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MEMORI Al, TO CO.l'Gnt'SS B~· CITI7.I>NS OF },flC UIGoI.!" 

TERRITORY 

'1'0 the president, aCllntc , and ho use of reprcsclltath'cs, 
or the United States of America , the memorial or the 
ulldersigned, in behalf of the citizens and inhabi tants of 
tile '!'erdtol'Y of Michignll, assem bled on the eighth a nd 
tenth d a ys of December, olle thousand eight IItUldl'cd 
e lc \'cn, respectfully represents a nd submits the matters 
following. 

Di ssatisfnctiolls with the aborigi nal inlwbitallts of 
th ese countries have been for some time engendering. 
They have nt length beel! kindl ed into all open flame, and 
t he i l' blood with thl\t of the Alllericll ll ci tizen has stained 
the plains of the \\' abash; the fll'st which has been spilt 
ill the Ilol'tJlwcsler'u tel"l"itory, uuder public Iwtho l"i ty, 
s ince the pnci flca UoTl o r Ol'ecuevillc, of the third day of 
aug\lst one t hou sand 8fl\'(!.n hundt'cd ninety five, 

'Ve pt'ay the god of peace, in h is mercy, to grnnt that 
these di snsterll, 80 pO I' leutiolls to Olll" COll n tl"y, llIay 

apt"ead no farther; lind that t he t'o r oeal'uncc, I\lId 1I10d­
(,1"ntiOH o ( OU I" government, and, at the same ti me, its 
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flrnUlCSS, will prC\'Cllt the eonflagrRtion from extending 
a long the whol o linc of the fronticl', from Kaaknskias to 
Dctroit, tlu"ough the Illinoi s, Indiana, llnd Michigan gov­
ernments. 

" ' e know, howeve r, from too long and f,llnJ experience, 
lhut the Sllvnge mind, once fully incensed, once diveded 
(l"om th e pUI"su it of thei," ordinury s\lbsistance, once 
turned upon plunde ,", once inflamed by the loss of their 
kindt"eeI and friends, once gratified with the taste of 
blood, is difficult to appease, and a s terrible a s subtle in 
vengeance. '!'he horrOI"S of savage belligerenee descrip­
tion cannot paint" No pic ture CUll resemblo the reality" 
No effort Cf1.ll b r ing tho imagination up to UIO standard 
o f the fact. Nor se..,;: no r age, have claims. 'I'he short 
remnant of Hfc, left to the hoary head, trembling with 
age and infirmities, is snatched nwny" The tenderest 
infant, yet imbibing nutrition from the mamilla of mu­
ternal lovc, and the agonized mothcr herself, a1i.ke wait 
tho stroke of the relentless tomahawk. No vestige is left 
of whnt fire cun consume. Nothing which breathes the 
brenth of life is spured. 'J'he animab ,"cared by the cares 
o f c ivilized men nrc involved in his destnlcUon. 'Vhat 
human forcsight can divine the quarter which shall be 
struck. It is ill the dead of Ule night, in the darkness of 
the moon, in Ule howling of thc [ fl, that the demoniac 
deed is done" 

The anxieties which crowd upon those of tender sex 
Il.l1d ycars, upon our aged nnd infirm, and the throb of 
sensibility which communicatcs itself from them to those 
of hnrdier ages nnd habits, compel \IS to appronch the 
fnthcrs of our country, to exp ose to them the dangers 
and wcakncss of this coloniul establishment, nnd to de-
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I IlUlJd the protcctiou of their pal'cntal arm. 'Vhil o QU ,' 
j'cprC8cntution i s on i1l5 willS". nnd cn~ 0\1 1' 'wishes, 01' your 
illtcntions, 0 '" the extont of tiH.l dung-Cl' , on:J cupablo, at 
this distu,nt Scpul'lltion, of uccomillg known , we shull be 
tnto to oU,",IClv('s, 1l1l(1 t n to to yOIl; and all thul l)l'CCllU­

lion, united with "csolutiou CHI! eiTect, we shnll cndcuvor 
to a cco mplish. But we confidently trust that inaction 0" 
Ilcs itution may pn:l\'uil no longel'; and thnt effective 
IIlCU!:HU'CS, oJClIlltndc d 110 less by the solid Hud pcrmuncnt 
juto ,"cats of the United Stlltes, than by QUI" local exposure, 
will Jlot be delayed. 

