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Central Michigan University Board of Trustees 

 Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 

 September 18, 2025 

 

Chair Todd J. Regis called the meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 1:00 p.m. in the President’s 

Conference Room located in the Bovee University Center. 

 

Members present: Mr. Todd J. Regis, chair; Dr. Denise Williams Mallett, vice chair; Ms. Sharon L. Heath; 

Dr. Ashok Kondur; Mr. Jeff Stoutenburg; and Mr. David R. McGhee        

 

Members not present: Ms. Regine C. Beauboeuf, vice chair and Mr. Edward J. Plawecki 

 

Also attending in person: Dr. Neil MacKinnon, president; Ms. Jennifer Cotter, vice president of 

advancement; Ms. Jennifer DeHaemers, vice president/student recruitment and retention; Ms. Mary Jane 

Flanagan, chief of staff to the president and secretary to the Board of Trustees; Ms. Mary Moran Hill, vice 

president/finance and administrative services; Dr. Paula Lancaster, provost/executive vice president; Mr. 

John Danner, vice president/general counsel; Mr. Harlan Teller, vice president of university communications; 

and Dr. Shawna Patterson-Stephens, vice president/university engagement and student affairs.  

 

CHAIR COMMENTS: None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT RELATED TO AGENDA ITEMS: None  

 

REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT:  

 

President MacKinnon acknowledged and welcomed Erica Romac, president of the CMU National Alumni 

Association Board of Directors, who made brief comments at the invitation of Chair Regis.   

 

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  

 

College of Business Administration Presentation given by Associate Dean Sanjay Kumar and Associate 

Dean Misty Bennett.  

 

ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 

Trustee Heath provided an overview of items discussed during yesterday’s committee meeting. 
 

PROSPECTIVE GRADUATES SUMMER 2025: CONSENT AGENDA 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the list of prospective graduates for Summer (June and August) 2025, as certified 

by the registrar and accepted by the academic senate, is approved. 
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OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND GRADUATE STUDIES QUARTERLY REPORT: CONSENT 

AGENDA 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Office of Research and Graduate Studies report of awards received during the 

quarter ended June 30, 2025, in the amount of $3,466,933 is accepted. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY CHANGES: CONSENT AGENDA 

  

The Board of Trustees must approve changes in members of boards of directors of public school academies, 

changes in members of board of directors of school of excellence, and reauthorization of public school 

academies. Approval of the proposed resolutions which appear for committee review will be requested as 

part of the consent agenda. 

 

Changes in Members of Boards of Directors of Public School Academies 
Please find below background information on the academies that have board member resolutions for consideration. 

 

 
 

The school truly exemplifies its 

mission of educating all students 

in a safe, dignified and 

supportive setting, partnering 

with the community to preserve 

the Armenian language and 

culture. The school also 

provides innovative programs 

for its students in its STEAM 

Center. 

 

 

With a mission and curriculum 

focused on FARE (Food, 

Agriculture, Renewable 

Resources and Environment) 

based activities, the school 

serves students on a 98-acre 

campus with agriculture 

facilities, a greenhouse, woods 

and gardens. 

 

 
 

Students have the opportunity to 

take ownership of their learning, 

define their goals, and receive 

support from staff in a caring 

environment. The school utilizes 

a project-based learning model 

that provides students real-

world experience by 

demonstrating knowledge of 

multiple content areas through 

projects. 

 

 

Recently authorized in April, 

the school plans to serve 

students in grades K-12 using 

the virtues-based, content-rich, 

classical education model. High 

academic achievement, personal 

discipline, moral character, and 

responsibility will be 

consistently emphasized through 

the study of classical subjects. 
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Data Note: Enrollment and demographic information is from 2024-25. Financial information reflects the most recent data available across several data 

sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The school focuses on a positive 

partnership between family, 

school and community. Their 

partner, Phalen Leadership 

Academies, is committed to 

impacting the academic and 

operational quality of the 

school. 

 

 
 

In its ninth year of operation, 

the school has continued to 

serve the needs of its 

community. The school 

provides its students with a 

student-centered program that is 

supported by progressive 

technology. 

