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LAXDMARKS OF LENAWEE COUNTY!?

EY MRS, FRANEK . DOTGE

This Httle paper will be neither logical nor statistienl, bui what one
of my good pioncer neighbors used to call, “Little Reminiscenves of o
Back Past.”

The firet mention of the layiog out. noming and deflning the bound
aries of Lenawee County i to be found in a proclamation of Gen. Cass,
dated September 10, 1822, Several pnew counties were laid out at
this time. and until they should be properly orgunized. ench  was at
tached to some couniy already organized, and it fell o the lot of
Lenawee® to be attached to Monroe, That first descriplion included
within the boundarier of Lenawee, the present couniles of Hillsdale,
Branch. #t. Joseph, Cass= and Bervien. The present boondarvies  of
Lenawee were detined in 1529, T think. 1t i= rather interesting (o note
that in o proclamation of 18526, mention is made of lnd (o be attached
to lenawes County, anx being territory to which the Iondian title was
extinguished by the trealy of Chicagoe? and in o later legizlative act,
1920, Indian conntey, newly acguired by treaty held 0 fhe Cary Mis
sion, was atpched (o Lenawee County,  Thus we see thal mach of our
Fair county came to ux divectly from the Todiaps, and it seems singn-
larly appropriate that its pame, Lenowee! a Shawnee word, =hould
signify fudian,

The United States Land Offee for the sale of Lenawee Connty lands
war opened ot Monroe in 15828 and the first lamd mmken up was by
Austin E. Wing of Monwee,  Musgrove BEvans® @ survevor. caome (o
Michigan Prom New York State that vear intending o engage in the

'Head af annual merting, Jun= 5 10016

‘Lenawes Connly was detnched from Monroe, Dhec. 21, 1825,

Chicago T'reaty, August 29%th, 1821,

Lenawee menning e paper by Mr. Jenka on the origin of names of coun-
tiea of Michigan. this volume.

The Aret ss=itloment was made at Tecomssh, May 21, 1824, The fArst settlors
were Musgrove Evans, wife gnd five childeen, Joseph W. Rrown, Erra F. Bleod,
Marthan Rarthburn., Peler Lowe, Peler Benson and wife, Simon Sloate, John
Borland, Capl. Petér Ingnle, John Fulsom, Jamea Young, Gearge Spofford, Curtis
Page and Levi Haxter, Turner Steison and his wife who had come from Hoston
joinad the party at Delrolt,. S[ee [Mustrated History and Ricgrophical Record of
Lenaices Coumly by Knapp and Bonner, p. 11,
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survey of public lands then being made and to look for a suitable loea-
tion. At Detroit he met Mr. Wing whoe told him of the fine waier
power and beauntiful country in sonthern Michigan. They accordingly
explored the valley of the River Raisin, and selected the spot whero
Tecumseh now stamnds. The location was ideal. fine water power, and
a beautiful open prairie country with fertile soll, timber within easy
reach wos abundant. AM that remained was to find a miller and a
farmer.

Mr. Wing had political ambitions and wished to go (o Congress, LEven
in those days, politicinns were not wholly disinterested, and Mr, Wing
is credited with the following remark: “If we go into milling and
farming, and establish a mill, setilers will know that T am intevested,
anil will vote to send me to Congress. If I am elected, with the aid

of Gen. Jacob Brown (Commander-in-chief of the U, 8, Army), you
cin be appointed government surveyor,” Tt was then decided to go
back to New York and interest Joseph “W. Brown (a brother of Gen.
Brown) who was both a miller and a farmer. Mr. Brown looked with
favor upon the enterprise and the co-partnership of Wing, Evans and
EBrown was formed for the enterprise. It is inferesting to note in pass-
ing, that Mr. Wing's political ambitions were fulfilled to the letter, he
went to Congress and Mr. Evans was made a government survevor,