'l'ho fin'!l impression which is nCCC8SUI"Y to be distinc tly 
Illude, on the minds o( those to whom the destinies o[ the 
republic 0."0 confided, is thut of Oll 'O eompuJ"utiv(l strength, 
011t· comparative weakness. '1'0 those whose duty, or 
whose wish, it Il1ny be, to p ossess themselves ot informa­
tion, ut once the most a cclI.·utc, und the m ost minute, with 
,·espect to the topog.-aphicul, and stntistical )·elntions of 
this t e n"ito,"y, wo giVe! t\ r(lfe r-ence on the one hund, to 
the slllTe~·1j of the whole of the settled parts of this 
country, rccently luken, IUld which are of r ecord in the 
t.oellsnry dep tl rtznent; ulld, 011 the othor, to the Ollllmer­
utions of the inhabitants, w h ich have just been completed, 
nnd u,·o o[ ,·oc o.·d ill the depu '"tment of state. '1'0 gcn ­
cndize this illfo.·mution, und to pl"cseut it plain and 
flaked to the nUnd, we will eondenS(l the results in f(lw 
words. 

In the tenito,·y of iHiehignll thero a,·e nino pdncipal 
8ettlCln .... ntS. 

1. The River Mituni. 
2. The Rivor Raisin. 
3. '1'he Rive.· Huron of Lnke Eric. 
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4. '1'he Rh·cr Ecorce. 
5. '1'hc Rivcl· n ougc. 
G. 'J?he Rh·cr D etroit. 
i . 'I'he River TI ul·o n o f Lll.l;:e St. Clnir. 
8. The R iver S inclair. 
0. 'I'he is land of ? l ielli! limnck iIHI. 

10. SUlldry dctOoclled Settle ment;;. 

'" 

From the (u·st to the Sc<:ond, in the ol"(le l· they I\I·e 
ellnllle rnted, t he distnllcc is th irty two milcs. From t he 
second to the sixth thit·ty six miles. F rom the s ixth to 
tJlC !'evellth forty miles. From the se\·enth t o the eighth 
thil·ty fh·c miles. l",·om thc cighth to the n inth two 
11\1l1dred Illile!<. The totnl, fr om onc exb·eme t o the other,. 
tllI·ee lmndl·e<l fOI·ty th ree miles. 

In the Ulrec fir st Ule whole popu lation is one thousand 
threo llllndrcd forty souls . 'I'he mnles above sixteen 
threo hundred ninety one. I n the four ne."I(t the wh ole 
populntion is two thO\1l~nnd two hundred t wenty seven, 
males Il.S befol·c fh·e lllmd red ninety nine. In the t wo 
JOost the whole population is one thousand seventy souls. 
males u s before (h·e h unclred three. 

In thi s territory £1I·e t wo garri sons; ono in Detroit, olle 
lit 1\[iehilli nlllckilm. Tho first has ninety f Oll r men, the 
!<C('ond soventy nine. 

Of the whole population four_fifths a l·e French, the r e­
lllllindC I· Amcricun, with a small p ortion of British. 

The wholc population o f thc Territory of :Michigan, 
illclnding F rench , A.meriCflns, fi nd British; sottler s, nnd 
!.I·oop": whiles, and pel·SOIlS of colol" ; is f oul· thousand 
lleven }lIl1ld!"(~d sixty two. 

In olher frontier COli (ms. d eft\ced] the frontier is on 
one side. It i s also on tho cxtrcmity. Tho settlements 
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thicken ns you recede fl'om the circumfCl'cn t lli establish­
ments. 

I n the p oouiinr manner in Wllich this tel"ritory is 
sellled two slr'ikillg particulurities nre to be obser ved. 

First; The whole ter ..itory is n dO\lblc f ro n tie r . 'l'hc 
Briti~h nrc on olle s ide. The savages on the other. 

Second; E\'c l'Y individual house is n frontier. No one 
farm is covel'cd by unolhcr farln in the rcar of it. 

It Illuy therefo re be at once concch'cd, whl\t would be 
the situntion of the people of the territory or Michigan, 
in II case o f dctcl"Illincd hostility agninst them, by tho 
savages. The inhabitnnts llrc so dispersed, th ut to as­
semble ono hundred men, upon any one spot, on n sudden 
nocturnnl notice, i s physically impossible, and how are 
even the ono hundred t o be induced, in the hour of 
danger, to relinquish the l a~t pleasure this world can 
present them, thnt of dying along with their innocent and 
helpless famili es, and to aballdon them to certain destruc­
tion, under tile, perhaps, '\"isionary hope of any whel'e 
embodying in force adequate to meet an enemy! 'Vhnt 
s11811 r educe into coneel't the exertions of two dis tinct 
people, ul\aC<]tUlinted with ti le languages of each other; 
nnd who luwe reason to be divided in the degree of Oldr 
fenrt Is thel-e /lgain II refuge for the helpless in flight' 
On the sOllth th"" SAvages intercept them from their 
brethren of the Stales. On the west, on the north, they 
perrectly surround them. Shall they then li!'t an eye 
to the cast, tlll"OW themselves on the mercy of the British, 
/lnd will they, 01" cnn they, there, find mercy' 'ViU 
reason sanction the iden, or hnve past events nuthorized 
the hope! And whut, lus tly, is to be c.."peeted from the 
milit/lry' 'I'hey can, nnd wilt, defend themselves_ ~ut 
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they will /lot nmrch out of the ·wnlls of thoir g::udsoll. 
They IIlIvo 1I0t even Ull'1l enough to mnn their ·wol·ks. 

