[image: image1.png]£ RESEARCH &
GRADUATE STUDIES

CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY




CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY (CMU) INVENTION DISCLOSURE FORM

You should make an invention disclosure whenever you discover something new that you believe might have commercial potential. For example, this might be a new compound, device or software program, or a procedure to produce an existing chemical more easily or at lower cost. You are strongly encouraged to contact the Office of Research and Graduate Studies (ORGS) to discuss your invention prior to submitting a disclosure.
It is important to understand that although you are the inventor (and will be named on the patent) CMU owns the intellectual property. CMU will cover the cost of protecting and commercializing the invention and you will receive a share of any royalties or licensing fees (see CMU Intellectual Property Policy for details)

The purpose of the invention disclosure form is to permit evaluation of your invention to determine whether the invention is patentable and whether commercial development is feasible. The invention should be clearly described so that someone having knowledge in the field of the invention can understand the technical merits of the invention, its usefulness, and possible practical applications. Information that helps evaluators appreciate the invention will increase its ultimate chances for successful patenting and later market development. This is the goal in Questions 1-7 of the attached Invention Disclosure Form.

The remainder of the disclosure covers certain general issues that need to be taken into account with every invention. The first is public disclosure of the invention (Question 8), because such disclosure places severe limitations on available patent protection. Non-confidential disclosure of an invention (to people outside the University) may initiate a one-year period within which a U.S. patent application may be filed. If an application is not filed within that time, U.S. law prevents CMU from obtaining patent protection of the disclosed invention. 

Determining ownership and licensing rights in the invention is addressed in Questions 9 and 10. Identification of the financial support used during the development of the invention helps determine whether there are contractual obligations to external research sponsors that provide such support. The final issue addressed is the identification of the individuals who contributed to the development of the invention. It is important to note that these individuals may not meet the legal criteria for inventorship. Legal inventorship is determined later by a patent attorney at the time a patent application is filed. All the individuals listed on the disclosure form must sign the form.

Please append additional sheets if the space on the form is not sufficient. Please include any additional comments you feel may be useful.  
For advice on completing the disclosure form or for additional information, contact the Office of Research and Graduate Studies (ORGS) at (989) 774-6777.  Once the disclosure form is completed, please send it to Foust 251, attention Director of Sponsored Programs.

CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY INVENTION DISCLOSURE FORM

1.
Title of the Invention

     
2.
Background

In order for patent counsel to determine the patentability of this invention, it will be necessary to compare it to existing technology (referred to as "prior art"). This section should provide information to aid in the evaluation.  If you can, please identify references to the prior art by patent number or journal article identification.

     
What is the deficiency in the prior art that your invention improves upon, or the limitation that it extends?

     
3.
Description of the Invention

Please describe specifically what you consider to be the invention, as distinct from the prior art. If you need them, use additional pages, drawings, diagrams, etc. Descriptions may be by references to a separate document (copy of a report, a preprint, excerpt from a grant application, or the like) attached hereto. If you do so, please identify each document positively. Each separate page should be signed, dated, and witnessed. 

     
4. 
Does there exist an earlier, dated record of the invention's conception--a sketch, report, laboratory notebook entry, or the like--which: (a) describes your invention, and (b) can be independently corroborated? If so, what is it, and where is it? (Note: This can be important in asserting and defending the claim to patent.)

     
5a.  
What do you see as the commercial use of your invention?

     
5b.
What firms do you think may be, or are, interested in it; and why?

     
6.
Being for the moment a Devil's Advocate, what do you see as the greatest impediment to the adoption of your invention?

     
7.
Is further development of your invention now in progress? Is such development scheduled and does it depend on additional financial support (if so have you submitted proposals)?

     
8a.
Has any aspect of this invention been published, been presented at a scientific meeting, or otherwise disseminated?   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
If yes, please identify and list dates. (Dates are important. If published, list the date they are recorded on microfilm or in a library.)

     
8b.
Are there any plans to publish or otherwise disseminate any aspect of this invention in the future?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
If yes, please identify and list dates.

     
9.
Were external or internal funds used in making the invention?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
If yes, identify the source of funds in the table below.  
	Funding Received

	Internal/External
	Source
	Type
	Date
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	Total:
	 $                                        -   


NOTE:  Since most sponsors require notification when a disclosure has been made (usually within two months of date of disclosure to the University), it is important that the information above be detailed and accurate. ORGS will be responsible for making the disclosure to the sponsor.

10. 

Inventor(s).  

List below all persons who are believed to have contributed to the conception or reduction to practice of this invention. Each person must sign the form and: a) explain their role in making the invention; b) provide institutional affiliation with address, e-mail and phone numbers; c) indicate if any inventors are CMU students and if so, if they were paid to participate in the invention. (Use additional sheets if more space is needed).
·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________
Date:_______

·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______
·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______
·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______
·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______

Institutional Signatures:

a. Departmental Chair(s)

     

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______
     

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______

b. Dean (s)

·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______
·      

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
Date:_______
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