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THI INDIANS AND THE TRADING POSTR IN THE NORTIHW EST
OF DBDALRRY COUNTDTY, MICHIGAN!

BY CIHAHRLES A, WEISSERT?

For many years it has been believed that Middleville” stands upon
the site of an Indian village, Research among the Ffew sourves of his
tory of the aborviginees who inhabited the land now included in the north-
western portion of Barry county, ndds nothing to support this theory ;
on the conlrary, it proves that the modern village was built not upon
the site of on Indian settlement. but upon a spot on the baonks of the
Thornapple where the red men held conneils and powwows. Under the
great trees they gathered to deliberate, to perform mystic religions
rites, to hold festivities, to try offenders against tribal laws and to con.
sgider peace or war, after which they went their various ways by teail
or by canoe fto meet again al the next call. To this spol, abloom in
spring with the thornapple, the red bud, the wild plum. the wild crab
and scores of varicties of flowers; in summer made heautiful by the rich,
heavy folinge of gigantic oaks, maples and beeches; and in autumn
gorgeous with multitudinans colors, they must have come from times
immemorial.

It is not difficnlt. however. to account for the source of this popular
error. West of Middleville Iay nn extensive oakopening. which was
called a praivie aml afterwards pnmed Scales” Preadvie®  Over this
streteh of land on which burronks oceasionally grew not nnlike trees
in an orchard. passed the deepworn teail connecting Pockatink.?® the
Indinn village on the site of Geand Rapids and Matel-eben ashe-wish

'‘Head at the Barry County Ploneer meeting. June 9 1911, Published by courtesy
of The Hastings Banner,

‘For original Information | am Indebted te the following ploneers: Joseph
Cisler, of Yankee Springs: Charles Williams, John Wickham, Willilam Bennesit,
John Williams, the late Jahn Fuller, the late Waitstill Hastings Cressey, all of
Hastings: the laise Willlam Brown, of Pralrieville; Cornelinus Mason, of Richland;
William Rurreughs, of Banfield. Historical atds—AMichigan Historical Collcctions;
. B. Cook's HNunting and Fishivg in the Wilderness West of Gun Lake in l:u!'.:
History of Rarey and Allegan Cownnties: Bartlett’s Tales of Kankakee Land ;
Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties, YVol, 11; Lossing's Pictorial Field Book of ihke
War of I812; Parton's Life of Andrew Jackson: Washington Irving's Life of W lﬂl:
ington; Kellon's Annals of Fort Mackinac: J. Fenlmore Cooper's Oak Openinghd;
Porkman's Montcalm and Welf,

"“An incorporated willage in the northwest township of Thornapple with a Pﬂﬂ:'-'
lation of 811 in 1904, Its first name was Thornapple. When the postoffice E’.
established with Mr. Dibble as postmaster it was proposed to call |t Dibblev :
From its disgtance (o Kalamazao and Grand Raplds it attained (t= present nam
of Middleville,

‘Named from NMobert Scales a plonesr settler. Sece swpra.

*Far lllustration see Vol. XXXV, p. 145, this series
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o the site of Kalamazgeo,  ITere, grovped in the vieinity of o block-
honse erected by French teaders, were o few wigwinns=, which might
have beem known s the “Middle Village.” for this settlement was lo-
mwidway between Pockatink and e town with the pon
When eastern speculators platlied o
forviy-acre townsite on Scales® Preaivie, they approprinted  the white
settlers” cognomoen of the litile gronp of wigwonms haddled about the
teading post. and called it =Aiddleville.” These lols were sold in the
vitlt, - No attempl was ever made (o build apon them, and years aller-
ward those who had invested in them, came west o view their property
only to find that they had been viectimized, like many foday who buay
in the west land which they have never seen. The investors neglected
to pay taxes on these lois, and therefore lost them. Like the townsiie
uf “Trenton.” plutied three miles south, “Middleville” was forgotien by
all except the speculators’ victims. When Calvin Hi!l' and others
cleared away the counecil grove two miles west of the trading-post.
ithe name was revived and given to their setrlement, which has developed
into one of the principal towns in Barry county,

OFf the lives and habits of the Indians who resided in Barry county
we know little. The hardy men who first came among them were too
busy hewing down the mighty foresi fo give much attention to the red
men, but seldom did they associate with them sufficiently o learn their

vialues as men and women., Indinns were “Injuns,” That they
habits,

cintedd oo
derons name on the Kalamazoo,

true
hnnted, fished, teapped, wandered, were unwholesome in their
and stubbornly refused to adopt the white man’s manner of living, is
common knowledge, Few were deeply interested in their lives, and with
geveral exceptions, of conrse, there was no attempt to understand them,
or to judge them by any standard except the white man’s.  And because
thevy were nofl like white men and refused to live like them, in other
words, to change their habits at once—something psychologically im-
possible—ithey were considered an infervior race, regardless of any virtues
they might possess,

Thus has been lost to us material for comprebensive studies of their
family and tribal lives, and too lHitle is known of their human attribotes
te assign them to any ab=olutely definite position among men. Acquaint-
ance with them was not casy, and their intimate lives were known only

to those white men who associated with them, Those who came to know

Talvin G. HI, famillarly known as Sqguire Hill was a native of New York
atate, who came (o Michigan in 1834 and purchased 400 acres of land which in-
cludsd the present village of Middleville, He flled at some time nearly all the
towmnship offices. Hin descriptions of surveysg are very primitive, llke “line run-
ning N. lo certaln plowage and E. to woolpile.” His son. Alpheus A.. mnade a
plow drawn by six or more yoke of oxen which he used to break up land for the
sciliers. His son, Albert C,, died in the Civil War. Mr, HIll died in 1867, Hist.

Barry Co., p. 4375,
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them best were undoubiedly the sons of ploneers who chose Indian chil
dren for their playmates and grew up with them, learning their methods
of hunting, fishing., trapping and their home life. These friendships
lasted until the red men were moved by the government, With remark:
ably preserved memories two men. Joseph Cisler,” of Yankee Springs,
and Charles Williams* of Hastings, still give interesiing nceountis of
the Indians of the northwestern part of Barry county, Mr. Cisler, who
i in his eighty-seventh year, iz the last connecting link of the early
tlays in this connty with the present. At the age of ten years he came
to Bull's Praivie, in Irving., with his parents, and has ever since vesided
in Barry county. Mr. Williams, a vounger man than Mr. Cisler, was
born in this county. He played with the Indians and became as expert
ng they were in hunting and fishing.

