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WILLIAM BURXNETT.

A Rrrresestative EerTeEExTH cEstony Asmenrcax Tnapen, Proxzen axp Home
BuiLpen.

BEY EDWARD 8 EELLEY.!

There is an old story of the Scotch minister, who announced that his
text for the morning service was “The Devil,” adding in his quaint
vocabulary that he would consider the subject under three sub-heads,
namely: TFirstly, “Who the Devil He Was"  Secondly, “Where the
Devil he was going.”  And, thirdly, “What the Devil he was doing.”
If we ndd to this a fourth subhead, entitled “What the Devil he finally
succeeded in doing, we will have covered almost the entire range of his-

1Al Edward 8. Kelley was born at Dixon, ].I;!E County, Tlinois, on (etober 81, 1850
and waz left at the age of twelve to earve his own way to fame and forfune. He came to
St. Josoph on a visit to friends on August 23, 187, and was =0 well pleased with the place
and the ple that he remained.  For thirteen vears he travelled in western Michigan
representing a wholesale hardware house in Unicago. He was married in 1882 to Miss

Lillie A, Cooper of St. Jozeph., In 1802 he bepan the practice of law in St Jozeph and
has been a eandidate for several offices.  He iz still practicing his profession.
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torical research so far as it might relate to thoat one individoal, and when
we desire to investignte the life of any personage of the past, we ask
fivst, “Who was he?" We ask this question concerning William Bur-
nett, the first permanent white settler at the mounth of the St Joseph
River amd T have reason 1o believe the first permanent white setrler in
Wesiecrn Michizan, amd after a seavch throngh o number of the prin-
cipal public nmd private libeavies of the West, after reading every doeu-
ment amd book that come to my luowds, which seemed to promise the
glightest referenve 1o the maiiter; afller an extensive corvespondence,
including among those ngquired of every person of whom [ counld learn
who might fhrow some light on the subject, T have been forced to close
the inguiry by saxing {o my=ell that he was Willinm Boroett; that
like Tops=y he wias sans nucestors, sans genealogical connections of any
kind and just “growed."

Pictare fo yvourselves, Il vou can, n great desolate waste of forest and
sen.  People the forest with the shiftless. unrelinble ITndian, savage in
his disposition and choracter; cruel and tregcherous in hig notoee and
tealuing: unfriendly from hiz aggociations and environments. Lool:
away over the waters amd see nothing more friendly thon the shimmer-
ing of the water In the sun-light., To few of us has it been given to see
a pucture of this Kind: to none of us has this view been given with the
added  knowledze that more than o thougand miles, longer, hovrder
miles than any of us know, lie between ug and our old home; te none
of ng ha= this view been given with the still added knowledge that the
old home, dear 1o the heart of every man, has been left forever, and
that here in the wilderness is our foture; that here we mast achieve
whitever of aneeess life may hold for us, o meet the failoves and odis-
conragementx that may overtake us,

