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FRENCH AND INDIAN FOOTIPRINTS AT THRIERE RIVERS ON
THE &T. JOSEPH

LY BLANCIIE M. HAINES., M. it

The &Ht. Joseph river. now “vexed in nll its senwnml conrse with
bridges, dams and mills.” no longer g navigable stveam, (exeept in the
exes of the law), was in the time of the first Amervienon seftlers in the
vegion, in the early 1820°=. the <hipping medinm for Three Rivers and
0 considerable ferritory in Bt Joseph and neighboring counties,  Three
Rivers was practically the head of navigation for ihe larger crafis,
Bteamboats come to Knapp's vipples at the southern edge of the cily.
but found difficulty in crossing the shallow water ol that voint, The
first merchanis Nllililwd the et of the country by Mathont= and

"Rend at the annual mesting, June 7, 1910,
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ralis (o Bl Joseph on Lake Michigan, received thers a0 retven cargo of
merchandise, which had come around the Eakes, then polisd (he load up
the “8Bt. Joe™ to Three Rivers, where it was disclarged.

Before the American settler come, in the ora of the earvliesi French
cxplorers amd even before the Gallie foet had left i imprint on our
territory : while vet the aboriginal tribes, aloone, traversed this country,
the River 8Bt Joseph was the highway, the medivm of vapid tramsit,
the short cut, the “Aiv Line” neross southern Michigon, The favored
route from Detroit to Chicago and the Tlinois.?

Primitive modes of treavel and transportation were walking and eanoe.
ing. Hencee it is small wonder ihat conoeing, being easier and quicker,
ghonld have been preferred and the waterwiavs of the new world as
sumed great importasce.  Among these waterwayvs, the 2t Joseph though
only one hundred and eighty miles long. must be reckoned as jmportant.
The character of itz watershed made it particularly rich in portages.?
The Bi. Joseph-Kankakee,' portage connecting the waters of the Br.
Lawrence with the waters of the Gnolf of Mexico, became n much used
portage by both the Freneh and Indians, after Lo Salle had made it
famons ln his teips to the land of the IHineis and the Mississippi River
The Wabash-85t. Joseph® portage established a quick communication
between Fort 8t Joseph and Fort Vincennes, also between the Great
lLakes and the Ohio. Short poriages., from the head waters of the Bi.
Jogeph connected with the Maumee and the Raisin rivers, cutling the
long way from Detroit to Chicago or from Montreal to Fort St. Joseph.
a more important point than Chicago in the time of the Freach oceu-
pation. Another portage to the Kalamazoo river gave the name Port:
age to the lnke and river of thut nume, which flows into the 2t Joseph
at Three Rivers,

Is seaveely needs emphasis that ot the confluence of the three rivers,
the Rocky, the St. Joseph and Portage, where Three Rivers City is
located was a natuaral point of advantage and inferest when waterways
were highwayvs,

From the point. where the three streams merge info one, a branch
led off to o portage. The bead of navigation for lavge crufis was there
also. The three siream= with their branches gave rich retnrns io the
TFArich, Pion. and Hist. Colls. Vol. XXXIV, p. &7.

‘Menben Gold Thwaltes, France in Americe—"From Lake Michigan, the river
8, Joseph mizht be ascendsd to It seurcs, and a carrving teall found, by which
the Manmees could be reached and desconded to Lake Erle, thus cutting across the
base of the great AMichigan peninsuln; or, at the great bend of =i Jossph (South
Bend, Indiana), a marshy trall led over to the Kankaliee, which pours Into Lhe
Ilinols, itself an aMuent of the Misalasippl.™

