INDIANS O BARRY COUNTY.

EY TIEXRY A. GOODYEAR.D

My vecollections of the band of Lodians who made their home on the
banks of the Thovuapple wear this place date back to 1510, when 1 first
scttled in the little hawmlet of Hastings, This was a small band com-
pared with those farther north.

The Ottawas and the Potawilomies (close [riends and allies) ocen
pried the middle and lower portion of the State. “Ulhiesge tribes belonged
Ao one family, the Algonguin.  The Potawatomies rvanged over the south-
crn tier of counties, and part of Indiana.

I remember golng to the eastern part of Baltimore township in the
apring of 1=11, with o view of teading for foes, where the Todions were
cugaged in making maple sagar, On my way theve 1 ecnwe aeross an
old Indisn cornfield of the Porawatomies, s I was informed by my
Indian guide, thus showing conclusively that this tribe must have ocvew
pied at least the southern part of Darey county. The Potawatomies
were removed by the government to a vescrvation beyvond the Mississippi
river in 18378,

Each band of the Ottawa tribe, and there were wany of them, had
their own separaie chief. The name of the chief of the Hastings' band

Phis artlele was written by Mr, Henry A. Goodyear, and read before the Pioneer society
of Barry eounty. Mr. Goodyear eame to Hastings in August, 1810, and was the pioneer
banker and merchant of the town. He identifed himself prominently with all the vared
interests of the county, accupied many positions of trust l.n:r:upmuil;-il.il v. Hewas the first
president of the village, and first mayvor of the city after it was organized asz such. He was
twiea chosen representative. and once elected to the State sennte, He discharged the
duties of these different offices with fidelity, showing ever a henrty interest in everything
that would benefit his town and county—such were the pioneers.



G3s ANNTAL MEETING, 1906,

was Decitine, than whom no nobler looking Indian could be imagined.
He was perlfect physically, and the grandenr of his carvinge aud de-
meanor coubl not but make a deep impression apon the most cureless
beholdor.  Folly six feet (nll, very erect, be showod the type of the ideal
Indian we pesul abont. [ pnever saw him in public withont a band across
his forehcmd, and from the upper part of his nose veaching to his eyves,
ormimented with bright buttons, This was worn by him. [ supposzed
gt e Fine, s an insignin ol hig oflee. This ehiel was remarvkable for
his dutezrity and teastworthines<, and the unilormily of his urbanity
und good hahits. He enjoyed the respect amd contddence of his sub-
ordinates and followers, as well ag the white people who Lkuoew Dim.
This bang was regarded by some ontziders ng the zsealawonge band of
the tribe, but why it was so regarded I never could discover, nor in
any way comprehend. It ecertiinly wasz nol justly entitled to that
ignoble distinciion. It is truae, there were n few bad Indians in the
band. and 1 pfesnme that was the ease in all other bands; but this being
w o small bood the few o nembers might bave hod the effect on outsiders
af smirching its character in this way, or it mighi have been coonsed
by their unwillinznesz to sabmit to the restraints of the missions in
'rairvieville, Barey amd Allezan conntiez. | eannot aceonnt for this
fal=e and unfounded stizma in any  other way., The overwhelming
nunber of the band wos what we then esteomned as good, stvaightfor-
ward, honest [ndians=, a8 o rale worthy of credit and the confidence of
the white people. A remarkably good test of their integrity, not only
of the Land bat the whole tribe, was the prominent act of theirs,
adopted at ¢ geneval couneil held in Grand Rapids in the @fties wherveby
they agreed to pay the debis of all dead Twlinos.  As o rvesalt of this
action about one thousaud dollars came to the teraders of Hastings,
In order to have a better understanding of this action, I would siuie
that herciofore all the debts were considered closed and liguidated by
death.,  Here we sce o nice sense of honor on their part that goes (o
show thot the Tandian, wheo well treated, is not the treacherons savage
the pablic, ns a e, are made to believe,

Several of (he Indians of this band were polyeamist«, notably the
Chippewas, whose home wag on the lictle Thornapple and Sambie
domiciled on Bambie lake, one of n chain of lakes that constitutes the
head of Mud ereek.  ach of these had two wives, and both men were
cilled well off as far as Indian wealth was estimated. They were good
hunters and teappers, hence their ability to indulge in a plurality ef
wives. As it is today with white people, there was then a certain
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element among the ludians, those who were shililess—too Iazy to hunt
or irap—copsequently were always  poor, divty amd squalid, without
credit and vespect Prome either whille people or mcbers of thelr Crile,
Muany of this bamd run accounts with the traders, in some cases, ap to
fifty dollars ot o time, amd geacerally managed (o pay them.  They, how-
ever, hid to be reminded of theie debts, donoed os we enll it nowadays,
aml when zovernment pay day eame aroumd. teaders hod fo e on hand
o secure part of the anniities to apply on acconntz, T attended them
For (hat purpose for pony vears,  Grand Raplds was genorally the place
for making these pavmenis. RBroadly was designnied once or twice for
the payment of (e Hastings and Bradly lodinns. They, however, did
not like the plan aml asked to have the place of meeting changed to
Girand Fapid«, Al nnouities were the same per capita, hence the larger
the faomily the more money (he head of it would deraw,

