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Hvurn o Eustis

Fort George August 26th 1812

Sir

Inclosed are the articles of capitulation by which the
Fort of Detroit has been surrendered to Major General
Brock, commanding his Britanie Majestys forces in up-
per eanada, and by which the troops have become prison-
ers of war. My situation at present forbids me from
detailing the particular causes which have led to this
unfortunate event—I will however generally observe that
after the surrender of Michilimackanac, almost every
tribe, and mnation of Indians excepting a part of the



MICHIGAN TERRITORY 461

Miamies, and Delawares, north from beyond lake Super-
ior, West from bevond the Mississippi, South from the
Ohio, and Wabash and east from every part of Upper
canada, and from all the Intermediate Country, joined
in open hostility, under the British standard, against the
army I commanded; contrary to the most solemn assur-
ances of a large portion of them to remain neutral; even
the Ottawa Chiel's from Arbe erotch who formed the deli-
gation to Washington the last summer in whose friend-
ghip I know you had great confidence, are among the
hostile tribes, and several of them distinguished leaders
Among the vast number of chiefs who led the hostile
bands, Teeumsee, Marpot, Logan, Walkinthewater, Split
Liog &e are considered the prinecipals—This numerous
assemblage of savages, under the entire influence and
direction of the British Commander, enabled him totally
to obstrnet the only communication, which I had with my
country — — This communication had been opened from
the settlements in the State of Ohio, two hundred miles
through a wilderness, by the fatigues of the army, which
I marched to the fronteer on the River Detroit—The
body of the lake being cominanded by the British armed
ships, and, the shores &, River by gun boats, the army
was totally deprived of all communication by water. On
this extensive road it depended for transportation of
provisions, military stores medicine, colthing, and every
other supply on pack horses—all its operations were
suceessful untill its arrvival at Detroit, and in a few days,
it passed into the enemys country, and all opposition
seemed to fall belore it-—One Month it remained in
posgession of this Country, and was fed from its re-
sources—In different directions, detachments penetrated,
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sixty miles in the settled part of the provinee, and the
inhabitants scemed satislied with the change ol situa-
tion, which appeared to be taking place—The Militia
wrting, and the whole

from Amherstburg were daily de
country then under the countroul of the ariny, was asking
for protection. The indians generally in the first in-
stance appeared to be neutralised, and determined to
talke no part in the contest. The Fort of Amherstburg
was eighteen miles below my encampment.  Nof a single
cannon or mortar was on wheels suitable to earrvy before
that place. I consulted my officers, whether it was ex-
pedient to make an attempt on it with the bhayonet alone
without cannon to make a break in the first instance.—
The couneil T ealled was of the Opinion it was not—The
greatest industry was exerted in making preperation,
and it was not untill the Tth of August that 2 24 pound-
ers, and three Howtzers were prepared. 1t was then
my intention to have proeeeded on the enterprise.  While
the operations of the army were delayd by these prep-
erations, the clouds of adversity had been for some time,
and seemed still thickly to be gathering around me—
The surrender of Michilimackinae opened the Northern
hive of Indiansg, and they were swarming down in every
direction. Reinforcements from Niagara had arrived at
Amherstburg under the command of Colonel Proctor—
The desertion of the Militia ceased—Besides the rein-
forcements that came by water. I received information
of a very considerable [orce under the command of m[ 1]
Chambers on the River Le Trench with four field pieces,
and eollecting the Militin on his route, evidently des-
tined for Amhersthburg; and in addition to this combina-
tion, and increase of foree, contrary to all my expecta-
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tiong, the Wyandots, Chippewas, Ottawas, Pottawatmies,
Mun=ces, Delowares &e with whom I had the most friend-
Iy intercourse, at onee pagzed over to Amherstburg, and
accepted the tomahawk and sealping Knife—There being
now a vast mumber of Indians at the British post, they
woere sent to the River Horon, Brownstown, and Magna-
go to mtersept my commmnieation. To open this com-
munication. I detached Major Vanherne of the Ohio
voluntecrs with two hundred men to proceed as far as
the River Raizin, widder an expectation he would meet
Captain Brush with one hundred, and fifty men, Volun-
teers from the State of Ohio, and a quantity of provi-
stons for the armyv-—An ambuscade was formed at
Brownztown, & Major Vaunliornes detachment, defeated
atdd returned to eamp, without affecting the abjeet of the
expedition.