‘Francin Parkman: La Salle. Page 151,

"Wirkigan o Province, Terrilery and Sitale. Page 162, Vol 2 “This was m

poriages of conslderable imporiance belwesn the moat soulherly lend of the Si.
Joseph and the most northerly benad of the Wabash.™
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hunter of fur<d,  Now thal the bheaver arve gone, the “oldest inhabitant™
=till tells of o large besver dam. in pioncer times, on the Portage in
the novilern Tt of the city, The modern foe boyer recognizes Thiree
Rivers as a gomd macket, in which to purchase raw furs and many
Three Rivers muskreals fornish the pelts for my lady’s coat of “River
wrink™ ov furs of “River sable”™ and =11 the Three Rivers “Iinfanis dn
diable™ of the Prench (skonks) yvield ap theiv skins to form the garni-
ture of “mavten™ on oy lady's gown of brocade.  This region., still
interesting to the fur buyer. was mneh more so, when the nristocrats,
among  the fur bearing animals, dwelt in onr marshes, vivers, and
forests. The Iodians, certainly knew of these forry denizens of early
Three Rivers,  La Salle’ borve testimony to the abnndance of game in
the locality and Father Maresi® to the abundanee of animalsg in the
valley of the =2t Joseph.  The probabilities are that French traders
Lavtered for furs at this point very soon after 1679,

When Jacob Meloterfer's family come to Three Rivers in 1820, and
George Duck’™s in 1530, they found o French trading post,” consisting
of a double log bowse, on the west =ide of the S Joseplh River in
whatl is now known as Third ward, and about where the Hike Millard
prroperiy iz located, now owned and occupied by Don Woelf. This post
vcountinued 1o do business, until about the time the mill was built on
the Rocky River which was in 18536 when the (raders disappeared,

The only other family here at that time, when these ficst settlers came
wits Cushaway, who lived also in third wavd near Knapp’s ripples. just
=outh of the Michigan Central Railvead and near the site of the house
now owned aml oceupied by Sidoey Bover., Coshaway also wenl away
about the time the post did, possibly finding advancing civilization not
to hix liking, oshaway was a white man, but dark. 11 is thonght
that he was o Prenchman or possibly a half-breed.  We are unable to
decide that he, himself, was Cush-ee-wee or that he was related to
Cush-ce-wee* the hereditary Indian chief of the Potawaitamies of the
Nottawa-seepe reservation, whom Pievre Morvrean, a Frenchman., sup-
planted as chiel of that tribe after his marvinge with an Indian woman

“Mr. George Buck., son of George Buck, a settler who came in 1830, to Three
[iivers, tells of thiz beaver dam.

Parkman; Lo Salle. Description of La Salle's trip across southern Michigan
in March, 1650, Page 1530, “On the twenty-eizhth, we began to fare better, meet-
Ing a good deal of game, which alter this rarely failed us"

“Wich, Pion, awsd igdé, Coefls, (Cadillac Paperz) Vol. XXXI1II. Father Marest
wrote to the Alargui=s de Vaudveanil, en the 4th of June, 1708, “The men who
arrived today from the Bay, (Green Bay) say that the Poutouatamiz whe re-
mained there, and with them several Saliis. were to po and rejoin at the St
Joseph River with Ouoilamex, where the land is excellent and there are animals
i b rdaines,”

*Testimony of George Buck (gsee abovel aml Mrs. Lewis Salsig, daughter of
Jaceb Mcelnterfer, who was the first American scttler in Three Rivers, date of
seltlement 1829,

gt Joseph Co, Higstorw.
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of the tribe. Like the Arab, (hese early IFrenchmen folded theiv tents
and stole away at the approach of civilizntion. No descendants remain
to tell the tale of their lives at Three Rivers, No old settler can give
ug evep their names,. They were the “Frenchman™ or the “French Trad-
ers,”  Ho for ag loeal history is concerned, they came from and returned
to the unknown. They were here in 1820, They were gone in 1536
We are unable to say definitely, how many years fhe French had made
Three Rivers a vendezvous, but cortainly  many yvears before 18I0,
Tradition" says that an Indinn mission woas established by the Jesults,
near the present concrete bridge on Flint ave, and 8t Joe strect over
the 8t. Joseph River, prabably as early as 1680 and that Father Allonez
may have been the founder. Nothing of clhironological significance or
certitude was known about these eavly French until within five yvears.
August 25th, 1903, some men who were digging in the King gravel pit,
which iz situated on ithe wesi bank of the Bt. Joe, midway beiween
the sites of the old French trading post and ithe Cushawny’s, unearthed
a skeleton and (hree crescent shaped silver pieces. Later Mr. David
¢, Beerstecher of Three Rivers made some oxcavations near the pik
He found six skeletons and many intervesting objects. The following
i his Accotwnt of his Froovalions;

“Phe first discovery of the Indian burying ground was made Aungust
25, 15, by H. B. King, near the 8t Joe river. Tlace known as the
King Bros. gravel pit, which was once a beantiful binff. The skeleton
of the body lTound, was supposed to be that of the miner as there was
a lamp and a meial shade to cap found with same. On 2 portion of
the lamp the word “Montreal™ is engraved. A deer and bird ave en-
sraved om the shade of the eap which is solid silver. This was all found
six Teel deep.

