character and sterling worth and a zealous and 
faithful Christian and her h-sband's able helper in all of his efforts to advance 
his own interests and those of his neighbors and fellow citizens. Her father, 
George Steele. 11-as born Ap:-il 7. 1827, in England and is now living in Peel 
county, where he has made his home for a number of years. The mother, 
whose maiden name was Mary Ann Armstrong, was born in Canada, her 
birth occurring on September 5 .  1832.  She married Mr. Steele in Ontario 
and departed this life a t  her home in Peel county on the 12th day of Septem- 
ber, 1903. Mr. and Mrs. ohns ton  are the parents of five children, whose 
names are as follows : George F., born October 9, 1883. is unmarried and lives 
at  home; Elizabeth, born August 18, 1885 ,  is the wife of Clyde Craig and 
lives in-Montreal, Canada; Mary J., whose birth occurred on April 2 4 ,  1889, 
is single and a member of the home circle; Ruth. n-ho is also with her parents, 
\&-as born August 10, 1894, and Faith M., the youngest of the number, first 
saw light of'day on July 3, 1902. 

HARRY E. WALTON. 

This enterprising farmer belongs to the younger generation of Isabella 
county's substantial citizens and is eminently worthy of notice among the 
representative men of the tocnship honored by his residence. H e  belongs to 
an old and highly esteemed Michigan family, the record of nhich in this 
state dates from the birth of the grandfather, John B. Walton. which occurred 
in rhe ronn of Sterling, XcCoiiib county, Nc:rember 30, 1833 This anceqtor 
gre\t to manhood near his nari\ r place and later, in :he fa!! of ~8;s. czme to 
Isabella county and took up land under the graduation act, selecting the south- 
east quarter of section 4, Coe township. which he a t  once proceeded to inl- 
prove and on which he lived until his death, in 1879.  Subsequently he mar- 
ried Artemissia Blount, who was born in Oakland county, Michigan. Decem- 
ber 31, 1834. and by her he had children as  fdlows: Mina, wife of Myles 
Abbott. lives in Coe township; Fred married Lily Vining, and is also a resident 
of  Coe township; Perry married Martha L. Harry and is the father of the 
subject of this sketch; Charles married Teressa McGrath and lives on the 



660 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

family homestead, which he now owns; Frank is not married and makes his 
home with his brother Charles; Willard, whose wife was formerly Mabel 
Hamilton, is proprietor of a bakery in Gladwin, this state, he being the young- 
est of the family. 

John B. Walton enlisted February 17, 1864, in Company E, Eighth 
Michigan Infantry, and served until the close of the Civil war, taking part in 
the Virginia campaigns and participating in a number of noted battles, in one 
of which, the bloody struggle in the Wi!derness, he received, on June 18th 
of the above year, a severe wound in the hand. After the surrender of the 
Confederate forces under General Lee he was honorably discharged and, re- 
turning home immediately thereafter, resumed agricultural pursuits, which he 
continued with encouraging results until his death. on June IS, 1879. Mrs. 
Walton, who survived her. husband. is still living on the home place in Coe 
township, having reached the age of seventy-six years, and still retaining 
possession of her mental and physical powers. 

Perry Walton. the third in order of birth of the above children, was born 
juiy 26, 1866, and spent his !ife as a tiller of the soil. After living in Coe 
township until 1890, he moved t o  Clare county, this state, where he remained 
two years, and then changed his residence to the county of Miscaukee, where 
he purchased a farm of forty acres on which he spent the remainder of his 
days, departing this life on October I. 1892. 

Martha L. Harry. who became the wife of Perry Walton, was born June 
29, 1868, and for the past eight years has made her home in Alberta, Canada. 
The children of this estimable couple. tn-o in mmber, are Harry E.. whose 
name introduces this sketch, and hlta. whose birth occurred August 24, 1886, 
and who now lives ivith her mother in Canada, having in the meantime become 
the wife of Joseph Poniter. 

Harry E. \tralton was born June 12, 1885, .in Coe township, Isabella 
county, and grew up amid the bracing airs and under the wholesome influence 
of rural life, becoming inured to  farm labor at  an eariy age and obtaining a 
practical education in the public schools. At the age of sixteen he discon- 
tinued farm labor to accept a clerkship in a hardware store, and after filling 
the position seven years and demonstrating commendable business capacity, 
became a partner of H. M. Wetzel in the hardware trade, the firm thus con- 
stituted purchasing the stock of the Shepherd Hardware Company, which 
establishment is now under the management of the firm of Wetzel & Walton. 
The above firm carries a large and well selected stock of general hardware and 
by close attention to the demands of the trade and judicious management has 
built up quite an extensive patronage. which from the beginning has grown 
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steadily in magnitude and importance, their store at  this time being among 
the most successful business houses of the kind in the county. As indicated 
in a preceding paragraph, Mr. Walton has made commendable progress as a 
business man, his career presenting a series of advancements such as few 
achieve, and he now occupies a conspicuous place among the representative 
merchants of this part of the state, his past success bespeaking a bright and 
promising future. In his relations with his fellow men, business or  otherwise, 
he has been actuated by motives of honor and integrity, and in the community 
which has been his lifelong home his name represents the highest standard of 
manhood and citizenship. Fraternally he belongs to Salt River Lodge No. 
2 8 8 ,  Free and Accepted Masons, and he also holds membership with Camp 
No. 8178, Modern Woodmen of America, in both of which societies he has 
held positions of honor and trust and been an active and influential worker. 

Mr. Walton is a married man, but has no children, his wife havia8 for- 
merly been Florabell Shepherd. daughter of H. D. and Mary Shepherd, the 
father living, the mother dying December 12, 1905. Mrs. Walton, whose 
birth occurred at Ashley, Michigan, December 25, 1 8 8 7 ,  is a lady of intelli- 
gence and beautiful character, a fit companion for the enterprising man whose 
name she bears and over whose home she presides with grace and dignity be- 
coming one who makes her husband's interests her own. and spares no reason- 
able effort to make their married life mutually agreeable and happy and to 
the largest degree useful. They move in the best social circles of the corn- 
munity and their popularity is only bounded by the limits of their acquaint- 
ance. 

HENRY WILD. 

The gentleman whose career is here made public is an American by 
naruraiizaiion, being a iiative ~f Switzer!arzd, where his birth occurred in 
the month of April, iSjg, and IT-here he spezt t k  !??st twer?ty-me years o f  
his life. In his youth he learned the trade of dyeing and coloring clothing, 
which he followed in his native land until attaining his majority when he de- 
cided to  seek his fortune in the great republic across the sea of which he had 
read so much and heard so many favorable reports. Accordingly, in 1880 
be bade farewell to the romantic scenes of his childhood and youth and in due 
time landed in America and made his way direct to Saginaw, Michigan, where 
he spent the ensuing eight years variously employed. In the spring of 1888 
he left that part of the state and settled on a rract of  land in Vernon town- 
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ship, Isabella county, which he obtained by trade and which at the time re- 
ferred to was as nature had made it. With his characteristic industry and 
energy Mr. Wild at  once proceeded with the work of clearing his land aid 
getting it in condition for ccltivation, a task of no small magnitude, consider- 
ing the dense woods with which it was covered, and the difficulty of remov- 
ing the roots and stumps after the timber had been cut. By continuous and 
well directed toil, however, he finally succeeded in reducing the greater part 
to tillage, besides making a number of substantial improvements in the way 
of buildings, fences, etc., and planting certain pastures with fruit trees. 

In 1897 Mr. Wild suffered quite a heavy loss in the destruction of his 
dwelling house by fire, but he at once rebuilt upon a more extensive scale. 
the residence which the family now occupy being decidedly superior to its pred- 
ecesor. His barn and outb~iildings are substantial and in excellent repair and 
in his farm work he has aimed to keep pace with the times, using improved 
machinery and implements and cultivating the soil according to the latest 
modern methods. He has been very successful in all of his undertakings and 
is now in independent circumstances, his fine farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres yielding him not only a liberal livelihood, but an ample surplus each year 
to lay up against any emergency that may arise, also to insure an easy and 
comfortable old age. Mr. Wild is a public spirited man and since becoming a 
citizen of Isabella county has been quite active in publk and political affairs. 
having served three successive years as supervisor of Vernon township and 
two years as treasurer of the same. In both offices he demonstrated business 
abi!ity of a high order and a faithful regard for the interests of the public. 
He is a stanch Republican ir. politics and an influential worker for the success 
of his party, being one of its leaders in Vernon township. where his opinions 
and counsel always command respect. Fraternally, he belongs to the Grange. 
in the deliberations o i  which he has ever taken an active part, and he also holds 
membership with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of 
the hfaccabees. having from time to time been honored with important official 
positions. 

Mr. Wild married in his native country Emma Kundig. whose early life 
was spent near his own birthplace, and who has proven a faithful companion 
and helpmeet in his labors and struggles and is now able to rejoice with him 
in the fortune that has crowned their mutual efforts. They have four living 
children, one dying in infancy, the names of the survivors being Herman, 
Frank, William and Harry. Although of foreign birth, Mr. Wild is as truly 
American as if born on American soil, and as a citizen he is highminded, in- 
telligent. a great admirer of the institutions of his adopted country and ready 
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to  defend them with his life's blood should the necessity arise. H e  is highly 
esteemed by a large circle of friends and the confidence reposed in him by 
his neighbors has never been misplaced. 

EUGENE H. ALLYN 

The subject of this review is widely and favorably known and for a num- 
ber of years has been one of the enterprising, public spirited men of the town- 
ship honored by his citizenship. Eugene .H. Allyn, who is a native of Ger- 
many, first saw the light of day in the year 1859 and when six months old was 
brought to  America by his mother, his father dying six months previousto his 
birth. Owing to the peculiar circumstances surrounding his mother after 
reaching this country, she found it well nigh impossible to rear her child; 
accordingly, he was adopted by a Mr. Allyn, who with his good wife looked 
after the lad's interests as if he were of their own blood and spared no efforts 
to have him grow up an honor to  himself and them and a blessing to the world. 
His own mother lived for a number of years after coming to  the United 
States, dying at Sandusky. Ohio, in 1907- 

In 1867 Mr. Allyn's foster father moved from Ohio to northern Michi- 
gan, where he Iived until 1876, when he transferred his residence to Ohio, since 
which time he has made that state his home. Young Allyn attended the public 
schools as  opportunities afforded, the mear,tinie devoting the summer months 
to labor on the farm. H e  grew up a strong, well developed young man. with 
proper conceptions of the duties and responsibilities of life, and on arriving 
at an age to plan for  the future he came to  Winn. Fremont township, Isabella 
county, and went into the mercantile business, xhich he followed for ten 
years, but finding the confinement undermining his health he bought a farm 
and sold his store, the outdcor work greatly bbee5ti~g him. H e  owns valu- 
able real estate in Isabelia counry and is o i h e r ~ ~ k  n-c!! to  do, the farm of one 
hundred acres on which he lives being among the best improved and most 
desirable in Winn township and leaving little to be desired in the way of 
modern conveniences and comforts.. 

Mr. Allyn is a gentleman of progressive icteas and fine taste and during 
his active years not only cultivated the soil with success and profit. but was 
unsparing of his means in iinpro\-ing and beautifying his home. The com- 
modious dwelling which his family now occupy is furnished with the various 
conveniences calculated to render rural life happy and desirable. being heated 
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by the hot water system and equipped with other modern improrenlents, the 
barns, outbuildings, fences, etc., being first class and in excellent condition, 
the farm and everything pertaining thereto being up to date and bearing evi- 
dence of the intelligence. enterprise and public spirit of the proprietor. As 
a tiller of the soil he stands in the front rank of Isabella county's progressike 
agriculturists and as a citizcn is energetic and wide amake, keeping in touch 
with the trend of current events and abreast of the times on all matters of 
public interest. In politics he is a Democrat, but not an office setker, although 
for twenty consecutwe term; he served as clerk of his township and discharged 
the duties of the position in an able and eminently praiseworthy manner. H e  
is an enthusiastic member of the Masonic brotherhood, belongmg to Cedar 
Valley Lodge No. 383, in addition to which he encourages all benevolent and 
humanitarian projects, being a h a y s  ready to assist northy enterprises and 
never turning a deaf ear to the cry of suffering or distress. 

Mr. Allyn, in 1881, entered the marriage relation with Julia Allyn, who 
was born in the year 1860, being a daughter of Phineas and Celia (Butler) 
Allyn, natives of Connecticut, where their births occurred in 1829 and 1831. 
respectively. Phineas Allyn came to Michigan about the year 1879 2nd is 
now living in the city of Mt. Pleasant, his wife having died in 1870. One 
child has blessed the marriage of Eugene H. and Julia Allyn, a daughter, 
Nellie, who was born February 25.  1896. and who is now pursuing her studies 
in the public schools. 

WILLIAM BADGLEY 

Among the men of influence in Isabella county, who have the interest of 
their locality at  heart and who have led consistent lives, thereby gaining definite 
success along their chosen lines, is William Badgley, a successful farmer of 
Wise township, having there a valuable and highly productive landed estate. 
which he manages with the care and discretion that stamps him as a twentieth- 
century agriculturist of the kighest order. 

Mr. Badgley was born October 29, 1845, in Hastings county, Ontario, 
Canada, the son of William and Abigail (Garrison) Badgley, both natives of 
that place, and there he passed his boyhood and attended school a short time. 
H e  remained .on the farm, which he worked until he was thirty-two years of 
ape. H e  was married to Elizabeth Presley of his own community in Ontario, 
mrn in I& At the age mentioned above Mr. Badgley came to Sagina~v, 
Michigan, where he remained three months, then came to  Clare City, Clare 
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county, and lived two years, working on the section of a railroad, also in the 
woods. H e  then moved to section 8, Wise township, and bought sixty acres 
of timbered land, through which and around which there were no roads,-in 
fact, Mr. Badgley was one of the first settlers in that township, coming here 
when the great forests were inhabited by Indians and wild beasts, but he set 
to work with a will and in due course of time had a comfortable home and well 
cultivated farm. In  1910 he purchased an additional forty acres, making his 
farm now one hundred acres, which ranks with the best and most attractive 
in the township. H e  has, as intimated, a neat and well arranged dwelling 
which he remodeled in 1888 and in 1910 he erected a good barn. thirty-six 
by eighty-two feet. His place is well fenced with wire and is n-ell drained. 
H e  has eighty-five acres under a high state of cultivation and is carrying on 
general farming in a manner that brings abundant success. H e  is also very 
successful as a stock raiser, paying special attention to full blood shorthorn 
cattle and he has other good stock. This year he has ten acres in beets, seven 
acres in beans, besides wheat, oats and barley, and has one acre of fine fruit. 
H e  uses the latest models in fanning machinery. H e  is a stockholder and a 
member of the Farmers Mutual Insurance Society of Mt. Pleasant. 

Mr. Badgley is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and he 
is a trustee of the same, having held this office for the past two years. His 
family also belongs to this church and all are very faithful in their attendance 
on the same. Mr. Badgley has also been a steward of this church for several 
years. Politically, he is a Rcpublican, but has never sought public office. 

The  following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Badgley : Frank, 
who married a Miss Goodnough, lives in Flint, Michigan, where he is em- 
ployed as bookkeeper; Anna, who married a Mr. Vandelindy, lives in Pembine, 
Wiscomin; Thomas A., who married a Miss Smith, lives with his father on 
the home farm; John Leroy is married and is engaged in railroad work in 
North Dakota. 

No family in Isabella county is respected more higlily than the Sadgkys 
and they are influential in their community. 

DANIEL BUCKLEY. 

The interesting career of the subject of this sketch entitles him to worthy 
notice among the representative men of his township and county and it is with 
no little satisfaction that the following review of the leading facts of his life 
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is herewith presented. Daniel Buckley was born March 2 1 ,  1 8 4 5 ,  in Norfolk 
county, Ontario, and at the early age of eight years death deprived him of a 
mother's loving care and guidance. Shortly after this sad event he was 
bound out to learn the tailor's trade, but not being pleased with the prospect of 
so long a period of service, and with little or no love for his master, he soon 
decided to  cut loose from his environment and make his own way in the 
world; accordingly, when a favorable opportunity presented itself he stole 
away and in due time arrived in Detroit, where he hired to a party of men to 
help take a drove of horses to St. Louis, Missouri. On  receiving his pay the 
lad went from the latter city to Nashville, Tennessee, where he entered the 
employ of the government as  teamster, but at  the expiration of three months 
resi-med the position, and returning to his native province, spent the follow- 
ing year at  home. Becoming weary of inactivity and longing for the wild 
free life of which he obtained but a slight experience, young Buckley. in 
1 8 6 5 ,  again severed home ties and going to  Detroit, enlisted in Company A, 
Nineteenth United States Icfantry of the regular army, subsequently being 
transferred to Company A, Thirty-seventh Regiment, and still later to Corn- 
pany K, Third Infantry, as corporal. 

Mr. Buckley served six years in the regular army, durizg which he footed 
it across the plains, took part in a number of raids against the hostile redskins, 
did garrison duty at not a few frontier outposts and passed through many 
other experiences in the West and other parts of the country ere the ter- 
mination of his period of enlistment. While in the West he was detailed for 
duty, carrying United States mail dispatches, driving stage coach, etc., be- 
tween Fort Wingate. Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Trinidad and other forts. O n  
the trip across the plains "Wild Bill" was scout and a part of the command 
was the famous Seventh Cavalry commanded by General Custer, this being 
the latter's first trip across the plains. His time having expired, he returned 
to C ~ t a r i c ,  but after spending about a year there, decided to seek his fortulle 
in Michigan, accordingly, in 1872, he came to Isabella county and for some 
time thereafter assisted his brother, who was c0nducting.a store .at Isabella 
city. He also worked for some months in various lumber camps and later 
purchased the forty acres of landjn.secti_qn_ 36, Isabella township, on \\-hich 
he has since lived and prospered. Mr. Buckley has not only cleared and re- 
duced to cultivation the farm on which he now resides, but has carried to com- 
pletion several improvements, erecting a fine barn, thirty-six by sevenq- feet 
in dimensions, in 1899, a commodious modem dwelling in 1 9 1 ,  besides lay- 
ing a great deal of drain tile, enclosing the greater part of the place ~vith im- 
proved. wire fence and purchasing an additional forty acres near by. He has 
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met with gratifying success as a tiller of the soil, and is now in comfortable 
circumstances with a sufficiency of this world's goods in his possession to as- 
sure a future free from care. 

Mr. Buckley has been twice married, the first time to Maria Annis, who 
bore him four children, and departed this life in the year 1905, the names of 
the children being as follows: Harry, a railway engineer with headquarters 
at Proctor, Minnesota; Ray, who is also engaged in the railway service at 
that place; Thomas, who lives at Indiana Harbor, Indiana. and Kate, \tho 
makes her home in the state of Minnesota. By his second wife, who previous 
to her marriage was Ann McClaine, Mr. Buckley has one child, Herman R. 

AARON S. BEACH. 

Though uneventful, the life of the subject of this review has been 
eminently honorable and to him and such as he the body politic is indebted 
for much of its moral bone and sinew and the community for the respect for 
law and order which insure happy homes and a contented people. Aaron 
S. Beach, a native of Oneida county, Xew York, was born in the year 1847 
and spent his early life near the place where he first saw the light of day. 
He was reared amid rural scenes. early became familiar with the duties of 
the farm and in the public schools of his neigl~borhood received a fair ednca- 
tion. He remained on the home place in his native county until his father's 
death, which occurred in 1S62, and later, when nineteen years old, accompanied 
his widowed mother to Connecticut. where he remained one summer. 