Tribes of Chippewns. IMotawatomies and Ottawas of the Algonqguin
brawch of the Indian race occupied this part of the siate. The Ottawas
were refugees from Canada. The Potawatomies occupied the 82t Joseph
vitlley, the Ottawas and Chippewas the norihern and eastern portions
of the state. In 1707 TLaMotte Cadillac, the French governor, urged (he
voncentration of the tribes. TFor a century and a half afterward the
Ottawas and Potawatomies occupied Barry county. During the sum-
mer ihe Oltawas went north, the Potawatomies back to the 8t. Joseph
valley., QOccasionally some of them wentl (o Delroit to spend the warm
months near the French settlement. These tribes were at war with (he
eastern tribe of Troquois, who were under the influence of the English,
the rivals of the French for the supremncy of North Ameriea. The
Indians of Western Michigan assisted the French in defeating General
Braddock at Fort Duguesne in Pennsylvania, and in ralding the Eng-
lish settlemenix n= far ns= the Appalachions, SBome of them fought
under Montealm, and later they swarmed to aid Pontine in his con.
spiracy. So soon as the French sustained several defeats, they lost the
vonfidence of the red men, who afterward passed onder the dominion
of the British. Several hundred Michigan Indians fought in Burgoyne's
army, and also participated in raid= upon the settlements in Kentucky
and in Vireginia, Many of them were slain in  the battle of Fallen
Timbers, and the survivoers tfled before the victorions Americans under
“Mad Anthony” Wayvue, Iun 1780, Indians and traders, commanded by
British officers, marched to the Mississippi, and captured from the Span
ish the important city of =t. Lounis. A year later these same raiders
were astonished when the =panish. led by Don Francesco Crusal, sud:
denly appeared in Michigan and destroyed in the hearl of the Iola-
watomie country FPort 2t Joseph, which had been in existence since the

floseph, son of Husion Cigler amy Rachel Scatt Sne Hist. Rarry Co. p. 188
*Charles Williams, a pioneer of Hastings.
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advent of the first Frenchmen,  Leaving their colors flving the Span
inrds, satisgficd with theie eetalintion, wenl =onthward. Tu 1739 all of
the tribes of Indians met General 2t Clair. governor of the Northiwest
tervitory, and siguned a trealy of peace, but they hated the Americans
with a feeling which never aluted,

Into the wigwams in the solitndes of Michigan penetrated news of the
westward spread of the English colonial settlements.  Greadoally the
country of the red nations was being submerged by the advanecing tide
of Anglo-Baxons. Afar. and still secore in their apecienl bhaunte, the
Michigan Indianx had for several generations witeled the subjection
of their race. The defent and fate of King Philip. the shattering of
the Troquois confederation, the humiliation of the stronz tribe= of the
south with all of whom they had been aft war for ceninries, bred among
the savages still in possession of their lands, a spivit of impending doom
that broke out in fervent oratory at their councils. The French had
come among them ns missionaries und fur traders. DBetween the Gallic
and Indinn temperainents there was a peculine bond of sympathy which
was strengthened when French adveniurers morvied squaws and were
frequently ndopted into tribes.  They acted as medimms of commereial
infercourse between the great mereantile establishiments of Paris and
the suppliers of furs, which were everywhere in demand in the conrts
of Envope. Hall breed chilidren were rearved in cnstoms and traditions
of the wigwams. Through the infusion of i(helr blood whatever
untipathy the savages felt for the English was strengthened by the
enmity which centuries of misunderstanding and stvife had bred between
the 1wo greatesi Latin and Anglo-Baxon nations,

It wag not from the Canadian provinces that the red men feared the
sonree of future extermination, On the Plains of Abraham. it Quebec,
the Indians had fled with the French when the British and Colonial
forves from the Atlantic const forever ended French dominion in
America. Here and in other conflicts they felt the foree of a new native
power. which was later expressed in the independence of the colonies.

New conntries are ficst inhabited successively by traders, missionaries
and soldiers. and often they are havens of refuge for groups of people
advocating freak socinl or eligious beliefs which are vidicaled and not
tolerated in their native countriea,. Rather than give up their ideals
they o abroad where they may hive or worship as they please. The
French eolonists were traders enslaved in the (raditions and religion
of theiv mother country., Broadly viewed, the English who selitled oun
the Atlantic seaboard, came in order to secure independence of thought.
With an impetus which goined strength as the seltlemenis grew, this
new dynamic social force developed unity of interesis and ideals and
a spirit of selfreliance, which combined with aggressive unrest of the

5
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Teutonie rove, led to alienation and final frecdon oo the mother
conniey.,

The reviving eflect upon the =avages when several important Dritish
posts were destroved s o result of Montine’s conspiracy. wias merely
tean=itory,  The supremcey of Great BDeitain soeon became permanently
catablished,  The savages wateched the ominons westwarl advance from
the sepconst =elilemeni=. They bhad witnessed (he conquest of the French
Liv the nglish, but now they saw with consternation the forces of the
st powerful monarchy on earth overcome by those sturdy men from
the sairlements whivch had been pushiog them steadily westward, They
hated the new government, not beeaouze it was Amevican, but becaose
it represenied an inereassgingly centrealized syvstem of government that
wis ultimadely o rob them of their subsigience and the lands which
the Ghreeat Bpivit, the Master of Life, had given them so long ag the grass
ooy undd the gsan shone,

Throwghout the new republie, as far west ag the AMississippi, the
iribes were reaidy foe hostile protest. Alone they could net saccessfully
t'u]l-a willi the strong arm of the young nation. They nesded an organ-
izer like Montine,

In 18510 and 18511, the Shawnpee chiel, Tecuwmseh, began a movement
to unite all of the tribes in a confederation with the object of stopping
the American advance. When the celebrated chief heard that the United
=tntes and Great Britain were likely to engage in war he hastened tlo
offer his services to the Grent Father in London. This was accepied,
amd with arms and supplies furnisbed by the British, who also offered
liberal bounties for Amervican scalps, they took part in the batiles of
Brownstown, Fort Dearborn, the River Raisin and on the Maumee. At
Tippecanos Genernl Hareigon so goeverely  choagtized the Indinops that
they fled bonek into the Michignan fostnesses, At ithe Battile of the
Thames, in which many of the Barry counly Indians participated,
Tecumseh wns slain, and the power of the savages was forever broken.
They signed o treaty with General IHarrvison a vear before the war with
England was ended, and the dispersed, dispivited remnants returned
to renew their life in this part of the siate. They remained sullen, bul
peaceful, sapplving the French and BEoglish fur teaders until Black
Hawk. in 1532, sent runners  inviting them to join in his rebellion
against the Amervicans. They painted themselves, held several pow
wows and dances. but finally decided thal the Wisconsin chieftain must
fizhit his battles without them.

