
Responding to Writers
Research and advice on how response helps writing
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Various Forms of Feedback
▪ Who

▪ Instructor
▪ Peers
▪ Writing Center Consultants

▪ When
▪ Early stages
▪ Drafting stages
▪ Final stages
▪ Formative v. Summative

▪ Don’t have to respond to every piece of writing, the whole 
writing, or every issue in a given piece of writing

▪ This presentation focuses on revision-oriented whole drafts
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Commenting for Editing 
Vs. 

Commenting for Revision
(Bean)
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The Purpose of Commenting?
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The Purpose of Commenting?

To Coach Revision
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Sequence writing assignments 
and build time for revision and 

feedback
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Types of Response (Simmons)
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Guidelines for Writing Effective 
Commentary (Hedengren, 96-97)
▪ Read the paper once without marking it
▪ Comment on substantive issues
▪ Respond respectfully as a reader
▪ Don’t edit, but do note patterns of error
▪ Write a substantive endnote
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General Strategy for 

Commenting on Drafts:

A Hierarchy of Questions

(Bean)
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Does the Draft Follow the 
Assignment?
▪ If not, no sense in commenting further
▪ Encourage writer to reread assignment
▪ Encourage writer to seek help from you
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Does the Draft Address a 
Problem/Question? Does it Have a 
Thesis?
▪ Where does it seem to be “headed?”
▪ Does it wrestle with a real problem or issue?
▪ Does it have a thesis?
▪ Is it operating in the appropriate genre/medium?
▪ Does it address its ostensible purpose?
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What is the Overall Quality of the 
Writer’s Ideas/Argument?
▪ Sample Comments:

▪ Interesting idea!
▪ Nice comparison of X to Y here.
▪ Expand and explain? Could you give an example?
▪ Could you be overlooking X’s point of view here?
▪ There may be more summarizing in this part than you need.
▪ What’s your evidence for this assertion?
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Is the Draft Organized Effectively?
▪ Do the title and intro orient the reader to the draft’s purpose?
▪ Could the reader easily outline the draft or write a summary 

of the argument?
▪ Can the reader tell the purpose or function of each 

paragraph?
▪ Are the paragraphs unified and coherent?
▪ Do some parts need more development?
▪ Can parts be deleted without harming the overall argument?
▪ What seems to be missing from the draft?
▪ Can parts be shifted around at all?
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3  Quick Ways to Comment on 
Organization
▪ Use marginal notes to indicate where you are lost or 

confused
▪ Comment on the title and introduction
▪ Comment on topic sentences and transitions
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Suggestions for Writing End 
Comments that Encourage 
Revision
▪ 3-Step Template:

▪ Strengths, then
▪ Summary of a limited number of issues, then
▪ Recommendations for revisions

▪ Privilege Specificity
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What can the WC do for me?
▪ Works with student writers at any level, at any stage in the 

process
▪ Works with faculty in compiling writing resources specific to 

course/discipline
▪ Works with faculty on writing assignment design, writing 

assessment design, assignment sheet clarity, and more
▪ Provides electronic resources for students and faculty: 

https://www.cmich.edu/colleges/chsbs/Centers/WritingCenter
/Pages/Resources.aspx
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