Early in the spring of 1824, AMusgrove IEvans with hiz wife and five
children, Joseph W, Brown, and thirteen others, sinrvied from Jeflerson
County, New York, for Detroit. They passed up Lake Ontario and
Ningara River to Dlack Rock, there joined a party from Duffalo and
chartered the schooner Hrie, ascended TLake Evie and reached Detroit
in April, 15824. Here the families were left while the men with a
French gunide and a pony to ecarry luggage staried through the woods
on foot, following an Indian trail. The desirable water power before
mentioned, determined the location st Tecumseh and here Musgrove
Evans bronght his fomily June 2, 1824, The people of Tecumsel, hold-
ing in loving remembrance the founders of their town. last year., June
2o 01900), placed a boulder on the site of that first house in Lenanwes
Connty, That boulder bearvs not only the name of the man wha buailt
that first house, buat also that of the womnn whoe made of thar first
house n home, and surely this pioneer mother had no small share in
the settlement of Lenawer County.  The fivst hastily constroeted log-
hounse hoad no chimney nor fireplaee. The eooking fire was built upon
the groumd in (he center of the honse, the smoke going out of o hole in
the rool. wind and weather permitiing. With this primitive fire aod
a bake kettle for an oven. Mrs. Evans prepared food for her own family,
the workmen in her husband’s employ and chance comers and goers,
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an average family of fifteen or twenty persons®  Mre. Irown brought
his wife and five children in the antumn and they were also joined by
Mr. and Mrs. George Spofford. A bedroom, chimney and fireplace were
added to the original house, and there these nineteen people spent the
winter together. Even amidst the hardships of that first winter, the
education of the children was not forgotten. A building of tanbark and
poles was erected for a schoolhiouse, and Mre. George Spofford taught
that winter, being the first to teach in the county. The next year Mr.
Brown built the first frame honse, Tt was an ediflee with some preten
tions to size and style. and besides the family apartments, had others for
the use of transients. Thus was opened the first and only public house
in the Territory west of Monroe.

In the meantime Tecumsel had been platted as a village, named and
made the county seat.” A sawmill®* was built and a store opened. Mr.
Evans called the settlement Tecumseh, after the famous Shawnese chief ,
of that name, who, tradition says often visited that locality and sat
in council around the fires of the resident tribes. An objection was
raised on the ground that Tecomseh was a British Indian, and fought
for the DBritish. Friend Musgrove Evans replied, “Thee is mistaken,
Tecumseh fonght on his own aceount, and for his own people, Tecumsaeh
was Natnre's Indian.” and thus the matter wae settled. Historians de
scribe this great chief Tecumseh as possessed of a noble fignre, a counte
nance expressive of magnanimity and of moral teaits far above his race,
a warrior in the brondest Indian sense. He disdained to wear the per
sonal adornments affected by his people, and although holding rank as
brigadiergeneral in the Rritish service adherred to his Indian dress of
deerskin cont and legging. 1 have stood in Tecumseh Park, Chatham,
Ont,, and gazed upon the spol where this great chief fell, dying; on
the walls of one of Tecumsel's benutiful homes in the place of honor
I have looked upon the British flag in which he was wrapped and
have been taken in a canoe up the Thames River to his last resting place.
These monmnents to his memory have stirred within me emotions of
veneration and awe. Here was a noble red man, his name and fame
have outlived those of many a white man, who came into the new country,
made for himself a home, and then passed on leaving no record of his
life and work.

I must not pass on without making some specinl mention of Gen.
Joseph W. Brown. ITe seems to have been n man of initintive and n

*Boo Rarly Hist. of Lenawee County, by Alfred L. Millard, 1876, as by recom-
mendation of Prealdent and Governors for Centennial Anniversary, p. 9.

"When Tecumseh was chosen as the county seat by legisiative act, June 30, 1824,

Mr. Wing swung his hat with such vigor that nothing remalned of it but a
plece of the brim about the slze of a dollar.

*A gristmill was bullt in 1826 and the stones wers made by Sylvester Black-
mar, a miller, from a rock found near the mill site.



LANDMARKS OF LENAWEE COUNTY 481

natural leader of men. He built the first gristmill and sawmill in the
county, esiablished the Hrst stage mail route between Detroit and
Chicago: did the first farming, and ground the first wheat, built the
first frame house, and ploughed the first furrow in Lenawee County.
Although of Quaker descent, he had a natural aptitude and taste for
military life and tactics, and wons appointed by President Juackson,
first a colonel and later a brigadier-general® of Michigan militia and
by virtue of these commissions acted as commander-in-chief of the Mich-
igan troops ealled out in the Dlack Hawk War, 1832, and the Toledo
War 1835,