Between the close of the war with Great Britain in 1815
heginning of settlement of Barey county in 1830, numerous fur trading
po=ta were establighed in this part of the state. Bome were built and
conducted by individual traders and others by the agenls of the Ameri-

and the
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can FPue Cog of which Johin dacob Astor was the head, Lounis Campan®
a noted French trvader of Detroit, established o post ar Green Lake o
few aniles west of Seales” Peaieie o Boarey oconnty, Rix Robinsonp, '
an ciaploye of the American For Company, took ehorge o 1520, of o
post ot Ao ar the contloenee of the Geand ool Thoroapple 1tivers,
These streas were then koown by dheiv omasical Tidian names, The
Cirsnnl wax the Owaslhitenong, o “for distant viver, The “Thovoa e le
wis the Sownmeguesake, or “forkel viver.”  This peost lyad for a oumber
of vears been condacted by Monsieur LaFreambai=e and alier his death
by Madmme LaFramboise, who was sunceseded by Rix Robinson, In 1828,
i French teader named Moveaw,'” an employe of Hobinson, moved up
the Thorvapple and erected a trading post In Barey county, o mile east
ol Ieving station,

Thongh the Indians of this state were no longer under theiv dowinion,
the British continued o send theimn annoal gifis for services rendered in
the War of 1812, Dvery June until 12204 the Indians received these an-
unities ar Malden, The Indians were o great source of rovenne for fur
bupers, who disposed of cheap goods at extravagantly high prices. Mack.
inaw wax the principal peint of distribution, Merchandize wias conveved
there in sniling vessels, and distributed to traders who corried them in
Lirge Mackinow boats, bark canoes and Prench bateaux down the consts
of the lakes and thence up the rivers where the Indinns were encamped
with furs packed ready for barter. Some merchantg sent their goods
into the interior packed on horses.  Marten, beaver. mink. muskrat, otter,
ritcoon and fisher skios were bought in this lecality. Tt i= generally
vonceded that beaver disappeared from this vicinity at about 15307 but
they were not exterminated antil Lter

After the War of 1812, the Indiansg lived here in #=mall luinds,  Their
power was (horeoughly broken. A pumber of the old chiefs still held a
mominal sway over bands often composed of members of the Ottawas,
Potawatomie and Chippewn tribes. In several instances petly chiefs of
otlhier tribes commanded them, There was no talk of war beeanse the red
man had a difficalt enough time to make his living without engaging
in hopeless enterprises, He was a cateher of fur and he had to labor
havder in later years becanse he needed fonds with which to purchnze

=s

*Louis Campau, gee anfe p. 63. [t I8 said he papered the cupala with wild
cat money returned to him as worthless. See XXX, p. 204, this series,

"See Vol IX, pp. 241-3: saketch, X1, pp. 186.200, this serles.

"This naume |8 spelled La Flambeise In a sketch given in Vol XXXII, pp. 1786,
177, this series. Mrs. Lalrombolse was the Arst white womnn settler on Grand
River.

Plames Moreau estahlished a trading post on Scales Prairvie in 1835, IMis house
was often used as a hotel by travelors. I'n 1837 he sold hiz place to Robert Scales
and moved to Kalamnzoo where he died,

“In 1780 rveports gave the value to Great Britmin annunlly of the [fur trade in
the Upper Country alone as £ 200,000 or about $1.000.000.
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from white men connnodities which he had learned to find indispensi.
ble. Thus contact with the white men increased the Indians' wants
and consequently his cost of living,

The pnames of the firsi men who  penetrated the wilderness  of
this part of the state ave forever lost.  French traders and advenlorers
undoubiedly Meequented the streams and peoetraled the heavily fimbered
lnnds long before the first settlers arrived in the enrly thiviies, Al that
time Lhere were several seitlements of Indians in the norihwestern pavt
of  Barey county,  There was a setilement grouped about AMorveau's
trading post ar Bull’s Praivie, a band at Gun lake, and a larger com-
mupeity in o sivetch of oak openings south of the Little Thornapple.
ar about fonr miles north and one mile east of the village of Middle-
ville, There was also a collection of wigwams on Scales’ Prairie. Mor
ean abandoned his post ot Bull's Praivie and removed to Scales” Prairie,
where a1 Frenchman named Charboneaun owned o blockhouse in strue-
ture similar to those in existence fo-day in the isolated parts of Quebec
province,  When Mr. Cisler arvived at Bull's Prairvie in October, 1836,
Morean's post there was =till standing. It was a small log building
locared near the spol where the railroad today crosses the river. Tn
dimensions the building was about sixieen feet loug and twelve feet
wide, M. Cisler is the only man alive who knows where it stood.
The nilding was in rnins when he first saw it. He found buried casks
which had vontained whiskey, AMoreau traded “skit-awa-boo,” or fire-
water, 1o the Tndiang who were always ready to exchange for it fors
at very low prices. VWhen Morveau thought his customers had enough
whizkey he buried his casks so that he might verify his assertions that
Lie had no more,

When the Innd npon which Moveau's posi giood passed into the posses
giom of A. . Bull,* the trader removed to Charboneau’s blockhouse
on Seales” Peaivie. Who the Frenchmen were that built this house no
one knows, for it stood there long before Moreau oceupied il. 10 was
one of the most prefentions strueiures of its kind in western Mich-
iran. and for vears it was o great social center. It was buill ol logs,
Jewed square. and dovetailed, The lnmber was sawed by hand ar the
Gireen lake post.  This house was designed to rvesist any atiack that
might be made upon it. Bot Mre Cisler savs that never during his long
life did he ever hear of a hostile shot being exchanged between the white
~walbert E. Bull, born in Shefield, Berkshire Co.. Mass., March 4. H;‘}S'L.,,.xiit_-i-.-ll

Tather, Willlam, was an English Quaker, Albert graduated at college, 8

law. became a civil engineer. coming to Michigan in 1832, and became & prunlin'ﬁ:‘:
pioneer of Schooleraft. He came fo Barry County carly and was an Exteﬂ".'dm
farmer till his death, March, 1865, at Great Barrington, Mass, He married Lye
A. Shaw of Volinia, Cass County. in 1846. In 1866 she married Albert &. o 7
nephew ol her first hnsband, Her last husband died October, 1878. Hisl.

