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THE POTTAWATTOMIES.

BY HON. A. B. COPLEY,

The peninsula of Michigan was inhabited st an early day by various tribes
and bands of Indians, changing from time to time. Levi Bishop claims in
his poetical work ‘* Teuch sa Grondie ' that there was a large Indian village
at Detroit and a populons region surrounding, for a long time previous to
1649, about which time the eastorn Indiane, or confederation known as the
Iroquois, achievad a victory over the Hurons and Ojibways, resulting in a
partinl annihilation and practical abandonment of Michigan and the country
bordering on Lake Horon on the Canada side. Althoogh the Indians were
divided into tribes independent of each other, yet for mutunl aggression
and defense the tribes were united in two great confederations known as the
Iroquois or 8ix Nalions, whose headquarters were in western New York,
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aud the Algonquin race, whose homes were in the northwest, comprising
Pottawattomies, Ojibways, Ottawas, Menominoes, Sacs, Foxes and others.
These two confederations were at deadly enmity with each other for years,
and history does not record the time when the young braves thirsting for
distinction could not organize a war party from either of these great clans
to prey on the other. War with each other was their normal condition.
The Iroquois about the time of their great vietory had become posscssed of
firearms, owing to longer intercourse with the whites, which gave them
great advantage over their enemies, and made them a terror to their ancient
foes, who wore ready to leave a country so fraught with danger. Some
early writers speak of the Pottawattomies occupying southern Michigan at
that time and leaving, going around Lake Michigen and morthward to the
region of Green Bay. In 1641 two Jesuit missionaries visited the falls of
St. Marys, but they do not mention the Pottawattomies. In 1008 Marquette
founded the first mission at Sault St. Mary, but mentions no Pottawattomiea.
In 1671 Monsienr Perot called a great council of western tribes at that
place and the Pottawattomies were present from Green Bay in large num-
bers. In 1873 Marquette went to Green Bay and found the Pottawattomies
there at that time. Accurately speaking, our firat authentic knowledge of
the Pottawattomies was when at Green Bay a party of thom helped Mar-
quette on his visit to the Illinois as far azs Chicago, where he wintered in
1674, finding the Miamis there.