“July 5, 1908, T went to the snid gravel pit and made several dis
coveries myself,  Aflter laboring hard for some time, I found an old
brass kettle with copper ears, which had Dbeen made in n very crude
wiy., A few days later, H. B. King found cover for same—ihat was
made of brazs with iron fastening on lop lo handle. ‘T'his was five feel
nnder ground.

“The next dizcovery I made was August 5, 1205, 1 unearthed two
skeletons, one of which must have been a very large wman, perhaps o
chief, 1 found by layving (he bones out, it to be a little over six feer.

pgther Kaufmann, in St. Edward's Parish. Mendon. Mich. and wisziong, “The
Chicngo Hislorical Society claims that the Recolleet Father, Louis Hennepin, the
companion of La Salle. came up the St Joseph river as far as wheres Three Rivers
I8 now sltiated, ‘Tradition has it that an Indian mizsion was eslablished and
for a long time fourished close by the concrete bridge in Threes Hivers. This
migslion may have been founded by Father Alloue:z. who came to Xiles in 1680
and labored along the Si. Joseph river Lill his death I 16907

The present Catholiec church at Thres Rivera i8 o mission belonging to 8L
Edward's Pariah in Mendon of which Father Kaufmann is the pastar.
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I one leved was found o pipe nende of ved clay which is in o very good
sipfe of preservation. Two dogeers, several Freneh aevowsheads and o
pleve of glass in the other. On each arm were fommnd wo bands 1 L4
in. wide on which the word “Montreal™ wos engraved, A Delt boekle
with the letiors 0 O engraved on it, nlso a sel of earrings, oll of which
are of silver. The skall has ground it a band of cloth about one inch
in width, which is ornamented with two rvows of little silver rings:
a braid of hale ornamented with the sone kind of plpgs was attached in
baek.

“Now perhaps yon would like to know how this greal chiefl was
buried. The grave was about six feet deep and nine feet long and two
foot wide, After the grave was dog. elay about iwo inches thick was
placed around inside. then fire was put in until the clay was baked
hard. The body was then placed in it with the head to the West., Then
there was black divt and charcoal mixed fogether, then clay about six
inches thick. Then fire was built on top amd this was all baked so the
grave wias witer proof and no anibmal could dig into it

“Skeleton No. 2 was buried about the same way. A pipe, knives,
French arrow-heads, glass bottle, beads, broass bell and a number of
pieces of brass and copper were found wiih this. Since that time 1
have dug in several graves, but always find diferent animal bones—
somelimes knives, nrrow heads, and pieces of brass and copper.  These
were found from four to six feet deep and in bluck dirt and charcoal.
I also found a number of fireplaces two and one-half (o three feet aeross
top and from three to six feet deep. boilt of sione and clay inside and
baked very hard, all containing a great amount of chavconl, My work
is micely commenced, but not finished.”

The skeletons were buried in gravelly soil in o bank which rvises
twenty or thirty feet abruptly above the stream. a most sightly place
giving a beautiful view up and down the rviver. They were buried in
gitting position in clay cavities, with bits of charveoal in the bottom of
the receptacles with rounding domes of clay over them, The fiest dis-
covery was, as Mr. Beerstecher suggests, thought 1o be the skeleton of
i miner with the vizors of the miner's cap,  But, the three crescent
shaped picces of silver were noi, of course, visors, bnt the ornameats
much affecied by the Imdians and sold (o them by the Prench aod
Euglish traders,'®  The skeletons vary in type, most of them are rather
short and squat, with the round or Lullet iype of head, But the one
described by Mr., Beersiecher as a chief, is that ol a very tall person
with rather a long head. This skeleton must have been ihal of a man
T Wafich, Pion. and Hist. Colls. Vol, X, page 679. Involce of goods sent to Michili-

mackinae addressed to Lieut, Govr. Sinclair the 24th May, 1782, 50 Gorglets™
are Included in the list
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#ix or more feet tall, The findings with it were rather the most ine
Pespesl iy,

