The VRC has received the following information and resources from the VA and State of Michigan about the government shutdown and missing or delayed GI Bill® payments Ch31 VR&E, Ch33 Post 9/11, and Ch35 DEA because of the government shutdown. This is all the information CMU’s VRC has currently. 
The VA has said that during the government shutdown, most VA Education benefits should still be paid on time. However, there have been several Veteran Service Organizations that have reached out to the State of Michigan about more widespread payment delays and issues. VA has acknowledged some delays caused by computer system issues for the Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) program. VA also says that some payments manually processed by Veteran Readiness and Employment counselors are also delayed while the counselors are furloughed.
Helpful Resources
1. If you are experiencing issues or delays in receiving your GI Bill payments please click this link to fill out the survey: Missing GI Bill Benefits During the Government Shutdown?
1. Individual students and families in hardship may want to reach out to their Congressmembers.
1. Tragedy Assistance Program For Survivors (TAPS) Is Here For You! - TAPS may also be a resource for short term funding or assistance.
1. VA Services Impacted/Not Impacted: https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIDMVA/2025/10/07/file_attachments/3414527/Veteran%20Field%20Guide%20Govt%20Shutdown_508.pdf 
1. As a reminder, 38 USC 3679(e) stipulates that schools may not penalize a covered individual for late payments from VA for a period of 90 days provided that the student has a COE and intention to use their benefits to help pay for the term. That law specifically applies to Ch. 31, 33, and 35.
Here is an update on the delayed payments for Chapter 35 GI Bill Recipient:
1. Ch. 35 payments are still experiencing delays due to the transfer of students from the previous BDN payment system to the current Benefits Manager system in late July. This is a pre-shutdown issue that has been exacerbated by the VA’s inability to assign overtime to claims processors or send out communications to schools and students during the shutdown.
1. VA has indicated that they expect to clear the current backlog by late November/early December.
1. VA has brought back 50 additional staff from furlough and assigned them to claims processing specifically to help clear the Ch. 35 queue.
1. As of mid-week, outstanding numbers were reportedly around 150,000 claims for 60,000 individual claimants with an average wait time of 40 days to process a claim.
1. VA is not requiring attendance verification for CH. 35 right now to expedite the queue.
1. They haven’t released full data yet but it does appear there are some delays in other chapters as well.
MI National Guard State Tuition Assistance Program
· MINGSTAP has granted an exemption to the requirement for Army service members to apply for and use federal tuition assistance for the spring/winter 2026 semester. This exemption will remain even if the shutdown ends, as we understand that there may be some processing backlog with federal tuition assistance. We still encourage service members to complete the process when it becomes available. (NOTE: The exemption is only for the Spring/Winter semester reimbursement.)
· Service members who have not submitted their 2025/2026 MINGSTAP application and would like to be reimbursed for the spring/winter 2026 semester, there is still time to submit the application.
We will keep you updated as we receive more information.