When La Salle came to St. Joseph in the fall of 1879, where he built a
fort, he found the country occupied by the Miamis, and the Bt. Joseph
river was known as the Miami of the lakes. Within a short time, not more
than two years, the Iroquois went west, driving every triba bafore them, and
even severely erippling the Illinois, leaving southern Michigan debatable
ground. For twenty yoars theroafter history is not accurate in regard to the
FPottawattomies. Cadillae was stationed at Mackinaw, as commander of the
French interests in the Northwest, and thinking the Euglish were acquiring
too much inflnence with the Indians, situatod as they were at Fort Pitt,
where Pittaburg now stands, petitioned the French government to be allowed
to establish a military post on the Datrolt river, which he did in 1701, invit-
ing the Indians of various tribes to trade and settle near, through the pro-
tection afforded them from their ancient enemies, the dreaded Iroquois. Be
that as it may, we next hear of the Pollawattomies as ocoupying southwest-
ern Michigan, northeastern Illinois and northern Indiana, with bands and
settlements near Dotroit. Some historians say that the Potluwattomies were
orowded south by the Menominees. Those of them in Illinois were known
as Pottawattomies of the prairie, and those in Michigan, I'ottawattomies of
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the woods. Father Marest eays in 1708, that the Pottawattomies and the
Ottawag formed an allisnce, and made war on the Miamis, driving them
south to Indiana and Ohio; a quita probable story, in view of the friendly
relations existing always botween the tribes. The Pottawattomies in Michi-
gan seem to have claimed the region watered by the 8t., Joseph and Kala-
mazoo rivers, and their tributaries, while the Ottawas claimed the tract
watered by the Grand river and streams emptying therein, and the Chippe-
was, eastern Michigan and the northern part of the penineula. Father
Marest, writing in 1712, says the mission at St. Joseph, among the Pottawat-
tomies is in a flourishing condition, second only to Mackinaw, In 1712 the
English instigated an attack on Cadillae at Detreit, and six tribes, the Potta-
wattomies among the number, came to their sssistance. In 1703 the Pottawat-
tomies joined the Pontiae conspiracy, furnishing many warriors. This
conspiracy arose from the treaty made between England and France, in
*1763, whereby the French title in the Northwest was extinguished. The
Algonquins always having been tanght that the English were their natural
enemies, resented the idea of being transferred to their former foes and
hence the wild project of Pontiae to free his country and drive the
English into the sea. Pontiac’s acheme included the caplure of all the
English forts in the Northwest, and waa sneceesafnl axcept at Detroit,
Niagara and Pittsburg, There were twolve posts in all to bo attacked, com-
prising a distance of 1,200 miles. The Potinwaltomies, after the first attempts
on Detroit, were sent to capture Fort 8t. Josaph, wnich they accomplished,
May 25, 1763 ; of the little garrison of fourteen men, eleven were killed and
three made prisoners, who were taken to Detroit and exchanged for some
Pottawatomie prisoners, taken by Major Gladwin of thalt post. In 1700,
Pontiae was killed by an Illinois Indian at Cahokia, nearly opposite St.
Louis, while drunk. Pontiac was an Ottawa Indian, and the interests of
tha Pottawattomies and Ottawas were so intimately blended that they made
the occasion of the death of the great warrior an excuse for war with the
Illinois, which was carried on with groat vigor, and savage ferocity, leading
finally to the utter extinction of the Illinois at Starve Itock, on the Illinois
river. Less than twoenty escaped, and they went into different tribes, and
their names disappeared forover. This once proud and numerons tribe had
been greatly humbled one hundred years before by the [roquois, and fell an
easy prey to their enemies, after restreating to the rock where they were
literally starved, as the name implies, till crazed with thirst and famine they
made a desperate sortie, only to be slaughtered.
In the Indian wars which succeeded the Revolution, the IMottawattomies
took o part and were represented at the defeats of Harmer and St. Clair,
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being themselves defeated by mad Anthony Wayne, and at his eummons
met him, with the chiefs of other tribes, at Greenville, Ohio, and signed a
treaty of pence, which lasted about fifteen years, Among the signers from
the Pottawaltomies was the chief, Topinabee, who held the chief position
among the Pottawattomiea for nearly forty years. In 1810 mnolher ocecur.
rence took place resembling the Pontiac episode. The celebrated Shawnoo
chieftain, Tecumseh, came into the villages of tho Pottawattomies, accom-
panied by throo other chiefs of lesser note, mounted on spirited black ponies
(probably the first they had ever seen), their object being to combine the
weatern tribes in a new war with the Americans, The hostile attitude of
England towards the United States, just beginning to develop, was made
the occasion, by English traders and posts, to instigate the savages to war,
Tecomseh was snocessful, and the Pottawattomies, with chief Topinabee at
their head, joined the nnion. The Pottawattomies were at Tippecance and
defeated with the rest; for a time they wero quiot, but on the announcement
of Tecumszeh that he wounld join the British against the United States, they
participated in the battles of Lower Bandusky, River Raisin, and the mas-
sacre at Fort Dearborn, and finally ended their warlike exploita at the battle
of the Thames, October 5, 1813,

In regard to their lands, in 1795 they joined with other tribes and ceded a
otrip of land six miles wide, on the west side of the Detroit river, from
Linke St. Clair to the River Raisin. In Novembor, 1807, they made a treaty
with Gen. Hull, comprising southeastern Michigan, in connection with
Ottawas, Chippewas and Wyandottes. The Pottawattomics, Ottawas and
Chippewas were considered as forfeiting all rights to their lands, by joining
the English in tho war of 1812, but September, 1815, Gen. Harrison made
a treaty of peace with them, restoring all rights of lands, on condition of
muintaining alleglance to the United Statea.