Pl vaonle of buarial, the place of boeial, amd the obijects foamd with
thenn, tell o #toey of these people aml Theee Rivers before the Anerican
settler, o =tory of Frenehmen and Indianx.  That these dend were In
diiim= = indieated by the chavacter of the spol and seil, high and
cravellv,  The mode indicates it alse. Neither Prench nor English
bury theiv dead in the sitting position in fee-baked clay cavities.  1'he
Amervican ITodian did so bury his dead. The Alnskan Todians ' of fo-doy
ey their dead in this position, aond place (hem in o wooden receplacles
alviwe the earth. The objects with the skeletons tell more of their
higtory,  They were the trinkets and orensils commonly used in the
Lonrter between the white man and Indian,  The English and Prench
traders recelved] the fors of the Iodians in exchange for the  silver
crescent=, buckles, braceleis, brass kettles, knives and svissors. The
three crescent shaped silver pieces, first discovered arve etehed with
fgures. e has a deer etched on its face. Another o bivd wiith the
word “Montreal” in the corner, while the thivd has a blrd which was
never on s o land, 1t has the barb pointed tail atieibuted o his
Batanic majesiyv. Silver ecarrvings accompanied one skeleton, an armlet
or silver bhmwelel was found with the letters “1*. H.” on one end and
“*Montreal” on the other. A silver buckle with *=J. 0.7 in four or fAve
places on it, several steel knives, beads of garnet and white glass, and
beads of tiny blnek aod white shells pecompanied them,  With the Inrge
skeloton wis o hesddeess made of o band of woven cloth of a conrse
textnre, not unlike luawse hinir.  This was strung with nnmerous small
Ibnckles, not mimeh rger than o small coin. This enciveled the beow and
head. With thiz skeleton were many of the vichest ornaments, show-
ing the wearery to have beon oo oman of property, at least. We do not
protemd to place this person. either in his teibal o eelotion or o his
tribal  name,  bBot e wasx  diferent from  the others. His rich
ndornment indicates 0 moan of importance, possibly o chief. The =ize
of the skeleton and shape of the skull suggests the lroguois or Slonx.
The shorter more squant skelelons remind us of the Patnwatamie type.

Near the burving greonnd, Me, Beerstecher found six or more e
places™ four to six fect deep and (wo (o three feet across the top. These
were made of clay and coninined charcoal. Usnally there was a hole
near the bottom about the size of an egz.  The walls of clay were from
an ioch to an inch and a half in thickness,  They were from eighteen
to twenty inches under the gronnd, SBimilae pits' have been described,

“Eighteenth Annwal Peport of the Rureaw of American Ethnology. Tage 311,

“iMich., Pion. and Hist. Colls. Vol. XXVI1. AMr. ¥rank Little In “Barly Recollec-
fions of the Indiang aboul Gall Prairie " save: “Remalos and slgons (of Indiana)
of large permanent villages were abundant. In the vicinliy of these were numers
oun cacheés —olrenlar pite about three feel deep dug In the ground, lined and covered
with bark for the storage of corn, dried and smoked meat, ete'
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used by the Indians as caches in which to siore corn, meat and other
provisieons, amnd the same sort of constructions was in use for sacrificial
fireplaces,  The contents of charcoal and large quantities of animal
bones, near these pits, ivcline vs to the opinion that these were used
in some ceremonial,