Co., p, 450,
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andd red omen of Bacvey conuniy,  He aeconnts for this, by the Gact that
all of the fand was purchased by treaty ool padd for by the federal
government,  The inlerior was ooy, The lower story was dividel
inlo two roots= used a= o dining room ool a0 bae rosm, There was= o brick
chimmey in the center, with fireplwes opening inte oneh rooi, The
st climbers . were upstaivs,  Divicks  for the chimney and fireplaces
were conveyed o ogreeal distanee, Here Morean temided sootions" for fies
which the Tadizins ||W‘bll§1|il. Moiseiing wa= po thilvk st ||:|t*L‘-i'uu:|rl|-xju|:||*|t
Freochman, who orviginally came from Deivoit,. With him was Robert
Heales, of Kendveky, after whom the pe
prosi= were the medinms of intervonrse between the white men and the
Indians.

Occasiomilly a traveler found his way into the new counnrrey : and Maor
cau. like many madern hotel men whe have so competitors, made the
most of his monopoly whenever he extended the hospitality of his e=
tablishment to anyone desiving shelter and food. The patrons found
the aecommodations poor and the rates exorbitant. When a teaveler
objected to paying five dollars for supper the privilege of sleeping on the
floor, amd breakfast, Morean politely informed him in broken FEuglish
that =It eex po sign of a zhentleman to dispuie o bill”

The solid old block-house ocenpied by Morean and his unknown prede-
vessorg, stood until recent venrs, In it sixteen men cast votes atl the
first fown-meeting held in Thornapple township, After Moreau aban-
doned it, the venerable structure many times changed ownership: and
ir is estimated that one hundred families had been domiciled under its
rool.  The heavy timbers began to decay. the rvidge saugged. the expense
of more repairing was too great, and a nomber of thoughtless per
sons rathlessly burned this historic nilding ag the easie<t way to obtain
possession of the few square vards of land it acenpied.

The vivers were the great highways of the ved men.  They migrated
where food was the most plentiful. They oceupieid wigwanis made of
poles covered with bark, cloth or skins. With the exception of a few
whoe remained in one place longer than others, they were always moyv
ing. During the season of hucklebervies amd cranberrie=s they changed
residence (o gather crops.  They always had plenty of ponies, dogs and
vitnoes,  The fhrst thaws of spring found them in the forests making
maple sugar. Loading their families into canoes. they passed up the
viver to Muskiso-wan-que-sake or Thornapple lake., where they fished.
During the summer they raised corn on the praivies, and traces of their
garden beds were visible nntil recent yvears. The autumn feuod them in
localities where game was plentiful. and when weather became colder
they trnpped with dead falle, It was a precarvions life. of course, but
the red men were happy and lived comfortably nutil the white men
bronght whiskey among them,

irie was nauned. These teading
=




(LT MICHIGAN PIONEER AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

Into this part of the State Black Tawk sent runners to invite the o
dinne to rise azainst the seitlers. When Me Cisler arrvived at Boll's
Praivie the few setrlers wers just recovering from the fright the Tudians
Il given them during the Rlack Hawk war.  Some of them had e
come so scared that they retnrmed fo “York™ sioie, while otliers. fon
poor to get ont of the conniey, were compelled to romain heee in tervor,
This Teeling was intensifiod when Robect Scales and  szeveral  ofliers,
whilee retoening from Chicoge with a drove of eattle, met o vty of
Indinns coverad with war point and making hostile demonsteations,
They disl not declave war, however.,  Mmong the wellknown  Indians
was Ndonim Jud=on whom General Lewis Cass lad edneated in
an eastern nuiversity.  After completing Liz stodies he vetuened o the
Thormapple Indinn=<. resumied il blauket @and moceasins and  resided
with hiz compareiots until he finally froze to death in Wayland town-
ship, Allegan Commty.  Me Cisler knew him well, One day Mre Cisler
wits i=tonished to see poss a voung Indian decorated with red and black
paint.  Judson laughed and said He i= Tor war” War never heoke
ont in this vicinity beeanse the older Indians with wisdom bonght by
denr experience connciled the hot-headed youths, and veminded them of
the tervible vouwt they hoad received when Teconmseh was Killed., A
Monrvoe, where Mre, Cigler hind resided before he came to Barey Couniy,
he was aequainied with =aitlers amd others whe had pavticipaied in the
War of 15812, He often mentioned Tecumseh's name to the Indinns
and they always heard it with great respeet.

The Iudian=, or rather the squaws. engaged crudely in garvdening.
They were excellent jodges of land., and ecultivated thie praivies o the
Black woil of the viver ftat<, Ball's Pradvie compreised about (hivty aeres
of elear valling Lund stodded here and (here with bartoak and wild plom
trees.  Heve the ITondinns eultivated abont seven acres, planting their
cotn wot b rows, bnt hap-hozacdly, When  Me,  Clsler aerived e
stulks were =till in the fields. This corn was solter and whiter than
that bronght by the white men: and in order to preserve it the Dndians
stmoked it awl then buried it in the earth. This was probably the
original  maize  commonly  raised by the Indians in  this conniry.
To  preparve it for  food. the squaws pounded the kernels in
a mortar made Ly burning o bowl in the end of a log. They often made
soup of it, or cooked it in sheet iron kettles with venison or other met.
They preserved meat by smoking it,  Often when not properly vured,
it bevatne decomposed, bur this made no diference fo the ved men. :ﬂ'h"
ate Mr, Cisler says. whatever o dog or wolf would devour. They liked
to vary their bill of fare whenever they had an opportunity, and almost

“Named from a missionary of that name whose descend
County.

anta lived In Allegan
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anyiliing secmesd to appeal to theie palates. When a liorse belonging to
a seftler who erosseod all's Praivie died the Tndinns inedialely took
Illlﬁﬂqrﬁsillﬂ of i, el i g omned st i long basl il tment. amd Erial fens=i

followed,  Thix they ate when they might easily bave Killed o deer. or

other sae, )

That white men Jeod bovie o this vieigiioy many years provions fo thie
arvival of the first seitlers Bs proved by the Get (hat apple trees' had
When the Fronchman Charbonean, whae

been el ol on Seales® Peaivie,
trewes, he took tlhem ap

ownedd the blockhonse found these few  apple
and careied them all the way to Greand Rapids wheve e planted them.