A sccond settlement was made in Lenawee County by Harvey Bliss,
at Dlissfleld, the year following the settlement of Tecumseh. (His
pieture can be seen in the portralts of pioneers in the museum at Lan-
sing.) In the same year, Dariug Comstock, whose son Addison J. dfter-
wurd became the founder of Adrian, eame from New York State, and
took up quite a tract of land south of Tecumseh. In the winter fol-
lowing, Gen. Brown writing bnck to his mother in the old home said,
“The D, Comstock that I mention, is a Friend of a large fortune, and
much of a gentleman. His place he calls ‘Pleasant Valley.! It is four
miles south of us through an open country where you may drive a
post coach without entting a tree. He has a large fine family. A
Friend has bought near him, and they bid fair to have a large Friend's
settlement.” This prophecy was fultilled, a Quaker Church was built,
and that valley to this day is known as the Quaker Valley. As a
child I remember seeing the fair of the sect who clung to the Quaker
garb, drive into Adrian on a Baturday in the quaint old carry-alls, the
elder women in the soft dove.colored gowns and shawlg, the quaint
bonnet, framing the sweetly placid faces. This Quaker Valley has al-
ways held a fascination for me as I drive past its prosperous farms.
I always think of it as the “Peaceful Valley,” it seeins so remote from
the strife of the busy world. I love to wander through its grass-grown
burying ground. In the older part all were buried in rows, no separa-
tion intoe family groups, no pretentions monuments, only a wee moss.
covered marker; all here were equal, all were Friends. In one of these
old time rows, I found the resting place of my own Quaker ancesiress
from the Neuwer family home in Hillsdanle County. Bhe came to visit
among the Friends of the Valley, and spent her last days enjoying the
privileges of her church, Indeed they tell me that she was quite gifted
in speech, and was often moved by the spirit to bear witness to the

*See [llustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenmawee 0. by Knapp
and Bounner., pp. 66-8. Hrown had boen commissioned April 21, 1831, brigadier-
general of the Third Brigade of Michigan. During the Dilack Hawk war John R.
Willlams was major-gensranl of the troops in Michigan. Sees Vol. XXXI. thils
series,

il
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glory of God. In this peaceful spot also rests the earthly body of a
noble woman whose good works extended beyond Lenawee County nnd
beyvond Michigan, Aunt Laura Haviland.'®* 1 do not need to tell yon
of her work as n nurse in the Civil War, or as a conductor of the Under-
ground Railroad. Many freedmen were brought to the Quaker Valley,
many more found refuge in Canada. Nor did her good work end with
the abolition of slavery. In her home in the Valley, she established a
freedman’s home and school. Graduoally were gathered all homeless waifs
who ecame to her knowledge, irrespective of color, and from this Havi.
land Home, and largely through her influence grew our own State Pub-
lic School at Coldwater. It has been the privilege of the people of
Lenawee County to erect at Adrian in her memory a drinking fountain
and over this fountain presides the effigy of the quaint little Quaker
lady” herself, seated in state, clad in bonpet and shawl, her benign
countenance keeps guard over all.

Addison J. Comstock,'* the son of Darius Comstock, built the first
house in Adrian, and thither brought his bride, August, 1826, The
house stood in a beautiful oak grove on the hank of the River Raisin.
Nearby Mre. Coms=tock had alveady built a sawmill. Two vears later he
Inid out and platted the villange of Adrian,. The plot contained forty-
nine lots which seemed to the founders, suficient for all time to come.
The locality had previously been enlled Lognn, but Mres, Comstock now
christened it Adrian for the Roman Emperor. Their son born Aungust,
1527, was the flrst while child born in Adrian and the infant's death
the following October was the first death. The child was buried in a
plat of ground subsequently given by Mr. Comstock to the cily for a
burving ground, but as the city grew up around it, its use was discon-
tinued and some vears ago it was converted into n park; but T can still
remember the fenrsome awe with which we, as children, would on a
bright sunshiny day, venture to wander through the tangled grass and
wild flowers and decipher the gquaint old epitaphs upon the crombling
slones.,

These early davs were nat without theirv davs of relaxation—one came

“Auni Laura Haviland, daughter of Danlel and Sens Smith, was born at
Kitley, Ontarlo, Canada, Dec. 20, 1808, Her father, a native of New York State,
was an approved minister In the Soclely of the Friends. Bhe marrled Charles
Haviland, Jr., in 18256 and came with two children to Lenawee County In 1828,
She was one af the organizers of the Abolition Society In the 30'8 and was no
netive In her work that slave Iinteresta inm the south offered a rewnrd of $31,000
for her dead or alive. She died at the home of her brother, Rev. Samuel B.
Smith of Grand Rapids, Mich,, April 20, 1508, See sketch in IMTiustrafed History
dnd Riographical Record of Lenaices Co,, MWich., by Knapp and Bonner, pp. 70-2.