Undoubtedly, this wasx an Indian® burving ground, probably of the
Potawatamies, antedating the American seltlers and Ameriean traders’
yielding to our eyes the merchandizse of Montreal, showing us a glimpse
of white men bartering with red men probably fifty years or more
before the old French post vanished. The inseriptions on  the orno-
ments with the waord “Montreal™*® indicale that they were made sub-
sequent to the French and Indian war or a date later than 1760, as prior
to that time and date, Montreal was known as Ville Marie. On the other
hand ihe Indian trade of this region passed out of the hands of the
British after thev evacualed Detroit in 1796 and Montreal wounld
seareely furnish the objects of trade for {he Amerienn trader. Indeed
there is much to suggest that American traders controlled the {ende
on the St Joseph after 1730 (as we shall note later). A coin, bearing
the date 1825 and “to facillitate trade” around the edge, was found
a few inches below the sacface of the ground and but o short distance
away from the old cemetery. Tt comes from a later perviod. and has no
relation with the ald Todian burying ground. No tradition existed in
Three Rivers ol such o burial place. The first American settlers, who
found the Indians in this country knew nothing of this cemetery in the
city limits,. Hence we must go back, beyond the first white setiler who
came in 15209, buck bevond the American irader, before the evacun-
tion of Detroit in 1796, back at least to the British accupation of Mich-
igan and the Indian teader under English dominance with the cargoes
of goods From Mootreal, That trade was most active about the time
of the Revolutionary war. We place the acquisition of the ornaments be-
tween 1760 and 1796 and the date of interments not much later than
1800,

Where did the Indians acqguivre these objects?  Ddid the old French
teading post at Three Rivers donte back to that time? Were they re-
ceived in teade at Three Rivers, or did they come from the trading

UHarlan I. 8mith, In a letter, savs: “Judging from the photographs [ am In-
clined to think that the skulls are those of Indians, although In the case of one
or two I think it I8 difficult to tell from the pholographs; however, the objecls
found with them make it almosat cortain that they are Indiana.'”

“Mr. C. M. Burton, in a leiter, aays: “I hardly believe a Fronchman or a white
man would be buried with a crown upon hig head. The fact that the crown or
headdress is there, Indicates to me that the person was an Indian of some (m-
poriance.” Further, he says: “The Inscription of ‘Montreal' on some of the siiver-
worlk indicates a date subsequent to 1760, and even a much later date in all proba-
bility, The French name for Montreal was *Ville Marie' and [ think that this was
the name usually employed, so long as the French dominated."
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pesis ot Forvt 2t Joseph or Detroit?  What was the eavly history of the
French in Three Rivers?

In the =pring of 16735, Father Marguette'” on his retorn from the
Ilineis, paszcd up the east consl of Lake Michigan on his way to Mich
illimackinae, Tt is possible, that be entered the 82t Joseph River, but
if woy e could uet have exploved it far, for he was then a dying man,
and did die near Ludington,'* before he reached his destination,

i iw also quite possible that Freneh teaders moay hoave yisited this
vegion before that date; bul no ecord has been preserved 1o tell us
of thelr coming. The first vecord of the French on the 8Bt Joseph is
given in the account of the trip of La Salle by way of the 8t Joseph
and Wankakee rivers to Illineis in 1679.'" He reached the 2t Jozeph
in Angusi, 1679, built a trading post with palisades on the =ite of the
present city of St Joseph and ealled it Fort Mimmi, becanse he found
the Minmi lodians near there. He sounded and booyved the channel
for some distance up the stream. A few of his men remained at Fort
Minmi that winter, while he went on with the most of them to the LIl
nols, Lt §s probable that smne explorations of the 8 Joseph, were
made during the winter by La Balle’s men who were left at Tort Miami,
In March, 1680, La Salle came back to Fort Miami, went from there to
Lake Frie on foot, through southern Michigan with o few of his follow-
ers, He crossed the viver on a raft on March twenty-fifth, then went
through thick woods. which tore their clothing. On the twenty-eighth,
they found the woods more open, meeting a good deal of game, so that
they no longer needed to corry theiv provisions with them. On the eve-
ning of the Iwenty-eighth, they made a fire on the edge of the praivie.
This description of the journey and country on the twentyv-eighth of
Maveh tallies very well with the countey a short distanee north of Three
Rivers, When they left Fort Minmi, they crossed (o (e norih side of the
river, After two days amd o hall in thick woods, they came fo more
open woods, (the oak openings of our country norith of the St Joseph).
tiame became more plentifol, and the evening of ithe (weniyv-eighth,
they camped on a small prairie, suggestive of Prairvie Ronde and the
territory in poribhern St. Joseph and southern Kalomazoo counties,
He returned in the antumn of 1680 and spent the winter of 1680 and
1681 at Fort Miami.* La Bolle wos 0 muan of action and a merchant
as well a8 an explorer. Hence it is incoonceivable that knowing of the
vich fur region north of the St. Jogeph from his spring trip, that he
should have remained at Bt., Joscph several months withont returning
ta the vegion about Three Rivers or sending men there,

"Reuban old Thwaites—Falker MWarguette.