In 1821 at Chicago the Pottawattomies, Ottawas and Chippewas met Gen. Cass
and ceded the greater portion of their lands in Michigan, reserving a few choice
tracts ss tribal homes and providing for the Pottawattomies and Ottawas a
school and blacksmith shop to bo kept up fifteen years with $1,000 annually
for their support and £3,000 yearly as an annuity to the tribe. The school
and shop for the Pottawattomies were located by the late C. O. Trowbridge
of Detroit in 1822, west of and adjoining the cily of Niles. In 1827 at Carey
Mission, the school alluded to, Gen. Cass held a council with the Pottawatto-
mies and several of the small reservations were ceded to the United States,
and in the following year they ceded nearly all the remaining lands held by
them, some more money being pnid and on other conditions, such as keeping
the blacksmith permanent and providing threo laborers, four montha in the



260 ANNUAL MEETING, 1550,

year, for ten years, to work for the St. Joseph band. In 1833 a final treaty

wae mado to give up nall reservations remaining within three years and move
west of the Mississippl. Pokagon, s Catholic convert, and his followara
were exempt from its provisions and purchased lands in Silver Creek town-
ship, Cass county, where some remain to this day, Before the time zet for

departure the Indians regretted their promises and vainly tried to escape

from the results. It was not till 1838, or two yoars after the timo sot for

their removal, that they were called together, and notwithastanding their
remonstrances, a band small in number compared with their carly history

left under an escort of U, 8. troops. Left their old hunting grounds, the.
graves of their fathers, and with sorrowful recollections of past happiness

turned their footsteps, with aad forebodings of the future, to thoe west, At
firat they were located in Missouri opposite Ft. Leavenworth, but in two

years, at the instigation of citizens of the State, wore transferred to Iowa, near

Council Bluffs; staying thers but a short time were moved to Kansas, where

after thirty years thoey were moved to Indian Territory. Their next move

will probably be to the happy hunting grounds of tho Great Spirit, as their*
numbers gradually but surely diminish from year to year; it is only a ques-

tion of time when they will as surely vanish, aa the Illinois tribe did by the

valor of their arms over 100 yearsago. Some of the Pottawattomics deserted

and escaped on the way west; some were hid in the woods, and in 1839 those

found were removed. The means used to make treaties with the Indians

and genoral treatment of them in ocarrying out their provisions reflect no

credit on the white race, and will ever remain ns a dark blot on the pages of

their otherwise brilliant achievements, A remark of Topinabee, the head

chief, to Gen, Cass, who advised him to keep sober and care for his people

shows their condition and utter helplessnesz to rosist the temptations which

unscrupulons and interested white men sorrounded them with., “Father,*

says Topinabee, “we do not care for the land, nor the money, nor the goods,

what we want is whisky, give ns whisky."

In 1826 Judge Leib, a government agent, visiting Carey mission, reported
favorably of its condition ; improvemonts in agricultare, raising of domestic
animals, and other evidonces of civilization, are among his statements; but
at that time the Indians were at thelir best, for Hev. M. McUoy, the mission
keeper, writes that whisky traders were increasing, and the resunlts on the
Indians, who wore unable to resist their appetites, were demoralizing. They
seemed to abandon all nttempis for Improvemont and gave way to excesses
on the lenst tomptation, Articles of olothing, cooking utensils, guns, every-
thing necessary to sustain themselves with, were sacrificed to their nppetites,
A gilver-mounted rifle would be sold for seventy-five contain whisky. Clothes
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and cooking utensils, purchased by the traders for liquor and bartered for
furs back at exorbitant prices. The missionaries associated with the Rev.
MeCoy wera perfectly discouraged at the proapect. Mr, Lykins, an aasistant
of MeCoy, wrote to General Cusa :  ““I tell you every hope, every prospect
for tho Indians around us is prostrate, is entirely cut off; I entreat you to
plead for their removal ;"' with much more to the same effoct. Judge Leib,
who made annual visits to this tribe, relates that he urged upon the chief
the importance of overcoming their propensities, abandoning whisky and
anccepting the advantages of eivilization. Said one of them, * What you say
is true, we are falling from day to day, but we did not seek whisky, it was
brought to us, we could not prevent it; neither could we abstain from drink-
ing it when within reach. Wo have lost manhood and independence ; wo
look on the white race as superior, and who know more than we do, therefore
wo cannot resist their wishes; but,” continued the chief, *“if our Great
Father ( meaning the U. 8. government ) feels such an intoreat to preaerve
us a8 you mention, all powerful as he is, why does he not command his people
to abstain from seeking our destruction ; he has but te will it, and it is done.
He can punish, he can save us from the runin which surrounds ns.” No
stronger statement of the duties which a government should exercise in
behalf of its enslaved people could be made in as fow words as these by the
besotted chief of a once manly and powerful tribe of red men.

