MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

CENTRAL

ion

tat

{H]

Graduate Student Or



Welcome to CMU and to
New Graduate Student Orientation!

Jennifer Schisa, Ph.D., 117 Park Library
Interim Director of Graduate Studies
Kara Owens, 116 Park Library
Assistant Director, Research and Graduate Studies

989-774-3873
cgsforms@cmich.edu
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Where to find answers to questions?

« CMU Email: activated when you activate your Global ID

— Critical to check your CMU email account regularly — your program will
contact you this way, and so will our office

— All official communications are sent only to your CMU email account, e.g.
tuition statements, registration notifications, course announcements

 Graduate Bulletin: https://bulletins.cmich.edu/

— Important information on many policies, e.g. Financial Aid, University
Resources, Code of Student Rights, Degree requirements

— We expect students to be knowledgeable about the policies and
processes related to their education
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y  Where do | get help this week? &y

* Your program and department E] #
« Find your advisor this week — see QR code for list on website
* If you are in a professional program:

— Program Advisor helps with choosing classes in the right order,
staying on track

* If you are in a research-based program (with a thesis/dissertation):

— Research Advisor/Mentor/Committee Chair guides research
projects and choosing classes, staying on track
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When do classes begin?

To | &
SCHooL §
* You can add and drop classes until 11:59pm on |
Sept. 6, 2026. -
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» Register for classes using Course Search and
Registration tool in CentralLink.

» Classes begin Monday Aug. 31, 2026



Degree Progress Tool
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My Account Internal Content

* Plan classes with advisor; keep track of
which courses are completed and which _
are still needed to complete the degree —

Monkeypox: What you need to know information on this page. For other
internal content, continue to
August 11, 2022 @

CMU's fall health and wellness plans

Continue to CentralLink

Looking for something specific?

New CMU website

«  Work with advisor to change

information about CMU, please head
Academic Calendars & Deadline Dates - Mt Pleasant e ————
View acadernic calendars and deadllines for CMU's Mount Pleasant campus

View academic calendars and deadlines for CMU's online programs.

Academic Senate
Visit the Academic Senate website.

courses — most programs have some TR N —

Blackboard
Access . the learning used at CMU. Financial Aid Portal
. g . .
Bulletins My Class Schedule
Find out about requirements for individual programs by academic year.
Classroom Codes Course Search and Registration

View access codes for CMU's mediated classrooms.

Degree Progress

Course Offering Dashboard (Faculty and Staff Only)

Serch o courses b samestar andaaar
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Graduate Studies Website

https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/qraduate-studies

When you have a question, check our Website: lots of Information

First Website Interactive Question: giveaway #1
Go to website to find the answer; keep it open — we will return
to it a few more times today.
What are two of the types of On-Campus Employment
available to graduate students?
Pro Tip: click the arrow at the top to leave ‘in this section’ and
see more tabs with information.
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Questions?
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How does the Office of Graduate Studies
help CMU graduate students?

1. Award student grants
2. Host events, workshops, and the 3-Minute Thesis Competition

3. Answer graduate student questions about policies if the
website, Bulletin, or your program do not have answers

Website has Basic Information, Forms, Deadlines, Events
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1. Grants for Graduate Students

« Student Performance, Exhibition, Competition, or Presentation
(PECP) Grant

 Student Endeavors Grant: research
or creative activity project

RES
- Graduate Publication Grant »_ EARCH
 GA Conference Grant s:

el
« Graduate Summer Program for o k
Arts & Research (SPAR)

See Website for Guidelines, Eligibility, and Deadlines
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2. Graduate Student 26-27 Events

Aug. 28t *Grad. Teaching Assistant workshop (15t of 6 sessions — lunch!)

Sept. 4t Call for students to serve on the CMU Graduate Student Council

Sept. 22 Student social before Trivia Night at Hunter’s Ale House

Oct. 2nd Thesis/Dissertation Workshop

Oct. 20th *Graduate Student Career Lunch & Learn Workshop

January Presentation Skills workshop Check our website and your
February *3-Minute-Thesis Competition email for specific details
March Graduate student Social "NOTE: Some events require
April *Student Creative & Research Endeavors Exhibition registration
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Interactive Question

Website Interactive Question/ Giveaway #2: When
IS the Fall deadline for the Graduate Student
Endeavors Grant?

NOTE: For each grant, there is a pdf of Guidelines, the actual
Application that is electronically routed, and a Preview Form so
you can see what information you will need for the Application.
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3. Policies for Graduate Students: Courseload

What is the maximum # of credits grad students can take?