Indian women woere excoedingly fond of dress, amd whenever they
coulil alerml it areaved themselves in rich-looking blankets and fine
bromdeloth #kirt=, aml jackets made of enlico: these were trimmed with
talletn ribbows of various colors. They bhad many strings of beads to
wilovn their necks, and frequently had finger vings. earcings and many
other vronanments, Soeme of the maidens were extremely good looking.
and showed gom! dnste o the acrangement of their bale ood garmenis,
Among strangers, eapecianlly belore the whites, these maldens were shy
and retiving, and in many waya showed the spme =igns of modesty
chavagcteristic of the younyg =mivls in civilized life,

"ow-wows were held by the Todinns generally once o year. [ remein-
et gomee of them when beld bere.  The vsual place for these mmiherings
was immedintely novth of the iron bridge on Creelk steeer. Here onlso
was ole of their cenieteries,  These pow-wows were held soon after the
i ple sugne seazon,  Some one may raise the gquery—What is a pow-
wow? My answer Is, i was o conlerence for business ending In o car
nival of driukenness, debauchery nnid savage excesses of all kinds. The
Indians were not peenstomed to restraint and uader the influence of
firecwanter. eawls and figlhis, evpn 1o the death, were indulged in—
squawe ot such times formed themeelvea in a body of peapeemabkers, and
anticipatine the dethronement of reason in  their lords and masters
would secrete every insterument of carnage they could find, and through-
ot the carnival would consilinte themselves o guard of protection. The
only time T ever saw ihe squaws the worse for liqguor were on the govern-
ment pay days: they might have indulged al other times for anght I
know. but not to my knowledge. Tt was very rarely that an Indian
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would betray au ol of viciousness tfowards the white people.  In one
fnstaner, owever, Saiot oogime attempted i with Mes, Cooley of Tat-
land,  Mpe, Cooley wias obliged to go ont into the world, as it was ealled,
te procire eatables For iz cmpty Iasder; Mes Cooley, not feeling sale
to stay alone. invited M=, Hayves, who then was a yvoung wife, to stay
with e, Ope wornbing Saint Doanino ealled at the hoase and demonded
a breakfst, knowing that M, Cooley was away.  The frightened woman
put before him whar she had, but he woas nor satisfied aod insisted npon
o hot meal, He became violent, anmid Mres, Hoyes hearving the racket
prompily appeared upon the scene wielding an ax handle,  That, with
a very vigorous protest amd the determinsd mien of Mrs, Haves, soce-
cecded in gniering the savage amd dreiviog him from the hou=e, Although
appearing so brave Mrs. Haves was really very mnceh frightened, aod
while she nowittingly enacted the vole of the lieroine in this case, the
Indiazn on the other hand showed himsell the coward and villain that
liee wa=, This Indian never forgave Mres, Haves for this treniment. He
fregquently expressead his dislike by denouncing her as “cowin-nees-hecn
dime-na-tow squaw,” meaning no goml Hoaves sgnoaw.™

Another ipstanee vividly ooy bl was this: Afoer o prolonged
orgie at one of their pow-wowsz some of the viciously inclined Indians
mwoved foward 1he corner of Sate and Cresl: stresis, then the business
venter of the Hitde villnge, aml attempied to create a distarbance, giv-
fng thelr warswhoop ol shooting o their gnns promiscuously.  Then
it was they made iy store their targer, bur fortunately no damage was
done save o few buller holes in the building. The effect of the liguor
soon disappearcd and then they besane guiet, peaceable Indians once
more,  The prominent Indions in the Hastings band who gove char-
acter amd stability to it were Peci-tine, the chiel, Wisliwa bah, As-gui-
abst-non, Kaka-coose, Asqneisa-ke. Lunda-go. Misli-wa-gen, alins Chank,
Saint Dowine, Consde-can, alias Jolin Jones, Chilck-ak-«quo, Magquah,
ad many others whom 1 oeannot now reecall. Chippewn, who  waos
cla=isd with this leital, did pot make Lis howe on their gronmda. 1t wos
the =tme with Suombie,  Powelwgo tlii'llll'll his time with this band and
the Alarer Indians, Pomebego was a very old man when 1 first became
segqualnted with him, He wins one of Tecumseh's veterans and accom-
pariied Ll in all his batiles, He often said that when he was a boy
the big marsh in Hope township was then a lake. He also stated that
the Indians planted corn where the poor farm is now. which possibly
aceounts for it having been a prairvie in the thirties and forties.