Into the wildernes=s had peneteated  the Canadian vovagenes  and
votureinrs du bols, who brought from the station at Mackinae goods whibeh
theyv bartered for furs,  Prepoved with an ooifit aml provisions to o=t
them netny months, they coasted down Loke Michigan mntil they sighted
among the =and dunes of the desolate shove clefts which marked the
debonchure of the viver up which they were to work their ways fo In-
dian encampments, There was something in the bnoyant spivits of
these Frenchmen, which enabled them to Proternize veadily with the
Indians. They found life in the wigwams congeninl. and the wilder
ness havbored no perils which daunted them,  The strongest always go
to prepare the way for the weak: they are the first (o blaze the trails
and to conguer resistanee for those conservative ones who awall safery
for themselves and iheir properiy hefore Jeaving the security of ihe
old settlements.

Whe were these Frenchimen?  Why had they penetiated hundreds of
miles west of the louely =St. Lawrence seitlements to bury ihemselves
in o forbidding wilderness that (hey wight enzage in o teallic in which
profit wis stinll eompaved with the risks involved? What nmazing ol
nity wias there between thege Gallic men. many of them tradned in the
vottri= of Kurope, and the red savages who needed only slight prosvocis
tiom ta =lay themn?  Why had they left the sanny plains of Languaeidoe
to witteder in an unkoowsn land, braving the additional hacdships of e
severest winder=?  olike the Spanined=s they weire ol seeking Forr golid
nnlike ile solemn-focol Parvicims, who =fell apon their knees and then
upon the aboriginve” they lad o come 1o exploit o veligions props.
samilin, They were loval 1o the foith of Rome. ot the =ocinl conditions
of Franve were such that strong men of independent minds poselevred
the freedom of the wildertess to sulnnis=<ion to the tvranuy of 0 monsoesh
who was adding poisan to the national decadence that ultimately Tomnd
erugtion in the Revelution. Among them, of course, were eriminal= and
sconndrels of varions Kinds—fogitives from justice like those who used

H“Xear Hnﬂ;-u.l_lu'l-. the American Fur Co, had a post called Peach Orchard, from
tresa of that name planted by the Indlana, Hisi. of Barry County, p. 29,
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to find refuge in our own wilil west. Bome returned across the Atlantie,
but most of them, like the *Lotus Eaters.” were ensnared by the lare
ol a happy-go-lucky life; they remained with the Indians, marvied {heir
wannen, riised foanilies of dusky children, and possed with fhem into
oblivien, T we knew the facts about the planting of those apple trees on
Beales’ 'raivie, the remotest history of white men in Barry county
would be bared,

From ilts confluenee with the Grand to its headwaters in what is now
Eaton counly, the Thornapple lowed thronzh the vast silent wilderness,
breaking into silvery rapids at shallow places, or stopping in decep pools
in which the tived walers =eemed to collecl for meditation. With banks
hidden by dense overhanging branches, ihe island sat upon the waler
like great masses of folinge ready {o detach themselves and float away.
The banks, high on one side and low on the other, were lined with im-
mense trers that darkenced the walers with their shade. Tar over the
current leaned the silvery trunks of sycamores, equalled in height only
by elms that overtopped the surrounding forvest. Beneath the taller
trees, cedars darkened the gloom of the woods. Seattered along the
banks were pines, which seemed to realize that fhey were not natives
and were in strange company, for they grew in groups with branches
fraternally interloced. Deer wandered into the water in droves to
drink, the stags being ready to “whistle” an alarm at the firsi scent of
danger. ESprings pourced their pure waterz in babbling runs into the
river. Here and there the sound of falling waters betrayed (he presence
of beaver dams across tributary streams, On the steep banks were
“glides” worn smoolh by the otter.

The gounds of Nature's children alone awakened echoes in the eternal
silenca of these fastnesses. With a roar like thunder, vast flights of
pigeons shut out the sun as they passed over in their migrations. With
nlmost human cries, bears e¢alled to each other: wild (urkeys gobbled on
the oak ridges, while occasional swarms of wild bees went buzzing in
black clouds through the free tops. In those days the robin and quail
—birds which followed in the wake of the settler—had not yet arrvived.
The pigeons and turkevs have passed away, and the cock-of-the-woods, @
gigantic woodpecker once very plentiful here, now makes lils home in the
north woods. Sturgeon. often weighing seventy pounds=, and lll“-‘*""ﬂf'
longe and bass so large as those dreamed of by the most fmaginative
piscatorial fakirs of today, were captured with astonishing ease.

The forests were like great parks, for the Indians each year bunrned
away the underbrush =o that game might be discerned af considerable
distance. Up this stream the Indians pushed, making portages whenever
they encountered shallow rapids, until they reached M“"ki""““'f"'"i.'m'
sake, orr Thornapple lnke. The red men had no means of communication
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except by signal fires, amld thin calumns of blue 2moke threading up-
warl were often seen on the shores of this Iake, which was a favorite
haunt of the Ottawas, Chippewas and Potawatomies.