15 credits (some program exceptions); can request permission for >15 credits using
Academic Load Policy Exception form)

Does being a Graduate Assistant (GA) affect how many credits | take?
*  Minimum of 6 credits
« Maximum # credits covered by GA depends; see your letter of appointment
or ask your advisor (GAs often take 6 or 9 credits/semester)

International students— 9 cr minimum
Financial aid— To be full-time, need minimum of 9 credits each semester. Federal

loans are pro-rated if you are not full-time — more on next slide.

4;)CENTRAL

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY




More on Financial Aid changes as of July 1, 2026

Many changes in federal financial aid went into effect July 1, 2026.

— The amount of aid in your CMU portal has not yet been adjusted — if you have any
questions about aid, reach out to the CMU Office of Scholarships and Financial Aid.

— Phone: 989-774-3674 | Fax: 989-774-3634 | Email: financialaid@cmich.edu

— First disbursement is planned for Aug. 31, 2026 — review the financial aid portal to
re-check your aid amount, find link in Centrallink,.

* New limits to loans — see OSFA website for details and FAQ

O

of
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3. Policies for Graduate Students:
Credit from prior coursework

Can any prior courses or knowledge count? For all, check with your advisor.

a. A maximum of 50% of required credits from a prior degree might
count towards current program.

b. Courses taken at another university, where degree was not

completed, might be able to be transferred; maximum of 50% of
required program credits

c. Possible option to take an exam covering content of a course for
$50/cr — ‘Credit by exam’ - maximum of 12 credits towards degree
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3. Policies for Graduate Students: GPA

« What GPA do | need? CMU policy is that a cumulative
graduate GPA < 3.0 leads to Academic Probation (if you are
admitted with stipulations, you may have specific
requirements in your first semester or year)

« Can | re-take a class to get a better grade? Yes, CMU Course
Repeat policy allows 2 retakes after initial class
[Check your program handbook — may vary for

G accredited programs]
N/

N



3. Policies for Graduate Students
How long do | have to complete my degree?

« Masters and Specialists degrees and Graduate Certificates
— Within 7 years of matriculating (starting first class)

* Doctoral degrees
— Within 10 years of matriculating (starting first class)

* Exceptions: Rare, only for extenuating circumstances;

Extension of Time form on OGS website
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Questions?
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Academic Integrity

« Follow rules on course syllabus
« Avoid unapproved collaboration

« No uploading material to 3" party
websites, e.g. Chegg, Course hero

« Avoid using a non-approved device
Avoid plagiarism — more on next slide
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Academic Integrity:
use of Al and Plagiarism

CMU’s Academic Integrity policy does not allow you to submit text or other
products that were generated by Al tools as your own original work.

« Each instructor will give you specific guidelines if the use of Al tools and
platforms is appropriate in any way.

Avoid Plagiarism:
« Do not submit published work as your own — you need to explain it in your
own words.
« Use proper citations for direct quotations, ideas, diagrams, code, or
paraphrased text, or for any use of GenAl tools.
« Do not use another student’s work or share your work with a student
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Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities,
and Disciplinary Procedures

This code establishes the procedures followed and outlines the possible
consequences for students found in violation of the “Code of Conduct.” Any
disciplinary procedures outlined do not replace or substitute for filing charges
through law enforcement agencies.

Document available through Student Affairs:
* https://www.cmich.edu/ess/studentaffairs/Pages/Code-of-Student-

Rights.aspx
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Interactive Question

Website Interactive Question/ Giveaway #3: We told you the
CMU policy on Course Repeats is to allow two re-takes to
Improve your grade in a class.

Is there a Form on the Graduate Studies website
to request an Exception? If yes, what is it called?

4;)CENTRAL

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY




Getting started on research project
for Plan A Masters and Doctoral degrees

At the start, BEFORE your Prospectus is approved:

« Can register for maximum of 3 thesis or 6 dissertation credits prior to
the approval of your Prospectus — make a multi-year plan! Ask for help
from an advisor.

« Determine if you need Review Board Approvals: work with humans,
non-human vertebrate animals and cephalopods, or recombinant DNA.

 |dentify the members of your committee

« Plan Ahead

See Full document on Website — also explains how to submit Prospectus,
and Guidelines for Thesis and Dissertation
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Campus Safety

CMU Police — call 911 for all emergencies; 989-774-3081 for non-
emergencies

« Blue-light Phones, Bicycle Registration
 Rave Guardian App — personalized for CMU
« Central Alert System

 CMU Information Line (989-774-7500)
 Emergency Preparedness
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Graduate Student Resources

Re-visit the Graduate Studies website for resources across campus:

« Counseling Center
 Food Pantry
* GA tuition waiver information

« Centers for: Writing, Math, Statistics,
Presentations

« Library Grad Student services — amazing
librarians who love helping students!

« Student Disability Services
* Help Desk (technology questions)
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Questions?
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Thank you for coming!

We hope you have a great semester
Fire Up Chips!
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