At the Nottawa Seepe reservation the same testimony is given of the
rapid degradation of the Indians from communication with evil white men.
In August, 1833, the writer, when a boy, was at Niles and the strectz were
full of Indisns, squaws and children, many of whom were drunk, although
it wns nn ordinary occasion. The river ford connecting the mission village
with Niles seemed full of Indians gnd squaws, ponies with children on them
coming and golng continually.

About 1837 or 1838 a amall band of Indians, about 30 in number, sum-
mered in Marcellns, Cass county, planted corn and raised a crop. A grocery
store was kept at Charleston, on Little Prairie Ronde, abont six miles from
their eamp. For weeks thoy came almost daily on their ponies to this store;
on their way there they were dignified, conrtepus and orderly, returning
like demons, racing, whooping, yelling and quarrelsome. One night when
worse than usual, a squaw was killed, stabbed to the heart, but a sensible
coneclusion was arrived at, the whisky did it, and the murderer went free.
Among the letters at the John Jacob Astor House, Mackinaw, written in
1817, the writer of one deplores the almost necessity, because rival com-
panies did, of dealing in liquors with the Indiane, as it was leading to such
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fatal results,. When away from trading posts and free from the influence
of liquor they were entirely different.

The writer's experience, excopt in the summer oneampment referred to,
recalls no such cases of debauchery, The Indians came in families, rarely
more than three together, made their camps, hunted, fished, picked berries,
and traded venison, berries, tanned deer skins and moccasins for aalt, pota-
toes, flour, pork and bread. They were, however, inveterate boggars, teaa-
ing for bread or other food for themselves and pappooses, and generally,
being sober, sharp at a bargain. The bargaining was conducted mostly by
signs, certain words or phrases, as whiteman, Indian, deer, venison, pork,
corn, flour, bread, shilling, good, bad, and some others in Indian language,
comprised the vocabulary of trade, numbers being computed by holding up
the fingers and bands. - There was but little difficulty in making a trade,
although the Indians were often supposed to understand the language of the
whites better than they pretended to, in obder to profit by the communica-
tion of the whites with each other. They were friendly, hunted and fished
with the whites on the best of terms, always strictly honorable with the lawa
of the woods, any game taken in partnership being divided equally, except
the skin, which went separately to the one who first wounded it, be it nover
so slight. If a bee tree was found in the spring, as was quite customary,
and the finder wished it to remain till there should be an accumulation of
honey, a simple chipping of the bark preserved the right of discovery intaoct,
and no charge of theft was ever laid to an Indian, though the troo was miles
from the owner’s home., The squaws did the work, planting the corn, cul-
tivating and caring for it, dressing the skins, getting the wood, doing the
camp work, making cord from some preparation of bark, and gathering
rushes to weave inte mats for covering their wigwams, or making beds.
The Indians at camp were generally smoking, cleaning their rifles, drying
their clothes or moccasing, as the dew, rain and swamps made this daily ave.
cation almoat a necessity. Dogs were common, generally a small, thin, cow-
ardly set of curs, and if a fat dog, made a rare feast, aa ia frequontly claimed,
for Indian diet; they did not have many in Michigan, Indian ponies were
their beasts of burden first, the sgquaws next. These ponies were small, and
all geemed to have their work to do; the older ones were almost buried
under camp equipage, with a squaw on top, and even yearlings would have
to carry a boy or girl. One or two of the leading ponies wore a bell, which,
during the march, was stuffed with leaves, but in camp tho leaves woro
removed and the poniea spanceled, which was done by tying the fore feet
together, loosely, with bark, so that they could feed on all within reach, and
by rearing up and plunging ahend, could have a limited range of pasture,
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and vet always be within hearing. These ponies were a comparatively new
acquisition to Indians. The early French explorers never wrote of them,
and it is supposed that they were first introduced to the Indians by the
epoils of Braddock’s defeat, in 1755, as the Mexican Indians obtained theirs
from Cortez. The hardships of winter exposure and poor feed gi‘aduﬂ.llj
changed the high bred English horse to the dwarf pony of the Indian.
There were exeeptions to squaws doing all the camp drudgery.

