
Since the American War of Independence, France and the United States have been engaged in a 
unique cultural and political dialogue.  In this course, we will examine several key moments of this 
history, with special focus on the American presence in Paris. Living in Paris and retracing the steps 
of famous and not-so-famous famous Americans, who at different times called Paris home, will help 
us grasp the complexities of a global city like Paris and better appreciate the unique place Paris 
occupies in the American cultural geography.

TWO-WEEK STUDY ABROAD 
(June 20-July 7)

HST 652
Americans in Paris (3 credits)

• Spend two weeks exploring Paris with excursions 
 to Versailles, Normandy, and Giverny.

• Immerse yourself in three centuries of French 
 history, literature, and culture as seen through 
 the eyes of successive generations of Americans 
 who chose this city as their home away from 
 home.

• Fulfill one of your colloquia requirements for the 
 History MA.

• Apply for scholarships available from History, 
 CLASS and Study Abroad. 

Join us as we visit some of the city’s most iconic sites:  the Champs Elysées, the Eiffel Tower, the 
Moulin Rouge, the art district of Montmartre, the student quarter around the Sorbonne University 
and the Montparnasse quarter, home of the interwar Lost Generation.  We will spend many hours at 
the Louvre and other major museums. We will walk the beaches of Normandy.  And we will travel to 
Giverny, where we will see Monet’s garden up-close.  All the while, we will compare our experience 
of Paris with the experience of those  Americans who made the trip before us.  Why were so many 
Americans drawn to Paris?  What did they learn from their interaction with Parisian society and cul-
ture?  What values did they bring home with them?  Did their experience of Paris make a difference 
in American society or politics?  These are some of the questions we will ask ourselves while learn-
ing to navigate the city.  The only way to find answers is to go to Paris. 

For more information about the program, including available scholarships, contact:
Dr. Doina Harsanyi  harsa1dp@cmich.edu