I do not know, unless it was the tales of fabulous riclies to be gained,
what it was that incited Willinm DBornert to leave his home in New
Jersey amd make his way inte what waos then the Canadian vorthwest,
Abont the year 1776, duving the stenggle Tor American independence,
Willinm Buarnetr, whose bivth made him nominally o New Jersevite, but
whose cluometer wade him every inch an Awevican, lapded from his
canoe at the mouth of the 8t Jogeph River. Major General Guy Carle-
fton, the fifth of the British Canadiaon governors, controlled this wilder-
ness of the west n= o portion of the BRritizsh Colonial possessions, which
was, in times of peace, looked upon as a source of revenue by reason
of itz rich trnding possibilities, and an ouler bulwark of defence in
time of war. It is vocertain when Burpnetl first saw Michigan., Certain
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it is that for a time after his coming. he lingered at Detroit, for he had
some connection with James May, at that time a leading citizen of the
place. He afterwards went to Mackinace Island. where for some time
be conducted a teading business,  An old docoment, without date or
signature, found among the Woodbridge papers in the libeary of Mr.
C. M. Burton, while of little value as to dates, throws considerable light
ou the inner mechanism of the Indian teade of that time and what is
more to the purpese in this poper, throws o strong light upon the chap-
neter of Buroett., We con safely assmme that the men who hew their
way into the foresig pre in po wise effeminate, nor are they easily
deterred or tarned from any well formed purpose, When we congider
the country and the times, we can easily believe that stout hearts were
a necessity under the mosi favoerable circuomstances, Burpeit was asso-
cinted during the first year of his operations ot =i, Joseph with one
dohn Bayvers, nnd brought into the country from Montreal, then the sap-
ply station for all the traders of this disivict, o lnrge assortment of
goods for trading, which heéd covvied on with the Potawatomiest At the
close of his season, he journeved to AMackinae to scll his furs, alter
which he agnin returned to Br Joseph, where we ave informed he “con-
tinwed o trade peaceably” until the officer commanding the post at
Mackinae requested him (o come to that place amd there proposed 1o
him to form a connection with one MeBeth & Grant for a monopoly
of the Bi. Joseph trade. Burnett showed his independence by declining
tuo enter into any such areangement ; wherenpon lie was informed that
he wounld not be allowed to return te St Joseph at all, It goes without
saying that at that porticulor time o commandant of a British post
did pot have aoy oregt love for an indepeondent Aomeviean teaders, and
it is equally certain that the MAwervican trader saw no reason why he
should go out of his way to oblige the Beitish, In this case. however,
Burneil was settled at 8t, Jogeph, his profits were invested there, and
he made a victoe of necessity and agreed to the proposition for one sea-
gon. At that time the post had been demanded by the United Siales,
a new concern which had begun business.sinee Barnett lefit home, and
e doubtless belioved that one seazon would be the limit of Britigh
authovity., At the end of the season, however, the Dritish still controlled
the post, Burneit might have lost faith in the new American govern-
ment, but he lost none in himself, for after seltling with MeBeth &
irant, he refused peremptorily to have any further dealings with them.

1ln th;; nn.n;r_e:.f_rlﬁ.q Indian tribe we have followed the spelling adopted by the United
Statea Bureau of Etlnology and the Indian Burcau.
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His former partners then informed the Commandant of his decision,
adding that Burnett had received wampum belts at 5t, Joseph from Mr.
Butler, the Indian agent for the United Stotes of America, This was a
mortal offence in the eyes ol the British, and Burnett was at once con-
fined in the guard house at Mackinac until the first vessel sailed south,
when he was shipped to Detroit amd afierwards to Montreal, where, to
quote the docnment referred to, “he remained until he found an oppor-
tunity to come over to the United Stales and from thence returned to
S Joseph, where he found his property destroyed by his clerks and
what little remained he was obliged to give (o the Indians, as the most
part of them had taken part with the Enpglish.,” The record further
gays, “and then he commenced trading anew.”

There wers Fritish traders on the ground then, and the astrife between
them and Burnelt was fierce. He evioced o diplomatie spirvit in giving
the Indians the remaing of his wrecked property. If one of us were
placed in his position, we would probably, flrst, take one rueful look
at the wreck, and, secondly, take a canoce and paddle straight for home.
Burnett was bunilt of other material, which I sometimes think must have
been in ibhe pature of robber. The harder he was thrown down the
higher he seemoed to bound., YWhen he reiuroed to St. Joseph and found
his properiy destroyved anmd wasted and apparently himeoelf a bankrupt,
he was only at the beginning of his resources, Away up the river, about
filty miles from [ts mouth, and near where the city of Niles now stands,
was the great Potanwatomie village, ruled over by Aniguiba, the great
chief of the Potawatomies. Aniquiba had at least two children who
have left their marks on the history of Michigan., One of these wus
Topinabee, n son, who afterwards became the war chief of his tribe, and
the other was Koakima, n daughter., I sowetimes wonder if in the
gratuitous distribution of the wreck, the good old Aniquiba did not re-
ceive the lion's share. Whalever he may have received, Burnett got the
fair Kakima, 1o whom he was married with all due pomp and ceremony
by the Rev. Father La Vi Deaux, the Roman Catholic missionary in
charge in the year 1782, which would be about the time of, or shortly
after, his return from Canada, This gave him a standing among the
Potawatomies that no trader, British or otherwise, conld undermine and
from that time forth his person and property were secure,