In my letter of the Tth instant you have the particulars
of that transaction with a rveturn of the Killed, and
wounded,  Under this sudden and unexpected change of
thing=, an! having reecived an express from General
Mall commanding opposite the British shore on the
Niagara river, by which it appeared that there was no
prospect ol any coopperation from that quarter, and the
fwo senr oflicers of the Artillery having stated to me an
opinion that it would be extreemly diffieult, if not im-
possible to pass the turkey river and River aux Cannard,
with the 24 pounders, and that they could not be trans-
ported by waler as the Qween Sharlootte which ecarried
15, 24 pounders, lay in the River Detroit above the mouth
of the River Auxeannard, and as it appeared indispensi-
bley necessary to open the communiecation to the River
Raisin, and the Miami, T found myself compelled to
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sugpend the operation against Amherstburg, and concen-
trate the main foree of the aviny at Detvoit.  Fully in-
tending, at that time after the commmnication was op-
pened to recross the river, and pursue the object at
Ambherstburg, and strongly desivrous ol continuing pro-
tection to a very laree number of the inhabitants of
upper cannada, who had voluntarily accepted it under my
proclamation, I established a fortress on the banlks ol
the River a little below Detroit, ealeulated for a garrison
of Three hundred men. On the evening of the Tth, and
morning of the 8th inst the army, excepting the garrison
of 250 Infantry, and a corps of Artillerests, all under the
command of Major Denny of the Ohio Voelunteers, re-
crossed the river, and encamped at Detroit.  1In pursu-
ance ol ithe object of opening the conmumunication, on
which I considered the existance of the army depending,
a detachment of six hundred men under the command
of 1.t Colonel Miller was immediately ordered—Ior a
particular account of the proceedings of this detachment,
and the memorable battle which was foueght at Maguago,
which reflects the highest honor on the american arms, 1
refer vou to my letter of the 13th August inst. a duplicate
of which is inclosed marked G—XNothing however but hon-
or was acouired by the vietory: aud it is a painful consid-
eration, that the blood of seventy five gallant men could
only open the conununieation, as lar as the points ol
their bavonet: extended. The neceszary care ol the sick
and wonnded, and a very severe storm of rain rendered
their return to canp indispensibly necessary for their
own cumfort.  Captain Brush with his sinall detachment,
and the provisions being =till at the River Raisin, and in
a situation to be destroved by the savages, on the 13th
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in=t in the evening T permitted Colonels MeArthur &
(ass to select from their Rewts four hundred of their
mos=t eiTective men, and procecde, an upper rout through
the woods which T had sent an express to Captain Brush
to tanke, and had dirvected the Militia of the River Raisin
to accompany him as a reinforcement. The force of the
crnetny continnally inereasing, and the necessity of open-
ing the communication, & acting on the defensive, be-
coming more apparent, I had previous to detaching
Colonels MeArthar & Cass on the 11th instant evacuated,
and deztroyed the TPost on the opposite bank. On the
15th in the evening Genl Brock arrvived at Amhberstburg
about the hour Coldnels McecArthur & Cass marched, of
which at that timme 1T had received no information. On
the 15th T received a summons from him to surrender
[Fort Detroit of which the paper marked A is a copy my
answer is marked B. At this time T had received no
information from Ceolonels MeArvthur & Cass. An ex-
press was immedintely sent strongly escorted with orders
for them to return. On the 15th as soon as Genl Broek
received my leiter, his Batteries opened on the Town,
andl Fort, and continued untill evening—In the evening
all the British Ships of war came nearly as far up the
river a= Sandwich, three miles below Detroit at day light
on the 1G6th (at which time T had received no information
rom Colonels MeArthar & Cass, my expresses, sent the
evening before, and in the night, having been prevented
From passing by numerous bodies of Indians) the canon-
ade recommenced, ned in a short time 1 reccived infor-
mation, that the British ariy and Indians were landing
helow the Spring wells, under the cover of their ships of
witr. ALl this time the whole effective force at my dis-
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posal at Detrvoit «did not exeesd Might hundred men.
Being new troops, sl unaceustomned to a eamp life, hav-
ing performed a laborvious mareh: having been engaged
in a munher of battles & skirmishes in which many had
fallen, and more had reeeived wounds; in addition to
which a large number heing sick, and unprovided with
medicine, and the comforts necessary for their situation;
are the general eauses by which the strength of the army
was thus reduced. The Fort at this time was filled with
women, and childven, and the old and deeriped people
of the town & Country: they were uns=afe in the town,
as it was entirely open, and exposed to the enemys
Batteries—Dback of the Fort, above or below it, there was
no safety for them on account of the Indians. In the
first instance, the enemys fire was prineipally directed
againslt our batteries: townwds the elosge it was direeted
acainst the IMort alone, and almost every shot, and shell
had their affect.

