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BACKGROUND: 
ARC-PA Standard A3.01 states Program policies must apply to all students, principal faculty and the program 
director regardless of location. A signed clinical affiliation agreement or memorandum of understanding may 
specify that certain program policies will be superseded by those at the clinical site. 
 
PURPOSE: 
To comply with ARC-PA standard A3.01 we must adhere to CMU PA program policies application to all 
students, principal faculty, and program director regardless of location. When in a clinical site, a clinical 
affiliation agreement or memorandum of understanding may specify that certain program policies will be 
superseded by those at a clinical site.  
 
POLICY:  
CMU PA Program policies apply to all students, principal faculty, and the program director regardless of 
location. Program policies and practices are consistently applied to all student, staff, and faculty groups as 
stated in each policy and practice. A signed clinical affiliation agreement or memorandum of understanding 
may specify that certain program policies will be superseded by those at the clinical site. 
 
PROCEDURE: 
Program policies are uniform throughout the program regardless of geographic location except for specific 
clinical sites which may have specific policies that supersede CMU PA Program policy. Any such conflict must 
be reviewed by the University General Counsel and Agreements staff before signing a contract to be sure that 
the policy does not conflict with the CMU’s policies, or federal/state/municipal law to the point that an 
affiliation with the institution is not possible. CMU PA program policies are consistent with university wide 
policies of fairness with respect to the rights and responsibilities of students, staff, faculty, and program 
leadership. 
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