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A BOY's sToRY OF PMIOXEER LIFE 1IN MICHIGAN.
BY TUEODORE L. I'0OTTER.

I was born in Saline, Washtenaw county, Michizan, Mavch 10, 1832,
My earvly 1ite was spent like thoalt of other bovs born in the tervitory
about that tiwe. My father and mother, with two small children, came
to Michigan in the spring ol 1530 from Cayugn county, New York, by
way ol the INvie canal to Buffalo, and [rom thers by steamboat to De-
troit within seven day’s time.  They then walked to Plyvmouth, thirty
miles, in two days, carrying their two children in theiv avins, stopping
a few days with relatives there, then walked to Baline, o distunce of
twenly miles forviher, where they lirst seitled, and my Cather boilt one
of the first frame houscs in that part of the country, one story high,
anmd Joeated on the present villuge plat. In this house he not only
lived, but worked at tailoring, a trade he had learned when a boy at
Huntington, Pa., where he was born in 1798, His father died when
he was quite young and at eighteen years of age my father went with a
party of surveyors [rom Cleveland, Ohio, to 8t. Louis, and a vear fol-
lowing with another party from Toledo, Ohio, surveying a road ihrough
Ohio, Indiana and 1llinois to the Mississippi river at Quiney, 1ll..-thus
Iearning something of surveying and of the vast wilderness of the great
west., Ay earliest recollection of life wazs when I was three and one-
half years old, living in a log-house, on a new farm and my parents
going two miles from home to attend a funeral, leaving me with my
sigter and oldest brother,

T tried fo go up stairs on a ladder, fell and caunght one leg hetween
the: rounds of the ladder and broke it above the knee, from which I suf-
fered 2o much pain that to siop my crxing my brother, who did nol know
my leg was brolen, earried me from one bed to another, my broken leg
dongling, and it was four honrs before my father returned,  He siareied
on foot for Saline, five miles away, to get a doctor, ang by the time he
citme my broken leg was very badly swollen,  After it wnsz sel, my
father took a two-ioch auger and bored holes in one of the loos of the
house. drove in long pegs, laid boards on them, and mother fixed up
. nice bed for me, and for six weeks 1 laid on that firm bed that could
not jar nor spring before I was allowed (o try to walk again.,

When T was four years old my father took his ox-team nnd went to
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Detroit to meet some relalives of onrs who were coming to locate pear
u=, and brougzht home o beight, new wagon,  YWhile my Father and
mother’s neplhew, Lonis 'helps. were gone to look at the last govern-
ment 160gere picee of land left o oone township, 1 took an ax awnd
chaopped oIl the tongue of the new wagon,  This was o serions oflense,
amid In those days the vigovrons appliciation of o green bivech was he
resied e amd common mode of punizshient for o four-vear-old olfender,
st bme for the intervention of oue of the pew comers, and wile of
the owner of the wagon, I might net have survived the ordeal to tell the
story. y

Not Jong aflffer we moved back to BEaline where my futher took un o
business ol surveving, which took him lfrom home muoch of the time o
two yvenrs, At thot tTme Saline was the largest village on ihe old siage
route between Detroit and Chicago, and when the four or sis-hopese
stageconches came in with a grand  flowrish of whip and tin horn-
blowing amd pranding hovses, nearly every person in town wounld be at
the tavern—all business al a siand still—to see, ag a great event, with
almost asz much of a cuviosity a8 o menagevie, who had come or who
were soing and the hovses changed,

The Michigan Centeal railrond was fAnished as o as Ypsilanei, the
faviherest woest of any railrond at that time, and to celebrate the event
all the people within reach of Ypsilanti were invited there to n barbacue,

My father went and took me with him: when we got there, eavly in
the day, we Tound the one street finely decorated with flags, and o brass
band filling the alv with music. We next visited the plivwve where the
ox was being roasied over a hinge log tive. to make sure by onr own eves
that we and the mualtitnde to e present, were not te be disappointed of
onr sreat dinoer we lind come so Far to shire.

Then we went to the depol (o witness the arvival of the fhrst passeoser
train from Detreoit, on which were the officers of the road, with General
Cass and ofther prominent men who were to speak.  About two inches
of light snow had fallen that morniog. and when the teain came in sight
on the slight upgrade near town it presenied the novel spectacle of
two men =itling on opposile ends of a cross-beam in front of the engine,
holding large splint brooms to sweep the light snow off the track. "That
wits the first and original snowplow of sixty-five years ago,  The teain
consisted of severnl fdat cars loaded with passengers, and two passen-
goer cnrs, made like the old-fashioned Concord coaches, with doors on
each side, for the officers of the road and speakers.

For a new country the crowd of people was very great, and to a bhoy
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cight years oll, it was o wonderful sight.  Afier the dinner of reoasl ox,
baked  potatoes, poompkin pie amd gingeebread, the people formed in
Hine Gl the bamd ol omaeched to the speaking stonl, where Gen-
el s siie] the estileosd oflicials oried |.'|u||ll|'lll|:|. over Lhe grent
growth amd poospects of Michigoo, mach woere thin faltilled sinee that
i, As oy docher luod just o vetoroed Teoa a0 saeveying treip, be was
catllen] wpon Tor a shorl spascch deseviptive of the new conniry, '

O pepelifnge hone e that might, my mother asked e whnt I hind
secfn st Besoral et day T otold her 1 had seen the ronsted ox, the broass
bevewed, thiee wnnlleoced teain, the two men with brooms to sweep the track,
stnd hensd Gieneral Cass aomd oy Gither make o speeeh (o the people,

Mol long alter ihis we moved on another new favm, which my father
soon =olil aml moved to another still newer, on the Salioe amidl Monroe
rogal,

My Father was o steong Whig politically, and in 1240, we learned that
Gioneral  Havrizson, <0d Tippecanoes,” was (o speak at Forl Meigs, in
Crhiio, seveniv-dive miles from Saline. and bhe and Mer Pavsens, whoe
oowed o snwanill gol o up oo poety of sixty to go that distance to hear
i, They fitted np o hage wagon with the Inrge wheels nsed to enet
|l|;1.\l Piv Tlies H-H'.'Iui”. |:_'l. 1ll+1'il.u;.t'ijl:'_{‘ |n|l:;_" =itfil= il q-:li'h Hillﬂ, it Il;!p;.l-ll:lﬂ'
ety the deiver’s seat with the “Starvs and Soeipes™ waving from |,
sl prt wary upoa plistform with twe lyve coons on it o the vear
end was a loccabin in which were bwo bareels of cider wilh faaeets
imd cups do pecommolate the oft thirsty passengers.  These with n
hnss bowel of eialit plecos, and sixteen horses, made the jolly ountfit.
As the grand cavaleande wis pessing our log-house on the road. my
Father, wha was in charge as mneshal stopped it long enongh for the
Lined to ploy one of its favorile alrs, the men to take o devink of cider,
il rive three cheers for Tippecnnoe amd 1yvler (oo, aod so the big
frain meved one o return in seven dayg Mrom itg great campaign with
o ather loss thon e two bareels of cider and e tme they hod spent.