One afternoon in October, two Indians about thirty years of age, passed
my father’s honse on foot, going intoe the woods south of where Nichols-
ville now is, which woods at that time were a dense forest, from eight to
fifteen miles in extent without a habitation. They had blankets, a camp-
kettle and rifles, and were accompanied by several dogs. From the firing
heard from day to day, we knew they were camped within a mile or two.
About a week from the time of their arrival, they came from the woods
without the dogs or camp fixtures. The next day being Snnd:ﬁ.y: the fron-
tiersmen’s holiday, my brother and myself went to their camp, which we readily
found on the main trail, about a mile distant. The dogs made a pretense
of defense at a distance, but ran to the woods at our approach. The Indians
had killed six or seven deer, and built scaffolding of poles on which was the
venison cut up into pieces about one inch sguare, and strung on strings of
bark, like apples to dry, above the reach of the dogs, showing quite conelu-
gively that they had employed their time diligently. In two days they
returned with ponies and got their jerked vension. It is claimed by some
writers that the Indians nsed discretion in regard to the game; hunting one
geason in a locality and not repeating their visit for several years, so as to
allow game to become more plenty, but I think this a mistake as far as the
Pottawattomies wers eoncerned, at the time of which T write, as they were
in the practice of coming every season, and even killing game when out of
condition, for instanve decoying wild turkeys in the spring of the year at
pairing time, when they readily came within reach of the rifle at the coun-
terfeit call of the hunter. A more cruel practice was by means of a reed
instrument by which they eould successfully imitate the cries of a fawn in
distress, and thereby lure a mother doe, which happened to have fawns hid-
den near by, within easy reach of the fatal rifle, she perishing by the bullet
and the fawns by starvation. Having often heard the Indian hunter I imi-
tated the sound one day, while driving cattle from the woods, at the proper
geason, and was much surprised if not frightened at the result. A doe came
raushing through the brush, her hair turned forward, indicating attack,
making frantic efforts to release the supposed captured fawns,
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Speaking of the reed instrument used for decoying deer, remindas me of a
similar one used by a young chief, whiolh produced s monotonons, plaintive,
flute-like tone, which presumably was for the purpose of fascinating the
dusky belles of the forest. Wo often read of “* Laughing Water,” * Star of
the Sky,” “ Light of My Eyes,”” and many other wood nymphs of the forest
glades, with step of the fawn, neck of the swan, eyes like the gazelle; dressed
in robes of the richest furs, trimmed with the plumage of rarest birds, mooc-
fcasina gaily bedecked with porcupine quills and colored with the brightest
dyes. Theao oxist in the brain of the poet or historian, generally, at least
such characters were not plenty at the time written of. I remembaer but one,
and she was dressed in calico, and somewhat of her brilliant beanty was evi-
dently owing to a remote French ancestor. The squaws wera nsually dressed
in blue broedcloth leggins with fringes perhaps one and a half inches wide
on the ontside of either limb; a blue flgnred domestic calico short gown,
over which was worn a blanket, unless it was warm weather. On thelr feet
they wore moccasing of dressed deer skin. The blanket was supported by a
belt at times, cspecially if there was a pappoose, a year or two old, who rode
on the back of the mother inside of the blanket. If the child was young it
waa strapped to a board and hung on the back by a belt over the mother’s
forechead. The hair was wound up on o chip about two inches sguare and
fastened just back of the head; another style was braided and hanging down
the back., If the weather was inclement, the blanket was brought up over
the head, otherwise there was no head covering. The earrying strap was an
indispensable article of female use; it consisted of leather four to six feet in
length, two inches broad in the center, where it crossed the forehead, the
rest being about an inch in width for convenience in tying up the immense
packs of houschold goods or other articles to bo moved. The Indians wore
leggine, moccasins, s calico shirt generally of a lighter color, when new at
loast; the leggins also were rarely blue, generally light colored blanket cloth,
the fringes consisting of the colored border seen on Mackinaw blankets. A
blanket was belted at the waist and worn loose over the shoulders. In the
belt were carried a knife (protected by u leather sheath) and a small ax or
tomahawk, while depending from the right shoulder, hung on the left side,
the powder horn and charger, and bullet pouch containing bullets, bullet
molds, bullet starter, patch cloth, and extra flints, for flint locks were in com-
mon use, and any other needed extras for the chase, also not forgetting pipe
and tobacco. On the head was almost invariably worn a large colored cotton
handkerchief, wrapped around in somewhat of a turban style. This dress,
with a rifle across the shonlder, whose lock was protected from dampness by