Yi ewi llg tile s ituntiOIl o f the country in thi s light, 
which is no other thun literul truth, the esselltiul enqui ry 
which I'(~ nl!lins is--tlllwt i s 1'/' quisitc t o be donel Per­
hups yo u will thinl. it !"ig ht that we on th e spot should 
speuk ou,· mind s . 'Ve d o so t hen, nnd trus t our senti­
ments wi ll bc approved. 

l"i rst; An ;nc,·ensc or the military force is n ecessary, 
suffie ie nt to mun the works, and nlYo ,·d n body to march 
out, i ll llid of the mi litia; 1I Plut ca\·alry. 

Second ; A ddi t ivnul gnl"'isons Ul"e n ecel!lsnry on othe ,' 
point!! o f th e J1o ,"th\\"cst~rn frontier. 

'1'0 pl·esent thi s subj ect in n v icw m ore systernntic, 
mOl"e direct, than by genCl'uJly refel'l"ing to it, we suggest 
three po ints for n ew gani soll s, cnlculaled, us wc concieve 
to protect the whole of the IlI"esent f1"olltie r on the north. 

First, II gunison at the intersection of n meridian line 
from the mouUl of the gnu ld uu Glaize river with a line 
of latitude dl'awn f,'om the head of the dYe ,' Sinc1ui!', or, 
whieh is the same thill g , tho embollchw"e or ou tlet of Lake 
HurOIl , being the m ost northerll nnd western point to 
w hieh tho nnth'C title is lawfully extinguished, nccording 
to th e fir s t "rticle of th e tl'(mty of D et ro it, of the seveH­
Icenlh dny o[ Xo'"embc,· olle thousllud e ight hUJld roo 
seven. 

" 'c nrc decided in Olll" s('n timcnt that this gt\rl'1son 
onght n o t be b e 011 the co urse of the ut\vigutioll, along 
the g l'cut waten; ; hut in the iute," iol' of the peninsuln. 
io'ul'lIle d y the puillts 011 IIle lw,·igatioll WQ,·e the lllost illl­
p.W\nnt. There was trntll.! and COIllIllCl"cilll intcreourse; 
.uo ugriouitul"e. Times ha"e altered. At present tho 
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l ittle commerce which reUlains is sull icicntly sufe, It is 
agricultural protcctiolL whieh iOl wunted, 

'Vithout this gar .-i soll you can neithCl' nUl thc Iincs o[ 
the treaty whieh has been I.ISt r eferr ed to; nOl' s u rvey the 
IUI1d6 1lC<luired under it; 1101' sell them when II lIrvcycd; 
1101' >loltle thc m when sold, 

Second j u gur.-isoll ut t he mouth of t ho 'Viscou s!U 
H!vur, necol"dillg to tho eleventh u."tide of the treaty of 
St, Louis, of the thinl lIny of Kovemhc.' one thousnnd 
eight hund,'ed four; bei.lIg the most lIorthorn nnd western 
point to which the 11ativc title is lnwrully extinguished 
in thnt quartcr, 

'l'llil"d; u gunison in thc s nme latitude us t he mouth 
of tho 'Visconsin Rivcn", on the Hiver Alissou I'i; ns soon 
us legitimate menns IIlUY be u scd, 