Going to Ulster county, New York, at the expiration of the time indi- 
cated, Mr. Beach devoted the ensuing two years to farm labor. and then came 
to Clinton county: Michigan, where he spent the foliowing sixteen years. work- 
ing by the month for different parties, although owning a farm of his own 
from which he received a fair reztz!. Disposing of his farm in the above 
county in 1885, he came to Labe:!; cor;ii:y 2nd ier twc years thereafter worked 
principally by the day. his main object in coming to this part of the state. 
however, being the desire to benefit his health. n-hich at the time referred to 
was in a precarious condition. In 1887 he purchased eighty acres of land in 
section 3, Nottawa township, all in the woods and presenting any but an allur- 
ing prospect for a heme. but under his eEective~labors, the forest growth grad- 
ually disappeared and in due time he had a goodly part of his farm cleared 
and in cultivation. 
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During the past twenty-three years Mr. Beach has succeeded well as a 
farmer, the greater part of his land being in an excellent state of tillage, with 
good improvements, including a commodious barn erected a number of years 
ago, but remodeled in 1908. a comfortable and substantial residence equipped 
with the usual conveniences, up-to-date outbuildings, the place being enclosed 
and subdivided with first-class wire fencing, and the productiveness of the soil 
enhanced by a judicious system of drainage, four hundred rods of which is 
by means of tiling. 

All in all. his success kas been very gratifying and he is today in corn- 
fortable circumstances with a sufficient competency in his possession to render 
his future free from care. H e  has always been a hard worker and having no 
one but himself to provide for, being free from the duties and responsibilities 
of mat?-imony, he gets all the enjoyment out of life there is in it, assists his 
neighbors and friends in their efforts to promote the general welfare and uses 
his influence for the right as he sees it and understands it. H e  is a gentleman 
of pleasing address, and those who know him best speak in high terms of his 
many estimable qualities cf mind and heart and of his sterling worth as a 
neighbor and citizen. 

NATHANIEL WHITNEY.  

Conspicuous among the leading farmers and representative citizens of 
Isabella township is Nathaniel Whitney, who was born in Northumberland 

.county. Ontario, on November 22. 1859. H e  was reared to farm labor in his 
native province, received a good common school education and at  the age of 
twenty left home and came to Evart, Osceola county, Michigan, where he 
spent one year, devoting the spring and summer months t o  farm work and 
the winter season to labor in the woods. At the expiration of the period indi- 
cated he came to Isabella county and, being pleased with the appearance of 
the country. purchased forty acres of land in section 2 1 .  Isabell~ town.ship. 
after which for several winters he worked in various lumber camps, while 
devoting the other months to clearing his land, fitting it for cultivation. 

Without narrating in detail Mr. Whitney's efforts in making a farm and 
establishing a home in the forest of Isabella township, suffice it to state that, 
by well directed industry and good judgment, he finally succeeded in clearing 
the greater part of his original purchase and erecting substantial improve- 
ments thereon, besides adding to his realty at intervals until he now owns two 
hundred and forty acres of as fine land as the county can boast, one hundred 
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and fifty acres being in cultivation, all but fifty acres of the latter representing 
the labor of his own hands. In  1908 he built an imposing modern dwelling, 
the upright thirty by sixteetl feet, the wing twenty-two by sixteen feet, the 
edifice being complete in all cf  its parts, fully equipped with conveniences and 
well calculated to make life within its walls comfortable and desirable. After 
remodeling the barn and converting it into a first-class structure, he erected 
two other similar buildings, seventy by thirty-six feet and thirty by forty 
feet, respectively, besides enclosing his place with fine wire fences. and greatly 
enhancing the productiveness of the soil by a successful system of 'rainage. 

As a farmer Mr. Whitney ranks among the most enterprising of his 
neighbors similarly engaged and since becoming a resident of Isabella county 
his success has been continuous, being at  this time the possessor of sufficient 
means to make him independent and to provide amply for his children when 
they see fit to sever home ties and begin life for themselves. A Democrat in 
politics and having implicit faith in the principles of his party, he is not a 
partisan, and has never sought nor desired office, being content with the quiet 
and successful life of a tiller of the soil and satisfied with the simple title of 
citizen. In religion he is a Roman Catholic, holding membership with the 
church in Mt. Pleasant and contributing liberally to its material support, also 
to the various benevolences and other lines of good I\-ork under the auspices 
of the parish. 

The  domestic life of Mr. Whitney dates from May, 1889, a t  which time 
was solemnized his marriage with Laura Fortin, who was born in Korthunl- 
berland, Ontario, November 19, 1872, being a daughter of Joseph and 
Bridget (O'Donnell) Fortin, both living in Isabella township at  the present 
time. Mr. and Mrs. Whitney are the parents of the follo\r-ing children, Joseph, 
William, Helena, Eugene, Loretta. Ed\\-in. Marie and Beatrice, all living and 
commanding the esteem and confidence of their friends and associates. 

The gentleman whose career is briefly sketched in the following lines 
has achieved success such as falls to the lot of few, and as a farmer, stock 
raiser and citizen he occupies a prominent place in the community and com- 
mands in a marked degree the esteem and confidence of his fellow men. Wil- 
liam J. Graham is a native of Canada, born in Peel county, Ontario, in July, 
1853. At the tender age of one and a half years death deprived him of a 
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father's care and guidance and from that time until reaching the years of 
maturity he spent the greater part of the time with his brothers and mother 
on the Canadian homestead, the meanwhile obtaining a practical education in 
the public schools and becoming familiar with the rugged duties of rural life. 
In the winter of 1874-5, when twenty years of age, he came to Isabella county, 
Michigan, and purchased one hundred and twenty acres of wild land in sec- 
tion 10, Isabella township, and during the next few years applied himself to 
the clearing and developing of the same, making a number of substantial im- 
provements in the meantime and meeting with gratifying success as a tiller of 
the soil. Since taking possession of his land he has reduced one hundred and 
eight acres to cultivation and added good buildings, including a commodious 
and comfortable modern dwelling erected in 1884, a large barn, forty-four by 
sixty feet, with basement, the fo l lo~ing  year, besides five hundred and fifty 
rods of xire fencing, which, with other improvements, have greatly aug- 
mented the value of the farm, which is now conceded to be one of the best in 
the township. 

Mr. Graham is a progressive farmer, being familiar with the nature of 
soils and their adaptability to  the different crops g r w n  in this latitude and 
by judicious rotation and careful tillage he never fails to realize ample re- 
turns from his time and labor. In connection with general agriculture he pays 
considerable attention to live stock of the finer breeds, his horses being high 
grade and among the best in his section of the country and his cattle. of 
which he keeps quite a number, including from eight to ten fine milch cows, 
having long been noted for their many points of superiority and excellence. 
By his industry, energy and thrift, backed by sound judgment and rare iore- 
sight, he has so managed his interests as to acquire a handsome competency 
and he is today among the most successful farmers of the county nith a 
sufficiency of this world's goods in his possession to make him independent. 

Mr. Graham was marr;ed October 26, 1882, to Minnie McNeill. who 
was born in Middlesex county, Ontario, February 7, 1862, being a daughter 
of John McNeill and Jannet Cameron. both natives of that province. These 
parents were born in the year 1820 and 1825, respectively, married in Ontario 
and spent their lives principally in Middlesex county, where they also 
passed to their final reward. The father died in London in 1892, the mother 
came to this country two )ears before she died, in March, 1910. In her 
youth Mrs. Graham attended the public schools of her native county and later 
pursued her studies in London, Canada, and was afterward graduated from 
the high school of Strathroy. Ontario. In 1880 she taught the school in 
district No. 3, Isabella towrship, and the following year had sole charge o i  
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the Nippesing Indian schools on the reservation in this county, in which work 
she was associated four years with Mrs. J. R. Robinson and Miss Snyder, 
who taught at the other two Indian schools on this reservation. During her five 
years' experience in the schools of Isabella county, before and after her 
marriage, Mrs. Graham achieved marked distinction for the thoroughnesss 
of her work and the reputation she enjoyed as one of the most successf~d 
teachers the county has ever known was fairly and honorably won. She is a 
lady of fine mind and varied culture and her beautiful life and character have 
made her popular among her many friends and associates. She belongs mith 
her husband to the order of Gleaners and is also a member of the Pomona 
Society of the Grange, which she and Mr. Graham helped to organize and to 
the success of bbhich they hzve largely contributed. Mr. Graham is a Derno- 
crat in politics and an influential worker in his party. He served four years 
as township clerk, two years as township treasurer and proved a very capable 
and popular official. He enjoys the confidence of his fellow citizens, irrespec- 
tive of political affiliation, is a public-spirited man in the most liberal meaning 
of the term and in every relation of life his conduct has been such as to com- 
mend him to the favorable consideration of his fellow men. Mr. and Mrs. 
Graham have six children, the oldest being Linna, who was born April 9, 
1885, and is now the wife of John W. Kramer, of Isabella tow-nship. Laura, 
born December 19, 1887, was graduated from the Central Normal Institute 
at Mt. Pleasant. after which she taught three years in Michigan and in 1 9 9  
went to the state of Washington, where she is now engaged in educational 
nork. M. Kenneth was born November 24, 1889, and lives with his parents. 
After completing the common school course he entered a business college at 
Lansing. from which he was graduated in due t ine with an honorable record. 
Jeannette, born June 10, 1891, is still at home, as are also Martha L., who 
was born December aq, 1892, and H. Kendall, whose birth occurred on the 
7th of August, 1902. 

GEORGE 6. STICKLE. 

George B. Stickle, farmer and fruit grower, as well as one of the enter- 
prising men of the township honored by his citizenship, is a native of Ontario, 
Canada, and a son of A. IT. and Elizabeth Stickle. The former, born in 1816, 
died in 1893: the larter, whose birth occurred in 1817, departed this life in 
the year 1906. George B. Stickle was born December 6, 1839, in Hastings 
county. Ontario, attended the schools of Sydney township in his youth and 
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grew to maturity familiar with the duties of farm life. H e  was reared to  
habits of industry, grew up with a proper appreciation of what the world 
expected of a young man and; like a dutiful son, remained at  home assisting 
his father on the farm until old enough to make plans for his future course 
of action. Having decided to devote his life to agriculture, he engaged in 
the same on attaining his majority and continued in his chosen calling in his 
native country until his remcval, in 1878, to the state of Michigan. 

In the meantime Mr. Stickle took to  himself a wife and helpmeet in the 
person of Elizabeth Munn, to whom he was united in the bonds of wedlock in 
1841 and with whom he traveled life's highway until her death, in the year 
1872. Later he married his second wife, whose maiden name was 'Sara 
Thorne and whose birth occurred on February 19, 1843. On coming to this 
state, Mr. Stickle located near the city of Flint, where he farmed during the 
ensuing three years, and then moved to Isabella county and took charge of a 
farm in Chippewa township, on which he lived for a period of two years, a t  
the expiration of which time he purchased forty acres of land in section 7 ,  
Isabella township, on which no improvements of any kind had been made, 
the land being thickly wooded and presenting any but an alluring prospect 
for a home. With his characteristic ener,gy and industry, Mr. Stickle ad- 
dressed himself to the task of clearing and improving his land and in the 
course of a few years had the largest part in cultivation and substantial build- 
ings erected. H e  continued his labors as the time passed until he now has 
one of the most desii-abie little farms in Isabella township, with improve- 
ments comparing with the best in the locality, his d,welling, a fine brick edifice, 
erected in 1904, being modern and a model of architecture and convenience. 
and his barn a commodious structure in size forty by sixty-eight feet, con- 
trasting favorably with any other building of the kind in the township. His 
other improvements, which include a wind mill, three hundred fifty rods of 
wire fence and five thousand tile. have added very materially to the va!ue of 
the farm. - . .. 

Recer.t!y Mr. Stickle has been giviiig considerable attention to fruit 
growi~g, for vihich his lands seems pecuiiarly adapted, and he now has a 
half acre of trees that yield abundantly every year and another orchard of one 
and a half acres, from which he wili soon be gathering fruit from which he 
will doubtless derive handsome profits. 

In his political views Mr. Stickle is a Republican with Prohibition ten- 
dencies and of late years he has taken an active part in opposing the liquor 
traffic, which he considers the crying evil of  the times and an ulcer on the 
body politic to  be gotten rid of only by drastic legislation. In matters relig- 
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ious he is a Methodist and for three years he served as trustee of Center 
church in Isabella township, also he!ped build the present house of worship. 
He has always been interested in the progress of agriculture and to this end 
united with the Grange some years ago and is now a zealous and influential 
worker in that excellent organization. He held the position of school treas- 
urer fifteen years, aside from which he never sought official preferment nor 
aspired to public recognition. 

Mr. Stickle's first marriage was blessed with two children. namely: Ar- 
thur, who was born November 4, 1863, in Canada, and who married Anna 
Doolittle, of that country, and at the present time lives in the city of Toronto ; 
Olive, born June 28, 1872, is the wife of J. K. Johnson and lives at  Rosebush, 
this county. His present wife has presented him with one child, a daughter by 
the name of Frankie, whose birth occurred on February 4, 1877, and who is 
now the wife of Frank Johnson, of Isabella township. 

JOHN WALTON. 

The gentleman whose Eame introduces this sketch is one of the leading 
farmers of Isabella township, while his fame as a breeder and raiser of fine 
stock is not only state wide, but extends to every part of the L'nion. As a 
man and citizen he is also well known and since becoming a resident of the 
count) in which he now lives he has been actively identified with its apricul- 
tural interests and foremost in promoting means and measures for the social 
and morai advancement of the community. 

John Walton was born November 2, 1852. in North Middlesex county, 
Ontario, and is a son of Riicholas and Sarah (Hughes) Walton, the former 
born April 22, 1826. in Eng!and. the latter in Wales in the year 1830. The 
mother departed this life in Isabella county. Michigan, in 1889, being survived 
by the father, who is now h i i i g  iii Iszbella township. 

John \\-aiton spent his buji1oo;l in his native Coi i i i t> - ,  a::ended the pnb!ic 
schools of the same and grew to maturity amid the active duties and whole- 
some discipline of the farm. While still young, he began paying attention to 
live stock, his father having been a successful raiser of the same, and on 
attaining his majority he decided to make stock raising his vocation. In 
1874, when tu-enty-two years old, he married Jamesena Craig, of Ontario 
and two years later, 1876, came to Isabella township and bought one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land in section 8, all in the u-oods except one acre 

(43) 1 
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which had been practically cleared. Going in debt for the greater part of his 
land and obliged to pay the exorbitant rate of twelve per cent. for money, he 
sold eighty acres, but later repurchased it and, in order to  free himself from 
debt, subsequently reduced his farm to  its present area of sixty acres, which is 
well named "Phoenix Stock Farm." 

Mr. Walton has been an energetic worker, a successful farmer and in 
the matter of improvements has kept pace mith the most enterprising and 
progressive of his fellow agriculturists of the township in which he lives. H e  
has greatiy advanced the productiveness of his land by tile drainage, of which 
he now has over three hundred rods, also four hundred and eighty rods of 
woven wire fence, while his buildings, including a comfortable modern dwell- 
ing and a large barn, forty by fifty-three feet in size, and a barn twenty-four 
by- thirty feet (the above barns being built on stone and cement walls eight 
feet high mith stabling underneath), together with the usual outbuildings, 
are up to date and compare favorably with the best in his neighborhood. 

Impressed with the idea that stock farmmg would prove more satisfactory 
and remunerative than the mere cultivation of the soil, Mr. Walton early 
turned his attention to sheep and ever since becoming a citizen of Isabella 
county he has made a specialty of the Shropshire and Leicester sheep, in the 
raising of which he has achieved almost national repute. H e  has exhibited 
his animals at  a number of state fairs and stock shows throughout the coun- 
try and has taken more prizes for high grade Leicester sheep than any other 
man in the United States, a fact of which he feels deservedly proud. The 
high reputation of his animals creating a good demand for them among the 
leading sheep raisers of the country, he has sold in nearly every state of the 
Union, and to him also belongs the credit of having won five of the eight 
champion cups awarded at  the Michigan state fair in the city of Detroit for 
the best ram and ewe on exhibition. But it is not by sheep alone that he has 
acquired an enviable reputation as a stock raiser, having been almost as suc- 
cessful in the matter of swine of the Berkshire breed, ~ h i c h  he has been rais- 
ing for the last thirty years, and from the sales of which he has acquired no 
small share of the comfortable fortune now in his possession. H e  also takes 
great interest in poultry and keeps a large number of very fine Plymouth Rock 
fowls, which have won their due share of prizes wherever exhibited. 

Mr. Walton manifests pardonable pride in his success as a raiser of fine 
domestic animals and poultry and the high reputation which he now enjoys 
has been fairly and honorably earned. H e  deserves great credit for his efforts 
to  improve the live stock ~f his own and other states. and his example is 
being imitated by many of his fellow farmers of Isabella county, who have 
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learned by experience that it is just as easy to raise first-class animals as poor 
and indifferent breeds and much more remunerative. 

Mr. Walton's first wife, to whom reference is made in a preceding para- 
graph. was born in December, 1853, and died July 28, 1878. She bore her 
husband the following children: Sara J. married Emory First, and lives in 
Isabella township; James N., a farmer of the same township, is also married, 
his wife having formerly been Miss Swinelehaust : Florin J.. who is single, is a 
railway engineer with his headquarters at Saginaw, this state; John W., also 
unmarried, is in the express business at Seattle, Washington; Mina Bell, born 
October 10, 1887, died Aug,lst 8, 1890: Newton Edwin, born September 29, 
1894, died September ro, 1896; Ira C. who is in the mail service and unmar- 
ried and lives at Rosebush, Michigan. Mr. Walton, in October, 1902, mar- 
ried Mrs. Jennie L. Carpenter. who was born June 24. 1860. and is the 
daughter of Albert and Emily Larmouth. the former of Nen York state 
and the latter of Canada, the union being without issue. In his fraternal 
relations, Mr. Walton is an Odd Fellow, belonging to Rosebush Lodge No. 
519, and also holds membership in the Grange. Politically he votes with the 
Prohibition party and religiously is a Baptist, In which church he was a trus- 
tee for twelve years, besides serving as elder and filling several minor positions. 

I 

EDWARD D U  BOIS. 

I n  point of age the subject of this review is among the oldest residents 
of Isabella county, eighty-one years having dissolved in the mists of the past 
since he first saw the light of day in his native land among the romantic mom- 
tains and valleys of Switzerland. Born in the canton of Berne. that country, 
in 1830, he attended school during the years of his boyhood and on laying 
aside his studies learned the butcher trade, which he followed near the place 
of his birth untii 1854, when he bade fareweii to home and friends to carve 
out a career in a new destiny in the great Mer ican  republic beyond the sea. 
Mr. Du Bois was induced to come to this country in the hope of securing land. 
as the crowded condition in Switzerland rendered it impossible for a man to 
obtain anything beyond a mere livelihood. Landing at New York after a 
long but uneventful voyage, he made his way direct to Wayne county, Ohio, 
where five months later he was united in marriage with Marie Burkhart, also 
a native of the canton of Berne, where her birth occurred on the ad day of 
November, 1832. For several years following his marriage he worked as a 
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farm laborer and with money thus earned subsequently purchased forty acres 
of land in the above county which during the ten years ensuing he brought to 
a high state of cultivation and otherwise improved. Disposing of the farm at 
the expiration of that time, he moved, in the fall of 1864, to Isabella county, 
Michigan. and purchased oce hundred and sixty acres in section 12,  Lincoln 
township, which he at once proceeded to improve and on which he has since 
lived and prospered, though for some years practically retired from active life. 

Mr. Du Bois settled in the woods of Isabella county and the splendid 
farm which has been his home for so many years is the result of his unaided 
toil and thrift. H e  has been an industrious, hard-working man and by econ- 
omy and good management succeeded in acquiring a competency besides pro- 
viding comfortably for the children who have left the parental roof to estab- 
lish themselves elsewhere. In connection with the tilling of the soil 11e has 
paid considerable attention to breeding Durham sattle and other high gradc 
live stock and from the latter source much of his income has been derived. 
Believing in improvements, he has not been sparing in the expenditure of his 
means in this direction, his buildings of all kinds being among the best in 
the neighborhood, including a commodious barn, forty by eighty feet in 
dimensions and admirably adapted to the purposes such structures are de- 
signed to subsen-e, also a cumber of well constructed sheds for live stock, 
besides a substantial and ccmfortable dwening and various other improve- 
ments, all of nhich bespeak the presence of a master of his vocation, nho  
takes pride in his home and strives to make it the happiest place on earth to 
its occupants. The Du Bois farm lies in one of the finest agricultural districts 
of the county. H e  has added very materially to its productiveness by a judi- 
cious system of tile drainage, of which there is now considerably in excess 
of one mile. and the two miles of fine fencing has also increased the value of 
the place. 