The average trader who marvried among the Indians, looked upon the
transiction solely ag a4 matter of convenience, n sort of storme-coat as if
were, a garment fo be worn only so long as the skirs were clondy or
the rain fell, and to be cast aside when the weather favored. Burnett
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liad no ideas of this sort, for when he married, he did it as he did every-
thing else, in zober earnest. 1f he ever had any intention of closing
out his business and returning to the east, the opposition of his British
competitors must have driven all such thoughts from his mind, for in a
petition drafted for pregentation to Congress and execcuted by six of
his children after his death, it is stated, that after his marriage, he
“elearcd Inrge flelds, erected a valuable mansion house, barn, store-
honses, &c., and cultivated the eavth, and traded with the Potawatomiecsa
and other notions of Indinns, and that he never removed from thence
except when he oceasionally deparvted about his necessary business or
for the purpose of advancing the interesis of the United States of
America and increasing their influence with the Chicfs and others of the
Indian nations—interest which he greatly promoted in a variety of
ways,” 8o far as history shows, no man had the temerity to again in-
terfere to the injury of Burneit or his family during his life time. He
had his successes and businesa reverses; but in his own section of 1he
country, he was supreme. A deposition executed afier the death of
Burnett, by Margarvet May, wife of James May of Detroit, gives an in-
tervesting glimpse of the home of Burnctt. This was less than {wo miles
from the mouth of the river, and on the western bank. His home cabin
nestling at the foot of the hill about three or four hundred feet from.
the river, looked squarcly out upon the stream, and beiween the house
and the river, streiching away on either hand for a considerable dis-
tance, grew o magnificent orchard. As late as 18550 or 1856 there wore
growing apple, quince, peach and cherry trees. The labor and expense
of planting this orchard, (which for years pasl lhins been locally known
as the old Indian orchard) mny be imagined wlhen it 8 understood that
the plants were transported for hundreds of miles with nelther railvoad
nor steamboat as a means of conveyance and nearly all the way through
a trackless wilderness, A rugged old apple tree, probubly a shoot from
one of the original trees, still yielding its annual crop of froit, and not
far away the stump of a quince tree covered with wild grape vines. mark
the spot where he lived.

Burnett led in person some of his trading expeditions among the
Indinne on the 5t, Joseph and Kankakee rivers and made an annual
journey to Mackinac or Detroit to dispose of his furs and replenish his
stock of merchandise, and his books and letfers bear witness to the
fact thot he was connected by social and commereinl ties with the men
who led the way, such men as John Kinzie and Jean Baptiste, Point An
Sable, both prominent in the early seltlement of Chicago, and James

13
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May and others, who started Detroit on the high road to fame and
prosperity.

Burnett had seven children, five of whom were sons, named, in order
of their age, James, John, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and two daugh-
ters, Nancy and Rebecea. Good old seriptural names, which .show to
ue that Burnett not only had a biblical fraining in his youth, but that
when hie was old he did not forget it, He is said to have been a college-
bred man. In any event he appreciated the benefits of education, as
his children were all sent to Detroit for their schooling, where they were
given the best facilitier the place afforded. James, the eldest som,
destined to sueceed the father in business, remained at school for five
years, a liberal schooling for the time, and Rebecea, the youngest daugh-
ter, remained in the family of Mr. May for twenty-three years.