Alfter this event, my Fther teaded Favrms and moved thiree times
within twao years; the laxi time on a well-improved faem ol eighty
AeTeR N Plymonth, Wayne county. purchiased of a relative who had
tnrwed Movrmon, amd gone to Nouveo, 1L This farvm boad good boild-
ings on it. amd was near o district school.  So that when we moved on
‘it in the spring of 1842 [ was ten yvears old, and had enjoyed vory little
opportunity for edueation. ng this was the twelfth time we hiad moved
ginee [ wax born. I now for the flest time had the advaninge of a very
good school near home, which T improved until January, 1845,



396 ANNXUAL MEETVING, 1006,

Two exeiting evenls occurred doving our slay here. One was a
cyclone coming in the night when we were all in bed, careying away
the rool of our honse, compelling us in the midst of & heavy rain to seek
shelter fon the barn, and i o sl kitchen atlached (o the heose,  But
within iwo days, with the help of neighbors, we Lhad o new ool oo,
though we hind to go to Ypsilanti for the materials.  The other event,
nearly a fmlal one, occarred on Christmas day, 15100, A boy abouat my
sigge by othe e of Clayion, enme to our bouse to linve we go with him
to the wouods to hant paviridges, My farther and oldest breother were
away, aud gnknown to my moither 1 took the old masket ihat my father
haed enrveicd jo tie baftle of Oswego, XN, Y. in the war of 18i2, with
its Aintlock and stec]l ramrod. and after shooting several times ot
squivtels and paeteldges but Killing none. we went to shooting at a
mark. Tiring ol this, we voarvied our sport by loading with bhlank earr
ridges and firing ot ench other at three or fone rods apart,  In ownr ex:
citement T forgot 1o tnke the steel ramrod out of the barrel after lond-
ing my oun, and when T fived the rod passed throngh the Clavion boy's
cont sleeve, drawing blood, but deing no sevious injuryv.  That ended
the mimie warfinve. We agreed to go home amd keep perfectly quiet
nbout onr Christmar celebration. In 18536, 1 met Clayton at the State
fair in Detroit, nnd he snid e bhad not found (he rod yer,

Ten days alter thal Cheistmns hant our family were on the move
again wilh ox-teams, going to the unbroken [oresis of Faton county,
where we occupied the new double log-house bailt in advance by latlier
amd my oldesi brother. To young persons who may never have seen
these pioncer shantics, much less have seen one buoilt, a description
may be of interest. Dsnally the only tools were an ax, 4 s:sw, an aonger,
el someties an ads,

After clearving sround suflicieat for thiz doable shanty, sixteen by
twoenty leet, the straighltest beech amd elm trees. ten to twelve inches in
diameter. were cul into logs sixteen by twenty feet long, nnd hoaled
Lo the plive, The lnrvgest logs were selected Tor the front, so that when
ready Tor the rool, which woenld bave a =lope of about three feel, ihe
shianty wonld have an inside height of ten feel in Mont. and seven "ot
in the rear walls.  Dasswood frees were then cat for the roof, split in
two, the centors dug ont like a trowgh, and the honlves Iaid trongh side
up near each other first, then others trough =ide down to lap over the
upper edges of the first tier, making a waterprool roofl, without ralters
or shingles: for floors white ash trees were ent. split, lined and hewed
to make siraight edges, nnd laid., Each shanty was twenly feet long
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and stood eiohi feet apart, all under 1his one reof. giving a covered
alley way between them. The doorways were cul in the walls to open
out inte this aliey. The doors, also muade out of hewn split ash, hung
on wooden hinges. and closed by o wooden Tatel, with a piece of raw-
hide sirlpe to pull the lntel ap to open ihe door,

Nort o omedl was ts=ed to build these two shantics, Al the money spent
on them was to buy twe seven by nione sis-lighted windows,  Fireplaces
wore ent thronzlh the logs, and stickohimneys built apon the outside
Lidd snd plastersd with elay.  When ready, my father stavied with the
oX-team after the family, leaviog my oldest brother in chiarge,

It teol tive dave to make the teips aml regquired two neighbors with
their ox-teams 1o wove the mmilye foenitnre. provisions and  corn.
Tlhongly o gumite thirteen yenrs old, my father sent me ahead one day
in advanee with a drove of stock—itliree cows, two yvearlings, fve sheep
aned fone o=, Only a peizhibor’s boy aboal my agze gecompanied me,
guided by o reougzh map my fAther made of the ronte, and name of the
tavern where 1 svas (o stay over night, 1 wos allowed six «days to tnke
the srocl throush, amd wasg not overtaken by the teams until we reached
Eaton Rapids, the fifth day. We Lind twelve miles (o 2o the next day,
Four of them over o new road just cut through, that no team hnd ever
ZOnT over. r

We reached our shanty home before night. and received o woarm and
clad welcome Ly oy brother, with checrfal fivex bluzing in both shanties
to geeet the Mmily of seven children, the oldest sixieen, and the young-
est twa years old, besides father and mother.

As we had no fodder for the stock. and only the corn in the ear hauled
seveutv-live miles, bhrowsing was the only hope of life for them, and onr
principal bnsiness for the next three months was cutting down trees
for them {o feed on. Within two days aller entering our new home my
oldest sisler and wysell come down with the measles follewed within
one montlh by all the vest of the children.