upr. Comstock was the frst postmaster at Adrian, his salary consisting of
the revenue coming from the route from Adrinn to Monros, The flest guarter's
receipts were J8.460% and netied the postmaster over office expenses %0%; centa.
Even then the postmaster took advantage of ox teams which took five days for
the trip. Hist. of Lenawes County, by A. L. Millard, pp. 13. 14.
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with the first 4th of July celebration in 1828, A large crowd of thirty
or forty persons was assembled amid the roar of an anvil. Mpr., Com-
stock read the Declaration of Independence. Dr. Ormsby, the first
doctor in Adrian, delivered an oration, then the marshal of the day led
the procession through the principal streets, overgrown with hazel brush
to Mr. Comstock’s house where the ladies of the village served dinner.
Bonfires and n dance ended the festivities of the day. Another great
day for Adrian wos the celebration in honor of the completion of the
Erie and Kalamazoo Railrond'® to Adrian in 18306, Great was thoe
rejoicing of the people for at last a market was opened direct with Lake
Eric nand the East. An event long remembered in the little settlement
of Palmyra, a few miles east of Adrian, was a visit from Governor
Btevens T. Mason; to be sure the visit was accidentnl, but an event,
nevertheless. In 1537, Gov. Mason and party were obliged to spend a
Sunday at Palmyra, having missed a connection with the Palmyra and
Jacksonburg road, Saturday night. A copy of the Michigan Whig, an
Adrian publication, dated August 26, 1840, gives a description of a
mass meeting in the Harrison & Tyler presidential campaign with an
account of raising the campaign log cabin, the logs for which were
drawn from all parts of the county, ench township coming with ox team.
The township of Fairfield came with the most unique pageant, to quote
from the paper, “A IHarveison Buggy” constrocted in true log cabin
siyle. The flrst two or three logs mounted on wheels twentysix feet
long., On these a rustic vehicle was constructed which held forty or
fifty persons; the whole was drawn by thirty-four yoke of oxen.

The other parts of the county were rmpidly settled. but from the time
of the settlement of Adrian, a strife grew up between that place and
Tecumseh for the first location of the county seat. Tecumseh had to
her advantage, two years growth, a larger population, and the posses-
slon of the county seat, but the geographical position of Adrian, nearer
the center of the county and the completion of the Erie and Kalama-
zoo River Railroad, decided the question in favor of Adrian and the
change took ploee in 1838, A story is (old of a conversation which took
place during that time of rivaley, between Darvius Comstock and Gen,
Brown. Sald Mr. Comstock, “Does thee really think, Joseph, that
thee has a better place at Tecumseh for the county seal, than we have at
Adrian?" “No" said the General “but we bhave n muoch better water
power, and we will keep the county seat also, if we can.”

Ome great factor in the settling of the county, partienlarly the North-
ern portion, was the opening of the government, or the Chicago Road,
or as the old settlers always called it, the Chicago turnpike from Detroit

“In 1837 these tralns were advertised to run dally between Toledo and Adrian
and to connect with stage lines for Michigan, Chicage and Wisconsin Territory,
Boes paper following on location of boulder.
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to Chicago, some one who remembered the old days said that doring the
30's wagon loads of settlers were constantly passing along the turn
pike. This great highway with its stagecoaches was the great link with
the outer world, and along it grew up the prosperous farms and sub-
stantinl buildings. At Clinton one of the old stage housces is still stand-
ing on the old Chicagoe Road., The Woman®s Club of Clinton has marked
a boulder with the date of the surveying of the road, 18227, and the nome
of the surveyvorn A little later o government road was surveved from
Monroe through Tecumseh to Combridge township where it joined the
Chicago IRoad. The new road wns known as the Monroe Turnpike. 1In
the spring of 1830, the first stage went west from Tecumseh along an
independent line from that place to White Pigeon.