While retaining a warm affection for the romantic land of his nativity, 
Mr. Du Rois is loyally American as one to the manor born. being an ardent 
admirer of the free institutions under which the greater part of his life has 
been spent and his success achieved and a devoted and public spirited citizen 
of the state in m-hich he resides. A Democrat in politics and interested in the 
success of his party, he is not a partisan nor an aspirant for office, being con- 
tent with the plain, satisfactory life of a tiller of the soil and satisfied with the 
simple title of citizen. In matters religious the & m a n  Reformed church 
holds his creed. to which body his wife also belongs. There being no church 
of this denomination in their vicinity, they attend the Methodist Episcopal 
church at Shepherd. 
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Twelve children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Du Bois, Mary, 
Anna and Lena dying in infancy. Those living are Edward. Emma, Fred, 
Albert and Alice, twins; Celia, Marie, Ella Louise and Carrie Elizabeth. All 
of the above children are highly esteemed and command the confidence of the 
social circles in which they move. Those who have left the parental roof are 
well settled in life and highly respected in the various localities in which they 
reside. 

ROBERT DUNN. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Kent county. Ontario, May 7, 
1861, and is a representative of two old and respected families of that prov- 
ince. His father, who also bore the name of Robert Dunn, was born in 
1819, his mother, Agnes ,Cameron, in the year 1829. These parents were mar- 
ried in Canada and spent the greater part of their lives in Ontario, the father 
dying in 1893, and the mother in 1899. Robert Dunn. of this review, was 
reared amid the bracing breezes and wholesome influences of the country, 
early formed those habits of industry and sobriety which make for clean life 
and honorable manhood and by attending the schools of his native county at  
intervals during his minority obtained a fair education in the common branches 
of study. 

Until his twenty-first year Mr. Dunn remained in Ontario, but shortly 
after att.aining his majority he came to Isabella county, Michigan, with his 
brothers and widowed, mother and settled on forty acres of land in section 5, 
Isabella township, which he purchased and partially improved. Later he 
bought his present farm of eighty acres in section 8, twenty acres of which he 
cleared in addition to what was already in cultivation, there being now but 
five acres of unimproved land on the place. Mr. Dunn has labore6 to ad- 
rantage and managed well so that he is now in comfortable circumstances 
with a good farm, a fine home and sufiicient means a t  his command to assure 
him a prosperous iuture. In connection with the tiiiing of the soii, he seiis 
wire felce, in which line of business he has been quite successful, and he is 
also devoting considerable attention to horticulture, having already planted two 
hundred fruit trees of the finest varieties, besides catalpas, which in due time 
will furnish ample fue! and more than sufficient fence posts for the needs of 
the farm. His buildings are substantial and in good repair, the barn, a com- 
modious structure thirty-eight by sixty-eight feet in size with basement, being 
atnong the best in the neighborhood. The residence is comfortable and con- 
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veniently arranged and the five tundred rods of fine wire fence now on the 
place, together ni th the excellent condition of the soil, bear evidence of the 
care and attention which he devotes to his farming interests. 

Mr. Dunn is independent in politics, notwithstanding which he takes an 
active part in public affairs and from time to  time has been honored by his 
fellow citizens w ~ t h  important official trusts. From 1891 to 1894, inclusive, 
he served as highway commissioner, In 1909 was overseer of roads in his 
township and at  the present time he is holding the office of ton nship treasurer, 
in all of which trusts he proved capable and painstaking and lost sight of self 
interests in his efforts to  promote the public good. H e  is an influential mem- 
ber of the Grange, in which he held the office of master for six years and is 
also a leading spirit in the Knights of the Maccabees lodge at  Rosebush, to  
the success of which he has in a large measure contributed. 

Mr. Dunn was married in his natibe pi-o\ince to Miss Elizabeth Walton, 
who was born in Middlesex county, Ontario, November 2, 1863. Her father, 
Nicholas Walton, was born June 21, 1826, in England and her mother, Sarah 
Hughes, whose birth occurred in 1830. was a native of Wales. These parents 
spent their uedded life in Canada. The mother died in Isabella county, 
Michigan, in 1889; the father. who is still living, makes his home with the 
subject. Mr. and Mrs. Dunn have seven childrm, r iz:  Ethel Maud, born 
June 17, 1885, married Loren Domney and lives in Traberse City; Elmo B. 
was horn August 3. 1887 and lives in California; Hi!!iard 0 ,  also a resident 
of the latter state, a a s  born August 19, 1889: Worth, born September 8, 
1892, is still with his parents, as are Evit D., born May 12. 1894, Murrill, 
born September 29, 1897. and Herman A.. whose day of birth was the 9th 
of August, 1900. 

ALBERT MILLER. 

The subject of this sketch has had a varied and interesting career and 
the position he now holds among the leading citizens of his adopted county 
speaks well for his intelligence and sterling worth, also for the enterprise 
and high moral purposes displayed in all of his undertakings. Albert Miller, 
son of Orlen and Ernmaline Miller, was born in Palmyra, New York. on the 
14th day of January, 1847. His father was born December 27, 1810. married 
Emmaline Bristol in 1841 and departed this life ten years after the latter 
date; Mrs. Miller, whose birth occurred April 4. 1824, died on September 30, 
1887. At the age of one and a half >ears, the subject was taken to Battle 
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Creek, Michigan, where his father died in 1851, and one year later he was 
taken to  Cleveland, Ohio, by a n  uncle, with whom he remained for a short 
time. Leaving the home of his relatives, he lived for a time near the above 
city with one Loren Gilbert, who soon moved to Dorr. -4llegan county, Michi- 
gan: taking the lad with him. Young Miller remained nine years at  that 
place and then joined his mother at  Bedford, this state. where he spent the 
following two years at  farm labor. 

On September 2, 1864, when seventeen years old, he enlisted in Company 
D, Thirteenth Michigan Infantry, with which he served until the close of the 
Civil war, his regiment forming a part of the army under General Sherman 
and taking part in a number of battles in Georgia and other states. In  one 
engagement he was wounded in the left shoulder and another ball grazed his 
head. H e  went with Sherman from Chattanooga to the sea and at the close 
of the war took part in.the Grand Review a t  Washington, receiving his dis- 
charge in -4pri1, 1865. By reason of exposure while in the service he con- 
tracted an illness from which he has never fully recovered. 

In 1870 Mr. Miller married Olive B. Van Buren. of Battle Creek, Michi- 
gan, after which he went to northwestern Missouri, and during the tT\-o years 
ensuing farmed near the town of Princeton. At the end of that time he 
moved to  Trenton in a neighboring county, where he remained one and a half 
years. and then returned to Rattle Creek, thence after a fen- months moved to 
the vicinity of Lansing. xvhere for one year he operated his uncle's farm as a 
renter. Leaving that part of the state, he spent the three pears following at  
Grand Ledge and at the expiration of that time came to Isabella county and 
bought forty acres of land in Isabella township, on which he erected, the en- 
suing fall, a log house for the reception of his family. Ur .  Miller came to this 
county with but meagre means, the sum total of his possessions consisting of 
two yoke of cattle, a wagon, a few implements and one dollar and fifty cents 
in cash. He sold one yoke cf oxen to buy his land and worked by the month 
to pay the interest on the same. which at  the rate of ten per cent. required a 
goodly share of his earnings. With commendable courage, however, he re- 
solutely faced .the future and by continuous and well directed effort finally suc- 
ceeded in wiping out his indebtedness and getting his farm cleared and on a 
paying basis. I t  would be interesting to follow Mr. Miller's struggles and 
final triumphs in detail, but the limits of this sketch forbid more than a pass- 
ing notice. Suffice it to state that the many difficulties and obstacles in his may 
were overcome in due time and he was enabled not only to provide comfortably 
for his family, but also to add to his real estate by the purchase of another 
forty acres which, cleared and otherwise improved, makes his present farm 
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of eighty acres one of the best and most desirable in the township. The orig- 
inal log cabin and stable of similar construction have been replaced by fine 
modern buildings, the present residence, erected in 1895, being comfortable, 
commodious and well suited for the purpcses for which it is intended to sub- 
serve. His barn, forty by fifty feet in size, was built in 1898, the other im- 
provements, consisting of four hundred rods of wire fence, ample artificial 
drainage and one of the interesting features of the farm is a large flowing well 
which discharges its contents at the rate of fifteen quarts every ten seconds 
and which is highly prized as an unfailing source of as fine water as the state 
of Michigan can afford. Mr. Miller is uncompromisingly loyal to the Repub- 
lican party and takes an active interest in promoting its success, being judi- 
cious in counsel and untirizg in his work. He is a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic post at Mt. Pleasant, and nothing affords him greater 
interest and pleasure than to meet with his comrades of other times and re- 
count the thrilling experiences of their iron days of endeavor. 

Mrs. Miller was born at BattIe Creek, Michigan, September 2, 1845, and 
is a daughter of Ephraim and Olive (Myers) Van Buren, who were born in 
the years of 1818 and 1824, respectively. The mother died in 1860, and the 
father is still living and making his home in Isabella township. The family 
of Mr. and Mrs. Miller consists of the following children : Frank W. married 
Louise Edmunds and lives in Lansing, this state; Clareneq whose wife was 
formerly Carrie Johnson, is a farmer of Isabella township; Birdie is the uife 
of John Lowrey and lives in the same township ; Olive D., who married Henry 
Block, resides in Nottawa township, and Jennie B., now Mrs. Chauncey 
Thayer, lives in Mt. Pleasant; Edwin Van Buren, who is zt home at the 
present time. 

WILBERT W. BROPHY. 

These whc be!ccg tc the respectab!: -idd!e c!asses ~f society, being 
early taught the necessity of relying upon their own exertions, will be more 
apt to acquire that information a d  those business habits which alone can fit 
them for the discharge of life's duties, and, indeed, it has long been a notable 
fact that our great men in nearly all walks of life in America spring from this 
class. Wilbert W. Brophy, well-known citizen of Denver township, Isabella 
county, is a worthy representative of this class from which spring the true 
noblemen of the republic. 

Wilbert W. Brophy was born on April 22, 1858, in CoIumbus township, 
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St. Clair county, Michigan. He is the son of John and Cynthia (Youngs) 
Brophy, who came to Michigan from Ontario in 1855 and settled in Columbus 
township, St. Clair county, their present home. He grew to maturity in his 
native community and attended school there, assisting his father with the 
work on the farm until he was nineteen years of age, then, in 1877, he came 
to Isabella county and worked here that fall, and the following spring he 
bought forty acres of good land in section 19, Denver tonnship, most of 
which was timbered, all but six or eight acres. There nas  a small log house 
on the place when he purchased it, but there were few other improvements. 
He did not use this, but erected a board shanty, sixteen by twenty-four feet. 
He did not settle on this place until after his marriage, having, up to that 
event, norked at various jobs, principally doing farm work in summer with 
his brother, Norman, who resided in Isabella county at the time, and working 
in the lumber woods in Clare county in the winter months When Mr. 
Brophy first came to Denver township there were but seven white men besides 
himself living here. He assisted in cutting out many miles of roads and en- 
dured many hardships incident to pioneer life. He married Elizabeth Gardi- 
ner at Mt. Pleasant, on March 8, 1882. She was born March 11, 1856, in 
New Boyne, Leeds county, Ontario. from which country she moved with her 
parents, Joseph and Alicia (Rogers) Gardiner. They settled at Vassar, Tus- 
cola county, Michigan, in 1867, and in April, 1876, they removed to Isabella 
county. -%bout three years after his marriage Mr. Brophy built a good house 
on his place, but. renting his farm. moved onto his father's place in St. Clair 
county and farmed there three years, then came back and settled on his present 
place and has been here ever since. In the fall of 18go he added forty acres, 
which joined his original forty and he now has eighty acres. He cleared most 
all of his second forty. He has a substantial and convenient dwelling and a 
good barn which he erected himself; he has made many other substantial 
improvements on his farm. Including the laying of some two hundred rods 
of tile. Since erecting hls dwelling he has veneered it with brick. making it 
very pttractive in appearance He has a basement under all of hls house, and 
a flowing wel! supplies his need in this direction. He has two acres of bear- 
ing apples, some grapes, plums and cherries. He carries on general farming, 
raising wheat, oats, beans, corn, beets, hay. Sixty-seven of his eighty acres 
are cleared and under a high state of cultivation. He keeps some good live 
stock, horses, cattle, hogs and sheep. He has put up five hundred and fifty 
rods of woven wire fencing. and he uses up-to-date farming machinery. He 
has one of the best farms in this township. 
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Politically. Mr. Brophy is a Republican. H e  attends the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and he belongs to the Knights of the Maccabees, Eldorado 
Tent No. 559, a t  Rosebush. 

T o  Mr. and Mrs. Brophy one child has been born, whom they named 
Irene Blanche, her birth occurring in 1886. She married Arthur Muters- 
baugh, and is living in Denver township. They are the parents of two 
children. Mr. Brophy is known to & an honest and neighborly man, good 
to his family and his friends. consequently he has the good will of all. 

ANTHONY W. MILLER. 

T%is well-to-do farmer and representative citizen is a native of Ohio, 
'born in Tuscarawas county, June 7, 1850. His parents. Barrett and Margaret 
Miller. were also natives of that state and spent their lives in its borders, both 
dyiiig in the county of Defiance. where they had made their home for a num- 
ber of years. 

Anthony W. Miller is the oldest of a familq of nine children, 1% hich fact 
accounts for much of the labor of the farm falling to him at quite an early 
age. H e  was reared on the homestead in his native county and remained a i t h  
his parents until about tuen!; leais  of age, \\hen he atai-ted out to make hls 
own nay,  with Michigan as his destination He arrived in Mecosta county, 
this state, in 1870 and for some time thereafter \forked in a timber camp, later 
discontinuing thzt kind of work to enter the employ of a ra~lxvay company in 
Allegan county. After spending four winters in the latter capacity, he re- 
turned to Ohio where, on March 31, 1874, he was married to Louisa B. 
Clark, the ceremony taking place in Paulding county, where the bride's birth 
occurred on December 4, 1849. 

Drrrina a fh- --.- five yexs  fo!!ox;nu --a his rr.zrriage, X r .  Xi!ler dev~ted  his at- 
+ M + . ~ W  ,,,,,;,., :a fa, --.-.c ... I,, the couxties of Pa-;!ding and Defiance, at the expiration 

of which time he returned to Michigan and purchased eighty acres of land in 
Rolland township, Isabella county-, on which he settled in February, 1879, and 
on whichhe has since lived and prospered. Mr. Miller's land was wild when 
he moved to  it and much hard a o r k  was required to  remove the timber and 
stumps and get the soil in proper condition for tillage. By dint of long, con- 
tinual work, however, the forest gradually disappeared and in due time good 
improvements were made. h e  orchards and shade trees planted. to say noth- 
ing of the many other evidences of prosperity which now make the farm one 
of the finest in the township, and his home second to few in the entire county. 
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In the prosecution of his labors he has manifested, not only commendable zeal 
but judicious management end as a tiller of the soil he is up to  date, pro- 
gressive in his ideas and ranks among the most enterprising men of'his call- 
ing in the community where he resides. A gentleman of good tastes as well 
as of industrious habits, he has not been sparing of his means in beautifying 
and adding to the attractiveness of his home, as the appearance of the modern 
dwelling yith its surrounding of smooth lawn, grateful shade trees. fine shrub- 
bery and other pleasing features abundantly attest. 

Mr. Miller is a Democrat in politics and as such has been elected to  
various local offices from time to time, having served four years as township 
treasurer and for more than a quarter century he has held the position of 
school assessor. H e  belocgs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and the order of the Gleaners and, with his wife, holds membership with the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in \dlich at intervals he has been honored with 
various trusts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller are the parents of seven living children, whose 
names are as folIot\-s : Nellie. xife of N. V. Turney ; Flora. who married F. 
A. Oswalt: Carrie, no\v Mrs. James IVelch: Lena, wife of 0. W. Swisher, 
and three who are members of the home circle. Anna. Rachel and Grover. 

CL-qUDE H.4NNETT ESTEE. 

Among the enterprising and successful young business men of Isabella 
county none stand higher in the esteem of his fellow citizens than the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch. Persistent industry, well-directed effort 
and sound business judgment have been the concomitants which have con- 
tributed to the success that has crowned his labors, and his sterling integrity 
and r.!prigl?t life have gained for him universal respect. 

C!x.c!e Ezrwett E~ tee  was horn on March 18. 1879. in Coe township, 
this county. H e  is the son of Thomas Hannett and Caroline (Burlingame) 
Hannett. When a baby he went to live with L. D. Estee and wife, who re- 
sided west of Shepherd. H e  attended the district schools until he was four- 
teen years of age and worked some on the farm. H e  went to the high schooI 
at  Shepherd one year. and taught school part of a year. H e  worked ir, a 
grain eievator at intervals. Mr. Estee having purchased the elevator belong- 
ing to Hannett & Estee. Mr. Estee went to schoo! at  Big Rapids after his first 
experience at teaching: he pursued a commercial course for a time, then re- 
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turned to his home and entered into partnership with Mr. Estee, when he was 
twenty-one years of age. He had a good education, especially in a business 
line. Thus well equipped, he entered his life work in the fall of 1901. He 
assumed complete management of the business upon the death of Mr. Estee on 
September 6, 1907. However, he did not have entire charge of the elevator 
until the following January. He has greatly increased the business and under 
his capable and judicious management it has become widely known in this 
locality. Claude H. Estee has added wholesale and retail flour and feed; he 
also buys produce from the farmers. which they bring him, often from remote 
parts of the county, and he is also successfully operating a retail yard, handling 
coal, cement, etc. He has a very satisfactory and extensive patronage 
throughout the country, and he is regarded as a business man of honest 
principles and one who believes in a square deal. 

On June 26, 1903, Mr. Estee was married to Nora Bent, in Shepherd, 
Michigan. She was born on July 20, 1879, in Waterloo, Jackson county, 
Michigan. One child, bearing the name of Helen Elizabeth, now five years of 
age. has graced this union. 

As a business man Mr Estee has been very successful. He is also a 
stockholder and director in the Commercial Bank of Shepherd. He takes a 
great interest in fraternal mstters. belonging to the order of Free and Accepted 
Masons, Lodge No. 288, of Salt River, Mt. Pleasant Chapter No. 111, Royal 
Arch Masons, and the Knights Templar Commanderp No. 40 in Ithaca; also 
the Ancient Arabic Order o: Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Detroit. - 

GEORGE A. DRALLETT 

Among the well known business men of the thriving town of Weidman 
is George A. Drallett. who in several lines of trade has built up quite a lucra- 
tive patronage and is now- proprietor of one of the largest a d  most successfu! 
commercial establishments in the place. Mr. Drallett is a native of Washing- 
ton county, New York, and dates his birth from the year 1860. When only 
three months old he was taken to Eaton county, Michigan, where his parents 
lived for a number of years and it was in that part of the state that he grew 
to manhood and received his education. He was reared to farm labor and on 
reaching the years of maturity turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, 
in connection with which he also bought and sold considerable live stock, the 
latter enterprise taking the greater part of his time until his thirty-second 
year, taking horses north and exchanging for cattle. 
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In 1872 Mr. Drallett went to Kalamazoo county, where he remained one 
year, going thenw te Stanton, this state, where he continued two years. 
when he opened a meat market at  Weidman, which town has since been hi: 
place of residence. After running the market for some time, and seeing a 
favorable opening for other lines of business, he added a stock of groceries 
which found ready sale, and a little later began dealing in boots and shoes, 
gradually increasing his stock until in due time he found himself proprietor of 
a large general store. the success of which more than realized his highest ex- 
pectations. As time passed he turned his attention to the buying and shipping 
of wool and the handling of everything in the way of produce the farmers o i  
the vicinity raised to sell, his establishment being highly prized by them by 
reason of bringing a good market almost to their doors. Having had con- 
siderable experience with live stock, he soon began buying and shipping cattre 
and hogs and hardly a week passes that he does not ship from one to two 
car loads of stock to the leading markets of the country. 