An evidence of the fact that Burneit, by inclination at least, favored
the interests of the United Statesy is given in a letter to Mr. May under
date of Jaopuary 20th, 1804, twelve years after his marriage. Feeling
#till ran high between America and England, and the eitizens of the
two nations were not particularly given to taking what is popularly
termed “back talk™ from each other. It seems that ne place was so
remote from civilization, or so wild and savage, that the few white men
who ran across each others' trail, could forget, for the time being, their
national differences. Some time in 1803 fate, (or to look at it from Bur-
nett's standpoint, a contrary wind) blew an Englishman named Pattinson
into the mouth of the 8t. Joseph. He evidently liked the locality, for
he proceeded to build a house. He was also possibly ignorant of the
fact that Burnett, with good reason, had a large stock of wrath laid
up for use against anything with a Dritish look or accent. TUnfor-
tunately Pattinson brought with him his British prejudices and an
apparently foolish brother. When they began fo sing the praise of the
“right little, tight little isle,” the American eagle began to screnm.
He screamed in such an unpleasant fashion that Mre. PPattinson made
complaint to his friends at Detroit, many of whose ecitizens at that
time were British sympathizers, that Burnett had ridiculed his govern-
ment and called his house a hog sty, and promised at the same time
that he would not forget Burnett in a hurry, Here is what Burnpett
has to gay in relation to the matter in the letter referred fo:

“As spenking disrespectfully of his government, 1 do not rightly com-
prehend what he means., If mere words, in asserting facts, held upon a
subject which passed here between his brother and me, be construed
by them as an insnlt to their government, I am sorry for it, as 1 did
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not expect that what might have been said by me should have hurted
their tonder feelings as it has done. What passed between his brother
and me, was relative to the nnparvalleled greatness of the British Empive
c—which, Pattinson said, cojoyved wuch greater bappiness in laws and
liberty, than any other nation on the globe, that their armies by land
and sen, conguered in every part of the world; that their mannfaciories
furnished clothing to all the nations on the confinent of Lurvope; that
Epgland exported every yvear (o ithe amount of 0y millions sterling;
and a= far as the continent of America, they would be in 4 miserable
situation if it were not for the London merchants, and a great deal
of such stufl.”

Had General Guy Carleton still held the reins of Fovermment, pos.
sibly Durneit mmight have been more guiescent, buat a sentleman named
Willinm Henry Haorvison was then the ruler of the tervitory, and Pur-
netr, breathing the free aiv of the Union, hiod nothing but contempt and
derigsion for anything British., If aoything better caleulated to raise’
the ire of an Awerican eitizen coulid hiave been said at this particular
time, it is difficult to imagine what it would be. DBurnett sfood not upon
the order of hiz going, but went after his bombastic neighbor with no
further loss of time. Continuing his account, he says:

“I told Mr. Pattinzon that there were some exceptions to the greater
part of what he had advanced; and what T knew to, I very freely took
upon me to contradict this high-fties, which T suppose settled him pretty
much,  Aud telling all whiat had passed 1o his brother, this little great
gentleman thought what I had said must certaioly amount te blaroey.
As to the second article of high misdemennor, that of calling his house
A hor sty, it is very true T made nse of the sxpression. The cirenm-
stance relating to this is as follows: Ducharme who was formerly in
my gervice and now in that of Me, 'attinson, was bnilding a lionse next
door to mine. Going one day past hiz housge, Ducharme asked me how
1 liked his building. 1 apswersd him that it appeaved 1o me more
like a hog sty than a house. This T =aid withont ever thinking of offend-
ing Mr. I'attinzon. However, their displeasure is of very little import-
ance to e, ag 1 coare but very little what construction they put on
what words that might have fallen from me”  The spivit of 76 had
spread even then to the very limits of the Union. and had touched the
sturdy soul of Durneti, and although it seems that he counld crack a
joke, it was probably a good thing that My, Paitinzon limited his stay
at that time to eight days.

Mr, Burnett’s danghter, Naney, marvied a John H. Davis and removed

&
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with him to his home on the Wabash river in Indiana. She had two
sons, Willinm and Richard, both baving died unmarried. Davis seems
to have possessed the faculty of making himself unpopular with the
Indians. Among his other exploits, he was captured by the Indians in
Detroit in Febroary, 1813, and was about to be burned by them in
the front yard of a farmer named Godfroy, when Mrs. Godfroy pur-
chased him for five gallons of whiskey and sent him in disguise to Mr.
May at Detroit. Mrs. Godfroy says that when Davia left, he promised
to write to her, and with o quaint touch of humor closes her account by
saying that if he did, she never received the letter. Davis and his wife
died within six months of each other, in the year 1830, the wife being
forty-elght yenrs of nge at the time of her death.