 

 
 

Students have the opportunity to 

take ownership of their learning, 

define their goals, and receive 

support from staff in a caring 

environment. The school utilizes 

a project-based learning model 

that provides students real-

world experience by 

demonstrating knowledge of 

multiple content areas through 

projects. 
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Changes in Members of Boards of Directors of Schools of Excellence that are Cyber Schools  
Please find below background information on the schools of excellence that are cyber schools that have resolutions for consideration 

Data Note: Enrollment and demographic information is from 2024-25. Financial information reflects the most recent data available across several data 

sources. 
 

 

CHANGE IN MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

 

A.G.B.U. Alex and Marie Manoogian School 

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its November 30, 2023, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public 

school academy to A.G.B.U. Alex and Marie Manoogian School. On July 1, 2024, the contract was 

effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

nine (9).  

 

3. The term of Alice Nigoghosian expired on August 30, 2025, therefore leaving a vacant position on the 

board of directors.  

 

4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Ane McNeil for appointment 

to a term which expires August 30, 2029.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Ane McNeil is appointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of 

A.G.B.U. Alex and Marie Manoogian School commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is 

taken. 

 
 

 
 

This fully online cyber school 

has a mission to provide 

students who are struggling with 

their education an alternative 

learning program that helps 

them stay in school, achieve a 

high school diploma, and 

prepare for success in college, 

life and work. They serve 

students from throughout the 

state of Michigan. 

 

 
 

This fully online cyber school 

utilizes project-based learning 

and competency-based learning. 

It serves students from 

throughout the state of 

Michigan. 
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Ane McNeil 

Macomb, Michigan 

senior vice president – human resources, Trinity Health 

(to fill a term ending on August 30, 2029) 
 

Countryside Academy 

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its February 17, 2022, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public 

school academy to Countryside Academy. On July 1, 2022, the contract was effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

seven (7).  

 

3. The term of Charles DeGraaf expires on November 7, 2025.  

 

4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Charles DeGraaf for 

reappointment to a term which expires November 7, 2029. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Charles DeGraaf is reappointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of 

Countryside Academy commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is taken, but not prior to 

November 8, 2025. 

 

Charles DeGraaf 

Benton Harbor, Michigan 

quality technician, Robert Bosch LLC 

(to fill a term ending on November 7, 2029) 

 

FlexTech High School  

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its April 18, 2024, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public school 

academy to FlexTech High School. On July 1, 2024, the contract was effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

five (5).  

 

3. Susan Dunn Richards resigned on January 17, 2025, therefore leaving a vacant position on the board of 

directors. The term of the vacant position expires February 16, 2026.  

 

4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Joy Lyman for appointment 

to a term which expires February 16, 2026, and to an additional four year term which expires February 16, 

2030.  
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BE IT RESOLVED, That Joy Lyman is appointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of FlexTech 

High School commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is taken. 

 

Joy Lyman 

Wolverine Lake, Michigan 

analyst, PIE Network 

(to fill a term ending on February 16, 2030) 

 

Founders Grove Classical Academy  

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its April 23, 2025, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public 

school academy to Founders Grove Classical Academy.  

 

2. The current number of positions of this board is five (5).  

 

3. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Sara Ladwein for 

appointment to a term which expires April 23, 2027; Megan Pellerito for appointment to a term which 

expires April 23, 2028; Kathleen Wardell for appointment to a term which expires April 23, 2029; 

Kurt Yockey for appointment to a term which expires April 23, 2029; and Matthew Buczek for 

appointment to a term which expires April 23, 2026 and to an additional four year term which expires 

April 23, 2030.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the following individuals are appointed to serve as initial members of the board of 

directors of Founders Grove Classical Academy commencing the date upon which the oaths of public office 

are taken. 

 

Initial Members of the Board of Directors. The initial board of directors of Founders Grove Classical 

Academy shall consist of five (5) positions. 