Into the vast eml of this lovely sheet of water flows the Thornapple
and the Nogwahibek, or Mo ereeok, as= it i= now esllid, These streimes
gave casy gecess taogrent hunting gronnds east anad noetheast of the
lake,  To addition, the Thornapple was part of the water route aervoss the
peninsuln. The Nagwalitick has its headwaters in a chain of lakes thot
lie alonz the boundary of Barvey and Enton conunties. Tt is 0 glow, slug.
gish stream. still overaovched in many places with ash, el syvemmore,
walnni and bntternnt trees which were part of the preimitive forest, AL
it month sqnaws gaihered rashes from which thoy made oaiting, I'p
and down (= dead waters glided the canoecs of Chicf Solbiby!'' and his
band, who freguented the lake disteict; and years afrerwards= the light
craft of Souidazo and Askosaw nnd other vod mmen who were ihe lasi to
leave the anvient huniing gronnds,

Heales’ 'radrvie was o beautiful streteh of countey about =ity acres
in extent, surrounded like the banks of a lake with o high forest amd
dotted with oveasional islands of burr eak trees which rose above grass
six feet mall thot nndulated n Jong billows belore 1the breeze.  Iuto this
stretch of open land deer and bepr ofien wandered, apd thonsands of
flowers atteacted swarms of wilidl bees, 5t Bull's Praivie (heve were o
few praivie hens which had 2o litile fear of man that they often roosted
upon the roofs of ilie first eabing.  There were none ar Scales” Meairvie.
At Bull's Praivie the few Indians lived in wigwams made of poles cover
ed with eloith amd pecled bark, They Lol feeqguenied Sceales” Tenivie
Ffor many yvears, amd some af their inbiintions took the more permnnent
form of log ht<, thonzh many of thiem lived in wigwanis ade of cotton
ar othor eloth.

These seflloment=s wope ]lir[lll‘l':ﬁ!lhr-. T LT
brighily colored broadeloil shkivis, ond were often
The men wore white blanket=, amd breech olonis,
In smumer they were

Some ol the sqiaws wore
loaded down wiilh

numicrots rinkeis,
to which they often alided leggings of deer shin,
anything, Al wore leather moceazsins Jdecorated with

clad in havdls
In their hielis

beads, and clugters of wild tnrkey feathers in their hair,
they earrvicd tomahnwks while bhutcher knives veplaced the former sealjs-
ing Knives. They were armed with fint lock muskels,

The assertion in history that the Dreitish with Malden a= a distribmiing
point continued to make annual gifts in June to (he Indians after the
rloge of ihe War of 1812, is veritied by M Cligler's statement that all of
the guns. tomahawks, knives, and a specially made hoe. known az ihe
“squaw hee” all bore the mark of the British cvown, The red men

“"Perhaops a corruaption of the word Alaocksawbes, a Chippewa war chisf well
known te the whiies of ihis reglon.
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and women wore thin =ilver beooches aod other ormameni=. Some of the
men varied the shion by wearing eooches in their noses. They also
decorated their Gives and bodies with ved, green and black pigmenis,

The Tndians liked animal= and their villages and encampments swarm-
e with mongrel dogs. 1ame wolves and foxes. They also kept ponies®
A0 onight the wolves in the forests established commmnicalion with their
relatives in the eamps, and the voices from the timber sounded like
distant Jocomotive whistles,  Tnstead of tethering their ponies, the In-
dinns placed hobbles of deer hide upon the fore feet. and the horses
moved aboni by hopping, These ponies foraged for a living, often paw-
ing to o depth of (wo feet in the snow to reach dead ograss and leaves,
or standing vpon (heiv hind legs to browse on branches eirht feet above
sronnd.

As it is well known the squaws did all of the hard work. while the
men hunted and fished, They also tanned the deer skins which could be
purcha=zed at very low prices. They carried their habies strapped to
boavds upon their backs, The vices of the white man had alrendy been
intraduced among them. The men deank whisker whenever they could
get it. They alse loafed o great deal about the camp playing old
sledge.” a game similar to “seven up.” They were enthusziastic hunters,
however, and provided all the necessary game. The fawns arrived in
May and June, and the Indians hunted the deer before sunrvise and
before sunset.  With rude dead-falls they captured all kinds of fur-bear
ing animals,  Mr. Cisler saw a beaver eanght in Dunean Lake. and
deseribes it a= a beantifnl animal with fur like sillk. During the winter
the Indinns hunted  aml visited theiv fraps on soowshoes,  theiv feet
being covered with blanket eloth which was alwavs wet,

T the spring for teaders avvived,  Among (hem was Lonis o,
a picturesque figure whose costnme ineluded o blanket and moceasins,
While “Yankee Bill"™** Lewis, the famens landiosd of the tavern af
Yaukee Springs, was attending a session ol the siate legislature in 1ie
troit—ror he had been elected representative from Darey connty—2Mre
Caunpan’s nephew, Kdwand, conrted and finally marvried Lewis" danghier.
I"'hoebe, much (o the indignation of “Yankee Bill” when he retnrned
and found a son-in-law had been added to the family.

A glimpse of the character of the red wmen is shown by two incidents
velated by Mr. Cisler. Cattle amd sheep were very scarce and valuable
and were driven from Ohio to (he settlements. The Cislers owned two

¥ilrz. H. Amelia Webl of Willlamston, Mich., In a paper speals of the “'i:flld"t:i‘
ful cndurance and strenzth of these Indian ponies, She saye Miles Cars i“'
her he carrled on one pony one box of seven by nine giass, one pail, one [;T:
kettle, ten pounds coffee, one pound of tea, ane axe, ten pounds of nalis, Taat
window sash, six splint bettom chairs, one tin reflector oven and sat in the m

of Lthe lodad.

w2ep Mich, Pion, and Hist. Colls., Vol. XXX, pp. 259-302.
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sheeps Ooe day an Todian®s dog sworeded the sheep ol Mes Cisler's
brother slot it A meond b latee thee Clsler brothers =aw o light ap the
river and went o investigale. They Foonmd encampesd] an Todinn and
Tiis =W, MWlawern i lies Twnad i saime Mos, Cisler™s biroot leerr L sedzes] a0 tom-
hsewls anal w0 lim shomting ittt ppestacliie " I|14-|11|i1|g Y o
Lilleal v dog™  Thee sgquaw mmshed vapon bes hnshaood and geaspead the
tomahawk just in time to stop the attock. A B Ball, o Massaclhinsetts
man. who settled ot the praivie samed afieces i, Kept a somber of
hor=es which were running in ihe woods,  They wers Tregnently worrvied
by o pony belonging to the Ddians, One day. Me, Ball shot this horse,
it thie Inddiang alterwards found it dead. They learned whe laad killed
it amd threatened to waylay and kill Mre. Dull while he was traveling
throngh the woods, In order o purchase immunity, My, Dull poid 1o
Leonarmd Slater®™ the missionnry of Pradrvieville, $25 aud this sum was
wiven to the owner of the hovse. Though they were mturally vindicetive.
the Indinp= never forgot favors, T they were kept all night in o setiler’s
home, or permitted to sharpen their knives, fIsh spears and hatehets
npon Mpe, Cizler’s grind=tone, a choice piece of venizon expressed their
cratitude,