Tt was o general enstom of the Indians te give the white settlers
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pames taken from their own language; for insiance, A, C. Parmelee,
who was very blood, was named Kessee, meaning god or sun, William
Maves, Jinena-tow, meaniog devil—ithis nome was given him on account
ol his long. heavy beard, which imparted to him a stern. determined
look. The rest of the whites being closely shaved. H. J. Kenfield. Jr.,
Wip-it-kee-sick, red lox, from the color of his hair. Heman Knappen-
Selimeep, meaning sleepnapnapping, Tt would seem from this that
they nndergtood the definition of the word napping,  Me. Torner was
villewl Bkee to-bon, thunder. Deap-johin-skikee, medicine moan.  Daniel
Melellan, o very old man., was ealled Mo-ka-mish, grandfather. There
were quite o number of the McLellan family, and each member had a
mitine wiven by the Indians, sugoesiive of gome personal teait, T had
the e of Moqgqualy, this means black beae, and was given to me beciuse
of my heavy, darvk., enrly haiv.  The Indians, after having christened
me with the name of their choosing. always alter this accosted me by
it: 1 suppose this was their vsunl costom. In after years in coming
neross Lidinns elsewhere, by announcing my Tndian name, they recog-
nized me al onee by greeting me in their ngaal way, Bush-ue Ma-guah,
anid 60 the whele Tunily were present the relvain, Bush-ne Ma-quah
won kil bie earried on by squaw and children in #uccession,

Another peeniiar ensiom of theirs was this, they never knocked at the
door Tfor admission; the flest intimation of their presence would usually
be o copperacolored face pressed closely to the window, which in many
cases (rightened the women and children, until they became accustomed
to the Lmlian customs and found out there was no harm intended. Their
mission generally was to trade or “swap”™ as they termed it

These Lndians domiciled themselves in rude and primitive huts or
wilgwans= as they were called. In winter these were made of bark of
geverial thivknesses, with an opening at the top for the escape of the
smoke.,  Their fires wore built on the ground in the middle of the wig-
wim.  Ilere the cooking was done in the winter, other seasons, when
the wenthior permitted, this was done outside. They slept upon mats
placed upon the =round, the family arranging themselves In a civele,
their feet to the fire and their heads to the walls of the tent or wigwam
——these were always bailt round, the better for sleeping purposes,

The Imdinns, in the division of labor, imposed npon the squaws the
major share, It wasg theivs to plant, afterward harvest the corn, erect
the wizwiams, with the assistance of the bucks at rare intervals. They
had the cooking to do: they cared for the children. the little babies
being strapped to their backs and earried from place to place. as hunt-
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ing and trapping required—the men did the hunting and trapping, and
the rest of their time was divided between lolling around and ecating
the savory stews that the squaws provided., ‘U'he squaws also tanned the
sking of the animals, made the moceasing, legging=, and in faet all the
clothing for thelr families, The squaws’ work was never done, while
the bucks were at leisurve as soon as the game was brought home. They
all. however, had their time of play and frolic. The little Indian boys
with their bows and arrows, tiny givls playing in the sand, making
images of dolls, the squaws gossiping and indolzing themselves in the
vinging langh pecnliar to the race, and the men bragzing over some
unge tish story or hinoting expedition, just as white lolks do now, and
=0 Lheir time went on.

Their boatz were what wae eall dugouts or eanoeg,  These gonerally
were mmde of white wood. Logs of (he desired length and thickness
were shaved to a4 point at both ends, the body part cut or scraped out
to correspaoaud with the size of the log. With these they floated on the
witters of the lakes and rivers while trapping and fishing, and unsed them
for the transporiation of their families und household goods whenever
it was possible to do go. The propelling power was a puddle In the
hands of a buck or squaw ; either could manage it with deftness and
siletyv.

Today woroed with plenty, tomorrow nothing in store for hungry
stomachs.  Sach was Indian life in the early days. They were like chil-
dren, and never gave n thought for Mature needs, and why should they?
The woods abonnded with game. and in their seasons, the hillzsides were
red with strawberrics, and other berries grew in profusion along the
wayside,  Never was g State more fnvored by noture than this one—Ifor
the lakes surrounding it ave filled with fish. and I donbt whether there
i= a locality anywhere more thickly inhabited with wild animals; even
in 18240 it was in verity the Flysinm for huonters, Those gowd old times
are now with the past, The missjion of the Indian is ended; his happy
hunting grounds are supplanted by the white man’s ficlds.  Heneelorth,
the futare welfare of the few remaining Indians must depend upon their
assimilation of the manners and enstoms of the white. He, too, “by
the sweal of his brow™ must ecarn his bread.

I presume there are some, I know there are, who will cherish and hold
with me sympathetic remembrances of the red men and women who
trod these gronnds long before the sturdy pioneers eame to drive them
from their homes and lands,

Where I8 now the noble oo iti-ae gone?

Where nee his faithful fol-
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lowers nmd nssociates? All gone. Some of them died in the fullness
of years, but the mass of ithem in the prime of life. They quickly faded
awny as they cnme in tonch with civilized life. Their simple natures,
only too rapidly, took up the vices and ignoved the virtues of the white
man.,  And the one great source of evil, the demon, Bentawaabeo—fire-
water —why was it brought into contact with them to debonuch and hurry
them to untimely graves? Lo! the poor Indian,
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