Mr. Drallett possesses unusual energy and judgment, and since locating 
at  Weidman his business interests have brought him prominently before the 
people as one eminently worthy of the success which he has achieved. He 
carries a complete assortment of all kinds of merchandise so as to meet the 
demands of the general trade and as a buyer and. shipper he has built up a 
business of large magnitude, as great perhaps as that of any other man in 
the county similarly engaged. He has done much to promote the material 
growth and general prpsperity of Weidman and give it its present reputation 
as a thriving business center, and has also given his influence and assistance to 
further all movements havixg for their object the social and moral advance- 
ment of the community. Notwithstanding the pressing claims cf his vari- 
ous business interests. he finds time to devote to public matters, having served 
two terms as supervisor of Nottawa township, and he is now on his second 
term as school treasurer. He votes the Republican ticket on state and na- 
tional questions, but in township and county affairs he is independent of party 
control. 

Mr. Drallett has accumclated a handsome competency since embarking in 
business at Weidman and is one of the well-to-do men of the place, olvning 
in addition to good town property one hundred and forty acres of land in 
Sherman township, which he is having cleared for the purpose of pasturage. 
He takes great interest in secret fraternal work, holding membership with the 
Masonic order, in which he served as junior and senior warden, and he also 
belongs to the Modem Woodmen of America, the Knights of the Maccabees 
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has passed all the 
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chairs. Mr. Drallett was happily married to Nina Dunn, who has borne him 
three children, namely: Winnie, wife of Adam Scott, of Sherman township; 
Miles married Albertice K. Holtnes and lives in that township also, and 
Mitchell, who, with his parents, constitute the home circle at  the present time. 

JOHN BEUTLER. 

Improvement and progress may %ell be said to form the keynote of the 
character of John Beutler. a well known and influential farmer and stock 
raiser of Sherman township, and he has not only been interested in the work 
of advancenlent in individual affairs but his influence is felt in upbuilding 
the community. H e  has been a very industrious man all his life, striving to 
keep abreast of the times in every respect, and as a result every mile post of 
the years he has passed has found him further advanced, more prosperous, 
more sedate and with a larger number of friends than the preceding. 

Mr. Beutler was borr? at Brighton, Livingston county, Michigan, August 
30, 1864 H e  is the son of John Beutler, Sr., who was born in Prussia, 
Germany, in 1823. H e  was drafted in the army, but on account of a crippled 
foot was not compelled to  serve. H e  married Caroline Fuss, who was born in 
the same locality in Germany, a year after h;s birth, and they knew each 
other about two years before their marriage. The  elder Beutler was a jour- 
neyman blacksmith, and while thus engaged met his wife. H e  was a skilled 
blacksmith and made good money a t  it. He came from Prussia to America 
in 1849, and located in Livingston county, Michigan, his wife, whom he had 
married in 1847, following him here a year later. Mr. Beutler had been fol- 
lowing his trade in Hamburg, Livingston county, two years. then moved to 
Brighton. a few miles from there, where he maintained a blacksmith shop for 
ten years. then moved to  WeberviBe, Ingham county. where he bought a 
farm of eighty acres. also ran a blacksmith shop, hiring the work done on his 
farm. H e  was there three years, then sold his farm and moved to Handy, 
Livingston county, where he had a shop and bought five acres of land. Re- 
maining there five years, he then moved to Amsden, Montcalm county, where 
he lived two years, then to  Wood's Corner, Ionia county, where he also had 
a shop two years. H e  came to Isabella county on January 9, 1877, and bought 
sixty acres of land in Sherman township, and his oldest son now lives on this 
place. H e  bought eighty acres more and on a part of this his son, John, of  
this review, now lives. The father was also engaged in the lumber business 
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for a time, being agent for a company in Saginaw. His death occurred in 
1897, and the death of his wife occurred on February 12, 1892. They both 
died a t  Wooden's Mills, where their last home was. The following children 
were born to  them: Fredericka, who married Robert Appleton, lives in New 
York; Herman, who married Mary Mull, lives in section 27. Sherman town- 
ship, this county; Theresa, ~ h o  married John Hine, lives at  Wooden's Mills; 
Matilda, who married Stephen Morey, lives in the state of Louisiana: John, of 
this review. 

John Beutler lived a t  a number of places before coming to Isabella county, 
being then thirteen years of age. H e  attended school in Sherman township, 
and from the age of sixteen to twenty he kept a store next to the Beutler 
dwelling, and got an excellent start for a boy. H e  remained at  home until he 
was tweny-two years of age 

On May 5 ,  1886, M r  Beutler was married to  Eliza Brooks. daughter of 
William and Nancy Brooks. She was born in Jay county, Indiana, Septem- 
ber 20, 1867, and she moved to Isabella county about the same year that 
marked the advent of Mr. Beutler. This union has resulted in the birth of 
the following children: Blanche, born in 1887, lives at Beal City, Michigan, 
and is the wife of Doctor McRae; George, born in 1889, is living a t  home, 
assisting his father; Clyde a ~ d  Hervey, the former born in 1895 and the latter 
in 1904, are both living a t  home. 

Mr. Beutler is the owner of three hundred acres of excellent farming 
land, forty acres of which formerly belonged to his father, as stated in a 
preceding paragraph. I t  was only half cleared and was not improved. After 
his marriage He lived in Manistee, Michigan, two years, working principally 
at  the carpenter's trade, then he returned to Isabella county and worked in a 
lumber mill one year, living on section 32. In  the spring of 1890 he built 
a very substantial and convenient dwelling on his place. H e  also built two 
good barns and other outbuildings, including a aork-shop, under which is a 
cellar, also a tool house. He has a modern system of water works in his 
house, pumping his water by gas engine. H e  uses up-to-date farming impie- 
ments, and his place indicates in every way that he is a twentieth-century 
agriculturist. He has stumped one hundred and twenty acres, on which were 
over five thousand stumps. H e  has five miles of atump fence, four miles of 
woven wire fence, and he hzs under cultivation at  the present time one hun- 
dred and twenty-five acres, the rest being in pasture, and he has some first- 
growth timber. No small part of his income has been derived from handling 
various kinds of live stock, of which he is regarded as an excellent judge. 
keeping large droves of sheep and fine cattle, shorthorn Durhams, horses and  
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hogs. He has been an extensive potato raiser and has been very successful as 
a general farmer. I n  1 9 2  he raised three thousand and four hundred bush- 
els of potatoes, for which he received the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars. 
He averages raising two thousand bushels of potatoes annually. He has a 
small orchard of choice fruit. His place js one of the model farms of the 
county, is well kept, well improved and skillfully managed. 

Mr. Beutler is interested in the Rural Telephone Company, being presi- 
dent of the same, and its widespread popularity is due in a very large measure 
to his efficient management. He is also connected with the Weidman Imported 
Percheron Horse Company, which breeds horses extensively, and he is also 
interested in the Union Hall Company, being secretary and treasurer of the 
hall which this company erected in Sherman township, which is rented for 
various purposes. 

Mr. Beutler does his own carpentering, blacksmithing and mason work, 
having full kits of tools used in these trades. He raises all kinds of small fruits 
and he raises on an average of twenty bushels per acre of rye. He uses clover 
as a fertilizer. 

F r a t e~~a l l y  Mr. Beutler is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, 
Wabano Lodge No. 376, of Weidman, also belongs to Lodge No. 800, Hoor 
Arbor 0; Gieaners. Politically he is a Rep~blican. He has held several school 
offices, was highway commissioner two terms, township supervisor one term 
and ~ \ I O  years township tretsnrer. 

CHARLES T. RUSSELL. 

This utilitarian age has been especially prolific in men of action, clear- 
brained men of high resolves and noble purposes, who give character and 
stability to the communities honored by their citizenship. and whose influence 
and !eadcrship -re eae!y discerr?;h!e ir? the various enterprises that have added 
so greatly to the high reputation that Isabella county enjoys among her sister 
counties of this great commonwealth. Conspicuous among this class of men 
whose residence is in this county is the progressive citizen under whose name 
this article is written, and to a brief outline of whose career the biographer 
is herewith pleased to address himself; but only the most salient facts win 
be given, owing to the well known aversion of Mr. Russell to undue laudation 
and also because of the fact 
being a lawyer of recognized 

that his record is already familiar to all classes, 
ability and a public-spirited citizen. 
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Charles T. Russell was born May 17, 1853, at Grand Ledge, Eaton county, 
Michigan. His father was a farmer and the son remained on the home 
place, assisting with the general farm work and attended the district schools 
during the winter until he was twenty-one years of age. Later he attended 
school in Eaton, taking a general literary course. After becoming of age, he 
took up the study of law, teaching school the meanwhile in the district schools 
for four winters, under a second grade certificate. H e  was very successful 
as a teacher, but he gave it up to continue the law, studying in an office in 
Grand Ledge. He was admitted to the bar at Charlotte, Michigan, in 1877, 
and he came to Mt. Pleasant in 1878 and began the practice of his profession 
aione, enjoying a very satisfxtory clientele from the first. Taking an interest 
in public affairs, he was soon in line for positions of public trust, and in 1882 
he mas elected prosecuting attorney and served in a very faithful manner for 
two terms. He was also president of the village for a time and was post- 
master under Cleveland's administration. In 1906 he was elected prosecuting 
attorney of Isahella county a second time. Politically, he is a Democrat. In 
1903 he was candidate for circuit judge, but the party was in the minority 
that year and he lvent down with the rest of the ticket. 

Mr. Russell was married in March, I S S ~  in Burlington, Vermont, to 
Nettie M. White, who lived near that city. She is the daughter of an ex- 
cellent New England family, the White family having been in this country 
from early times and many of them have figured more or less prominently in 
various walks of life, like the Russell family. Two children have graced this 
union, Ruby, who is teaching music in the public schools at San Bernardino, 
California, and Walter W., who is a graduate of the University of Michigan 
and is engaged in real estate business in Mt. Pleasant. 

Of late years Mr. Russell has been a very busy man, his practice having 
gradually increased. and he figures in many of the leading law suits in Isabella 
county. He is a strong advocate of improl-ed educational conditions, and is 
interested in the normal school at Mt. Pleasant, in fact, assisted in founding 
the same. He has always run against adverse conditions poiiticaiiy, being on 
the minority side, but he has stood firm with his party and sen ed his consriru- 
ents well in the offices entrusted to him. He has heen of great assistance in 
inducing various industries to locate in Mt. Pleasant, and has done what he 
could in improving industrial conditions in this vicinity. He has been a mem- 
ber of the local school board for the past ten years, and is serving his fourth 
term as an officer of the board. He is a director in the Phoenix Preferred 
Accident Association of Detroit, and he is also a stockholder and director of the 
Gold Reserve Life Insurance Company of Mt. Pleasant. He is prominent 

(44) 
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and active in lodge circles, being a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and the Knights of the Maccabees, all of Mt. Pleasant. 

ROBERT HYSLOP. 

The subject of this skttch, a prosperous farmer of Kottawa township 
and a leading citizen of the community in which he resides, is a native of 
Memphis county, Ontario, born in the year 1862. John Hyslop. his father, 
was born in 1837, in Scotland, and is living at  the present time in Pulaski 
county, Kentucky. His mother, previous to her marriage Margaret Bain, 
was born May, 1847, and departed this life in the month of January, 1901. 
John and Margaret Hyslop reared a family of seven children. namely: Mrs. 
Margery Ford, who died ir, 1902; Margaret, of Nottawa township; Jessie, 
wife of Fred Speck, of Mt. Pleasant; Robert, of this review; Mrs. Libbie 
Keller died in the year 1900; ivirs. Stella Ash, who resides in Kottaua town- 
ship, and Lima, who lives with the subject and helps operate the latter's 
hotel. 

When Robert Hyslop was eight months old his parents moved from 
Canada to McCornb county, Michigan. \\-here they remained about six years 
and then came to  Isabella county, settling in Nottawa township, when there 
were only two or three families living in the township. The elder Hyslop 
bought eighty acres of wild land in section 29 and it was in the pioneer home' 
in the midst of a dense forest that the subject spent his early life and grew to 
manhood. As soon as old enough he did his part in the clearing of the land 
and developing of the farm and, as opportunities afforded, attended the public 
schools of the neighborhood until acquiring a knowledge of the common 
branches of learning. Reared a farmer and having a taste for the cultivation 
of the soil. he chose that vocation for his life work and ever since his young 
manhood he has followed the same with gratifying results in the toanship of 
Nottawa. Mr. Hyslop owns a fine body of land, consisting of two hundred 
and forty acres, of which fifty are in cultivation and well improved, and by 
industry, energy and thrift he has succeeded in accumulating a handsome 
competency and placing himself in comfortable circumstances. In connection 
with agricultural pursuits he runs a hotel at  Coldwater Lake, which he opened 
eighteen years ago and whic!~ has been well patronized in the meantime, highly 
prized by the traveling public and pleasure seekers, and proving a paying 
investment. 
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Mr. Hyslop, in the year 1881, entered the marriage relation with Lottie 
Bowman, of Ohio, who has borne him the following children: Laura, Bain, 
Fred and Eva, all unmarncd and a t  home except Eva, who is the wife of 
Ed. Butler and lives at  Mt. Pleasant. The family is highly esteemed in the 
community. the reputation both of parents and children being above reproach, 
those knowing them best speaking most in praise of their many sterling 
qualities. Mr. Hyslop is not only a progressive farmer, but as a citizen he 
ranks anlong the most enterprising and public spirited of his contemporaries. 
Interested in all that benefits the community and alive to the \\elfare of hls 
fellow men. he lives an honorable, upright life and has made the world better 
bj- his presence and influence. 

CH-4RLES W. GUY. 

Among the prosperous farmers and substantial citizens of Rolland town- 
ship is Charles W. Guy, a gentleman of high character and reputation, whom 
to  know is to  esteem and honor. A quiet, unostentatious man, mho makes 
his presence felt by his actions and influence rather than by conversation and 
public acclaim, he has contributed not a little to the stability and respect of the 
bodv politic and all who knolv him bear cheerful testimony to his many sterling 
qualities of mind and heart. Mr. Guy is an Ohio man, born in Muskingum 
county, that state. on the 2d daj- of June, 1852. At the age of ten years he 
was brought to Michigan by his parents and after living for some time in 
Berrien county, removed with the family to the county of Montcalm, later to 
Ionia county. where he remained until the jear  1874. Xeann-hile as oppor- 
tunities afforded. he attended school at  his different places of residence, and 
grew to maturity accustomed to farm labor 'both in the woods and the fields 
and was early taught the lessons of industry, thrift and sobriety by which his 
subsequent life has been chai acterized. 

Reared to agricultural pursuits in a comparatively new country, Mr. 
Guy, on beginning the struggle of life for himself, very naturally became a 
tiller of the soil and on coming to Isabella county, in 1874, he bought eighty 
acres of land in Rolland township, at  the same time took a contract for clear- 
ing land for others. to which task he devoted the spring and summer seasons, 
working during the winter months in the lumber woods. H e  was thus en- 
gaged during the greater part of the ensuing sixteen years, in the meantime 
developing a portion of his o\\-n land and cultivating the same. By energy 
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and we11 directed industry he finally succeeded in making a good farm on 
which he has erected a number of substantial buildings, besides adding other 
improvements, and he now Eas a productive and well tilled place of one hun- 
dred and forty-nine acres, and a comfortable and convenient home of which 
he feels deservedly proud. As a farmer he is enterprising and his success 
has been very gratifying, as his independent circumstances attest. He has 
been a hard worker, but is now so situated as to render further continuous 
toil unnecessary, although he still gives personai attention to his farm and 
manages his interests with that ability which insures the greatest possible 
results. 

In matters pertaining to the development and growth of his township, 
he has not been a mere spectator, but, to the best of his ability, has contributed 
to bring about conditions that now obtain, besides lending his influence to 
every means for promoting the general welfare of his fellow men. He is a 
Republican in politics, but not a partisan, and from time to time his fellow 
citizens of Rolland township have elected him to various local positions, in- 
cl~ding that of school assessor. in which he proved a capable official who made 
every other consideration subordinate to the interests of those whom he 
served. 

While a resident of Ionia county. Mr. Guy married Sarah J. Pointer, 
who, like himself, is a native of Ohio, their union resulting in the birth of two 
chddren. Fred, the elder. having been accidentally killed in the woods while 
loading logs, his age at the time of the sad occurrence being thirty-four years. 
Edward, the second son, lives in Isabella county and is a farmer by occupation. 

REV. JOHN J. McALLISTER. 

Rev. John J. ?&ch!lister, the pastor of St. Henry's Catho!ic chnrch and 
one of the \\el1 knonn and popular cierg~men of the diocese to \\hicii his 
labors are confined, is a native of Michigan, born in the city of Alpena on 
April 28. 1878. After completing his preliminary studies in the schools of 
his native place, he entered the college at Montreal, Canada, where he laid 
broad and deep the intellectual foundation for his subsequent career in the 
priesthood and later pursued his theological studies in the Grand Seminary at 
Montreal. With a mind well disciplined by intellectual and professional train- 
ing, he was ordained priest at Grand Rapids on August 27, 1904, and im- 
mediately thereafter was stationed at St. Andrew's cathedral in that city 
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where he labored as assistafit pastor for something more than a year, during 
which time he gained the esteem and confidence of his superiors and greatly 
endeared himself to his parishioners. From Grand Rapids he was transferred 
to Eay City as assistant pastor of St. James church, where he labored with 
great acceptance for two years when he was made p.astor of St. Henry's 
church, Isabella county, his present charge. 

Father McAllister entered upon his duties and labors at St. Henry in 
November, 1907, and is prxtically the first regular pastor of the parish, al- 
though the building had been erected some years before and the locality 
visited from time to time by different priests who ministered to the spiritual 
needs of the Catholic residents in the vicinity. Since taking charge of the 
work Father McAllister has made a fine impression in the community, not only 
among his parishioners, but among the people generally, irrespective of church 
or creed, and thus f a r  his efforts have greatly strengthened the church, both 
numerically and spiritually, and the future outlook appears most encouraging. 
H e  is held in high esteem by the bishop and clergy, as  well as by the people 
with whom his lot has been cast, his many noble qualities of mind and heart 
commending him to Catholics and non-Catholics alike, and especially fitting 
him for the noble work of leading humanity to the higher life. Scholarly, 
devout and charitable, he wields a wholesome influence for good and well 
deserves the warm place in the hearts of the people which he holds. 

St. Henry's church is the outgrowth of a demand for a place of worship 
on the part of about twenty-five Catholic families that settled from time to  
time in the townships of Isabella and Vernon within a radius of several miles 
from the present building, which was erected in 1885. Later the number 
increased quite rapidly until there were fully one hundred families in the 
parish, and to  meet their wants, priests from other points visited them at  
intervals, but it was not until 1903 that a pastoral residence was erected and 
steps taken to make the parish an independent charge. For some years 
F ~ A L  ,,,,, -- J ~ h n  Engemman, of Superior, and Father Crowley, of Mt. Pleasant, 

visited the parish, but it was the coming of the present pastor in 1907 that 
marked a new era in the history of the church, which smce that time, under 
his wise and judicious leadership, has moved steadily forward to  higher and 
grander achievements and made its influence a power for good in the region 
round about. 

The laws of the diocese of Grand Rapids require, whenever possible, a 
parish school to be established in each parish. The work of erecting a school 
will begin next spring. 
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ANSEL L. MOODY. 

The enterprising farmer and respected citizen whose name appears at the 
head of this brief review v-as born in Eaton county, Michigan, September 
29, 1865, being a sonof  William H. and Rachel (Doxsie) Moody, a sketch 
of whom appears elsewhere in these pages. When fourteen years old he came 
with his parents to the county of Isabella and since then his life has been 
closely identified with the varied interests of the township now honored by his 
citizenship, his attention the meanwhile having been devoted to agriculture, 
which he early chose for his vocation. Previous to and for some time after 
coming to this county he attended the public schools and though not a scholar 
in the sense the term is usually understood, he is nevertheless quite me11 in- 
formed and possesses a valuable practical knowledge such as  schools and col- 
leges fail to impart. 