 

Sara Ladwein 

Midland, Michigan 

philanthropist 

(to fill a position ending April 23, 2027) 

 

Megan Pellerito 

Midland, Michigan 

membership director, Midland Country Club 

(to fill a position ending April 23, 2028) 

 

Kathleen Wardell 

Midland, Michigan 

retired 

(to fill a position ending April 23, 2029) 

  

Kurt Yockey 

Midland, Michigan 

chief executive officer, Sterile State Inc. 

(to fill a position ending April 23, 2029)  
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Matthew Buczek 

Midland, Michigan 

chief physicist, MyMichigan Health 

(to fill a position ending April 23, 2030) 

 

Greater Heights Academy 

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its December 8, 2022, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public 

school academy to Greater Heights Academy. On July 1, 2023, the contract was effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

five (5).  

 

3. The term of Jolie McKnight expires on September 28, 2025. 

 

4. The term of Thomas Tucker expires on September 28, 2025. 

 

5. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Jolie McKnight and Thomas 

Tucker for reappointment to terms which expire September 28, 2029.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Jolie McKnight and Thomas Tucker are reappointed to serve as members of the 

board of directors of Greater Heights Academy commencing the date upon which the oaths of public office is 

taken, but not prior to September 29, 2025. 

 

Jolie McKnight 

Flint, Michigan 

accountant, University of Michigan – Flint 

(to fill a term ending on September 28, 2029) 

 

Thomas Tucker 

Flint, Michigan 

community health worker, Genesee Health Center 

(to fill a term ending on September 28, 2029) 

 

Inkster Preparatory Academy 

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its February 11, 2021, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public 

school academy to Inkster Preparatory Academy. On July 1, 2021, the contract was effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

five (5).  

 

3. The term of Eric Brown expires on November 1, 2025. 
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4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Eric Brown for reappointment 

to a term which expires November 1, 2029.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Eric Brown is reappointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of Inkster 

Preparatory Academy commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is taken, but not prior to 

November 2, 2025. 

 

Eric Brown 

Canton, Michigan 

mentor/board member, Michigan Urban Youth Alliance 

(to fill a term ending on November 1, 2029) 
 

Oakland FlexTech High School  

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its December 8, 2022, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a public 

school academy to Oakland FlexTech High School. On July 1, 2023, the contract was effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

five (5).  

 

3. Victoria Lange resigned on October 6, 2023, therefore leaving a vacant position on the board of directors. 

The term of the vacant position expires June 1, 2028.  

 

4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Marleen Williams for 

appointment to a term which expires June 1, 2028.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Marleen Williams is appointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of 

Oakland FlexTech High School commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is taken. 

 

Marleen Williams 

Redford, Michigan 

managing director of operations, KIPP Detroit Imani Academy 

(to fill a term ending on June 1, 2028) 

 

 

CHANGE IN MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE  

THAT IS A CYBER SCHOOL 

 

Insight School of Michigan 

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its November 30, 2023, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a school 

of excellence that is a cyber school to Insight School of Michigan. On July 1, 2024, the contract was 

effective. 

 



 

7697 

 
 

 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

five (5).  

 

3. The term of Jessica AcMoody expires on November 1, 2025.  

 

4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Jessica AcMoody for 

reappointment to a term which expires November 1, 2029.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Jessica AcMoody is reappointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of 

Insight School of Michigan commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is taken, but not 

before November 2, 2025.  

 

Jessica AcMoody 

Lansing, Michigan 

policy director, Community Economic Development Association of Michigan 

(to fill a term ending November 1, 2029) 

 

WAY Michigan 

 

Recitals: 

 

1. At its April 18, 2024, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a school of 

excellence that is a cyber school to WAY Michigan. On July 1, 2024, the contract was effective. 

 

2. This board appointed the initial board of directors of the academy and has subsequently made changes in 

the membership of the board of directors of the academy. The current number of positions of this board is 

five (5).  

 

3. The term of Schequita Owens expires on November 1, 2025.  

 

4. The board of the academy and university president or designee recommends Schequita Owens for 

reappointment to a term which expires November 1, 2029.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Schequita Owens is reappointed to serve as a member of the board of directors of 

WAY Michigan commencing the date upon which the oath of public office is taken, but not before 

November 2, 2025.  