I t ponce prevails e lsewhere on tho f rontier, notwith_ 
stnnd ing the bnttle on UIO " -uhash, the increuso of the 
lnilitur y [oree be[o ."e mentioned und the establishment 
of the subsequent gun"isons will, a s wo eOl1ceive, give us 
protection j aJl(l, i n that lmppy event, i[ we hnve a right 
to reprouch ollrselves wi til, if we hU" e pressed too hard 
upon 0. fugitive peopl(', i f we liave imposed on one thnt 
is ignon:lII t , i f, apprOUciling Ihe mcridiull of OUI' s trength, 
we IlI'e becoming indiITe l"ent to the huppiness, to the 
rights, of .\11 Illlfortunatc race o[ mankind, who, 1I0twitiI­
strUlding l'llly tempOl"l\ry inju.-ies they limy be cnpuble o[ 
inflicting, arl) des tined to mcl t uwuy before the i r ."esistible 
"dnll1('CS of an empire, of whose magnitude, of wh'osc 
s ttl!Jility, they CUll hn\'e 110 conception, if we lluve relin­
quished t IlE:) fecli11!J$ o f the i l' "fathe,." bcfol'o they d c­
p l"ivo us o[ tho title , let li S n ot refuse 011'" uch nh'ution t o 
the s pirit which p rompts man to defend his 1Iol.lle, his 
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""1111\",'-, t" 111.- last I"'ILI'; 1.,\ 11,. ~"""'''"l1hl~ '-"II',W,- ,ml­
~"'J>"': h:11I~ ]'''''' ' (-Il \\1 n'('ull " ,· ,,1;111('11\" "r 11111111111;ly : \"1 
!II" l,a,;leli lu ,'c,,,j,·1' tI'I"" jll~ti( .. c! 

11', nil til,· C"lIt n ll"Y. pUt,jlie l'~"I"'inll" han- rail.·,J. uu<1 
"al" H,,,],,,ml.·"t pl"('\"lIil. "f wllid. !Jill'" jllr"n,wlinll, Hul_ 
"ilh"'all,iill).{ 1111 1" 1"'''''';''';1)" will I,.. '''''I"l' 1"'0'"1,1 ",,,] 
alllll,-"ti,' \hllil <!If"_~ : it", 1\\ III .. 111""" '11 \ 11.al ,11,," ,lnll).{'·I"~ 

1111,1 .. III- r,·.·lill~" II",' 1111''''1111' -;'';'': ill ~'''"I' Ilall.~ II .. · wnnll 
1,1" .. .1 " I' IiI',· i.~ ~·,·t ",,,,"ki',).: "11 ~'''1I1" r",,"ti'·I". WO' k"",.. 
or II" r,·li",,,·,,, ill ndditi .. " tu "III" ''''II ,·:\('rli"IIi1. nll.1 tlw 
Illilitar'~ r .. ,-,-,· In "J,id, ",. JI~l\'" n,I\"<-I"I".I. hILt ,[,-!twit. 
1"'-11\ .. "f lIIi1il ill 1""""1 111,· ;-;t'lte~ "I' ()Ioi". 1';:, ·tt ( jU·k.,·. X,,\\, 
Yot'k, all,l 1·f'1111~yl"lllL il1. 

\\'t: will 11 .. ( llI'g" til,.· illtl'OrtntH"c or 011t' ('OIl11tl'~' to 
Y"U. YOUI' illt~'I'(;~I. ~·Ol1t· ho"ol" (·"tlll'l'l you to k('l'p il. 
n1l<1, it.., itlllll('dinh' pt·ot(·<"Ii .. " i~. "11 011(' ~i,lf' n d!lflt. {til 

til,· olltt'l" n ""'.1/. 1" "ll"I'[ ,·fr,·div,· ,j(·r"ll"'· i~ \\i~d"I". 
'1"11(' "<Jull ll"~ lIth'l' I,,~I. \\ Ito "],,,11 {'''Ullt Ille lin·~. or tI,o 
Il"l'It,..I1I"C:; ~."1l IIIlt«t ('x l",.,d ,,' regnill il! 

.\11 \\hid. i~ hUlHhly "1,,I,·.-·.~p('(-"lfuII.,· ~ullll1itl~'<. I. 

tt:"""r_'1 
:l1""lol"illl nml 

SOl.: ::Ottor.];\, 
.\l"(:( ',,-rl'':' B. ' \ ·OOIOII".\lln 

(; 1>0. :llcDOl'n.\r.r. 
lL\t:t:I~ II, l l rC lo[.\:-,· 

It'·j.t"l·H·utnti.m of Ill(' dli7." Il~ 
"f Ik(,·"il. ill 111(· .\ I idoignll 
t.·nib.,·., . ~tnlillg tl ldl' ""I',,:,,('d 
.\. .1.·r'·IL.·,·I,·~" ~ituali"ll. nUtI I'rll.'·. 
ill!,: f""III"1" I'n .' ... ·""" fn ',,1 n le 
:\'"Ii .. "nl (: ",.t. 
1~11 1),·(·.2, fl ",.d ulld to 1.1..,,----- • 
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