The early association of Lenawee County with Monreoe County makes
the following letter, written from Mouroe in February, 1819, of especial
interest to us., It was loaned me by a relative of the writer. Its quaint
and rather stilted phraseology bears witness of o more leisurely age
thon ours,

Michigan Territory, Feb. Tth, 181%.
Dear Unecle and Friends:

With pleasure I now improve an few of the fleating moments allotted
me by divine Providence in writing to far distant friends, through the
goodness of God we are at present enjoyving a tolorable degree of good
health, and I hope that these few lines will find you all enjoying the
same Blessing.

Our removal to this country was somewhat sudden, therefore we had
no opportunity of visiting youn before we came. “We have a very pleas-
ant country. Although the ways of the inhabitants are not so agree-
able, being chiefly French, yet there are many English FPeople daily
moving in and the prospect i= that many more will move here as soon
as the lands are surveyed. The River Raisin on which we live is a
beautiful stream of water, about as large again as Mud Creek and
abounds with fish of almost every kind. This River lies South of De-
troit, about thirty miles, and is navigable ati ull seasons, abount eight
miles from its mouth for vessels of about forty Tons Burthen, in the
spring and fall it iz navigable fifty miles up it. The face of the country
is very level for twelve miles up the River, and the timber is chiefly
oak and hickory. Above that the land is very different being a great
deal higher though not hilly, it is covered with all kinds of timber, such
as sugnr maple, white maple, white wood, basswood, ash, oak, hickory,
black waloutl, butternut, Dalm of Gilend, mulberry, sveamore and
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paupan (paw-paw).*®* There are growing on the bottom lands of the
river, five kinds of ash (to-wit) white, black, blue, hoop and prickley
ash. The soil of the uplands = of n dark snuff colored loam and that
of the bottom land is a black sand and covered with rushes from two
to four feet in length, they are nncommonly thick.

The winters are very light, we have not had more than an inch in
depth of snow here this winter, nnd at present there ig no frost in the
ground. People are all busy aboul thelr ploughing. 1 think I never
saw %o fine a country for to ralse stock, in my life. T imagine there are
more than two or three hundred head of cattle in this place that have
not seen a lock of hay or a kernel of grain this winter, and they are
now good beef. The old inhabitants are a very indolent set of people,
the lower class of which depend almost wholly on hunting for their
living. Those of a higher class make good dependence on the fur trade
with the Indians which is tolornble good at present. Muny of the old
French scttlers have beautiful orchards in which they roise abun-
dance of apples, pears nand cherries which fruit is very natural to this
couniry. There are many inconveniences attending wmew comers into
this country, considering the time it has been seitled. The French be-
ing very jealous of their rights and, likewise very cantions of their deal.
ings with the Yankies, asx they call all English people, having been
many times cheated by muany of them. It is expected that their land
will be surveyed and ready for sale in the course of a yenr. The state
price is two dollars per acre. There is no society here nt present, ex-
cept the Roman Catholic. We are in hopes to have a lodge established
here shortly, and we have some small hopes of having a minister here
next suommer. In short if any man has a few extry Dollars by him
I think that he cannot do better than to lay them out in this country.

I have nothing more to write nt present. Mother, S8ally and my wife
wishes to be remembored to yon all. I should be very happy to receive
a letter from any one of you, and 1 bhope that after yvou receive this
that you will oblige us with a line—

Yours
JOSEPH BRADISH.

Addressid to Wm. John Dradish,
Palmyra,
Ontarie Co.,, New York.
Post Mark New Snlem Hills 2/8 (second month, eighth day).
“Thia In wvariousl TNed - y 3 - .
betlar l:n;rn L0 u: l?; tmmu'l?;;:h ::-?::'l“untndm‘ pﬁ:”:mn h:'l' ﬁ:heﬂntr—lﬂi* “:!