 

Schequita Owens 

Farmington Hills, Michigan 

assistant principal/special education director, Bardwell Group 

(to fill a term ending November 1, 2029) 

 

 

FINANCE AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE  

 

On behalf of Trustee Plawecki, Trustee Stoutenburg provided an overview of items discussed during 

yesterday’s committee meeting. 
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NAME CHANGE FOR GRADUATE HOUSING      

 

It was moved by Trustee Stoutenburg, seconded by Trustee McGhee, and carried that the following 

resolution be adopted as submitted.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the facilities known as Graduate Housing East and Graduate Housing 

West shall be changed to University Apartments East and University Apartments West. 

 

ADVANCING HEALTH TOGETHER CONTRACTS AND GIFT AGREEMENTS: CONSENT 

AGENDA 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the university president is authorized to negotiate and sign assignments of 

Advancing Health Together contracts and gift agreements to the Central Michigan University Board of 

Trustees. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any payments under such Advancing Health Together contracts 

shall be paid through gifts and philanthropy, with such payments not to exceed $4,200,000. 
 

 

ADVANCEMENT PRIVATE SUPPORT REPORT AS OF JUNE 30, 2025: CONSENT AGENDA 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That contributions received for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2025, as incorporated and 

reflected in the enclosed Private Support report, are accepted. 
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ENDOWMENTS/AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS: CONSENT AGENDA 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the following new endowments/scholarships and endowment name or criteria 

changes are approved. Statements are approved for publication as applicable. 

 

New Endowments 

 

James C. Chapin Memorial Scholarship 

This scholarship, established in 2025 by Noreen Chapin '71, honors the life and legacy of James Chapin, a 

proud Central Michigan University alumnus ('71) and lifelong Michigan resident. Raised in Bay City, MI, 

Jim had an enduring passion for CMU, where he forged lifelong friendships through his fraternity, Theta Chi, 

and immersed himself in campus life. He was a devoted fan of football, a lover of music, and an enthusiastic 

traveler who embraced every opportunity to explore and connect with others. After graduation, he and his 

wife Noreen built a life in Metro Detroit where Jim began a lengthy career at Ford Motor Company. 

Supporting CMU football players from the State of Michigan, this fund reflects Jim's deep love for the game 

and his belief in the importance of teamwork and perseverance. This scholarship will support Undergraduate 

recipients who are CMU football student-athletes eligible for competition per NCAA requirements. 

Recipients must be a resident of the State of Michigan at the time of recruitment. Preference will be given to 

recipients pursuing a major in the College of Business Administration and special consideration may be 

given to recipients who demonstrate financial need. 

 

Bonnie Jean Varker Schultz Endowed Scholarship 

This scholarship honors the memory of Bonnie Jean Varker Schultz '79, who passed away from pancreatic 

cancer in February 2022. This was established in 2025 by Bonnie's siblings. After graduating from East 

Lansing High School, she continued her studies at CMU where she graduated with a degree in 

Business/Marketing. While at CMU, she joined Zeta Tau Alpha sorority, embracing Greek life and making 

many life-long friends. Life and her love of learning led Bonnie to southern California and a career in 

textbook publishing and sales, during which she enjoyed her time back on college campuses and establishing 

relationships with professors. She continued her education by earning an MBA at Claremont College in 

1990. Bonnie’s siblings are pleased to further her generosity and honor her love of animals by establishing 

this scholarship to assist CMU students in achieving their educational goals. This scholarship will support 

Junior and Senior students pursuing the Pre-Veterinary Medicine Pathway who have a cumulative minimum 

GPA of 3.0 and demonstrate financial need. 