My oldest brother haid a relapse and come near dying: his halr nearly
all vome ond, awd lelt him as bald as a bare rock the rest of his life.
Still we managed to clear seven acres and get in the spring crops, such
= vorn. pofatees, pumpking amd  squash.  After =elling his Wayvoe
vounty farm. paying up the morigage and other debis, my futher hl
=00 lelt to begin life anew nnd make another home, Bot necessary
cxpenses until o crop could be raised had reduced that to 100, enongh
too buy cighty acres of government land., 8o he decided to go on footr
i Iomia, (ifry miles away, and make the purchase. The evening before
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oing he laid the 100 silver dollars out on  the chevey  table, the
nicest picee of Tornitore we had, and let oz all see ond handle and
count over the lhrgesi amount of money we chibladeen hod ever seon, A Ner
he had gowe we were greatly worriced for Fear e would be pobbeed, v
ryving so much money alone and on fool, and alked among onesclves o
great deal abont it amd notil he reiorned on the fonrvth day =ale, sound
and sucves=Til. to onr great joy amd rvelicel,

The crops on the seven acres of pew groand proved very saceessiol
and when harvested three acres were sown o whent.,  The next winter
my father hauled tamarack logs to the snwmill ar Eaxton Ropids to be
sawed into lnwber for a frame barn, giving half (or the sawing, and in
the spring bailt the first Frame bavn in that parl of Benton township.

It was in 1540, and the barn was thivty Ly forty leets amd in (he
stable of that barn my sister taught the first school in that vicinity,
having seven scholurs. three of them of our family,

In the following July my father cat onre theee acrees of wheat with
o sickle, and T bound and set it up. The next day he cul one acre for
o neighhor, binding and setting it in shock, and taking three bushels
of wheat for his pay. 1 went with him to do ihe binding. 1t was very
hot that day, and the fleld sarronnded by heavy timber, shut out all
cool breezes. i

It being so hoi he drank frequently and [recly of cold water from n
apring near by until we finished the work. Bot it proved (o bhe his
lnst day's work. e was inken very sick, became nnconscions, and on
the tweniyvsixth day of July, 1545 was buried in the little wheat-tleld
on his auew frontier Tarm at the ecarly age of loriveight years, leaving
n widow with sceven children and a fzem ol seven acres cleared. Tor
their only dependence in life,

Ax moon ax oy mother's two brothers, owniong fine Boms opear Auaborn,
New York, heard of my father's death, they eame out to =ee us, with
the porpose of takine os all back with them to New Yok and taking
care of n=  Bot wmy mother wonld consent (o no offer or proposition
they could make. They plead that the family, they were sure. conld not
gupport themselves in such o wilderness as Michignn then was, and
they could not leave them there to staryve,

But wy mother replied that all she had to live for was her seven
children, the oldest one nearly seventeen and the youngest three years
old, and as she had moved filfteen times since she was marveicd she
wonld not move ngain ax long as ghe conld keep the family together.
The winter before my [ather’'s death, my oldest brother and sister had
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been =ent o Vermoniville te school for one term and I was fold that
I =lionld go the next winter, bat oy acher's death pal oo stop to our
sehooling For the next Tour venes, when o disteict schoollionse wiis built
on thee corner of ok Gari, ameld a0 2ehool uiu'l!l'll. ;;P'l'il'lF_'L' I-'iir'ﬁill;_- Il
seXiciy of wy et her over her chibdeen crowing np witheut edoaeational
slvanmees, owing fto the Get that wherever we lsud livead aml o sehool
starie] we wovied ofl to ot wew part of the conntey, where there were
Tk,

Brefore iy Tether o8l he waz planning (o sell his Garm od o meve to
the paaivies of Wisconsin, where he thoneht we econbid oot o livinge sisior,
ad no doubt would have done g0 the next spring il he hod lived, DBat
his death pot oo end to the roving habits of ecighteen years, and firmly
decitled my mother to stay where she was as long as her children wonld
sray with her

A= my father had been elected justice of the peace for the township
in 1=15, awd al=o supervizor in 1516, and was filling both oftices, his
death was deeply Telt as a great loss by the entivre community, The
day alfter his burial we drew the wheat into the barn, and the day fol
lowing, threshed ten bushels of if with #flails and at night shelled five
bushels of corn, and the third day I was sent with onr ox-team and
the ten bushels of wheat from the threee acres and the five bushels of
corn to be ground inte flour amd meal at the Deltan mills.  On the way
I mer a My, S2amuel Nickerson with a horse and buckboard at a place
in the voad rtoo narvrow for the teams to pass each other. Having
an ax with me, I went to centting the romd wider. and in doing so
stepped near o Iarge rattlesnake, that warned we by his vicious rattling,
to keep out of his wav,  Alter killing the snake and getring the lenmns
st cach otler, Me, Nickerson learned who T owaze aned told o me e was
s lawyer, was present at my [ather's funecal, and only Tour weeks
before haol rried a ense before him as justice of the peace ot Dimondale,

I oreaeliesd the anill before diock, but luul to stay over night to get oy
cpl=r, sleeping in the will, and ot Lome next day with Qour and meal
enongh to lazt nz theee months,  Early in the spring we had cliojgeed
three aeves of timber near the uew baro. and we wanted to log and burn
it and put it iate wheat that fall. In September, we arranged to ex-
changze work with two men to help de the logging: one was township
teeasarer by the name of Tagget, living four miles west of us. and
one of the first setilers in the county.

I was but fourteen years old. We were living in a log shanty
shingled with hollow logs, and the floor made of logs and then hiewed,
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My father had died only a month before, leaving my mother with seven
childven and seven acres of cleared land, three cows and oune yoke of
oxen.