With the exception of four years during which he was engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber in Osceola county, this state, Mr. Mood., as already 
indicated, has devoted his time and attention to tilling the soil and as a farmer 
he easily ranks among the most successful and progressive men of his calling 
in the township of his residence. His home place of one hundred and eighty 
acres in Rolland tounship is admirably adapted to agriculture and fruit rais- 
ing, the soil being deep and exceedingly productive and the improvements 
among the best in the locality. One hundred and thirty acres are cleared and 
in cultivation and yield him a liberal income, in addition to  which he owns 
in the same township two hundred acres of stump land, which when cleared of 
obstructions and fitted for tillage will be among the best farm land in the town- 
ship, possessing as it does a fine fertile soil, capable of producing abundant 
crops of all the grains and vegetables grown in this latitude. 

Mr. Moody is a gentleman of keen perceptions and sound judgment and 
has so managed his affairs as to obtain the largest possible results. His agri- 
cultural interests have been mi te  rerr?nnerative and the energy ax! thrift dis- 
?!aye& in his !2kr hzre e~2h!ed hi:: t c  X C U T I ? : ? ! ~ ~ ~  2 s:???kient sx i ) . ! : :~  cf 
material wealth to place him among the financially solid and well-to-do men 
of his community. In his political allegiance he is a Republican and d d e  
ever zealous for the success of his party, he has no ambition to  gratify in the 
way of office or leadership. nevertheless, he has been elected from time to 
time to various public positicns of a local character. including, among others, 
that of highway commissioncr, in which he served for a period of two years. 
discharging the duties of the office in a very creditable and satisfactory man- 
ner. Believing in the efficacy of secret fraternal work, he has allied himself 



ISABELLA COUNTY, YICHIGAX. 695 

with several societies based upon this principle, being an influential member of 
the Masonic brotherhood, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Order 
of Gleaners. 

The  domestic chapter in the life of Mr. Moody bears date of December 
25,  1888, at  which time was solemnized his marriage with Blanche Bennett. 
daughter of David J. and Florence E. (Walker) Bennett, of Eaton county. 
Michigan, where Mrs. Moody was born on the 6th day of ,iugust, 1872. Mr. 
and Mrs. Moody haw had t ~ o  children, a son. Clyde, who died September 
10, 1904, in his fifteenth year. and Florence R., whose birth occurred on the 
4th day of May, 1902. 

LOREX C. PAYNE, M. D. 

A life devoted to the alleviation of human ills is the record of the well- 
known physician and surgeon whose name introduces this sketch. a gentleman 
whose professional career hx made his name a household word in hundreds 
of homes and who is endeared to  the many patients whose sufferings ha\e 
yielded to his skill. 

Dr. Loren C. Payne n as born in Salem, Washtenaw county. Michigan. 
February 17, 1848, and is 6 son of Barton and Maria (Cronkheit) Payne. 
natives of Ontario, Sex- 1'0-k These parents moved from the latter state to 
Michigan as early as 1838 and settled at River Rouge, near the city of De- 
troit, where they lived until returning to New York, four years later. Sub- 
sequently they again came to Michigan and for some years Barton Payne 
operated a flouring mill at  Farmington, Oakland county, but, owing to failing 
health, he afterwards discontinued that line of work and engaged in lumbering 
in the county of Shiawasser, where he was accidentall! killed at the age of 
fifty-two. 

Loren C. Payne spent his childhood and youth at  the various places 
mer?t;ond above and was fifteen years old at  the time of his father's death. 
Meanwhile he received such educational discipline as the common schools 
afforded and after the death of his father he began working on a farm for six 
dollars per month, with the promise of an increase of uages as he grew 
older, The money thus earned went to the support of his mother. whose 
mainstay he continued to be until her second marriage. a fen years later. 
When seventeen years old, he was emplo! ed in a woolen mill at Pontiac m here 
in due time he learned the trade of weaving, receiving for his services the 
sum of .fifteen dollars per week. the nages of a skillful workman. While 
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thus engaged he conceived a strong desire for the medical profession and as 
soon as the opportunity admitted he began preparing for the same at Ovid, 
in the office of Doctor Leonard, a successful physician of that town, under 
whose instructions he continued until entering the Bennett Medical College, 
Chicago, where he made rapid progress in his studies and researches. On 
leaving that institution in 1875, he opened an office at Eagle, Clinton county, 
where he remained six years, during which time he built up an extensive prac- 
tice and achieved honorable repute in his profession. 

At the expiration of the period indicated Doctor Payne located at West- 
phalia, in the same county, where he spent the ensuing two years and in the 
spring of 1883 transferred his office to Beal City, a new town just being 
started in Isabella county, which at that time consisted of about forty families, 
the majority from Westphalia, for which reason he decided to move -:&h 
them. When he first saw Beal City the place presented anything but a cheer- 
ful outlook as a field for practice, and he almost decided not to remain, but, 
taking counsel of his better judgment, also from the opinions of a number 
of his friends and former patrons, he finally opened his office and it was not 
long until his practice taxed him to the limits of his bodily powers. During 
his sojourn of nine years at that place his patronage, which grew rapidly from 
the beginning, took a very wide range and in a region fifteen miles in every 
direction from the town he was the principal practitioner and his services were 
in constaut demand. For several years he rode almost day and night and was 
out of the saddle only long enough to feed his horse and catch a few minutes' 
sleep, then away to see other patients elamorous for his help or to answer 
calls in localities remote from his place of residence. 

At the end of nine years Doctor Payne moved to Caldwell, or Two Rivers, 
a town ten miles west of Mt. Pleasant, but after spending two years there he 
sought a more favorable Md far the exercise of his talents in the latter city, 
where he located at the expiration of the time indicated and where during the 
r?im yexs  ensnicg he e~jcyed zn extezsive practive .xhic!: wzs successfz! 
,5iancia!!y xi6 piofeseoii~!!~-. The Doctor h i ~ g h t  a beautiful home iil >It. 

Pleasant which he still owns and was well situated to enjoy the fruits of his 
professional labors, but in 1 9 2  he was induced to make another change, 
perceiving, as he thought and as time fully demonstrated, a h e  opening at 
Weidman, then in the palmy days of its lnmbering interests and giving promise 
of future growth and prosperity. - 

Since moving to Weidman the Doctor has fully sustained his reputation 
as a safe and skillful physician and surgeon, and his practice, which is one of 
the largest in the county, is still increasing, and the place he occupies in his 
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chosen calling is second to that of few if any of his professional brethren in 
the central part of the state. He is still a student, keeps in touch with mod- 
ern professional thought and abreast of the times on all matters relating to 
the healing art, being a member of the Isabella County Medical Society and 
various other organizations which have for their object the advancement of 
medical science. Fraternally, he is a Mason of high degree, with which order 
he has been identified for thirty years, b2zngicg to Wacousta Lodge at Mt. 
Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant Chapier, Royal Arch Masons, the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and Knights ot the Maccabees at the same place, in all of which 
he is an active worker and influential in carrying out the principles upon 
which the societies are founded. 

Doctor Payne, in the year 1871, contracted a matrimonial alliance with 
Frances Lyons, of Oakland. county, Michigan, the union resulting in the 
birth of one child, a daughter, Minnie, who married Bert Leadman and who 
still lives with her parents. Doctor and Mrs. Payne hold to the Methodist 
creed and are active workers in the church at Weidman. Socially they are 
highly esteemed not only in their own community but in the various places 
where from time to time they have resided. 

IRVING MYERS. 

The subject of this sketch, the well known foreman of the Edwin Bell 
Company stave factory at  Shepherd and deputy sheriff of Isabella county, is a 
native of Fulton county, Ohio, born on the 13th day of December, 1863. 
When quite young he was taken to Paulding county, in the latter state, where 
he attended school until fourteen years of age, at which time he went to work 
in a stave mill, with which line of manufacture he soon became familiar and 
tcr vhich he has ever since devoted his time and attention. Leaving Ohio in 
:892, he came to Shepherd and accepted a position with the E. Bell Stave 
Company and after working in various capacities during the eight years en- 
suing and demonstrating more than ordinary skill and worth, he was pro- 
moted in 1900 foreman of the mill, which position he has since filled with 
credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his employers. 

When a young man Mr. Myers r d v e d  to do well what his hands found 
to do, and by adhering to this resolution he in dne time became master of the 
calling which he has so long followed and now holds a position which com- 
mands a liberal salary. By thrift, economy and good management, he has 



@8 ISABELLA CC'JNTY, MICHIGAN. 

made several judicious investments, owning, in addition to  a beautiful home in 
Shepherd, a good farm of one hundred twenty acres in Midland county. Michi- 
gan. which he rents and from which n o  inconsiderable part of his income is 
derived. Since becoming a citizen of this state he has manifested commend- 
able interest in public matters, kept in touch with political issues and current 
events and taken an active part in promoting the material prosperity of his 
town and county, besides filling from time to time important official pos~tions. 
In  I@ he was appointed deputy sheriff of Isabella county, which office he 
still holds, and during the last s i s  years he has been a member of the city 
council, doing much to promote various municipal interests in the latter 
capacity. 

Mr. Mjers is a man of strong personality, positive in his convictions, 
though broad minded and liberal in his relations with his fellow citizens. Of 
pleasing presence and easily approachable, he has a wide circle of friends, 
among whom he is quite popular and by the general public he is held in high 
esteem. His has been a very active life, amid the pressing claims of which 
he finds time to devote to social matters and to discharge the duties mhich 
every true citizen owes to the community. H e  is a married man and the head 
of a very interesting household, his domestic life dating from the year 1885, 
when he was united in marriage with Etta Montroy, a native of Canada, mho 
has borne him children as follows : Jennie, Clarence, John, Irving, Ione. Don- 
ald and Lucilie. all libing and. \\ ith the exception of John, who holds a poslt~on 
in :he city of Flint. this state. still members of the home circle. 

DANIEL COYNE. 

Among the prosperous business men of Isabella county, Michigan. the 
sl".ject sf this reriet- ~ c c q i e s  a dese-ii-ed!y cai ispi~oiis  place and the foilon - 
ing brief ~iitliiie of his saleer a i d  tribute to his uorrh shouid be perused by 
those whose life work is yet a matter of the future. Honorable in all of his 
dealings, considerate of the rights of others and a man whose influence has 
ever been on the side of right, his life has been fraught with good to his fel- 
lows and the world made better by his presence. Daniel Coyne is a native 
of Canada and a creditable representative of the large and respectable class 
of citizens who from time to time have moved from that country to the 
United States and taken a prominent part in the development and progress 
of the various jocdities i~ which they have settled. H e  was born November 
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14, 1861, in Peel county, Ontario, and is a son of Edm-ard and Mary (Johns- 
ton) Coyne, both of Canadian birth. the latter deceased, the former still a 
resident of Peel county where the greater part of his life has been passed. 

Daniel Coyne spent his childhood and youth in Brampton, a town of 
the above county, early became familiar with the various duties of the farm 
and at  intervals attended the public schools until acquiring a fair knowledge 
of the branches usually taught. Until eighteen years old he remained at 
home, assisting his father with the labors of the farm, but at that age he came 
to Isabella county, Michigan. and located on eighty acres of land in section 21. 

Isabella township, - .  

Not knowing what it was to eat of the bread of idleness. Mr. Coyne grew 
up to the full stature 0.f well rounded manhood and with proper conceptions 
of life, which to be successful he reaiized should be directed along the line 
of industry. Accordingly he bent all of his energies to the development and 
improvement of his land and in due season was rewarded 11-ith a farm which 
in point of productiveness and all the elements of a pleasant home \\-as not 
excelled by any other place ir! the township. During the next quarter of a cen- 
tury he lived and prospered as a tiller of the soil. but at the expiration of 
that time sold his farm and purchased of Thomas Gray & Son the elevator at  
Rosebush, where he has since been engaged in the grain business. The elevator 
which he .operates is twenty-four by one hundred feet in dimension and 
equipped with the most approved machinery ar.d a!l appliances for the handling 
of grain and it is needless to state that during the busy season its capacity is 
taxed to the utmost and that as much d ~ e a t .  oats. barley and corn are shipped 
from Rosebush as from any other town of its size in central Michigan. In 
addition to grain, Mr. Coyne deals quite extensively in lumber, salt. cement. 
etc.. in all of which he has built up a large and lucrative trade. his success 
since engaging in his present business fully meeting his expectations and re- 
turning him a handsome income. At one time he ran a meat market which 
pro:-ed quite r e ~ u n e r a t i x ,  but at the end of one year he disposed of the busi- 
IES. th~iigfi re:ainicg the b::i!ding. wE.ich E.e sti!! owns. He then began buy- 
ing and shipping cattle, which he carried on four or  five years, in connection 
kith agriculture and only discontinued his efforts in that line when he sold 
his farm and engaged in the business to  which he now gives his attention. 
- Mr. Coyne is a Democrst in politics, a Baptist in his religious belief, and 
for  several years has held the office of deacon in the congregation with which 
he is identified. H e  belongs to  the Gleaners and is an active member and 
influential worker in the Knights of Maccabees lodge at  Rosebush. in addition 
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to which he lends his influence to all worthy measures for the social advance- 
ment and moral good of the community in which he resides. 

Hannah Walton, wife of Mr. Coyne, was born in the year 1 8 6 2 ,  and has 
presented her husband with two children, the older of whom is Lorne, whose 
birth occurred in 1 8 9 4 .  After finishing the common school course, he entered 
the high s c h ~ i  dt ivit. Pleasant and he is there pursuing his studies at this writ- 
ing. Velma, the second in order of birth, saw the light of day in the year 
1905 and is a bright little miss and the light of the household. 

CHRISTIAN L. HOKEMEYER. 

The gentleman whose career is briefly outlined in this sketch is one of the 
substantial Germans who have become Americans by naturalization, but who 
nevertheless are loyal to the land of their adoption and ready, if need be, to 
make any sacrifice for its defense and perpetuity. Christian Hokemeyer was 
born October I, :gj; ,  in Hanover, Germany, and received a good education 
in the schools of his native place, which he attended until his sixteenth year. 
Like many of his fellow countrymen, he early decided to seek his fortune in 
the United States, accordingly at the age indicated he bade farewell to the 
scenes of his childhood and youth and, taking ship in 1875, arrived at his 
destination in due time, proceeded direct from the city of New York to Chi- 
cago, Illinois, near which place, a little later, he engaged in farming. After 
tilling the soil until 1880, he started a creamery which he operated near the !at- 
ter city during the seventeen years ensuing, at the expiration of which time he 
closed out his interests in Illinois and came to Shepherd, Michigan, where he 
found a favorable opening for the same kind of business. 

Shortly after his arrival here Mr. Hokemeyer erected a fine creamery 
which, equipped with the latest and most approved machinery and appliances 
for the manufacture of butter. he has since operated at its f~!! czpacit~. &icg 
a large business and realizing handsome profits from the enterprise. His 
patronage includes both the local and general trades and the average weekly 
output of thirty-five hundred pounds of first-class butter, which commands 
the highest market price, is not sufficient to supply the rapidly growing de- 
mand, hence he is considering the advisability of increasmg the capacity of the 
plant at no distant day. Mr. Hoke~eyer  is familiar with every rletail of the 
business in which he is engaged and has so conducted it that he is now on the 
high road to independence. Industrious, thrifty and economical, he makes 
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the most of his opportunities and those who know him best speak in high 
praise of his well balanced judgment and business acumen and predict for him 
a prosperous career in the enterprise to which his time and attention are being 
devoted. Personally, he possesses many of the sterling characteristics for 
which his nationality is distinguished, and since becoming a resident of Shep 
herd he has been interested in the prosperity of the town and lends his in- 
fluence and support to all laudable measures for the general welfare. Ere 
moving to Michigan, he was a regular attendant of the German Evangelical 
church, with which he has long been identified, but there being no organization 
of that body in Shepherd, ke now attends the various Protestant congrega- 
tions of the town besides contributing of his means to their support. 

Mr. Hokemeyer has been twice married, the first time to Minnie Bushe, 
after whose death he contracted a matrimonial alliance with Louise Schwer- 
man, his present wife, who was born in Hanover, Germany. April I, 1860. 
The following are the names of Mr. Hokemqer's children: Minnie. Lydia, 
Tillie. Mamie, Albert, Louis and Francis. all living and affording bright and 
pleasant hopes for the future 

JA%IES E. SMITH. 

Although among the ycunger citizens of Isabella county. both as to age 
and time of residence, the subject of this review has achieved distinctive suc- 
cess in the line of his calling and a position of influence in the tonnship n here 
he lives. 

James E. Smith mas born in Williams county, Ohio, on the 16th of 
March. 1876. and is the youngest of six children whose parents, Benjamin 
and Sarah (Gares) Smith, were also of Ohio birth and among the esteemed 
and 'v-e!!-:o& peqde ef Madism township Williams county. The early ex- 
perience of i112 siibjec: o r  ?-is f-.ther's farm wac qimilar in most respects to 
that of the majority of country lads, his time in summer having been taken 
up with labor in the fields and during the winter months he pursued his studies 
in the district school near his home. After obtaining a preliminary education, 
he completed a high school course, the discipline received being supplemented 
by a normal school training a t  Wauseon, Ohio. where he earned a creditable 
record as a student. While attending the above institution. he lived at home 
and continued his labors on the famiiy homestead until after attaining his ma- 
jority, the meantime forming plans for the future and laying broad and deep 
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the foundation for his subsequent career as an enterprising farmer and in- 
fluential man of affairs. 

After remaining in his native county until thirty years old, Mr. Smith 
came to Michigan and, in April, 1906, purchased seven hundred and twenty 
acres of land in Rolland township, Isabella county, about four hundred acres 
being improved. and on this farm he has since.lived as a prosperous tiller of the 
soil and made his influence felt in all matters relating to  the advancement of 
the community and the welfare of the populace. Though comparatively a 
recent comer and averse t o  any kind of publicity, the people of his township 
have not been slow to  recognize his ability and sterling worth, with the re- 
sult that he has been honored from time to time- with various official trusts 
and is today in no small degree a leader of thought and moulder of opinion 
among his neighbors and fellow citizens. 

Mr. Smith is pronounced in his allegiance to the principles and tradiiions 
of the Republican party and his wide general information, and familiarity with 
the leading questions and issues of the day give him considerable standing 
and influence as a local political leader. H e  keeps in touch with all matters 
upon which men and parties divide, has well grounded convictions concerning 
public affairs and his opinions, which he expresses freely and fearlessly when 
necessary, always carry weight and command respect. A believer in reveriled 
religion, he united with the Methodist Episcopal church a number of years 
ago and since then his daily liie and conversation have been consistent with 
the faith he professes, his wife being a Methodist also and deeply interested 
in the work of the local church where the two hold membership. 

On March 1 1 ,  1896 ,  in Williams county, Ohio. was solemnized the mar- 
riage of Mr. Smith and Dora Cummins. a native of the same county at:d 
state, the union resulting in the birth of three children, namely: Homer C., 
Everett S. and Benjamin N.: who, with their parents, constitute a mutually 
happy and contknted family circle. 

LVILLIS E. BROWN. 

Among the strong and influential citizens of Isabella county the record 
of whose lives have become an essential part of the history of this section, 
the gentleman whose name forms the caption of this biographical record oc- 
cupies a prominent place and for  years has exerted a beneficial influence here. 
His chief characteristics seem to be keenness of perception, a tireless energy, 



ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 7O3 

honesty of purpose and motive and every-day common-sense, which have en- 
abled him not only to advance his interests, but also to largely contribute to 
the moral and material advancement of the community. 

Willis E. Brown, editor and publisher of the Isabella County Republican 
at Shepherd, was born in Ohio, May 6, 1856. H e  is the son of Dr. Simeon 
C. Brown, who was born in 1825, and who became a prominent practitioner. 