 

Endowment Criteria Changes 

 

E. Gary & Myra Shapiro Scholarship in Social and Behavioral Sciences 

This scholarship was originally established in 2005 by Dr. & Mrs. Gary Shapiro. The fund initially awarded 

a monetary prize for the best social or behavioral science research paper but was amended in 2025 to benefit 

a larger demographic of students. Dr. Shapiro dedicated more than 35 years of service to Central Michigan 

University including serving as a professor of sociology, as dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social 

Sciences (formerly known as the College of Humanities and Social and Behavioral Sciences), and as provost 

and executive vice president of Central Michigan University. This scholarship will support Undergraduate 

students pursuing a major within either the School of Politics, Society, Justice and Public Service or the 

Department of Psychology. 

 

Wicander Family Scholarship 

This scholarship was established in 2007 by Linda Wicander '81 with the additional support of friends and 

members of Phi Chi Theta. Originally entitled the Phi Chi Theta Endowed Award, its purpose is to support 

students within the College of Business Administration and the Phi Chi Theta organization when it is active 
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on CMU's campus. Linda received her Master of Business Administration from CMU and served as the 

Director of Business Student Services for CBA from 1999 until her retirement in 2011. This scholarship will 

support Junior or Senior recipients who are pursuing a degree within the College of Business Administration 

and have a cumulative minimum GPA of 2.5. Preference given to students who belong to Phi Chi Theta. 

 

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Trustee Regis provided an overview of items discussed during yesterday’s committee meeting. 

 

POLICY AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE 

 

Trustee Williams Mallett provided an overview of items discussed during yesterday’s committee meeting. 

 

REVISION TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES BYLAWS:  CONSENT AGENDA 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees Bylaws are amended. 

 

TRUSTEES-FACULTY LIAISON COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Trustee Heath provided an overview of items discussed during yesterday’s committee meeting. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

It was moved by Trustee Williams Mallet, seconded by Trustee Heath, and carried that the items listed on the 

consent agenda be adopted, approved, accepted or ratified as submitted. 

 
OTHER/ NEW BUSINESS 

 

President MacKinnon provided a year-end report of university priorities and initiatives for 2024-2025. 

 
APPROVAL OF UNIVERSITY AND PRESIDENTIAL PRIORITIES FOR 2025-2026 
 

It was moved by Trustee McGhee, seconded by Trustee Kondur, and carried that the following resolution be 

adopted as submitted.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the university and presidential priorities for the year ended June 30, 2026, are 

approved. 

 

2025-2026 UNIVERSITY STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS AND MEASURES 

 

It was moved by Trustee Williams Mallett, seconded by Trustee Heath, and carried that the following 

resolution be adopted as submitted.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the 2025-2026 University Strategic Plan Goals and Measures are approved.  

 

SPECIAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

 

It was moved by Trustee Regis, seconded by Trustee Kondur, and carried that the following resolution be 

adopted as submitted.  
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BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees meeting schedule is amended to add a special meeting on 

October 27, 2025, for the primary purpose to receive and accept the external audit report of the university’s 

financial statements for the year ended June 30, 2025. 

 

ELECTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS 

 

It was moved by Trustee Regis, seconded by Trustee McGhee, and carried that the following resolution be 

adopted as submitted.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the following slate of officers is elected for calendar year 2026: 

 

 

        Chair Denise Williams Mallett      

  

                            First Vice Chair Todd J. Regis    

   

  Second Vice Chair Edward J. Plawecki      

 

   Secretary Mary Jane Flanagan             

                                    

   Treasurer Mary Moran Hill           

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ITEM/MATTER NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA: None 

 

CLOSING COMMENTS 

 

Chair Regis expressed his congratulations on the Alumni Awards event happening on Friday, September 19, 

2025. He also expressed his congratulations on the Paint the Town Maroon activities.   

 

Chair Regis recognized that sixty-nine trustees have been appointed by the Governor to the CMU Board of 

Trustees since its inception. Yesterday, their service was recognized at the dedication of the Board of 

Trustees Commemorative Wall and thanked all who attended. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:27 p.m. 

 

 

___________________________                                                                            

Mary Jane Flanagan 

Secretary to the Board of Trustees 

 

 

___________________________                                                                                                                                 

Todd J. Regis 

Chair, Board of Trustees  