My, Cisler says that the Tadians were exeellent doctars, They knew
the medicional valoes of all Kinds of herb=<.  One day when his litele
si=ter wias =eriously burned an Indian appeaeed. obiained some bass
wood Teaves, willted them in hot water and bonnd them on the wonnds
stating that in “three sleeps™ the givl wonld be better. And this proved
true.  To after yesrs o soguaw docior corved My, Cisler of o disease which
white doctors with the best medical edocation were unable to congier,

Thongh there wis noe village on the site of Middleville, the red men
held wmyvsteriouns powwows and econneils theee, To oartend these gather:
ings they eame in scorves from all over (he connteyve T o order o sum
mion them the Tmilians whe had the cereimony in charze sivetelad o deer
skin over a loze which had been hollowed by fee. Then they adde a fdote
of a2 species of reod which grow along the viver., For g week or iwo the
Bl sl oot oment= boogodng aof this dJdeooe was Tesed cheroneh the
fovest, amd word speead that a creal coonell was hedng ealled, The
nodse of thi= orchestean, 0 0 may be so o ealled, was continnoeus, =oon
the rodd mien began fellowing the teails which led 1o the commeil poliee,
nntil the necessary number for delibertion were gathersl, M Cisler
remembers watching with awe o noble-looking ol ehiel deliver o speech
which lasted half a day. He spoke ns fast as he conbd in the Indian
lnnzuage but his interesied white listener was nnable 1o under=tand a
word., While the pmed man was talking the deom was beaten. the Aate

Zpp ;lfi'l"l. Pion, amd Hist, Colls., Yol, XXXV, ppe 142-1545.
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played, and young men and squaws danced before him in circles chanting
monotonously and rhythmically

YAna—he—ana —hi—ann— ho—ho—heo.

What the oceasion of this meeting was Mr. Cisler never knew,

Ada. which bad been laid out as a French town, and which had long
been a rendezvous of the Mr traders, was also a great gathering place for
the Indians, for it was situated at the confluence of two rivers that
gave access (o ope of the most prolific forprodoecing countries in the
middle west, Tn canoes they came ap the rviver from “Pockatink.” or
Grand Rapids, =Some of them pushed on up the Owashtenong to the in.
terior of the siafte. Others came up the Sowanqguesake to “Skin-Wig:
wam,” as they ealled Maorean's post on Bcales’ Prairvie. Others wenil over
land to “Shampatang.” or Gull Peaivie, not far from the fivset important
waler highway of the =outh, the “Kekolamazoo™ viver, “the bright buob.
bling or sparkling water.” beyvoml which led the trail to the St Joseph
vallev, the hauwuts of the Minmi= and Potawatomies. These were the
ancient highways of the red men,

Throungh the gloone of the great forest led trails deeply worn by mocea.
sined feet,  Along these sinvous paths the red men found their wiyvs
throvugh the wilderness which coversd the Michigan peninsula.  There
wias a thin net-work of trails in Barey connty. Over one of them. called
the “Canads teail” the feathercrested wavriors filled when they visited
Fort Ponicharirain, or crossed ihe Deivoit viver to visit ivibesmen in
Canadi, o o eecelve the anomal fribute from the British of Malden.
Avother, traversing the western part of ithe couniy from norih to south,
connecied the village of Matclh-ehen ashe-wish on the site of Kalamazoo
with the villnge at the Rapids of the Graod, now Grand Rapids. Those
who followed this teall forded the Thornapple near Middleville.  Shoet
teadls connected the principal ones. One of them crossed the Yankee
Springs sod hills to Penssec, or Gun Lake, from which the conoes wenl
down the Gun river. towing throngh o country still noted for s
gomd hinnting, o the Kekalomazon river. From the south bank of this
beantiful steean starred a teadl which passed over the watershed to the
=t. -'.'--Ft"ph Fiver, thenee aver (he next wiatershoed to the Kankakee, Many
e ]|ig‘||'ﬂ.'u1\':-; are nid wholly o in part along thiese ancient pnrll-
wiys,  Nearly obliterated by shrubbery, the lingering traces of some
of them may be discerned in the primitive forest still standing.

In connection with the water-ways, these trails formed a complete
svatem of commmunicntion, The Tandians covered so much of their jour
neys ax they could by water, Deawing their canoes upon land. they
secreted them in hollow logs, or hid them so skillfully with sheabbery
that discovery was diffienlt. Following one another with a steady swing:
ing stride. o “lope.” they quickly crossed the intervening land to the
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river or like which was the next walerlink in iheiv Jonrnes.  If the
dlistanee was nol foo great, they neule a poriage amd corvied their canoes
sl gowids with them.  Thus frone thmes inooemvseial their warriors
il hunters (raveled castword gnd somhward oo the conutries of the
Frognois or of the Shawnees, o they Gollowesd ol thee Fowar of Take
Hi!'llij{llll thes Bank Mrail whivh ook thom T F74 the trilses of [linois
amd Wikeonsin and beyomd to the Mississippi. 13y these some routes the
Michigoan peninsula wos necessible to mavasling bands feom saeround.
ing 1erriiory.,

These migralions were mmde in pivogues or dagaont capoes, or large
biveh ook boni=. The dugonis were made with grear lubor from white
wonl logs, They were very narvow. and one inexperienced in handling
thew was =ure (o be capsized.  As there were few canos, orF silver birch-
ex in this vicinity materials for bark canoes were obtained in the north,
These conoes woere built of strips of bork sewed together aond made wiater
right with pitch. On wide and deep rvivers, like the Grand, the Indians
hoisted s4ils of bark or cloth. The squaw always sat in the stern
dutitnlly puddling, while her busbapd stood in the bow with a two-
tined gpear waiting for fish, The migrating Indians frequently came to
=oales' 'rajvie, ot they did not like the tavern, and coulil not be per
suaded to sleep in it. On one oceasion n squaw slumbered in the front
yard in a snow storm rather than go into the honse,