Van Buren from the Indlan frult found along the banks of ihe rivers. See
Vol. ITI, p. 635, this series. The fruit is sclontifically called pa-pa.va
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Eliza Calvert Hall, in her charming, “Aunt Jane of Kentucky,” has
gaid of the pioneers, “Did you ever think, how curious it was for them
men to leave their homes and risk their own and the lives of their little
children and their wives, just to git to a new country? It appears to
me they must have been led, just like Columbus was when he crossed the
big ocean in his little ships. T reckon of the women and children had
had their way about it, the bears and the wildcats and the Indians wonld
be here yet. But a man goes where he pleases and a woman’s got to
follow.” I have often thought the same thing. What could our pioneers
ancestors have hoped for. They were prosperous farmers in their
pleasant New York state homes, for it was from New York that most
of the Lenawee County seftlers came, and they could only hope to be
prosperous farmers in the new country after years of hardship and
toil. Perhaps they were “led,” as Aunt Jane says, and that this our
beautiful  AMichigan was the promised land; and their star of
hope was the long looking into the future, the building of n new state
for their children, with the privileges of broader edueation, and a nobler
manhood, and then if the women were loath to come, they had promised
to obey and followed where their lords led, not as a clog in the wheel
of progress but as a sturdy helpmate. Tt always brings a tear to my
eye when I think of my own pioneer grandmother, who unwilling to
overtax the precious teams, walked the five miles through the Black
Swamp west of Toledo, and carrvied her year-old babe in her arms. I
don’t know how many other miles she walked, bt the story of that
journey to the promised land says that omnly “granny,” and the three-
vear- old rode all of the way.

I have as my herilage, many stories of that eventful journey which
began in Niagara County. Wew York, on “May Day,” 1835. Twenly-
one davs later the little ecaravan reached Madison township, Lenawee
county. There were several families in the little company and we can
bring to our fancy the pleasurve of the first of these twenty-one days
together through the older seliled Ohio, the out-of-door life, for they
drove all the waxy, in the beantiful spring weather, the stopping at night
at the wayside taverns. But as the journey neared its end, the country
grew rougher, the roads at times almost impassable, often through that
dreadful swamp musil the teams be put together to draw a wagon from
the mire; the forest grew more dense. The thought of founding a home
in that wilderness weighed heavily upon the heart of the mother, but
it was “granny,” the blessed Quaker grandmother who turning her back
upon kindred and friends had joined her fortunes with her children.
It was “granny” who was the patron saint of that journey; her placid
Quaker ealm met all the trials of that journey with a cheerful spirit
that gave courage to all. T am not telling this pioneer story becanse it
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is unique, but because it is the pioncer story that I know best of all,
and it is really not a Lenawee County story after all, for my grand-
fathee, William Weaver, stayed only one year in Lenawee County, and
then went on to the newer Hillsdale County, where government land
was still to be had. Hillsdale had only just been szeparated from Len-
awee County, and the pioneer experiences were all pretty much alike.
The founding of that new home in the wilderness, is a veritable romance,
Tinged with the sentiment of declining vears I have often heard its
incidents, from fivst my grandfather and then my father, The latter
wans but three years old when he made that memorable journey but to
his last day he retained a very vivid recollection of it all, and only the
charm and fascination of his boyhood life in that new country remained.
It there were hardships, time had softened them into pleasures. Nature
had provided bountifully for the new comer, but he must help himself,
There were whole forests of building materinl oak, hickory, pine, black:
walnut, and the flrst thought was shelter for the family and the faith-
ful horses. That first house was built withont one board or one nail;
logs chinked with mud, slabs for flooring. bark for the roof; the chimney
built up of stones and topped with sticks. The crowning glory of the
bouse was the fireplace, in the warmest corner of which was granny's
chair. That fireplace was the center of social and domestic family life,
At night all gathering before ite cheerful blaze to hear the news of the
day's events. Ilefore that cheerful blaze too, was prepared the family
food. Oh, the stores of the good things cooked upon that swinging
crane, in that bake kettle; of the bread toasted upon the loaf before
the blaze; the potatoes roasted in the ashes; the spareribs dripping in
the pan. Often would the stick chimney catch on fire and frighten the
children, if father were too far away to be called, but as the last sur-
vivor of that memorable migration tells me, “Mother was nimble and
could climb pretty well and tear off the top sticks when needed. She
was full of resources and so brave always; we children expected she
could care for vws no matter what happened.” As soon as the family
was sheltered. ground must be cleared and erops put in. But nature
helped to feed the pioneer, the wild strawberry, the whortleberry, the
grape, the sop of the maple, and it was a land literally flowing with
honey for the yvoungest lad one day followed a honey bee and all that
wis neceszary was to saw off the tree and carry home the bee hive, and
thenceforth wag the fomily supplied with honey.