Rebecea Burnett, who resided at Detroit, where she finally died in
April, 1841, at the age of 50 years, had two daughters, Mary and
Martha. Martha was married to Francis Palms, the founder of the
Palms family of our day, who still reside at Detroit, and who are the
only living representatives of the Burnett family.

None of the sons of Burnett left any papers by which their character-
istics might be traced, save James, the eldest. On August 24th, 1832,
he addressed a letter to the Hon. John Tipton, at that time Indian
agent, and who was also at the time United States senator from Indiana,
from which it appears that by reason of his Indian blood, he had in-
terests in the hands of the agent. He berates that gentleman roundly
for alleged misconduct in the management of his affairs, and whatever
may have been his standing as an Indian, his father's determination
crops out in the cloging paragraph of the letter where he says: “From
the dote of this letter, I do not wish you to nct ns agent for me any
longer, and for the future 1 shall do my own business,” James, like
all of the sons, wasg never married. He lived a roving, dizsolute life,
and was at the time of his death a bankrupt. The lule B. C. Hoyt, who
came to Bt, Joseph in 1829, met the younger Burnett often, but at that
time he was exceedingly dissipated, his earthly possecssions consisting
entirely of the lands which had been allotted to his family in the various
treaties with the Potawatomies, with whom, it scems, he was particu-
larly intimate when lands were to be had from the government. In 1812
to 1815 he served as lientenant in the military service of the United
States. He conducted the business at St. Joseph after the death of his
father, and died in 1835. The late Colonel Taylor of South Bend ad-
ministered his estate and a considerable number of his papers are now
in possession of the Historical SBociety at South Bend.
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The elder Burnett died in 1812, I do not know how or where, The
only reference I can find touching upon the subject is in Mrs. Kinzic's
account of the Chicago massacre of that year, where it is stated that
an Indian with a tomahawk in his hand claimed to know that Burnett
was there and was looking for him with the express intention of killing
him ; bringing to mind the grewsome thought that like many another good
man, he finally met his death at the hand of those who should have been
his friends. Of the other four sons, comparatively little is known. John,
the sccond son, served in 1805 as ensign in the first regiment Wayne
County militia.

In 1821 or 22 Abraham became interpreter for Daniel MeCoy, the
founder of the Carey mission near Niles. Isanc, like his namesake of
old, was the loved son of his father. In 1811 and 1812, during the second
war with England, British traders began to encroach upon the terri-
tory of Burnett. Four of them were captured and taken out of the
territory. At a court of .inquiry in 1515 concerning the alleged mis-
conduct of a British ofticer, Conrsolle, a British trader wns under eox-
amination and was asked this question: “Were vou not a trader in
that part of the country when the other traders were surprised and
taken prisoners to Detroit and by whom were they taken?" To which
he replied: “1 was; they were taken by Jean Baptiste Chadronet and
Isaac PBurnett.,” The faclt that the Indians were bribed to use their
rifles on Burnett rather than suffer him to escape, is suflicient evidence
that he had inherited not only his father’s force of character and de-
terminntion, but his dislike of Dritish troders as well. Charles Bailey,
one of the captured traders, testified to Burnett's loyalty to the Union.
After testifying to the fact of his arrest nnd removal to Detroit in the
year 1813, he was asked “Who were the principal persons concerned in
taking you?” “Jean Baptiste Chadronent, Isaanc DBurneit and D,
Ducharme.” “In what manner were you taken?" “Chadronet presented
his pistols at me and Burnett told me 1 was his prigsoner in the name
of the United States.”