THE POTTAWATTOMIES, 2656

a fox squirrel skin, completed tho costume. Somoetimes a feather or two was
sflded, especially if the party was high in rank.

Topinabee, the head chief before mentioned, had other chiefs under him,
the principal of whom were Pokagon, Weesaw and Shavehead. Pokagon
was @ native of Topinabee by marriage, his wife being a niece; his head-
gquarters were near the prairie named after him. He moved to Silver COreek
township, exempted from removal west, as stated, and died Aungust, 1840,
Weosaw waes nearer related to Topinabee than Pokagon, having married his
daughter. He had two other wives, but the princess was the favorite, sho
had the place of honor and walked next to him in the rear, the other wives
following her whenever they visited the whites. Hon. Geo. B. Turnoer
describes him as being every inch a king, tall, stately and dignified, fond of
ornament, his leggings being bordered with little bells, his hoad adorned by
a brilliant turban, his waist bound with a like sash, while on his breast he
wore a huge silver amulet Jeept very bright, and heavy rings of silver
depended from his ears and nosa. He had a village near Niles, alzo at a
later period in Volinia township on the Buell farm.

Shavehead was a different man from either of the others, being much
older. He had participated in many battles, and had a settled hatred of the
whites. His home was in the southeastern part of Cass county, on a prairie of
that name. Many incidents are related of his vindictiveness. Claiming his
righta as proprietor of the goil he levied tribute at a ferry of the St. Joseph
river at Mottville. At other times he took property such as he wanted,
without pay, till the settlers chastiscd him for it, and although law abiding
thereafter, he was always morose and sullen. It was enrrently reported that
he had ninety-nine white men's tonguoes strung on bark, and meant to have
the one hnundredth before he died. The writer saw him frequently. He
waa the only exception as to head covering; what hair he had was drawn
tightly together npward and tied with a string, making a tuft on the top of
his bead ; sometimes a feather or two was inserted.

When only women and children were at homo ho onforced his demands
for food by laying his hands on the knife in his belt, and it needed no repe-
tition to secure a supply. Tho first time I met him he carried an old rifle,
Within a year or so his rifla had been reamed ont and was what was termed
a smooth-bore, using either ball or shot. Not long afterward his smooth-
bore had been exchanged for a shot-gun, and a dead partridge hung to hia
belt. His step was less flrm, his head less erect, und it could be seen ab a
glanee that he was but a shadow of the proud chieftain of other days. His
last appearance in the settlement to my recollection found the shot-gun
gone, and in its place he oarriod a bow and arrows, begged his food and shot

v
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at pennies inserted in a cleft stick for a mark, the coin to be his if he hit it.
He had w far away look that seemed to reach back to childhood days
when he shot arrows with boys of hia own age, or roamed in freedom
through woods full of game, untrammeled by the restrictions of the hated
pale face. Or else, ho might have thought of the wild battle scenes of the
war path so often trod by him in his early days. "The writer once saw him
when he was recalling stirring ovents of other days. It wus in my father’s
ecabin; he was sharing its hospitality one night, so also were two French
traders. They were talking to him in his own langunge, and he was telling
thom of old battles he had passed through. The words 1 did net under-
stand, only as interpreted by the traders; but the significant gestures, the
tone of voice, the flashing eye, spoke elogquently of the chase, the surprise,
the struggle, the filerce combat, the trinmphant result, IHis death, like his
life, is enshronded in mystery, nnd the wvarious statements carry us back to
the legendary stories of the middle agos. First, to be brief, he hal an
intimate friend of the white race, a valiant hunter, living near his homae, on
Shavehead prairie. They were often companions in the chase and nearly
a8 often successful.