Willis E. Brown went t o  schooi in Ohio before coming to Isabella county. 
Michigan. H e  went to schoal here until he was sixteen or seventeen years 
of age, attending school with Francis Dodds and J. M. R. Kennedy in a little 
frame school house. After leaving school he studied music with Prof. Benja- 
min and wife, of Ionia'county, Michigan, studying band and piano music with 
them nearly a year. H e  then taught music in different parts of Isabella 

.county, giving private lessons, going from house to house twice a week, mak- 
ing his visits in a buggy. He became widely known as a skilled musician 
and a very able instructor, and he continued in this line until he went in 
business with his father in 1879. H e  has been a band instructor since 1880. 
When living in Mt. Pleasant he organized the Fireman's Band, consisting of 
twenty-six pieces, and drilled them; he was aiso director of the City Band of 
Mt. Pleasant for five years. He is proficient on the cornet and, in fact, nearly 
every instrument in a band. 

Mr. Brown, his brother and father started the N o r t l ~ ~ ~ e s t e r ~ z  Tribune in 
Sak Rix-er, a i d  they ran this successfdly for nearly two years and then moved 
to Mt. Pleasant, continuing to issue the paper under the same name, and con- 
iinueci here foy seven years, during which time he built up an excellent prop- 
erty and his paper became a molder of public opinion under his able manage- 
ment. 

Mr. Brown was married in 1879, before moving to Mt. Pleasant. the 
ceremony uniting his fortuves with Ella Struble occurring on February 28th. 
She is the daughter of Dr. J. J. and Harriet (Osborn) Struble. They became 
zcqnaintec! in Ohio when children. and were married in Salt River, Michigan, 
their h ~ m e s  in the Buckeye state having heen hut three miles apart. and her 
parents moved to Salt River one year before the coming of the Brown 
family. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Brown two children have been born: Clark W., 
who is a clerk in the office of the secretary of state at Lansing, Michigan: 
he married Dora Brayton. Minnesota. Mae R. Brown is assisting her father 
in the management of the paper. 

After selling out his paper in Mt. Pleasant. Mr. Brown worked most of 
the following five years in the office of the E~tterprise, until October, 1893. 
He then came to Shepherd and started the Isabella Coztnty Repzlblicaiz, under 
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the firm name of W. E. Brown & Son, starting the paper on December ~ 4 .  
1893. Since that time he has moved four times, and has been in his present 
location two and one-half years. He has by judiGus management and close 
attention to business built -up a very fine-paper-w.hich- is rapidly growing in 
circulation and which is regarded as one of the-besredited papers oi its type 
in this section of the state. It is rendered valuable as an advertishg medium 
and is a newsy and popuiar sheet with all classes. 

Mr. Brown is a member of the Republican township committee, and he 
never loses an opportunity to foster his party's principles. Fraternally he is 
a member of th? Knights of the Maccabees, Tent No. 237, of Shepherd. 

NORRIS J. BRCWN. 

Though a comparatively recent resident of Isabeila county, there IS no 
more public spirited citizen or enthusiastic business man in Mt. Pleasant than 
hT. J. Brown, secretary-treasurer and general manager of the Mt. Pleasant 
Light and Fuel Company. He is one of those solid men of brains and sub- 
stance who give stability and prestige to a city. Having a keen appreciation 
of the inestimable value of civic improvement and commerc.ia1 supremacy. he 
is always alert in promoting and e~dorsing every enterprise that has for its 
object the moral and material betterment of the community. 

Mr. Brown became a citizen of Mt. Pleasant in 1904, but during. his 
residence there he has been particularly active in championing every move- 
ment calculated to improve his adopted city. 

Mr. Brown is a native of the Empire state, having been born in the town 
of Granby, Oswego county. New York, April 21, 18j2, the son of Erastus and 
Jane E. (Miller) Brown, both also natives of New York. 

Erastus Brown. a farmer by vocation, came from New York te Michi- 
gan in 1855. locating in Branch com+y, where he !i~ed nnti! 1860, u--heen lie 
removed to Ibnia county, living there until 1887, and finally settling in Mont- 
calm county, following, the meanwhile, the pursuit of an agriculturist. To 
him and Jane E. were born three children, viz: Emma, who is the wife of 
Jason Hicks. of Belding, Michigan; N. I., of this sketch, and Ida, who is 
the wife of William Lang, of Kalamazoo county, Michigan. The mother of 
these children died February 21, 1888. and in the year 1896 Erastus Brown 
married Mrs. Belle Grasely. 

Erastus Brown died in 1907, at the age of eighty-three years, in Mont- 
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calm county, Michigan. H e  was a man of fine habits, an indefatigable 
worker all through life, and the possessor of a comfortable competence. He 
mas a Methodist and a Prohibitionist. 

N. J. Brown received his primary education in the district schools of his 
community. At  the age of fourteen years he was advanced to the high 
school at  Portland, Michigan, from which he graduated in the classical course 
in 1871. At the age of sixteen years. however. he had begun teaching school 
in Ionia county, which he successfully followed there for five years. and then 
taught one year in Montcalm county. In  the meantime he had undertaken 
the study of law in the office of Hon. A. Williams, of Ionia, and was admitted 
as a member of the Ionia bar in 1873. H e  began practice in Montcalm county 
in 1875, and met with unuscal success from the srxt .  Always a popular and 
influential Republican, his fitness for official position was soon recognized by 
his party. For four years he was circuit court commissioner of Montcalm 
county and was then chosen prosecuting attorney, serving four years. As the 
state's attorney he was particularly aggressive and unusually successful. In  
1889 he was elected to the state Legislature from Montcalm county by a 
majority of four hundred and forty-one, whereas his predecessor had been 
elected by only one. As a member of the lower house, he was very active 
and efficient and was the author of several important bills. He was chairman 
of the committee on railroads and a member of the judiciary committee. His 
popularity gained for him the sobriquet "the big-hearted member from Mont- 
calm." 

In 1890 Mr. Bromn removed to Muskegon. Michigan. where he again 
met ni th flattering success as a lawyer and for one year was city attorney. 
Jn January. 1897, he removed from Muskegon to Grand Rapids, where he 
also commanded a prominent position as a lawyer and citizen. 

In 1904 Mr. Broan came to Mt. Pleasant and organized the Mt. Pleasant 
Light and Fuel Company. Primarily it was not his intention to  relinquish 
the practice of law, but later circumstances made it imminent, in order to 
better conserve his interests, that he assume personal charge of the concern. 
From the organization of the company to the buildlng of the plant, Mr. 
Bron-n has been the guiding genius of the institution. Among her public 
utilities there is none of which Mt. Pleasant has more just cause to  be proud 
than the service which is given by the Mt. Pleasant Light and Fuel Company. 
I t  is one of the most modern and upto-date plants to  be found in the state. 
while the quality of the gas, together with the service rendered, is of that char- 
acter which pleases the people and insures good dividends for the stockholders. 
The company is a close corporation, with a capital stock of seventy-five thou- 

'45) 
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sand dollars, Mr. Brown controlling a majority of the stock. They secured 
their franchise September 21, 1903, and work Was begun the following De- 
cember. The mains were laid in 1905, and the supplying of gas to the patrons 
began February I ,  1905. The company has ten miles of mains, and maintains 
a first class office on Broadway. 

Mr. Brown was married in Montcalm county, Michigan, December 2 I .  

1876, to Anna B. Pitcher, who was born in the state of New York in the year 
1852, the daughter of Joseph and Mary Pitcher, whose parents were pioneers 
of Michigan. To them came two children, Lula M., born February I ,  1878, 
and Wells B. Brown, who is associated with his father in the Mt. Pleasant 
Light and Fuel Company, being vice-president of the company and a director 
of the same. He was born December 4, 1883, and received his education in 
the schools of Muskegon and Grand Rapids, Michigan. He spent three years 
in the clerical department of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad Company 
offices at Grand Rapids, and in 1904 came to Mt. Pleasant with his father. 
He was married July 5, 1906, to Vivian Dodds, daughter of William Dodds, 
of Mt. Pleasant. Like his father, he is a man of fine business aptitude. 

Mrs. Anna B. Brown died July 5 ,  1 9 6 ,  and on October 23, 1908, N. J. 
Brown was married to Mrs. Eppa A. (Rich) Brown, of Grand Ledge, Michi- 
gan. a schoolmate of his boyhood. 

Fraternally, Mr. Brown is a Mason and an Elk. As previously stated, 
Mr. Brown has been an Influential factor in promoting the growth and de- 
velopment of his home city. He was the prime organizer of the Mt. Pleasant 
Board of Trade and was its first secretary. He takes an especial interest in 
everything that will conduce to the industrial improvement o i  the community, 
and iew cities can claim a more thoroughly progressive, public spirited, broad- 
minded citizen than he. 

This well known and esteemed citizen of Union township hails from 
Ohio, the state so prolific in great men, having been born in Maumee, Lucas 
county, on May 7, 1874- His father, John E. Farner, also a native of the 
Buckeye state, was born February 7, 1840, and when a young man married 
Catharine Dill, whose birth occurred on February 12, 1850. John E. Farner 
joined the One Hundredth Ohio Infantry at the breaking out of the Great 
Rebellion and served the full term of three years, during which he participated 
in some of the most noted campaigns and battles of the war and earned an 
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honorable record as a brave and gallant soldier. He and his estimable wife 
have b&n residents of Isabella county, Michigan, for some years and at this 
time live in the town of Mt. Pleasant, where they enjoy the confidence of a 
large circle of friends and acquaintances. Of their family of two children, 
the subject of this sketch is the first in order of birth, the second, a daughter, 
Maude, being the wife of D. R. Myers, a hardware merchant and respected 
citizen of Maumee, Ohio. The early life of Fred D. Farner was spent on 
the home farm in Lucas cocnty, where in due time he became famiIiar with 
the varied duties of agriculture and while still young matured plans for his 
future course of action and conduct. In the public schools of his native 
locality and the Davis Business College of Toledo, Ohio, he laid the founda- 
tion of a sound practical education and after assisting to cultivate the home 
place and helping manage the dairy until attaining his majority he began life 
upon his own responsibility, choosing for a vocation the honorable caliing of 
agriculture which he has since followed with the success and profit character- 
istic of the master of his calling. In the year 1903 Mr. Farner came to 
Isabella county, Michigan, and located on what is known as the Ferry place, 
one of the oldest farms in Union township, the first improvements on which 
were made by the Indians a number of years prior to the advent of the white 
man. In addition to the eighty acres in this place, he purchased forty acres 
adjoining and now has a beautiful and wen cultivated farm of one hundred 
and twenty acres where he carries on general agriculture, besides devoting 
considerable attention to da~rying, which adds very materially to his income. 
Since moving to his present place he has made a number of valuable improve- 
ments, including a fine barn, fifty by thirtysix feet, which admirably answers 
all the purposes for which intended, also an eighty-five-ton silo, besides a large 
amount of fencing and ditching, the latter consisting of something in excess 
,f four hundred rods, resulting in the reclaiming of a number of acres of fine 
land and greatly enhancing its productiver~ss. As a farmer, Mr. Farner 
is easily the peer of 21137 ~f his neighbors similarly engaged, being industrious 
an2 progressi\-e 'In 5 s  i&x am? ?x!ie~izg in mcckz iir.pn?ve?ne>ts. uaricus 
kinds of which he has adopred to his great advantage from a financial point 
of view. By w& difetted i a h ,  good management and economy he has not 
mly w e n  his farm in splendid condition and made it one of the most de- 
s i raw nxal homes in Union township, but with commendable thrift he has 
added contimwudy to his mems, until he is now in independent iirc~mstances 
with a s\l%cien~y of fl~terial wealth a t  h k  mmmazd tc iasure his future 
against $ny ordinay contingency that may arise. 

Interested in a11 that relates to agricu&ure,.he has been a leading spirit 
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in Union Grange No. 1220, which organization he served six years as secre- 
tary and to the success'of which he has contributed in various ways. He also 
held the position of school director for six years, besides having served as 
trustee and clerk of the local branch of the United Brethren church, to which 
he and his wife belong. 

Mrs Farner was formerly Daisy Rowe, the accomplished daughter of 
Rev. Jacob A. and Nancy (Drake) Rowe, the father born May 13, 1850, in 
Shelby county, Ohio, the mother in the year 1851, in the same state, their 
residence at the present time being Chapin, Michigan, where Mr. Rowe is 
engaged in the ministerial work of the United Brethren church. After re- 
ceiving a preliminary training in the public schools Mrs. Farner completed a 
high school course in Swanton, Ohio, and, as already indicated, she is a lady 
of culture and refinement whose beautiful life and gentle influence have not 
only made her home a very happy one. but also rendered her cpite popular in 
the community where she resides. She too is an active worker in the Grange 
and since childhood has been deeply interested in the church and Sunday 
school, also being at this time a respected member of the congregation with 
which identified and zealous in promoting all worthy movements for the intel- 
lectual and moral advancement of those with whom she mingles. No citizen 
of Union township stands as high in public esteem as Mr. Farner. -1lthough 
comparatively a young man, his career has been signally successful and what 
he has already achieved bespeaks for him a bright and promisiilg future. In- 
telligent, enterprising and public spirited, he stands for progress and improve- 
ment. and on all moral issues his voice and influence are on the side of the 
right as he sees and understands the right. 

ROBERT L. KENNEDY. 

T s  the perssr, trzx!isq L br a rri!n-q =cross IsaSe!!a county in :his day i: 
seems almost incredible that only a few decades ago almost every foot of land 
was covered with a dense forest through which even the light of day scarcely 
penetrated. But such was the fact. The tide of civilizatiorr swept westward 
and inntunerable hands have removed the great woods. but not without toil and 
hardship. This \\-ould never have been done had it not been for  the fertile 
soil beneath and the comfortable homes that awaited the efforts of the settlers. 
The task was a long one, b ~ t  repaid the pioneer well for his tria!s and labor. 
Robert L. Kennedy, one of the well known and progressive farmers of Isabella 
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township, passed through just such experiences. H e  has certainly played well 
his part in letting in the sunlight to the fertile acres and causing the wheat and 
corn to thrive on the site of the virgin forests, and because of his life of in- 
dustry and honesty and his public spirit he is justly entitled to rank among 
the leading citizens of his locality and have a place in its history. 

Mr. Kennedy was born of a sterling old Canadian family, his birthplace 
being in Oxford county, Ontario, Canada, and the date April 10, 1842. H e  
grew to maturity in his native community and was educated there. H e  has 
made farming his chief life work and has been very successful in this line of 
endeavor. H e  left Canada when twenty-eight years of age and went to Kan- 
sas where he remained six years engaged in farming. H e  then came to Wash- 
tenaw county, Michigan, where he lived three years. H e  then came to 
Isabella county, and settled in section j ,  Isabella township, on one hundred and 
twenty acres of timbered land. There was not so much as a road through it 
or  around it. But he set to n-ork with a will and cleared it and soon had a 
very comfortable home and an excellent farm which he has kept improving 
from time to time until it ranks with the best in the township. In 1900 he 
built a n  exce!!ent barn, forty-four by eighty feet, with a basement beneath. 
He has eight hundred yards ~f wire fence, and has a splendid and cozy dwell- 
ing, in fact, everything to make life desirable in the country. 

Mr. Kennedy is a well educated man and keeps well posted on current 
events and abreast of the times in modem thought. Besides a good common 
school education he attended the Bryant & Stratton Business College in 
Buffalo, New York. H e  is a faithful member of the Baptist church and a 
liberal supporter of the same and is a deacon in the local congregation. H e  
is also a Bible class teacher and superintendent of the Sunday school, having 
held these offices for several years, in fact. he is a pillar of the local church. 
His wife is also a great church worker, is president of the Ladies Aid Society 
and teaches in the Sunday school. l i k e  her husband, she is influential in the 
community and has a host of warm personal friends. Politically, Mr. Ken- 
nedy is a Repuhlicnn, bzt he has never fiLgured prominently in political matters. 

Mr. Kennedy was married in Canada when txenty-six years of age to 
Alta M. Fitch, who was born of a fine old family. in 1848. This union has 
been blessed by the birth of the following children: James S.. who married 
Elizabeth Lyon. is principal of the East Saginaw central school. H e  was the 
first male graduate of the Central State Normal: Frank. a printer, married 
Alice Cummings and lives in Los Angeles, California; Hattie, the eldest. mar- 
ried Oren Culver and lives in Frankfort. Michigan; Gertrude married George 
Robinson and lives in Seattle : Robert. a graduate of the Central State Normal, 
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married Edna Wier and lives in Bay City ; Howarci, who iras remained single, 
lives in the state of Washington; Florence married R. F. Hughes and lives 
in Los Angeles. These children were all given the advantages of a good 
education. were reared in a most wholesome home atmosphere and are well 
launched in the affairs of the world, all highly respected in the communities 
where they reside. 

The descendant of sterhng Scottish ancestors, whose many fine traits 
have come down io him, Wi!lard McCullum has directed his efforts along such 
legitimate lines as to be worthy of ranking with the leading agriculturists 
and citizens of Nottawa township, Isabella county. He has shown himself 
to be a man of courage, self-reliance and of the utmost integrity of purpose, 
as a result of which. he has. during his entire life, stood high in the estima- 
tion of his neighbors and friends and is therefore deserving of a place in thts 
book. 

Mr. McCdlum was born on June 17, 1859, in Franklin county, New 
York. He is the son of John McCullum. who was born in Scotland. He 
was a seafaring man and came to New York city as a sailor. He married 
Ekalitie Martin, a iiatite of the state of S e x  Tork and their mion resulted 
in the birth of these children : Lily Jane is living in Jackson county, Michigan; 
Calvin lives in Clinton county, this state; Henry lives in Jackson county; 
Willard. of this review. 

The subject of this review remained at his parental home until he was 
twenty-one years of age, working on the home farm and attending the neigh- 
b r i ng  schools. He then came to Jackson county, Michigan, and, liking the 
prospects there, decided to cast his lot in that county. While living there he 
met 2nd mzrriec! Ema!ir?e Tcwne, who lvas h r n  March 17, 1883, at Jacksor? 
City. To this cnion these chi!dren hare been Sorn - Inez is !iring at  hcxe ax! 
is teaching school; Sabry, who married Bennet Humbret, is living in Nottawa 
township; Mildred is teaching school and living at home: Iva and Irene are 
living at home. 

Mr. McCullum remained in Jackson county six gears, engaged in farm- 
ing principally, and he bought one kindred acres of first class land. This was 
daring the pmic of 1883 and 1884. In April, 1887, he came to Isabella 
county, and after he had lived here a year he settled an the place which he now 
occupies and which he has brought up to a high state of improvement and cult;- 
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vation. I t  consisted of forty acres o f  timbered land. H e  cleared it unaided 
and built. at  first. a small log house. His dwelling is now well worth two 
thousand dollars. is well furnished and has a good cellar and a furnace, and a 
wind-mill stands nearby. H e  has modem farming machinery and his place 
indicates that he is a very progressive agriculturist. His one hundred acres 
is high grade land and yields abundant harvests, is well fenced and in good 
shape in every way. H e  has a splendid orchard of two acres and some other 
small fruit. H e  keeps various kinds of live stock and a considerable part of 
his income is derived from them. His land is all under cultivation and in a 
high state of improvement. 

Poiitically, Mr. McCullum is a Republican and he attends the Disciple 
church at Gilmore. H e  has held several minor offices in his township, but is 
nat a politician. H e  has, besides his house and barn, another dwelling and 
barn on his place in which his daughter Sabry and her husband live. In the 
fall of 1900 he built an excellent barn with a basement, thirty-six by sixty 
feet. He raises mostly hay, corn, beans and wheat, besides large numbers 
of live stock, as already indicated,. and he is very successful in all his opera- 
tions. 

CHART.ES H. GOULD. 

The gentlemau whose name appears above is a native of Branch county, 
Michigan, and a son of George and Lida Gould, both of this state. The 
father, whose birth occurred in 1856. died in the year 1893 ; the mother, a ho 
survived him, is living at  this time in the county o i  Van Buren. 

Charles H. Gould was born April 12, 1880, spent his childhood and 
youth on the family homestead in California township of his native county. 
received a conmion school education and remained with his parents until his 
twenty-first year. On attaining his majcrity he severed home ties and went 
to Macosta county, but after spending a few months there he came to Xt. 
Pleasant and engaged with Mr. Rogers to learn the jexeier's trade. During 
the four years he was under the instruction of that gentleman he became 
quite a skillful workman, and at  the expiration of the time indicated he es- 
tahlished himself in business at Rosebush, where he has since remained. 

