
Graduate Student Orientation



Welcome to CMU and to Graduate Studies!
Brad Swanson

Director of Graduate Studies



Questions?
Use the QR code on the slide to submit your question electronically. 

We will answer questions at the end of the session.



Advisor
• Check with your program for your advisor 

information
• Program advisor vs thesis/dissertation 

committee chair



Degree Plan
• A degree plan will let you 

best utilize the use the 
Degree Progress System



Submit your Question



Graduate Policies
• Academic Load (15 cr hr maximum)
• Graduate Assistant (GA) Enrollment (6 cr minimum)
• Course Repeat (initial + 2 retakes)
• Credit by Exam (12 cr hr maximum)
• Transfer Credit (50% maximum)
• Double-count (9 cr hr maximum)
• Academic Probation (cum grad GPA < 3.0)



Graduate Policies, cont’d
• Registration & Access to Resources

– Email, OneDrive (12 mo. access beyond enrollment)
– Library (8 mo. access beyond enrollment)
– Adobe, SPSS, Webex (no access beyond enrollment)

• Time to Complete Requirement



Submit your Question



Graduate Student Resources
Revisit the Graduate Studies website 

for resources across campus:



Thesis/Dissertation
• Traditional Thesis/Dissertation vs Journal 

Article(s)
• Credit hours & Prospectus Approval
• Oral Defense & Deadlines
• Formatting Requirements



Submit your Question



Other Information
• Student Grants & SCREE
• Changing Programs



Academic Integrity
• Unapproved collaboration
• Plagiarism
• Uploading to a website
• Using a non-approved device
• Course syllabi rules



Academic Integrity
Use of Artificial Intelligence-Generated Materials

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools and platforms (e.g., ChatGPT, 
Google AI, Boost.ai, Jasper, etc.) are new technological additions to the higher 

education landscape and are rapidly evolving. Submitting text and other 
products generated by AI tools and platforms as your own original work is 

prohibited and a violation of CMU’s Academic Integrity policy. If the use of AI 
tools and platforms is appropriate within the context of a course, guidance on 

properly utilizing them, and appropriate methods of citation for direct 
quotations, ideas, diagrams, code, or paraphrased text generated through AI 

will be provided by your instructor.



Submit your Question
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Submit your Question
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Q&A
Time!



Thank you for coming!
We hope you have a great semester

Fire Up Chips!
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