My oldest brother was elghlecn aml youngest three years ol age, with
nao sehools near ns amd bl few settlers in the towpship,. Ouar cows,
with bells on, ran at loge in the woods, In stormy weather they often
Inid out over night aod it was my duoty to ook them up early in the
morning, One day T storted out with my younger brother and a small
dog. We could hear the bells about a mile away, As we cawme in sight
of e cows the dog began to back at a Jarge buck deer with great
antler=s. 1 went forward to belp the doeg and the deer left fizhting
the dogz aml pitched ar me. [ ran belind @ big black oak tree. and
when the deer magde an attack on we the dor would snap al his heels;
iy voungest brother stood looking on about ten rods off, badly fright-
encd and screaming at the top 6f his voice. 1 finnlly suceecdm] in oot
ting n dey eak Thab for o elub, and slienever e omnde an aitack on
me I woubi stvike him on the head, and finally saeeeeded in koocking
Livg down and pounded him on the head. My broiher come up aad we
thought we could dreaw the deer Lome. We dvew Lilm about two rods
and could draw kim no furiber. In our exeitement we forgot all about
the cows, and started for bhome on the run to carry Lhe news to the
family,

We fonnd our oldest brother at home, with two men who were belping
Lim do gome work. We told them what we had done, but it was hard
to get them to beliove it. They finally concluded to go with us and see
for themselves, and lound the deer, which proved fo be n very large one,

They dieessed it and then we all returned bowe nnd had plenty of
veulson for the family for o whole week., The doving act of a boy was
published in our only conpiy paper and copied by Detroit papers, and
commented on as a great achievement for a boy only fourieen years old.
My mother told me that (rom that time on I should have a gun to carry
whenever 1 went after the cows,

For the first time in my life | was permitted to hunt with a gun.
There was handed down in our family a revolutionary gun which had
a history that could be traced back te 1775, and was used by my father
in 1812 at the battle of Oswego, N, Y.

It was an old smooth bove, fintlock with steel ramrods, tmtudge
box and belt, This was my Oest goo, and I felt rveal proud of it; and
whenever T had an oceasion to go Into the woods, (his historic musket
was with me, loaded, primed, and ready for any large game that dared to
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appeenr. The same wonily I Killed the deer with a club, T had o shot at
to less than Gve deer aod lind missed everyone of them.

My mother sald o e, =Pds, 05 you expect to supply the Tomily with
vetldsoo, you luwd better teude your gun ol for o dey oak b That
fall, in Sepiemler, one ovening just before alark. wornl came to our
liow=e that a lear was killing the hoss of o peighbor two niles Mo
s, 1:1!|1] weatntaesl wis hu_n-: Vaw a=owibins Jil avdnasde Illllt "lﬂ‘iii: il f_ﬂli‘m 1'.l.'h|.|. ]:’lnh'rnn.
The man who lovought word soild that he wonld go after Tile Cogswell
and his four e dogs, who lived two miles favther away.,

My oldest brother amd myvsell stavted ot onee. e tnking his rifle
amd T oy el historiec mueskel,.  When we gof there we found the boar
lisndl injured oo of e hoze badly, breaking his back. bnt Mre. Jones'
wile, with two dog=, had kept the bear from killing it and carryving
it o, Pl night was very davk, bat it was evident from the way the
doos were barking amnd howling that Broain was not farv ofl.

We Kithed the hog. and told Mres, Jones to tnke the dogs to the Lonse
nml ghnt them up, and we would deaw the hog ‘ru a log bridge. which
wis about ten feet high, secrete ourselves behind a large elm iree and
awnit developmenis. My brother conceived this plan, ¢laiming the bear
wis hungey and would follow the hog where we Liad deagged it We
tonk our position several leet Jower than the bridze, so that we conld
look up towards (he sky and see the bear if he came on the bridge.

We had not been waiting more than thirty minuies before Mr. Bruin
mistide hizs appearanee on the bridge. He evidently bad scented us. and
was suspicious of danger, as he squared himsell broadside fo us, and
looked down at ws, my brother whispered —XNow is our time, take
wim,—frve  Iheain . peude o jump, strack the bank within six deet
ol us, ran into a large beech top within ten rods of us, making terrific
groans as il in great pain and angnish, breaking and chewiogz up the
Hmbs pear him.

Not knowing what he would do next, we lighted our lanterns and
took possession of the bridge, determined i necessary to fight it ont
on the bridgze. 1o all new countries the early settlers have certain sig:
nals for such oceasions. In the timber., where settlers are few and
far between, they usaally blow horns, ring cow-bells or fire guns,

Asg soon as we had fired at the bear, we heard three shots fired which
indicated that Tile Cogzswell and his bear dogs were on the way and
noet far off.  In a short time we heard horns blowing and cow-bells
rvinging and within an hour from the time we had fired our first shols

&l
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at least twenty men were en the breidge listening to our story, and fto
Lthe groans of lirnin.

Tile Cogswell nml his guns wers selected (o inferview Mre. Dienin at
onee, The slogs were et Joose, amd with laolerns and goas, we all
followedl. We found the bear so bally wounded he could not run,
bl he ade o desperafe fight with (he dogs.  He killed one of the dows
amd apother was Killed by one of the o in shooting af the bear., Cogs
well, who saved the rest of his dogs, rushed forward to within ten feet of
the benr amld shor him throesh the head. We then held o council nad
decided thar 1vwe of the wen should go with mwe and get my mother's
ox-team and stene-boat and deaw the bear to onr place that night and
dress il, and the next day have a holiday. when all the neighbors
within five miles were to come and receive a shave of the lurgest Llack
bear that had ever been killed in that part of the State.

It was a great reliel to all the settlers for miles aronnd, (o know
that this particular bear was dead. He had been a regunlar visitor
for the past two vears to nearly every farmer who kept hogs in the
entire township, The bear weighed before being dressed, a little over
four hundred pounds. It was found that both my brother and myself
hit the bear, and that either of the shots wonld have proved latal as
they passed clear through him, and not six inches apart. My brother
then advised me to do my hunting after dark, as it was evideat 1T could
see to shoot better in the davk than in the lizsht, At least one hundred
settlers visited our home the next day and received a portion of the
carcass that had cost ithem so dearly in pork.