In addition to conducting a general jewelry establishment and doing the 
work which necessarily belongs to  that line, he also conducts an undertaking 
business, having become familiar with the latter while learning his trade. 
From time to  time he added other lines of goods, such as hardware, iurniture, 
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etc., and is now the proprietor of a general store, with a custom which is 
steadily growing in magnitude and importance. 

Mr. Gould is a young man of-great energy and fine business talent and 
his success since locating at Rosebush has more than justified his venture. as 
the rapid advancement of his establishment attests. H e  is enterprising and 
public spirited. takes a n  active interest in all that pertains to the growth of 
the town and lends his inflvence to every laudable measure for the general 
welfare of his fellow men. Fraternallv. he holds membership with Lodge 
No. 519, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has passed all the 
chairs, a ~ d  religiously is identified with the Church of Christ. Sci,:ntist. at  
Mt. Pleasant, to which organization hi5 wife also belongs. Since old enough 
to  exercise the rights of citizenship. he has manifested a lively interest in 
political matters and as a Republican he wields a strong infltlence for his 
party in his part of the couixy, being one of its leaders and trusted counselors 
in the community where he resides. H e  is now serving his third term as 
township clerk. in which ofice he demonstrates ability of a high order. as 
well as proving faithful to every trust reposed in him by his fellow citizens. 

On the 12th day of October, 1906, Mr. Gould entered the marriage rela- 
tion with Gertrude Jeffords. She was born August 25. 1878. being a daugh- 
ter of Jason and Evalyn Jeffords, of Isabel!a county. Mrs. Gould is a lady - 
of intelligence and varied culture. highly esteemed by the socizl circles in 
whch she moves and by her beautiful life and amlable qual~tles has gamed 
the friendship and good will of all with whom she comes in contact. 

S. P. MURTHA. 

Among the leading farmers and stock raisers of Coe township is the 
gentleman whose name appears a'oove. f i e  also holds worthy prestige as a 
cirizen and is a creditabie representative of fhat iaige and eminently respectable 
class of people who by deeds rather than words give stability t o  the body 
politic and by their influence honor the communities in which they reside. 
S. P. Murtha was born August 6, 1846. in Ionia county, Michigan, being a 
son of - and Ann (Hoy) Murtha, natives of Ireland, but for a number 
of years prior to that date residents of the United States. When the subject 
was eight years old, his parents moved to  Isabella county and settled on a 
quarter section of land in Coe township which the father bought, later secur- 
ing an additional eighty acres which. with the original purchase, he sub- 
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sequently divided among his children. Young Murtha grew up in close 
touch with honest toil and received a fair educational training in such schools 
as were taught in this part of the country in an early day. Reared a farmer. 
he early decided to make agriculture his vocation, accordingly when old 
enough to begin life for himself he received eighty acres of land from his 
father n hich he at  once began to improve and which by his effective labors 
was in due time cleared and in cultivation. 

Mr. Murtha's career as a tiller of the soil has been entirely satisfactory 
as his fine farm and excellent improvements attest. and it is no disparage- 
ment to others to  claim for him a place in the front rank of Isabella county's 
most enterprising and succersful agriculturists. In connection with general 
farming he devotes considerable attention to the breeding and raising of high 
grxde live stock, which returns him a hmdsome income. and he also realizes 
no small sum from the fine cows which he always keeps, there being about 
ten of these superior animals on his place at  the present time. 

Mr. Murtha is a member of Lodge No. 239, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, at Shepherd, and has passed all the chairs in the same, besides repre- 
senting the organization twice as a delegate to the grand lodge. He belongs 
to  the Knights of the Macczbees a t  the zbove place, also being an influential 
worker in the society and at intervals has been honored by his brethren with 
important official trusts. 

The domedic life of Mr. Xurtha dates from Decem7cer g, 1877, at  
which time was solemnized his marriage with Catherine Gruber, of Coe tocn- 
ship, this county, five children resulting from the union, namely: Montel. 
deceased: Nellie, ~ h o  lives in Idahc: Mildred. wife of Harry Wetzel; Xr- 
thur, a student in the medical department of Michigan University at  Ann 
Arbor. and Dale, who lives at home. 

The father of the subject came to America when eleven years of age 
and for some time thereafter lived in Vermont. From that state he went to 
Ken- l7ork. thence, after soze  years, removed to Imia county, Michigan. 
nilere he engaged in agr i rdtxa!  gursuits 2x2 where he resided unti! !+ re- 
moval to Isabella county a3 already stated. Here he secured valuable real 
estate which he divided among his children and during his residence in this 
county he became widely and favorably known and stood liigh as an intelli- 
gent and public-spirited citizen. Ann Hoy, mother of the subject, was born 
in the same part of Ireland in which he first saw the light of day and both 
made the voyage to the United States on the same vessel. They knew each 
other from childhood and \\-ere married in New York, the following children 
being the fruits of their union: Thomas, Michael and Elizabeth. who are 
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deceased; S. P., of this review; George, who married Mary Stouble and lives 
in Mt. Pleasant; Arthim-, also a resident of Isabella county; Sarah. wife of 
John Young, lives in California, and Richard, who married Elizabeth Rodder, 
makes his home in the latter state. 

JOSEPH W. FATE. 

The subject of this sketch is essentially a business man and as such has 
made his influence felt among his contemporaries. besides rising to a promi- 
nent place as a public spirited citizen. Like many of the enterprising men to 
whom Michigan is greatly indebted for its material prosperity and present 
proud position among its sister states, he is a native of Canada, having been 
born in Bruce county, Ontario, on the 7th day of July, 1871, being a son of 
Joseph H. and Rachel (Schwoob) Fate, of English and Ck-man descent re- 
spectively. When Joseph W. was about two and a half years of age his par- 
ents moved to Mecosta county, Michigan, and settied on a tract of land which 
had been partially cleared 2nd on which he grew to maturity, assisting his 
father with the labor of improving and cultivating the farm when old enough 
for his services to be utilized. In the district schools he obtained a fair 
knowledge of the branches taught, and ~t the age of sixteen began making his 
own way in the world by working in the lumber woods. During the fourteen 
consecutive years which he devoted to that kind of labor, he was employed 
principally in drawing logs. which experience. although hard at times and 
rough, served to develop a strong, vigorous physique and aroused in him a 
self reliance and spirit of manly independence which have served him well in 
his subsequent career as an enterprising and progressive business man. 

At the expiration of the period indicated above, Mr. Fate discontinued 
lumbering and engaged in the grain trade at Remus. this state. in partnership 
with D. M. Mansfield. the firm thus constituted lasting six and a half years, 
during which time they greatly extended the scope of their operations, built 
up a large and lucrative patronage and became widely and favorably known as 
enterprising and eminently honorable business men. Severing his connection 
with his partner in the spring of Iwj, Mr. Fate came to Blanchard, where he 
was instrumental in erecting the large wareliu~3e which has proved of such 
advantage to the village and adjacent country and which, occupied at the pres- 
ent time by J. W. Fate & Company. has made the iuwn one of the most im- 
portant local trading points in Isabella county. 
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In addition to handling grain, the company deals extensively in a11 kinds 
of produce, thus affording a fine and easily accessible market which is greatly 
prized by the farmers throughout a large area of territory. Mr. Fate is an 
intelligent, wide-awake man, thoroughly devoted to his business affairs and 
deeply interested in all that makes for the material growth and development 
of the community. H e  keeps in touch with matters of public import, is alive 
to  the leading questions of the day and as  a neighbor and citizen enjoys the 
confidence of all with whom he has relations, business or otherwise, and it is 
a compliment worthily bestowed to class him xith the leading men of the 
county in which he lives. 

As a member of the school board hir. Fate has done much to  promote 
the educational interests of the cornmuni~~ an6 in private capacities his influ- 
ence has ever been used for the good uf his fe!!ow men. Fraternally, he 
belongs to the Modern U700dmen of America. 

On July 19, 189 j, in the town of Remus, Mr. Fate was united in marriage 
with Margaret Seitz, whose birth occurred in Ontario and who lived in that 
province until her sixteenth !ear. when she came to Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Fate have a beautiful home which is made interesting by the presence of three 
children. Martha E., Gertrude S. and Margaret R. 

LINUS D. ESTEE. 

Among those persons :rho. by virtue of their strong individual qualities. 
earned their way to  a high staoding in the estimation of their fellow citizens, 
having by sheer force of c!laracter and persistency won their way from an 
hurllble beginning t o  a place of prominence and influence in the communitj 
I V ~ I ~ I - e  they were active in industrial affairs, the late Linus D. Estee is entitled 
to special mention in a volume of this character. H e  was a man whom 
ereryoze x!mired. living, and now that he has taken up his abode in the 
"windon-less palaces of rest" hi$ memory is revered by a very wide circle of 
fricnds and acquaintances, and the young man hesitating where the highways 
divide could take no better model in shaping his career than to follow that 
of Mr. Estee. 

Born on March 1 8 ,  ISSO, in Chautauqua county. New York, his parents 
b r o ~ ~ g h t  him to Michigan when he mas five years of age, his father buying 
one hundred and sixty acres of land in Coe township, Isabella county. for 
~vhich he paid fifty cents per acre and which subsequently became very vah~a- 
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ble land. Here Linus D. Estee assisted in clearing and developing the place, 
living at  home until his marriage. Advantages for obtaining an education in 
those early days were meager, but he attended the district schools during the 
winter months for a time, later "picking up" a great deal of miscellaneous 
knowledge. When twenty years of age he was married in Pennsylvania to 
Sarah Miller. whose death occurred in Pennsylvania, on January 12, 1884. 
While living there he adopted a baby, Claude Hannett, who assumed the name 
of Estee. On March 28, 1886~ Mr. Estee mzrried Nettie J. Campbell. a 
representative of an excellent old family, being the daughter of James and Eu- 
phema (Nelly) Campbell. They were married in Coe township, Isabella 
county, Michigan, this union being without issue. After his first marriage. 
Mr. Estee lived on his father's farm until he purchased a farm adjoining that 
of his father, also bought a little in another place, making in all fifty-one 
acres. H e  erected a house and barn and lived on the place until about 1904. 
making a pronounced success in his farming and stock raising operations. 
I-Ie then moved to Shepherd, where he lived some time before moving into 
the present beautiful Estee home. I t  is an elegant and substantial house of 
cobble stones and cement blocks. I t  is one of the most pretentious and is the 
best built dwelling in Shepherd, and here the many friends of the family 
aln ays found an old-time hospitality and good cheer prevailing. 

Before the death of his first wife, Mr. Estee conducted the Exchange 
hotel in Mt. Pleasant about a year. H e  took his wife to her home in Penn- 
sylvania and there her death occurred. Soon afterwards he worked in Mt. 
Pleasant for Carr & Granger in the elevator business. H e  did well at what- 

. ever he ~mdertook, and when the railroad was built into Shepherd he came 
here and went into business with the Mr. Hannett referred to above, in 
1886, which partnership continued from the spring of 1886 until 1893, when 
the partnership was suspended. and until about 1900 the subject conducted 
the business alone in a very successful manner. then took his adopted son, 
Claude, in with him. .From 19 untii about three years before his death he 
attended to the buying. lea\:ing young Estee to take charge of the books and. 
in fact, to look after the principal part of the business. The death of Mr. 
Estee occurred on September 6. 1907, after having been in failing health for 
two or three years. H e  was a highly honored and influential man. beloved 
and respected by all, and at  his death the local paper said: "In the death of 
Mr. Estee the village suffers the loss of a foremost and progressive citizen. 
one who was allied with every suhstantial improvement looking toward the 
wdfare of Shepherd and his interests were unselfish. Mr. Estee has added 
greatly in making our village the good market point that it is today. H e  
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wi!l be greatly missed, both in his home and outside, as  he was a great home 
body. a good provider, and always thoughtful of the poor." 

Mr. Hannett, who was his partner in business for several pears, speaks 
very highly of him, and when he $aid that Mr. Estee was always very we]! 
known. having lived in the community nearly all his life and was in busi- 
ness that would bring him in touch with all classes of people u ho always knew 
him to  be honest in all his dealings, a truth was stated and a very great com- 
pliment was paid him. 

Mr. Estee was a noted sportsman, enjoying greatly a fishing or  hunting 
trip. but these were taken mostly on his own land, his large ranch, consisting 
of eizht hundred acres in Clare county near Lake George, known as the 
"Estee Ranch," furnishing plenty of recreation in this direction. H e  was very 
successful as a business man. being a keen observer, a man of splendid judg- 
ment and foresight and his scrupulously honest methods won and retained 
the confidence of all classes. By his own indomitable courage and perse- 
verance he accumulated a large amount of valuable property and a handsome 
competence. While he was a public-spirited man and always willing to do 
his £ d l  share in promoting the general interest of his locality, yet he was 
not an office seeker and held only a few minor ones, for he preferred to de- 
vote most of his time to his individual affairs. H e  was interested in the 
Commercial State Bank of Shepherd. H e  was not a strong partisan, pre- 
ierring to vote for the iuan ~ l l o i n  he deemed best fitted for the cffice sought. 
rather than for the party. Fraternally he s t ~ c d  high in the Free and Accepted 
Masons of Salt River, being a Master Mason. Like her honored and popular 
husband. Mrs. Estee, a woman of many fine attributes, is a favorite uith a 
wide circle of friends. whom she delights to  gather a t  her elegant and neatly 
kept home. 

GEOXGE -4LBERT PTTTS. 

The record of George Albert Pitts, a leading farmer of Isabella town- 
ship, is that of an enterprising gentleman who worthily upholds ar, honored 
family name and whose life, for  many years. has been very intimately asso- 
ciated with the material prosperity and moral advancement of the locality 
mhere he 1-esides, and, during the most progressive periods of the history of 
this vicinity, he has always been found on the right side of questions looking 
to the development of the same, and he has at  the same time won an enviable 
reputation for honesty and wholesome living. 
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Mr. Rtts was born in Grandville, Washington county, New York. on 
January 12, 1857. He is the son of John and Mary (Wright) Pitts. The 
father was born in Connecticut in 1825 and died in 1860, and the mother \\-as 
born in Rutland county, Vermont, in 1819, and she and Mr. Pitts were mar- 
ried in Washington county. New York. Their children living are James 
W., s f  Nottawa township, this county; John, a soldier in the Union army, 
died at the battle of Resaca Georgia; Rosanna. who married R. J. Skinner, 
lives in Gilrnore township; Elizabeth, who married Thomas License, lives in 
Vermont; Amanda married Jerry Fuller and lives in Rutland, Vermont; 
George, of this review. The parents of these children spent most of their 
lives in the state of New York. They were excellent people and highly 
respected by all who knew them. 

George A. Pitts was nine years of age when he accompanied his parents 
from his native community to Oswego county, New York. He had attended 
school some in the former place and he grew to manhood and finished his 
education in the latter, remaining there until he was twenty-seven years of 
age. The subject's mother was twice married and George A. worked on the 
farm of his stepfather. He learned the trade of stone mason and worked 
at that practically all the time while he lived in Oswego county when he was 
not farming, and he was married while living there, choosing as a life part- 
ner the daughter of a good old family, Mary Seymour, who was born Sep- 
tember 6, 1862, at Constailtia. Oswego county, New York. She is the 
daughter of George and Hzrrkt (Clock) Seymour and was married to Mr. 
Pitts on May 9, 1879. 'i'iiey lived in their home country five years after 
their marriage, Mr. P i t s  working at his trade; he made money and saved it, 
so that when hi: n~oved to hatella connty, MichiSn, and settled in Gilmore 
township. he was enabled to buy forty acres of good land in section 35, m d y  
ail of which was timbered, of which he clearec! five or six acres. He kept i!:e 
place about three years, then sold out and began preaching, going 011 a tour 
to Gladwin and Midland co~mties, remaining away three years and doing a 
great amount of good in this work. His health failing, he finally, in 1896, 
came back to Isabella county and settled on his present place on section 23, 
Gilinore township, buying twenty acres a t  first, then twenty acres more in 
1900. He has cleared most of Ihis a d  made ad improvements, bringing it 
up to a 'igh standard of efficiency and causing it to rank with the leading 
farms of the community. Fie f i ~ t  lived in a log ho*e, but this was butned 
on September 5, 1903, losing lieaviiy and having no insurance. H e  then 
remodeled an oid store building anti has made a very comhrtaMe home out 
of it. 
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The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Pitts : Albert E.. 
born in 1887, married Gertrude Teachout and they are living irfGilmore and 
have one child; Bertha May, born in 1885, married W. W. McNeill and 
they are living in Gilmore township; John L., born in 1888, married Beszie 
Robinson and is living in Centralia, Washington; Blanch B., born in 189, is 
unmarried and she is employed in an insurance office in Saginaw ; Walter C., 
born in 1896, is living at home. 

Mr. Pitts made himself a preacher, having devoted a great deal of home 
study to the Bible and such other literature as would be of service to him. He 
still does a great deal of work as a mason, in fact, he has done more building 
than any other one man in the township, both as a brick and stone mason 
and as a carpenter, and his work, always being of a very high grade, is in 
great demand. 

Religiously, Mr. Pitts is a Free Will Baptist, and in politics he is a Re- 
publican. He is at present serving his fourth term as supervisor of Isabella 
township. That lie is popular in this office and has done his work well is 
shown by the fad  that at the election in the spring of 1910 he received a much 
larger majority than he had ever been given before. 

Mr. Pitts has a house-moving outfit and he does a general contracting 
business. This takes most ~ l f  his time. so that he farms but little. He has 
always taken an interest in township aEairs. He has been a member of the 
Grange for five years and is a charter member of the local arbor of Gleaners. 
No. 457, at Stony Brook, having been chief of the same two and one-half 
years, and he has also held office in the Grange. . 

WILLIAM HUMMEU.  

Tne 'u'niteci States can boast oi no Se:ter or more !.~::.-2bidi~g d2ss cf 
citizens than the great number of German people 11-?lo h i e  f ~ i i d  homes iv-ithiii 
her borders. Though holding dear and sacred the beloved mother country, 
they are none the less devoted to the fair country of their adoption. Among 
this class is William Hummeil, a thrifty farmer of Broomfield township, Isa- 
bella county, who for a number of years has been 0r.e of the leading citizens 
of the same, having labored hard not only for his own advancement. but also 
for the good of the community, his efforts having been abundantly repaid 
with financial success and the esteem of his fellow men. 

Mr. Humrnell was born near Strahleshund, Prussia, Germany, on De- 
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cember 18, 1855. H e  is the son of Gustav and Sophia Hummell, the former 
of whom was born in Prussia in 1812. and the latter born there in 1812, a 
native of the same village as the father of our subject. They came to Ameri- 
ca in the fall of 1869; the father, having been blind in one eye, and not phy- 
sicallv strong, was exempt from the usual military service in his native coun- 
try. He believed he could better his condition by coming to America. H e  
settled in Oakland county, Michigan, and worked out by the daj on a farm. 
remaining there untll the s p i n g  of 1873, when he came to Isabella county 
and settled on his present place. consisting of eighty acres. His family con- 
sisted of the following children: Charles is living in Detroit; Theodore is 
deceased, dyicg in 1910: Fred lives in Macomb county, this state: Gustav also 
lives in that county; William. of this review. The father of these children 
died in 1890 and the mother about 1895. 