After a time Shavehead told another settler that deer wore gotting scarce
on account of the white man—not enough for both, one or tha other muat
go. The white hunter heard the statement and interpreted it to mean that
he or Shavehead must go to tho happy hunting grounds. On the next ocea.
pion when hunting together the settler returned alone, but Shavehead was
never heard from again. Another theory, as recorded by Hon. G. B. Turner,
wag this: The island in Diamond lake was first purchased and occupied by
n half recluse and hermit called Job Wright, who fished, hunted, trapped,
made baskots, and farmed a little. He was known as the basket maker,
Little else wans known about him except from rumor that he had been a
soldier (and scars on hias face indicated it), a sailor, loat hia fortune, been
disappointed in love, etc. But these were but surmises, as he was very roti-
eont and said but little of his former life, and evaded all gueations on the
subject. One afternoon he was in COassopolis disposing of his wares and
making some necessary purchases; had concluded his business and was on
the point of leaving, when his attention was attracted to a street group, in
the center of which was an Indian partinlly drunk, gesticulating violently
and rehoarsing some tragic exploits enacted on the war path. The Indian
wus old, the hair at the base of his head waa shaven off, and the rest gathered
in a bonch at the top and tied. His singular appearance and actions caunsed
the basket maker to linger, and hearing the word Chicago, he paid close
attention to a recital, overy word of which he evidently understood, of the

%
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brotal massacre of the garrison of United States troops st Fort Dearborn,
together with women and children, after they had surrendered and abandoned
the fort, and were a mile and a half on their way to Fort Wayne, in accord-
ance with the terms of capitulation. The Indian warmed up with his snb-
ject, forgetful of his andience; told the fearful tale with all ita horrors, and
whon he boasted of his achievements, even to braloing Innocent children
clinging to their mothers’ knees. and then striking down the mothers, and
then, with hands reeking with blood, teariug their scalps from their heads
even before death had pnt an end to their sufferings, the hermit started, and
muttered between his compressed lips, ““It is he; I thought it was at firat,
now I know for certain.” Heiavoluntarily took his gun from his shoulder,
but paused, evidently changing his mind, listened carelessly, it seemed, to the
furtner recital, waiting patiently and watching the Indian's farthor movemonta.

Just before sundown the old brave left the village, and the old soldier, a
survivor of the massacre, as we now Lknow him to have been,
marked the direction he went and silently took the trail of the
red man, with his gun off his shoulder resting in the hollow of his left arm
and the right hand clasped around the lock, with forefinger carelessly toying
with the trigger. The last rays of the setting sun from the western bank of
Stone lake cast longthened shadows from their forms,—red and white man
alike. Did it ever do 5o for both again? Naver! It was n common remark in
the village that Shavehead had not been seen or heard from since that after-
noon. One more account and I close—a more prosaic history and perhaps
the trne one, but I like the hermit atory the best, as it scems more fitting
that the old warrior should go out of life in harness as it were, in a flery
struggle becoming a brave chief who had taken a successful part in a hun-
dred engagements. The last is this: The old chief, enfeabled by age and
worn out by toil and poverty, was taken sick on the old Pe Peeaw farm
within two or three miles of this place, Four Mile Lake; was cared for by
the Indians, treated professionally by the late Dr. Andrews of Paw Paw,
finally died and was buried in a hollow log in the wooida, where one dark
night Dr. Clapp and one or two others who shall be namecless, visited his
grave and severed his head from his body with a lath hatchet, deposited it
in an empty 8x10 glnss box and triumphantly bore their trophy to Paw Paw
in o one horse wagon withont fear of the ghost of the depurted brave; boiled
the flesh from the bonesin the back yard of one of the citizens of the village,
and the ekull may yet be a prominent and attractive article of curiosity in
the collection of the pionears of Van Buren counnty.
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