
Schedule 
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
Location: Bovee University Center  

Time Event Presenter 
8:00 AM Registration/Check-In N/A 
9:00 AM 
Rotunda 

Welcome/Land Acknowledgement 
Opening Address: State of Diversity at CMU 
Opening Presidential Remarks 

Dr. Shawna Patterson-Stephens,  
     Vice President/Chief Diversity Officer  
President Robert Davies, 15th President of CMU 

9:30 AM 
Terrace 
A&B 

Featured Session: The Virtual Cost of Poverty 
Experience (COPE) 

Dr. Lissa Schwander; CMU School of Politics, 
Society, Justice & Public Service  

Dr. Mary Senter; CMU School of Politics, Society, 
Justice & Public Service 

10:00 AM 
Rotunda 

The State of Diversity at CMU  Dr. Shawna Patterson-Stephens, Vice 
President/Chief Diversity Officer 

11:30 AM 
Rotunda 

Keynote Luncheon: Dying of Whiteness: How the 
WŽůŝƚŝĐƐ�ŽĨ�ZĂĐŝĂů�ZĞƐĞŶƚŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�<ŝůůŝŶŐ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͛Ɛ�
Heartland 

Dr. Jonathan Metzl; Vanderbilt University, Center 
for Medicine, Health, and Society 

 Track A: Privilege and Wellness Track B: Practice and Advocacy 
1:00 PM Terrace C: Effect of Race, Ethnicity, and Sex on 

Wait Time and Outcomes for Acute Ischemic 
Strokes in the United States  

 
Brandon Snel; Medical Student, College of 

Medicine 
Ian Kuo; Medical Student, College of Medicine 

Terrace D: Mentoring for Career Advancement: 
Perception of Black Women Academic Leaders  

 
Dr. Kechi Iheduru-Anderson; Faculty,  
The Herbert H., and Grace A. Dow  
College of Health Professions at CMU 

2:00 PM Terrace C: >Ğƚ͛Ɛ�dĂůŬ��ďŽƵƚ��ĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ͗��ĂƌƌŝĞƌ�
Courses at CMU  

 
Nova Moore; CMU Senior 

Terrace D: Building a Community through 
Sustainability 

 
Central Sustainability; CMU Office Staff 

3:00 PM Terrace A: Addressing Disparities in Chronic 
Physical Health Conditions in Sexual and 
Gender Minority People using the Behavioral 
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

CANCELLED 
Lauren Payne; Medical Student, College of 

Medicine 
Jordan Jackson; Medical Student, College of 

Medicine 

Terrace A&B: Tech Tips with Student Disability 
Services  

 
Mallory Wilson; Staff, Office for Student Disability 

Services 

4:00 PM Terrace C: dŚĞ�͞�ĞŵĞŶƚŝĂ-&ƌŝĞŶĚůǇ�sĂƐƐĂƌ͟�
Project: Educating Communities on Dementia 
and Improving Quality of Life Through Friendly 
and Accommodating Spaces  

CANCELLED 
Lauren Payne; Medical Student, College of 

Medicine 
Zain Waheed; Medical Student, College of 

Medicine 

Terrace A&B: From Theory to Practice: The 
Importance of Raising Awareness and Sense of 
Belonging through Cultural Programs  

 
James Span Jr.; Executive Director, Student 

Inclusion and Diversity  
Alejandro Gradilla; Doctoral Candidate, Assistant 

Director, Multicultural Academic Student 
Services 

Alfred Harper III; Doctoral Student, Assistant 
Director, Multicultural Academic Student 
Services 

 



Date: Thursday, April 27, 2023 
Location: Bovee University Center  

Time Event Presenter 
8:30 AM 
Rotunda 

Keynote Brunch: Humanizing Conflict through 
Rethinking Dialogue  

Dr. Polly Young-Eisendrath; Clinical Psychologist, 
Creator of Real Dialogue Model 

 
11:15 AM 
Rotunda 

Keynote Brown Bag: Storytelling and Documentary 
Film in Environmental Justice 

Dr. Cedric Taylor; CMU School of Politics, Society, 
Justice & Public Service; Visiting Associate 
Professor, School of Environment and 
Sustainability (SEAS) at University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor 

 

 Track A: Identity and Marginalization Track B: Social Justice and Belonging 
1:00 PM Terrace A: KCP Future Faculty Fellows 

Presentation  
 
Primavera Jimenez; Doctoral Student, Fellow 
Gloria Rojas; Doctoral Student, Fellow  
Michelle Reynolds; Doctoral Student, Fellow 

Terrace B: Against Empathy: The Evolutionary Quirk 
ƚŚĂƚ�DĂŬĞƐ�͚�ĞĐĞŶƚ͛�WĞŽƉůĞ�,Ƶƌƚ�͞dŚĞ�>ŝƚƚůĞ�'ƵǇ͛�
and What we Can do to Avoid it  

 
Rachael McCollum; CMU Graduate Student, 

Broadcasting and Cinematic Arts 
2:00 PM Terrace C: Coming Out CMU: The Experiences of 

Students Coming Out and Resources for those 
Students on Campus  

 
Lucas Sherman; CMU Senior 

Terrace D: Examining the Impact of Centering 
^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�sŽŝĐĞƐ�ƚŽ��ƌĞĂƚĞ�/ŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ�ĂŶĚ��ƋƵŝƚǇ-
Centered Change  

 
Dr. Matt Johnson; Faculty,  Counseling, Educational 

Leadership & Higher Education 
Jennifer Evanuik; Staff, Executive Director,  
     Office of Global Engagement 
Dr. Xantha Karp; Faculty, Biology 

 Terrace A: What Rurality Means to Me: Rural 
Identities Across Educational Contexts  

 
Dr. Anne Hornak; Faculty, Counseling, Educational 

Leadership & Higher Education 
Sky Duke; CMU Senior 
Blake Jonassen; CMU Graduate Student,  
Higher Education Administration 

Terrace B: Everybody Can Go on the Field Trip: 
Inclusion of Students & Faculty with Disabilities 
in Outdoors Field-Based Experiential Education  

 
Dr. Anthony D. Feig; Faculty, Geography and 

Environmental Studies 

4:00 PM Terrace C: Future Physicians for Human Rights  
 
Arya Tavakoulnia; Medical Student 
 College of Medicine 
Kiara Timmerman; Medical Student 
 College of Medicine 

Terrace D: Garland Nevitt: Catcher, Coach, and 
͞�ŚŝĞĨ͟� 

 
Veronica Gregory; Graduate Student,  
CMU Museum 

 
  