I have been keenly interested in an effort to learn something of
Kakima, the Indian wife of Burnett. While we can find traces of the
father's peculiar characteristics in the sons, we must not forget that
for a considerable portion of each year, the little fellows were under the
exclusive care of the mother. For two or three months in the summer,
Burnett was absent at Mackinae or Detroit, besides which in the winter
and spring he often took upon himself the personal management of one
of his trading expeditions., During these times, to Kakima, the Pota-
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watomie Indian woman, fell the task of training five sons, who, by right
of inheritance from one parent looked with interest on the social and
political development of their country; while at the same time there
wias coursing through their veins the blood of that mother to whom the
wilderness was home, where the wild life of forest and stream which
bad for centuries been the abiding place of her people, furnishing all that
was needful for the development of bodily strength and manly vigor;
where the chase, the fenst and the dance furnished nmunr:ment: and
diplomatic and political differences were referred (o the arbitrament
of tomahawk and arrow. My personal experience with Indians, cover-
ing u period of more than twenty years, and including nearly every tribe
of any mote from the Chippewas in northern Canada to the Black Feet
couniry in Idaho, has rather served to confirm in my mind the saying
that the only good Indians are dead Indians. But Kakima, like her
hueband, must have been made of better material than the average, for
aside from the Inference which we may deaw asg to her character and
abllity from the actions of her boys there is evidence from the chief
men of her tribe that she was not only & princess and chief among them,
but that she used the influence coming to her from that position for
the advantage of her children. During the summer of 1815, some three
or four years after the death of her husband, she appeared before a
council of the chief men of the tribe at Saginong, one of the chief towns
of the Polawatomies, and asked that a grant of land be made to her
children, naming them all, except her older son James, who seems to
have been left out. As a result of this request, the tract of land lying
between the St Joseph and Gallen rivers and Lake Michigan, a princely
domain fifty miles in length, was ceded by the tribe to the Burnett
children. A liberal action from which they never received any benefit
ns the government failed to confirm it. Kakima was living for some
years after 1815, but the place and time of her death are like that of her
husband, shrouded in mystery. It is safe to assumé that she spent her
last days among the scenes and among the friends of her early life.
The love of the Indian for his home land is proverbinl, as was witnessed
in 1838, when the Indiana authorities finally removed the Potawatomies
of their state from the land of their inheritance to a strange country
beyond the Missouri river. Many and pathetic are the recorded appeals
of the Indians to escape removal from the homes of their fathers and
the graves of their children. I do not know if Kakima was still alive
when this enforced exodus took place.

Ier brother Topinabee was alive in 1833, and his signanture appears



WILLIAM RBRURNETT. 85

on the treafies of 1828 15082 and 18550 IF she was liviog, there is oo
probability that she was a figure in the removal, but she was certainly
an oll woman amd the chapces ave that she was poor aml without
friends with ability 1o winister to her o ber declining years,  Only two
of Ler ehillven were at 1ot time Tvine, James, the dissoblofe elder son,
who would probably do pothing for lier. sl Rebeeca, the yoongest
dlanghter, so poor that she conld noet. Uneler these circnmsianees what
is anore likely than a retuen to the eld friends and the old life. She
was wilth them in 1814 at the conneil of Sagineng, why not thete to the
emd of her dayvs, They were her people, e deibe, er friends and rela-
tives, The bones of a considerable portion of the Potawatomic nation
living at the time of the exodus lie wouldering in a long wavering line
reaching from the 5t Joseph river to southern Wansas.  Broken in
spivil, discouneseed, hearviziek. ag she muost have been, if Providence

decreed that she should live so long, the tearing asunder of the ties of

€ nation by an avrmed force,
mist bhave appeared to her as ao act of guestionable geatitude on the

lome and friends, the final dissolution of b

part of the Nation that she, thvowgh her sons, e helped Lo save,

The Burneit children were pranted lacee tracts of land at the treaties
af Chicago, Bacinaw, Tippecanoe, snd other places, g#ix Bectiong of which
wore located in oond near the ety of S0 Josepli. Lamd was cheap in
those adays aned their poteimony frome the Great FPather slipped away
from them by piecemeal, until in 1533, Bebecca, the survivoer of them all,
decded away the last remaining vestize of this princely estate npon the
consideration that the wantg of herself, her danchter, and the son of a
decensed danghter be provided Tor doving hee 1ife tine.
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