“Sea Mich. Pion, gand Hist. Collx, Yol. XXVIII, p. 408.
"Francls Parlman—La Balle,

“Francis Parkman—/ZLa Salle. Page 179,
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The Jesuit Father Alloues who had the Miamis and Potawntamies at
Cireen Dy dn his midssion there amd who had o way of following up
his converts amd also following La Salle came o his Minmis on the
St Joseph in 16700 He labored among the Indians theve until his
death which is =aid (o have ocenrred at Port 8t Josephs in 1690

At the time of Lo S8alle’s overland {eip across Michigan, the region
ubount the B2t Joe was debatable ground clalmed by severnl warring
tribes. Shortly before this the Potawatamies had been deiven out of the
vountery ol they and the Minmis had elustered about Green Bay. The
Minmis had returned to the lower St Joseph in 1679, and La Salle found
a large villnge of them at the portage at Soulh Bend in 1651.2%  The
Maotawntamies with a few SBacs returned to the B Joseph abont 1708
to 17115 Xot for from that date the Miamiz moved tno the Manmes
and Minmi rivers leaving the Mofawatamies along the 85t Joe.

Fort Minmi was desiroyed in July, 1680, by some of La Salle’s dis-
affected followers, but was vestored the same year by his men under

La Forest.**  TFort 5t Joseph’s was built not long afterward, about
1600, near Niles, Michigan.®® This fort, Charlevoix described in 172177
with a village of Minmi Indians on the east =ide of the river and a vil-
lnge of Potawatamies on the west side of the viver,* Fort 8(, Joseph's
wias oceupied, as 0 military post, unlil s eapture in the Pontiae con-

gpivaeey in 17637 The attendant coming and going, travel and rela-
tions with the Imdians, and trade through its trading post continued
until the desiraetion of the fort by the Spaniards of 5t, Lonis durving
the Revolution, In the meantime, it sucecessively passed into the hands
of the British at the close of the French and Indian war in 1759, into
the hands of the Polawatnmies after the couspivacy of Tontiac in

“Francis Parkman's—La Salle, Page 34. “The Potawatamiesz and Winnebagoes
were near the borders of the bay,” “The Minmis on the same viver ahove Lake
Wwinoebago,"” “The Minmis soon removed to the banka of the river St. Joseph,
near Lake Michigan.''

“Tudge Orville W, Coolldge: History of Berrvien County.—"According to traditlon
Father Allousx died at this mission (3t. Josephs) in 165467

“Bartletl nnd Lyon—La Salle and the valley of the &0 Jozeph, It does, indeed
geem mot unlikely that Allonez, whe was with the Miaml Indians In 1672, should
have followed them from Lheir Wisconsin home when they emigrated to this
valley.” “Le was certainly here al n later date, devoting the closing years of his
1ife te the work of the mission on the St Joseph where he died in 1694."

“Parkman's—Le Salle. Page 2687, Alich. Mion. and Hist. Colls. Vel. XXX.
Memorandum of Marquis de Vaudrenfl. Date 10th March 1711, “Polawatamles
and other savages geitled on the St Joseph River.™

*Parkman's—La Salle, Paga 183,

wAich, FMon. and Mist. Golls, Vol, XXV1ll, page 179, L. H. Beeson—Fort 8f.
Joseph,

TJudge Orville W. Coolidge—Eerrien Couniy History, “Both (Miamis and
Potawatamies) are for the greater part Christians, but have been a long time
without pastors,” Quotation from letter of Charlevolx, date 1721,

“im 1712, Father Marest, gavz: “The mission at St. Joseph among the Potawa-
famies I in a flourlshing condition second enly to Michillimackinme.'