Burvial customs of the Indians varvied. Those who (requented this part
of the state buried their dead in the ground. For o long time a conspic-
nons wark on Bull’s Praivie was o post painted red which showed the
last restiong pliace of a chicl., When M Cisler arveived he beard Robert
Seales relade a =tory about a murder among the Indinps long before
the white men acrivéd. According to the Indian enstom, the rvelatives
of a murdered man had o vight (o put to death the wnederer,.  While
looking for a stray cow yvears afterwards, Mre, Cisler found the grave of
the victims of thiz tragedy. Chopping into a0 mound covered so skillfully
with poles that it was water-tight, he unearihed the skeletons of two
men facing ench other in sitting postures. Detween them was o kettle,
bow amd arvew. Here were the remains of the murderer and his victim
fving each other until the elemenis should disintegrate their bones,

Acvording to provisions of treaties with the Indians they were to
albpndoan Western Michignn, The Pottowattomies were to roeceive fall
oy, Bome of the Ottawas or *Tawo=" as they were often known, were
nnwilling te leave hunting grounds= which their tvibe had 20 long possess-
el In order to expedite their deparinre the government sent troops
to gather them logether for removal, Mre Cisler was plwoys o good
friend of the Indians. One day when a dragoon in full wniferm, armed
with rifle, pistol and sword., vode np and asked him whether he had
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the sguaws of other (rilese The villoge was infested with curs of all
kKind=. Thoush the Tmdians never gob deank in camp. they frequently
B futoaiciated afier vishiing Tngraban's avern on the Grand Rapids
stage prosul The sgnaws eookid their vietnals in kettles o on sticks,
Coon amd wosdelinek were suspendoed over the fives, aod the sguaws sai
turnine them,  Thesge Twdinns were great fishermen and owned maoy
tdugeonts From which they theew gpears with returkable acenracy. Bland-
ing with their feel on the naveow guonwales they balanced themselves
on their Heht arrowy cralt amd many of them were able 1o throw
sper aeross the Fiver and teansfix the l]llirl:l-“!ll moving fi=h. They pre-
“epvedd the fish by deving them over a fve made of decayed wood,  The
women were exper! in tanning deer skin,  They smoked it, graived it
and worked it in o solution made of water and deer bradns,  Ju=t when
these Indians left 1his connty Me, Williams does not know,  DBut 10 was
=ome time belore the war of the rebellion.

Me. Willinms was privileged to see one of the first murder trials in
this county. While drunk an Indian slew another member of his party.
sl folly 500 Indians assembled ar the conmeil grove at Middleville to
decide his fate. They gathered o groups o deliberate. The murderver,
however, was able to furnish hiz multitode of jurors with a liberal sapply
of whiskey and tobacen, and they finally decided not to punizh him.

Me. Willinm= kuew the Tndinns inthoately enongh to hiave o very
ligh opinion of thelr integrity and honesiy.  For a playmate he had
Kelsey, Chippewa’s son, with wlean e ased 1o have irials of marksman-
ship with the bow aml arvow.  The burvial ground of these Chippewa
Indians i= located on the sowih bank of the Thornappde abaoat g mile
west of Teving station jn what the flist settlers called =Wild Goose
fend.” Devaunse wild geese  during  theiy migeations halted  in the
decp water=. With the bodies were bnvied head=. arns anil cooking
wtensil= which the el men belleved would be of vse in the [Tappy Hout
ing Grounds.  Somewhere among them rest the bones of the old warrior,
Chief Kenneber,  Chippewsa and his band moved nocthwaels, and noth
iz was alterwirds beard of them, thongh Me. Willions has often Jlonged
to =ee again his plavouie, Kelsey,

There were tEngedies among the Indians, for there was nothing in
their mapper of living e cesteained their primitive passion=.  While
Joshn Willimms of Hastings, was o youtl. he vegided not far from Gun
ke, o favorite haunt of the Tudians,  One doy Meo Willinoms heard
sotmuls of a fearful turmoil and went to the lake to discover the canse,
The savages were gathered abont the headlesg body of one their members,
He learned that the wan bad become involved in o guareel with a young
soaw. who dechired that he “woas no good,” seized a knife and cnt oft
his Iead.  Twmring the oxeitemont <le ranshed (o the tethered horses, cnt
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the rope which held one of the animalzs, and was off on the Canada
Tesvil before her companions knew what bhad happened.  Their pursait
wis toeo lote (1o catele e, and the body was barvied on (he shore of the
Inke.

The red men have left no perncinent monnmenis behind them as have
the notions who built soalid hinbitations. They have passed away like
the gome which wias once so plentifnl in this countey. A memory which
is gradually fading is their only memovial, In days fo come what Jit-
ile we know about them may be lost. Among future generations somoe
will be interested in the aboriginees and the early settlemenis of this
connty. A costly monument has been placed at Ada to commemorate Rix
Historie places in this, and in many
of the eastern gtates have been marked, Theve ave few localities in Mich-
igan which possess =o many historic spots as Barey coonty.  We ought
tio be prowl of this heritage. Why should we not provide modest but
npproprinte markers for the'(ruding posts, Yankes Springs tavern, the
Tudian villages, and the Slater Mission Indians?

LBobinson awd his tvoading peosi.

STORY OF EARLY DAY LIFE IN MICHIGAN

BY MARGARET LAFEVIER

Mr, MeQueen' came to my father in the rown of Murray, Orleans Co,
N X, and in glowing terms gave o description of Michigan, This was
in 153G, My father gol the western fever and sold his nice farm, for the
nean snid there was plenty of good land near his place that could be had
of the government, for the asking, e and his family bad been neigh-
bors of ours in “York State” and my meother gave her consent 1o come.
=0 after 1 hod been duly christened and could stund the sunlight o
litele, my mother amd Fther took their six children, and stoarvied for
Michigon., We had two covered wagons, well stoched with provisions,
bediing, clothing and cooking ntensils algo mother’s little linen spin-
ning wheel, which she =aid had once bhelonged to her mother, and which
=l would nol trast to come with the other gomlds later on. We had two
strong feams of horses, one cow and o nanny goat, the latter to supply
us with milk at all tiwes of day. Faither was advised to buy a large
quantity of dey goods, boots and shoes and provisions amd ship them
across the luke on n line boat. ns the freighters were called, He did so
and that was the last he ever saw of them. From Detroit to Dexter aud

ag.

‘In 1336 . -ﬁf:qnﬂn entered 160 ncres In gection 2 and 160 acres in section o

Eaton County.
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