Ton the sammer ol 1847, we cleared up the fen acres, chopped the
previous winter, sowed the siome to wheat in the fall, from swhich we
harvestidd nearvly 400 bnshels. That year the State capitol was located
at Lansing, within twelve miles of us, settlers were coming in rapidly,
new roads were being snrveyed amd opened to the capitol from all the
surronmding towns and villnges, amd gencoral improvement and  pros-
perity wers manifest, A company of ten persons surveying an air-line
voud frem Battle Creek through Bellevue and Charvlotte, to Lansing.
stopped over night at our house, sleeping on the cabin floors, my mother
getting supper and breakfast for them. In the morning the head sur-
veyor wanted another hand, and offered iwenty-five cents a day and
board uotil they returned. and I wag selected to take the position, to
carry water. make fires and do such other miscellaneous work as should
be required.  He inguired if T was the boy who killed the buck with a
club, and being told that T was, sald they had two guns with them,
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but haed Lilledd no gaome except o few parvividees and a woodelinek, aond
told e they wonhll expect me To fornish the poety with venison. even
0T laoed v Qe i owiel s elube bt that T ocooabel nsee thoe om0 T wished,
and vk Tionee toc oo wliile ahiey were b work on e war, W sineted
catiely Bl peeeelee oy thives meiles thad alay, o 0o Pt Fratn onire plave
wais athinest who!le thromzh an anbeokoen Forest ol havdwood  Thimber,
tines o b e dogrread Lol b iy il G,

Moo te=i o alayT= lmnd netbedd sSevenT paorteidees Por o sapper. Thie next
chany woer el less oo o miles ecrossing il old meil™s swamp’ covered
with s ihick wrowihe ol mmaeack and willow Lreash, with aoud and weotor
umlerneath, Neareiy all day T oent heash o and small feees for a path, bt
s osoon s aear hard land, 1 was ovdered aliead to locote o good camp-
ing spot, amd soon fowmd one near o stream of water, While proporing
thes grommd 1 <aw two deer on the frot coming towards= me. | seized my
gun, drepped belind a0 log, and when they were within five rods of me
I bleated, they stopped, 1 fired and broke the back of one, and cut his
thiroat amd went back and reported to the parviy thar | had loeated the
camp, amd aoman was sent with me (o get it all rendy for the nishi.
When they
hung up veady for cooking, and all had plenty of venison that night,

and during the rest of the way., This was my first deer killed with
@ ogun. My formeer failuves were Trom excitement and aiming too high.
Alter this 1 never had another attack of “buck [fever™

The Fourth nigbht we eamped near where Waverly 1'ark now is, west
ol Lansing.  ANext morning we heard cow-bells and some one chopping,
Some of us Followed the soumd, and on reaching CGeand viver saow a log-
Fona=e on the ather side. wheve Mee Cooley lived, He came across in
bis bead, and told us we were within three wiles of Lansinge, and took
e ul oue poety i his boat 1o town, reterning abont noon, aceompsanied
Ly Chieles D=l o prominent oitizen of the new city, bringing us o wood
divuer amd by 4 o'clock peome we were all ot the corner of Washinglon
avenne g Main steeet, where they were then building the Tlenlon
Bortise, tor avevoniedate the fivar legiglature, to meet o Jonooey, 1544, 1
hond s=een heick buibilings before, bar had noe idea lhow they were put
tomether until | o=aw them usiog movtar with the brick on the Benton
house,  The influx of people was so great, and the houses so few, that
we conld find ne rool to sleep under. We lTollowed Washinslon avenie,
which hind just eeen nmlder-breashed, novth to Thvices’ store, where we
bousht snnplies Tor onr sapper, therve pitched our tent under a large
el Free juat sonth of the store, and camped for the night. Next morn-
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ing, after breakfust, most of the party walked father north, past the
Mrame of the first capitol building. ready to be raised that day, vn Lo
Norvth Lansing, where there were (wo or three small stores, and a saw-
mill.

All the settlers avound Launsing huad been invited to the “raising™
that dayv. jugs of whisky provided free for all, and alzo dinner and =up-
per. and tie whole procecding was after the fashion of an old siyle
ratisitgz of the heavy hewed feame of an old [ashioned barn or house.
The moxt of our party assisted at the ralsing, and also at the dinaer
and suppers, and helped empty the jugs, but raliied at our tent nnder
The elm tree ot night, every man sober,

Next morning we started on our return, following onr previous trail
four miles, then siorted o new survey hall a mile south of the previous
one. which was ulrimarely adopted as [ar as Charlotte, evading half
a mile of swamp crossed by the first survey. In alter years the Penin-
sulne railromd followed ounr first survey east of Charlotte most of the
way to Lansing.

On the tenth day feom my leaving, T veached home mucl elated over
iy exporience aod my ficst visit to Lanpsiog, the infant capital, and
hnb of the Stale of Michigan.

In the following month ol September, 1 made my second visil to Lan-
sing, under the following circumstances: A man by (he name of
Corydon 1% Sprague, a relative of my futher, with his younz wife, both
echiool-teachers, on their way to Wisconsin, visited us and other near
relatives. He went to see Lapsing and concluded to settle there and open
a zelect school, Hoving no means to build a school-honse, five familics
of his relatives volunteered to go and build one for him, and make him
a present of it. 2o nbout the 10th of Beplember, 1847, Samuel 'reston,
John Strange, George P, Carman, William H, Taylor and Theodorve 15
Potter, to represent his father. all from Eaton county, with axes and
teams, met in Laosing near the junctfion of Grand and Cedar rvivers,
where Liush & Thomas had given a lot for the purpose, and near where
the Totter Manulacturing Company’'s laetory was alterwards  bullt,
commenced cutting timber on the lands of speculators, who were not
there either to consent or objecl, haunled the logs to the lot with their
ox-tenms, and in ten days had completed a two-story log school-house
and residence,—ihe first school-honse ever bullt in Lansing. hanling the
pine lumber for the floors and desks from Flushing. a distance of forly
miles.

In this two-story loz-house Mr. Sprague and wife lived and opened
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the tirst select school in Lansing. having a full atiendance the tirst
winter, Mrs, Sprague feaching the primary classes and he the more
ilvanesal. Dot dluring the sumer of 1548, new schools were openeid
in wiher parts of the city, as most of the people were setiling along
Wishinglon avenue, on the worth =tde of the river, leaving the Sprague
school too juch out of reach and inconvenient ol access,

T Al il of that yveoar e opeoned but one deportment, and his wile
tamghit o ddisteict school ot Deltn Mills, until she was taken sicle and
dliewl, amed T lwenine  disheartensd and returned to hizx former home
neie Auburn, XNew York., Alterwards he went to Colifornia, loeated at
Sonorn, nml in 15530, wag elected a member of the California lemisla-
ture. =erving two ferms went to Oregon, praciiced law, marvied his
gevond wilfe, returned to Californin. became a leading lawyer of the
State, and i now living, of elghty-five years of age, on a frait farm.