It now became necessary, ecither to fight the ene-
my in the field; collect the whole force in the Fort;
or propose terms of Capitnlation. I eould not have
carrviedd into the field more than six hundred men,
and left any adequate foree in the Fort., There were
landed at that time of the Fnemy a regular force of
muech more than that munber, and twice the namber of
Indians. Considering this great inequality of foree, 1
didd not think it expedient to adopt the first measuare.
The second must have been attended with a great sacri-
fice of blood, and no possible advantage, because the con-
test conld not have been sustained more than a day for
the want of powder, and but a very few days for the want
of provisions; In addition to this, Colonels McArthur &
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Cass would have been in a most hazardous situation, 1
feared nothing but the last alternative. I have dared to
adopt it—TI well know the high responszibility of the
measure, and L take the whole of it on mysell, It was
dictated by a sense of duty, and a full convietion of its
expedicney—The bands ol savages which had then joined
the British force were numerous bevond any former
exmnple,  Their numbers have sinee inereased, and the
history ol the Barbarions of the North of Europe does
not furnish exannples ol more greedy violenee than these
savages have exhibited., A large portion of the brave
& gallant officers and men, 1 commanded, would checr-
fully have contested untill the last cartridge had been
expended, and the bayvonets had been worn to the sockets
I could not not [sic] consent to the useless sacrifice of
such brave men, when I knew it was impossible for me to
sustain my situation. Tt was impos=sible in the nature of
things that an army could have been furnished with the
necessary supplys of provisions, military stores, clothing
and comforts for the sick on pack horses, through a
wilidlerness of two handred miles, filled with hostile sav-
nges—I1t was impossible, Sirv, that this little army, worn
down by fatigue, by =ickness, by wounds, and [ ? ]
could have supported itself not only against the colleeted
Foree of the northern nations of Indians; but agninst the
United strength ol Upper eanada, whose population con-
sigts of more than twenty times the number contained in
the Territory of Michigan, aided by the principal part of
the regular forees of the provinee, and the wealth and
influence of the North West and other trading establish-
ments among the Indians which have in their employment,
and under their entive controul more than two thousand
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white men. DBefore I elose this dispateh it is a duty I
owe my respectable assoeiatez In command, Colonels
MeArthur, FFindly, Cass, and lieut Colonel Miller, to
express my obligations to them for the prompt and
judicious manner they have performed their respective
duties. If aught has taken place during the campaign,
which is honorable to the armny, the=e officers are entitled
to a large share of it—If the last act should be disap-
proved, no part of the censure belongs to them. 1 have
likewise to express my obligations to Genl Tavlor who
has performed the duty of Q M General for his great
exertions in procuring every thing in his department
which it was possible fo furnish for the convenience of
the army, likewise to Brigade Major Jessup for the cor-
rect and punctual manner in which he has discharged his
duty, and to the army generally for their exertions, and
the zeal they have manifested for the publie interest.
The death of Doctor Foster soon after he arrived at
Detroit was a severe misfortune to the army; it was
increased by the Capture of the Chachaga packet by
which the medicine, and IHospital stores were lost, e
was commencing the best arrangements in the depart-
ment of which he was the principal, with the very small
means he possessed. I was likewise deprived of the
neceszary services of Capt Patridge by sickness, the only
officer of the corps of engineers attached to the army.
All the officers and men have gone to their respective
homes excepting the 4th U S Regt, and a small part of
the 1st and Capt Dys=ons Compy of Artillery—Capt Dy-
sons company was left at Amherstburg, and the others
are with me prisoners—They amount to about three
hundred and forty. I have only to solicit as early an
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imvestigation of my conduet, as my situation, and the
state of things will admit; and te add the further request,
that the Government will not be unmindful of my asso-
ciates in eaptivity, and of the families of those brave
men who have fallen in the contest. I have the honor
to be
very respectfully your most
obedt servt
W Hurn. B. Genl comg
The N.W. Army.
Hon. W Eustis Secretary of U.s.
the department of War
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