William Hummell was fourteen years of age when he accompanied his 
parents to the United States. H e  had attended school in his native country. 
but he received no schoolin: here. H e  was seventeen years of age when he 
came to Isabella county anri helped his father clear the place he bought, 
which was heavily wooded. H e  worked in the woods during the winter and 
had a pretty hard time of it at first. He built a little log house. started with 
practically nothing, and he has, by hard work and persistent effort, accumu- 
lated a very comfortable conpetency and now has a good farm and a good 
home. His father paid three dollars per acre for ti& land. The son has 
kept it well improved and carefully tilled the soil so that it has lost none of 
its original fertility and strength. The father was old when he came to this 
country, so the son lived with his parents during their lifetime and fell heir 
to  the farm of eighty acres. H e  erected in 1903 a comfortable, roomy and 
substantial dwelling, with a cellar under its entire length. H e  has a good barn, 
under which is a cement basement, and good outbuildings in general. H e  has 
a splendid apple orchard of two acres and everything about his place indi- 
cates g o ~ !  managernext and c~mfor t .  h s  plenty of smz!! fruit and is a 
general farmer and stock raiser. H e  aiid his father 1i;eiaIly hen ed the place 
out of the wilderness and brought it to its present high state of cultivation, 
Mr. Hummell now ohns  two hundred acres of as fine land as this locality can 
boast. Some of the place is used for pasturing purposes. He has been suc- 
cessful as a general farmer and has a right t o  be proud of his place. H e  has 
been an interested spectator to the county's growth ~ h i c h  he has nitnessed 
all along the line. from the wilderness to its present thriving condition, and 
he is well known in the community and highly respected. He is a member 
of the Lutheran church at  Mt. Pleasant. H e  was township treasurer for 
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twelve years and superintendent for eight years, also justice of the peace for 
one term, filling the positions with credit to  himself and to the satisfaction of 
all. Politically he is a Republican. 

PETER J. MARTHEY. 

The subject of this review, a prosperous farmer and stock raiser, is an 
Ohio man, born in Holmes county, that state, in the year 18j1. H e  attended 
school during his boyhood years in what is known as the "French Settlement" 
and grew to nlaturity familiar with the active duties ~f farm life. Reared 
in close touch with the soil and having early manifested a decided taste for 
agriculture, he naturally selected that vccation for his life work and ever 
since attaining his majority has pursued the same with encouraging results. 
Mr. Marthey remained near the place of his birth until 1882, when he dis- 
posed of his interests in Ohio and came to Isabella county, Michigan, and 
bought one hundred and seventy-four acres of land in section 19, Denver 
township, nearly all of n-hich was as nature had created it. With character- 
istic industry and energy he began improving his land and in due time had 
the greater part cleared and in cultivation, besides erecting good buildings 
a i d  enclosing the farm u3h  substantia! fences. After !iring on his original 
purchase until 1904. he moved to his present place of residence in section 34. 
of the same township, where he olvns a finely improved farm of seventy- 
seven acres, in addition to which he has eighty acres in Denver township, 
the amount of his real estate in the county being at  this time three hundred 
ant1 thirty-one acres, the greater ?art susceptible to cultivation and highly im. 
proved. 

Mr. Marthey is engaged in general farming and, as already indicated, 
L:- ,,,,,, presexlts a series of continual successes until he now ranks among 

the I::osi eiiterprising agricc!t~rists cf his township and countv. being in in- 
dependent circun~stances anc! well fitted to enjoy the many material blessings 
by which he is surrounded. In connection with tilling the soil, he has achieved 
considerable reputation as a breeder and raiser of fine live stock, making a 
specialty of thoroughbred short horned sheep and Belgian horses, for which 
he finds a ready demand at  fancy prices. In the matter of improvements, he 
has not been sparing of his means. and believing that home shoulcl be made 
beautiful and attractive, he has recently remodeled his dwelling, building a 
large veranda which adds very much to the appearance of the house, the 

(-16) 
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entire edifice being modern in its appointments and admirably adapted for 
the purposes which i t  is intended to  subserve. 

In  the year 1878 Mr. Marthey was united in marriage with Josephine 
Trahin, the union resulting in the birth of the following children: Edward. a 
student of the State Central Normal School at  Mt. Pleasant; Angelia, who 
lives with her parents; Mary, a graduate nurse of St. Mary's Hospital at  
Saginaw; John, Charles, Elmore and Burnadet, all four of whom are still 
under the parental roof. 

Mr. Marthey votes with the Democratic party and is a man of strong 
convictions and tenacious of his opinions when satisfied that they are cor- 
rectly founded. H e  served four years as supervisor of Denver township and 
pra\ed a very capable and judicious official. H e  mas brought up in the 
Catholic faith and has ever been a loyal son of the mother church, belonging 
at  this time to the congregation worshiping in Mt. Pleasant, mith which body 
his family are also identified. Public spirited and progressive in his ideas. 
he manifests a commendable interest in the advancement of the community 
and as  a neighbor and citizen he enjoys to a marked degree the esteem and 
confidence of his fellow men. 

JOSEPH TEVENS. 

The  honorable subject of this sketch is a successful agriculturist of 
Kolland township and as a citizen enjoys a creditable reputation in that he 
exhibits commendable zeal in promoting the material interests of the com- 
munity and lends his influerce to  whatever makes for the social and moral 
advancement of his fellow men. Joseph Te17ens is a native of Canada, born 
in Lindsay county. Ontario, on July 18, 1867. Like the majority of the 
sturdy people of his province, he was reared t o  honest toil as well as to habits 
or' induszry and thrift and on reaching the years of maturity he had his plans 
well matured and his future course definitely defined. 

Mr. Tevens was about fifteen years of age when he came to Isabella 
county and since 1882 his life has been closely identified with the township 
of Rolland. where he now makes his home. When a young man he began 
railroading, which has been his principal business for a number of years, 
and in connection therewith he is also engaged in agricultural pursuits which 
he has conducted with success and financial profit, owning at this time a fine 
body of land upon which he has erected good buildings and made many other 
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substantial improvements. Mr. Tevens' farm, which contains one hundred 
and ninety-nine acres, is admirably situated in one of the most favored agri- 
cultural districts of Isabella county and since coming into his possession it has 
been brought to a high state of cultivation and is now the source of a com- 
fortable income. As a railroader he enjoyed in a marked degree the confi- 
dence of his superiors in the company by which employed. and during his 
long period of service proved a capable norklnan and was true to e v e q  trust 
reposed in him. In  the neighborhood where he resides he is greatly esteemed, 
as his character has ever been above reproach, his integrity unquestioned and 
he strives by all legitimate means to discharge the duties of citizenship as 
becomes an intelligent member of the body politic and to show himself worthy 
the confidence of his fellow men. H e  has been township treasurer and school 
director, in both of which positions he discharged his duties with credit to 
himself and to the satisfaction of the public, proving an able and trusted 
official \\ho made every other consideration secondary to the interests of the 
people of his jurisdiction. 

Mr. T e ~ e n s  has a pleasmt home and an interesting family, consisting of 
a wife and their children, who, like himself, enjoy the respect and confidence 
of the neighborhood and are highly esteemed by all who know them. Previous 
to her marriage Mrs. Tevens was Hattie Jordan and lived in Mt. Pleasant, 
the f o l l o ~ i n g  being the names of the children she has borne her husband: 
Rose. Florence and Clara. 

AARON DAVIS. 

The subject of 
once great. but now 
our nation was in 

this review is a prosperous farmer and belongs to the 
rapidly diminishing, army which during the five years 
the throes of the most terrible civil war known to 

history, defeated the hosts of treason. restored the Union and rendered any 
:i~rtl;ci attempts 2t rehe!!icr? forever impossible. Aaron Davis. third son 
and fifth child of John R. and Rebecca (Claypool) Davis, was born in 
Licking county, Ohio. on the 30th day of July. 1844. His father and mother, 
both natives of Licking county, \yere born in 1809 and 1811. respectively, 
and their marriage, which also took place there, \%as solemnized on March 14, 
1830. Their children. in order of birth, were: James, William, Elizabeth. 
Nancy and .4aron, all except the subject deceased. 

Aaron Davis was reared after the manner of most country lads and 
spent the early part of his life at  work in the fields during the spring and 
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summer months and in the winter time attended the schools of his neighbor- 
hood. H e  remained at  home until twenty-two years old and then married a 
young lady who was born October 22, 1845. in the same locality and with 
whom he had been well acquainted since childhood. The ceremony by which 
they were made husband and wife was solemnized on the 21st day of October. 
1866, and from that time until his removal to Michigan, eight years later, he 
followed agricultural pursuits in his native county and met with fair success 
at  his vocation. 

Shortly after the breaking out of the Civil war, Mr. Davis enlisted in 
the Sixth Ohio Volunteers, a regiment composed of sharpshooters who mere 
selected by reason of their skill as marksmen, each being obliged to pass a 
rigid test before he was accepted. His regiment was attached to the Army of 
the North and saw much active service during the campaigns in Tennessee, 
Georgia and other states, taking part in some of the bloodiest battles of the 
war, including Chickamauga and Chattanooga, going from the latter place to 
Atlanta and becoming a part of the force under General Sherman. After the 
reduction of that stronghold, Mr. Davis did not take part in the celebrated 
"march to the sea," but went with his regiment to Nashville to help check the 
Confederate force under Hood which suffered a crushing defeat a t  that 
place by General Thomas. When Lee surrendered, Mr. Davis was at  East- 
port, Mississippi. Later he took part in the review at Nashville and at the 
close of the war was present at the funeral of President Lincoln. Receiving 
his discharge at  Camp Chase. Ohio, at  the expiration of his term of service, 
he returned home, where he was married in due time. as already stated, and 
where he continued to resicie until 1874, when he came to Isabelia county, 
Michigan, and rented one hundred acres of land a half mile south of Dush- 
ville, where he lived until his removal to his present farm in Fremont town- 
ship the following year. 

Mr. Davis pirchased forty acres in the above township and at  once 
'began improving the same. i n  due time aii of the timber was xemoved and 
the soil reduced to tiilage and at  intervals good bui!diiigs were erected and 
the farm put in splendid condition. H e  now has a beautiful and attractive 
dwelling equipped with lllaiiy of the comforts and conveniences which 
lighten the housewife's duty and make rural life desirable, also a substantial 
barn and the necessary outbuildings, together with good fences, a successful 
system of drainage and various other improvements which add materially to 
the appearance and value of the farm. 

Mr. Davis is a member of Cedar Ridge Lodge No. 540. Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has held the offices of chaplain, vice- 
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grand and vice-supporter, and also belongs to the Grange. in which he has 
long been an active and influential worker. H e  is a Democrat in politics and 
as such has been zealous in promoting the success of his party, though not 
an oflice seeker nor aspirant for any kind of public preferment. H e  served 
twelve years as justice of the peace, however, and proved very capable in 
the discharge of his duties; much important business was brought to his court 
during his term of office. and such were the impartial nature of his rulings 
and the justness of his decisions that few if any appeals nere taken from the 
latter to higher tribunals. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davis are the parents of seven children. whose names are 
as follows: Robert married Flora Hetherington-and lives in Fremont tonii- 
ship; Ola, wife of Ed. Bellitlger, lives in Lincoln township: Lydia, who mar- 
ried L. Hetherington. moved to Mexico some years ago. where her death 
subsequently occurred; Smith,'whose wife was iormerly Clara Gerry, is a 
farmer of Fremont township: James, ~ v h o  is unmarried, lives a t  home and 
helps cultivate the farm; Mary. now Mrs. Clinton Root, lives at Hope, 
Idaho, and Olive, the youngest of the number, is deceased. 

JOSEPH CLARE. 

Success has been honorably attained by the well-known farmer and stock 
raiser whose name introduces this sketch. a gentleman of high character and 
steriing worth whom to know is to esteem and honor. Joseph Clare is a 
native of Erie county, New York. and a son of Frank and Sophia (Rame) 
Clare, both horn in the county of Erie, the father in 1838, the mother in the 
year 1841. Frank Clare moved his family to Isahella county, Michigan, in 
1879, and settled in Isabella township, purchasing one hundred and twenty 
acres of iand ill section 26. a!! but about two acres unimproved. By well 
directed iabor, he soon cleared aiid rcducec! t:: cu!timticr? the greater part of 
his land. besides making many substantial improvements and in due time 
forged t o  the front as a successful tiller of the soil and enterprising citizen. 
,4 Democrat in politics, he wielded a strong influence for the party and. a 
Roman Catholic in religion. his daily life was consistent with his Christian 
faith. H e  died on the 11th da3 of August, 1896, being survived by his wife. 
who has since lired \I-ith her son, the subject of this sketch. 

Joseph Clare was born in 1569 and when ten years of age was brought 
to Isabella county. Michigar!, since which time his life has been closely inter- 



726 ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

woven with the interests of the township in which he resides. H e  was reared 
to habits of industry and as  soon as his services could be utilized, was put to 
work in the woods and fields, where he soon developed strong physical pow- 
ers, being able to do a man's part at all kinds of farm labor when but a youth 
in years. Like a dutiful son, he remained at home, working for his parents 
and looking after their interests until his thirty-first year when he bought his 
present farm of eighty acres in section 26. Isabella township, near the family 
homestead. which he has since greatly improved and brought to a high state 
of ti!lage. ,211 but twenty acres of his land is in cultivation and his improve- 
ments, which are among the best in the township, include a fine barn erected 
in 1892, and remodeled in the year 1909, a commodious- dwelling with a full 
complement of modern conveniences, three hundred rods of wire fencing. 
one hundred and sixty rods of drain tile, to say nothing of the excellent con- 
dition to which the soil has been reduced and the many attractive features of 
the home and surroundings. 

Mr. Clare is essentially a progressive man and as such ranks among the 
most enterprising farmers of his township and county. In addition to tilling 
the soil, in which his success has long been demonstrated, he devotes con- 
siderable attention to live stock, making a specialty of fine cattle, although his 
horses and hogs are also of high grades and give evidence of the care be- 
stowed upon them. In his political allegiance he% strongly Democratic and, 
like his father before him, wields a potent influence for his party in the 
township of his residence. though not an office seeker nor aspirant for any 
kind of public distinction. H e  too was reared under the influence of the 
Roman Catholic church and has ever remained true to the principles and 
teachings of the same, being one of the leading members of the church at  
Mt. Pleasant and a liberal contributor to its support. His name also adorns 
the records of the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, an orga~~ization 
under the auspices of the church. 

Mr. Clare was united in the holy bonds of wediock when thirty-four 
years of age with Catherine Gallaher, who has borne him two children, 
Mary J. and Joe E. 

LYMAN F. MEAD. 

The gentleman under whose name this sketch is written is a native of 
New York, born on September I I.  1845. When ten years old he moved with 
his parents to Ionia county, Michigan, where he helped clear and improve a 
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farm on which he continued to reside for a period of twenty-four years, dur- 
ing the early part of which time he attended the public schools and otherwise 
fitted himself for the duties and responsibilities of life as a tiller of the soil. 
In  the year 1879 he chose a wife and helpmeet in the person of Catherine 
Long, of Ohio, and about the same time moved to Clinton county, Michigan, 
where he engaged in the pursuit of agriculture and where he made his home 
until his removal in 1889 to Isabella county. 

On coming to this county Mr. Mead bought forty acres of land in sec- 
tion 17, Nottawa township, which he at once proceeded to improve and to 
which he subsequently added from time t o  time until his realty now amounts 
to one hundred and twenty acres, sixty of which are in cultivation. When he 
moved to his original purchase there was no road to the land and he was 
obliged to cut one through the woods for a considerable distance in order to 
reach the site of his future home. The land being quite heavily timbered 
with a dense undergrowth among the trees, a great deal of hard work was 
required to get the soil in condition for tillage, but, being strong. energetic and 
in the enjoyment of almcst perfect health. he labored early and late, cheered 
by the prospect of success that would ultimately attend his eftorts. In the 
course or' a few years he had a goodly part of his place in cultivation and 
from that time to the presr ~t his advaccement has been steady and certain 
auci it is not yresumpiuous to clainl for him at the present day a coilspicuous 
place among the leading farmers and representative citizens of the township 
in which he lives. 

In the y 2 r  1902 Mr. Mead added greatly to the appearance and ralne 
of his farm by erecting a model barn in size forty by sixty feet with a corn- 
modious stone basement and six years later the present dwelling, an imposing 
two-story edifice, containing eleven rooms, was built and furnished n-ith a 
full complement of comforts and conveniences. Mr. Mead takes great pleas- 
ure in his heme and has not beer, s p r i n g  cf his rr?ear,s in bea~ti iying 2nd 
-,, -...cr .+ iL -++--c+: aLLLaLLl~-c. In connection rsith geneid fz-ing he gays consider- 
able attention to fruit r a i s i ~ g  and at  this time he has an acre in apples, pears 
and cherries which he selected with the greatest care and from which he 
receives no small part of his yearly earnings. Being a practical horticul- 
turist and satisfied that fruit is a more remunerative crop than the ordinary 
products of the farm, he proposes to enlarge his orchard ere long and go into 
the business upon a more extensive scale. Mr. Mead is a Democrat in 
politics and, with his wife snd family, belongs to the Catholic church at Bed  
City. Mrs. Mead has been her husband's faithful and efficient colaborer 
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ever since assuming his name and to her assistance and co-operation not a 
little of his success is due. She has borne him three children, namely: 
George, who lives at home and helps cultivate the farm; Mary married Pierce 
Summers and lives in Nottawa township; Thomas, who married Mary Lay, 
lives on the home place. and James, whose wife was formerly Marie Lauben- 
thal, resides on the family homestead also. 

JOHN A. HARRIS. 

Among the enterprising and public-spirited citizens of Mt. Pleasant, none 
has been granted a greater meed of respect and admiration than the gentleman 
whose name appears at  the head of this sketch. For many years actively and 
successfully engaged in commercial enterprises of importance, he was an 
efficient and widely recogni~ed factor in the growth and advancement of the 
business interests of the community, in which he has never lost interest, though 
,,... ---, *:--ll.. --r:-.> i ..-.-- 
LAW ,, IJLacLlca~lj lcurcu 11 UIL ac i i~  e participation therein. 

John A. Harris was born in London, England. September 23. 1842. His 
father was William Harris. born in Cornwall, England, who came of an 
awient Cornish famil-y. Eis  mother. Sarah (Heath) Harris, was born in 
London, England, descended from a Scotch family. William Harris was a 
prodace merchant in London, and emigrated to the United States in 1852, 
bringing his wife and family, consisting of five children. He died in New 
York city in 1854. 

In August, 1862, J&II -4. Hzrris edisted i:: the viiion army and joined 
Ccm92ry F. Twenty5rst Mkhigaii Infant;?-, -August 8th that >ear. The 
regiment formed part of the Army of the Cuinkrland. Mr. Harris was dis- 
charged from service of th: army July 5, 1865. He theh returned to the 
family farm in Montcalm county, where he remained engaged in farming and 
lumbering until 1872, when he came to Mount Pleasant, where he has since 
resided. On coming to Mount Pleasant, Mr Hzrris and his brother William, 
who came with him, built the Mount Pleasant flouring mills, which have al- 
ways been and are now operated by the Harris family. Mr. Harris continued 
active in the flour milling business until about four years ago, when he retired 
from business. 
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Mr. Harris has always taken a keen interest in the affairs affecting the 
progress of the city, but has not been a seeker of office. He served as one of 
the trustees of the village board for several years, one term as president of the 
village, and since Mount Pleasant has growil to be a city he has served a term 
as alderman. He has always taken great interest in Grand Army affairs, and 
was the first commander of the local post, Wabuno No. 250, an honor which 
his comrades conferred on him for several years afterwards. Mr. Harris has 
taken an interest in the educational affairs of the city and served on the school 
board for some years. 

Mr. Harris has been tivice married. On May 31, 1872, he married Cath- 
erine Holmden, at Greenville, Montcalm county. She Lvas a native of Michi- 
gan, born in Grand Rapids, the daughter of George and Hester Holmden. 
Seven children were born cf that marriage: Cassius A., born August 12, 
1873, has lived in New York city for several years; Hester Lottie, born July 9, 
1875, lives in Mount Pleasant, the wife of J. F. McXutt; Edward Owen, born 
August I j. 1877, lives in Mount Pleasant; John Glenn, born February 28, 
1882, died November 16, 1887; Ralph Garbutt, born January 27, 1884, lives 
in Mount Pleasant; Elizabeth B., born August 21, 1889, is a teacher in the 
schools in Pontiac: Sate, born November 20, 1890, lives at home. Mrs. Cath- 
erine (Holmden) Harris d:ed October 25, 1894, and on December 6, 1897, 
Mr. Harris married Heien F. Rogers. H t r  father was Jacob Ferris, descended 
from an old family of New York. He was captain of Company D, Twenty- 
first Michigan, the regiment in which Mr. Harris served. After the war he 
was an attorney in Grand Rapids for se-;era: years. 
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