While building the log school-house, old Chief Okemos, then eighty
years ol and o few of his teibe were camped near us.  They had been
ot ing pear onr home not lowe before, and he knew me, and also about
my killing the bock with a elub, and had said it was o brave and danger-
ous el Ile delighted to prove his own bravery and many dangers by
showing the numerous scars be carrvied from moany conilicts with both
Indinns and white men, made by the tomabawk, knife and rifle. His-
tory tells us of the Britieh commissioning him as colonel of an Indian
regiment to fight the Amevicans at the batile of the Thames, and alier-
warids e went to Detroit amd agreeed with General Cass (o lay down
the tomanhawk and scalping koife, and beeame n good Todian, and never
broke his agreement. e look greni ioterest in ome, ealling me his
“iekaeninone” cShomokemnn™ (white young man), and watched me
imtently while making o crotch dray, and hauling and skidding logs
with the exen and a log chain,  As it was very warm, and I was work-
ing with barve fect. he pointed to his own feet, and said: “Squaw make
mocensing - von wear ameceasin—and at might he took me to his
wigwinm.,  The squaws looked nt my bare feer and ihen at each other
anid begnn to =hake with lnughter. One of the men said they were
making fun of my bare feet, Soon one of the sguaws linded Okemos
a pair of new, nicely beaded movensins, and e asked e (o pot them
o, otfered to pay ter them, bl he erelused G, 1 then proudly
witlhol nronmd showing themy o all their wigwams, greally te thelr
delight,

Since then T have been conversant with numerons tribes of Indians,
bt Okemos is the ouly Indian T ever knew to mzive n present to a white
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main. 1 did not go barefoot again in Lansing. Then Okemos asked
mie o bave a night hoot with him up the Cedar viver, Three of us wenl
in a large canoe, (emos in the bow, T in the center. and auoether Tndian
in the stern to =teor the boal. We powed up nbount two  miles anad
stofeusdl wntil it was ddark.  The weather was wiorm amnd sualiey, aml
mosipnitoes very thick and tovmenting,  Torches were lighted and thea
thee Dot was permitted to slowly deift down the stecam in complete
silenee, Okemox in the how of the boot sal aroesd with @ Lotelet
o i long handle. To oo short time we saw the antlers of o laege doee's
head preotrading out of the water, his body inmonersed (o keejs off the
mosgquiiocs, amnd his eves shining like two small breilliant stars.  Before
we pesiiclied him we discovermd two more heads of sulincerged  deers,
all intently gazing at the bewildering lights, anconscions of danger
until Okemos with his hatchet strack ile aptlersd one in the head,
then stenek one of the others, which made suel o splashing in the water
as to Melghten the thivd one away,  Defore midoizht we soere bk 1o
camp with two fine deer. This wns the fivst time T took o Land in this
Kinad of still hant, thouzh 1 hadd heard about 00 and peanctioed it on e
ks and vivers of the west vears allerwards

Okemos Hyved to be over 10 years of age. and dicd ot one of his
camps on the Looking Gloss river east of I0eWiti, his body lashed 1o
his fovorite pony wmd taken 1o Bhim lecon, an Indinn mission villnge
on Grand river. south of Poetland. whers it woas buavied.

Aflter going home fMrom Lansing and finishing up the [all work we
bought eighty acres more of government land adjoining us on the east,
and during the winter chopped twenty acres of that. barninge a Jarege
part of the timber while green, gathering the ashes (o make into “hilnck
silis" by o neighbor who hind an aghery and worked them np on slinres,
The blacksalix were sold to merchants in Chavlotte, who had them
mede into potazh, then deawn to Marghall and shipped e Buffaloe.
where they were mradde into saleraius, rendy 1o be shipped bock to the
merchianis and sold to the snme families who hoad ent the tinlwr and
burned the loss that made the ashes they had rmked ap to make the
black-salts that made the saleratus that eaised our pancakes

In those days this was the only paying business the now very
valuable hard timber could be put 1o by those enrly settlors, (o gel
thelr land cleaved.  As an example of this, my oldest brother, George,
fil=il won Forty pneres adjoining us on the oorih, and before the time [or
pavment expired he hind ent timber enough off (om0 and bhoarned into
ashes to make black-salts to sell to pay for the land, TFever and.aguoe
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was very prevalent in Michigan and hardly any Gunily escaped it
Ague shakes woere the fnshion, guinine the remedy, some careying it
loose in the vest pocket lsoudy to take a pinch at any momwent while at
work, My mother sabl she finally wore out the agoe alter o fen year's
tight, by the Ditter Dl af rhat deng, and every Gall all the childreen of onre
oy bur e woere soee to have i ol secing e exssonple of i aeoumd
e s el I becine an expert in imitating the shokes, hut never ool
o gennhie experienee of the bone-sattling,  tecthchattering, flesh-buro-
ing, which no amonot of rvesolution, awd perspleation,  guinine and
cold waler conld fully prevent, Sl voung people of loday muast oot
think we younz people of those days had no Tun, Amiuscments  of
vitrious Kinds wers comimon, such a= vouuz people and chililven play in
all ages amd countrics.  Besides in that new couniey then we had our
honse and barn raisings, huskings, apple-parings, spelling  matches,
voon honis gl other sporis not konown now. having become obsolete
with the poesing of pioneesr dayvs-—nmuszements *in which old and yoang
Pt el ted,

Faton conniy liand sixteen townships, which were dividesd into Toar
clecilon precinets of Fowr township=s ciach.  ITn our precinet, comprising
the tewnships of Windsor, Beonton, Oneida amd Delta, the first election
wits held at the house of Walker Nichols. five miles south of Gramd
Laslge awd iwelve miles southiwest of Liansing, ten vears before the
vitpitol was lovated there.