"Parkman, The Pontiae congpiraey. Vol, 1. page 273, AMich. Plon. and Hist.
Colls. Vol XXX, page L66, Cadillac Papers.
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1763, ek to the British two vears later. Post 206 Joseph remsaivoed, an-
der these varvious administrations, the distvibuting point of Indian mer-
chandise for the =i, Joseph River and was onder the monagement of
the post ot Michillimackinae amd so remgdmed until the evaceuation of
this vonutery by the British. abhough Cadillne, shortly after fonnding
Petroit in 1701, invited the Potawatamies to settle around Detroit.
Friendly relations and teade continued between the Potnwatamies of
the 2t Joseph River and the po=t at Deteoit until, in the time of Com-
mandant Rinclair of Mackinoe, it became o subject of complainl {o
Governor Haoldimand at Quebee, that the trade with Delroil was an
encroaclinent upon the granis of privilege o Mackinae,  Major Dhwe
Pevster, Sinclair's predecessor at Mackinae, had been transferred to
Detroii, and in reply to the complaint of Sinelair, wrote an explanatory
and apologetic letier 1o Haldimand, stating that the Potawatumies of
the =St Joseph came to Detroir, beeanse it was nearver. and because they
had koown him before at Michillimackinge,®™ In 1762, the post at
St. Jogeph was paying an annual rental to Michillimackinae for the
privilege of trading., of 3,000 livees or about $600.%

Much of the trade of S(. Jeseph River and Forr =t Joseph from
1745 1o 1730 passed throngh the management of Louis Chevalier, mer-
chant at 2. Joxeph's and Indian agent of the commandant= at Mich-
iMmackinae.  No one knew better the Potawatamies of the =St Joseph
River por has lefi o clearer pieture of the Indians of that fime than
did ithis French gentleman, who served under two kings, and iwo flags,
the French and the English, and who lived there almost up 1o the time
of Bpain’s® capture of the fort and American possession of this =oeil.
In 1780, he was ordered, by Lieutenant Governor Sinclair to leave the
post at =i Joseph and proceed with the inhabitants of st Joseph to
Michillimackinae,*

About that time, (17205 or posgibly a little before, n new trader and
merchant came 1o ihe mouth of the =t. Joseph, now the city of 81,
Jozeph and controlled mnch of the trade of the St Joseph River. This
wag William Burneti®t of New Jersev, an American.  Burnett, also,
was obliged to pay tribute to Mackionge, until the victories of the
Revolution gave him courage 1o disvegued theiv aothority,  Abont the
time Buenelt setiled oo the omonth of the viver, Joseph Beetrand™ and
vne Le Clare, Frenchonen, caome to Bertrand near Niles, 1t is thought,

™ Mich. Pien. amil Hid. Coll , Vol 1X,

‘Wich. Pion, and Hist. Colls.. Vol, XIX. paze 21.

Y"See Mick. Pion, and Higt, Colls., Vol. XXVIIL, p 183 and Vel V., p 550 this
Eeries.

“Mich. Pion, aud Hist, Colls. Vol X,

“udge Orville W, Coolidge—Rerrion Connty Mistary, alse Mich. Piloon, aod Hist,
Colle, Vol, XXX, p. 85, Williem Burnett by Edward 8, Kelley,

_"-IHIE:I'HJ. Hertrand foiimded the village of Berirand, mow extinct. See Yol
XXVIIIL p. 128 this scries,
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thaet, they were emploved by Boaenett in the teade of the vegion. Wil
lsvm Burnett prreied a sister of Topinbee, o ehief of the Potawatimies,
and  Joseph  DBevtvand macried Topinbee’'s daughter. which donbtless
had zomething to do with their relations. Bornett was, also, asszocinted
fn o business way with sueh men as John Kiozie, James Moy ool
Jean Baptiste T'oint An Sable. With his son amld soecessor Tsaae Bar
nett, the names of Jean Baptiste Chavdront and B, Ducliarme are asso-
clated.,

It is impossible to say at this tihoe. whether the trinkets, found on
the Indian dead af Thiee Rivers, come to us through the agents of
Louis Chevalier of old Post St Joseph, or throungh the agents of Wil-
linmi Burnett or Joseph Bertrand or possibly through the post at De.
troit which our St Joseph Indians were wont to visit. Probably many
posts furnished treasures to deck thoze roving braves in all their
splendor.,