For weighbors there were the original owners of the soil a tribe of
gentle, friendly Potawatomie Indians. Old Baw Bese, the chief had
hiz summer camp near the new home, and his winter eamp on the shore
of Bawbese Lake, Old Baw Bese had two wives, the young new wife rode
behind him on his pony. the old wife walked and carried the burdens.
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The twelve.year-old Iad played daily with the Indian boys riding their
ponies and playing their games. Besides Baw Ilese were Metean, Ne-
Magin-a-swot. Metean was called the Peace chief from his mild dis-
position. My grandfather alwaye lived in harmony with the Indians.
He treated them with kindness and justice; they looked up to him with
respect and veneration, and offten brought him gifts; wild turkey, duck,
fish or honey. If the honey were strained, grandmother would not
touch it, her New England housewifery spirit bringing forth the guery,
“Who knows how clean their hands were when they strained it.” One
day grandmother and grandfather were gathering huckleberries when
an Indian from {he other side of the swamp called, “Weber, Weber,
come ober,” after repeated calls grandfather went over, and there found
with the young Indian and his squaw, a young pappoose strapped to a
board in the usual way. The young father as prond as any other yvoung
father. Grandfather, whose love for the little ones had not been dim-
med, and by the struggle to cave for his own small brood of seven, ad-
mired the baby, and then began ecalling, “Mother,” the Indian took up
the word and ecalled “Muder, Muder, come ober.” So mother came over
to admire the mewcomer. This is only to illustrate the friendliness
of this gentle tribe, which a mistaken government not long after, sent
away from their pleasant camping grounds to a new home bevond the
Misgigsippi.tt

A very important member of the pioneer family was old Spank, the
farm dog. He came all the way from the old home in York State. On
the journey he was guard, pelice, surveyor, and when the new home was
reached, constituted himself the special body-guard of granny and the
children. forcing and leading {hem home one day when thev lost their
way coming through the woods from a distant neighbor's. For =ocial
relaxation on the long winter evenings, grandfather and grandmother
would sometimes vigit the neighbor’s. One night returning from such
a visit, they were chased by wolves. Grandmother was seated in the
rear of the primitive sledge, her back supported by a log chain. Grand-
father stood and lashed the horses into a run, but faithful old Spank
kept the wolves at bay, striking at them when they came too close, and
always retnrming to run by grandmother’s gside. Do you not think he
wias worthy of the place he has kept in the family history?

Just one more personal story. When the yvear-old babe reached the
new home she eried for the cradle that perforece was left behind, and re-
fused to be comforted until her father one day brought home an Indian
sap-trough he had found in the woods. In this improvised cradle no
happier child ever slept the dewey slecp of youth. We henr much now-

"By treaty at Chicago, Sept. 26, 18322, the Chippewas, Ottawns and Potawat-
tomies ceded to the 17, 5. most of thelr reservation south of the Grand Tlver.
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adays of the perniciousness of rocking our babies, but I am sure this
child’s brain was not addled by the process, for with womanhood she
attnined great intellectual strength and in later years in a Wisconsin
seminary, had among her pupils a Ind whose subsequent carcer is
familinr to yon all, Senntor Robert Lo Follette. Only recently this
dear olil lady said to me, “So 've always said 1 felt that having been
rocked in an Indian saptrough for a cradle, my first moccasing the
gift of an Imdian. having been fed on sassafeas roots, wintergreen berries,
thorn apples, ground cherries and wild things generally, T could very
reasonably be considered indigenous to Michigan soll.”

I have in my hand iwo original leiters which are of interest to us at
this particular time when the whole nation is paying tribute to the
memory of a Michigan soldier, Gen. George A. Custer. [ have selecied
these from several more personal in the possession of the family of
Capt. Charles M. Walker, late of Adrian. The first is a letter written
by Gen. Custer from headquarters at City Point, Va., July 3, 1864, and
addressed to Senator Zachariah Chandler.

The second letter is one nddressed to Mr. Walkér and written by

Gen. W. R, Shafter, Nov. 24, 1807:

Camp Michigan Cavalry Brigade
Headguarters 1st. Brig., 1st. 8is. O, C.
City Point. V., July 3, 1864.