At this first spring election, township offivers were to be elected for
one yvear. O course, it bronght together all the men and gueer char-
acters Mo all thoese Toor townships. Promioent among them was a
it by thie nome of Bailey, living about two wmiles novth of Charlotte,
one ol the fiest setilers o the conniy, noted as 0 vielin player, and a
very social and agrecable fellow among the =ettlers,

Sonwe hd come on horscelack. amd for amoscement Bailey offered to
run o wmee of ten rods on foeot, with a heavy fenee rnil on his shounlder,
agninst o man Mrom near Delin on horseback. the bet (o be a zallon of
whisky. The Delta man being a temperssinee man and Cheistian, to his
honor anid consistency refused to bet with whisky, or make any bet at
all, but congented to the rvace, the conditions of which were to be that
Bailey, bearving on his shoulder the eail, selected by o committes, from
smong the lavgest ones on 3Mr. Nichols' feace, wos (o start one rod in
rear of the horse to get nnder way, and on getting even with the horse
the word “go™ was to be given and both start together. Dailev wom
the race and ever afier went by the name of “IRail Bailey.” Shortly
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alter this he went to the store in Charlette to get a pair of rubber
boots. Fimding a pair that tivted him, he put them on and walked out
into the miid aod came back with them covered with it, and 1old the
merchant that they suitedd him, and he would like o Keep them but
haid no money to pay for theme  The merchant replied that as he had
soiled them so badly that ne one else would buy them, he would have
to keep them and pay when he could.  Early settlers say that he never
paaiel Tor the bools,

That sune spring a new docior with his family came to Charlotie
amd BEalley emplored him in his family, When his corn was ripe the
doctor wanted DBailey to take a bhog he had received for doctor's fecs,
that had been Fatted in part on beechunis aond fat it on corn, then kill
and deess it for Lalf. Bailey consented. told him to bring the hog ont
next day, and he would have a ploce ready. When the hog came he
put it in the pen, fed it corn that night and next morning. then killed
and dressed it, and took the doctor his Lalf, saying it was fat enough
for his own use, and he thought for the docior's tee. The doctor was
angry bul could do nothing but make the best of §t, aod said alter:
wards that the story, cirenlated all over the country, gave him such a
repuiation that he had no lack of patronage, nnd helped him more than
anything else. 1 cannot vouch for the truth of all these stories, but
such persons and incidents originated much of the gossip, story-télling,
laughter and amusement of people in those days of seattercd neighbor
hoods, sparce populations, few books and newspapers, over a wide ter
ritory where people met, or visited, or exchanged work with each other.

In the spring and summer of 1818, the jobs to open the State road
from DBattle Creek to Lansing, 1 bad helped to sorvey, were let to
diffevent purtics. Among them were fonr men by the name of Gilkey,
living wear Launsing, who took two miles of it near our home, making
their headiguariers at our house. [ took a contract of them to build
cighty rods of the rvoad one mile east of onr farm for which I was to
have 82250 in Swmre land serip, good for 200 acres of Btate land any-
where in Michigan. I was in my seveateenth year, and sirong and
ringged for one of my age. [ fest cut the timber four rods wide, <then
clearead the cender of the rond one vod wide of siumps taken out by the
rouls, 'I'wenly rods of the road had to be cansewanved with logs Iwelve
feet long, I always took my dinner and gun with me and onee during
my mooning killed a decr near where 1 was at work, Aflter finishing
my romd job I sold 8100 worth of my scrip in Lansing for $20 eash,
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amd with the remainder jocated ecighty acres of lamd in kent connty,
and forty acres in Shinwassee conpty near Corunna,

Pueing the winter of 1515 amd 1849 we cut twenly aeres of timber,
bivrned most of it o ashes (o omake Dlack-=alis aml saleratos,

The Calitornin gobl exeitement ol that fnee was taking many men
ant of the vountev, ol wonld have taken neavly all the youne men iF
ther b the means to go with, T was only seventeon years olid, Liny
trieal every possible way to gel some money to go with, T had 120
aeres of i, but could nol ralse any money on il 08 nobody had any
to lonn or buy with.

In the spring we made 300 new =ap tronghs ont of s=plit ash logs hewed
out with an ax and charred inside to keep ihem from leaking. tapped
400 maple trees, nuube S0 pounds of sugar to exchange for goods and
family supplicz, and in the snmmer harvested ten acres of wheat wiih
rain eradles, threshed it with a horse.power machine, and then had
the fine crop of over 200 bushels for use and market.

Four miles east of us in Windsor township, was a log school-house,
in the woods, where in Oclober a boy six years old by the name of
Wiright was attending school and in returning howe got lost in the
wooills, Hetilers living nearest by looked for him that night in vain.
The next day people for miles around were notified, and about 200 men
joined in the search. They found where he had lain over night, and
during the day found his cap two miles sonthwest ol the school-house.
Next day fifty more men from Eaton Rapids joined in the search. To-
wirds night on the third day, T was on the extreme right flank of the
seivhing porty and about theee miles fromw the school-house south of
Taylors lake, near the hemd of Thoroapple viver where the willow
brush were very thick, when some one at my left fred of a deer.  In-
slanily wol more than ten feet from e, someihing sprang up in o
thick «lump of willows that for a moment I supposed to e a wild
animal, bl quickly saw it was the boy, and at ooee shoonted thar he
wiits Touml.  He was so frightencd and exhaosied ihat he conld noi
spenk, nmil his fest were hadly frost-bitten. We carvied hitm to the near-
et house, wheee he was treated by n doctor who woe in the F“:Il'i.'llhlg'
party, and then taken to his home, Buc the boy never folly recoversd
fram the shock and exposure. TPour vears after (his (he boy was o
sehalar, in the same schooalhouse, of Miss Diantha O, DeGen®, the wiv
T wonlid nol leave belind me, and maveied her in 18550 aned <511 Tive
with ler, in 1004,

Funting bee trees for honey was anotlier business e settlers cosamed

-
i'l‘."
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in to some profit in the fall and winter, There were three methods of
doing it gquite suecessfolly.  One was to make n box with a glass top to
slide, put some honexcomb with honey in it and leave the slide open,
and set it in the sun in the woods where the bees would tind it, 611 up
with the honey and fly steaight for their homes,  The hunier wonld tnke
his nx and mark (he trees in line with the Night of the bees, then close
the box with some bees in if, move some digtance to the right, or leflt,
in the sunshine, open the box and line the bees from that point, and
where the secoml line crossed the fivst the bee tree was sure to be found
neat'.

Another way was to lollow their line of flight in a warm day and
when near the tree detect them by their buzzing, Or, when there was
gnow on the ground, take a warm sunny «doy wh:?un the hees wonld
come out, and =ome of Them got ehilled and fall down on the snow and
ground.

