
Overview 
The Office of Laboratory and Field Safety (OLFS) oversees laboratory and field safety operations 
for the University. OLFS is part of the Office of Research and Graduate Studies (ORGS). Written 
programs, forms, and training information related to art, chemical, radiation, laser, biological, 
hazardous waste, industrial, and field safety are on the OLFS website. 

Training 
Go to OLFS training to complete safety training.  All lab workers must complete lab-specific safety 
training to orient to the lab space.  Lab workers are required to read the CMU Chemical Hygiene 
Plan within 30 days of working in the lab. 

Lab Coat Program 
OLFS offers a lab coat program for lab workers free of charge.  Cintas provides lab coats and 
laundering services.  If you are a researcher at CMU and would like to enroll in the lab coat 
program, please review the lab coat program details to sign up. 

Lab Startup Items 
Faculty must consider the following when setting up their lab spaces: 

• Review the CMU Laboratory Safety Policy and CMU Laboratory Entry and Access Policy.

• Every lab must be registered and have a door sign posting with the names of responsible
individuals. This is critical information that is needed when emergencies occur in the lab
space or when safety issues arise.  Complete the Lab Door Sign Template and submit to
OLFS (Foust 108 or labfieldsafety@cmich.edu).  OLFS registers the lab and posts the door
signs.

• Labs are regulated by Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs - Michigan
Occupational Safety & Health Administration (MIOSHA). The location of    Safety Data Sheets
(SDS) must be documented on a sign and posted in lab spaces  using the LARA SDS
Required Sign.

• For unattended lab operations, fill out an Unattended Lab Operations Sign and post near
the area of operations for responding officials to get information in the event of an
emergency.

• Post a Laboratory Storage Unit Sign on  laboratory refrigerators and freezers.

https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/office-of-laboratory-and-field-safety
https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/office-of-laboratory-and-field-safety/training
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/appendix-i---stf-to-be-used-for-site-orientations78e431cb-c9d7-4274-8d22-7047423c69fd.pdf?sfvrsn=dfcf23b_7/
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/appendix-i---stf-to-be-used-for-site-orientations78e431cb-c9d7-4274-8d22-7047423c69fd.pdf?sfvrsn=dfcf23b_7/
https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/office-of-laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-safety
https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/office-of-laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-safety
https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/office-of-laboratory-and-field-safety/lab-coat-rental-program
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/president's-division/general-counsel/administrative-policy-docs/3/p030505287ff0f-afbd-4705-8be5-eac35f0751de.pdf?sfvrsn=baaa3b36_17
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-c-lab-entry-and-access-policy13b86b59-8ccf-4469-98b8-a4444e23fc7f.pdf?sfvrsn=7b064425_10
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-t---lab-door-signsf4aaef63-a0b7-48b4-a4d9-53f72882d1ca.pdf?sfvrsn=633dc87_7
mailto:labfieldsafety@cmich.edu
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-t---lara-sds-required-sign816a3a7f-f035-407b-9774-31ec35918c90.pdf?sfvrsn=ea059bcf_3
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-t---lara-sds-required-sign816a3a7f-f035-407b-9774-31ec35918c90.pdf?sfvrsn=ea059bcf_3
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-t---unattended-lab-operations-sign7062c89a-68f2-4150-809d-836c8d911481.pdf?sfvrsn=4b586e5d_3
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-t---laboratory-refrigerator-freezer-sign97587bf6-b328-4f48-b72e-d8d7d0806a40.pdf?sfvrsn=91de5872_3


• A chemical inventory for each lab is critical and required in meeting government 
reporting and compliance requirements, as well as being useful and helpful for the 
faculty and staff.  Inventories must be documented using the Chemical Inventory 
Template – Appendix J of the Chemical Hygiene Plan and forwarded to OLFS (Foust 108 
or labfieldsafety@cmich.edu ).

• Review the Requirements for Laboratory Equipment Decontamination for details on 
the lab equipment moving and delivery process.

Contact Information 

Office of Laboratory and Field Safety – (989) 774-4474 

Jennifer Walton – Director, Office of Laboratory and Field Safety (Chemical Hygiene 
Officer, Radiation Safety Officer, and Laser Safety Officer) – (989) 774-4189 

Kevin Russell – Industrial Hygienist – (989) 774-3215 

Vacant – Laboratory Safety Specialist – (989) 774-3754

Coreena Yates - Executive Secretary - (989) 774-4474

Dan Koefoed – Hazardous Waste Manager – (989) 774-2770 

CMU Safety Committees 

Laboratory Safety Committee – Chair, Jennifer Walton 

Radiation Safety Committee – Chair, Jennifer Walton 

Laser Safety Committee – Chair, Jennifer Walton 

https://www.cmich.edu/offices-departments/office-research-graduate-studies/office-of-laboratory-and-field-safety/laboratory-cleanout
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-j---chemical-inventory5acc63b4-6922-41a0-b056-57b4f489a346.xls?sfvrsn=c4ff5752_9
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-j---chemical-inventory5acc63b4-6922-41a0-b056-57b4f489a346.xls?sfvrsn=c4ff5752_9
mailto:labfieldsafety@cmich.edu
https://www.cmich.edu/docs/default-source/academic-affairs-division/research-and-graduate-studies/laboratory-and-field-safety/chemical-hygiene-plan/appendix-o---cmu-lab-equipment-decontamination-procedure-fillable0c7f5d70-6a6f-4194-bd78-83fa61a17d5a.pdf?sfvrsn=eca5449f_5