Hon. Z. Chandler, U. 8. A.:

Dear Bir:—I hope voun will pardon me for again calling your atten-
tion to the ease of Mr. Chas. M. Walker of Lapeesr, Michigan, whom 1
desire to have appointed Captain in the Commissary or Quartermasier's
Department, He has been with this Brigade since the Army erossed the
Rapidan on the commencement of the present ecampaign. Although
holding no appointment or official position under the Government, he
has served on my staff as Volunteer Aidede Camp, and has participated
in every engagement in which the Michigan Cavalry Brigade has borne
a part. And he has throughout shown himself to be a brave, gallant
and thoroughly patriotic officer, having particularly distinguished him-
self by hi= courage and energy in every one of the thirteen encounters,
He hidd his horse twice shot under him at Cold Harbor, and iwo horses
shot under him at Trevillion Station while serving on my staff.  He
has most fearlessly and heroieally exposed himself at all times.

He would prefer to receive the appointment of Captain €. 8., and
this would be my preference also. could it be arvanged. as he wonld
he enabled to take the ficld with me. There will soon be a vacaney in
that Department in this Brigade, the officer now holding the position,
having been ordered elsewhere. If this appointment eannot be secured,
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Mr. Walker would rather obtain one as Capt and A. Q. M., than re-
furn home. In this department there is now a vacancy in the Brigade.
I assure you that the appointment of Mr. Walker would produce most
universal satisfaction, both amongst the officers and men of the Brigade.
Ag for myself I shall esteem it n great personal favor if youn would
use yvour influence to assist him in obtaining the place.
I am very respectfully,
Your sincere friend,
Q. A, CUBTER,
Brig. Genl.,, U. 8. Vola, Comdg. Mich. Cavalry Brig.

Ringgold Barracks, Texas,
November 24, 1867.

My Dear Charles:—The Spirit moveth me to write you to-day and
I obey its dictates. 1st, Because T want to hear from you, and again
becnuse I want to know something of the officers of the old Tth.

Where is Bob Curtis, Col. Grosvenor, the Adjt. Tom Hunt, Genl.
Baxter, Amos Hicock and last but not least, how are you. 1T am the
Lt. Col.,, 41st Infty. Bat.,, Col. U. B. A., and am now and expect to
“be for a long time in command of this TMost. There are but two com-
panies here now: will eventually have four. It is a fearful ploce to
live in, the entire population being Mexicans. - You can go a hundred
miles on this frontier and not meet a person that can speak English.
In the town here, of four hundred people there are but two or three
Americans. You remember the tales Bob Knaggs used to tell of Texas.
I thought he used to stretch the truth, He didnr'i,

We have been having the fever here fearfully (in Texas), although
among the officers and men of the post we have had but little. Two
Aclg. Asst. Burgs. have died here with it and the . M. Clerk. T had
it, but got along after a while. In the town, however it had been differ-
ent, not far from two hundred have died (about half).

Are you getting ready for war again and what view do yon take
of the situation? TFrom what I recollect of your political opinions I
Judge you to sustain Congress,

I say nothing of myself as. T cannot well sustain the policy of the
President without denouncing Congress and Vice Verse. My mind is how-
ever fully made nup as to the rights of the gquestions that are before the
country, and should blood again flow, I hope to be hble to do my duty
to my country. Could T see you I should nave no hesitancy in giving
you my views, but T do not like to write them. I am going over to New
Orleans next week to meet and bring my wife and little girl across the
Gulf.

There is some prospect of my going North next spring to stay a year,
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us Supt. Regtl, Rectg. Bervice. If T do T hope to see some of my old
and valued companions in arms. You recollect Hinks of the 19ih Mass,?
He is Lt. Col,, 40th, and 1 real him. By an aci of the last Congress
where officers had the same date of appt.. their rank was (o be deter-
mined by the lengih of time they had served as Commissioned officers
either in the Regular Army or since the 19th day of April, 1861, in the
Voluntéers. 'The object of the bill wus to make the eleven Cols.. and
eleven L4, Cols, appointed from the Regular army, rank the appts. from
the Volunteer, eleven of each grade being from the Volunteers, It done
it, as almost ecery one of the appts. from the Regular Army had served
for a long time,

It was the junior officer of Vols. appt. Lt. Col, but I shall rank
every other Vol, Appt., as my service was confinwous in the U, B, Ber-
vice from Aungust 22nd, '61, to the date of my appl. July 28th, 66, which
was a longer period than any one of the other appis. served, and con-
sequently I rank the pariy.

Remember me kindly to any and all the Tth. Believe me,

. Very truly, vour friend,
W, K. SsHAFTER.
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