In the spring of 1850, T was silll hoping gome way wonld open to
enable e o 2o 1o the gold fields of alifornia. In the meantime one
of love's oceasional romanees occurred. My oldest brother. George,
in arteading one of (he loghonsze dancing partics met a yvonng lody by
the poame of Cihadden, Tt wane o ense of Jove of flrst sizhif, nnil ey were
nrried the same month, and he at onee bndlt a log-honse for himself
on his forty acres adjoining us, and was living in it the wonth after
their marrviage, thongh still working and managing onr mother’'s farm.

In the following spring while making sogar. some difereonces  oc
curred between ns on that sabject. T wanting toe work the farm ol he
claiming T was too yvoung. That lelt me nothing to do bul obey the
orders of my brather. with which 1 was not satistied, thinking that my
ot her and brother were not giving me the privileges ol home to which
I was entitled. There was helping me thar spring in our sugar-making
a voung ninn twenty vears old by the name of John Verplank., He was
thes oldest of eight children, in a very poor Bolly living on o new frm
one mile from us,

To him T contided my tronbles, and as he and his fmther did not
agree very well together. he said he was planning to lenave home and
look oul for Lhimself, bt his father wonld not give his consent, and
he gaid he should leave even if he had to ran away. We finally amreed
to go off together the Tfollowing night, go to Joackson. foriy miles, on
foot, and see if we conld not get work on a farm, or in Jackson on the
riailrond. The next night we filled (he large potash kettle foll of sap,
left it boiling. look onr hest snit of clothes tied up in a bandanna hand
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kevehiel, besides a fresh loal of bread and a dozen [ricd-cakes 1o et
on the wav, amnd a cake of sugar, each having about the sune outfit.
We each also leuel about thres dellars o =ilver.  On reachinge Jackson
e wext dday at noon, we wend tooa lotel, and told the indlord we were
Iaking For work., He sabd e had o Goem near Jockson and wanted
b Diiee some poen G split rails for Aty conts o hoandeed and board. We
Poled Tibne ws wesre Traseie Phe Faton connty woods and neenstomed to thint
work,  Alfier an ageeeoment with hine e gove us onr dinner. wrote
an orider to the fenant on his farm, gave us the divections, and we
reaclisd  the plave abont 3 o'clock and found an Trish family in pos.
session,  The man fave ng toolg, ook us to the womls, marked the trees
wee werbes ool il split, and we worked until night. entting log= eleven
Fewel Doz, Bzl . good supper, =lept well. and earvly next morning after
break st went to split ap the logz we had cat, bat found the white oak
s very tongh that after working very harvd all doay we Lind split less
s 2000 aifl<. The next doy we worked until noon, and told the Trish-
st (ot we combld make no wages on such timber, ond wonld have to
quit wales= our wages were aieed, He took his Lhovse and went to
davkson, o consnlr the landloed, bur eame bock saving there wonld
e piy Bmneviezisas T oot gy, We told him e wis weleote to the 300
radls wie lizel =plit. but on leaving e save a=s fifiy cents each. and we
tonkl the enilroad teaek and walked 1o Geass Lake, whers we took a
Freiehit drain to Ann A rlar, working oni passge Tsw Iu*]pi“g tor nunloddd
Frelalin alone the way, At Dexter we heard of o farmer two miles ont,
Whioo wanted to hire two wen, we went there, I|I'I|H‘II hiim do his chores
thiet eveming, ook supper with him, and then lie 1old us e conld pay
s bt fve dollae= o omonth besides board and swashing, We told him
we conhl o better, We gtoniid all night. and helped him de his choves
o loalging and breakfst, when  he offered us six dollars a month,
Which we dewclined, and walked on to Ann Arbor, where we tried to get
worke om the rnileel, bt wers told we were tos Young,

Wi niow  concluded we had made a mistake in leaving home. and
decided 1o return. unless on our way back we conld find a good joh.
We walked 1o Whitmore lnke and staid over night with a good farmer,
then went on west throngh a good farming country, payving our way
with work, and on 1Lw seventh day from leaving home reached FEafon
Rapids and found one of oue neighbors whe had come to get a zeist
grovnd nnd had to siny over night to get it done, and that he had (wo
hnshels of corn to oot groumd for my mother, that T had shelled just
hefooee 1 left., T asked him what she zaid about miyv leaving home. She
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told him that 1 thoonzht teo much of my mother to stay away longr.
and then soid fo me: *Your mother will be glad, bat nof sueprised to
o0 vou relnen” We slept on the mill floor that night and next day
weo todle home with this neighbor, where T was warmly welcomed by
all ooe family, folly convinesd that my troubles were mosily imaginary,
and that there was oo place like home” Verplank was not so well
received, Diis fother felling him he bad boped he wonld not retorn. In
August of thar year the =hlomly flux™ o dygentery raged, and among
the many =eitlors who died, were my voung friend John Verplank
and  three  yvounger  sisters. Al the people were greatly  alarmed,
nobody could be had to help take core of the zick and thoze who died
Lad to be buried at night by the county coroner. without any funeral
ceremonies.  Alter my return home from my fatile journey away 1
diligently made up all lost time and learned to value home as never
befoye, gave up all wild boyish habits and notions and concluded it
was time to make more of a man of myself and do the best T could at
home. =o muoch so that when I was twenty years old my mother and
brother obtained means for me to fulfil my long desivre of going to
Calilornia by the overland route with ox-teams, taking a hundred and
sixty-tive days, with many adventures. In closing this pioneer story
I will copy an extraet of a letter from my maother written when eighty
years old to o grandson, Pitt B, Totter, a business man of New York
City who had spent much time in tracing the ancestey of the Potter
family and published a pampl:let on it (with promise of more (o comae)
of mueh value to lhe relalives, Aflter a skeleh of her Michizaon life,
she closes by saving: “I kept my family with me until fhey became
men and women and peither of my five boys, to my knowledge, have
over used lignor o tobacco, and all have good bhomes and Families?”
Thus she Tulfilled bher purpose formed when oy father died and kept
the family together until ghe saw them all marvicd and rone and o
village of five handred population Luilt up on the old farm and nomed
after one family, and then went to live with her oldest daushier in
pHain =ight of Lher olid home, where she died at the remnrkable apge of
cighty-three, consideringe all the Ihbors, rinls and leaedships she had
wone throngh in a new country, XNeither my father or my mother ever
united with any choreh organization, but T believe they were Christion
peaple, belisving and doing to others as theyv would have others do to
them. and died as they had Tived, in the fall belielf that all mankind
wonld he nltimately saved.
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