Among the Bouguet papers,” is an ovde? from Pierre Prangois Van
dreuil, Montreal, under date of Feb. 9, 1760, saving: “You will send
vopies of all my letters to Bt Joseph and the posts nedr, supposing that
there remanin some soldiers there in order that the inhabitants may
vonform to it That Three Rivers was one of the “post near™ is very
probable. Tt is also probable that the wide knowledgze of Lonis Chevalier
of the Imdian character and movements was nol gained without the
medinm of sub-agents and sub-trading posts and that, in his fime, an
active trade was carried on at Three Rivers with the Potawalamies,

Chevalier in 1779,* says “The Potawatamies are divided into six
villages, fifteen to twenty miles apart, each village having iis own
chdef.” Three Rivers no donbt was one of these villages.

The old Indian burying ground in Three Rivers is not ithe only evi
dence of the aboriginal population. Several farms, along the St. Joseph
and Rocky rvivers, in the vicinity are rich in Indian treasures, flints,
battle-nxes of stone and other Indian objectz. A branch of the Rocky
River the outlet of Pleasant Lake which is one of a chain of lakes some
sevenly feet above the 85t. Joseph River, flows rapidly down to join
the Rocky River near the city limits. This stream is not more than
three or four miles long and it takes its descent quickly., Not far from
this little strean is an old sand-pit, rich in arrowheads. Near its con-
tluence with the Rocky is another ficld which has yiclded many flints,
battle-axes and pipes. South of Three Rivers on the 3t Joe are two
such ficlds. This series of Indian baunts, shown by localities where
flints abound attests the popularity of these streams with the Indians,
and suggests that more than one village of Indians was located in this
vieinity.

®Mich, FPion. and Higf, Coliz,, Vol. XIX,. p. 20,
nMich Pion, and Hisl, Colis,, Vol. X1IX, p. 375.
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In conclusion: The story of Three Rivers on the St Joseph, in the
time when Michignn was a provinee, first of France and then of Eng-
land. is best told in the few traces of the Freoach trader and his Todian
customer. Morve footprints of a vanished people, nearly obliterated in
the flight of time. The writien history, of the period and region con-
cerns the military operations and oceupations of the forte, through which
the government was administered. The traders left no written memaon-
ials of the place or people. Three Rivers' provineial history is inter-
woven with that of the foris at Detroit and St. Joseph; That Three
Rivers, with its natural advantages, was an eavly point of attention
and occupation by both traders™ and priests™ is certain. Both eame
soon, certainly not later than the return of the Potawatamies from
Gireen Bay, Wisconsin in 1708 to 1711, “to this river where the hunting
wias good.”

The word “Montreal” on the trinkets from the Indian burying ground
signifies that the objects of trade still came from Montreal. YWe know
that William Burnett did not pay license nor do business under Mich-
illimackinae, later than 1782, XNaturally, we return to the period of
Louis Chevalier. The thirty-five yvears between 1745 and 1780 when he
traded with the Potawatamies on the St. Joseph, influenced them, and
kept them in friendly relations with himself and his superiors.

Dead men tell no tales! But they have told to us a story of Three
Rivers on the St. Joseph in the eighteenth century. The only story
of it that we can find of that time. A tale of the mnoiseless pad of
mocassined feet, now dust for more than a century. We trust the in-
terpreter has made no mistakes in the translation.

Bregnit Relations, edited by Reuben Geld Thwaites. Vol. 66, page 270. Letter
of Father Gabriel Marest, dated Novembar 9, 1712, “Thorcofore, I rosolved 1o go
by the river St. Joseph to the misgion of the Pouteautamis, which is under the
direction of Father Chardon.”™

BMich., Pion. and Higt., Colls, Vol. XXXIII. Letter from Father Marest to the
Marguis Vaudreuil, under date of Aug. 14, 1706. “I had spoken to some French-
men about taking newsa to the St. Joseph river and helping our priest, and getting
them out of their difficulties If they are there and enabling them to leave.
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